I PETER 2 : 1 - 8
LESSON  #53 continued   (11-2-06)
1 Peter 2:1

1 Peter 2:1-3  -   Therefore, putting aside all malice and all guile and hypocrisy and envy and all slander,  2) like newborn babes, long for the pure milk of the word, that by it you may grow in respect to salvation,  3) if you have tasted the kindness of the Lord.

1. Therefore  links this verse with all that was presented in chapter one.  Therefore, considering all that has been said so far . . .  

2.     putting aside   APOTITHEMI   part. am nmp,  often used for the removal of soiled garments or things that are no longer presentable.  The middle voice indicates that volition of the believer is involved in accomplishing this. In other words, this is not going to happen unless there is your:

1) Recognition that a sin problem exists

2) Identification of what your sin problem is

3) Acknowledgement to God that you are responsible for the sin 

4) Concentration on the doctrine that neutralizes that sin

5) Application of that doctrine to your circumstances
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THE FOLLOWING IS AN EXCERPT FROM THE “MAD” SERIES

MECHANICS OF APPLYING DOCTRINE  page2-3
The ability to avoid Mental Attitude Sins comes from self-discipline in focusing on applying the Bible doctrines we know.   There is a pertinent doctrine to neutralize every MAS.

a. Doctrine in the soul is the raw material that the Holy Spirit uses to manufacture the fruit of the Spirit:  love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.

b. Souls minus doctrine will surly reap a bitter harvest because there is no doctrine to neutralize the harmful effects of MAS. Rebound
alone will not bring an end to chain sinning.   There must be doctrine circulating in the stream of consciousness to focus on or else your focus will fall right back into the old wheel ruts of MAS.  Volition is issue.  1) at salvation  2)  in learning doctrine  3)  in focusing on doctrine when tempted.

1) At salvation, the issue is, what think ye of Christ?

2) The next issue is growing to spiritual maturity by learning doctrine.   This is where the majority of believers fail.

3) For believers who learn doctrine, the issue is, will they choose to apply doctrine or will they choose to yield to the temptation to sin?

LESSON  #54   (11-7-06)  

Reading From Mike Gendron’s PROCLAIMING THE GOSPEL:
http://www.pro-gospel.org/newsletters.php 

HARD QUESTIONS TO ASK GOOD CATHOLICS

One of the most effective ways to communicate the Gospel of Jesus Christ is to ask questions. This method is highly effective because it is biblical! It also shows people that you care for them. Usually people don't care how much you know until they know how much you care. The Lord Jesus had some hard questions for good Jews. He asked questions, not only to make His Gospel known, but also to expose the errors of religious leaders.

Jesus challenged Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews, about his knowledge of the Kingdom of God: "Are you the teacher of Israel and do not understand these things?" (John 3:10). He asked the stubborn-hearted Pharisees who were blinded by religious tradition: "If I speak the truth, why do you not believe me?" (John 8:46). Then He exposed how corrupt their religion had become with this hard question: "Why do you break the command of God for the sake of your tradition?" (Mat. 15:3). Possibly the most important question the Son of God ever asked was addressed to Peter: "Who do you say that I am?" (Mat. 16:15). The response to this question carries eternal consequences because Jesus warned: "if you do not believe that I am [the one I claim to be], you will indeed die in your sins" (John 8:24). These questions must be answered correctly, not only by those lost in religion, but by everyone else. Following are some hard questions to ask good Catholics.

Where do you go to find the truth about life's most critical issues?
There is only one source that will never mislead you, never deceive you or try to control you. It is Christ and His Word (John 14:6; 17:17). Jesus said: "If you abide in My word ... you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free" (John 8:31-32). Free from what? Free from the bondage of religious deception. Knowledge of the truth is necessary to escape from the snare of the devil who holds people captive to do his will (2 Tim. 2:25-26). Satan uses deceitful workers who disguise themselves as apostles of Christ to blind people from the truth (2 Cor. 11:13-15). Knowing this, Rome defiantly declares its Bishops to be successors of the "apostles of Christ." According to the Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC), "whoever listens to them is listening to Christ" (CCC, para. 862). We must tell Catholics their bishops fail the test for apostles given in Acts 1:21-26. There have been only two successors of the apostles - Matthias was chosen by the apostles and Paul was chosen by Christ (Acts 9:1-19).

God warns us: "Do not trust in princes, in mortal man, in whom there is no salvation" (Psalm 146:3). Why the warning? Because "savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock; and from among your own selves men will arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after them" (Acts 20:29-30). In light of these warnings, the most critical question is this: Will you trust Christ and His Word or man and his religious traditions.

