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1st Kings 10:1-12:33
Lesson #40 (10/15/06) // 1st Kings Chapter 10
10: 1-10 & 13    ave
These eleven verses have been the source of much speculation and legend.  Movies have been made portraying this section of scripture:

· Solomon and Sheba (1959), starring Yul Brynner and Gina Lollobrigida   
· Solomon and Sheba (1995), starring Halle Berry 

1. Some think her country was the Sabean kingdom of Yemen, of which the capital was Saba, in Arabia; others think that it was in Ethiopia, that is, Abyssinia, towards the south of the Red Sea. The Yemen view harmonizes with the language of our Lord, as Yemen means “South”; and this country, extending to the shores of the Indian ocean, might in ancient times be considered “the uttermost parts of the earth.”
2.  The queen of Sheba was not invited by Solomon yet she traveled over a thousand miles carriying very valuable gifts to give him.  Travel was not easy in those days but it was especially hard for women carrying treasure.  Futhermore, she had to find someone to take her place in her absence.

3.  She heard of Solom’s wisdom and she went to ask him dificult questions.  We don’t know if she was trying to find out if he was everything that he was cracked up to be or if she was trying to see if she might be smarter than he was.

4.  He no doubt was impressed with her and according to verse two and three, they definitely had a great rapport.  

5.  Verse 4-5 informs us that she was very impressed with him.  Today we would say that she was “blown away” by him.  Any ideas she had about competing with him vanished.  This is observed by the phrase, “there was no more spirit in her”.  This phrase is translated in II Chron. 9:4 as, “she was breathless”.  Some commentators think this means that she was sexually turned on by him.

6.  Verse 9, The queen of Sheba used a phrase very much like the one Hiram, king of Tyre, used in I Kings 5:7 to express the fact that it was God who was responsible for Solomon’s greatness.  It is possible that the queen was converted and started to worship the true God but we don’t know for sure.  

7.  She gave Solomon about 4 1/2 tons of gold, precious stones, and spices which were about as valuable as gold.

     According to Oriental custom, Solomon he gave her ample remuneration for the presents she had brought.﻿ He gave    her everything she asked for.
Lesson #40 (10/15/06) - Continued
8.  We don’t know the queen’s name.  We don’t know for sure where she came from.  We don’t know how long she 

      stayed in Jerusalem.  We don’t know if she was saved.  But we do know that she went back to her country.

9.  There are many legends about the Queen of Sheba.  One says that the Biblical passage refers to the gifts Makeda presented King Solomon of Israel on her famed journey to visit the Judean monarch. But Makeda's gift to Solomon extended beyond material objects. She also gave him a son, Menelik. The boy's remarkable resemblance to his grandfather prompted Solomon to re-christen Menelik. Solomon later re-named his son after his own father, the legendary King David. Menelik is the founder of Ethiopia's Solomonic dynasty. It is Menelic who is believed to be responsible for the Ark of the Covenant being taken to Ethiopia

10. The queen of Sheba appears as the "Queen of the South" in Matthew 12:42 and Luke 11:31, where Jesus  indicates that she and the Ninevites wouldl be considered when the Jews who rejected Jesus were judged.
11.  Matthew Chpt. 12 outline:
The Pharisees accused His disciples of “doing what is unlawful on the Sabbath”, 12:1–8.

Jesus healed on the Sabbath and they respond by plotting to kill Him!, vs. 9–14.

Rather than engage in angry debate Jesus withdrew to continue His healing ministry, vs. 15–21.
Jesus healed a demon possessed man, and the crowd speculates that He might be the Messiah, vs. 22–23.
They accused Him of getting His powers from Satan. Christ warns them that they have committed an “unforgivable sin”, vs. 24–32.
Their words revealed the evil in their hearts, vs. 33–37.
They demand a miraculous sign, Jesus promises only the “sign of the Prophet Jonah,” vs. 38–45.
The people of Nineveh and the Queen of Sheba was mentioned by our Lord to compare their positive volition with the negative volition of the Pharisees.  Vs. 40-42
The Queen of Sheba appears as the "Queen of the South" in Matthew 12:42 and Luke 11:31, where Jesus indicates that she and the Ninevites will judge the Jews who rejected Jesus.
The queen was apparently quite rich herself, as she brought 4.5 tons of gold (more than 4,000 kilograms) with her to give to Solomon, 1 Kings 10:10.

