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1st Kings 15:1-16:34
Lesson #55 (02/25/07) // 1st Kings Chapter 15
15:1-23
1.  Abijah (Abijam) reigned only three years, 913-911 B.C.  He acted foolishly when he followed the pattern set by his father and grandfather. However there is an account in 2 Chron. 13:12-20 where he trusted in the Lord.

2.   His mother’s name was Maacah in 2 Chron. 11:21 even though she is called Micaiah in 2 Chron. 13:2.  Micaiah means,”Who is like Jehovah” in Hebrew and Maacah means, “oppression”. Some think that she assumed the name “Micaiah” when she became queen and it was changed to “Maacah” when she was deposed for idolatry. 

3.  She was the daughter of Abishalom, which refers to Absalom, the son of king David. This is expressly stated in 2 Chron. 11:21.   2 Chron. says that she was the daughter of Uriel of Gibeah.  2 Sam. 14:27  says that Absalom had but one daughter and her name was Tamar.  She no doubt married Uriel, and Maacah was the fruit of that marriage.  Daughter can refer to granddaughter as well. 

4.  Verse 3 indicates that we have another man in a position of authority who followed the aberrant pattern of his father rather than following the Lord.  He was like most people who have a sheep mentality and never think for themselves.  

5.  In verse 4, the word lamp is used figuratively for offspring or progeny.  2 Kings 8:19  -  Yet the LORD was not willing to destroy Judah, for the sake of David his servant, since he promised to give a lamp to him and to his sons forever.
6. What is verse 4 really about?  It is about the Davidic Covenant and the veracity of God?  2 Sam. 7:8-17, Psalm 89:20-37  

a.  Abijah was the third king in a row in the line of David who had permitted idolatrous worship and thereby placed this dynasty in the position of richly deserving its forfeiture of the throne.

b.  The stability of Israel was not found in the family of David but in God’s promise to David. In fact, stability is never found in any man but always in God’s Word.

c.  David’s family was on the throne for nearly 400 years amid all the changes and turmoil of that period while the Northern Kingdom, Israel, experienced nine changes of dynasty within 250 years.
7.  Verse 5;  David sinned in the Bathsheba/Uriah incident, yet he never turned to idols as Solomon, Rehoboam, and Abijah did.  

 a. David made many mistakes, but the Bathsheba/Uriah incident brought on God’s discipline lasting for a long period of time.

 b. Unlike Solomon, David confessed his sins to the Lord and received forgiveness.

Lesson #55 (02/25/07) - Continued
8. Verse 6 -7   There was war between Rehoboam and Jeroboam, but we have to go to II Chron. 13:2-20 to get the details including the fact that there was war between Abijah and Jeroboam as well:

Verse 3,  Abijah began the battle with half as many troops as Jeroboam had.  

Verse 4,  Abijah stands on a mountain and launches into a diatribe against Jeroboam and the Northern Kingdom.

Verse 5   What Abijah said was true as he referred to the Davidic Covenant.  In a Covenant of Salt, salt  was a symbol of perpetuity that came to stand for the most sacred and binding of obligations. God said of His covenant with the Israelites, It is a covenant of salt for ever, Num. 18:19, Lev. 2:13..

Verse 6    This is the verse where the distortion begins.  

· Abijah characterized Jeroboam as a revolutionist or a rebel, however I Kings 11:28  calls him a valiant warrior. Solomon promoted him because he was industrious. 

· Ahijah the prophet told Jeroboam that the Lord would give him the ten Northern tribes before Rehoboam came to the throne.

· Jeroboam told Rehoboam that if he would lighten their load, they would serve him, I Kings 12:4.
· When Rehoboam said he would make their load heavier, Jeroboam departed to the North without making any move to overthrow Rehoboam I Kings 13:16.
· Rehoboam raised 180,000 warriors to force him to come back, but the Lord said “NO,” I Kings 12:21-24.
Verse 7    He called those who supported Jeroboam, worthless men and scoundrels.  

· He actually called them S.O.B., “Sons of Belial,” because the Hebrew word for scoundrel  is Belial; בְלִיַּעַל.  It means foolish or worthless.  It is what Abigail called her husband, I Sam. 25:25.
· Then he said that they were too powerful for Rehoboam who was young and timid.  Young? He was 41 when he became king II Chron. 12:13.  

