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Chapter 2: Lessons 013-019
1st Kings 2:1-2:46
Lesson #13 (01/29/06)

DAVID’S CHARGE TO SOLOMON,   1 Kings 2:1-12
The amount of time that elapsed between the events of chapter 1 and this incident is not revealed, but in light of David’s poor health and old age, 1:1-4, 15, 47, his charge probably was given shortly after Solomon’s anointing.

As David’s time to die drew near, he charged Solomon his son, saying,  "I am going the way of all the earth.  In II Sam. 7:12, the Lord said that David would “lie down with his fathers” which was an idiom meaning that he would not die a violent death.  Isn’t it amazing that David lived most of his life on the battlefield, and yet he died a peaceful death? This is a clear testament to the power and faithfulness of God in protecting us until He decides to take us home.   

David’s commission to Solomon reminds us of the commission of Moses to Joshua;  Deut. 31:23 tells us that  Moses commissioned Joshua, and the details are given in Joshua 1:2-9.  David told Solomon to “be a man” and Moses told Joshua “to be strong and courageous”. Note that David  made sure his son recognized the rich blessings connected with obedience to the Mosaic Law. So are the rich blessings connected to Church Age believers who learn and apply doctrine.  

David’s charge to Solomon is given in two parts. The first part has to do with Solomon's spiritual life, 2:2-4. The second part gives specific instructions concerning unfinished business that David had with certain members of his court, 2:5-9.


Lesson #14 (02/05/06)

(See Next Page)

Lesson #14 (02/05/06)

1. A Commission to Spiritual Living, 2:2-4.   David’s charge to Solomon echoes with the same theme as the charge the Lord gave Joshua following the death of Moses and that Paul gave to the Corinthians and to us at the close of his first epistle to the Corinthians.
	Commissions

	
	Moses to Joshua
	David to Solomon
	Paul to Corinth (Church)

	
	Joshua 1:2-9
	1st Kings 2:2-4
	I Cor. 16:13-23

	General
	6 : Be strong and  courageous

Repeated four times in verses 6,7,9, and 18.

	2: Be strong, therefore, and show yourself a man.

Some translations, “be a man”
	13:  Be on the alert, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong.


	Details
	7 : Be careful to do according to all the law which Moses My servant commanded you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left. This book shall not depart from your mouth.
	3  Keep the charge of the Lord your God, to walk in His ways, to keep His statutes, His commandments, His ordinances, and His testimonies, ac- cording to what is written in the Law of Moses.
	14 Let all you do be done in love.

Gal.5: 14 – The entire law is summed up in a single command, Love your neighbor as yourself.

	Benefits
	8 : Then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have success.


	4  So that the Lord may carry out His promise which He spoke concerning me.

II Sam.7:11-17

	23 : The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.




Lesson #14 (02/05/06) - Continued
All men are males but not all males are men.  

What is a male?    It is a person who is of the male gender, no distinction with regards to age or maturity.

What is a man?   Webster’s Definition:  1 a (1) : an individual human; especially : an adult male human   (2) : a man belonging to a particular category [usually used in combination, councilman]  (3) : husband  (4) : lover  b : the human race : mankind c : a bipedal primate mammal [Homo sapiens] that is anatomically related to the great apes but distinguished especially by notable development of the brain with a resultant capacity for articulate speech and abstract reasoning, is usually considered to form a variable number of freely interbreeding races, and is the sole representative of a natural family [Hominidae]; broadly : any living or extinct member of this family  d (1) : one possessing in high degree the qualities considered distinctive of manhood (2) obsolete : the quality or state of being manly : manliness

My Definition:
Things that are not required in order to be a man:

1)     A male is not a man because he is physically strong.  Muscles do not make a man.  

2) There is no height or weight requirement to be a man.  

3) Having a deep voice and a macho attitude are not required.   

What is required:

1) Mental toughness:  He must be strong mentally. This has nothing to do with IQ or intelligence. It does not refer to stubbornness. It has to do with integrity: being decisive, not vacillating or wavering. 

 Josh. 1:6, I Kings 2:2.   He doesn’t have a follow-the-herd mentality.  He thinks for himself.