· Solomon and Sheba (1959), starring Yul Brynner and Gina Lollobrigida 
· Solomon and Sheba (1995), starring Halle Berry 

The Biblical passage refers to the gifts Makeda presented King Solomon of Israel on her famed journey to visit the Judean monarch. But Makeda's gift to Solomon extended beyond material objects. She also gave him a son, Menelik. The boy's remarkable resemblance to his grandfather prompted Solomon to re-christen Menelik. Solomon later re-named his son after his own father, the legendary King David. Menelik is the founder of Ethiopia's Solomonic dynasty. It is Menelic who is believed to be responsible for the Ark of the Covenant being taken to Ethiopia.

Lesson #40 (10/15/06) - Continued
Matthew Chpt. 12
They accuse His disciples of “doing what is unlawful on the Sabbath”, 12:1–8.

Jesus heals on the Sabbath and they respond by plotting to kill Him!, vs. 9–14.

Rather than engage in angry debate Jesus withdraws to continue His healing ministry, vs. 15–21.
Jesus heals a demon possessed man, and the crowd speculates that He might be the Messiah, vs. 22–23.
They accuse Him of getting His powers from Satan. Christ warns them that they have committed an “unforgivable sin”, vs. 24–32.
Their words have revealed the evil in their hearts, vs. 33–37.
They demand a miraculous sign, Jesus promises only the “sign of the Prophet Jonah,” vs. 38–45.
Lesson #41 (10/22/06)

1. 1 Kings 8:62-63  -  Now the king and all Israel with him offered sacrifice before the LORD.  63 Solomon offered for the sacrifice of peace offerings, which he offered to the LORD, 22,000 oxen and 120,000 sheep. So the king and all the sons of Israel dedicated the house of the LORD. 

a. This tremendous number of animals was not provided only from Solomon but from the common people.  This tells us that Israel had  something that was unique in the ancient world, a middle class.

b. Also, they had no paper money, all transactions were carried out by bartering or dealing with silver or gold coins.  Therefore, they were not ravaged by the destroying effects of inflation.

2. 1 Kings 10:24-25  -  All the earth was seeking the presence of Solomon, to hear his wisdom which God had put in his heart.  25) They brought every man his gift, articles of silver and gold, garments, weapons, spices, horses, and mules, so much year by year.   Certainly there were those who had to pay taxes exacted by governors as mentioned in verse 15, but here it appears that  the gifts Solomon received were voluntarily given.  Why were they given?  For the same reason lobbyists contribute to politicians, to get favors in return.

3.  WISDOM         
If you read Proverbs, you are probably aware that in the first nine chapters, wisdom is personified as a lady.  You may be puzzled over why wisdom is pictured as lady.  Why would wisdom be looked upon as a female? It’s a major thing in Proverbs  you can’t escape.  It was deliberately stuck in there, so we have to look and say, wait a minute, what’s the female quality of wisdom all about?  

If you go back to the garden to Adam, Adam was given a calling from God. Then God created Eve as an ‘ezer, Gen. 2:18  (dgn) that is translated in our Bible as a helper or a helpmate, this is the English rendition of it.  People read that and don’t look at it carefully.  A helpmate is to do what? What came first? Adam was told by God to subdue the earth, he had a calling, and he was alone.  What’s the role of the ‘ezer?  Now it starts to gel interesting, because the calling of the human race cannot be done without this helper, the female. She’s always there. 

Lesson #41 (10/22/06) - Continued
The woman is the one who completes a culture.  She is the one who finishes it off, the one who adorns it.  Here is a good illustration: The guy builds the house, and who decorates it?  The woman is essential; you can’t get the culture finished without her. That’s why wisdom is pictured as a lady, she is man’s helper.  

Now here is the point : Just as Adam could not complete the task assigned to him by God without the woman, we cannot complete the task given to us by God without wisdom.  Just as every man needs a woman, every person needs wisdom.

4.  Deut. 17:14-20  limits political authority.  All political institutions, Biblically speaking, are under the authority of the Word of God.  Any claim by any king, any government, any administration, that they are the ultimate authority is a false claim.  The kingship of Solomon was called directly into existence by God.  And God put  constraints on him.  This is a model for all other leaders.  Solomon’s authority was derived from a higher authority.

