I PETER 1 : 20 - 25

LESSON  #43    (9-28-06)        

TEST  REVIEW 
1 Peter 1:20-21
20 )For He was foreknown before the foundation of the world, but has appeared in these last times for the sake of you  21) who through Him are believers in God, who raised Him from the dead and gave Him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God.

1. For He  [Christ]  was foreknown before the foundation of the world. . .   Redemption was no afterthought, or remedy of an unforeseen evil devised at the time of its arising.  Peter made it clear that Christ’s death was an appointment, not an accident; for it was ordained by God before the foundation of the world. 
a.   Acts 2:23   -  this Man, delivered over by the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God, you nailed to a cross by the hands of godless men and put Him to death. also Rev. 13:8 - The Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. . . 

   b.   From the human perspective, our Lord was cruelly murdered; but from the divine perspective, He laid down His life for sinners.   

John 10:17-18  - "For this reason the Father loves Me, because I lay down My life so that I may take it again.  18) "No one has taken it away from Me, but I lay it down on My own initiative. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again.

2.    but has appeared. . . PHANEROO  pt. ap gsm, to become manifest, to appear.  Jesus Christ has always existed but became manifest or visible at the first advent. 

 in these last times for the sake of you. . .” ESCHATOS s) adj. gsm, extreme, last, the latest of time. Christ came at the very end of the age of Israel, not only for the sake of those who received this letter, but also for us and for all mankind.
3.    who through Him [Chirst] are believers in God. . .  It is only through Jesus Christ that we have access to God, Jn. 14:6, Acts 4:12.

4.    who raised Him from the dead and gave Him glory. . .  By Christ’s resurrection, ascension, and session, God openly declared His acceptance of Him as our righteous substitute. Jesus Christ was given the highest most exalted position in the universe when He sat down on the right side of God, Heb. 1:3, 10:12, & 12:2.  

5.    so that your faith and hope are in God. . .  Our faith flows from His resurrection and our confidence from God having given Him glory. God raising and glorifying Jesus is the anchor of our faith and hope in God. Apart from Christ, we would only fear rather than believe and hope in God.  I Peter 1:3  - . . . according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.
LESSON  #44    (10-3-06)   
1 Peter 1:22
1 Peter 1:22  -  Since you have in obedience to the truth purified your souls for a sincere love of the brethren, fervently love one another from the heart,

1.  The KJV adds the phrase, “through the Spirit” that is not in the original.

2.  Since you have in obedience to the truth. . .  The Bible demands that we recognize its authority. If you do not orient to the authority of the Bible, you’ve had it as far as the Christian life is concerned. The Bible is full of commands: positive ones like “do this,” and negative ones like “don’t do this”.  

3. Some people try to avoid accountability when it comes to the authority of God’s Word, claiming that it was written by men and therefore can’t be the Word of God. They are ignorant of the fact that the Bible itself claims to be the Word of God, 2 Tm. 3:16, Matt. 4:4, Matt. 5:18,   Heb. 4:12,   2 Peter 1:17-21,  Psalm 119:105,  Psalm 19:7-10,  Rom 3:1-2,  Isa 40:8,   Rom 15:4.  

4.  The Bible also demands recognition of the authority of the communicator, Heb. 13:7 & 17, Acts 20:28, I Thes. 5:12, I Cor. 16:16.  No one can learn if they are arrogant and unteachable because they refuse to recognize the authority of the teacher. Have an open mind Instead of picking and choosing what you like, or thinking to yourself that you know more or could have done a better job of explaining it than the pastor did. Questions are fine but everything must be weighed against the Word of God  Without an open mind, a person will stagnate and never learn anything new.   

5.  the truth . . . The truth is not what you say it is or what I say it is; the truth is what God says it is.  John 17:17  -  Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth.   2 Samuel 7:28 -  Now, O Lord GOD, You are God, and Your words are truth,   Psalm 119:160 - The sum of Your word is truth,    2 Timothy 2:24-26 - The Lord's bond-servant must not be quarrelsome, but be kind to all, able to teach, patient when wronged,  25) with gentleness correcting those who are in opposition, if perhaps God may grant them repentance leading to the knowledge of the truth,  26) and they may come to their senses and escape from the snare of the devil, having been held captive by him to do his will.                         

