I  pETER 1 : 13 - 19 
LESSON  #32    (7-25-06)
1 Peter 1:13     

Therefore  [with all this in mind],  prepare your minds for action, keep sober in spirit, fix your hope completely on the grace to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.

1.  prepare your minds,  ANAZONNUMI  (ἀναζώννυμι)  pt. am,  to be ready to learn, prepare for action, to gird or bind the loins of the mind, culturally equal to “roll up your sleeves” for mental action.  Middle voice is the grammatical voice signifying that the subject of the verb is being affected by its own action or is acting upon itself.
 
Minds,  DIANOIA  n.gsf,  thought, reasoning, understanding.  DIA, through +  NOEO, thinking.  It literally says, “gird up the loins of your thinking”.    Other phrases that mean the same thing:  “be dressed in readiness”, “let your loins be girded”, “gird up your loins”, “be dressed and ready for service”.  Workmen, runners, wrestlers, and warriors, all of whom are types of the Christians, girded themselves up both to shorten the garment so as not to impede motion, and to gird up the body itself so as to be braced for action.  God told Job to “gird up your loins like a man” in Job 38:3 and 40:7  just before He blasted away at him with questions Job had no answer for.  He also told Jeremiah to “gird up your loins” in Jer. 1:17  -  Now, gird up your loins, and arise, and speak to them all which I command you.

2.  So how do we prepare our minds for action?  If you don’t know the answer to this, you are in big trouble. It is too late when disaster or adversity hits to prepare our minds for it.  Everyone around here is being warned to prepare for this hurricane season by taking necessary precautions, but very few are preparing their minds for whatever may happen by learning Bible doctrine.

3.   keep sober in spirit,  NEPHO   (pt. pa,  to be clear-headed, not drunk, not fuzzy-headed but restrained, self-controlled;  

      “in spirit” is not in the original.   If you don’t prepare your mind for action, you will not be able to keep on being sober-minded.  Cobwebs and fuzziness will intrude into your mind and you will be thinking human viewpoint.  Most people are so intoxicated by the world or so deceived by religion that they don’t have a clue what is really going on or what life is really all about. Many believers think that being worked into an emotional frenzy is a sign of being anointed or being filled with the Holy Spirit.  These people are certainly not thinking clearly, in fact, they often appear to be intoxicated or under the influence of drugs. 


LESSON  #33    (7-27-06)
                                          The doctrine of mental attitude

1. As a part of the spiritual conflict, there exists in the mentality of the soul a conflict between the divine and the human viewpoint. There are norms and standards which are human and norms and standards which are divine. They enter into conflict so that we have a struggle between the divine versus the human viewpoint in the soul. This is taught in Isaiah 55:7-9  -  7) Let the wicked forsake his way, And the unrighteous man his thoughts; And let him return to the LORD, And He will have compassion on him; And to our God, For He will abundantly pardon.  8) "For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Neither are your ways My ways," declares the LORD.  9) "For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher than your ways, And My thoughts than your thoughts. 

2.  Your happiness begins or ends in the loins of the mind. The loins of the mind specifically refer to the right lobe, sometimes called the heart, sometimes called the conscience with emphasis on the norms and standards. Here it is called the loins of the thinking, literally. And in the loins of the thinking, you have divine versus human viewpoint. So the first point we need to realize is that the Christian life depends on your mental attitude.

3. God’s plan for the believer calls for a new mental attitude. Christianity, entrance into the plan of God, demands that you have a new attitude and that you begin to look at life from God’s viewpoint. The new attitude is “sound mind”; Philippians 2:5  -  Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus.  So this is a new mental attitude. 

4. Mental attitude determines the character of a person,  Proverbs 23:7  -  as a man thinketh, so he is.  The real you is what you think. And, of course, the real principle is that what you think is going to come out sooner or later. 

5. The new mental attitude is commanded for the Christian way of life in 2 Corinthians 10:4,5  -  “bringing every thought into captivity for Christ. This is accomplished by the Grace System of Perception. Bible doctrine comes into the left lobe, the perceptive lobe, and that gnosis doctrine is accepted or rejected. If the doctrine is accepted [believed], it is transferred into the right lobe and becomes epignosis doctrine. The absence of the function of GSP means that there will be human viewpoint up in the right lobe and that is where the conflict begins to exist.

6. Bible doctrine shapes the metal attitude, this is girding up the loins, and then becomes the mind of Christ,  1 Corinthians 2:16. Doctrine is the mind of Christ, but it doesn’t become your attitude until it becomes a part of you through the consistent intake of doctrine.

7. Worldliness is a mental attitude, Romans 12:2; Colossians 3:2.  Most Christians believe that worldliness is something you do, but that isn’t worldliness at all. Worldliness is what you think. It is strictly a mental attitude.

8. Stability is a mental attitude. Your whole life balance is strictly a mental attitude;  Isaiah 26:3,4 emphasizes one side, the peaceful side; 2 Thessalonians 2:2 emphasizes the other side. Right between these two in our passage, 1 Peter 1:13, the emphasis is on how to get with it.