(1.)  DON’T MULTIPLY HORSES.
* Deuteronomy 17:16  -  "Moreover, he  [the king]  shall not multiply horses for himself,

1 Kings 10:26   -  Now Solomon gathered chariots and horsemen; and he had 1,400 chariots and 12,000 horsemen, and he stationed them in the chariot cities and with the king in Jerusalem.

1 Kings 4:26  -  Solomon had 40,000 stalls of horses for his chariots, and 12,000 horsemen

(2.)  DON’T GO TO EGYPT

* Deuteronomy 17:16   -  "Moreover, he shall not multiply horses for himself, nor shall he cause the people to return to Egypt to multiply horses, since the LORD has said to you, 'You shall never again return that way.'

* Isaiah 31:1-3  -   Woe to those who go down to Egypt for help and rely on horses, and trust in chariots because they are many and in horsemen because they are very strong, but they do not look to the Holy One of Israel, nor seek the LORD !   2) Yet He also is wise and will bring disaster and does not retract His words, but will arise against the house of evildoers and against the help of the workers of iniquity.  3) Now the Egyptians are men and not God, And their horses are flesh and not spirit; So the LORD will stretch out His hand, and he who helps will stumble and he who is helped will fall, and all of them will come to an end together.

1 Kings 10:28-29  -  Also Solomon's import of horses was from Egypt and Kue, and the king's merchants procured them from Kue for a price.  29) A chariot was imported from Egypt for 600 shekels of silver, and a horse for 150; and by the same means they exported them to all the kings of the Hittites and to the kings of the Arameans.

(3.)  DON’T GREATLY INCREASE SILVER AND GOLD

* Deuteronomy 17:17  -   "He shall not multiply wives for himself, or else his heart will turn away; nor shall he greatly increase silver and gold for himself.

1 Kings 10:14-15   -  Now the weight of gold which came in to Solomon in one year was 666 talents of gold [50,000 lbs. worth aprox. $48,000,000]  15) besides that from the traders and the wares of the merchants and all the kings of the Arabs and the governors of the country.

1 Kings 10:27   -  The king made silver as common as stones in Jerusalem,

Lesson #41 (10/22/06) - Continued
(4.) DON’T MULTIPLY WIVES

*Deuteronomy 17:17  -  "He  [the king]  shall not multiply wives for himself, or else his heart will turn away. . .

1 Kings 11:3   -  He  [Solomon]  had seven hundred wives, princesses, and three hundred concubines, and his wives turned his heart away  [from God]. . .

Lesson #42 (10/29/06)

 (5.) DON’T MARRY PAGANS

*Ezra 9:1-2   -  Now when these things had been completed, the princes approached me, saying, "The people of Israel and the priests and the Levites have not separated themselves from the peoples of the lands, according to their abominations, those of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Jebusites, the Ammonites, the Moabites, the Egyptians and the Amorites.  2) "For they have taken some of their daughters as wives for themselves and for their sons, so that the holy race has intermingled with the peoples of the lands; indeed, the hands of the princes and the rulers have been foremost in this unfaithfulness."

*Deuteronomy 7:3-4   -  "Furthermore, you shall not intermarry with them; you shall not give your daughters to their sons, nor shall you take their daughters for your sons.  4) "For they will turn your sons away from following Me to serve other gods; then the anger of the LORD will be kindled against you and He will quickly destroy you.

*Nehemiah 13:23-26  -   In those days I also saw that the Jews had married women from Ashdod, Ammon and Moab.  24) As for their children, half spoke in the language of Ashdod, and none of them was able to speak the language of Judah, but the language of his own people.  25) So I contended with them and cursed them and struck some of them and pulled out their hair, and made them swear by God, "You shall not give your daughters to their sons, nor take of their daughters for your sons or for yourselves.  26) "Did not Solomon king of Israel sin regarding these things? Yet among the many nations there was no king like him, and he was loved by his God, and God made him king over all Israel; nevertheless the foreign women caused even him to sin.