6.  purified your souls. . .  HAGNIZO  pt. ra  mpn, to purify or cleanse from defilement. A believer who is obedient to the truth, purifies his soul God’s way, the grace way, through the use of Rebound and not his own way which would be by guilt or penance. 

7.  purified your souls . . .  PZUCHE  n. fpa,  breath, Lat. anima, especially as the sign of life, the life.

                                                                            THE DOCTRINE OF THE SOUL

1. In category homo sapien, the real person is located in the soul, Genesis 2:7. This means that the human body is a temporary residence for the soul. The human body’s purpose is to house the soul during life on this earth, and when the soul leaves, it is a permanent arrangement. The next body for it will be a resurrection body, 2 Cor. 5:1-4.  

2. Basically, the soul is made up of four characteristics:  (1) self consciousness, awareness of one’s own existence;  (2) mentality made up of two frontal lobes, the left is the mind  [perceptive lobe], and the right is the dominant lobe [heart];  (3) volition, the basis for resolving the angelic conflict;  (4) conscience, the evaluator of the soul. 

3. The Bible distinguishes between the soul and the spirit of mankind. For example, the original man was trichotomous, Genesis 2:7 - . . .   breathed into his nostrils the breath of lives [pl]. The human spirit is the immaterial part of man designed by God for fellowship and for the reception of doctrine. The human soul is the function of man, the real person. The unbeliever became dichotomous, 1 Cor. 2:14; Jude 19, incorrectly translated in both cases. However, when a person is born again, he becomes trichotomous, 1 Thess. 5:23.

5. Only the soul is made in the image of God. All “image of God” passages are dealing with the soul, Gen. 1:26,27 and Gen. 2:7, and it does not mean that we have His essence. 

6. Only the soul and not the body is saved at salvation, Psalm 19:7; 34:22; Mark 8:36,37; Hebrews 10:39; 1 Peter 1:9. The body is said to be a body of corruption; it is subject to physical death; it is subject to disintegration after physical death; it is not saved.

7. The soul must be saved because all of us are born spiritually dead, Romans 5:12.
8.  The soul lives on after physical death.  Matthew 10:28  -  28)  "Do not fear those who kill the body but are unable to kill the soul; but rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.  2 Corinthians 5:8  -  we are of good courage, I say, and prefer rather to be absent from the body and to be at home with the Lord.

9.  The soul becomes the battle ground for phase two in the angelic conflict, Psalm 143.
10.  The soul is the area of mental attitude sins, Zechariah 11:8; Job 21:25.
11.  Because of scar tissue the soul is the seat of misery, Psalm 6:3; 119:25,28,81.
12.  The soul is the area for capacity for love, 1 Samuel 18:1; 1 Peter 1:22.
See  SOUL  Overlay

LESSON  #45    (10-5-06)       
COMPARTMENTS OF THE HEART:

Frame of Reference retains basic doctrines as a system for building doctrine on doctrine. We start with the simple ones and advance to the complex.
Memory Center is where the doctrine we believe is filed away for longterm memory. 

Technical Vocabulary  needs to be developed before we can advance in any area. 

Norms and Standards everyone has, but doctrine changes our norms and standards to line up with the Word of God.
THE HEART HAS:

Mentality  is mental power, capacity, intelligence, or mode of thought.
Conscience  is the evaluator of our norms and standards.   

Rom. 2:15  -  in that they  [Gentiles]  show the work of the Law written in their hearts [N & S], their conscience bearing witness and their thoughts alternately accusing or else defending them,  
Self-Consciousness  is awareness of self.    
 
Volition  is the ability and responsibility of making choices and decisions.
Viewpoint  is a combination of what you have in your frame of reference, memory center, and  norms and standards that determines what you think about everything. 

