I PETER 2 : 9-16

LESSON  # 64  (12-21-06)         

1 Peter 2:9
1 Peter 2:9-10   -   But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God's own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light;  10) for you once were not a people, but now you are the people of God;  you had not  received mercy, but now you have received mercy.

NAS – chosen race
NIV -  chosen people        

KJV – chosen generation
Chosen,   EKLEKTOS, which used to apply only to Israel, was now used of both Jewish and Gentile believers. The responsibility that was once solely entrusted to the nation of Israel has now been given to the Church Age of Grace.    

Vs. 9,  We are a holy priesthood and a royal priesthood.  This corresponds to the heavenly priesthood of our Lord, for He is both King and Priest,  Heb. 7.  We are royal priests, Rev. 1:6.  King Uzziah tried to act in the capacity of not only king but also priest, so God punished him with leprosy, 2 Chron. 26:16–21.   

CHURCH  AGE  PRIESTHOOD
(notes from L. S. Chafer’s  SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY)

In His Aaronic ministry, Christ offered a sacrifice to God. That sacrifice was Himself, offered without spot. In this undertaking, He was both Sacrificer and Sacrifice; but the Aaronic pattern could go no further than to be the Sacrificer. 
In His Melchizedek priesthood, He is King-Priest.
The Christian is a king-priest unto God. His service as king is deferred until the coming age when he reigns with Christ, Rev. 20:6;  but his priestly service is in force at the present time. 

In the Old Testament order the priesthood was a hierarchy over the nation, and in their service, they were under the authority of the high priest. In the New Testament order, every believer is a priest unto God; 1 Pet. 2:5–9; Rev. 1:6;  and the whole ministering company of New Testament priests is under the authority of Christ who is the true High Priest, of whom all other high priests were but types. 

The Old Testament priest was sanctified or set apart both by the fact that he was born into the priestly family of Levi and by the fact that he, with due ceremony, was inducted into the priestly office, which appointment continued so long as he lived. Also, at the beginning of his ministry, he was ceremonially cleansed by a once-for-all bathing, Ex 29:4.
In fulfilling this typology, the believer priest is wholly and once-for-all cleansed at the moment he is saved, Col. 2:13; Titus 3:5, and, by virtue of his salvation, is set apart unto God. So, also, he is set apart by the new birth into the family of God.

In addition to all this, it is peculiarly required of the New Testament priest that he shall willingly dedicate himself to God. Concerning his self-dedication, we read:  Rom. 12:1   -  “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.”( 

While the presentation of the body as a living sacrifice is the self-dedication to the will of God of all that the believer is and has. That which is thus yielded, God accepts and places where He wills in the field of service, Eph. 2:10. 

According to the New Testament order, priestly service in sacrifice toward God is threefold: (a) the dedication of self, which is declared to be a “reasonable service”.  
As Christ was Himself both a Sacrificer and a Sacrifice, so the believer may glorify God by offering his whole body as a living sacrifice to God; (b) the sacrifice of the lips, which is the voice of praise, and is to be offered continually, Heb. 13:15;  (c) the sacrifice of substance, Phil. 4:18. 

Referring to the cleansing of the priests, it should be noted again that the Old Testament priest upon entering his holy office was once-for-all cleansed by a whole bathing, which bathing was administered to him by another, Ex. 29:4; however, afterwards, although wholly bathed, he was required to be cleansed repeatedly by a partial bathing at the brazen laver, and was to do this before undertaking any and every priestly service. 

 In order to fulfill the typology of this, the New Testament priest, who is also wholly cleansed and forgiven when saved, at all times is required to confess every known sin in order that he may be cleansed and qualified for fellowship with God. 1 John 1:9.. As the appointment of the Old Testament priest was for life, so the New Testament priest is a priest unto God forever.

As the prophet is God’s representative sent to the people, so the priest is the people’s representative dispatched to God.

No priest of the old dispensation was permitted to enter the holy of holies other than the high priest only once a year on the ground of sacrificial blood, Heb. 9:7.. 