2)
Courage:  Being able to think under pressure. He must not only be brave and willing to put his life on the line for those he loves, but he must also possess moral courage. It is making the right decision and sticking to it no matter what, Josh. 1:6  -  Be strong and courageous . . .

3)
Responsibility:  He accepts responsibility.  He doesn’t pass the buck to others in his family; he recognizes that he is responsible for the condition of his family, * Gen. 3:17.  He takes responsibility for the hard jobs and dirty jobs. The man is “the head of the house,”  Matt. 24:43, Luke 12:39.  He is also called “the head of the wife, ”  Eph. 5:23
4)
Discernment:  He recognizes that there is a time to be firm and a time to be flexible. He cannot be manipulated by tears, threats, anger, or silence, Hosea 14:9. (NAS, NIV, RSV, KJV “understand”)

5)
True Masculinity:  His masculinity is secure. He is not threatened by doing housework, like washing the dishes, cooking supper, or vacuuming the floor.  

6)
Gentleness:  He should be tender, compassionate, and understanding, I Pet. 3:7,  I Thes. 2:7, Titus 3:2. This does not take away from his ability to get tough when the situation calls for it.  

gen•tle  [jen-tl]  adjective [Middle English gentil, from Old French, from Latin gentilis of a gens, of one’s family, from gent-, gens, nation; akin to Latin gigner to beget — more at kin]  (13th century) 1 a: belonging to a family of high social station; b archaic : chivalrous;  c: honorable, distinguished; specifically : of or relating to a gentleman; d: kind, amiable; e: suited to a person of high social station;  2 a: tractable, docile; b: free from harshness, sternness, or violence 3 : soft, delicate 4 : moderate

Lesson #14 (02/05/06) - Continued
gen•tle•man  [Middle English gentilman] (12th century) 1 a : a man of noble or gentle birth b : a man belonging to the landed gentry  c (1) : a man who combines gentle birth or rank with chivalrous qualities (2) : a man whose conduct conforms to a high standard of propriety or correct behavior  d (1) : a man of independent means who does not engage in any occupation or profession for gain (2) : a man who does not engage in a menial occupation or in manual labor for gain 2 : valet — often used in the phrase gentleman’s gentleman 3 : a man of any social class or condition — often used in a courteous reference ex.- show this gentleman to a seat or usually in the plural in address - ladies and gentlemen.

7) Maturity:  He is not childish.  I Cor. 13:11 - When I was a child, I used to speak as a child, think as a child, reason as a child; when I became a man, I did away with childish things.

8) Capacity to Love:  He must be able to put others before himself, Ephesians 5:25  -  Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her;  He must care enough about other people to really listen to them, James 1:19  - my beloved brethren, let everyone be quick to hear, slow to speak and slow to anger.

9)    Humility:  Willing to admit it when he is wrong and apologize when he has wronged others. Thoughtfulness and manners are also part of the package.

10)  Faithfulness:  A real man is faithful to his friends, his wife, his God, and to himself.

You may have noticed no commission given to women.  This in no way suggests that they are not important or that they are inferior to men in any way; they simply have a different role than men.  Is a quarterback more important than a lineman?  Most people would say, ”Yes”.  But the quarterback needs the lineman as much as the lineman needs the quarterback. The quarterback may get more notoriety, but that doesn’t mean that linemen are inferior or that they don’t count.

Is the command to “act like men” for men only or does it apply to women as well?  I think it does.  Certainly it doesn’t mean that they are to take on masculine characteristics or be domineering, but they need to be strong and courageous in the roles they play.  A woman can be strong and fearless and still be feminine. Every believer is tested, regardless of gender, to see if he will apply doctrine or fall apart under pressure.  
Lesson #15 (02/12/06)

(See Next Page)

Lesson #15 (02/12/06)

I Kings 2: 
Why it is important to know about Biblical Covenants:

· Only the God of the Bible, the only true God, makes covenants with His creatures.  You don’t find covenants in Islam, Buddhism, Hinduism, Baha’i, or any other religion. Quote from W.F. Albright, the Father of Archeology:  “Only the Hebrews, so far as we know, made covenants, contracts, with their gods or God.”

· A  covenant is a contract.  A contract  1) stipulates behavior 2) is interpreted literally 3) must be able to be checked to determine performance.  Divine contracts imply that there is a personal relationship between the Creator and creatures that controls history.  So history is under a contract. 

