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Lesson #20 (03/19/06) // 1st Kings Chapter 3
SOLOMON STARTS HIS REIGN   

The wisdom of Solomon, already evident in the record of his dealings with his political enemies, is reemphasized in chapter 3.

1 Kings 3:1   This verse seems to be out of chronological sequence with the other events of Solomon’s life. It is added here as an important historical fact and a portent of things to come. Solomon made a peace treaty with Pharaoh, king of Egypt, and sealed it by marrying his daughter. The motivation for this marriage was obviously political. Solomon was not as careful about marrying non-Israelites, as he should have been. But this union did result in peace with Israel’s neighbor to the southwest. Solomon housed his new bride in Jerusalem. After he finished several building projects including his palace, the temple, and other buildings, he prepared a special palace for her 1 Kings 7:8, 2 Chron. 8:11.
1 Kings 7:7-8   -  He made the hall of the throne where he was to judge, the hall of judgment, and it was paneled with cedar from floor to floor.  8 His house where he was to live, the other court inward from the hall, was of the same workmanship. He also made a house like this hall for Pharaoh's daughter, whom Solomon had married.

2 Chronicles 8:11    -  Then Solomon brought Pharaoh's daughter up from the city of David to the house which he had built for her, for he said, "My wife shall not dwell in the house of David, king of Israel, because the places are holy where the ark of the LORD has entered."

On his marriage with the Egyptian princess at the beginning of his reign, he assigned her a temporary abode in the city of David, that is, Jerusalem, until a suitable palace for his wife could be erected. While its construction was in progress, he himself lodged in the palace of David. But he did not allow her to live there because she was a pagan who had been taken away from her own country along with her pagan maidservants, and it would have been improper to have them live in such close proximity with the ark.

The Ark of the Covenant was located in a tent that David had constructed in Jerusalem, probably near or next to his palace,

 II Sam. 5:17, *II Sam. 6:16, I Chron. 15:1, 2 Chron. 1:4.

Lesson #20 (03/19/06) - Continued
It appears that Solomon saw this alliance with Egypt the expedient thing to do since he needed time to build his palace, the Temple, and to finish the walls around Jerusalem.  Solomon was as aggressive economically and politically as his father was militarily, and this no doubt was behind his decision to marry the daughter of the Pharaoh. Solomon did not get this idea from God because the marrying of foreign wives was forbidden by the Mosaic Law, Ex. 34:12-16,  Deut. 7:3, Ezra 10:1-10, Nehemiah. 13:26.   We have a similar mandate in 1 Cor. 6:14.  This decision set a bad precedent that led Solomon to marry many foreign women later, Deut. 17:17, *1 Kings 11:1-3.

1 Kings 3:2  

High Places were normally places where pagans worshiped their false gods, 1 Kings 11:7,8.  The high places were elevated platforms, usually built on top of a hill, and used by the Canaanites for worship. They were to be destroyed at the time of the conquest, Num. 33:52. The Israelites adapted the high place at Gibeon as a place to worship God before the temple at Jerusalem was constructed, 1 Kings 3:2,4; 1Chron. 16:39, 2 Chron. 33:17. 

Why did God allow Himself to be worshiped at a location where pagans worshipped their idols?  We will see the answer in verse 4.

1 Kings 3:3 
Solomon started out loving the Lord and keeping his statutes. The reference to burning incense on the high places probably refers to Solomon’s activity later in his reign when his heart was turned away from God by the influence of his foreign wives. David never worshiped idols on the high places. The Lord certainly loved Solomon because He gave him the name Jedidiah that means, “beloved of the Lord,” 2 Sam. 12:24-25.

Principle:  It’s not how we start our life out as a believer that counts, but how we finish it. 

1 Kings 3:4 
Gibeon was a hill-city, “one of the royal cities, greater than Ai, and all the men thereof were mighty,” Josh. 10:2.  It lay within the territory of Benjamin and became a priest-city, 18:25; 21:17.  The tabernacle was set up here after the destruction of Nob, and here it remained for many years until the temple was built by Solomon. It was located southwest of Ai, and about 5 1/2 miles north-northwest of Jerusalem. 

It was an important “high place” worship center because the tabernacle was there at the time, 1 Chron. 16:39-40, 

I Chron. 21:29, II Chron. 1:3, even though David had moved the Ark of the Covenant into Jerusalem, II Chron. 1:4.   As long as the tabernacle was migratory and the means for the national worship were merely provisional, the worship on those high places was tolerated. When Solomon completed the temple, every excuse for worship at a high place ceased. This explains why God allowed the sacrifices to be made there.