1 Kings 3:1   -  Then Solomon formed a marriage alliance with Pharaoh king of Egypt, and took Pharaoh's daughter and brought her to the city of David. . . The first thing Solomon did was marry the daughter of the Pharaoh.  Why?
a. International treaties were sealed and cemented by marriage. This indicates that in ancient history, the people considered the divine institution of marriage to take precedence over international treaties.  The covenant of marriage and the bond of families was stronger than the covenant between nations.  

b. Why did Solomon want all of these treaties?  They would insure peace.  Well who was in charge of protecting Israel?  God !

c. These treaties also secured economic prosperity.  Who was responsible for providing for Israel’s needs?  God !

1 Kings 11:1-2  -   Now King Solomon loved many foreign women along with the daughter of Pharaoh: Moabite, Ammonite, Edomite, Sidonian, and Hittite women,  2) from the nations concerning which the LORD had said to the sons of Israel, "You shall not associate with them, nor shall they associate with you, for they will surely turn your heart away after their gods." Solomon held fast to these in love.

Lesson #42 (10/29/06) - Continued
1)    But what about Ruth, she was a Moabite?  Her country was on the list of nations where marriage to Jews was forbidden. She married Boaz, a Jew,  and yet God blessed her and her marriage; she is even listed in the line of Christ.

2) Is this a contradiction?  No.  Why?  Because she was a believer. The real issue was not national origin but the fact that believers were uniting in marriage with unbelievers, the kiss of death for the nation.

3) Nowhere do we find any record of the 700 wives and 300 concubines of Solomon converting to belief in Israel’s God & Messiah.  

4)  
Instead, we find Solomon importing demonic customs foreign to Israel’s culture by marrying unbelievers. Naturally, all the people would feel free to do the same. This fatally poisoned the culture and brought Solomon and Israel to ruin. Today, this is called “multiculturalism”.

5)    Multiculturalism celebrates all cultures, viewing them as equal. Our culture is based on what is known as the Judeo/Christian ethic which means that it is based on the Bible. Is our culture equal to other cultures?  Is Jesus Christ equal with Buddha or Mohammed?

6) We have millions of illegal aliens invading our country today who have no desire to assimilate into our culture. They refuse to speak our language while demanding that we adapt to and accept their culture. Federal schools emphasize multiculturalism, diversity, tolerance, political correctness, evolution, moral equivalence, equality, and the assertion that there is no absolute truth.

7)
The big 3, MULTICULTURALISM / DIVERSITY / TOLERANCE, are taught as essentials for a world that is nondiscriminatory.  Anyone who asserts that something or someone is wrong is accused of being narrow-minded, intolerant, mean-spirited, and deranged. Discriminating, even between right and wrong, is not tolerated. All behaviors, cultures, customs, religions, attitudes, opinions, and standards are equally right and must be tolerated. This moral relativism is a tactic being used to propagandize the ignorant into accepting a global society.

8) These people go berserk over verses like the ones below:

John 14:6  -  Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father, but through Me.

2 Thes 3:14   -  If anyone does not obey our doctrinal teaching in this epistle, take special note of that person and do not associate with him, so that he may be put to shame.

2 John 1:10  -  If anyone comes to you and does not bring this teaching, do not receive him into your house, and do not give him a greeting;

9)
Moral relativists believe that there are different truths for different people.  What is true for you is not true for me.  It’s all relative.  Of course, all this is nonsense.  What they are really saying is that there is no such thing as truth.  No absolute truth.  Our job as believers is to stand firm for the truth. 1 Corinthians 16:13 - Be on the alert, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong.   Ephesians 6:14  -  Stand firm therefore, having girded your loins with truth.

10)     The big push today is to keep God, out of the schools, out of the courts, out of the public square and out of government.  Are we really so naive as to think that we can keep God out of anything?   God is over all including kings, presidents, prime ministers, and government:

Daniel 4:17   -  "This sentence is by the decree of the angelic watchers, and the decision is a command of the holy ones, in order that the living may know that the Most High is ruler over the realm of mankind, and bestows it on whom He wishes, and sets over it the lowliest of men."
Lesson #42 (10/29/06) - Continued
Daniel 4:25   -  you  [King Nebuchadnezzar]  be driven away from mankind, and your dwelling place be with the beasts of the field, and you be given grass to eat like cattle and be drenched with the dew of heaven; and seven periods of time will pass over you, until you recognize that the Most High is ruler over the realm of mankind, and bestows it on whomever He wishes.