· How can God’s performance, doing what He said He would do in His covenants, be confirmed?

· Through covenants, we see that God can control the history of the universe, and if He can do that, then He certainly can control the history of you and me. 

Understanding covenants is an integral part of understanding eschatology.  
THE  CONDITIONAL  DAVIDIC COVENANT

The promise here, in verse 4, is a conditional covenant.  If the sons of David would be obedient to the Lord then there would be an unbroken succession of David’s sons reign on his throne,  1 Kings 2:4, 8:25, 9:4-5, Psa. 132:12.  Psa. 89:30-32.
THE  UNCONDITIONAL  DAVIDIC COVENANT

God gave David an unconditional covenant, known as the Davidic Covenant.  It was a promise that Messiah would come from the line of David,  II Sam. 7:11-16, Psa. 89:3-4, & 27-28, Matt. 1:1  [Son of David].
The Davidic covenant, 2 Sam. 7:12–16. The provisions of this covenant are summarized in v. 16 by the words “house,” promising a dynasty in the lineage of David; “kingdom,” referring to a people who are governed by a king; “throne,” emphasizing the authority of the king’s rule; “forever,” emphasizing the eternal and unconditional nature of this promise to Israel. This covenant will be fulfilled when Christ returns to rule over believing Israel.
To a people discouraged under Roman dominion, God announces that He has not forgotten His promises to provide Israel with a king to rule on David’s throne
Luke 1:31-33   -  And behold, you will conceive in your womb, and bear a son, and you shall name Him Jesus.  32 "He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David;  33 and He will reign over the house of Jacob forever; and His kingdom will have no end."

Lesson #15 (02/12/06) - Continued
The Davidic Covenant and the resurrection;

In Acts 13 Paul describes the covenant promises to David as a prediction and guarantee of bodily resurrection.  

Acts 13:34-35  - The fact that God raised him from the dead, never to decay, is stated in these words: “I will give you the holy and sure blessings promised to David.” So it is stated elsewhere: “You will not let your Holy One see decay.”

The Davidic descendant is, by resurrection, qualified to assume David’s kingship. History now awaits that coronation.

Other verses:

Romans 1:3  -  concerning His Son, who was born of a descendant of David according to the flesh,

Isaiah 9:6-7   -  For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; And the government will rest on His shoulders; And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.  7 There will be no end to the increase of His government or of peace, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and righteousness from then on and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will accomplish this.     

Jeremiah 23:5  -  Behold, the days are coming," declares the LORD, "When I shall raise up for David a righteous Branch; And He will reign as king and act wisely and do justice and righteousness in the land.

Matt. 1:1  - The record of the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah, the son of David . . .

Lesson #16 (02/19/06)

2.  Unfinished Business, I Kings 2:5-9.  There were certain unresolved issues that David had to pass on to Solomon. 

      Verse 5-6     What did Joab do to David? 

1) He killed David’s son, Absalom, against David’s explicit orders that Absalom should be spared, II Sam. 18:5.  

2) He ruthlessly murdered two commanding generals in peacetime.  He murdered Abner, 2 Samuel 3:27, because Abner killed Asahel, Joab’s brother in battle. 

3) He murdered Amasa, his cousin, 2 Samuel 20:9-10, because David made him commander over the armies in place of Joab. Neither case involved killing in battle. In both cases, the assaults were surprise attacks delivered under the guise of peace. 

4) Joab also sided with Adonijah instead of Solomon.  

5)    David described the blood of these two innocent victims as permanently staining Joab’s belt and sandals; the blood clung to him as did his guilt. In mercy, David had not executed any punishment for Joab’s actions, probably because Joab had shown David so much loyalty and had served him well. But justice had to be done. Solomon was left with the job. Joab had been living on borrowed time, but soon now, he would have to pay for his crimes. Though he had been long reprieved, he will be reckoned with at last;  time does not wear out the guilt of any sin, particularly that of murder.

Lesson #16 (02/19/06) - Continued
Verse 7 - The Sons of Barzillai:    Barzillai was one of the nobles from Gilead on the east bank of the Jordan who had helped to support David and his followers when they were fleeing from Absalom, 2 Samuel 17:27-29.  Following the Absalom rebellion, David had invited Barzallai to come and live in Jerusalem, but he had declined because of his advanced age.  At this time, no doubt, Barzallai had died, so David was determined to show kindness to his sons.  Solomon learned from this and would later write, Prov. 27:10 - Thy own friend, and thy father’s friend, forsake not.