Solomon was very free and generous in what he did to honor God. He was not commanded to make these sacrifices, but when he offered sacrifice, he offered like a king in same proportion to his great wealth, a thousand burnt offerings.  Where God sows plentifully, he expects to reap accordingly; and those that truly love God do not give grudgingly.

Lesson #20 (03/19/06) - Continued
1 Kings 3:5










          

This is truly an incredible verse. How many jokes have you heard about asking a genie to grant you anything you ask for?  This is much better!

· It wasn’t a fairy tale

· Solomon didn’t have to rub a magic lantern

· The genie wasn’t a spirit or a fictional character, but the God of the entire universe

· He didn’t limit the number of wishes

· There were no limits at all as to what Solomon could ask for

1 Kings 3:6-9,  Solomon’s great response:

It appears that Solomon didn’t hesitate to answer the Lord.  His answer shows great humility and respect for his Father. First, he mentions the great kindness that the Lord had shown his father, David, and he recognized that he benefited from what we call “blessings by association”.  Solomon’s answer demonstrated his full awareness of the fact that God takes note of His faithful servants and rewards them.

He also recognized that it was God who had made him king, and it wasn’t anything that he had done to deserve such grace. Solomon did not say that he was a little child as if he was still a small boy because he was about twenty years old.  But he was referring to experience, realizing the great responsibility it took to be king over God’s people.

1 Chron. 29:1  -  Then King David said to the entire assembly, "My son Solomon, whom alone God has chosen, is still young and inexperienced and the work is great; for the temple is not for man, but for the LORD God.

Solomon did not ask for anything for himself. He asked for something that would help others and that would help him to be a better servant to the Lord. He didn’t ask for wisdom in order to impress others or to fulfill his own curiosity about things. He asked this in order to better serve the Lord and the people and to better discern right from wrong.

Notice in verse 8 that Solomon knows who is in charge when he refers to, “Your servant”, “Your people”, “which You have chosen”.  Solomon calls himself, “Thy servant” in verses 7, 8, and 9.

Lesson #21 (03/26/06) 
The answer to his question in verse 9 would be, “No one”.  No one was up to such a tremendous responsibility apart from the help and guidance of the Lord.  He knew there was no way he could fill his father’s shoes without the Lord’s help.

His father called him wise, 1 Kings 2:9,  but he did not allow that to go to his head. Solomon did not ask for intelligence but for true wisdom, there is a difference. The Hebrew concept of wisdom always involves the ability to “distinguish between right and wrong.” Wisdom is the practical and successful application of God’s truth to life’s situations. It is divine discernment in one’s thoughts, decisions, and actions.

Lesson #21 (03/26/06)  - Continued
1 Kings 3:10-15

God was pleased because Solomon was not selfish or seeking self-gratification. He didn’t ask for what most people would ask for    (1) long life, health     (2) riches, wealth, or    (3) defeat of enemies, fame.    See James 4:3

God responded with three unconditional promises and one conditional. Solomon was guaranteed wisdom, wealth, and honor unconditionally.  He was promised long life with this condition, “if you will walk in My ways.”
Matthew 7:7-8  - "Ask  [pray],  and it shall be given to you; seek  [learn doctrine],  and you shall find; knock  [apply doctrine],  and it shall be opened to you.  8 "For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it shall be opened.

1 John 5:14-15  -  And this is the confidence which we have before Him, that, if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us.  15 And if we know that He hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests which we have asked from Him.

Matthew 6:33  -  But seek ye first the kingdom of God and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.

Psalm 37:4-5  -  Delight thyself also in the LORD; and he shall give thee the desires of thine heart.

Commit thy way unto the LORD; trust also in him; and he shall bring it to pass.

Proverbs 1:7  -   The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. . . 

Proverbs 1-5  describes wisdom and its benefits. The result of Solomon’s wisdom was national respect by the people for the king for his wisdom and justice, 1 Kings 3:28.

2 Corinthians 9:8  -  And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work:

Ephesians 3:20  -  Now to Him who is able to do exceeding abundantly beyond all that we ask or think, according to the power that works within us,

One thing we can know for sure is that God equips us for whatever He calls on us to do. He made Solomon king and supplied all that he needed in order to fulfill his task.  

1 Kings 3:16-28

Solomon demonstrates his great gift of wisdom by deciding who was the true mother of a baby.

An Arab Proverb

(1) He that knows not and knows not that he knows not;   He is a fool—shun him! 

(2) He that knows not and knows that he knows not;  He is simple—teach him! 

(3) He that knows and knows not that he knows;  He is asleep—wake him! 

(4) He that knows and knows that he knows;  He is a wise man—follow him! 