When Christ died, the veil of the temple was rent which signifies that the way into the holiest is now open, not to the world, but to all who come unto God on the ground of the spiritual death of Christ, Heb. 10:19–22. 
 Having unhindered access to God on the ground of the blood’s representation of Christ’s spiritual death, the New Testament priest is thus privileged to minister in intercession, Rom. 8:26–27; Heb. 10:19–22; 1 Tim. 2:1; Col. 4:12.
 So the activities of the believer priest are: Service, Sacrifice of praise, thanksgiving, doing good,  and sharing, Heb. 13:15-16,  and Intercession through prayer. 

The New Testament knows nothing of a priesthood other than the priesthood of all believers under the High-priesthood of Christ; nothing of a “clergy” as forming a body distinct from the “laity”; nor anything of certain men set apart to baptize and to administer the Lord’s supper, though doubtless it would be within New Testament liberty to designate one or more for these purposes.
LESSON  # 65   (12-26-06)        
A Chosen Generation, a Holy Nation, a Peculiar People.

All three of these designations in 1 Pet. 2:9 refer to one and the same general idea, namely, that the company of believers of this age—individuals called out from the Jews and Gentiles alike—are different from the unsaved Jew and Gentile to the extent to which thirty-three stupendous miracles transform them. They are a generation, not in the sense that they are restricted to one span of human life, but in the sense that they are the offspring of God. They are a nation in the sense that they are separate, a distinct grouping among all the peoples of the earth. They are a peculiar people in the sense that they are born of God and are therefore not of this cosmos world. They are not enjoined to try to be peculiar; any people in this world who are citizens of heaven, perfected in Christ, and appointed to live in the power of and to the glory of God, cannot but be peculiar.  These three designations represent permanent positions to which the believer has been brought and they, likewise, make a large contribution to the sum total of all the riches of divine grace.  [Chafer, L. S. (1993). Systematic theology. Originally published: Dallas, Tex. : Dallas Seminary Press, 1947-1948. (3:251). Grand Rapids, MI: Kregel Publications.]

LESSON  # 66   (12-28-06)        
has called you  

Matthew 22:14   -  "For many are called, but few are chosen."  The gospel is the means that God calls the elect into historical existence.  

Heb. 3:1  -  Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of a heavenly calling, consider Jesus, the Apostle and High Priest of our confession; 

Phil 3:13-14   -   Brethren, I do not regard myself as having laid hold of it yet; but one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead, 14)  I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 

In His High Priestly service, Christ is over the hierarchy of priests which constitutes the Church and as the Appointer to, and Director of, their service. In His Aaronic ministry, Christ offered a sacrifice to God. That sacrifice was Himself, offered without spot. In this undertaking He was both Sacrificer and Sacrifice; but the Aaronic pattern could go no further than to be the Sacrificer. In His Melchizedek priesthood, He is King-Priest. Melchizedek was of Salem, which is peace (Isa. 11:6–9); he had no beginning or ending of days, no human parents; and he was a high priest by divine authority (Ps. 110:4).
The Christian is a king-priest unto God. His service as king is deferred until the coming age when he reigns with Christ (Rev. 20:6); but his priestly service is in force at the present time. There is a future aspect of the believer’s priesthood as declared in Revelation 20:6, “But they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years.” Israel was first appointed to a similar position (cf. Ex. 19:6); but in this they failed. The present king-priest position of the Church, being sustained by God, cannot fail.

In the Old Testament order the priesthood was a hierarchy over the nation and in their service they were under the authority of the high priest. In the New Testament order every believer is a priest unto God (1 Pet. 2:5–9; Rev. 1:6) and the whole ministering company of New Testament priests is under the authority of Christ who is the true High Priest, of whom all other high priests were but types. Therefore, according to the New Testament order, service is committed to all believers alike and on the ground of their priestly relation to God. As there was no evangel to be preached to the nations of the earth, service, in the period covered by the Old Testament, consisted only in the performance by the priests of the divinely appointed ritual in the tabernacle or temple. In contrast to this, the New Testament priestly ministry is much broader in its scope, including not only a service to God and fellow believers, but to all men everywhere