Did you know there is only one way to be saved?
God's Gospel is by grace through faith in one person (Eph. 2:8-9). The gift of eternal life is given freely to those who trust the eternal God. incarnate - Jesus Christ - His virgin birth, His perfect life, His atoning death and His glorious resurrection (1 Cor. 15:1-4). The Lord Jesus is sufficient to save sinners completely and forever. Diametrically opposed to God's Gospel is The Catholic gospel which offers salvation through its sacraments. The Catholic priest replaces the sovereign work of God by administering baptism which "not only purifies from all sins, but also makes the neophyte a new creature, an adopted son of God who has become a partaker of the divine nature, a member of Christ and co-heir with Him and a temple of the Holy Spirit" (CCC,1257,1265). Most baptisms are administered to new born babes who have no capacity to put their faith in anything.

Did you know those who distort the Gospel are condemned? 
This includes apostles, priests, popes, pastors or angels (apparitions of Mary) from heaven. The apostle Paul warned: "there are some who ... want to distort the gospel of Christ. But even though we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary to that which we have preached to you, let him be accursed (Gal. 1:7-8). Catholics need to be warned that their clergy is under divine condemnation for adding works and sacraments to God's Gospel (CCC, 1129).

Did you know that Jesus put an end to the ordained priesthood? 
God's Word reveals that the veil of the temple that separated the Holy of Holies from sinful man was tom open by God (Mat. 27:51). Man can now come directly to God through faith in the shed blood of the Savior (Rom. 3:2326). Priests are no longer needed to offer sacrifices for sin (Heb. 10:18). The only legitimate priesthood which remains on earth is the royal priesthood of all believers. They offer sacrifices of praise and thanksgiving for being called out of darkness into the marvelous light of the Son (1 Pet. 2:9).

Do you really believe Catholic priests have the power to call the Lord Jesus down from heaven every day? 
According to Roman Catholic priest John O'Brien in his book Faith of Millions, "The priest ... reaches up into the heavens, brings Christ down from His throne, and places Him upon our altar to be offered up again as the Victim for the sins of man... Christ, the eternal and omnipotent God, bows his head in humble obedience to the priest's command." Over 200,000 times each day, priests throughout the world believe they re-present Jesus on their altars as an offering for sins of the living and the dead (CCC, 1371-1374). Again Catholics ignore God's Word which declares that Jesus "having been offered once to bear the sins of many, shall appear a second time for salvation not to bear sin" (Hebrews 9:28). The Bible also tells us how and when Jesus will appear. He will return the same way he left, immediately after the tribulation with power and great glory (Mat. 24:27-30; Acts 1:11). By the authority of God's Word we must conclude that the Eucharist is a false Christ.

Why do Catholic priests continue to offer Jesus as a sacrificial victim when He said "It is finished" (John 19:30)? 
God's Word says: Jesus appeared once and offered Himself once to bear sins. His offering is not to be done again (Heb. 9:25-28). When Jesus "offered one sacrifice for sins for all time, [He] sat down at the right hand of God" (Heb. 10:12). Disregarding the infallible Word of God, Catholicism teaches: "the sacrifice of Christ and the sacrifice of the Eucharist are one single sacrifice. The victim is one and the same. In this divine sacrifice, the same Christ who offered himself once ... is contained and offered in an unbloody manner" (1367).

Did you know Jesus has already obtained redemption for believers?
Catholicism denies this by teaching: "The work of our redemption is carried on" every time the Eucharist is celebrated (CCC, 1405) God's Word declares: "He [Jesus] entered the holy place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption" (Heb. 9:12). "In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace" (Eph. 1:7).

Why do you call Jesus the Savior when you have to save yourself?
Catholicism teaches the sinner must "make satisfaction for" or "expiate" his sins. This satisfaction is also called "penance." (1459; "In this way they attained their own salvation and cooperated in saving their brothers" (1477). God's Word proclaims "There is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven given among men, b; which we must be saved" (Acts 4:12).

Why do you believe a place caller Purgatory can purify your sins?
God's Word says "when He [Jesus] had made purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high (Hebrews 1:3). "He gave Himself for us to... purify for Himself a people for His own possession" (Titus 2:14). "The blood of Jesus... cleanses us from all sin" (1 John 1:7). These verses destroy the myth of Purgatory. Yet the Vatican continues to deceive Catholics by teaching they "must undergo purification [in Purgatory] to achieve the holiness necessary to enter the joy of heaven" (CCC, 1030).

Why do you pray to Mary?
Nowhere in the Bible do we see believers praying to anyone except God. Jesus taught us how to pray in the Sermon on the Mount. He instructed us to pray to the Father and not to use meaningless repetition (Mat. 6:713). Yet Catholics are taught to pray the rosary which is made up of over 50 repetitious prayers to Mary.