Lesson #21 (03/26/06)  - Continued
McKinley’s Desire
When President McKinley took the oath of office as President, he placed great emphasis on these words: 

“Give me now wisdom and knowledge, that I may go out and come in before this people, that is so great,” 

1 Kings 3:7-8.  Even though he advanced to the highest honor possible, he was still deeply conscious of his responsibility and felt his need for divine assistance. 

Just after the inauguration, Rev. W. V. Morrison of New England, who had been one of Mr. McKinley’s teachers when a boy, called upon the President. When leaving, Mr. Morrison said, “You have a great responsibility resting upon you, but the love and confidence of the American people are behind you.” The president replied: “I hope I shall have the sympathy and prayers of yourself and all good people.”

Wiser Scientists
In January 1970, Max Born died. A close friend of Albert Einstein and a colleague of Max Planck and Otto Hahn, the nuclear physicists, he was one of the great minds of the twentieth century. In an interview on German television before his death, Born commented: “I’d be happier if we had scientists with less brains and more wisdom.”

Wisdom Teeth
Wisdom teeth are those at the extreme end of the jaws that do not make their appearance until people have come to years of discretion. When people say or do silly things, the remark is made to them that “they have not yet cut their wisdom teeth,” or reached the years of discretion. 

Wisdom is the something that enables us to use knowledge rightly.   Prov. 1 - 5

The wise carry their knowledge as they do their watches, not for display, but for their own use.  James 3:13-18

There are two kinds of cleverness, and both are priceless. One consists of thinking of a bright remark in time to say it. The other consists of thinking of it in time not to say it. —The English Digest   1 Cor. 1:18-31.
Lesson #22 (04/02/06) 
THE LIST & DESCRIPTION OF THE MINISTRIES OF GOD THE HOLY SPIRIT

This is how we acquire wisdom.  

THE HOLY SPIRIT’S MINISTRIES:

1. INDWELLING (John 14:16-17, 1 Cor. 3:16, 6:19)
2. Filling (Eph. 5:18)
3. Teaching (1Cor. 2:12-16)
4. Recalling B.D. (1 Cor. 2:10)

5. Establishing Confidence (Romans 8:16)
6. Leading (Gal. 5:18)
7. Intercessory (Romans 8:26-27)
8. Producing Fruit (Gal 5:22-26)
Lesson #23 (04/09/06) // 1st Kings Chapter 4 
Solomon Organized His New Administration
1 Kings 4:1-6

Delegation of authority is a mark of wisdom. Solomon appointed 11 cabinet rank officials over his government.

Three men were called priests: Azariah, vs. 2,  Zadok & Abiathar, vs. 4. Azariah, a son of Zadok, was Zadok’s grandson, 1 Chron. 6:8-9. ”Son“ often means descendant.  Abiathar was listed here as one of Solomon’s officials because even though he was fired from being high priest, he retained the title and honor after he was deposed. 

1. Solomon was the wisest man who ever lived with the exception of Jesus Christ,  I Kings 3:12, but he had characteristics that were typical of other kings. Israel started out as a theocracy with God ruling it, however the people decided that they wanted a human king like all of the other nations. God had appointed Samuel to be a judge over Israel and couldn’t believe that they were so stupid.  He was very angry with them.

1 Samuel 8:7  -   And the LORD said to Samuel, "Listen to the voice of the people in regard to all that they say to you, for they have not rejected you, but they have rejected Me from being king over them.

Then God informed Samuel what to expect if they had a king, and then Samuel told the people.

a.   Drafting of young men and women, 11-13.
b.   Taxation of flocks and crops, 14-45.
c.   Appropriation of servants and animal, 16.

d.   Loss of personal freedom, 17b.

Lesson #23 (04/09/06) - Continued 
1 Samuel 8:18-20  -  "Then you will cry out in that day because of your king whom you have chosen for yourselves, but the LORD will not answer you in that day."  19) Nevertheless, the people refused to listen to the voice of Samuel, and they said, "No, but there shall be a king over us,  20) that we also may be like all the nations, that our king may judge us and go out before us and fight our battles."

2.  Solomon was the wisest man but he was still fallible.  

a.  He went outside God’s boundaries when he married the daughter of Pharaoh.

b.  Then he centralized power by erasing tribal boundaries with 12 new geographical locations.  He appointed a man over each new area that answered directly to him. God divided the land between the various tribes, Joshua Chapters 14-19, but Solomon ignored those boundaries and set up his own, 1 Kings 4:7-19.

3. God is always against internationalism and centralization of power because it makes it hard for Satan to gain control. In the Tribulation, there will be a one-world government, one-world religion, one-world economy, and one-world military. God told Adam and Eve to be fruitful and to fill the earth, Gen. 1:28.  He also told Noah and his sons to be fruitful and to fill the earth, Gen. 9:1.

