LESSON  #93  (11-25-07)
1 KINGS 21

I KINGS 21:1-4

“Give me your vineyard and I’ll give you a better one [NOT !].”

That never happens. No government will ever give you something better than what it takes from you.

Everywhere King Ahab went, he was sullen, indignant, stubbornly disobedient, rebellious, contemptuous, a big pouty baby, and just plain ol’ miserable. When you’re not right with God, have no rapport with Him, and show your displeasure with a sullen face or scowl, God cannot overlook your sin. You’ll go around trying to make everyone as miserable as you are. 

King Ahab saw a beautiful vineyard, coveted it, and tried to sublimate his troubles away by taking it for himself.

Covet:  inordinate lust for something somebody else owns or possesses.

Envy:  painful or resentful awareness of an advantage enjoyed by another person along with the desire to possess the same advantage, or wishing you were them and had what God had blessed them with. 

LESSON HERE:  Who are you consumed with?  The Lord?  His Plan?  Yourself?  Things?

It’s not how much we have, but how much we enjoy.

Contentment:  Like a cork, keeps your spirits up above any despair. Lead weight is humility, keeps us stable or in place. 

Humility: is like lead weights to keep pride from looming up in your soul.

LESSON  #94  (12-2-07)
I KINGS 21:5-7

She was challenging his masculinity.  “Are you the king?  Are you a man?  Are you a coward?” Guys, don’t fall for this; it is one of the oldest tricks in the book. Breaking the law or breaking the rules is not manly. It is stupid!  

Teenagers are sometimes challenged by such a ploy. “Are you afraid of what your mommy will do if you don’t call her and tell her where you are? What’s the matter? Are you chicken? Are you yellow?”  

LESSON  #95  (12-9-07)
I KINGS 21:8-19

Verse 8:  At least two witnesses were required to condemn a person in Israel, Deut. 17:6-7. Cursing God was a crime punishable by stoning, Lev. 24:16. Cursing the king was not punishable in that way. Jezebel may have added that part to her orders because she may have thought it was also punishable by death. 

Verse 9:  Jezebel made an effort to make her nefarious act look like a legitimate judicial procedure. This thin veneer of legitimacy was designed to keep the people’s suspicions from being aroused. However, the people really knew what was going on, and this only allowed them to pretend that everything was OK.  

Like her husband, she was determined to ignore God and have her way. Of course it didn’t make her happy;  it never does. 

Evil leaders fabricate a crisis and then formulate solutions that entail using people for their own personal gain.

Jezebel ordered fasting as if some public crime or heavy load of guilt rested on the city for which it was necessary to humble itself before God. 1 Sam. 7:5-6  -  Then Samuel said, "Gather all Israel to Mizpah and I will pray to the LORD for you."  6) They gathered to Mizpah, and drew water and poured it out before the LORD, and fasted on that day and said there, "We have sinned against the LORD

Verse 10:  two worthless men, sons of Belial, worthless SOBs.  1 Sam. 25:25  -  this worthless man, refers to Nabal, the fool. The sixth Commandment: You shall not bear false witness.
Verses  11-13:   The elders of Jezreel carried out the ruthless queen’s command without question. They no doubt were afraid of her and would rather submit to tyranny than confront her in this situation head on. They were a bunch of gutless wonders like most of the cowards sitting in the halls of Congress. 

Common sense would dictate that Naboth would not be guilty of cursing God because he stood against the king in order to obey the Mosaic Law,. 

Verse 14:   Notice that they dutifully reported back to the one whom they knew gave the orders, Jezebel, not the king.  

LESSON  #96  (12-16-07)
Verse 15:   So Jezebel went in and told her wimpy husband he could now have the garden he had been pouting for.

Verse 16:  Notice how King Ahab did not ask any questions as to how or why Naboth was no longer alive. The only thing that mattered to him was he got what he wanted, and he didn’t care how it came about.  

Anything acquired by dishonorable means will bring misery, not happiness. Whether it is cheating to get property, cheating to pass a test, or cheating on a spouse, it will never give you what you want.  Definition of cheating:  deception, fraud, trickery; obtaining another’s property by intentional and active distortion of truth. 

Cheating is a bad idea! Gary P. Stweart wrote the following in the Conservative Theological Journal Volume 1 (2002)

“Not to be fortified with good ideas is to be victimized by bad ones.” These words, written by evangelical theologian Carl F. H. Henry, describe the chaos and collapse of contemporary society. His words are as true of individuals as they are of cultures. Whether espoused or realized in private or in public, ideas have consequences. Good ones have good consequences, bad ones have bad consequences. Truth begets truth, and error begets error. Show cheating statistics   

Not only was Naboth executed; his sons were executed also. This way, there would be no heirs to make claims on the property stolen from them, 2 Kings 9:26.
Verse 17-19:  They will not get by with this!  Notice in verse 19 who God holds responsible for the murder. Why was the king held accountable for the murders?  1) He was the king and therefore responsible for what happened on his watch. 2) He also had authority over his wife, but he demonstrated “willful ignorance” because he would not look into what she was up to.

King Ahab was also guilty of taking possession of land that was not his. As for as God was concerned, the land still belonged to Naboth and his family.

Verse 19:   This prophecy was fulfilled in 1 Kings 22:38 and 2 Kings 9.  

LESSON  #97  (1-6-08)
LORD’S SUPPER:  Refocus on your relationship with the Lord, I Cor.11:24-25.

Love the Lord with all your heart, soul, and might, making Bible doctrine your #1 priority. 

Prov.23:7 - For as a man thinks in his soul, so is he.

Rom.12:2  -  Be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.

Stinking thinking makes you a stinker. What you think depends on your attitude towards the Word of God. 
Thinking >  Motivation  >  Decisions  >  Lifestyle 
Only BD will guide you to find your purpose in life.
Verse 20:  Ahab called Elijah “my enemy”, alleging that Elijah had personal enmity toward him. Elijah, however, was carrying a message from the Lord; it was not personal. He simply told him the truth, and that, in Ahab’s eyes, made him an enemy.  

HOW DO YOU RECEIVE THE TRUTH?

Do you take it personally when friends or family are really trying to help you? Do you go on the defense without hearing them out and really listening to the facts presented? People are not your enemy because they don’t agree with you.

Ahab went on the defense and attacked the one who loved him enough to speak Truth to him. He didn’t want to hear the truth; he just wanted to be right.

TRUTH (ALETHEIA) A, not + LETHEIA, concealed.

God was not concealing his attitude towards Ahab who was stubbornly holding to his position.