· Timid?  KJV, tender hearted;   Rehoboam said, 'My little finger is thicker than my father's loins!  11 'Whereas my father loaded you with a heavy yoke, I will add to your yoke; my father disciplined you with whips, but I will discipline you with scorpions,” 1 Kings 12:10-11. 

· Remember that it was Rehoboam who was going to attack the Northern Kingdom, not the other way around.

Verse 8    Abijah sounded as if he had never heard about the Lord using Ahijah the prophet to tell Jeroboam He was going to give the 10 Northern tribes to Jeroboam.  

· He seemed to ignore the fact that God used Jeroboam to punish Solomon and Rehoboam for their arrogance and disobedience, I Kings 12:29.
· His condemnation brought out the fact that he was trusting in their superior numbers rather than the Lord for victory.

· He rightfully condemned the North for worshiping the golden calves, but what was Abijah worshiping?  Sacred pillars, asherim, and the Caananite pantheon including male cult prostitutes, I Kings 14:22-24.
· Abijah was up to his ears in hypocrisy at this point.

Lesson #56 (03/04/07) 
Verse 9   Everything Abijah said in this verse was true and was very incriminating towards Jeroboam and Israel.

Verse 10-12  Now this was an out and out lie!  1 Kings 15:3  -  And he  [Abijah]  walked in all the sins of his father   [Rehoboam] which he had committed before him; and his heart was not wholly devoted to the LORD his God, like the heart of his father David.

· It is true that the priests were going through the motions of worship, it was ritual without reality.  It was comparable to the brass shields that replaced the golden shields of Solomon, cheap counterfeits. 

· Matthew 15:8  -  'This people honors Me with their lips, But their heart is far away from Me.

Verse 13-14   Abijah began the battle but he led his army into a trap.  They were outnumbered 2 to 1, and they were surrounded, but they did the right thing. They cried out to the Lord.

· Did they deserve to be saved by the Lord?  No.

· Were they delivered?  Yes.  What is that called?  Grace!

· They were humble, they trusted the Lord, and they asked for deliverance.

· It is possible that they remembered the instructions given in Num. 10:9  -  And when you go to war in your land against the adversary who attacks you, then you shall sound an alarm with the trumpets, that you may be remembered before the LORD your God, and be saved from your enemies.

Lesson #57 (03/11/07) 
Verse 15-19  The Lord answered their prayer and gave them a great victory because they trusted in the Lord, the God of their fathers, vs. 18.
Verse 20-23  Jeroboam never recovered from this and the Lord eventually took his life. Abijah ignored the law, Deut. 17:17, like his father and grandfather had done in marrying multiple wives.  He died a couple of years before Jeroboam died I Kings 15:25.
What can we learn from all this?

1. Religious activity, ritual, and vain worship creates a false sense of being right with God.  

2. It is a powerful force that ends in self-deception.

3. It is so easy to point out faults in others while being blind to our own.

4. God never ignores a humble heart that cries out to Him no matter how far it has strayed.

5. God gives us time and opportunity to turn to Him, but His judgment is inevitable if we ignore His warnings.

6.  Even after God delivers us from disaster, we can still turn away from Him.

Lesson #58 (03/18/07) 
Back to 1 Kings Chapter 15

9.    Verse 8  - 11  Eight of  the nineteen kings of Judah were good. Asa was the first good one and Judah’s first reformer.  He reigned for 41 years, from 911-870 B.C.   Maacha was his grandmother, not his mother. 

10.    Finally we see a king receive the accolade of doing right in the sight of the Lord like King David.  It doesn’t mean that he did everything right but the overall tenor of his reign was pleasing to the Lord at least until the end of his reign.  David was Asa’s ancestor, not his father.      

11.    The writer of 2 Chronicles gave much more information on Asa.  
Now to 2 Chronicles Chapter 14

II Chron. 14:1-5   It was probably when Asa instituted his first series of religious reforms that Judah had uninterrupted peace.  Asa took the bull by the horns after he received some encouragement from a prophet named Azariah that the Lord had sent 2 Chron. 15:1-8.  He started making changes that should have been made a long time before.

