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Chapter 5: Lesson 027
Chapter 6 &7 : Lessons 028-029
1st Kings 3:1-7:51
Lesson #27-28 (05/14-21/06) // 1st Kings Chapter 5
preparations for the temple
I KINGS 5:1-12   

1. David was the man who started the entire project. God approved the project but made it clear that Solomon would do the actual work. David made ready the plans, 1 Chron. 28:11–21, and the costly materials, 1 Chron. 22:5, 14–16. He encouraged his Solomon in the work and assured him that God would faithfully assist him, 1 Chron. 28:1–21.

2. Although he is styled simply “king of Tyre”, Hiram evidently ruled over a large part of the Phoenician coast and the forested mountains of Lebanon;  men from Sidon and Byblos (Gebal) were among the workers he supplied. 

3. In return for the timber and craftsmen, Solomon supplied Hiram’s court with grain and olive oil. The arrangement was embodied in a treaty, verse 11.  110,000 gallons of wine, 110,000 gallons of olive oil, 110,000 gallons of crushed wheat, and 110,000 gallons of barley. The amount of grain supplied each year to Hiram’s court (11) was not much less than the amount consumed annually by Solomon’s. In other words, the commitment must have virtually doubled the grain tax, which the people of Israel had to pay.



The amount of grain supplied each year to Hiram’s court (11) was not much less than the amount consumed annually by Solomon’s. In other words, the commitment must have virtually doubled the grain tax, which the people of Israel had to pay.

5:13-18
1.  In addition to slave labor, Solomon relied on the corvee [unpaid laborers[ to provide workers. This practice was common in ancient times, and involved claiming a person’s labor as sort of a personal tax. By alternating shifts Solomon was able to maintain agricultural production at home, while keeping work moving on his massive construction project. 
2.  The carrying of burdens and the irksome work of excavating the quarries was assigned to the remnant of the Canaanites, 1Ki 9:20; 2 Ch 8:7–9.
Lesson #29 (05/28/06) // 1st Kings Chapter 6-7
(See Next Page)

Lesson #29 (05/28/06) // 1st Kings Chapter 6-7
(See Visual : Temple Building)

Construction of the Temple

6:1  Why is this date given for the beginning of construction of the Temple (966 B.C.)  referenced all the way back to the exodus of the Israelites from Egypt (1446 B.C.)?

a. It invites comparison between the two events; it suggests that the building of the temple was as significant an  

event in Israel’s history as that which saw the birth of the nation.

b. By placing the temple project in its historical context, it reminds us that Yahweh is a God whose purposes are 

worked out in history and whose plans are often long-term. The promise of a place which ‘the Lord your God will choose … to put his Name there for his dwelling’ (Dt. 12:5) took many lifetimes to find its fulfillment. 
6:2-3   cu•bit  noun [Middle English, from Latin cubitum elbow, cubit] (14th century): any of various ancient unitsof length based on the length of the forearm from the elbow to the tip of the middle finger and usually equal to about 18 inches 

The Temple was approximately  100 ft. long, 35 ft. wide, and 50 feet high.  It had a triple-decker arrangement for rooms with a winding staircase for access.  That seems somewhat small by today’s standards but even then it wasn’t noted for its size but its beauty and grandeur 

6:4-6   “nave”  - the central point,  the main part of the interior of a church;   The narrow clerestory windows were evidently high on the walls above the three stories of side rooms that surrounded the temple on two or three sides. The temple’s main hall and the inner sanctuary were the holy place and the most holy place, respectively. The structure around the building was built against the outer sides and perhaps the back of the temple. This structure was probably about 25-30 feet high and was divided into three stories of side rooms each of which was 7 1/2 feet high on the inside. These rooms were used by the priests for storage and service. The rooms were smallest (7 1/2 wide) on the first floor which also contained hallways and stairways (cf. v. 8), larger on the second floor (9 wide) with some space also given to halls and stairs, and largest on the third floor (10 1/2 wide).
Construction of  Other Buildings