11)
If the people do not hold their government leaders accountable for refusing to submit to God’s authority, then the people will have no freedom, no rights, and no property. They will experience Satan’s anti-God, power-thirsty domination and cold-blooded enslavement. 

12)    NEGATIVE VOLITION DRAGS POSITIVE VOLITION DOWN ! 

 Even King Solomon, the wisest and most powerful man in the world, was subjected to this principle. 1 Kings 11:4  -  For when Solomon was old, his wives turned his heart away after other gods; and his heart was not wholly devoted to the LORD his God, as the heart of David his father had been.

2 Corinthians 6:14   -  14 Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness?

13)   We are commanded to separate from believers who are negative, disobedient, or apathetic. 

Romans 16:17-18  -  Now I urge you, brethren, keep your eye on those who cause dissensions and hindrances contrary to the teaching which you learned, and turn away from them. 

1 Corinthians 5:9-11  -  I wrote you in my letter not to associate with immoral people; 10) I did not at all mean with the immoral people of this world, or with the covetous and swindlers, or with idolaters, for then you would have to go out of the world. 11) But actually, I wrote to you not to associate with any so-called brother if he is an immoral person, or covetous, or an idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or a swindler-- not even to eat with such a one.

2 Thessalonians 3:6  -  Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you keep away from every brother who leads an unruly life and not according to the tradition which you received from us.

14)     Why does God command us to separate from negative volition?   To protect us.  The idea that positive volition will lift negative volition up to its level simply does not work.  If that idea worked, God would encourage us to be bound together with unbelievers rather than to separate from them.
Lesson #43 (11/05/06) // Chapter 11
11:5-8

1.    ASHTORETH  the moon goddess of the Phoenicians, represented their principal female deity; frequently associated with the name of Baal, the sun-god, their chief male deity, Judg. 10:6; 1 Sam. 7:4; 12:10. These names often occur in the plural (Ashtaroth, Baalim). This deity is spoken of as Ashtoreth of the Zidonians. She was the Ishtar of the Accadians and the Astarte of the Greeks, Jer. 44:17; 1 Kings 11:5, 33; 2 Kings 23:13. There was a temple of this goddess among the Philistines in the time of Saul, 1 Sam. 31:10. Under the name of Ishtar, she was one of the great deities of the Assyrians. The Phoenicians called her Astarte. Jezebel’s 400 priests were probably employed in her service, 1 Kings 18:19. She was called the “queen of heaven”, Jer. 44:25.  “Ashtoroth” is the plural of “Astoreth”. The worship of these false gods and goddesses included animal sacrifices, male and female prostitution, and sometimes, human sacrifices.

MILCOM  was an idol sometimes confused with Molech, originally ‘king’ (Heb. melech), but was later given a derogatory vocalization, molech. What god is intended by Molech is unclear since the title ‘king,’ melech, can be used in many divine names. The names of the gods Adrammelech and Anammelech, 2 Kings 17:31, to whom the Sepharvites offered their children by fire, contain the element melech and may show more specifically what divinities were intended by Molech. Children were dedicated (‘passed over’) and burned to Molech at the Tophet in the Valley of Hinnom near Jerusalem.This worship may be of Phoenician origin, but the connection is not entirely certain. Deuteronomy explains it as the custom of the indigenous population of Canaan. 

HIGH PLACE  is a place of prominence, natural or artificial, where worship by sacrifice or offerings was made, 1 Kings 13:32; 2 Kings 17:29. The first altar after the Flood was built on a mountain, Gen. 8:20. Abraham also built an altar on a mountain, 12:7, 8. It was on a mountain in Gilead that Laban and Jacob offered sacrifices, 31:54. After the Israelites entered the Promised Land, they were commanded to overthrow the high places of the Canaanites, Ex. 34:13; Deut. 7:5; 12:2, 3, and they were forbidden to worship the Lord on high places, Deut. 12:11–14, and were commanded to use but one altar for sacrifices, Lev. 17:3, 4; Deut. 12; 16:21. The injunction against high places was, however, disobeyed, and we find again and again mention made of them, 2 Kings 14:4; 15:4,35, 2 Chr. 15:17, etc.. 