9. We do certain things which are an expression of mental attitude if they are done properly. In fact almost everything we do expresses some kind of a mental attitude, although there are some things that express no mental attitude, no mentality. Those are the acts of stupidity. But apart from the acts of stupidity, there are certain things that we accomplish that reflect the mental attitude. For example, giving is a mental attitude. It is something you do, but it involves a mental attitude, 2 Corinthians 9:7. 

10.  Mental attitude sins produce self-induced misery, Proverbs 15:13. The greatest enemy you will ever have in your soul, outside of the satanic influences such as false doctrine, are the mental attitude sins. They are the worst of all categories of sins. They lead to other sins and inflict great damage on your own soul. 

11.  Zig Ziggler, a famous speaker and author on salesmanship said, “Its not your aptitude but your attitude that determines your altitude.”  
 


LESSON  #34    (8-1-06)
4.  fix your hope completely,  ELPIZO  v. aai,  an attitude of looking forward to something, confident expectation.  So now we have an imperative. Most people hope for something but not many completely focus their hope on something. What one hopes for makes a huge difference in the outcome of one’s life.  Many people hope to be rich some day, some hope to be married,

     some hope to be single again, some hope to have good health, some hope to be famous, etc.  God orders us to completely put our     

     hope on something, what is it?

5.  on the grace to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.  PHERO  pt. pp, to be brought or carried. Notice that this verb in  present tense and not the future tense.  It appears that we should fix our hope on the grace that awaits us when we return with Jesus Christ at the Second Advent.  But that would mean that this verb would be in the future tense.

     the revelation,  APOKALYPSIS  s)  n. dsf,  revelation, disclosure, enlightenment.  

EXPANDED TRANSLATION::  1 Peter 1:13   -  Therefore  [with all this in mind],  prepare your minds for action, keep on being clear-headed and self-controlled, fix your hope completely on the grace being brought to you by the enlightenment of Jesus Christ  [by means of learning Bible doctrine].  

The grace that we are receiving now is (1) the Grace System of Perception, GSP, (2) Logistical Grace, (3) Super Grace, (4) Dying Grace, and (5) Surpassing Grace. It is through Bible doctrine, the mind of Christ, that we are learning of this grace and on which we are to place our complete focus.
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Wherefore    having bound up     the    loins     of the    mind                  
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LESSON  #35    (8-3-06)   

1 Peter 1:14-16  

1 Peter 1:14-16   -  As obedient children, do not be conformed to the former lusts which were yours in your ignorance,  15) but like the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also in all your behavior;  16) because it is written, "You shall be holy, for I am holy."   

1.  obedient children are believers to whom obedience is their characteristic and ruling nature. Contrast Eph 5:6, - “the children of disobedience… God’s children, who are spiritually prepared, are clear-headed, and are focused on the grace God is giving them because they are consistently learning God’s word, will be obedient children.

2.  do not be conformed to the former lusts which were yours in your ignorance.   We have a similar admonition from the apostle Paul in  Romans 12:2  -  And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind…  

3.  A believer who is conformed to this world and to his former lusts is a disobedient child of God.  Notice how ignorance plays a major role in disobedience.  Most people, believers included, have no idea what they forfeit by defying God.

4.  On the one hand, a disobedient child does not get the great things that he wants while on the other hand, he gets the things that he doesn’t want. This is what could be called a “double wammy”.  

5.  Ignorance and knowledge, like obedience and disobedience, is a matter of choice.  

      Ephesians 4:17-18  17 This I say therefore, and affirm together with the Lord, that you walk no longer just as the Gentiles also walk, in the futility of their mind,  18 being darkened in their understanding, excluded from the life of God, because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the hardness of their heart;


STAGES OF SPIRITUAL GROWTH 


LITTLE CHILDREN  (1 John 2:12)
A.  BREPHOS    (New born babes) (1 Peter 2:2)
1.  Characteristics of new born babes
a.  Very vulnerable, easily led astray (Heb 2:1) 
b.  Need constant attention, need daily encouragement (Heb 3:13)
c.  Know very little, need someone to teach elementary principles (Heb 5:12)
2.  Know their sins are forgiven for His name’s sake  (1 John 2:12)
a.  Know they are saved by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone (Eph 2:8-9)
1)  Understand the truth of the gospel (Gal 2:14-16) 
2)  Understand that salvation is by grace and not works (Eph 2:8-9)
3)  Trusted in who Christ accomplished the work of salvation on cross (1 Cor 15:3) 
b. Know they are made spiritually alive in/ Christ (Eph 2:5) 
1)  Recognize that in Him we have redemption, the forgiveness of our sins (Eph1:7)
2)  Realize that we were dead in our sins, yet He made us alive in Him, having forgiven all our sins (Col 2:11-3)
3.  Have a thirst and hunger for the milk of the word (1 Peter  2:2)      
a.  Blessed are those who hunger and thirst after righteousness (Matt 5:6)
b.  Whosoever drinks of the living water shall never thirst (John 4:14)
c.  Anyone who eats of the bread of life shall live forever (John 6:51)
d.  If learning is neglected, we drift away (Heb 2:1)             

e.  Being dull of hearing = no learning (Heb.5:11) 

f.   Milk is the source of elementary principles (Heb 5:12)
 B.  NEPIOS    (Infant, babe, little child without power of speech) (1 Cor 13:11)  