Psa. 141:5  -  Let the +Righteous smite me with kindness and reprove me. . .

Open your eyes to what someone is saying to you.

Prov.9:8  -  Do not reprove an  [arrogant] scoffer; he’ll hate you while a humble man is wise and will listen when his views are challenged.  See also Gal.4:15.

REALLY LISTEN!  
1. Don’t argue or cut someone off who is expressing his viewpoint. 

2. Focused listening will give you the opportunity to hear what they are thinking so you can better ask questions and make them defend their position.

3. Listening will sharpen your skills in order to better expose their ignorance on certain doctrines.

4. It may result in you changing your mind on your own position. Don’t try to overpower them, but merely try to poke holes in their opinion or heresy. Example:  “OK, let’s talk about this. Tell me why you believe this? Where did you get this idea from?” Make them support what they say with a reliable source, i.e. God’s infallible Word.

LESSON  #98  (1-13-08)
Ahab called the messenger of God his enemy which showed that he didn’t have an open mind. He reacted to hearing the Truth. MAKAR in the Hebrew means to lower yourself or surrender yourself to do evil; lowering your standards gets easier and easier as time passes. Going against God’s Word gets easier each time you do it.

HOW WE SHOULD IMPART THE TRUTH

No one has cornered the market on Truth, but some doctrinal believers have developed a swagger and think it is their duty to straighten other people out spiritually, politically, morally, etc.. That’s a close-minded, arrogant person. However, there are a few mature believers who may be led by the Holy Spirit’s love to speak up when they see their close friend, family member, unbeliever or other believers thinking or doing something that does not line up with God’s Word. 

We must always ask ourselves if there is a slim possibility we could be wrong on something somewhere when others take a different viewpoint from ours. Dogmatism and increased volume doesn’t enhance our argument or make us more correct than others. Sounding more confident and sure of ourselves doesn’t make us right.

Psa.141:5  - Let the righteous smite me with kindness and reprove me. . .  It’s all upon my head. It advances me and helps promote me from getting away from the stinking thinking because I am humble enough to accept the truth.

Prov.9:8  -  Reprove a scoffer and he’ll hate you because he is an arrogant fool, but reprove a wise man and he will love you for it even if it is criticism.

Gal.4:15  -  . . . so have I become your enemy by telling you the truth?

Attacking other people because they challenge your viewpoint is a sign of weakness.  

It’s a conversation until someone disagrees, then it can become a quarrel when someone is ready to go to war because they think they have superior knowledge on the subject. They think if they can just explain it forcefully enough, the listener will see the light.

No one likes to be told they are wrong. Most people stop listening at that point. A wall goes up. They start preparing their defense verbally or physically, or they stomp or strut off. All you do is alienate them when you tell them they’re wrong. You may win the argument but lose the soul, friend, or loved one. Our purpose here is not to win arguments but to be wise as serpents and gentle as doves by keeping an open mind, listening to what they have to say, and having a dialogue with them.

One reason people would rather argue or spill their guts on every subject other than the issue in the conversation is because it makes them feel really good to pontificate in areas they are well versed in. They think they just have to shine their halo, but what does their hearer think?

Put your beliefs into the arena to stand or fall on the validity of facts and Truth. Stay engaged. Stay open-minded and humble. Ask yourself, “Is it more important for me to be right or to be open to embrace the Truth?”

1. When they make a statement of false doctrine:  “Oh, really, where did you get an idea like that?” This makes them have to defend their assertion now.

2. This sharpens your spiritual skill in exposing falsehood. You find out what you need to put more study into.

3. Going to scripture in order to check out what others have said may result in you changing your point of view. 

4. When questioned, many times you can keep control by answering with a question.

John 8:13, 30-45:  Christ is talking to the most obstinate people of all, the religious Pharisees, who called Him a liar. But He takes nothing personally. He stays perfectly objective and makes TRUTH the issue, “You will know the Truth and the Truth will set you free.”  They were made to ask Him the question, “We are Abraham’s descendents. How can you say we are not free?”
They were enslaved to:     1. The Romans          
Christ could have made an issue of any of these, 


    2. The Sanhedrin 

but his meaning was far more weightier.


    3. The Mosaic Law

Christ was talking about being enslaved to the Old Sin Nature that produces sin and human good which is worse than all other kinds of slavery.

John 8:35:  The slave does not remain in the house forever is talking about Ishmael. 

                  The son  does remain  [in the house]  forever refers to Isaac. Christ is talking about eternal security here.

The one who believes the Gospel is a son after the order of Isaac and will remain in the house; they have eternal security forever. They become a son by believing in Jesus Christ, by being in the believing line of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob who believed in the Messiah, Jesus Christ, who would come to take the punishment for their sins. We believers are spiritual heirs and Abraham’s descendents spiritually, Gal.3:29, Rom.9:8.
John 8:39:  If you are Abraham’s children, do what Abraham did, believe in Jesus Christ. 

John 8:40-42:  But as it is, you are seeking to kill Me who is telling the truth which I heard from God this Abraham did not do. 41)You are doing the deeds  [human good]  of your father  [Satan]. (42) The Pharisees answered, “We are not born of fornication. . . [calling Jesus Christ a bastard here, saying Joseph was not the father and there was no virgin birth].  We have on father, God.”

John 8:43:  The Lord asks questions because they are so important. Why do you not understand what I am saying? It is because you cannot hear My word? They can’t hear because they 1) Have negative volition, 2) Are spiritually dead, 3) Are arrogant, 4) Have rejected the Son of God standing right there in front of them giving them absolute Truth.

John 8:44:  You are of your father the Devil. . . the father of lies. All the Pharisees had bought the lie that people need to be acceptable to God through their own works.

John 8:45:  But because I speak the Truth, you do not believe me.
Elijah ignored Ahab’s attack; he did not defend himself although he had plenty of ammunition;  he made Ahab’s relationship with God the issue, not his relationship with Ahab. He stayed objective and simply delivered God’s message. He told him the Truth.

WHEN GIVING THE GOSPEL OR BIBLE DOCTRINE TO SOMEONE WHO DOESN’T AGREE WITH YOU:
1) Don’t act like a know-it-all, but be prepared, and stay humble. A know-it-all, smart aleck isn’t going anywhere.

2) Don’t grab the floor and keep it. One-sided discussions never gain much.

3) Listen. Really HEAR the other side. Don’t interrupt! Interrupting is a sign that you’ve quit listening and can’t hold your viewpoint in.

4) Ask questions. Find out where they itch.

5) Don’t be afraid that you can’t handle their objections. Stay objective and don’t take their disagreement personally.