In Genesis chapter 11, God confused the language to cause the people to disperse into different areas.  Then they were divided further into nations and tribes

Deuteronomy 32:8  - "When the Most High gave the nations their inheritance, when He separated the sons of man, He set the boundaries of the peoples according to the number of the sons of Israel.

Acts 17:26   -  and He made from one, every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined their appointed times, and the boundaries of their habitation,

Job 12:23  -  23 "He makes the nations great, then destroys them; He enlarges the nations, then leads them away.

4.  A similar situation of the centralizing of power in Solomon’s day also occurred here after Civil War.  It was brought on by the infamous 14th Amendment to the Constitution.  

a. To understand what happened, first one must understand that the 13 Colonies became sovereign nations.

b. They formed a Constitution that established a confederated government to link them together for the purpose of creating a strong defense against foreign enemies.

c. The Constitution gave this new confederated government a few limited powers but was very careful to confine it to those limited powers by means of the 9th and 10th amendments.

d. A Citizen of the united States of America was considered to be a Citizen of their nation state.

e. People of several of the Southern States withdrew from that union and formed their own nation. It was called the Confederate States of America. They had the right to withdraw and form their own nation; see the Declaration of Independence

f. The result was the war that started on April 12, 1861, 145 years ago. Today, April 9, 2006 is the 141st anniversary of the end of that war. That war is mistakenly called “the Civil War” or “the War between the States”.  

g. The Confederate States of America lost the war, so in wasn’t long until the infamous 14 Amendment was presented. The confederated government was essentially subordinate to the States but the 14th Amendment changed it into a federal government.

Lesson #24 (04/16/06) 
5.  To better understand the 14th Amendment, we will start with the 13th Amendment that recognized the United States to be the several states, not a centralized federal government.
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Lesson #24 (04/16/06) - Continued
Amendment  9   of  1791
The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall not be construed to deny or disparage others retained by the people

Amendment  10  of  1791
The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the states, are reserved to the states respectively, or to the people. 

Amendment  13   of  1865
Section 1. Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for crime whereof the party shall have been duly convicted, shall exist within the United States, or any place subject to their jurisdiction. 

Section 2. Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation. 

Amendment  14   of  1868
Section 1.  All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United States and of the state wherein they reside. No state shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of the United States; nor shall any state deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws. 

All Persons,  “All” does not refer only to slaves but to everyone who lived in the geographical area of the Unite States.  “persons”  with a small “p”.  The U.S. Constitution used the word “People” with a capital “P”.   The word persons“ is different in a legal sense and it was used to make people smaller and the government bigger.
and subject to the jurisdiction,  doesn’t say that all people are subject to jurisdiction of the U.S.  Evidently some are and some are not under said jurisdiction.

citizens,  notice that it is spelled with a small “c”.  The U.S. Constitution used a capital “C” when referring to Citizens.  Again, this reduces the status of the people.

No state,  the two words that turned everything upside down!  The purpose of the U.S. Constitution was to restrict the federal government, not the states. [Ex. 1st Amendment – “Congress shall make no law respecting the establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof.”]  For the first time we have the federal government restricting the states.  “Privileges” and “immunities” are very general terms, purposely vague.

nor shall any state,   the states are restricted further.  How a state would deprive one of  life, liberty, and property is not spelled out.  

Nor [shall any state] deny any person in its jurisdiction the equal protection under the law.  Its is singular and refers not to the jurisdiction of the several states, as noted in the 13th Amendment where it says, “their jurisdiction,” but to the jurisdiction of the Federal Government.
Lesson #24 (04/16/06) - Continued
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Section 2.  Representatives shall be apportioned among the several states according to their respective numbers, counting the whole number of persons in each state, excluding Indians not taxed. But when the right to vote at any election for the choice of electors for President and Vice President of the United States, Representatives in Congress, the executive and judicial officers of a state, or the members of the legislature thereof, is denied to any of the male inhabitants of such state, being twenty-one years of age, and citizens of the United States, or in any way abridged, except for participation in rebellion, or other crime, the basis of representation therein shall be reduced in the proportion which the number of such male citizens shall bear to the whole number of male citizens twenty-one years of age in such state. 

Men who were part of the Confederate States of America were not allowed to vote in the United States.
Section 3.  No person shall be a Senator or Representative in Congress, or elector of President and Vice President, or hold any office, civil or military, under the United States, or under any state, who, having previously taken an oath, as a member of Congress, or as an officer of the United States, or as a member of any state legislature, or as an executive or judicial officer of any state, to support the Constitution of the United States, shall have engaged in insurrection or rebellion against the same, or given aid or comfort to the enemies thereof. But Congress may by a vote of two-thirds of each House, remove such disability.