 1. Characteristics of immature stage of spiritual infancy
a.   Still in bondage under the elements of the world (Gal 4:1-3)
b.   Still led by the flesh (1 Cor 3:1-4)
c.   Able to be easily led astray (Eph 4:14-15)   
d.   Unskilled & unwise in the Word (Heb 5:13) 
2.  Learn to stay in fellowship with God in state of spirituality and not carnality
a. Confess sins to God to stay in fellowship, sins be forgiven and cleansed from all unrighteousness (1 John 1:9)
b. Filled with the Spirit (Eph 5:18)  under the control of Holy Spirit and not the Flesh (OSN)
3.  Learn to walk by the Spirit (Gal 5:16-17)
a. Learn the difference between walking by flesh, carnality, and walking by the H.S., spirituality
b.  Learn the difference between dead works (Heb 6:1) and divine good (Eph 2:10)
YOUNG MEN    (1 John 2:13-14)
A.  PAIDON       (Young child before stage of academic training) (Mark 10:13-15)
1.  Characteristics of the immature stage of a young spiritual child
a.  Discovery of their own will and desire to want their own way (1 Cor 3:1-3)
b. Rebelliousness against principles of Christian way of life (Prov 13:24; 19:18; 22:15)
c.  Easily lead astray by deception and sensuality (2 Peter 2:1-3)
2.  Learn through divine discipline (Heb 12:1-11)       
a.  Warning discipline (weak,  1 Cor 11:30a, 32)    
b.  Intensive discipline (sick,  1 Cor 11:30b, 32)
c.  Dying discipline (sleep, 1 Cor 11:30c, 32)
3.  Learn grace orientation (Grow in grace, 2 Peter 3:18)
a.  Enforced humility, discipline, develops genuine humility (James 1:21) 
b.  Humility necessary for objectivity which is necessary for teachability
               c.  Humility, the foundational virtue, is how the edification complex is built 
              d.  Grace-orientation keeps one free from extremes of legalism and antinomianism
4.   Learn to grow in relationship with God (Rom 8:14-17; 2 Cor 6:18)      

a.  By putting on the full armor of God may stand firm against devil (Eph 6:10-17)
b.  By abstaining from every form of evil (1 Thes 5:22)
c.  Evil policy of Satan & human viewpoint replaced by divine viewpoint (1Cor 2:14-16)
 FATHERS     (1 John 2:13-14)
A.  HUIOS      (Adult sons of God)  (Rom 8:14)
1. Characteristics of adult son spiritual stage 

    a.  Those who have put to death the deeds of the flesh (Rom 8:13; Gal 5:24)
b.  Those who are led by the Spirit of God (Rom 8:14)  
c.  Those who bear the fruit of Spirit (Gal 5:22-23)

2.  Has true love for God (motivational virtue) in serving God                    
a.  Free of false motivations of praise & recognition of men  (Rom 2:29)
b.  Love for God is motivation behind service and good works (divine good)      
3. Has a relaxed mental attitude and unconditional love for the brethren (1 Jn 4:20) 
a.  Relaxed mental attitude love, true agape (from volition and mentality)
b.  Unconditional love in spite of how treated
4.  Has a personal sense of destiny    
a. Has true spiritual esteem, knows who they are in Christ (Son, Priest, Ambassador)
b. Understands purpose for life        

1)  To glorify God ( Eph 1:12)     
2)  To become like Christ (Rom 8:29) 
3)  To serve God, through function of spiritual gift (Eph 4:7-13)
4)  To produce divine good works (Eph 2:10)  
B.  TELIOS  (Mature spiritual adults) (Eph 4:13; Col. 1:28; Heb 5:14)
1.  Characteristics of mature spiritual adults
a.  Those who are self-controlled, able to bridle the tongue and the whole body (James 3:2)  
b.  Have their senses trained to discern good and evil (Heb 5:14)
2.  Occupied with Christ

a. Free from the slavery to the details of life (work, money, everyday activities, etc)                  
b.  Not distracted by preoccupation with self, things, circumstances, other people
c .  Know and live by God’s priorities (Col 3:1-2)   
d.  Pass thought, people, system, prosperity, and disaster testing (2 Cor 12:10)
3.  Learn contentment, joy, peace, happiness in spite of circumstances 
a.  Have divine viewpoint in regard to all circumstances of life (Phil 2:5)
b. Rejoice in the midst of trials (James 1:24; 1 Peter 1:6-9); rejoice always (Phil 4:4) 

c.  Peace in the midst of disaster (Phil 4:6-7)
d.  Thanksgiving for all things (1 Thes 5:18)


LESSON  #36    (9-5-06)

6.    LUST \ˈləst\ n  1 . a : pleasure, delight  b : personal inclination : wish   2.: usu. intense or unbridled   sexual desire : 
        lasciviousness    3.  a  : an intense longing : craving as in a lust to succeed) b  : enthusiasm,  eagerness as in a lust for life,  
Merriam-Webster, I. (2003). Merriam-Webster's collegiate dictionary.
    a.  The Bible use of lust is an illicit, uncontrolled, overwhelming desire which originates from the old sin nature.   Most people think of lust only in its sexual context.  But there are other kinds of lust:


Money Lust  -  An unrestrained desire to be rich.