7: 1-6   The palace was larger and took longer to build, 13 years, compared with 7 ½ years for the temple. The Palace of the Forest of Lebanon, 1 Kings 10:17, 21, Isa. 22:8, was probably given its name because of the extensive use of Lebanese cedar throughout, 1 Kings 7:2-3.  It was located not in Lebanon but in Jerusalem. It measured 150 feet by 75 feet and was 45 feet high. The floor space was 11,250 square feet that was more than four times the 2,700 square feet of the temple floor. The palace evidently served as an armory, 1 Kings 10:17, Isa. 22:8.  Apparently, next to it was a pillared colonnade, a covered walkway surrounding a patio, that had a front portico or porch with a roof and supporting pillars.
Lesson #29 (05/28/06) // 1st Kings Chapter 6-7 - Continued
7: 7-11  Solomon’s throne hall, the Hall of Justice, was attached to the Palace of the Forest of Lebanon, vs,. 8a, and a separate residence/palace for Pharaoh’s daughter whom he had married, vs. 8b, all of harmonious design. A great courtyard, vs. 9, united all these buildings into one palace complex. The structures were all built of stone except for the roofs, and they rested on stone foundations. Each stone was cut to size with a saw. Palestinian limestone can be cut with a saw when freshly quarried, but hardens when exposed to the elements.

7: 12   The great palace courtyard was protected by a wall similar in design to that around the inner courtyard of the temple, cf. 6:36. The palace was probably built close to the temple. 

7: 13-14   Hiram should not be confused with Hiram, the King of Tyre , 1 Kings 5:1. He was a skilled craftsman, also from Tyre whose mother was an Israelite widow from Naphtali, and whose father was a Phoenician of Tyre. According to 2 Chronicles 2:14, His mother was from Dan. Perhaps Dan was the tribe into which she was born and Naphtali was her residence, or vice versa. His special talent was working with bronze.

7: 15-22   Hiram cast two huge bronze pillars, each measured thirty-two and a half feet long without the capitals and six feet in diameter.  With their capitals the pillars were over 34 feet high. Much detail is given in 1 Kings 7:17-20, 22  to demonstrate the beauty and intricacy of these free-standing monuments.  If hollow, as Whiston in his translation of Josephus thinks, Jer 52:21, the metal would be about three and a half inches thick so that the whole casting of one pillar must have been from sixteen to twenty tons. The height of the capitals was eight and three-fourths feet; and, at the same thickness of metal, would not weigh less than seven or eight tons each. The nature of the workmanship in the finishing of these capitals is described in 1Kings 7:17–22. The pillars, when set up, would stand forty feet in height, erected on either side of the temple portico.  Jachin, the name of the south pillar, means ”He, the Lord, establishes,“ and Boaz, the name of the north pillar, means ”In Him, the Lord, is strength.“ These stood as a testimony to God’s security and strength available to the nation as she obeyed Him.

7: 23-26   The Sea, also called The Great Laver, was gigantic in size: 15 feet across its circular rim and 7 1/2 feet high. The ”Sea“ looked like a huge basin resting on the backs of the 12 sculptured bulls that supported it, and it could contain 2,000 baths, 11,500 gallons of water. This basin served as a reservoir for the temple courtyard. II Chronicles 4:5 includes the statement that the laver ”held 3,000 baths“,  17,500 gallons. Perhaps this was its total capacity but it actually contained 2,000 baths.  These oxen must have been of considerable size, like the Assyrian bulls, so that their corresponding legs would give thickness or strength to support so great a weight for, when the vessel was filled with water, the whole weight would be about one hundred tons 