6) Don’t argue. If talking to a post, end it.

7) “You really believe that? Why? Where do you get this idea?”  If it is unfounded, unbiblical, or unreasonable, expose it !

8) We may convince others by our arguments but can only persuade them by their own.

9) The least said, the soonest mended.

10) Agree to disagree. The Holy Spirit can penetrate what you cannot.

11) When you impart Truth, it is always valuable. It’s not what you speak but how you come across.

12) Show good manners, “On this point I agree, but on the other, if you don’t mind, I’ll take exception.”

13) Be dogmatic, not arrogant.

14) Your attitude should be one of willing to change your mind about long-held beliefs if someone can show you from the absolute Word of God that what you have been embracing is erroneous.

LESSON  #99  (1-20-08)

Let’s take a closer look at this man Elijah:

He was used by God to announce judgment on the apostate Northern Kingdom, 1 Kings 17:1.
God provided for him during the drought at the brook Cherith, 1 Kings 17:3.
He connected with the widow at Zarephath, 1 Kings 17:9.
He met King Ahab again and set up the confrontation at Mt. Carmel between God and Baal, 1 Kings 18:19.
Queen Jezebel threatened him and he fled down to Beersheba and pouted under a Juniper tree,  1 Kings 19:3.  

He confronted Ahab over the issue of Naboth’s garden, 1 Kings 21:17.
He was taken to heaven in a whirlwind, 2 Kings 2:11.
He was seen on the mountain of transfiguration with Christ and Moses, Matt. 17:1.
He was one of the two witnesses in the Tribulation, Rev. 11:3.

Rev.11:2-12, Jesus Christ the Lamb, 1st Advent, returns as the Conquering Victor, 2nd Advent.

See Power Point Presentation called TWO WITNESSES.

VERSES on the Two Tribulation Witnesses:   

Mal. 4:5-6, A King is always proceeded by a herald. On the Mountain of Transfiguration, Jesus came first, then Elijah, not in the right order of Mal.4:5-6, so this confused the Disciples. 

Luke 1:17, John the Baptist was the forerunner of Jesus Christ;
Matt. 17:1-14, Matt. 11:1-14, Matt. 24:14, no one ascends to heaven by the Son of Man.

Some believe that the reason Elijah will be able to come back in the Tribulation and die, Rev. 11:7,  is because he had not yet experienced death. But this creates a problem, if he received a glorified body, how could he return to earth again and die?

Hebrews 9:27  - And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment:

John 3:13  -  Furthermore, Christ said, “No one has ascended to heaven, but…the Son of Man” . 

1 Cor.15:20-23, the Lord Jesus was “the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep,” in the sense of receiving a glorified body; and no one else will receive such a body until the Rapture of the church.
THREE HEAVENS:

1) Atmosphere, Gen.1:7-8
2) Celestial Spheres, space, Gen.1:14
3) God’s Residence, II Cor.12:1-4
These passages seem to exclude the possibility of anyone, including Enoch and Elijah, from ascending to the third heaven.  Enoch, Gen. 5:24, Heb. 11:5.
After the glorification of Christ, the apostle Paul “was caught up to the third heaven…into Paradise”, 2 Cor. 12:2, 4. But he was not glorified because the experience was temporary, and he returned to the earth with a mortal body, complete with a sin nature, and finally died.

With regards to Heb. 9:27,  the following must be considered. What about Lazarus, John 11:44.  The widow’s son, 1 Kings 17:22.  The sleeping believer, Acts 20:9-10.  The believers who experience the rapture don’t die, 1 Cor. 15:51-52; 1 Thess. 4:15-17.  This is a glorious exception to this “die-once” rule. They receive their resurrection bodies without experiencing physical death. But it doesn’t seem legitimate to stretch this exception to include Enoch or Elijah. Old Testament saints were not members of the Body and Bride of Christ to whom this “blessed hope” was exclusively given,  Eph. 3:4-10
We know for certain that Moses and Elijah were not in their resurrection bodies when they appeared with Christ on the Mt. of Transfiguration, Matt. 17:1-8 because Christ is said to be the “first-fruits,”  1 Cor. 15:20-23.  It appears that they were simply brought up temporarily from Paradise as Samuel was, 1 Sam. 28:15.
Paradise, also described as “Abraham’s bosom” by our Lord, Luke 16:22, was located at that time in “the heart of the earth”, Matt. 12:40, 1 Pet. 3:19.
It appears that Elijah and Moses will be resuscitated back from the dead and die again three-and-one-half years later, Rev. 11:3-13. Others had been resuscitated like Lazarus, the widow’s son, the sleeping Bible class student, Paul and others. But no one ever dies again after being resurrected. So far, only Jesus Christ has been resurrected. 
“When the two witnesses appear in Jerusalem at the beginning of the Seventieth Week, they immediately begin their prophetic ministry. Just prior to this, maybe hours, days, or weeks before, the rapture will have removed all believers from the earth. Therefore, there will be no one to train the two witnesses, and no time to train them. They must be men already possessing full knowledge of the Scriptures and well-seasoned for such a demanding ministry. Moses was the lawgiver; Elijah was the law-enforcer. Both will be men of experience. They will be perfectly equipped for a ministry to Israel before a world-wide audience.”  Scott M. Libby, Pastor of the Grace Brethren Church, Coventry, VT, September 20, 1998
The miracles the two witnesses will perform point to the miracles involved in the ministries of Elijah and Moses.

Moses and Elijah are mentioned in the last few verses of the O.T., Mal. 4:4-5.
LESSON  #100  (1-27-08)

NAS  Hebrews 11:6  -  And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.

KJV    Hebrews 11:6   -   But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him. 

NIV   Hebrews 11:6  -  And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek Him.

EK (eκζητέω) out,  +   Zeteo,  to seek, present, active, participle; to seek out, to search diligently for something.

Jer. 29:13  -  You will seek Me and find Me when you search for Me with all your heart. 

2 Chron. 15:1-2  - Now the Spirit of God came on Azariah the son of Oded,  2)  and he went out to meet Asa and said to him, “Listen to me, Asa, and all Judah and Benjamin: the Lord is with you when you are with Him. And if you seek Him, He will let you find Him; but if you forsake Him, He will forsake you. 

Isa. 55:6   -  Seek the Lord while He may be found; Call upon Him while He is near.   

Deuteronomy 4:29   -  "But from there you will seek the LORD your God, and you will find Him if you search for Him with all your heart and all your soul.
Matthew 6:33   -  But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you. 