     
Power Lust -   An insatiable desire for power and control.

     Approbation Lust - An intense desire to be liked or to draw attention.

     Pleasure Lust – An inordinate desire to play and have fun.

     Chemical Lust – An addiction to drugs and/or alcohol.

     Sexual Lust -  An burning uninhibited desire for illicit sex.

     Crusader Lust - Christian activism including civil disobedience, social engineering, anti-Semitism, and terrorism

     Revenge Lust -  An extreme urge to hurt or get even with a person or organization.

LESSON  #37    (9-7-06)
b.  Lust destroys the motivation of the believer to please God or execute His plan.

c   Lust destroys spiritual self-esteem and replaces it with self-absorption and  self-gratification. The desire to please God is replaced with the desire to please self.  Psa. 37:4 and II Cor. 5:15. are very helpful reminders.

d.  There are two categories of lust: - Unfulfilled Lust and Fulfilled Lust. Neither category brings happiness. Unfulfilled lust causes more frustration and intensifies the desires involved. Fulfilled lust does not bring the anticipated happiness so even greater frustration is experienced along with discouragement and guilt. 

e.  Happiness and contentment do not originate from the fulfillment of the lust pattern of the sin nature. Happiness and contentment come from a relationship with God and the understanding and appreciation of His grace provisions.

 f.   Lust destroys the effectiveness and power in prayer. This is illustrated in James 4:3 “You ask and receive not because you  

      ask for yourselves with wrong motives, that you may squander it on your pleasure lusts.”

 g.   Lust turns the believer into a tricky, dishonest, deceitful person.

h. Most people who are enslaved by their lusts are ignorant of the spiritual assets available to them that would set them free. 

i. The solution to lust is Rebound, learn doctrine, and apply doctrine.

7.  Verse 15  -  but like the Holy One who called you;   II Peter 1:3     Who is the Holy One?    I Peter 5:10
     2 Thessalonians 2:13  -  3 But we should always give thanks to God for you, brethren beloved by the Lord, because God has    chosen you from the beginning for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and faith in the truth.
     2 Peter 1:3  -  3 seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge  [epignosis]  of Him who called us to His own glory and excellence.
     1 Peter 5:10  -  10 And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who called you to His eternal glory in Christ, will Himself perfect, confirm, strengthen and establish you.

     1 Thessalonians 4:7  -  For God has not called us for the purpose of impurity, but in sanctification.

8.  We are called not only to accept the gospel, but also to be obedient children who will share in the praise, glory, and honor of God.

9.  be [v. apm]  holy yourselves also in all your behavior;   Holiness is attributed to God and is a quality to be developed in his people. “Holiness” and the adjective “holy” occur more than 900 times in the Bible. The primary O.T. word for holiness means “to cut” or “to separate.” Fundamentally, holiness is a cutting off or separation from what is unclean and a consecration to what is pure. In the O.T., holiness as applied to God signifies his transcendence over creation and the moral perfection of his character.  1  W. A., & Comfort, P. W. (2001). Tyndale Bible dictionary. Tyndale reference library (608).

LESSON  #38    (9-12-06)     

holy,  HAGIOS  s)  adj. msa.  Wherever you find “holy,” “sanctified,” “saint,” or “sanctification” it all means the same thing: to be set apart unto God’s plan Usage: Holy (92), holy (62), Holy of Holies (1), holy one (5), holy ones (1), holy place (7), most holy (1), saint (1), saints (59), saints' (1), sanctuary (2).  

2 Corinthians 7:1  -  Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all defilement of flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.
The first thing we notice about this verse is that the apostle Paul includes himself , “let us,” among those who need cleansing.  Okay, we know how to cleanse ourselves from all defilement of the flesh, Rebound, but how do we go about perfecting holiness?  Perfecting,  EPITELEO  (pt. pa npm, is a circumstantial participle which further explains the circumstances surrounding the main verb, cleanse,  KATHARIZO   v. aas1p;  Receiving cleansing through Rebound enables us to become experientially sanctified in perfecting or completing holiness.

Leviticus 11:44-45  -  'For I am the LORD your God. Consecrate yourselves therefore, and be holy; for *I am holy. And you shall not make yourselves unclean with any of the swarming things that swarm on the earth.  45) 'For I am the LORD, who brought you up from the land of Egypt, to be your God; thus you shall be holy for I am holy.'"

*Isa. 6.3   -  And one called out to another and said, “﻿﻿Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord of hosts  [the armies], The ﻿﻿﻿﻿whole earth is full of His glory.”    Isaiah used the term “The Holy One of Israel” as a title or designation for God twenty-five times

Revelation 15:4  -  "Who will not fear, O Lord, and glorify Thy name? For Thou alone art holy; For all the nations will come and worship before Thee, For Thy righteous acts have been revealed."

The fact that Peter could give such a command implies that he knew such desires remain and can have some power in the minds of true Christians. Yet he also agreed with Paul, Rom. 6:11, 14; Gal. 5:24, that the Holy Spirit’s regenerating work brakes the ruling, dominating force of those desires making it is possible for Christians to have a significant measure of victory over them.  Dallas Theological Seminary. (2000; 2002). Bibliotheca Sacra Volume 157 (157:306). Dallas Theological Seminary.