7: 27-40a   The 10 bronze movable stands were evidently used for butchering sacrificial animals. Each was six feet square and five and one-half feet high at its highest point. On the surface of each stand was a basin, vs.38, that held about 300 gallons of water. Apparently another basin, vs. 30, drained into a circular frame below, perhaps a tank, through an opening. Each stand had decorated panels on each side and four bronze wheels. These 10 identical work tables could be wheeled around the inner courtyard as needed. Five were stationed on the south side of the temple and five on the north.  When full of water, they weighed over two tons.
Lesson #29 (05/28/06) // 1st Kings Chapter 6-7 - Continued
Verse 40b-47  This summary of Hiram’s handiwork and the crafting of these furnishings in so much detail emphasizes the magnificent beauty, symmetry, and glory of the temple. The bronze objects were cast in clay molds in the . . . Jordan Valley between Succoth and Zarethan, about 35 miles north of the Dead Sea and east of the Jordan River. There were two reasons why things were cast there:

1. One reason assigned by commentators for the castings being made there is, that at such a distance from Jerusalem that city would not be annoyed by the smoke and noxious vapors necessarily occasioned by the process.

2.  But the true reason is to be found in the nature of the soil; Margin, “the thickness of the ground.” That part of the Jordan valley abounds with marl. Clay and sand are the molding material still used for bronze. 

 Bronze was so abundant that it was not even weighed.

Verse 48-50 The furniture and accessories. Bronze was used for the furnishings outside the temple, 40-45, but the furniture on the inside was made of gold. The golden altar was the altar of incense. The table for the bread of the Presence, ”showbread,“ KJV, was possibly one larger table with nine others with it, which, though not mentioned here, are mentioned in 2 Chronicles 4:8, ”10 tables,“ and 2 Chronicles 4:19, ”tables“. Whereas the tabernacle had one lampstand, the temple had 10 lampstands in the holy place or the main hall. Other items were all of gold as well, including even the door .sockets.

Christ is the reality to which the symbolic elements of the tabernacle point.  

LAMP-STANDS  (menorahs)

John 8:12  Again therefore Jesus spoke to them, saying, "I am the light of the world; he who follows Me shall not walk in the darkness, but shall have the light of life."

TABLES OF SHOWBREAD

John 6:35  Jesus said to them, "I am the bread of life; he who comes to Me shall not hunger, and he who believes in Me shall never thirst.

ALTER OF INCENSE

Acts 10:4  . . . And he said to him, "Your prayers and alms have ascended as a memorial before God.

Revelation 8:4   And the smoke of the incense, with the prayers of the saints, went up before God out of the angel's hand.

LAVER

John 13:8 8 Peter said to Him, "Never shall You wash my feet!" Jesus answered him, "If I do not wash you, you have no part with Me."

ARK OF THE COVENANT

Romans 3:25   whom God displayed publicly as a propitiation[ Grk. hilisterion – the same word translated “mercy seat” in Heb. 9:5] in His blood through faith. This was to demonstrate His righteousness,

BRAZEN ALTER

John 1:29   The next day he saw Jesus coming to him, and said, "Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!

Ephesians 5:2   and walk in love, just as Christ also loved you, and gave Himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma.

Lesson #29 (05/28/06) // 1st Kings Chapter 6-7 - Continued
Verse 50-51  To all these items were added the furnishings King David had prepared and dedicated for temple service 2 Sam. 8:11; 1 Chron. 22:14; 29:1-9. The treasuries of the Lord‘s temple were probably the rooms of the temple in the surrounding ”structure“ 1 Kings 6:5-6.

Location of the Temple  Built on Mount Moriah on the threshing-floor of Ornan or Araunah, 1Ch 21:28-30;  2Ch 3:1. 
         2 Chronicles 3:1   -  Then Solomon began to build the house of the LORD in Jerusalem on Mount Moriah, where the Lord had appeared to his father David, at the place that David had prepared, on the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite.


Genesis 22:2   -  And He said, "Take now your son, your only son, whom you love, Isaac, and go to the land of Moriah; and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I will tell you."
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