12.    2 Chron. 14:6-7   There is no doubt as to why Asa had peace during his reign, the Lord gave him rest.  He had what Rehoboam, Jeroboam, and Abijah would have liked to have but never did. They ignored God and did things their own way rather than seeking the Lord and doing things His way.      

13. ASA AND THE PEOPLE SOUGHT THE LORD, AND THE LORD TOOK CARE OF THEM.  Why is that so hard for people to learn?  It’s really simple but the great majority miss it.  

Lesson #59 (03/25/07) 
SEEKING THE LORD     
Jeremiah 29:13  -   And you will seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me with all your heart. 
Matthew 7:7-8   - "Ask, [pray pam] and it shall be given to you; seek [learn doctrine pam] and you shall find; knock [apply doctrine pam] and it shall be opened to you. 8) "For everyone who asks [prays pt.pa] receives            [an answer pai], and he who seeks [doctrine pt.pa ] finds [wisdom pai], and to him who knocks [applies doctrine pt.pa], it shall be opened [the solution will be received fpi]. 
Psalm 34:9-10  - O fear the LORD, you his saints: for to them that fear Him, there is no want.  10) The young lions do lack, and suffer hunger: but they that seek the LORD shall not be in want of any good thing.  

Psalm 37:4-5  -  Delight yourself in the LORD; And He will give you the desires of your heart.  5) Commit your way to the LORD, Trust also in Him, and He will bring it to pass.

Matthew 6:33   - But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be   added unto you.

Psalm 84:10 -12  -  For a day in Thy courts is better than a thousand outside. I would rather stand at the threshold of the house of my God, Than dwell in the tents of wickedness.  11) For the LORD God is a sun and shield; The LORD gives grace and glory; No good thing does He withhold from those who walk uprightly.  12) O LORD of hosts, How blessed is the man who trusts in Thee!    

Lesson #60 (04/01/07) 
Read Prov. 3:1-18  

Romans 8:31  -   What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who is against us?     

12. 2 Chron. 14:8     Asa kept trusting in the Lord, but he still built fortified cities and had a standing army.

13. 2 Chron. 14:9-15   Verse 11 records a beautiful prayer that Asa made to the Lord in the face of overwhelming odds.       
 2 Chron. 16:1-6
Lesson #61 (04/15/07) 
14. 2 Chron. 15:8-19    All was well.  
1)  Asa responded to the prophet God sent to encourage him to remove the idols, stop the pagan worship, and restore proper worship. 

2)  God gave Asa a tremendous victory over Zerah and Asa commemorated it with a huge sacrifice to the Lord and the people entered into a covenant to seek the Lord with all their heart and soul.  

3)  Asa brought silver, gold, and utensils from his father and himself into the Temple.

15. So we should expect that Asa lived happily ever after, right?  Wrong!  We have to be careful after we have a spiritual victory because it does not mean that we have become invincible.  We can very easily become vulnerable through arrogance or complacency.

Lesson #62 (04/22/07) 
16. If we don’t keep up our spiritual momentum by prayer and consistent intake of the Word, we will crash and burn.  We cannot survive having an Old Sin Nature and living in the devil’s world if we ignore God and His Word!

17. 2 Chron. 16:1-6;  There is always the temptation to depend on man’s solutions rather than God’s when the pressure is on.  When the problem gets to be too big to handle, what should you do?  Maybe we should first look at what you shouldn’t do:

a. Don’t panic.

b. Don’t start conniving or scheming.  

c. Don’t make decisions based on emotions or because it feels right, Prov. 14:12.
d. Don’t take bad advice.

e. Don’t pursue human solutions or fall for scams.

18. What you should do:

a. Go to the Lord in prayer and don’t forget to Rebound if you are worried about it.

b. Go to the Word about it.  Implement the Faith Rest Drill

c. If necessary, seek advice from your pastor or a spiritually-mature believer.

d. Continue to Rebound, take in doctrine, and patiently WAIT! 