The pursuit of holiness is not to be confused with sinless perfection. The original word translated holy means “separate” or “set apart.” Those whom Peter speaks of as sanctified in 1 Peter 1:2 are still exhorted to be sanctified in 1 Peter 1:16 and 2:1 . This shows that sanctification and holiness do not describe sinless perfection in the believer 
Dallas Theological Seminary. (1951; 2002). Bibliotheca Sacra Volume 108 (108:180). Dallas Theological Seminary.

Holiness when referring to believers does not mean to be sinless Rom. 3:23..  To think we can be sinless is legalism. 

So can a believer grit his teeth and commit himself to becoming holy?  Of course not!  No one can be holy by his own power.

2 Peter 1:2-4  -  Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord;  3 seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence.  4 For by these He has granted  [pt. rm]  to us His precious and magnificent promises, in order that by them you might become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust.

Here he affirmed that the ultimate condition, prerequisite, or essential foundation for holiness in the believer’s life is God’s divine power 

1 Peter 1:17-19
1 Peter 1:17-21  -  And if you address as Father the One who impartially judges according to each man's work, conduct yourselves in fear during the time of your stay upon earth;  18) knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers,  19) but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ   20) For He was foreknown before the foundation of the world, but has appeared in these last times for the sake of you  21) who through Him are believers in God, who raised Him from the dead and gave Him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God.

1.  And if you address as Father the One who impartially judges according to each man's work, 

a. “if” is a first class conditional clause:  if it is true and it is.  

b. Address,  EPIKALEOMAI (v. pmi.2p, to appeal to, to call, to address.  We are to always address the Father in prayer, Matt. 6:6, 9, in the name of the Jesus, John 14:13, 15:16, and in the power of the Holy Spirit, Eph. 6:18. 

c.     Impartially (adv);  Rom. 2:11 -  For there is no partiality with God,  Deut. 10:17, II Chron. 19:7, Matt. 22:16, Acts 10:34 
c. Judges,  KRINO  (pt. pa.asm, to judge, evaluate, to make a determination.  This is an attributive participle that acts as an adjective, describing the Father.

d. work (n)  or our deeds will be evaluated at the Judgment Seat of Christ,  Rom. 14:10, I Cor. 3:13-15, II Cor. 5:10, Heb. 6:7-12.  Our human good will be burned and our divine good will be rewarded.
2.  conduct yourselves in fear during the time of your stay upon earth. . . 

a. conduct, v. apm.2p, is a deponent verb in a passive form but having an active meaning.  This is a command.     

 LESSON  #39    (9-14-06)                
           

b. This does not mean that we are to go through our time on earth being afraid.  It means that we are to respect God with a reverential fear, to obey His Word, and to depend on His power and provision rather than our own. When we fear God, we have no one else to fear.  Not to fear God is sheer folly.

c. The decisions we make during this short time here on earth will determine our status in heaven for all eternity. We better take our spiritual life seriously and make the most of the time we have.

d. your stay upon earth,  (NIV)  as strangers here,  (KJV) time of your sojourning,  PAROIKIA  n, to dwell as a stranger, to sojourn in a strange land, to live as in exile.  We are just traveling through here while on earth; our real home and our real citizenship is in heaven, Phil. 3:20  -  For our citizenship is in heaven. . .
3.  18)  knowing (v.rai) that you were not redeemed (v. api) with perishable things like silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers. . .  

a. Knowing that we were redeemed makes a difference. We need not fear death nor are we to worry about not making it into heaven.  Also, it causes us to have great gratitude and to strive to not do anything that would be offensive to others.

b. Notice that our way of life prior to becoming a believer is called futile. It was self-deceiving, unreal, and unprofitable: promising that which it did not perform.  Life without God is pointless.

c. As unbelievers, we practiced the legalism that we learned from childhood with the idea that we could keep the law or pay money to earn salvation.

4.  19)  but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ.  

THE DOCTRINE OF THE BLOOD OF CHRIST

1.  This doctrine will demonstrate the following:

· The shedding of blood when animal sacrifices were made in Old Testament times were a visual aid depicting the spiritual death of Christ on the cross 

· The term, the blood of Christ  does not refer to Christ’s literal blood but is a representative analogy relating the     physical death of animals in the O.T. to the spiritual death of Christ on the cross.

· Christ did not bleed to death on the cross.

· No one caught His blood in a bowl and took it to heaven.

· Christ died twice on the cross, and it was His spiritual death, not his physical death, that provided salvation.

2.  like the doctrine of baptism, the doctrine of the blood of Christ is usually infused with strong emotion and little knowledge. It is important that these doctrines be examined objectively, with an open mind.

3.  Many think that the literal blood of Christ has some kind of mystical element or power to save.  Some popular hymns have lyrics that promote this idea, “There Is Power In The Blood”, “Are You Washed In The Blood?”, and “There Is A Fountain Filled With Blood Drawn From Emanuel’s Veins”.

· The shedding of blood when animal sacrifices were made in old testament times were a visual aid depicting the spiritual death of Christ on the cross 

1)   Animal blood was shed in four out of the five Levitical sacrifices under the ritual plan of God for the Jewish Age.