Most people are not interested in knowing the true God but a “god” who suits their taste, with whom they feel comfortable, and who gives them their desires, a “god” they can ignore without consequences who requires little or nothing from them. 

Review 3 Heavens and Compartments of Hell with emphasis on the ORDER OF RESURRECTIONS.

LESSON  #101  (2-3-08)

KINGS 21: 25-29

INCITE is sût ( סוּת), to stir up, spur on, or urge on;    
entice means to attract artfully or adroitly, to arouse hope or desire, to tempt;   
allure means to entice by charm or attraction;   
instigate means to goad or urge forward, provoke, or incite.
1 Kings 21:7   -   And Jezebel his wife said to him, "Do you now reign over Israel? Arise, eat bread, and let your heart be joyful; I will give you the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite."         
King Ahab was a slow learner.  In 1 Kings 20:43, he went to his house sullen and vexed because God told him he would die.  In 1 Kings  21:4,  He was sullen and vexed because he couldn’t have Naboth’s vineyard. In 1 Kings 21:27,  he went about despondently because God was going to cut off all his male heirs.  

What was it that Ahab was so slow to learn?   God makes war against the arrogant, but He give grace to the humble.   James 4:6                        

Highway sign:  DON’T DRINK AND DRIVE, YOU CAN’ AFFORD IT.
Spiritual Highway Sign:  DON’T BE ARROGANT, YOU CAN’T AFFORD IT.

“It is possible to be too big for God to use you but never too small for God to use you. “

You’ve no idea what a poor opinion I have of myself—and how little I deserve it. —W.S. Gilbert, Ruddigore
Humility is a virtue all preach, none practice, and yet everybody is content to hear. The master thinks it good doctrine for his servant, the laity for the clergy, and the clergy for the laity. —John Selden, Table Talk
This time the message from Elijah got to Ahab.  Ahab humbled himself before God.  

Tearing the cloths, putting on sackcloth, and fasting were signs of grief or contrition towards God.

Sackcloth was cloth made of black goats’ hair, coarse, rough, and thick, used for sacks, worn by mourners, Gen. 37:34; 42:25; 2 Sam. 3:31; Esther 4:1, 2; Ps. 30:11, and also worn as a sign of repentance, 1 Ki. 21:27, Matt. 11:21. It was put upon animals by the people of Nineveh, Jonah 3:8.  A garment of sackcloth was uncomfortable. It was used by:
Jacob, when he heard that Joseph was killed, 

David at the death of Abner and Absolum, 

Mordicai at the news from Haymen,  

Job when he heard the bad news, 

Another evil king by the name of Manasseh also humbled himself as he was carried off to Babylon in chains, 
2 Chron. 33:9-12  READ   
LESSON  #102  (2-10-08)

Josiah humbled himself before the Lord,  2 Chronicles 34:19, 24-28   READ



          
2 Chron. 12:5-8 & 12    READ
In each case, notice that God did not completely remove the punishment, but He did reduce it. Also notice that Jezebel remained defiant and arrogant so that she received God’s wrath in full measure.

Proverbs 15:33   -  The fear of the LORD is the instruction for wisdom, And before honor comes humility.
Proverbs 18:12  -  Before destruction the heart of man is haughty, But humility goes before honor.
Proverbs 22:4  - The reward of humility and the fear of the LORD Are riches, honor and life.  Humility and fear of the Lord go hand in hand.

Psalm 25:9   -  He leads the humble in justice, And He teaches the humble His way.





1 Peter 5:5-6   -  You younger men, likewise, be subject to your elders; and all of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, for God is opposed  [makes war]  to the proud, but gives grace to the humble.  6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you at the proper time,
James 4:10  -  Humble yourselves  [imp. mood]  in the presence of the Lord, and He will exalt you  [literally lift you up].  The way up is down.

Luke 14:11  -   "For everyone who exalts himself shall be humbled  [divine discipline],  and he who humbles himself shall be exalted."











2 Chronicles 7:14   -  . . . if my people who are called by My name humble themselves and pray, and seek My face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.

Isaiah 66:2   -  "For My hand made all these things, thus all these things came into being," declares the LORD. "But to this one I will look, to him who is humble and contrite of spirit, and who trembles at My word.
Example of humility:  In the year 1847, a doctor from Edinburgh, Sir James Simpson, discovered chloroform could be used as an anesthetic to render people insensible to the pain of surgery. From his early experiments, Dr. Simpson made it possible for people to go through the most dangerous operations without fear of pain and suffering. Some people even claim that his discovery was one of the most significant ones in modern medicine. 
Some years later while lecturing at the University of Edinburgh, Dr. Simpson was asked by one of his students, “What do you consider to be the most valuable discovery of your lifetime?” To the surprise of his students who expected that the answer would be chloroform, Dr. Simpson replied, “My most valuable discovery was when I discovered myself a sinner and that Jesus Christ was my Savior.”

Question:  What must we do in order to humble ourselves before God?  Must we tear our clothes, put on sack cloth, and fast?  

Do we need to put ashes on our forehead?  Leant and its blasphemous practice of penance is upon us again.  Must we beg for forgiveness and promise we will never again sin like we’ve been sinning?  Is there anything we can or must do in order to make it up to God?  NO!  We simply acknowledge our sins to God and we are instantly forgiven, 1 John 1:9.
1 KINGS 22

I KINGS 22:1-4

Two questions must be answered about these verses.  1)  Why did King Jehoshaphat, a good king who was faithful to the 


Lord, agree to be an ally with King Ahab who was the worst king of all up to this point?    2) Was it the right thing to do?

Answer to Question 1: 

1.  Political-wise: it was the expedient thing to do. Aram [Syria] was a powerful nation occupying Ramoth-Giliad that had originally been given to the tribe of Gad by God. King Ahab was not strong enough to take it back from Syria without the help of Jeshosaphat who had a powerful military. Furthermore, Jehoshaphat would consider Syria less of a threat if he was aligned with Ahab.

2.  Relationship-wise: Jehoshaphat felt some kind of obligation towards Ahab since his son, Jehoram, had married Athaliah, the daughter of Ahab and Jezebel, 2 Chron. 18:1.
3.  Social-wise:  King Ahab put on a gala affair for Jehoshaphat and his company in an effort to induce him to join him in battle, 2 Chron. 18:2.
Answer to Question 2:


It was absolutely the WRONG thing to do, both politically, Relationship-wise, and socially.

1.  Political-wise, we must never make decisions based on expediency.  EXPEDIENCY:  a) the quality or state of being suited to the end in view;  b) an enterprise requiring haste or caution;  c) adherence to expedient means and methods with more emphasis on expediency than principle.