Why aren't these Catholic traditions found in the 1st century Church?
· Priests offering sacrifices for sins 

· Indulgences remitting sin's punishment 

· Church leaders forbidden to marry 

· Infallible men 

Did you Know that whenever you believe a doctrine, you must also for sake that which opposes it?
Scripture reveals that Jesus saves... 

· by faith in Him, not baptism + His grace, not our merit 

· by His finished work, not our works + by His righteousness, not ours 

· by His one offering for sin, not the Mass + by His blood, not purgatory + by His obedience, not ours 

· by His Gospel, not our perversion of it 

Which Jesus will you trust?
The Jesus of the Bible promises eternal life, the complete forgiveness of sins, a permanent right standing with God and the power to live a victorious life. The Catholic Jesus is a Jesus that was never preached by the Apostles (2 Cor. 11:4). This counterfeit Christ provides only conditional life, partial forgiveness of sins, an ongoing need for priests and mediators, uncertainty, fear and doubt. Those who reject the true Jesus, who is clearly and conclusively revealed in His Word, will be judged accordingly. The Lord Jesus Christ said, "The word I spoke is what will judge him at the last day" (John 12:48).


Continuing with the MAD SERIES notes:      
Doctrine identifies MAS in the soul, then prescribes the solution which is Rebound, and then focus is directed to the pertinent doctrine to neutralize the MAS.  Even when the believer is aware of the MAS, Rebounds, and identifies the neutralizing doctrine, he can still choose to yield to the temptation rather than apply the doctrine.


Why would this happen?  Emotions.  Emotions can undermine the effort of a believer who wants to apply doctrine.  They can  exert great pressure on us, but they cannot destroy our volition.  We still have the ability to control our emotions and concentrate on doctrine.  

a.   Sometimes this is accomplish only by asking God the Father to help us resist temptation and to keep our emotions in check   I John 5:14-15, John 14:13 .

b.  This does not mean that we must be stoic, lacking animation, enthusiasm, and excitement.  It  means that rational thinking continues, uninterrupted by emotions that  seek to take over our soul in stressful situations.           

1) II Corinthians 6:12 -  You  [carnal believers]  are not restrained  [from reaching spiritual maturity]  by us  [those who taught doctrine],  but you are restrained by your own affections  [emotions].

2) 
God tests our emotions to see if we are in control of them, or if they are in control  of us.  
Psa. 7:9 - "For the righteous God tests the hearts  [right lobes]  and the emotions  [reins]."

3)  God did not design us to be subject to our emotions but for our emotions to be subordinate to us, to our will.

4)  True love is based on what one thinks, not on what one feels.

You will either concentrate on the problem or you will concentrate on the solution.  You  cannot concentrate on both at the same time.   

a. The problem is sin.  Most believers think that unwanted circumstances are the problem, but those are really nothing more than opportunities to apply doctrine.

b.  The solution is doctrine.   It is not the removal of the cause of the trouble that solves the problem because that is not  what it’s all about.  The issue is what you think in times of trouble, not the trouble itself, that is important.

c.  Understanding this, and remembering it in times of adversity, helps us to  put things in the proper perspective and to avoid focusing on the wrong thing 

Psa. 57:   Now in verses 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11 is David’s tremendous confidence.  “My heart is steadfast, O God, my heart is steadfast.”  What did he say in verse 6, “my soul is bowed down,” but “my heart is steadfast.”  There’s a difference. You can be depressed and still believe. You can still believe God’s promises; it may not always work out to put a smile on your face, but deep down, at your deepest level, even though it hurts up in the upper levels, at the deep levels, the foundation levels, you’re not really disturbed, your feet are on the ground.  It smarts and stings a little bit up here, but down in the depths of your KARDIA, your feet are solemnly planted. We’ve all been in that situation where he was.


LESSON  #55   (11-9-06)      
NOW BACK TO 

1 Peter 2:1   
There are five characteristics given here that we are to put off.  First of all, notice the order.  We have four mental attitude sins and then one sin of the tongue mentioned. This tells us that MAS precede sins of the tongue and overt sins.  Also these sins must be put away before one can take in the pure milk of the word.

all malice  is a desire to injure someone, to hate, have spite, be petty, or have antagonism. It means to derive pleasure from the misfortune and the discomfort of others toward whom you are antagonistic.  Every time the word “malice” is used in the Bible, it is used in a list with other sins which means that this is not an isolated sin.

all guile   means fraud, deceit or duplicity. To be dishonest, to pretend to feel one way but act another.  A person operates under the emotional revolt of the soul when there is guile, duplicity, or deceit in his life.  

hypocrisy   HUPOKRIASIS  (s).  This is a compound word HUPO, meaning under, and KRIASIS comes from the word KRINO which means to speak. To speak from under a mask. It was used of the actor in the ancient world. This is a phony facade to cover the real malice and guile underneath. Hypocrisy emphasizes one’s own overt behavior pattern with total lack of concern regarding his inner life.