In fulfilling the antitype, the believer priest is wholly and once for all cleansed at the moment he is saved (Col. 2:13; Titus 3:5), and, by virtue of his salvation, is set apart unto God. So, also, he is set apart by the new birth into the family of God.
while the presentation of the body as a living sacrifice is the self-dedication to the will of God of all that the believer is and has. That which is thus yielded, God accepts and places where He wills in the field of service (Eph. 2:10).
According to the New Testament order, priestly service in sacrifice toward God is threefold: (a) the dedication of self, which is declared to be a “reasonable service” (Rom. 12:1 ), or more literally (R.V.marg.), “a spiritual worship.” As Christ was Himself both a Sacrificer and a Sacrifice, so the believer may glorify God by the offering of his whole body as a living sacrifice to God; (b) the sacrifice of the lips, which is the voice of praise and is to be offered continually (Heb. 13:15); (c) the sacrifice of substance (Phil. 4:18). 
Referring to the cleansing of the priests, it should be noted again that the Old Testament priest upon entering his holy office was once for all cleansed by a whole bathing, which bathing was administered to him by another (Ex. 29:4); however, afterwards, though thus wholly bathed, he was required to be cleansed repeatedly by a partial bathing at the brazen laver, and this before undertaking any and every priestly service. In fulfilling the typical significance of this, the New Testament priest, though wholly cleansed and forgiven when saved, is at all times required to confess every known sin in order that he may be cleansed and qualified for fellowship with God (1 John 1:9). As the appointment of the Old Testament priest was for life, so the New Testament priest is a priest unto God forever.

Right away we’re faced with the fact that election, the call of God, isn’t the call of a moon god, it isn’t the call of chance, it’s the call of the Sovereign God of the universe.  So it rests upon the existence of the Creator/creature distinction.  The whole idea of election is simply that this, the ex nihilo creator, is the ex nihilo creator. And God chooses to do it this way.  He chooses to make the rainbow with those colors, that’s His choice.  He chooses to make chlorophyll green, and He chooses to have Abraham’s around, it’s His right.  We may not like that, we may feel offended, but if we feel offended, that which is in our heart that feels offended, do you know what it is? It’s a prideful desire to be God.  A lot of people don’t get the point, the doctrine of election is like a 

2 x 4 that comes up along the side of the head and bang, it wallops you, realizing that He calls the shots, not us.  So that part of it rests upon election.

Gospel preaching is not an impotent superficial act; it is the powerful call of God that creates the elect in history.  Of course in God’s mind they’re there, but in history they’re not there until God calls them, and the gospel preaching hardens hearts or it softens them, it’s not a trivial casual thing, this thing called the preaching of the gospel. You can’t treat it as something casual, you may witness to someone, you may preach to someone, and you just wonder, are they awake or not, and it goes on year after year, but that’s what we think is happening, we don’t know what’s going on in their heart, and because we don’t know what’s going on in their heart we keep on faithfully because God tells us to do that, and He’ll give the results.  Our job is to be as clear as we possibly can in preaching the gospel.

The first point in this understanding of faith:  Faith depends upon God doing the initiating.  So here we have a person, and when they exercise Biblical faith, they exercise it in response to the call of God.  Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of God. That faith is not exercised without prior work of God.  That’s Biblical faith.  It can’t be done by an unregenerate natural man living in a circumstantial vacuum.  It can only be done as it was done in Abraham’s case, God called to Him, the voice of God calling.  That’s what calls forth the faith.  

As Israel was “a chosen people, a holy nation, had a priesthood, and were a people belonging to God,” so too believers today are chosen, are priests, are holy, and belong to God. However, similarity does not mean identity.  Because the Church and Israel have similarities, does not mean that the Church replaces Israel.
In one sense, God has a universal call for all who are positive at God consciousness.  This is accomplished through the gospel.  Gospel preaching is not an impotent superficial act.  It’s not a trivial casual thing, it is the powerful call of God Rom. 1:16  You can’t treat it as something casual, you may witness to someone, you may preach to someone, and you wonder, are they awake or not. We may think that we just wasted our time, but we don’t know what’s going on in their heart, and because we don’t know what’s going on in their heart we keep on faithfully praying because God tells us to do that, and He’ll give the results.  Our job is to be as clear as we possibly can in preaching the gospel.

There are those who claim that the call of God is not universal, going to all mankind, but is only for God’s elect, only those for whom Christ died, Rom. 8:30.  This however, disregards the doctrine of “God Consciousness”, ”Common Grace” and “Efficacious Grace”.