LESSON  #46    (10-10-06)
Emotion  is the physiological response to what is in the soul, not part of the soul, but interacts with it.      

Cannot think

Responds to thinking in the heart or to MAS

God tests the emotions

Words for emotion: 

KILJAH Heb.,  NEPHROS Gk., Reins  [kidneys], 

SPLAGCHNON  [intestines],  

KOILLIA  [belly]
 

EMOTIONS:
1. Emotions are a two-edged sword.  They can lift us to the heights or they can plunge us to the depths.

2. Emotion is not a part of man's soul but is the result of its function.  Emotion, like the sin nature, is not a part of the human soul.

3. Emotion is defined as a complex, biological, physiological process, or function of somatic expression or feeling.

4. Emotion can be normal or abnormal. The purpose of normal emotion is to respond to various things in our souls by way of norms and standards.

5. Abnormal emotion occurs when mentality is shut down and volition chooses to allow emotional dominance of the soul. This occurs because we all our emotions to respond to our OSNs. 

6. Good emotions reflect thoughts of appreciation, encouragement, pleasure, sympathy, compassion, and such. Bad emotions reveal aspects of the our sinful natures like fear, anger, hatred, rebellion, guilt, jealousy, envy, and various lust patterns. 

7.  Emotion is a system of response and feeling that does not contain the following:

(a)  Emotion does not contain thought.
(b)  Emotion does not contain the ability to reason.

(c)  Emotion does not contain common sense.

(d)  Emotion does not contain vocabulary as a tool for mental function.

(e)  Emotion has no doctrinal content.

8. Worry, anxiety, and guilt come from fear and are manifestation of it.  Fear is the lack of thinking under pressure.  Fear is the believer's failure to apply doctrine to his daily inconsequential problems, to suffering, to disaster, and to failure.

9. Emotion is neither the criterion for the spiritual life nor the reality of the spiritual life.  You are not saved because you feel saved, and you are not spiritual because you feel spiritual.

LESSON  #47    (10-12-06)
10. Neurological research isolates the source of emotion in both animals and humans in the limbic system of the brain.

11. Man has emotion in the body originating in the limbic system of the brain.  It does not originate in the cerebral cortex.  Consequently, emotion is not a part of the soul but is in fact, sub-human, originating in the midbrain.

10. The human brain is made up of three separate but connected parts: (1) the reptilian that includes the midbrain, (2) the old-mammalian that includes the limbic system and (3) the new-mammalian that includes the cerebral cortex.

11. Reptiles have only the reptilian part; animals have only the reptilian and old mammalian parts, and human brains have all three, the limbic being unique to them. There is no question that both humans and animals have emotion, but a distinction must be made between the two.

12. We will refer to the emotional life of the animal as “instinct” because it is close to some emotional concepts expressed by humans.  Instinct may be defined as follows by:

“Emotion and Motivation.”  Chap. 1 in A National Investment.  (Bethesda: NationalInstitute of Mental Health, 1995), 

Researchers have found that during early development, the emotional repertoire of humans grows steadily richer and more varied. Newborns enter the world with a small array of emotional expressions, including surprise, distress, and pleasure/joy.  By 4 months of age, anger, too, is clearly visible if the infant's movement is restrained.  New expressions of emotion, such as fear and shyness, appear after 6 months of age.  Later, more complex emotional experiences, such as empathy, guilt, embarrassment, shame, and pride, enrich the world of feelings as the child gains greater awareness of social standards and develops a more sophisticated self-concept.

13.  The content of memory is what constitutes the belief system of the individual.  What is recalled under certain stimuli reveals the inner self.  The brain of a reptile is rudimentary and only enables the beast to search for food, establish a territory, mate, and fight or flee.  The animal brain adds to this a limbic system and a rudimentary cerebral cortex. Their function is emotional but can be trained to perform certain tasks.  The human brain adds to these a cerebral cortex that provides capacity for rational thought, problem-solving, memorization of information, development of language skills, and formation of a culture.