CHEMOSH   the destroyer, subduer, or fish-god, was the god of the Moabites, Num. 21:29; Jer. 48:7, 13, 46. The worship of this god, “the abomination of Moab,” was introduced at Jerusalem by Solomon, 1 Kings 11:7, but was abolished by Josiah, 2 Kings 23:13. On the “Moabite Stone” (q.v.), Mesha ascribes his victories over the king of Israel to this god, “And Chemosh drove him before my sight”, 2 Kings 3:5.
2.   Solomon went from building the magnificent Temple to God to building altars to false gods across the valley in full view of God’s Temple. He asked God to forgive those who asked for forgiveness in his dedication prayer of the Temple, 8: 30, 33, 35-36, 39, 50.

11:9-13

1.   Solomon was completely without excuse, the Lord had appeared to him twice to personally convey His message to Solomon including the warning to not turn away from following God, 1 Kings 3:5, & 9:2.  

2.   God was faithful to his promise to king David, II Sam. 7:14-15  that He would not take the throne away from him as He had taken it from Saul.
Lesson #44 (11/12/06)

11:14-25

1.   God raised up two men that He would use to punish Solomon.  One was Hadad the Edomite and Rezon from Zobah.  
      They sought to make up for the time when David had conquered them.

2.   Earlier, God gave Solomon and Israel peace.  1 Kings 5:4  -   But now the LORD my God has given me rest on every side; there is neither adversary nor misfortune.  All of that changed when Solomon turned away from God. 
3.   God had said that He would punish Solomon with the rod of men and with strokes from the sons of men.

11: 26-40

1.   God raised up two men from outside Israel, and now He raises one up from inside Israel, Jeroboam.

2.   God used a prophet named Ahijah to inform Jeroboam that He would tear 10 tribes away from Solomon.

3.    Verse 32  -  “but he will have one tribe, for the sake of My servant David . . .” This was necessary for God to be faithful to the Davidic covenant;  “. . . and for the sake of Jerusale.” Jerusalem was also known as “The city of David”.  This is the city where the Temple was located and where One from the line of David will rule forever.

4.    Verse 36   - “ . . . that my servant David may have a lamp always before Me.”  This is a demonstration of the faithfulness of God and His promise to David in II Sam. 7:13 & 16.

5.   Verse 37  is an incredible verse!  He promised Jeroboam that he could reign over whatever he desired. But of coursem all of this depended on Jeroboam’s obedience to God.  This is similar to what God offered Solomon in  I Kings 3:50.  
6.
Verse 38;  God is promising Jeroboam a dynasty as He had promised David a dynasty.  However, God promised David that his dynasty would endure forever,  II Sam. 7:11, 13,16, & 27.   

a. This is the first time that “Israel” refers to the 10 Northern tribes rather than all 12 tribes.

b. One must look at the context where “Israel” is found to determine its meaning:

1) Israel was another name for Jacob who had 12 sons who became the 12 tribes of Israel.

2) Israel referred to the united kingdom of Israel.

3) Israel also referred to the 10 tribes of the Northern Kingdom

7.   Verse 40 demonstrates how far Solomon had slipped.  He found out about Ahijah’s message to Jeroboam and decided to take him out even though it was God’s will that Jeroboam become king over the 10 Northern tribes. He was acting contrary to his father David who, on two separate occasions, refused to take the life of king Saul: when in the cave, I Sam. 24:6, and when in Saul’s camp, I Sam. 26:8-10.


Shishak was the Pharaoh when Jeroboam fled to Egypt. In the fifth year of Rehoboam’s reign, he invaded Judah and Israel, I Kings 25-26, * II Chron. 12:1-9  [Shishak’s own version of the invasion was carved into the great bas-relief on the southern wall of the temple of Amon at Karnak showing that his forces swept through the kingdom of Israel.]  Rehoboam and the princes of Israel were saved because they humbled themselves before the Lord.

11: 41-43

1.   1 Kings was reportedly written by Jeremiah some 380 years after Solomon’s death, so various reference books were used to record what happened. The book of the acts of Solomon was one of the sources used. There were other sources used also: the records of Nathan the prophet, the prophecy of Ahijah, the Shilonite, and visions from the seer, Iddo, II Chron. 9:29.