envy   means jealousy, and every time you have a list of sins including mental attitude sins, this is always prominent because it is very common and very dangerous. Jealousy is total disorientation to the grace of God. Jealousy in unbelievers is disorientation to life. Jealousy has, as a background, true or pseudo inadequacy. It is always the button that starts an emotional revolt of the soul.

slander  is evil speech, defamation, slander. The English word connotes something said that is false, or untrue, however the Greek word does not include the “untrue” dimension to it.  If MAS are not dealt with, they will lead to slander, gossip, and maligning.  The damaging effects of the tongue cannot be overstated,  James 3:6-8,  Psalms 57:2-4.                                                                                      
like newborn babes, long for   EPIPOTHEO  v. aam 2p, to earnestly desire, long for, yearn, crave.  Isn’t it interesting that we are commanded to desire the spiritual milk of the Word?  It is our responsibility as believers to make every effort to supply newborn believers with the spiritual information they need in order to grow.

the pure milk of the word;  Humans as well as animals are normally hungry when they are born and can’t live without nourishment from mother’s milk.  A parallel is set up in this verse, the physical compared to the spiritual. Physical growth begins with physical birth; spiritual growth begins with spiritual birth and in both cases, nourishment is desperately needed. 

1 Pet. 2:2, Logikón Gála, literally “logical milk,” cannot possibly mean “reasonable milk.” Milk, if taken literally, cannot be reasonable. Lógos, from which logikós is derived, means God’s reason or intelligence expressed in human speech, John 1:1, 14.  Understanding lógos as the Word of God, logikón gála then becomes the milk of the Word, milk to be found in the Word. The Word of God is spiritual nourishment as milk is physical nourishment.     
Zodhiates, S. (2000, c1992, c1993). The complete word study dictionary : New Testament (electronic ed.) (G3050). Chattanooga, TN: AMG Publishers.

that by it you may grow   AUXANOMAI  v. aps 2p. This is a deponent verb meaning that it is passive in form but active in meaning.  That  hina, introduces a purpose clause. The subjunctive mood means that it is up to our volition whether we obey the command to  long for  spiritual nourishment or not.  

in respect to salvation  SOTERIA  n. asf, safety, deliverance, preservation from danger or destruction.  Does this mean that if we don’t grow spiritually, we are not saved, or that we are in danger of losing our salvation?   Does our salvation grow stronger the more that we grow spiritually?   The answer to that depends on what the meaning of “salvation” is in this verse.    

1)  Is our eternal salvation a “done deal” or does it become more secure the more we grow spiritually?  To answer that question we must first ask another question, “Who does our eternal salvation depend on, us or God?”  1Peter 1:5  -  who  [believers] are kept by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.

2) The point is, eternal salvation is not found in this verse.  Believers do not have to grow spiritually to be saved from hell, but they do need to grow to be saved or delivered from the dangers and consequences of living a life in spiritual ignorance. That is why this verse declares the importance of taking in the pure milk of the Word so that spiritual growth will occur.

LESSON  #56   (11-14-06)      
if you have tasted the kindness of the Lord;  the if  here sets up a first class conditional clause,  if and it is true.  These believers had tasted the kindness of the Lord.

1) So what does have tasted the kindness of the Lord mean?  Some allege that these were not really believers because they had only tasted of the kindness of salvation and not really experienced it.  They say they had a head belief and not a heart belief.

2) tasted   GEUOMAI  v. ami, the same Greek word that is used in Heb. 2:9   -  But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, now crowned with glory and honor because he suffered death, so that by the grace of God he might TASTE death for everyone.  Did Christ completely taste death by experiencing it to its fullest or did He just nibble at the edges?

3) All believers taste or experience the kindness of God when they receive the free gift of eternal salvation the moment they believe in Jesus Christ. The aorist tense indicates that it was a point in time that we were saved, the middle voice references our volition in the matter, and the indicative mood demonstrates that this was a reality.  

4) However, only the believers who grow in the Word taste the kindness of the Lord in the form of the super grace blessings mentioned in James 4:6.
5) Psalm 34:8   -  Taste and see that Jehovah is good: blessed is the man that trusteth in him! 
1 Peter 2:4-5

1 Peter 2:4-5   -  And coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected by men, but choice and precious in the sight of God,  5) you also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.

1. And coming to Him  PROSERCHOMAI  part. pm mpn,  to come, to draw near. This does not refer to the initial response of a sinner who comes to Christ for salvation. The participle’s tense and voice indicates that this coming is a personal, habitual approach to God after salvation.