Verse 8 – Shimei  was one of Saul’s relatives. When David and his company were fleeing from Absalom, they had happened to pass by Shimei who took the opportunity to hurl both insults and stones at the king. David’s men had offered to silence Shimei permanently, but David refused, II Sam. 16:5-14.

When David was victorious, only then did Shimei come to David with a band of 1000 Benjamites and begged for peace. Although David’s men wanted vengeance, again, David refused, II Sam. 19:15-23.

These two problem people that David mentioned would be potential, future problems for Solomon’s reign. He was made aware of this and was to be on his guard. 


Verses 36-46 reveal how Shimei saw the grace that Solomon had shown him as weakness. It cost him his life.

Lesson #17 (02/26/06)
Verse 10  - David’s last words are found in II Sam. 23:1-7 and his death is recorded in I Chron. 29: 22-28.  The City of David refers to Jerusalem, I Chron. 11:5, and also, to David’s native town, Bethlehem,  Luke 2:11. 

Lesson #18 (03/05/06)
ADONIJAH’S TREACHEROUS REQUEST,  1 KINGS 2:13-25
Although he was now the king, Solomon did not move against Adonijah.  Adonijah thought this inaction showed weakness and it emboldened him to make a very deceptive move against his regal half-brother. Adonijah went to Bathsheba, the mother of Solomon, and sought her intercession in order to obtain the former nurse of David for himself as his wife.

Then he said, "Please speak to Solomon the king, for he will not refuse you, that he may give me Abishag the Shunammite as a wife." 1 Kings 2:17
On the surface of things, this seems to be a harmless request. Perhaps Bathsheba thought this was the case because she agreed to make the request on Adonijah’s behalf. Evidently Adonihah was very cunning and convincing just as his half brother had been, Absalom. Bathsheba was totally deceived by him.

a. He probably emphasized how David did not had sex with Abishag

b. No doubt he expressed how much he loved her and couldn’t live without her.

Lesson #18 (03/05/06) - Continued
In ancient times, the king’s harem would pass to the king’s successor. Take a man’s kingdom and you would also take his wives. When David took Saul’s kingdom, he also took the wives of Saul into his keeping, 2 Samuel 12:8. 

After Saul died, there was a confrontation between Ish-bosheth, Saul’s son, and Abner, Saul’s commander-in-chief, over the issue of taking one of the king’s concubines.  Abner made Ish-bosheth king, 2 Sam. 2:9,  but in name only.  Abner was really running the show and when he took Rizpah, one of Saul’s concubines, Ish-bosheth confronted him then backed down because Abner got so angry at him for bringing it up.  

Footnote: Abner decided to end the conflict between the house of Saul and the house of David and recognized David as king over all Israel.  But then, Joab murdered Abner, and Ish-bosheth was murdered by two of his commanders named Baanah and Rechab.  They took Ish-bosheth’s head to David thinking that he would reward them, but he had them executed instead.
When Absalom drove David out of Jerusalem, he made it a point to go among the concubines of David in the sight of all Israel, 2 Samuel 16:20-22.   This fulfilled the prophecy of 2 Samuel 12:11-12.

Solomon saw through the request of Adonijah and recognized him for the conspirator that he was.  I don’t see this as “fratricide, murdering one’s brother” but as executing a person for conspiracy and treason. 

1 Kings 2:22 - King Solomon answered and said to his mother, "And why are you asking Abishag the Shunammite for Adonijah? Ask for him also the kingdom, for he is my older brother, even for him, for Abiathar the priest, and for Joab the son of Zeruiah!"

This verse suggests that Abiathar and Joab were conspiring with Adonijah to take the throne from Solomon.  

Accordingly, both Adonijah and Joab were put to death. 

1 Kings 2:26-27,  Abiathar was banished from the priesthood and consigned to stay in his own home.  The priesthood was given to the family of Zadok, 1 Kings 2:35, in fulfillment of the prophecy originally made to Eli,  1 Sam. 2:31-36.  What did Eli do to bring the prophecy of this destruction onto his family?  He failed to discipline his children, 1 Sam. 2:29.  Abiathar was the great, great grandson of Eli through Phinehas.  