2.    Of all the thousands of things that occurred during the life of the kings, only those things that God wanted us to know about that would benefit us the most were recorded. 

Lesson #44 (11/12/06) - Continued
3.    We usually think of prophets writing about future things that had not yet occurred, but here we have a prophet writing about something that occurred nearly four hundred years earlier.

4.   This is a sad ending, not because of Solomon’s death, but because there is no record that he ever turned back to God other than what is found in Ecclesiastes 12:13  -  The conclusion, when all has been heard is: fear God and keep His commandments, because this applies to every person.
Lesson #45 (11/19/06) // Chapter 12
12: 1-15

1.    Rehoboam went to Shechem in order to be anointed king.

2.    Jeroboam left Egypt for a meeting with Rehoboam in Shechem to act as a spokesman for the people who had been stretched to the limit under King Solomon.  He tells Rehoboam that if he will lighten their load, they will serve him.

3.    Rehoboam seeks counsel from the elders, and they give him excellent advice, but he didn’t listen.  But he did listen to his arrogant friends who gave him horrible advice.  He was acting unbelievably stupid.

4.    Jeroboam demonstrated self-control and honor by allowing events to take their own course rather than instigating an incident that would cause a split.  He was depending on the word of Ahijah the prophet rather than taking matters into his own hands.

12: 16

1.    The Northern tribes recognized that they would have nothing but oppression under Rehoboam’s reign, so they separated from him in order to form their own nation.   The same expressions were used here that were used earlier by a scoundrel named Sheba in II Sam. 20:1-2.  

2.    There was a great difference between what Sheba did and what Jeroboam did.  Sheba intended to lead a revolution against King David whereas Jeroboam sought only to separate from tyranny, to get away from it, and to be left alone.

IMPORTANT POINTS:      

1.    God does not sanction or support revolution which is the violent overthrowing of an established authority.

2.    Sheba’s head was handed over to Joab, David’s commander in chief, because he tried to foment a revolution.

3.    But God gave Jeroboam authority over all 10 Northern tribes and promised to build him an enduring “house ( a  dynasty ) if he would be obedient to God.

4.    Note that God did not require the Northern tribes to remain under the tyranny of Rehoboam.  In fact, He provided a leader for them, Jeroboam, and promised to bless them if they would be obedient.

Lesson #46 (11/26/06)

5.    The war that the colonies fought from 1776 - 1781 to break away from the tyranny of King George is erroneously called the “Revolutionary War”.  They were not trying to overthrow Great Britain but were withdrawing from it’s usurpation in order to free.

6.    Some think that the Civil War was a revolution.  They think that the Southern secession was an attempt to preserve slavery and foment insurrection against the United States government. They  called Confederate soldiers “rebels”.  However, it was not a revolution nor was it a “War Between the States”.  It was a war between two nations, The united States of America and the Confederate States of America.  

7.    The Confederacy had no interest in harming the Northern states.  Just like the 10 Tribes of Israel, and the colonists, the South  separated from tyranny.   Quote from Alexander Stephens, Vice president of the Confederacy:  “The real object of those [Southern States] who resorted to secession, as well as those who sustained it, was not to overthrow the government of the United States; but to perpetuate the principles upon which it was founded. The object in quitting the Union was not to destroy, but to save the principles of the Constitution.”

8.     America in 1860 was dealing with a very hot question: “Did States have the constitutional right  to secede from the Union by its own volition, without the consent of the federal government?”

a. The answer can be found in the Declaration of Independence (1776).

b. In article two of the Articles of Confederation (1781).

c. In the Treaty with Great Britain (1783) 

d. In the Constitution of the United States (1789).  The Constitution neither forbade American States to secede nor authorized the federal government to prevent their secession.

e. In the States of New York, Rhode Island, and Virginia that included in their written ratifications of the Constitution’s statements on the subject of states’ right to secede from the new union.

9.    The people were well aware of the abuses of governments, so they insisted on a Bill of Rights that would subordinate the Constitution to the rights of the People as well as the right to separate from the Union if it became abusive. 

10.     The apathy and ignorance of people today have emboldened government officials to eschew the rights that our forebears have given their lives to protect. Quote from president Clinton during a television appearance, April 19, 1994. 