CONCLUSION:

Failure to utilize the assets of the cerebral cortex causes the human to revert to a state of dependency upon the limbic system, and he begins to imitate the animal when he chooses to function under the emotional complex of sins.

LESSON  #48    (10-17-06)

Short & Long Term Memory:
Summary::  Information that is useful for only a few seconds is retained very briefly in short-term memory and then discharged.  However, the information considered of value for future reference can be retained in long-term memory. The catalyst for storing data in long-term memory is human volition.  A positive response to information centralized in the association cortex initiates an electrochemical sequence that creates a permanent neural pathway called a memory trace or, more precisely, an engram.

1)
Since long-term memories cannot be forgotten, it follows that under the proper stimulus, it may be recalled into working memory.

2)
This process reaches maximum efficiency under the recall ministry of the Holy Spirit.

John 14:26 -
“But the Helper [ Paraklhtoj: a title used in a court of justice to denote a legal assistant or counselor ], the Holy Spirit, Whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you.”


[END OF DOCTRINE OF THE  SOUL  and   EMOTIONS]

LESSON  #49   (10-19-06)
EMOTIONS  AND  THE  CHURCH

God gave us emotions to enjoy and emotion in its rightful place is wonderful. Emotion is an appropriate response when one comes to understand a principle, a doctrine, or their applications.  But no one can learn through emotion for emotion is something that emanates from the limbic system and contains no thought.  Emotion can only respond or react to thought.  

Every pastor must decide whether he will appeal to the mind or to emotions. Appealing to emotions guarantees growth in numbers.  Appealing to the mind guarantees growth in the spiritual life. 

The following notes are from:     

Pastor Joe Griffin, Series called Clanking Chains  02 - 402
“It might be mentioned that some system of biblical analysis is taught in all seminaries.  Today the various denominations have their own theological approaches but they all teach a system of some sort.  Unfortunately, there is little or no stress on requiring the original languages and if these are taught most graduates do not employ this knowledge in the development of their sermons.  This is in fact the tragic flaw of denominationalism since attracting a lot of customers is more important than teaching the few who are serious students of the Word of God.

Even though many mainline pastors have been taught some system of theology to a certain degree of proficiency they will not utilize these methods in their churches.  And the major reason?  Because it is BORING!  And The People don't like it.  They want their emotions stimulated.

So up on the rostrum are brass bands, choirs, and soloists, people giving testimonials, and everyone singing hymns, hymns, and more hymns all going on in a Disneyland environment.  I think these are called "performance" churches in the current parlance.  Everyone gets their blood up and they all have a grand time but I get the same response when I put on a Bluegrass CD.  It's a lot of fun for me but there's no spiritual growth going on.

What these churches do is their business but my job is to teach the Bible, warn against blind emotionalism, and sharpen the differences between serious Bible study and using church as a social club in which to be entertained.  Some respond to our approach and these are the ones that God intends for me to teach.  For those who don't like it there are thousands of places for them to go.  

However, in my opinion they cannot advance to spiritual maturity as quickly under a system which doesn't stress the ICE method of teaching.  Other less involved approaches to the Scripture do pick up a few principles and offer the people an axiom or two but such a superficial approach provides no real understanding of context, divine intent, or means of application.  God took a great deal of time--over a millennium--to assemble His Word for our benefit and it should be studied seriously.

This is not being judgmental.  It is a factual analysis of what is true.  I'm not saying one can't grow in grace in these churches.  They can if the Bible is being taught accurately—once the pastor gets his twenty minutes to teach.  I'm just saying that one's growth will be stunted.  And if what is being taught is flawed due to ignorance of Scripture then The People perish for there can be no growth.

Those who are simply not interested in an in-depth study of the Bible are into passive negative volition to the truth.  They want the accouterments of having “fellowship with Christians” in the non-threatening environment of a church but without the prerequisite of having “fellowship with God” under the discipline of His Word.  Such individuals are drawn to churches where the hard work of spiritual growth is replaced by a less-demanding involvement in "Christian fellowship," "church programs," and debating the question, "What would Jesus do?"  Jesus' intercessory prayer to the Father at Gethsemane provides the answer as to what He would have us do:

John 17:17 -
"Sanctify them [set believers apart for special service] by means of Your truth.  Your word is truth."