The calling of God is similar to the drawing of God.  God does not draw only those who respond to the gospel, but all men.  

John 12:32   -  "And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men to Myself."

John 16:7-11  -  "But I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper shall not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you.  8) "And He, when He comes, will convict the world concerning sin, and righteousness, and judgment;  9) concerning sin, because they do not believe in Me;  10) and concerning righteousness, because I go to the Father, and you no longer behold Me;  11) and concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world has been judged.

LESSON  # 67   (1-2-07)  

Mt. 22:13-14;   After the 2nd Advent, the Millennium will start off with all believers, but the losers will have weeping & gnashing of teeth because they were not clothed properly to attend the Wedding Feast here on earth and will miss out on all of the dazzling rewards and privileges God will grant only mature believers (who persevered in faith throughout the Tribulation and who did not take the mark of the Beast),  Mt . 8:11-12.   Church Age winner believers will attend the Wedding Supper in heaven,  Rev. 19:8-9.        
LESSON  # 68   (1-4-07)  
[Heaven, Where Is It?  And How Do You Get There?   Barbara Walters Special – Friday night – channel 13]

There is also a call for believers to advance to spiritual maturity.  It is called the “upward call” in Phil. 4:13.

God’s purpose in choosing believers for Himself is so that they may declare the praises of Him before others. “Praises” could also be translated “eminent qualities,” “excellencies,” or “virtues” (aretos, used only four times in the NT, Phil. 4:8; 1 Pet. 2:9; 2 Pet.1:3, 5. 

DARKNESS 


LIGHT
Lost 




Saved
Ignorance



Knowledge

Carnality /Sin / human good

Spiritual / Divine Good

Arrogance / Misery


Humility / +H
Col. 1: 13    -   For He rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son, 
John 1:4-5  -   In Him was life, and the life was the light of men.  5) And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.

John 3:19-21   -  "And this is the judgment, that the light is come into the world, and men loved the darkness rather than the light; for their deeds were evil.  20) "For everyone who does evil hates the light, and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed.  21) "But he who practices the truth comes to the light, that his deeds may be manifested as having been wrought in God." 

John 8:12  -   Again therefore Jesus spoke to them, saying, "I am the light of the world; he who follows Me shall not walk in the darkness, but shall have the light of life."

John 12:35-36   -  Jesus therefore said to them, "For a little while longer the light is among you. Walk while you have the light, that darkness may not overtake you; he who walks in the darkness does not know where he goes.  36) "While you have the light, believe in the light, in order that you may become sons of light." These things Jesus spoke, and He departed and hid Himself from them.

2 Corinthians 6:14  -   Do not be bound together with unbelievers; for what partnership have righteousness and lawlessness, or what fellowship has light with darkness?
LESSON  # 69   (1-9-07)  

Ephesians 5:8-13  -   for you were formerly darkness, but now you are light in the Lord; walk as children of light  9) (for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness and righteousness and truth),  10) trying to learn what is pleasing to the Lord.  11) And do not participate in the unfruitful deeds of darkness, but instead even expose them;  12) for it is disgraceful even to speak of the things which are done by them in secret.  13) But all things become visible when they are exposed by the light, for everything that becomes visible is light.

Ephesians 6:11-12   -  Put on the full armor of God, that you may be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil.  12) For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.

1 Thessalonians 5:4-6  -  But you, brethren, are not in darkness, that the day should overtake you like a thief;  5) for you are all sons of light and sons of day. We are not of night nor of darkness;  6) so then let us not sleep as others do, but let us be alert and sober.

1 John 1:5-8  -   And this is the message we have heard from Him and announce to you, that God is light, and in Him there is no darkness at all.  6) If we say that we have fellowship with Him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth;  7) but if we walk in the light as He Himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin.  8) If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

1 John 2:9-11  -  The one who says he is in the light and yet hates his brother is in the darkness until now.  10) The one who loves his brother abides in the light and there is no cause for stumbling in him.  11) But the one who hates his brother is in the darkness and walks in the darkness, and does not know where he is going because the darkness has blinded his eyes.