We must totally rely on God and His Word. Never are we to align ourselves with enemies of God because we believe it will make us more secure or be profit other ways. Our foreign policy is based almost entirely on expediency. We have supported and aligned ourselves with countries like Russia, China, and Saudi Arabia.  

Psalm 118:9  -  It is better to take refuge in the LORD than to trust in princes.

Isaiah 31:1  -  Woe to those who go down to Egypt for help and rely on horses, who trust in chariots because they are many and in horsemen because they are very strong, but do not look to the Holy One of Israel or consult the LORD!

Also, we are never to align ourselves with other people in order to get ahead, be popular, or achieve a particular goal.  Example:  Teenagers often want to hang out with the fast crowd or those who are popular in order to be accepted and popular themselves.

2.  Relationship-wise:  Just because Jehosaphat was related to Abab and Jezebel through marriage didn’t mean he owed them a special sense of loyalty. Personal relationships, whether family or otherwise, must never become more important than our relationship with God. Loyalty to God must always come before loyalty to man. Sometimes it is necessary to separate from family or say “no” to them in order to say “yes” to God.

The prophet Micah described the social condition of Judah before judgment came:

Micah 7:5-6  -  Do not trust in a neighbor; do not have confidence in a friend. From her who lies in your bosom, guard your lips.  6) For son treats father contemptuously, daughter rises up against her mother, daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; A man's enemies are the men of his own household.

Christ quoted Micah in order to describe how Bible doctrine separates those with positive volition from those with negative:

Matthew 10:34-36  -  "Do not think that I came to bring peace on the earth; I did not come to bring peace, but a sword.  35) "For I came to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law;  36) and a man's enemies will be the members of his household.

When Christ sent His disciples out, He warned them:

Luke 21:16  - "But you will be delivered up even by parents and brothers and relatives and friends, and they will put some of you to death. . .”

3.  SociaL-WISE:  Ahab made it hard for Jehoshaphat to say no to his proposal by throwing that expensive, lah-tee-dah bash just for him, including the slaughter of a large number of sheep and oxen. Ahab tried to make him feel indebted to him. How could Jehoshaphat say “no”?  Everyone would be happy if he said “yes” and there could be hard feelings between them if he said “no”.   He could have avoided this predicament by declining the invitation to begin with.

The Lord sent a prophet by the name of Jehu to point out the error of his way to Jehoshaphat:

2 Chronicles 19:2  -  And Jehu, the son of Hanani the seer, went out to meet him and said to King Jehoshaphat, "Should you help the wicked and love those who hate the LORD and so bring wrath on yourself from the LORD”

When Jehoshaphat told King Ahab, “I am as you are”, he was correct. He had lowered himself to Ahab’s level.

LESSON  #103  (2-17-08)

I KINGS 22:5-7

1.  At least Jehoshaphat had the presence of mind to inquire of the Lord before they took action. After all, Ahab had not even alleged that God had directed him to take the city, so it was probably selfish motivation on Ahab’s part just as it was regarding Naboth’s vineyard.

2.  Ahab would not have called in the prophets if Jehoshaphat had not required it.  Why should he? He already knew what they would say.

3.  The 400 prophets mentioned were all “yes men”.  They were all on King Ahab’s payroll, and they told him what they knew he wanted to hear.  

4.  This is all too familiar today. Consider the following:                                                                                                                                             

A major company was looking for a new Marketing Director. After much advertising and many applications, three candidates entered the final selection process. The first one in for the final interview was asked him a simple question: “What is 2+2?” He was surprised, thought about it for a bit, wondered if it might be a trick question and then simply answered 4. The Managing Director looked at the Board, shook his head and thanked him for coming, but he wasn’t the candidate they were looking for.  The next one in was again asked this simple question: “What is 2+2?” He paused, thought about it for a bit and then replied that statistically it was a number between 3 and 5. The Managing Director smiled and Board was quite impressed. The candidate was thanked and ushered out.  The last candidate was also asked the simple question: What is 2+2. Without batting an eyelid he replied: “What do you want it to be?” And he was hired on the spot.



5.  Jehoshaphat smelled a rat. It would be unusual for all 400 men to agree without even one dissent.               

I KINGS 22:8

1. The prophet’s name, Micaiah means, “Who is like God?”  

2. Ahab hated Micaiah. Why?  Was it because he prophesied falsely?  No.  Was it because he represented a false god?  No.  It was because he always told the truth, and the truth was not pleasing to Ahab.  

3. Ahab demonstrated his prejudice by saying that he hated Micaiah so Jehoshaphat told him he shouldn’t say such a thing. The fact was, Ahab would rather hear something false that inflated his ego than hear the truth.  

4. How about you? How do you take criticism? Do you always accept an unpleasant truth objectively without making excuses or getting defensive?

5. People who really love you will tell you the truth even though you may not like them for doing it.

Prov 27:5-6 ,ESV  -  Better is open rebuke than hidden love. 6) Wounds from a friend can be trusted, but an enemy multiplies kisses.
“Better to tell the truth that may hurt but brings good, healing, and blessing, than to tell a lie that feels good but kills you.”
“Rough truth is better than polished falsehood.”
I KINGS 22:9-12

1.  While Ahab and Jehoshaphat were waiting for Micaiah to arrive, the 400 prophets continued to suck up to the King. One of them even put on a skit to impress Ahab.  

2.  The majority is not always right, in fact, the majority is usually wrong. We rely on what God’s Word says, not what the world, our friends, or our family says.

3.  Notice that they supposedly came in the name of the Lord to relate what God would do and were very dogmatic about it. But, they were still false prophets. Sound familiar?

I KINGS 22:13-14

1.  Meanwhile, the messenger found Micaiah and informed him how all the other prophets spoke favorably to the King, encouraging him to do the same. This messenger had to be a dope, a flunky, a “suck up”, a “yes man” to make such a statement. He was telling Micaiah not to rock the boat but to go along with the majority in order to give the king the answer he wanted to hear. Same ole story:  go along to get along.

2.  It’s better to be unpopular for telling the truth than to be loved for telling a lie.  

3. Telling the truth is so important even though there are times when we are tempted to tell lies.  Husbands and wives must be absolutely truthful with each other and not even tell white lies to one another.

4.  The ninth Commandment:  Exodus 20:16  - "You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.   

A lying tongue and a false witness that utters lies are two of the seven things God hates the most, Prov. 6:17-19.

Proverbs 12:20  -  Deceit is in the heart of those who devise evil, but counselors of peace have joy.