19. There are times when it may seem like your human viewpoint, scheming, and conniving is working and God isn’t needed after all, but don’t you believe it. You always lose when you depend on yourself rather than God.
Lesson #62 (04/22/07) - Continued 
20. Depending on self can easily turn into a habit. What is a person like in this condition?  1)  When things are going good, he boasts from arrogant pride.  2)  When things are going bad, he complains and is filled with self-pity.  3)  But no matter what, he is always stressed out.

Lesson #63 (04/29/07) 
21. God sent another prophet to Asa to let him know that while it might appear his human solution scheme had worked, he was a loser in the end.  He could have received tremendous spoils from both kings had he simply trusted in the Lord rather than himself or man.

Psalm 118:8-9  -  It is better to take refuge in the LORD than to trust in man.  9) It is better to take refuge in the LORD than to trust in princes.

Psalm 62:7-9  -  On God rests my salvation and my glory; my mighty rock, my refuge is God.  8) Trust in him at all times, O people; pour out your heart before him; God is a refuge for us. Selah  9) Those of low estate are but a breath; those of high estate are a delusion; in the balances they go up; they are together lighter than a breath.

Psalm 40:4   -  Blessed is the man who makes the LORD his trust, who does not turn to the proud, to those who go astray after a lie!

Jeremiah 17:5-8  -  Thus says the LORD: "Cursed is the man who trusts in man and makes flesh his strength, whose heart turns away from the LORD.  6) He is like a shrub in the desert, and shall not see any good come. He shall dwell in the parched places of the wilderness, in an uninhabited salt land.  7) "Blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD, whose trust is the LORD.  8) He is like a tree planted by water, that sends out its roots by the stream, and does not fear when heat comes, for its leaves remain green, and is not anxious in the year of drought, for it does not cease to bear fruit."

22. Verse 8   The Lord is looking over the entire face of the earth for those whose hearts are completely His, for those who will rely on Him rather than themselves or someone else.  Why is He doing this?  So that He can strongly support them and bless them.

25. Verse 9-10  There are some at this point who would say that Asa wasn’t really saved. They would quote Matt. 10:22 and 24:13 and say, “Asa did not endure to the end, so he couldn’t be saved.”  The prophet Hanani was essentially telling King Asa the same thing Paul had said to the Galatian believers.  Galatians 5:7  -  You were running well; who hindered you from obeying the truth?

26. Asa had the opportunity to humble himself, acknowledge his sin, and get back on track.

Hebrews 12:1  -  Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight  [distractions and anxieties],  and sin  [by Rebounding]  which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith,

27. Verse 11-13  Asa didn’t take advantage of this opportunity; he remained fat-headed and impressed with his own strength and thinking. So God disciplined him with a severe disease in his feet. There is no indication that he responded to God’s punishment with humility or that he acknowledged his sin against the Lord.

28. Therefore, it appears that he died the Sin Unto Death.
Lesson #64 (05/06/07) 
Blasphemous Ritual Versus Spiritual, Doctrinal Ordinance;  One Sacrifice Only Once
Back to 1 Kings Chapter 15

We now go back to 1 Kings 15: 25, and we go back to Asa’s reign, but now the Bible gives us an account of what happened with the Kings of Israel [the Northern Kingdom]. 
Lesson #65 (05/13/07) 
MOTHERS’ DAY LESSON
Kings marrying pagan wives meant pagan mothers who brought up and nurtured pagan sons. This spelled disaster for the Northern Kingdom. Jeroboam, Israel’s worst king, passed his negative volition and occultic, senseless, barbaric methods of ruling down to his sons.  

Man’s Inhumanity To Man
Crasus, after the revolt of Spartacus, crucified 10,000 slaves at one time. Augustus, for a political offence, delivered 30,000 to their masters, to be executed. Trajan made 10,000 fights in the amphitheatre, for amusement, the slaughter lasting 123 days. 

Roman Gladiators’ Diet

The Roman gladiators were fed on a succulent diet for some weeks previous to their exhibition, in order that their veins, being full, might bleed more freely, for the greater gratification of the spectators!
Lesson #66 (05/20/07) // Chapter 16 
﻿﻿﻿1.  Baasha was a nobody that God promoted and prospered all the way to the throne.  He did the same for Saul, David, and Jeroboam.