2.    Him is Jesus Christ.  We keep on coming to Him as to a living stone.  In I Peter 1:3, Peter refers to a living hope and in 1:23,  to the living . . . Word;  then in 2:4,  Peter refers to Christ as the living Stone.
3.    
Christ as the living Stone

1. Christ is the Stone of salvation,  Exodus 17:1-7; Isaiah 28:16; 1 Corinthians 3:11; 1 Peter 2:4..


2. Christ is the Rock of judgment for the unbeliever,  Isaiah 8:14; 1 Peter 2:8..


3. Christ is also the Rock of provision for the believer, taught in the Hebrew,  Isaiah 26:3,4..


4. Christ is said to be the Stone of perfection,  Zechariah 3:9..


5. Christ is the foundation Stone for Israel,  Isaiah 28:16; Psalm 118:22..


6. Christ is also the foundation Stone for the Church,  Matthew 16:16; Ephesians 2:20-22..


7. Christ is the Rock stricken for our salvation, Exodus 17:6

8. Christ is the destroying Stone at the second advent,  Daniel 2:34,35.

4.   rejected by men, but choice and precious in the sight of God;   APODOKIMADZO  part. rp sma,  to reject, disapprove, or refuse. Accepting Christ has eternal ramifications, but so does rejecting Him. Jesus Christ is not only our Savior but also our role model. He recognized that being accepted by God usually means being rejected by men.  Believers are eternally accepted by God because of the cross, but we can be experimentally rejected by Him when we put ourselves or others before Him.  

LESSON  #57   (11-16-06)      
5.    Romans 15:7   -   Wherefore, accept one another, just as Christ also accepted us to the glory of God.


We did not earn or deserve the high honor of being accepted by Jesus Christ.  We are accepted only because of His work for us on the cross.  We are to love one another unconditionally which means that we do not have to earn acceptance from others.  We are to accept others on the basis of our honor and integrity, not theirs.

6.    you also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood.   We are like living stones because we are intimately and permanently united with Jesus Christ THE Living Stone.  

       are being built up -  OIKODOMEO  v. ppi 2p  to build, construct, erect.  The present passive tells us that the action of this verb is ongoing and the present tense means that we don’t build ourselves up.  How are we being built up?  God furnishes everything but the positive volition.  His Word,  the Holy Spirit as our mentor, a P-T, logistical grace, and the Grace System of Perception.

7.    What is  this spiritual house all about?  What do you suppose this is a reference to __________________________?

8.     1 Cor. 3:16 and Eph. 2:2.-221 will help you answer this question.  
9.    Sometimes we refer to this spiritual house as the ECS, the Edification Complex of the Soul.

10.  Believers not only make up the church but serve in it, ministering as a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices. All believers are priests and need no mediator other than Jesus Christ to approach God directly.

1 Peter 2:9  -  But you [church age believers] are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God's own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light;

Hebrews 4:16   -  Let us [church age believers] therefore draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and may find grace to help in time of need.

Revelation 1:6   -  and He has made us [church age believers] to be a kingdom, priests to His God and Father; to Him be the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen.

Revelation 5:10  -  "And Thou hast made them [;church age believers] to be a kingdom and priests to our God; and they [winner believers] will reign upon the earth."

Revelation 20:6   -  Blessed and holy is the one  [C.A. believer]  who has a part in the first resurrection; over these the second death has no power, but they  [winner believers]  will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with Him for a thousand years.

11.    Jesus Christ is a High Priest forever after the order of Melchizedek,  Hebrews 5:6,10; 6:20;7:17,21. Since every believer is in  union with Christ, each shares His priesthood.

12.    Every believer is in full time Christian service because every believer is a priest and an ambassadorship.  His full-time Christian service is what ever he does, his job, washing his car, washing the dishes, changing diapers, driving in traffic or whatever he does in life. He does his best because he is doing it for the Lord. This is done as unto the Lord when operating under the principles of God’s grace.  


Colossians 3:23-24  -  And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men;  24 Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance: for ye serve the Lord Christ.

13.     to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.  What are the spiritual sacrifices that we are to offer up to God?  

LESSON  #58   (11-21-06)      

  14.   to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.   What are the spiritual sacrifices that we are to offer up to God?  

Hebrews 13:7 - Remember [keep concentrating on what is taught by] those who led [had authority over]  you who spoke  [communicated]  the word of God to you: and consider  [keep on concentrating on]  the result of their  [pastors]  conduct  [KJV - the end of their conversation, the issue is the super-grace life] imitate their faith [object of faith, doctrine]..  
Note: Authority belongs to the pastor when he is teaching. Concentrate on the WORD! And remember! Until you can not forget! Inculcation of the word.

Hebrews 13:8  -  Jesus Christ the same yesterday [His incarnation], and to day [the Church Age], and for ever [Christ will always be in the Hypostatic Union].