Lesson #18 (03/05/06) - Continued
PRINCIPLES:

1. People like Adonijah and Shimei take grace and kindness as a weakness to be exploited. 

2. They have no gratitude or sense of appreciation.

3. They are super arrogant and flawed in their souls.

4. Giving such people another chance will only cause them to use you all the more.

5. These people are takers, and the more you give, the more they want.

6. Your kindness to them does not motivate them to be kind to others, Matt. 18:23-35.
7. There is no reason to feel guilty when you take necessary steps to stop people who exploit your kindness.

8. There can be devastating consequences for not doing so.  If Solomon had not taken action, he could have lost the throne as well as his life.

9. People who use other people are losers, and those who are being used are actually enabling them to remain losers.

10. Pulling the plug on their gravy train is actually doing them, as well as yourself, a favor.  

Lesson #19 (03/12/06) 
1 Kings 2:23-25    Solomon was just, decisive, and swift in dealing with Adonijah.  He was not deceived nor manipulated by his older brother. Justice was swift and Adonijah was executed that same day, not ten years later.

PRINCIPLE:   God commands us to be gracious, compassionate, and forgiving, but He does not command us to be suckers, doormats, or easy targets for people to use and abuse.

1 Kings 2:26-27   Because of Abiathar’s disloyalty to David and the Lord, he was banished from the priesthood and was ordered to stay in Anathoth. Anathoth was a city of refuge three miles northeast of Jerusalem. The fact that it was a city of refuge and  Solomon would not put Abiathar to death “at this time” implies that he would get the same punishment Shemei received if he dared leave the city, 

The priesthood was given to the family of Zadok, 1 Kings 2:35, in fulfillment of the prophecy originally made to Eli,  1 Sam. 2:31-36.    What did Eli do to bring the prophecy of this destruction onto his family?  He failed to discipline his children, 1 Sam. 2:29.  Abiathar was the great, great grandson of Eli through Phinehas.  

These two verses are particularly sad in light of the history between Abithar and David.  Abiathar was the only priest who survived the slaughter at Nob by order of King Saul. He managed to find David who was also fleeing from King Saul. David pledged himself to look after Abiathar, 1 Samuel 22:23 - "stay with me; do not be afraid, for he who seeks my life seeks your life, for you are safe with me."   Abiathar could have received blessings so great that they  would be passed down to his children if he had only stayed with David.  Remember Barzillai the Gileadite, I Kings 2:7?

There is a message for us here.  There are tremendous blessings for us if we stay with God.  However, we, too, can lose out like Abiathar did if we don’t stay the course till the end.  

Lesson #19 (03/12/06) - Continued
1 Kings 2:28 - 35   Now Solomon deals with Joab.  The fact that Joab fled to a place of refuge at the horns of the altar in the Tabernacle seems to be incriminating.  If he were not conspiring with Adonijah to take over the throne, why would he be so frightened?  

The strong curse mentioned in verse 33 was a quote from King David when he found out that Joab murdered Abner,

 2 Sam. 3:29.  What made this crime even more dastardly than normal was that the murder took place in Hebron, a city of refuge where blood avengers could not take a life without a trial taking place first.

The reason that Benaiah did not carry out Solomon’s orders to execute Joab the first time was because he recognized the horns of the alter to be a place of refuge, verse 30.  He ordered Joab to come out, but he refused.  Therefore he felt that it was necessary to get further instructions from the king.  See I Chron. 11:22-25 concerning Behaiah.

Solomon felt that he was not violating the sanctity of the horns of the alter by instructing Behaiah to execute Joab there because Joab himself said, “I will die here.”  Joab was doubly culpable for his behavior because he did not stay loyal to David till the end and was guilty of two murders besides that.  

1 Kings 2:36-46    We have already covered these verses when we studied about Shemei earlier.

















































Unconditional Covenant  –  God promises to do something and places no conditions on man before He will fulfill His promise.  God will do His part regardless of what man does.


Conditional Covenant  –  God promises to do something but places conditions that must be met on man before He will fulfill His promise.  God will do His part if man does his part.
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