The Lord's prayer for us was for our experiential sanctification which can only be achieved through spiritual growth.  It is by means of our willingness to learn the treasures of wisdom and knowledge contained in Scripture that enables us to perform special service for God in the Invisible War.  We are privileged to be in training to become front-rankers in that conflict.

[END OF DOCTRINE OF THE SOUL]


LESSON  #50    (10-24-06)















6  for a sincere love of the brethren.  ANUPOkRITOS  s)   adj.  fsa, six occurrences,  translated as “unfeigned” four times, “without dissimulation” once, and “without hypocrisy” once;  unfeigned, undisguised, sincere. The brethren were able to have a sincere love for the other believers because they had obeyed the Word and purified their hearts.  

7.  for a sincere love of the brethren.  PHILADELPHIA  n. fsa, brotherly love. People who are born again believers and who are positive towards God and His Word have an esprit de corps, a bond, that is stronger than even biological family ties.

8.  fervently love one another from the heart,   EKTENOS   s)  adv., fervently, earnestly, intensely; from a verb that means to “stretch out the hand”; thus it means to be stretched out, earnest, resolute, tense.

      Love,  AGAPAO  v. aam,  2p, to show or prove one’s love, long for, desire, place first in one’s affections.  This refers to unconditional or impersonal love.   

John 13:34-35   -  “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one another. 35)     “By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

John 15:17  -  “This I command you, that you love one another.
Rom. 12:9-10  -  Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil; cling to what is good.  10) Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; give preference to one another in honor; 

II Cor. 6:4 & 6   -  but in everything. . . , in knowledge, in patience, in kindness, in the Holy Spirit, in genuine love, 

Phil. 1:9   -  And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in real knowledge and all discernment,

I Thes. 3:12   -  and may the Lord cause you to increase and abound in love for one another, and for all people, just as we also do for you;

I Thes. 4:9  -   Now as to the love of the brethren, you have no need for anyone to write to you, for you yourselves are taught by God to love one another

II Thes. 1:3   -  We ought always to give thanks to God for you, brethren, as is only fitting, because your faith is greatly enlarged, and the love of each one of you toward one another grows ever greater; 

Heb. 6:10  -  For God is not unjust so as to forget your work and the love which you have shown toward His name, in having ministered and in still ministering to the saints.

Heb. 13:1  -   Let love of the brethren continue.

I Peter 2:17   -  Honor all people, love the brotherhood, fear God, honor the king. 
I Peter 3:8   -   To sum up, all of you be harmonious, sympathetic, brotherly, kindhearted, and humble in spirit; 

LESSON  #51    (10-26-06)
I Peter 4:8   -   Above all, keep fervent in your love for one another, because love covers a multitude of sins. 
II Peter 1:7  -  and in your godliness, brotherly kindness, and in your brotherly kindness, love.
I John 3:11  -  For this is the message which you have heard from the beginning, that we should love one another; 
I John 4:7 & 12  -  Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God. . . 12)  No one has seen God at any time; if we love one another, God abides in us, and His love is perfected in us. 

I John 4:20-21  -  20)  If someone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for the one who does not love his brother whom he has seen, cannot love God whom he has not seen.  21)   And this commandment we have from Him, that the one who loves God should love his brother also.

COVERING  SINS

I Peter 4:8   -  Above all, ﻿﻿keep fervent in your love for one another, because ﻿﻿love covers a multitude of sins. 

2821   kalyptō (καλύπτω) vb.; pres. act. inc. 3 per. sing. ≡ DBLHebr 4059; Str 2572; TDNT 3.536—1. LN 79.114 cover, keep secret, hide, conceal, Mt 10:26, Lk 8:16, 2 Co 4:3+, for another interp of 2Co 4:3, see prior Swanson, J. (1997). Dictionary of Biblical Languages with Semantic Domains : Greek (New Testament; electronic ed.). Oak Harbor: Logos Research Systems, Inc.