10)  for you once were not a people  [Gentile nations were not Client Nations] , but now you are the people of God  [Now Gentile Client Nations exist and are made up of both Jew and Gentile believers];  you had not  received mercy, but now you have received mercy.

CLIENT NATION

1. A client nation is a national entity under the protection and benevolent support of God that fulfills His plan for mankind.

2. A client nation is a synonym for a “priest nation” or a “holy nation”. 

 1 Pet 2:9  -  But you are an elect race, a royal priesthood, a  holy nation, a people for God's own possession, 

that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out from darkness into His marvelous light.  

3.     A Client nation under God is a nation under divine protection, because it has a large pivot of mature believers.  These mature believers have blessing by association to those around them and historical blessing to their nation.

4.    A client nation is responsible to do five things.

a.  It must evangelize its own population at home.

b.  It must communicate Bible doctrine to the believers in the nation. 

c.  It is responsible for the custodianship of Bible doctrine.

d.  It provides a haven for the Jews.

e.  It is responsible to send out missionaries to evangelize other nations.

5.    Negative Volition to Bible doctrine results in ignorance, and this destroys the client nation.

Eph 4:18-19   -  They are darkened in their understanding, alienated from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them, due to their hardness of heart. 19) They have become callous and have given themselves up to sensuality, greedy to practice every kind of impurity.

No Gentile nation of the Old Testament was a client nation to God. Once solely trusted to the nation of Israel , this responsibility has now been given to this Church Age of Grace.  While the church has assumed the responsibility that once was Israel’s does not mean that the church has replaced Israel or that the national blessings for Israel now apply to the church.

Paul also quoted Hosea 2:23 in Romans 9:25.  See Romans 9:22-33.  Peter plainly confirms Paul, who quoted the passage implying the call of the Gentiles to become spiritually what Israel had been literally, “the people of God.”

LESSON  # 70   (1-11-07)  
There was a time that Gentiles as a whole did not receive mercy; they were negative at God-consciousness and at gospel hearing.  But many individual Gentiles were accepting the gospel message from Peter, Paul, and others and thereby receiving mercy (grace in action) when they believed in Jesus Christ.

They were also receiving mercy, passive voice, collectively as Gentiles in another way.  God graciously chose Gentile nations to be client nations until the time He will again make Israel a client nation at the 2nd Advent of Christ.

In he rest of chapter two and the beginning of chapter three, Peter answered the question as to how people belonging to God can declare His praises before others? He suggested specific ways Christians can behave differently before the world as citizens, as slaves, and as wives and husbands. Their conduct should be different even when they are in familiar situations.

1 Peter 2:11
Beloved, I urge you as aliens and strangers to abstain from fleshly lusts, which  [keep on]  waging war against the soul.

Beloved  AGAPETOS (s) adj. vocative, pl. masc., a special class of loved ones, dear ones.  He was addressing Jewish believers, but the term of endearment applies to all believers.  As Christians, we should constantly remind ourselves who we are; and Peter was doing this here.  Eight times in his two epistles, Peter reminded his readers of God’s love for them.

I urge you as aliens and strangers;  PARAKELEO (v. pai  to earnestly invite, encourage, persuade.  

aliens  PAROIKOS  (s)  adj. amp,  to stay as a temporary inhabitant, an alien, foreigner; literally, settlers having a house in a city without being citizens of that country, Phil. 3:20.
 Acts 7:6  -  "But God spoke to this effect, that his offspring would be aliens in a foreign land, and that they would be enslaved and mistreated for four hundred years.  

Acts 7:29   -  Then fled Moses at this saying, and was a stranger in the land of Midian,

Ephesians 2:19  -  So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God's household. . .  

strangers   PAREPIDEMOS  s)  adj. amp, the state or a period of forced absence from one’s country or home, refugee.  A stranger, sojourner; not simply one who is passing through, but a foreigner who has settled down, however briefly, next to or among the native people. (see I Peter 1:1)
to abstain from;   APECHOMAI  (inf. pm, to avoid or be distant from, resist. This infinitive has the force of an imperative, except for one thing. It is an imperative that denotes a purpose. In a straight imperative, you are also given a command, but you are not given the purpose for the command. In an infinitive, you are given a command, but you are given the purpose behind the command. Peter is not telling us that we should eliminate lusts; that would be tantamount to doing away with our OSN.  In this life, we will continue to struggle with lusts, but Peter is urging us to resist them. Don’t give into them.  

fleshly lusts    SARKIKOS  s)  adj. gpf,  physical, material, belonging to this world.   EPITHUMIA  n. gpf    desire, lust, passion, longing.  There are sinful desires that war against us and want to defeat us.  Our real battle is not with people around us but with passions within us.  D. L. Moody said, “I have more trouble with D. L. Moody than with any man I know.”