2)  Hebrews 9:22  -  And according to the Law, one may almost say, all things are cleansed with blood, and without shedding of blood, there is no forgiveness.  Many misconstrue this verse to mean that the literal blood of Christ had to be shed before any forgiveness of sins could be granted.  

3)  Wrong!  This is a New Testament commentary on the use of animal blood in the Old Testament.  It refers to animal blood, not Christ’s blood!  The physical death of animals taught the spiritual, rather than the physical, death of Christ.

4)  Leviticus 17:11  - 'For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it to you on the altar to make atonement for your souls; for it is the [animal] blood by reason of the life that makes atonement.'   Since animals have no spirit, they cannot die spiritually, but they die physically when their throat is cut and the blood runs out.  In animals, the life of the flesh is in the blood. In humans, life is in the soul and also in the spirit of believers.  James 2:26  -  For just as the body without the spirit is dead . . .

5)  Ephesians 1:7 -  In Him we have redemption through His blood;  Redemption refers to a price paid to release or recover something.  The price required to redeem us from the slave market of sin was “the precious blood  [spiritual death],  as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ,” I Peter 1:20b 

6)  Christ was described as a lamb unblemished and spotless to link Him to the animals that were sacrificed in the O.T. that were a preview of the real sacrifice made by, “the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world,” John 1:29.
7)  It was the soul as well as the body of Jesus Christ that bore our sins. But His soul remained in His body until His work was finished, John 19:30. 

8)  The penalty for sin is not physical death; it’s spiritual death. 

Genesis 2:16-17  -  And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, "From any tree of the garden you may eat freely;   but from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat from it you shall surely die."


When Adam  ate of the forbidden fruit, he did not die physically, in fact, he lived another 930 years, Gen. 5:5. He died spiritually which is separation from God.  Physical death is a result of spiritual death, but it is not the penalty for sin. 
9)  The animals that were sacrificed did not pay for sin; they temporarily restrained God’s wrath until it could be poured out on Christ on the cross, Hebrews 10:1-6.  

Hebrews 10:11-12  - And every priest stands daily ministering and offering time after time the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins;  12) but He, having offered one sacrifice for sins for all time, sat down at the right hand of God,

LESSON  #40    (9-19-06)   
· The term, “the blood of Christ” does not refer to Christ’s literal blood but is a representative analogy relating the physical death of animals in the O.T. to the spiritual death of Christ on the cross.
1)   There was nothing in the literal blood of Jesus Christ that saves.  Every time the blood of Christ is mentioned in the New Testament, it is a part of a representative analogy relating the physical death of animals in the Old Testament to the spiritual death of Christ on the cross.

2)    Even though the physical torture and suffering of Christ is emphasized today, it was His spiritual death, not His physical death that  purchased our salvation.

3)    The first Adam and the last Adam, Jesus Christ, were the only two people who died spiritually of their own volition. All descendants of the first Adam have been born spiritually dead.

4) The Theological Dictionary of the New Testament, edited by Gerhardt Kittel, Vol I, p.175, "the ideas which the New Testament links with the blood of Christ, since the latter, New Testament, is simply a pregnant verbal symbol of the saving work of Christ."

5)    The violent death of our Lord on the cross was not His physical death, but His spiritual death, which caused Him to scream out time

and time again, "My God! My God! Why have You forsaken Me?"  His physical death was peaceful and easy.  The violence was in His spiritual death.  In coming into contact with all the sins of the world and being judged for them, He experienced the worst violence the world has ever known.

6)    The animal on the altar was a picture of our Lord Jesus Christ being judged for our sins. The violent physical death of the animal depicted our Lord's violent spiritual death.  Hence, it is not a literal analogy, but a representative analogy. 

7)   The fact that Jesus was still physically alive when He said, “It  [salvation]  is finished!” , John 19:30, is proof in itself that it was not His physical but His spiritual death that saved us.  

· Christ did not bleed to death on the cross.
1)    John 19:30  -  When Jesus therefore had received the sour wine, He said, "It is finished!" And He bowed His head, and gave up His spirit.


Everything Christ did on the cross was deliberate and fulfilled a purpose.  “He bowed His head” is a phrase meaning that He pushed His head forward.  This was necessary because His body had to be in a certain position so that when the spear pierced His side, vs. 34, it  would be evident even from a distance that physical death had occurred.

2)    John 19:31  -  The Jews therefore, because it was the day of preparation, so that the bodies should not remain on the cross on the Sabbath (for that Sabbath was a high day), asked Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that they might be taken away.

a. The Jews were responsible for the greatest crime of all time but they were still determined to follow the letter of the law.  The “day of preparation” was the day that the Jews made preparation to observe the Feast of Unleavened Bread which lasted seven days.  This was the day before the Passover, the day that Christ was crucified.

b. Jewish law demanded that the body of any criminal should be put out of sight in order not to pollute the land for the Sabbath or a holy day, Deut. 21:22-23.  The Jews didn’t want victims on the cross while they were having one of their high Sabbaths.
c. The breaking of the legs was a Roman custom known as “crurifragium” (Latin for “leg-breaking”).
3)    John 19:32-33  -  The soldiers therefore came, and broke the legs of the first man, and of the other man who was crucified with Him;  33) but coming to Jesus, when they saw that He was already dead, they did not break His legs;

a. The Roman soldiers took a heavy club and broke the legs of the two criminals but did not touch Christ. 