“Cover” so as not harshly to condemn or expose faults; but forbearingly to bear the other’s burdens, forgiving and forgetting past offenses. It is Not, as Rome teaches, “covering” his own sins; for then the Greek middle voice would be used.

This kind of strenuously maintained love [agape] is not blind but sees and accepts the faults of others.  Love covers sins, not in the sense of winning forgiveness for them, but in that our love for others keeps us from either broadcasting other’s faults, or being so angry with others that we refuse to accept or forgive them.

Prov. 10:12  -   Hatred stirs up strife, But ﻿﻿love covers all transgressions. 

I Cor. 13:4-7  -  Love ﻿﻿is patient, love is kind and ﻿﻿is not jealous; love does not brag and is not ﻿﻿arrogant, 5)  does not act unbecomingly; it ﻿﻿does not seek its own, is not provoked, ﻿﻿does not take into account a wrong suffered, 6)   ﻿﻿does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but ﻿﻿rejoices with the truth; 7)  ﻿﻿﻿﻿bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 
Prov. 17:9   -  He who ﻿﻿conceals a transgression seeks love, But he who repeats a matter ﻿﻿separates intimate friends. 
James 5:19  -  My brethren, ﻿﻿if any among you strays from ﻿﻿the truth and one turns him back,  20)  let him know that ﻿﻿he who turns a sinner from the error of his way will ﻿﻿save  [v, fai]  his soul from death and will ﻿﻿cover  [v. fai]  a multitude of sins. 

Love does not condone sin; for, if we love somebody, we will be grieved to see him sin and hurt himself and others. Rather, love covers sin in that love motivates us to hide the sin from others and not spread it abroad. Where there is hatred, there is malice; and malice causes a person to want to tear down the reputation of his enemy. This leads to gossip and slander, Prov. 11:13; 17:9; see 1 Peter 2:1.

Prov.11:13  -  He who goes about as a talebearer reveals secrets, But he who is trustworthy conceals a matter. 

1 Pet. 2:1  -  Therefore, putting aside all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slander, 

Genesis 9:18–27 gives us a beautiful illustration of this principle. Noah got drunk and shamefully uncovered himself. His son Ham saw his father’s shame and told the matter to the family. In loving concern, Ham’s two brothers covered their father and his shame. It should not be too difficult for us to cover the sins of others; after all, Jesus Christ died that our sins might be washed away. 

The Bible tells us to love our neighbors, and also to love our enemies; probably because they are generally the same people.

Those who love deeply never grow old; they may die of old age, but they die young.   —Ladies’ Home Journal

A Little Kinder
Let me be a little kinder.


Let me be a little meeker 

Let me be a little blinder 


With the brother that is weaker,

 

To the faults of those about me; 

Let me think more of my neighbor

Let me praise a little more. 


And a little less of me. 

Let me be when I am weary 


Let me be a little sweeter,

Just a little bit more cheery, 


Make my life a bit completer; 

Let me serve a little better 


Keep me faithful to my duty 

Those that I am striving for. 


Every minute of the day. 

Let me be a little braver 


Let me toil without complaining,

When temptation bids me waver; 

Not a humble task disdaining; 

Let me strive a little harder 


Let me face the summons calmly

To be all that I should be. 


When death beckons me away. 
          —Anonymous

Gen. Lee’s Good For Evil
This story was told of General Robert E. Lee: Hearing General Lee speak in the highest terms to President Davis about a certain officer, another officer, greatly astonished, said to him, “General, do you know that the man of whom you speak so highly to the President is one of your bitterest enemies, and misses no opportunity to malign you?”

“Yes,” replied General Lee, “but the President asked my opinion of him; he did not ask for his opinion of me.”    —Sunshine Magazine

What Is Success? 
Success is speaking words of praise 


It’s loyalty when duty calls;

In cheering other people’s ways, 

    
        It’s courage when disaster falls,

In doing just the best you can 



It’s patience when the hours are long;

With every task and every plan. 