“When we got organized as a country  . . . we wrote a fairly radical Constitution with a radical Bill of Rights, giving a radical amount of individual freedom to Americans . . . there’s a lot of irresponsibility [in contemporary America] so a lot of people say there’s too much personal freedom . . . When personal freedom’s being abused, you have to move to limit it.”    
11.     If you read the above quote carefully, you will notice that Mr. Clinton evidently believes that it is the government that gives us our rights rather than seeing them as inalienable rights that are given to us by God.
12.    God is the highest authority in the entire universe.  He has delegated authority to man.  

Romans 13:1 - Let every person be in subjection to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and those which exist are established by God.  

Husbands are the authority in marriage and family, pastor-teachers have authority in the church, and government has authority in civil life.  

13.  Romans 13:4  - for it  [government]  is a minister of God to you for good. Governments that have become tyrannical are not ministers of God because they are no longer a minister for good. 

14.   When government goes against God’s authority, it  abuses its own authority. Therefore, we are no longer obliged to submit to it.  
Lesson #46 (11/26/06) - Continued
15. There are several examples in the Bible of believers who disobeyed civil authority and received God’s protection and blessing. 
a. The Hebrew midwives refused to kill the Hebrew boy babies as commanded, Ex. 1:15-16.  
Exodus 1:17  -  But the midwives feared God and did not do as the king of Egypt had commanded them but let the boys live.  

b.     Esther ignored the law declaring that no one was to see the king without his permission, Esther 5.

c. Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego refused to bow down to the idol and were thrown into the furnace, Daniel 2.
d.    Daniel refused to pray to the king and was thrown into the lions den, Daniel 6.
e.    Peter and the apostles refused to stop preaching the gospel.  Acts 5:29  -  But Peter and the apostles answered and said, "We must obey God rather than men.”

12: 17-18

Rehoboam did yet another unbelievably foolish thing.  He sent the absolute worst person he could possibly choose to be a mediator between the Northern tribes and himself.  This was the very guy that had been oppressing them in the first place. One wonders how his father could be so smart and he could be so stupid.
12: 19-24

1.   Jeroboam was made king of the 10 Northern tribes.  

2.   Now we have Rehoboam ready to go to war with his kin in the North to retain his oppression over them even though he knew that it was God’s will for the North to separate.

Lesson #47 (12/03/06)

12: 25-33

1.    Jeroboam, like Solomon, was afraid that God would not keep His word, so he took matters into his own hands. The people were commanded to go three times a year to Jerusalem to worship the Lord at the Temple, Deut. 16:16 .  

2.    He was afraid that this would cause his people to side with those of the Southern kingdom, so he established another mode of worship for the Northern tribes that would keep them from traveling down to Jerusalem.  

3.    The root problem was that Jeroboam did not trust God for his security. Was his plan to make the Northern Kingdom secure successful?  No, it was a total flop. The Northern Kingdom had nine separate dynasties, and the average length of time of time of the kings’ reigns was eight years shorter than the kings of the Southern Kingdom.  Furthermore, the Northern Kingdom was removed 136 years sooner than the Southern Kingdom. Jeroboam should have trusted God for security.  N.K. went out in 722 B.C. to Assyria and S.K. went out in 586 B.C.to Babylon 70 yrs.

4.   Verse 28 -  So the king consulted. . .  Like Rehoboam, Jeroboam listened to horrible advice. What was the king supposed to consult?  The Scriptures !  Deut. 17:18-20 

5.   He didn’t come up with a new religion but an old one that Aaron started, Exodus 32:4  -  And he took this  [gold]  from their hand, and fashioned it with a graving tool, and made it into a molten calf; and they said, "This is your god, O Israel, who brought you up from the land of Egypt."   
 Lesson #47 (12/03/06) - Continued
6.   Jeroboam made two calves instead of one so that he could put one in each worship center he established.  God’s design was to have two kingdoms but one place to worship. Jeroboam decided to ignore God’s plan and have two kingdoms with two separate places to worship. He should have known better.  James 4:6   -  Therefore it says, "God is opposed to  [makes war against]  the proud  [the arrogant],  but gives grace to the humble." 
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