Proverbs 12:22  -  Lying lips are an abomination to the LORD, but those who deal faithfully are His delight.


Proverbs 21:6   -  The getting of treasures by a lying tongue is a fleeting vapor, the pursuit of death.

5. People who lie will sooner or later be caught in their lies.

A minister told his congregation, "Next week I plan to preach about the sin of lying. To help you understand my sermon, I want you all to read Mark 17."  The following Sunday, as he prepared to deliver his sermon, the minister asked for a show of hands. He wanted to know how many had read Mark 17. Every hand went up. The minister smiled and said, "Mark has only 16 chapters. I will now proceed with my sermon on the sin of lying."

Three students at Michigan State University were up visiting friends at Lake Superior State University in Sault St Marie. They partied really hard over the weekend and by Sunday they were so hung-over that they could not make the drive back. They both had a biochemistry test on Monday that they missed. They called their teacher when they got back into town on Monday and told him that they had gotten a flat tire up north. The teacher responded very calmly and told the students to simply come in and take the test on Tuesday. The students were very happy with the understanding professor. When the boys came into class on Tuesday to take the test the teacher had put the boys in separate rooms just so they would not cheat. The teacher trusted the boys, but he did not want them to have any temptations. The boys were fine with this... they knew their material. The first page had a difficult chemistry problem on it but both boys figured the problem out. The boys turned to the second page and the question said... "Which tire?        
6.  Of course, Micaiah would have none of it and said he would only speak what the Lord told him to speak.  He was not afraid of anybody. He was not afraid of the consequences. 
I KINGS 22:15-16
1.  Michiah said in verse 14 that he would say whatever the Lord told him to say, but when he got the chance, he told a lie. It appears that he said it sarcastically so the King would know he really didn’t mean it.    
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2.  Then the King replied to michiah in such a way as to impress King Jehoshaphat. In reality, he cared nothing about the truth. He only wanted to get support on what he had already decided to do.

I KINGS 22:17-18

1. So Michiah told both kings what would actually occur, which of course didn’t make anyone happy.

2. Ahab got the chance to say “I told you so” to Jehoshaphat. He made a big deal about how he had predicted what would happen but completely ignored what God said would happen.

3. The insinuation was that Michiah had a personal grudge against him and would rather tell a lie than to say anything favorable concerning Ahab.

I KINGS 22:19-23

1.  This part of scripture is difficult to explain. Miciah gave the details of the vision he received from God.  

2.  God used a deceiving spirit to deceive the 400 prophets who lied to King Ahab. This is not the only time the Bible speaks of God using a spirit of deception.

John 12:39-40  -  For this cause they  [the Pharisees]  could not believe, for Isaiah said again,  40 "He has blinded their eyes, and He hardened their heart; lest they see with their eyes, and perceive with their heart, and be converted, and I heal them."
2 Thessalonians 2:11-12   -  And for this reason  [because they did not receive the love of the truth so as to be saved] God will send upon them a deluding influence so that they might believe what is false,  12 in order that they all may be judged who did not believe the truth, but took pleasure in wickedness.

Isaiah 6:9-10  -  And He said, "Go, and tell this people: 'Keep on listening, but do not perceive; Keep on looking, but do not understand.'  10) "Render the hearts of this people insensitive, Their ears dull, And their eyes dim, Lest they see with their eyes, Hear with their ears, Understand with their hearts, And return and be healed."

3.  “Biblical Theism / Divine Decrees”   -   Lewis Sperry Chafer 
“God does not create the evil heart, but rather brings out into overt action that which is latent within the heart to the end that it may be judged.” Bibliotheca Sacra Volume 96 (96:159). Dallas Theological Seminary.

4.  But sadder still than bitter rejection of the Son of God is this: that such rejection so hardens the heart that the light is forever shut out, and even God turns aside from His work of grace, becomes silent, and, having done all, allows the man to go his way in “outer darkness” 

5.  “Johannine Apologetics”   -  Norman L. Geisler
“Indeed, the very miracles intended to bring men to faith became, by willful rejection, a contributing cause of their unbelief. Perhaps this is the sense in which the phrase “the Lord hardened Pharaoh’s heart” should be understood. Hardened unbelief is the result, but not the real purpose, of miracles.” 
6.  “Does the Church Fulfill Israel’s Program?”  -  John F. Walvoord 

“Their rejection of Christ, however, has brought about a judicial blinding or hardening as mentioned in Romans 11:25, which states that “a partial hardening has happened to Israel until the fulness of the Gentiles has come in.” This refers to the difficulty in the present age for Jews to see the truth concerning Christ.  In the present age Gentiles are especially blessed, but Israel is largely in unbelief.”  
7.  “Divine Hardening in the Old Testament” -  Robert B. Chisholm Jr. 

“Divine hardening was never arbitrarily implemented, but was in response to rejection of God’s authoritative word or standards.”
8.  “Does God Deceive?” -  Robert B. Chisholm Jr. is Professor of Old Testament Studies, Dallas Theological Seminary, Dallas, Tex.
Some propose that God allowed or permitted deception rather than causing or actively promoting it. The article’s thesis is this: God is truthful in that He keeps His unconditional promises to His people and fulfills His sovereign decrees and oaths. God’s commitment to truthfulness, however, does not mean that He never uses deceit as a method of judgment on sinners. He does so without compromising His truthful character and righteousness.

9.  The key here is that Micaiah did not vow to tell the truth but only the Word of the Lord, which in this case was a false oracle of victory! 

10.  It seems God deceived Ahab, but then turned right around and informed him of the deception. Can it be said God deceived the King? One could interpret this turn of events as proof that God really wanted to move Ahab to repentance rather than lead him to his demise.  

11.  God’s deceiving work is an aspect of His judgment on a sinful object of His displeasure.

12.  Some verses affirm that God does not lie or deceive, and others characterize Him and His words as truthful. These passages show that God is absolutely faithful to the promises He makes to His people and He fulfills His decrees. However, these verses must not be pressed beyond their contextual limits and taken to mean that God must always speak the “truth” or that He is incapable of deceiving.

13   CONCLUSION:  Does God deceive? The biblical evidence suggests that this question be answered with a qualified yes. God is truthful. He is a reliable God, fulfilling His decrees and keeping His promises. However, the texts surveyed also depict another aspect of His character often overlooked or denied. When God gives sinners over to judgment, He sometimes uses deceit to facilitate their demise. When sinners start down the path of disobedience, He may even give them a push toward destruction by inciting them to commit deeds that ignite severe divine judgment. 