2.  God made (Hebrew NATAN) Baasha leader over the people. He walked in the way of Jeroboam and made the people sin.


No one can make someone else sin.  Made is elliptical;  Baasha influenced and incited the people to sin.

3.  Baasha would act to fulfill God’s prophecy condemning Jeroboam. Baasha used his own free will to murder Nadab and his entire family. God certainly did not approve nor condone it. Baasha would get the same punishment Jeroboam got.  1 Kings 16:3-4 &7.
4.  God’s omniscience knew exactly what would happen with Baasha, but He did not coerce his volition in any way.

5.  16:5–7   Besides providing information on Baasha’s death, these verses reemphasize the author’s theological approach to history. Three issues deserve mention. First, God’s word dictates history, a fact Jehu’s prophetic rebuke and prediction divulges. Second, Jeroboam and Baasha are judged unfavorably because they use their God-given political authority to preserve their own position rather than to glorify God among the people. Third, the text stresses cause and effect, not fatalistic determinism. God gives both Jeroboam and Baasha the opportunity to follow the covenant. Baasha eliminates Jeroboam’s family as God said would happen, yet he became like Jeroboam;  that made him a murderer, not a reformer. 
Lesson #66 (05/20/07) - Continued 
Both men fulfill God’s Word by coming to power, but both men fail to do God’s will in their reigns. They match the Lord’s goodness with evil. Again, the Lord’s sovereignty and human responsibility are both vital for understanding history.     

House, P. R. (2001, c1995). Vol. 8: 1, 2 Kings (electronic ed.). Logos Library System; The New American Commentary (201). Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers
6.  Yet another example of someone who relies on self rather than on the Lord.  It is interesting to remember here the aspect these repeated revolutions and assassinations would have o the  kingdom of Judah, then enjoying quietness and prosperity under Asa.

Proverbs 16:7  -  When a man's ways are pleasing to the LORD, He makes even his enemies to be at peace with him.

7.  1 Kings 16:31a   And it came about, as though it had been a trivial thing for him [Ahab] to walk in the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat,

1) Remember that Jeroboam set up two Temples in defiance of the true Temple located in Jerusalem, he set up a new priesthood in defiance of the true Levitical Priesthood, and he created a new calendar and festivals to line up with his new man-made religion.  

2) He could choose to depend on God and His promises made to him or he could choose to solve his security problem himself.  He chose to defy God and destroy Biblical faith in order to achieve political stability.  

3) Human solutions are contrary to the Word of God and eventually fall under their own weight.

4) His excuse was that he was only doing what everyone else was doing.  Other kings were sovereigns making up whatever rules they wanted and doing whatever they wanted, so why shouldn’t he?  Why not mimic the world and do what everyone else was doing?  

5) There is a sense of security people gain from conformity. The elders of Israel told Samuel, “Now appoint a king for us, to judge us like all the nations,”  I Sam. 8:5.  They rejected God as their king, preferring to have a visible human king over them like all the other nations had.  
6) Samuel warned them of the oppression that would come on them if they had a human king, but they said, “No, but there shall be a king over us that we also may be like all the nations . . .,” I Sam. 8:19.
7) Going-along-with-the-crowd mentality is very strong temptation.  Nadab, Baasha, Elah, Zimri, Omri, and Ahab were the kings following Jeroboam, and they all kept the evil status quo. They did the same thing everyone else before them had done.

8) It takes not only knowledge, but courage, to do the right thing because doing the right thing sets you apart from the crowd.  You will be looked at as being strange, odd, different, peculiar, or weird.  The pressure to conform does not end with our teenage years.

9) We live in a very confused deceitful world, so when you stand for truth, you usually stand alone.  

10) Ahab thought it a trivial thing to defy God and to follow in Jeroboam’s footsteps. The majority of people today are exactly like Jeroboam in that they consider it a trivial thing to defy God in order to do what everyone else is doing.

Lesson #67 (05/27/07) 
11) The real problem is people don’t think they need God because they are “wise in their own eyes’.  The Bible repeatedly warns us of this is folly:

Isaiah 5:21   -  Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes, and clever in their own sight!