Note: Jesus Christ's humanity is emphasizes. This verse is discussing His High Priest from the point of the incarnation. It also tells us that the Hypostatic Union will remain for all eternity.

Hebrews 13:9  -  Do not be [Stop being] carried away by varied and strange teachings; for it is good for the heart to be strengthened by grace, not by foods[reference to the taboos of the now defunct Levitical Priesthood], through which those who were thus occupied were not benefited [spiritually].

HEBREWS  13 : 10 – 19     Sacrifices of the Royal Priesthood    

How Believers are Stabilized By The Altar in our Souls, THE ECS

Hebrews 13:10   -  We [the Royal Priesthood] have an altar [in our souls], from which those [the Levitical Priesthood] who serve the tabernacle have no right to eat.

Note: In this dispensation, our 'altar' is the invisible Edification Complex of the Soul. In the last dispensation, the Jewish altar was a physical one. Again, this compares the New Priesthood with the defunct Levitical Priesthoods. The Levitical priests actually ate some of the animal sacrifices, today we 'eat' spiritual food.

Contrast of Sacrifices in Compared Priesthoods    

Levitical Priesthood
Hebrews 13:11   -  For the bodies of those animals whose blood [literal animal blood]  is brought into the holy place by the high priest as an offering for sin, are burned outside the camp [of bivouacked Israel].
Note: The blood of the goat and calf were sprinkled on the Mercy Seat. In many cases, the bodies of the animals were burned outside the Jewish encampment. This is a 'reference to'/ 'paraphrase of' Lev 16:27.
Royal Priesthood's Better Offering,  the 'Blood of Christ'
Hebrews 13:12   -  Therefore Jesus also, that He might sanctify the people through His own blood, suffered outside the gate  [of Jerusalem - physical death of Jesus on the Cross]. 
Hebrews 13:13   -  Hence, let us go out to Him  [Jesus]  outside the camp, bearing His reproach.
Note: This is the same idea as 'picking up the cross' and following Him. The Levitical altar was a picture of the cross. The animal's blood was a picture of the blood of Christ. The animal's carcass was taken outside of the camp and burned. Christ was taken outside of Jerusalem and crucified on the cross. Christ is our High Priest and we are a Nation of Priests in this new dispensation. Our altar is bible doctrine resident in our soul. We are encouraged to build a strong altar!
Hebrews 13:14   -  For here  [earthly Jerusalem]  we do not have a lasting city, but we are seeking the city  [the heavenly Jerusalem]  which is to come.  
Note: Jerusalem on earth at this time was heavy into religion and legalism that rejected Christ. the headquarters of the Church was moving outside of this city. This means to separate from religionism, legalism, and reversionism. this is a prophecy that the earthly city of Jerusalem has been captured by Satan and within 3 years, 70AD, the city would be destroyed.

LESSON  #59   (11-28-06)      
'Sacrifices' as Functions of the Royal Priesthood
Hebrews 13:15   -  Through Him then, let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of [our]  lips  [verbal worship from doctrine in the soul]  that give thanks to His name.
Hebrews 13:16  -  And do not neglect doing  [divine]  good and sharing; for with such sacrifices God is pleased.

Note: In the Royal Priesthood, our sacrifice is no longer an animal sacrifice. We have other 'sacrifices' in the analogy. If you are habitually positive toward doctrine, you build up an altar in your soul. And on this altar of metabolized doctrine, you offer up praise to the Lord! How? Our first 'sacrifice' is the rebound technique - and is the basis for the filling of the Holy Spirit. This is comparable to the trespass offering and the sin offering of the Levitical priesthood. Next, consistency of intake of doctrine - carrying the cross of Jesus. Next, separate from legalism, religion and reversionism. THEN, when you are prepared, you can offer up praise to the Lord and, by using divine viewpoint, produce divine good and become genuinely generous - in all ways - time, money, compassion, anything that brings glory to the Lord.
Hebrews 13:17   -  Obey your leaders, and submit to them; for they keep watch over your souls, as those who will give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with grief, for this would be unprofitable for you.

EXPANDED  TRANSLATION  -  Keep on obeying them  [your right pastor-teacher] who themselves have authority over you, and SUBMIT yourselves  [command] . . .for these same ones  [pastors] keep watching for the benefit of your souls [means they are awake while you sleep, studying] . . .as those having to render an account  [pastor's evaluation in phase III]. [Keep on obeying]  for the purpose that they may do It  [receive their evaluation from Christ] with joy/'inner happiness' and not with groaning for this  [evaluation with groaning]  is unprofitable or disasterous for you.