While this use of deception may seem contrary to His truthful character, it is actually consistent with His justice. Psalm 18:25–26 states the general principle that the Lord always responds appropriately to people. Each individual receives from the Lord exactly what he deserves, and God’s actions mirror those of the individual. God reveals Himself as faithful, blameless, and pure to those who are characterized by these qualities (vv. 25–26a), but wicked and deceptive rebels find He is a resolute and dangerous foe who will frustrate their efforts (v. 26b) and even utilize deceit to bring them down. 

Psalm 18:25-26  -  With the kind Thou dost show Thyself kind;  with the blameless Thou dost show Thyself blameless;  26 with the pure Thou dost show Thyself pure; and with the crooked Thou dost show Thyself  

NAS astute,  NIV shrewd, KJV forward, RSV perverse, ESV tortuous.
As Alexander, commenting on Psalm 18:26, states, “the same course of proceeding which would be perverse in itself or towards a righteous person, when pursued towards a sinner becomes a mere act of vindicatory justice.” 

God’s needy and faithful people will always find Him reliable and truthful, but His enemies may discover He is willing and able to use deception and enticement towards evil to hasten their journey down the pathway of destruction they have chosen to travel. Bibliotheca Sacra Volume 155 (155:28). Dallas Theological Seminary.

I KINGS 22:24-25

1.  This is a good example of a person experiencing persecution and suffering for telling the truth. The truth can be very unpleasant and people often react to it. The reaction can be everything from explosive violence to a silent withdrawal.  

2.  One of the reasons people are less than truthful is because they are afraid of their negative reaction. No one wants to be screamed at or attacked. A slap in the face is a great insult.

3.  None of the 400 prophets wanted to know the truth, so they were in bondage to the lie.  John 8:32  -  and you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. Knowing the truth will set you free, but only if you are humble enough to accept it. The false prophets were certainly not humble.

4.  Notice Michiah did not strike Zedekiah back. He employrd the principle of “turning the other cheek”, Matt. 5:39. 

Not striking back can make a much bigger statement than retaliating. Michiah was able to control himself whereas Zedekiah

could not.  
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5.  Matthew 5:11-12  -  Blessed are you when men cast insults at you, and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely, on account of Me.  12) Rejoice, and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.
6. Zedekiah was a false prophet who lied when he claimed he had the Spirit of the Lord. Then he added insult to injury, literally, by saying something very sarcastic, “How did the Spirit of the Lord pass from me to speak to you?”  This was a sardonic way of calling Michiah a liar. 

Definition of sarcasm:  SARCASMOS in the Greek; to tear flesh, bite the lips in rage, and to sneer; a sharp & often ironical utterance designed to cut or give pain; a mode of satirical wit depending for its effect on bitter, caustic, ironic language, used or directed against someone;  the opposite said of the literal meaning (in humor). Use of sarcasm is making light of something you are really not making light of. It can be used to hurt or inflict pain on someone. There is even competition in slighting others and in the ability to ground others down. This ability is taken for strength when it is actually weakness and lack of self-control. The one who remains silent is the strong one, especially if filled with the Holy Spirit and standing for truth.

7. It must have been very tempting for Michiah to strike back by returning sarcasm for sarcasm, but he remained totally objective.  He didn’t argue. He simply foretold what would happen when Zedekiah would be exposed as a false prophet.

8. Verse 25:  “on that day” refers to the day news reached the people that Ahab had been killed in battle. It was then that Zedekiah would hide himself in an inner room.

I KINGS 22:26-27

1.  This would have been a perfect time for Ahab to humble himself once again as he had done in 21:27, but alas, he reverted back to his old arrogant self and defied the Word of the Lord spoken to him by the Lord’s true prophet, Michiah. 

2.  It was more important for Ahab to save face before the people by refusing to heed Michiah’s warning than to save his own life.

3.  So Ahab rewards Michiah’s sterling character, integrity, and loyal devotion to the Lord and to the King by having him thrown into prison and by nearly starving him to death.  

4.  Ahab said Michiah was to remain in prison eating only bread and water until he returned safely. He probably said this just to encourage himself and others around him appearing as if he had no misgivings or fear.

I KINGS 22:28

1.  Michiah remained fearless in saying  that if what he said did not turn out to be true, then he surely was a false prophet. He said it so the people would be a witness to what he said. What tremendous confidence in the Lord he displayed before all.

2.  This was incredibly brave because the penalty for being a false prophet was capital punishment by stoning Deut. 13:5, 18:20.
3.  The method for determining whether a prophet was true or false is given in Deut. 18:21-22.
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I KINGS 22:29-30

1. What in the world was going on with King Jehoshaphat?  Why did he continue his trek into battle with a wicked king who had ignored the Word of the Lord through His prophet Michiah and then had him thrown into prison. 

2. Here are some of the reasons that Jehoshaphat felt compelled to continue further down this dangerous path to ruin.

a. He had committed himself by the rash decision to join Ahab in verse 4.
b. He felt obligated because of the great banquet Ahab had given in his honor.

c. There could be accusations that he was a coward, backing out at the last minute.

d. Aram was a threat that could more easily be defeated by combined forces.

e. The spirit of the army was up and they were ready for a battle.

f. He would be all alone with no support from others if he decided not to go along with Ahab.

3.  However, all of these reasons don’t even come close to being a valid excuse for offending God.  

I KINGS 22:31

1.  It was bad enough for Jehoshaphat to go into battle with Ahab, but then, he did something even more stupid. When Ahab suggested he would disguise himself as a normal soldier and Jehoshaphat should put on his royal robes so he would stand out as a ripe target for the enemy, Jehoshaphat actually agreed to it !

2.  Maybe Ahab said that since the Syrians had personal enmity against him, there was no necessity for Jehoshaphat to take any such precautions as Ahab needed to take. Would you buy that? 

3.  Jehoshaphat was out of the geographical will and the directive will of God, so he was not making very good decisions.

4.  It was bad enough that Jehoshaphat would go into battle with Ahab, but he did something even more stupid. Ahab suggested disguising himself as a common soldier and Jehoshaphat putting on his royal robes so he would stand out as a ripe target for the enemy, and Jehoshaphat actually agreed to it !

5.  Maybe Ahab’s reasoning was that the Syrians had personal enmity against himself, so there was no necessity for Jehoshaphat to take the same special precautions he would have to take. Would you buy that? 