b. The victim on a cross would suffocate when his legs were broken because he could not push up with his legs to open up his chest cavity so that he could get air into his lungs.
c. Why do you suppose that Christ was already dead?  He surely was more healthy and stronger than they were and he had received more punishment.  The answer is found in John 10:17-18  - . . . I lay down My life that I may take it again.  18) "No one has taken it away from Me, but I lay it down on My own   initiative. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again. . .

d.  Just as Christ’s physical death was unique, so His death was unique.  He was the only Person who ever died physically by His own volition.
e.   Christ received puncture wounds in His wrists, legs, and head which caused minimum loss of blood.  He also received lacerations on His back and face, but they did not produce bleeding that was life threatening. He did not bleed to death.

4)    John 19:34  -  34)  but one of the soldiers pierced His side with a spear, and immediately there came out blood and water.

a. The soldier’s spear penetrated Christ’s side and entered the chest cavity where a large amount of blood clots and serum or fluid had collected as a result of Christ pushing His head forward right before He died. This closed the diaphragm, preventing the blood from draining down into the abdominal cavity and lower extremities.

b.
Only a dead body that has not bled to death but that died suddenly would  contain blood clots and serum.  The blood clots and serum exiting the wound in Christ’s side established two important facts that could be discerned even from a distance: 
1) Christ was physically dead

2) He did not bleed to death

5)    John 19:35  -  And he  [John]  who has seen has borne witness, and his witness is true; and he knows that he is telling the truth, so that you also may believe.

a. The apostle John was an eyewitness to Christ’s execution.  He bore witness declaring that his witness is true, credible, and would be acceptable as evidence in court.

b. No one collected Christ’s blood nor did anyone go up and touch His blood as if it had some kind of miraculous power to heal or to save a person.

c. The purpose of the witness was to leave a creditable record so that we might believe that Christ truly was dead and that He did not bleed to death.

6)    John 19:36  -  For these things came to pass, that the Scripture might be fulfilled, "Not a bone of Him shall be broken."

a.  Here again, we have a link back to the animal sacrifices of the Old Testament.  We are given a quote from Exodus 12:46 - "Not a bone of Him shall be broken."   The immediate sense of this phrase referred to the lamb that was to be sacrificed on Passover but in a fuller sense, it referred to Christ’s crucifixion on the cross.  

b.  The fact that the soldiers did not break Christ’s legs was a fulfillment of this prophecy indicating that Jesus Christ was the Messiah, the Lamb of God that was slain for us. For 1,500 years, the Jews were very careful that no sacrifice was offered that had a broken bone. The fact that Christ’s bones were not broken should have convinced them of His Messiahship.
c.  Another prophecy, Psalm 34:20  -  He keeps all his bones; Not one of them is broken.  Why does the Bible give us all these details?  To demonstrate that God is faithful and to emphasize the importance of every detail of the Word of God.

LESSON  #41    (9-21-06)   
· No one caught His blood in a bowl and took it to heaven.
1)    Some people think that Christ’s blood was put into a bowl and taken to heaven and that it has some mystical saving power.    Where did that idea come from?

2)    It stems from a misconception of Hebrews 9:6-7  -  Now when these things have been thus prepared, the priests are continually entering the outer tabernacle, performing the divine worship,  7) but into the second only the high priest enters, once a year, not without taking blood, which he offers for himself and for the sins of the people committed in ignorance.

3)    Some who mistakenly think that the high priest took the animal blood into the holy of holies in order to complete the sacrifice made on the altar.  They also erroneously conclude that Christ took his blood with Him when He ascended into heaven to complete the sacrifice He had made on the cross. While the blood was carried into the holy of holies, it was not in a sacrificial sense.  

4)    Bringing the blood into the holy of holies did not complete the sacrifice that had been made; the sacrifice was completed on the altar and the entrance with the blood was merely an application of that sacrifice.  The high priest was allowed to enter on the ground that a sin offering had been completed on the altar.   









5)    Hebrews 9:11-12  -  But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things to come, He entered through the greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this creation;  12) and not through the blood of goats and calves, but through His own blood, He entered the holy place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption.

6)    Notice that verse 12 says He entered “THROUGH His own blood”  and does NOT say, “WITH His own blood. ”   Jesus  Christ was allowed to enter into heaven on the basis of His completed work on the cross portrayed by the term, “the blood of Christ”.  

7)   Hebrews 9:24-25  -  For Christ did not enter a holy place made with hands, a mere copy of the true one, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us; 25), nor was it that He should offer Himself often, as the high priest enters the holy place year by year with blood not his own.

Differences between the priests of the O.T. and Jesus Christ:

a.  nor was it that He should offer Himself often;  O.T. priests offered sacrifices year after year, but Christ made one sacrifice that was efficacious for all time.

Hebrews 10:10  -  . . .  we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.

Hebrews 10:14  -  For by one offering He has perfected for all time those who are sanctified.
  .  Christ entered the greater Tabernacle, heaven, whereas the O.T. priests entered the earthly Tabernacle.

b.  with blood not his own;  The priests in the O.T. did not enter the holy of holies with their own blood, meaning that they did not enter on the basis of their own sacrifice. Christ entered the real holy of holies, heaven,  on the basis of His own sacrifice.