Note: You are a Royal Priest and are responsible for your own spiritual development. However, pastor-teachers also have a responsibility to faithfully teach the Word. In our evaluation in heaven, pastors will be evaluated and rewarded or not based on how faithful they were in time. If the pastor is a failure, he will be groaning during the evaluation, but for YOU, this is disastrous meaning loss of rewards in eternity!
STUDY OF  ROMANS 10:1-18
LESSON  #60   (11-30-06)        

Continuing  ROMANS 10:1-18

LESSON  #61   (12-12-06)        
Ashamed of or denying the Lord and what “Confessing With The Mouth” means, Mt.10:33, 26:75, Jn.12:42, 19:38, 7:13, II Tim 1:11.
1ST ADVENT

Psalm 118:22-23   -  The stone [Christ] which the builders [the Jews] rejected Has become the chief corner stone [ head of the church].  23 This [the cross, resurrection, & headship of Christ] is the LORD'S doing; It is marvelous in our eyes. 

 2nd ADVENT

 Psalm 118:24-26   -  This is the day which the LORD has made; Let us rejoice and be glad in it.  25) O LORD, do save [save now, yasha na  an xvay], we beseech Thee; O LORD, we beseech Thee, do send prosperity! 26 )  Blessed is the one who comes [2nd advent] in the name of the LORD; We have blessed you from the house [Mill. Temple] of the LORD.   
John 12:12-13   -  On the next day [Palm Sunday] the great multitude who had come to the feast, when they heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem,  13 took the branches [Isa. 11:1] of the palm trees, and went out to meet Him, and began to cry out, "Hosanna! [yasha na, 2nd advent] Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of Israel." 

Mark 11:7-10    -  And they brought the colt to Jesus and put their garments on it; and He sat upon it.  8) And many spread their garments in the road, and others spread leafy branches which they had cut from the fields.  9) And those who went before, and those who followed after, were crying out, "Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord;  10 Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David; Hosanna in the highest!" 

HOSANNA word study:   an יֵשׁ

yasha na 
save now

σαννά  

osanna        
save now

hosanna     
save now
Juvy      

yashuah
savior

Juvy

Joshua       
name 

Iησοuς   
Iesous        
Jesus
LESSON  #62   (12-14-06)        
Koran Used In Congressional Oath;  Our whole Christian culture is backed by the Bible.

Review I Peter 2:1-7, Three Types Of Sanctification (See overlay), &  Psa.118:22-26, The Builders Reject The Corner Stone
1 Peter 2:6

I Peter 2:6   -  For this is contained in Scripture: "Behold I lay in Zion a choice stone, a precious corner stone, And he who believes in Him shall not be disappointed."

1.  This is a quote from Isa. 28:16.   It is also quoted in Romans 9:33 & 10:11.   A cornerstone is the visible support on which the rest of the building relies for strength and stability. Believers trust in Christ much as a building rests on its cornerstone.
2.   he who believes,   HO PISTEUO  ’participle, pa nsm; is an substantival participle. It functions independently of other nouns, and the verbal idea is barely present. It could be translated, “the believing ones”.  The same word appears in John 3:16  -  . . . and whosoever believeth.  This, too, is a participle, pa nsm, and could be translated “all the believing ones”.
3.   shall not be disappointed,   KATAISCHUNO  v. aps 3s,  to be shamed, embarrassed, or disgraced;. KATA, according to,   ISCHUNO, shame.  Those who consistently trust in Christ and His Word will not be embarrassed where it really counts and that will be at the Judgment Seat of.Christ.

1 Peter 2:7-8

1 Peter 2:7-8   -  This precious value, then, is for you who believe. But for those who disbelieve, "The stone which the builders rejected, This became the very corner stone,"  8) and, "A stone of stumbling and a rock of offense"; for they stumble  [v. pai] because they are disobedient  [pt. pa]  to the word, and to this doom they were also appointed  [v. api].


The fact that believers will not be disappointed or put to shame at the Great White Throne (G.W.T.)  Judgment is indeed of “precious value” for believers who grow up spiritually because they wont be put to shame at the Judgment Seat of Christ  (J.S.C.).

LESSON  #63   (12-19-06)        
"The stone which the builders rejected, this became the very corner stone,"  Quote from Psalm 118:22-26.   This phrase is also quoted in Acts 4:11-12, and Mark 12:10.
Into which “they were appointed”  has to do with the doctrine of Divine Decrees. It was God’s will and God’s provision for everyone to be saved,  Romans 5:6; 2 Corinthians 5:14,15,19; 1 Timothy 2:6; 4:10; Titus 2:11; Hebrews 2:9; 2 Peter 2:1; 1 John 2:2.  
APPOINTED, TITHEMI: 


The following two words are not the same:
Appointed,  TITHEMI  v.api 3p, to put, to lay, to place, to deposit or set.  It is translated 83 times in the ESV into one of these words. It is translated only one time as destined as found in, I Peter 2:8.
Proorizo,  PROORIZO  to decree, determine or set apart from t he beginning or beforehand.