6.  Jehoshaphat was out of the geographical will and the directive will of God, so he was not making very good sense or decisions.
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I KINGS 22:31-33    Review
1. Some have speculated as to what Jehoshaphat cried out. Did he yell his name so the enemy would back off?  Was it the battle cry of Judah that the Arameans would recognize?  The answer is given in 2 Chron. 18:31.
2.  Why did the Arameans turn back from pursuing Jehoshaphat when they found out he was not the King of Israel?  He was still considered to be their enemy. This is also answered in 2 Chron. 18:31.

2 Chronicles 18:31  -  So it came about when the captains of the chariots saw Jehoshaphat, that they said, "It is the king of Israel," and they turned aside to fight against him. But Jehoshaphat cried out, and the LORD helped him, and God diverted them from him.

LESSON  #108  (3-30-08)

3.  So it appears Jehoshaphat cried out to the Lord for help, and it was the Lord who came to his rescue by diverting the enemy. This is similar to another account given in 2 Chron. 13:14-15  where another king of Judah, King Abijah, cried out to the Lord. He was outnumbered 2 to 1, surrounded by the enemy, and the Lord not only delivered him, but gave him a great victory. 

4.  What did these two kings have in common?

a. Both were out of God’s will and certainly did not deserve to be saved.

b. Both cried out to the Lord.

c. Both were delivered.  

Principle:  God delivers on the basis of grace, based on who and what He is, not on who and what we are.

Principle:  It’s never too late to humble yourself and cry out to the Lord.

I KINGS 22:34-36

1.  Over, and over, and over again, we see that God is in control. Who else guided the direction of an arrow shot randomly in the midst of battle? It was no accident that the arrow struck King Ahab in the joint of his armor. Nothing is left to chance.

2.  There was never any doubt as to whether Ahab would return alive and unharmed or be mortally wounded in battle.  

1 Kings 22:17  -  So he said, "I saw all Israel scattered on the mountains, like sheep which have no shepherd. And the LORD said, 'These have no master. Let each of them return to his house in peace.'"

1 Kings 22:28  -  And Micaiah said, "If you indeed return safely the LORD has not spoken by me." And he said, "Listen, all you people."

3.  This is one more encouraging illustration provided for us to trust in the Word of God.  

I KINGS 22:37-38

1.  Had Ahab not humbled himself earlier as stated in verse 27, his body would have been left for the dogs and vultures instead of receiving burial, verse 28-29.  

2.  But his blood was desecrated in the company of Samaria’s despised prostitutes and dogs, concluding the story of Ahab.

3.  So the prophecy given in 1 Kings 21:19 was fulfilled, including the exact location with specific details. 
4.  What were the odds of this coming to pass? Who could bring about such a thing?  Certainly no one but God!

5.  The phrase, “according to the Word of the Lord” is used 29 times in the Bible.

6.  The Bible records six chapters (17-22) of God dealing with King Ahab. What a tragic end for a man that had so many chances to change his ways and honor God.

1) God sent three prophets, Elijah, an unnamed prophet (1 Kings 20:13), and Micaiah, to King Ahab to demonstrate His power and to instruct the king.

2) God sent Elijah to pronounce a drought that lasted 3 yrs. to get his attention (chpt. 17).

3) God demonstrated His great power on Mt. Carmel when He proved He is the true God and Baal was not (chpt. 18).

4) Jezebel threatened Elijah and fled to the desert and pouted (chpt. 19).

5) God delivered Israel and King Ahab twice from certain defeat from King Ben-hadad  (chpt. 20)

6) Jezebel had Naboth killed, stole his vineyard, and then gave it to her husband, King Ahab. God put a curse on them, Ahab humbled himself and God reduced his punishment (chpt. 21).

7) God warned Ahab through Micaiah not to go to battle against the Arameans. Ahab put Micaiah into prison and went to battle anyway where God killed him (chpt. 22). 

I KINGS 22:39-40

1.  A harvard university expedition found the ruins of this house in Samaria. Its walls had been faced with Ivory. There were thousands of pieces of the most exquisitely carved and inlaid panels, plaques, cabinets, and couches. It was just above the ruins of Omri’s palace.  Halley’s Bible Handbook, 2nd Edition, Copyright 1962, page 141
The ivories appear to be remains of inlay originally placed on furniture in the palace of Ahab and later Israelite kings. Another interesting feature found in the royal compound was a pool in the northwest corner which could possibly be the pool referred to in Scripture where Ahab’s chariot was washed. All in all, archaeology has provided a great deal of evidence illuminating the reign of Ahab. It encompasses written, artifactual and architectural evidence, and fully substantiates the Biblical portrayal of this wicked, yet powerful, king.   Associates for Biblical Research. (1996; 2003). Bible and Spade (1996) Volume 9 (9:113).
2.   King Ahab was buried after ruling Israel for 22 years. Before we leave Ahab and the Northern Kingdom, we have to find out what happened to Jezebel, right?  2 Kings 9.  Remember God said she would eaten by dogs in 1 Kings 21:23.

LESSON  #109  (4-6-08)

I KINGS 22:41-44

1. The Bible covers the kings of the Northern Kingdom for eight chapters since chpt. 15, but now the focus changes from Israel, the Northern Kingdom, to Judah, the Southern Kingdom. 

2.  Jehoshaphat, (Heb. ‘God has judged’), mentioned earlier in this chapter, now becomes the focus. King Asa was his father and both he and his son may be classified as good kings.

3.  Even though Jehoshapat did a stupid thing aligning himself with wicked King Ahab and failing to destroy the high places (vs. 43), he was still blessed by God because he sought God and did not worship Baal, 2 Chron. 17:3-4, 20:32.

LESSON  #110  (4-13-08)  End Of Series

I KINGS 22:45-50

1.  2  Chron. 19:1-3,  King Jehoshaphat was rebuked by Jehu, the son of Hanani a prophet.

2.  2 Chron. 20:1-37,   -  15) . . . “the battle is not yours but God’s”.  Remember what David said when he was facing 

     Goliath?  1 Sam. 7:47   -   . . . “the battle is the Lord’s”.
3. Verse 26  - “the valley of Berach”  noun  בְּרָכָה
 BERAKA / berachah = blessing   

                       “there they blessed the Lord”   verb -  בָּרַך
BARAK =  kneel, praise, salute, bless
4.  It is nearly unbelievable how Jehoshaphat aligned himself yet again with another wicked king of the northern Kingdom.  What was he thinking?  You’d have thought he had learned his lesson. 
5.  The focus returns one more time to the king of the Northern Kingdom, King Ahab’s son, Ahaziah.  He, too, was  wicked like his father and mother. He was king for less than two years before the Lord had to take him out 2 Kings 1:16.
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