    
        It’s found in laughter and in song.

It’s silence when your speech would hurt, 

It’s in the silent time of prayer,

Politeness when your neighbor’s curt. 
     
       In happiness and in despair.

It’s deafness when the scandal flows, 


In all of life and nothing less,

And sympathy with others’ woes. 

       
        We find the thing we call success.

                                                                                                                               —Anonymous
See IMPUTATIONS Overlay

LESSON  #52    (10-31-06)
1 Peter 1:23
1 Peter 1:23   -   for you have been born again not of seed which is perishable but imperishable, that is, through the living and abiding word of God.

1.  for you have been born again  is only one word in the Greek,  ANAGENNAO  (pt. rp mpn,  having been born again.  The perfect tense indicates that something occurred in the past with results continuing into the present.  The moment we believed in Jesus Christ, we were saved, “born again,” with the result that we remain saved forever.  

2. Our Lord told Nicodemus that he must be born again, physical birth was not enough, John 3:3.  Like Nicodemus, many people do not know what this means. It means that you must be born again spiritually before you can enter the kingdom of God.

3.  Then He told Nicodemus how one is be born again.

John 3:5   -  Jesus answered, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.   What is the word water  referring to?   Hint, it  DOES  NOT refer to water baptism. The answer is found in the following verse:


Ephesians 5:26   -  that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word . . .

Romans 10:17  -  So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.

4.  One also must be born of the Spirit.


Titus 3:5  -   He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit . . .


Colossians 2:13  -   And when you were dead in your transgressions and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He made you alive together with Him, having forgiven us all our transgression . . .


Ephesians 2:4-5  -  But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us,  5 even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved) . . .

5.  One must be born again before he can obey the truth, purify himself, or love the brethren.
6.  It is interesting that the Greek word spora  is used rather than the Greek word for physical seed, sperma.. That which comes from physical seed dies and decays, but that which comes from God is everlasting.

7.  This is actually an eternal security verse.  The Greek word for imperishable here is the same Greek word used in verse four describing the inheritance of believers.  

8.  We are born again through the living and abiding Word of God.  No one can be saved apart from hearing or reading the good news of the Word of God.

Hebrews 4:12  -  For the word of God is quick  [alive],  and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.

Jeremiah 23:29  - "Is not My word like fire?" declares the LORD, "and like a hammer which shatters a rock?”

Romans 1:16   -  For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes,

1 Thessalonians 2:13   -  And for this reason, we also constantly thank God that when you received from us the word of God's message, you accepted it not as the word of men, but for what it really is, the word of God, which also performs its work in you who believe.

Ephesians 6:17   -  And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.

John 6:63  -   It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing; the words that I have spoken to you are spirit and are life.

Isaiah 55:11   -  So shall My word be which goes forth from My mouth; It shall not return to Me empty, without accomplishing what I desire, and without succeeding in the matter for which I sent it.

LESSON  #53    (11-2-06)
1 Peter 1:24-25
1 Peter 1:24-25   -  For, "All flesh is like grass, and all its glory like the flower of grass. The grass withers, and the flower falls off,  25) But the word of the Lord abides forever." And this is the word which was preached to you.


Psalm 119:89  -  Forever, O LORD, Thy word is settled in heaven.


Isaiah 40:8   -  The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God stands forever.


Matthew 5:18  -  "For truly I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest letter or stroke shall pass away from the Law, until all is accomplished.


Matthew 24:35   -  Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words shall not pass away.

Luke 16:17   -   "But it is easier for heaven and earth to pass away than for one stroke of a letter of the Law to fail.”


Psalm 119:152  -  Of old I have known from Thy testimonies, that Thou hast founded them forever.


Psalm 119:160  - The sum of Thy word is truth, and every one of Thy righteous ordinances is everlasting.

If you really want to know who your friends are, just make a mistake. 


—The Bible Friend