1.  This became the very corner stone,  In His first mention of the church, Jesus compared it to a building: “I will build My church;” 
Matt. 16:18 - “I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church; and the gates of Hades will not overpower it.
a.   Vs 5, believers are living stones in His building. Each time someone trusts Christ, another stone is quarried out of the pit of sin and cemented by grace into the building. It may look to us that the church on earth is a pile of rubble and ruins, but God sees the total structure as it grows, Eph. 2:19–22. What a privilege we have to be a part of His church, “an habitation of God through the Spirit.” 

b.   Peter wrote this letter to believers living in five different provinces, yet he said that they all belonged to one “spiritual house,”   II Peter 2:5.  When Solomon built his temple, his workmen followed the plans so carefully that everything fit together on the construction site, 1 Kings 6:7  . If all of us would follow God’s blueprints given in His Word, we would be able to work together without discord and build His church for His glory. 
2.    A stone of stumbling is the translation of lithos (λιθος), “a loose stone in the path,” and proskommatos (προσκομματος) means “to cut against,” so that altogether, it means “an obstacle against which one strikes.”   ”Rock of offence” is PETRA (πετρα), “a ledge rising out of the ground,” and skandalou, “a trap set to trip one.” Our word “scandal” comes from the latter word. These who are disobedient, the literal Greek has it non-persuadable, are appointed to stumble at the Word, which is the penalty for refusal to believe it. “By faith we understand,” Heb. 11:3, is the God-ordained way. Thus, unbelievers find the Living Stone, which is precious to believers, an obstacle against which they strike, and a scandal, that which offends them. Wuest, K. S. (1997, c1984). Wuest's word studies from the Greek New Testament : For the English reader (1 Pe 2:8). Grand Rapids: Eerdmans.

a.   The real cause of this Jewish stumbling was their refusal to submit to the Word, 1 Peter 2:8  -  Had they believed and obeyed the Word, they would have received their Messiah and been saved.  They would have been saved not only individually but also collectively as a nation.

b.    Matt. 21:44     “And he who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; but on whomever it falls, it will scatter him like dust.” Jesus Christ is the Corner Stone for believers to build on but He is a Stone on which unbelievers stumble over and a Stone which will also fall upon them.

3.     they are disobedient,  apeitheo,  pt. pa, to the word  

The Greek-English Dictionary of the New Testament: apeitheō  disobey; be an unbeliever
Analytical Lexicon of the Greek New Testament: apeitheō  (1) in relation to God disobey, to be disobedient, Rom. 11:30; (2) of the most severe form of disobedience, in relation to the gospel message, to disbelieve, refuse to believe, be an unbeliever, Acts 14:2.  But the Jews who disbelieved stirred up the minds of the Gentiles . . .
The Complete Word Study Dictionary of the New Testament  apeitheō  disobedient. Not to allow oneself to be persuaded or believe, to disbelieve, be disobedient. (I) Spoken of disbelievers in Christ, Acts 14:2; 17:5; 19:9; Rom. 15:31; 1 Pet. 2:8;  In Heb. 11:31 hoi apeithé̄santes, those who did disobey, unbelievers, heathen. See Sept.: Is. 66:14.

Paul said “believe [imperative mood] on the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved  . . .” (Acts 16:31)
I John 3:23   -  This is His commandment, that we believe in the name of His Son Jesus Christ . . .

II Thes. 1:8  -   dealing out retribution to those who do not know God and to those [unbelievers] who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.

Unbelievers do not obey the gospel.  I Peter 4:17  -  For it is time for judgment to begin with the household of God; and if it begins with us first, what will be the outcome for those who do not obey  [apeitheo] the gospel of God? 
“Not obeying the gospel” and “not obeying (or disobeying) the word” mean the same thing, “not believing the gospel”.
LESSON  #64   (12-21-06)        
they were appointed (continued)
Note that God does not ordain nor appoint  them to sin, but they are given up to “the fruit of their own ways” according to the eternal counsel of God. The moral ordering of the world is altogether of God.  God appoints the ungodly to be given up unto sin, to their volitional reprobate mind and its necessary penalty. 

Were appointed, Greek  TITHEMI, appointed, set, lay, put, as in  1 Peter 2:6.  God, in the active voice, is said to appoint Christ and the elect directly. Unbelievers are not elected to sin nor to reject Christ.  However, they are appointed to stumble when they reject Christ, the Corner Stone and His Word. The lost shall lay all the blame for their ruin on their rejection of Christ, not on God’s decree; the saved shall ascribe all the merit of their salvation to God’s love and grace, not to their works.

1 Pet 2:8





 





disobey the word, as they were destined to do.