Lesson #24 (04/16/06) - Continued
If you held an elected governmental office in the Union before the war, but then sided with the South in any way, then you were not allowed to hold public office or hold any civilian or military office in either federal or state governments,  

Section 4.  The validity of the public debt of the United States, authorized by law, including debts incurred for payment of pensions and bounties for services in suppressing insurrection or rebellion, shall not be questioned. But neither the United States nor any state shall assume or pay any debt or obligation incurred in aid of insurrection or rebellion against the United States, or any claim for the loss or emancipation of any slave; but all such debts, obligations and claims shall be held illegal and void. 

Section 5. The Congress shall have power to enforce, by appropriate legislation, the provisions of this article. 
Lesson #25 (04/30/06) 
THE SIZE OF SOLOMON’S KINGDOM AND ITS LOGISTICAL SUPPORT       

1 Kings 4:20-28  

1.   Israel grew in number and was greatly prospered.  This prosperity occurred because of God’s grace and their blessings by association with King David. The people were “eating, drinking, and making merry,” 4:20, but we do not read of their interest in the Law of the Lord. It is possible for a person to enjoy material prosperity and still be spiritual, as in the case of Abraham, but most people cannot handle much wealth.  Verse 25 contains the prosperity idiom.

2.   The amount of provisions to sustain Solomon and his house for one day is astonishing. Thirty kors of fine flour is equal to 196 bushels. Sixty kors of meal is equal to 392 bushels.  The provisions for one month would be:


53,940 gallons of fine flour
107,880 gallons of meal


310 fat oxen


620 pasture fed oxen


3,100 sheep plus dear, gazelles, roebucks, and fattened fowls


Enough barley and straw to feed 12,000 horses for a month

3.   However, the seeds of sin and apostasy were being sown. Solomon brought horses from Egypt, 10:26–29, in direct disobedience to the Law, Deut. 17:16. He also multiplied wives, 11:1 and Deut. 17:17. These sins eventually brought ruin to the kingdom. 

4.   The provisions described here would have fed some 4,000 - 5,000 people though some estimates run as many as 14,000! The figures suggest that Solomon developed a large, complex bureaucracy.

5.   Verse 26 says that Solomon had 40,000 stalls for horses and chariots, but many consider this to be a copying error because II Chron. 9:25 says that Solomon had 4,000 stalls for horses and chariot, a more realistic number. It also says that he stationed them in what is called “chariot cities”.
Lesson #26 (05/07/06) 
Solomon’s fantastic intellect and wisdom  
Verses 29-34     
1.  Verse 31- Ethan the Ezrahite was a known for his wisdom and wrote Psalm 89.  According to I Chron. 15:19 both Ethan and Heman were also singers.  The last three of these four were the sons of Mahol, but in 1 Chronicles 2:6 they, along with Ethan and Zimri, are said to be ”sons  [descendants]  of Zerah.“ Apparently Mahol was the father of the four, Ethan, Heman, Calcol, and Darda, and Zimri, whose father was Zerah, was an ancestor several generations earlier.

2.  Solomon created Proverbs, love poetry in Song of Solomon, and philosophical inquiry in Ecclesiastes. To say that Solomon “named” plants and animals means that he mastered zoology and biology.  Several hundred of Solomon’s 3,000 proverbs have been preserved in the Book of Proverbs as well as a few in Ecclesiastes. Some of the 1,005 songs he wrote are found in the Bible, Psalm 72, 127, 132, also the Song of Songs. Solomon’s literary output was extremely prolific.

3.  When we read this chapter in the light of later events it is hard to avoid the conclusion that the extravagance of Solomon’s court, and the burden which it placed on the northern tribes, were the seeds of discontent which eventually split the kingdom.

1 Kings 12:3-5  -  Then they sent and called him, and Jeroboam and all the assembly of Israel came and spoke to Rehoboam, saying,  4) "Your father made our yoke hard; now therefore lighten the hard service of your father and his heavy yoke which he put on us, and we will serve you."  5) Then he said to them, "Depart for three days, then return to me." So the people departed.

This reminds us of the warning about having a king that God gave to the Israelites through Samuel, I Sam. 8:12-15.   Also read  Deut. 17:14-20. 

4. While Solomon possessed great ability he did not always apply it to his own life. Thus the wisest man who ever lived  did not live as wisely as many others who preceded and followed him. Having insight into life does not guarantee that one will choose to do what is right. 
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