Proverbs 3:7   -  Do not be wise in your own eyes; Fear the LORD and turn away from evil.

Proverbs 26:12  -   Do you see a man wise in his own eyes? There is more hope for a fool than for him.

1 Corinthians 3:18-20  -  Let no man deceive himself. If any man among you thinks that he is wise in this age, let him become foolish that he may become wise.  19) For the wisdom of this world is foolishness before God. For it is written, "He is the one who catches the wise in their craftiness";  20) and again, "The Lord knows the reasonings of the wise, that they are useless."

Romans 11:25  -  For I do not want you, brethren, to be uninformed of this mystery, lest you be wise in your own estimation. . .

This last verse links being uniformed or ignorant with being wise in one’s own estimation. Some people have super intelligence and yet they are really stupid because they are wise in their own estimation. They may be smart but they are uninformed when it comes to Bible doctrine.

12)   Does the ignorance of doctrine of those who ignore God and live like “everyone else” exempt them from the consequences of their bad decisions?  Of course not. These people are “willfully ignorant”.  They refuse to hear anything different or anything that might be contrary to their preconceived ideas. The fact is, what they think is not based on facts at all but on the consensus of the majority  -  what everybody else thinks.

13)    Most people are comfortable with how they live and what they believe and they don’t want anyone to rock their boat. They don’t want to hear truthful facts. They are closed-minded and refuse to change what they have always thought or admit that they are wrong.  There is no doubt that Ahab fits this description.

8.  1 Kings 16:31b  -  . . . that he married Jezebel, the daughter of Ethbaal, king of the Sidonians, and went to serve Baal and worshiped him. 

a.  
At this point, Yahweh Himself was officially banned from His own kingdom. This was an official and completely flagrant, public proclamation that God would be replaced by Baal.  

b.    So we wind up with this guy marrying, not just a pagan woman, not just an unbelieving woman, but of all the women he could have found, he picked the daughter of a zealot high priest of Canaanite religion. The zealotry of Jezebel is perhaps understood if we remember that she was educated in the home of a priest of Baal.  Her fanaticism can be attributed to her early environment and training.  

c. Jezebel is a name throughout Scripture from this point forward that is an emblem of evil.  In the book of Revelation, Jezebel is mentioned.  Jesus mentions Jezebel in His condemnation of the church.

d.    The meaning of ‘Ethbaal’  [her father’s name]  is ‘Baal is with him’.   Baal is a common label for the male deity the native Canaanite tribes worshiped under various other titles. The people of Tyre called him Baal Melqart, but their religion was only a cultic variation of the standard Baal worship common to the Canaanites. 

Lesson #67 (05/27/07) - Continued 
9.  1 Kings 16:32-33    

a.   Ahab built a temple for Baal in the capital of Israel and constructed an altar for Baal in it.  Asherah poles were idols carved to stimulate worship 

b. It is easy to see why it says Ahab did more to provoke the Lord God of Israel than all the kings of Israel before him.

10.  1 Kings 16:34

a. The refortification of Jericho was specifically forbidden by Joshua after God supernaturally destroyed it. 

     Joshua 6:26   -  Then  [after the fall of Jericho]  Joshua made them take an oath at that time, saying, "Cursed before the LORD is the man who rises up and builds this city Jericho; with the loss of his first-born he shall lay its foundation, and with the loss of his youngest son, he shall set up its gates.

b. Though the city had been occupied briefly since Joshua’s day, Hiel’s reconstruction seems to have been the first serious attempt to restore it to its former condition. Joshua’s prophecy was literally fulfilled when two of Hiel’s sons perished. 

c. This prophecy was made 500 years before Hiel started the reconstruction of Jericho. 500 years is a long time. Who would have guessed that a passage written in some obscure scroll would have any baring on a certain piece of real estate 500 years later? 

d. Perhaps this reference, seemingly unrelated to Ahab’s accomplishments, was included to show that as God’s Word was fulfilled in this instance, it would be in Ahab’s case as well. Ahab was setting up a system of worship God said He would judge just as Hiel had tried to set up a city God had said He would judge.
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