· Christ died twice on the cross, and it was His spiritual death, not his physical death, that provided salvation.
1)   Unfortunately, most people today have completely lost sight of Christ’s spiritual death on the cross.  They are confused about the blood of Christ because they don’t know that Christ died twice on the cross and that it was His first death that paid for our sins.  

2) Isa 53:9  "While His burial would be assigned with criminals [obscurity], nevertheless He would be associated with a rich man [Joseph of Aramathea] in His deaths."  The Hebrew noun MUTH is plural.  Heb 9:16-17 also says there were two deaths, "for a covenant is valid upon deaths."

3)    The blood of Jesus represents the sacrifice of Christ in bearing our sins.  His physical death is never called a sacrifice.  Spiritual  death looks backward to the judgment of our sins.  Physical death looks forward to resurrection.  He had to die physically or there could be no resurrection.  His physical death was not a sacrifice.  

4)    So the literal blood of Christ refers to His physical death on the cross once His work was finished.  The figurative blood of Christ on the cross refers to His saving work. Eph 1:7  "In whom we have redemption through His blood [figurative], the forgiveness of sins according to the riches of His grace."

5)    Since the symbolism of the blood is death and there are two categories of death experienced by Christ on the cross, we must distinguish between them.  His spiritual death refers to the completed sacrifice that purchased our salvation symbolized by “the blood of Christ”. The physical death of Christ demonstrated that Christ completed His mission, the price was paid, and there was nothing left to be done to provide our salvation. 

6)    Without Christ’s spiritual death, there would be no salvation. Without His physical death, there would be no resurrection.  

7)    Christ died twice on the cross so that we might be born twice. First, we are born physically, and then we are born again spiritually upon our faith in Jesus Christ.

LESSON  #42    (9-26-06)   
References to Blood

“The blood of Christ” was a term that made it easy for the Jews to understand what happened on the cross since they had been sacrificing animals for over 1,500 years. It took the ritual that they were familiar with and linked it with the reality that had been promised.  


                                            To be purchased out of the slave market of sin.  The price was the blood of Christ / His spiritual death.

Ephesians 1:7   -  In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace,

Colossians 1:13-14  -  For He delivered us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son,  14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins [through the blood of Christ].

1 Peter 1:18-19  -  knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers,  19) but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ.
The blood is used in these verses as the “coin of the realm” which purchased our freedom. 


                                       To be delivered from the guilt and penalty of sin.

Revelation 1:5  - . . . and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the first-born of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To Him who loves us, and released us from our sins by His blood,

The KJV has a poor translation of this verse which reads, “Unto Him who loved us and washed us from our sins in his own blood,

The Greek word translated “wash” is LUO  (to loose, untie; release, set free; break, set aside or deliver.  To wash is not found in its meaning and the KJV is the only one that translates it this way.  No one is washed in Christ’s blood; we are delivered from our sins by His blood.

The Arndt and Gingrich, Greek-English Lexicon, p.22, under HAIMA in the paragraph describing the figurative use of the blood of Christ as "blood and life as an expiatory sacrifice; especially the blood of Jesus as the means of expiation."


                                                     To be reconciled to God by the removal of the barriers between God and man.

Ephesians 2:13   -  But now in Christ Jesus you who formerly were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 

Colossians 1:19-20   -  For it was the Father's good pleasure for all the fullness to dwell in Him,  20) and through Him to reconcile all things to Himself, having made peace through the blood of His cross; through Him,


                                                We are justified by the imputation of God’s righteousness through faith in the efficacious sacrifice of Christ’s spiritual death, Rom. 4:4-5.

Romans 5:8  -  "God demonstrates His love toward us in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.  Much more then being now justified by His blood."


                    

      God is propitiated or satisfied with the sacrifice of Christ on our behalf.

Romans 3:25   -  . . . whom God displayed publicly as a propitiation in His blood through faith. This was to demonstrate His righteousness, because in the forbearance of God He passed over the sins previously committed;

The Greek word for propitiation is HILISTERION It is the same word that is translated “mercy seat” in 

Hebrews 9:5  -  And above it  [the ark]  were the cherubim of glory overshadowing the mercy seat

To be set apart to God for blessing.

Hebrews 13:12  -  Therefore Jesus also, that He might sanctify the people through His own blood, suffered outside the gate.

1 John 1:7 & 9  -  7) but if we walk in the light as He Himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin.  9) If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

[ END OF THE DOCTRINE OF THE BLOOD OF CHRIST ]


[

Verse 19 continued]  but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ.  
The doctrine of sacrifice begins in Genesis 3, when God killed animals that He might clothe Adam and Eve. A ram died for Isaac, Gen. 22:13, and the Passover lamb was slain for each Jewish household, Ex. 12. Messiah was presented as an innocent Lamb in Isaiah 53. Isaac asked the question, “Where is the lamb?” , Gen. 22:7, and John the Baptist answered it when he pointed to Jesus and said, “Behold the Lamb of God, which takes away the sin of the world”, John 1:29.  In heaven, the redeemed and the angels sing, “Worthy is the Lamb!”, Rev. 5:11–14.
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