Galatians 5:16-21   -  But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh.  17) For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for these are in opposition to one another, so that you may not do the things that you please.  18) But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the Law. Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality,  20) idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, dissensions, factions,  21) envying, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these, of which I forewarn you just as I have forewarned you that those who practice such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.

which wage war  [keep on waging war] against the soul;  STRATOUOMAI  v. pmi, to engage in war, fight, battle.  This is a continuing war.  We don’t win or lose one battle and that be the end of the war.

Christians are to live apart from the immorality and sinful desires that surround them.  

1 Peter 2:12

Keep your behavior excellent among the Gentiles, so that in the thing in which they slander you as evildoers, they may on account of your good deeds, as they observe them, glorify God in the day of  [their, these unbeliever’s] visitation.

Keep your behavior excellent;   KALOS s)  adj. asf  honorable, proper, morally pure. There are believers who misuse Rebound to their own detriment and others. Christians are to abstain from sinful desires not only for their own spiritual well-being but also in order to maintain an effective testimony before unbelievers.  A positive Christian lifestyle is a powerful means of convicting the world of its sin 

Matthew 5:14 & 16   -  "You are the light of the world. . .16) "Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.

Even when people slander us and malign us, we must stay relaxed and stabilized.  We must not retaliate.  Put it in the Lord’s hands.  When we do this, we are reflecting God’s glory.

LESSON  # 71   (1-18-07)  
1 Peter 2:13

Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every human institution, whether to a king as the one in authority, 14
GOVERNMENT  AND  THE  BELIEVER

God instituted government in order to preserve order, and that order to perpetuate the human race. Government’s basic duty is to protect the righteous and to punish the wicked. It should also provide an environment of freedom so that individuals can easily hear and accept or reject the gospel without fear or pressure of any kind.

Rom 13:4  tells us that government is a minister of God for good, and those who do good have nothing to fear from government.  God designed government to deal with the evil element in society, and this is clearly the context of Rom. 13, Titus 3:1-2 and I Peter 2:13-17. There is nothing unusual in these scriptures because it is commonly understood that we are to submit to governmental authority. Few would argue with this fact. 

But what is a believer to do when government is no longer a minister of good but has become a minister of evil?  What are believers to do then?  The potential of governmental abuse is ever present.  George Washington recognized this when he stated, ”Government is not reason; it is not eloquence; it is force!  Like fire, it is a dangerous servant and a fearful master.”

Does God compel believers to obey every law that the government creates?  What if the law is evil?  Some think that scriptures like Rom 13 and 1 Peter 2 require believers to submit to every law, period.  They say, “Believers cannot pick and choose the laws they will obey.”  Is that true?  We can go to the Bible and see that there are Scriptures where believers disobeyed an abusive authority and were blessed, rather than punished, by God.  This could be called “Biblical Civil Disobedience”.  Of course, the Bible does not approve of civil disobedience in general, and we should seek to cooperate with the government, obeying the law as much as possible, but we must never violate our conscience or disobey God in order to obey a law.  Here are a few examples of people in the Bible who under- stood this:
a.    Hebrew midwives refused to kill Hebrew boy babies as the king commanded, Ex. 1:15-16.  
Exodus 1:17  -  But the midwives feared God and did not do as the king of Egypt had commanded them but let the boys live.  

b.     Rahab refused to turn the Israelite spies sent by Joshua over to the king’s men who were pursuing them,  Joshua 2:1-10.

c.     Esther ignored the law that declared no one was to see the king without his permission, Esther 5.

d.    Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego refused to obey the king’s command to bow down to the idol, and they were thrown into the furnace for breaking that law, Daniel 2.
e.    Daniel refused to obey the command to pray to the king  and was thrown into the lion’s den, Daniel 6.
f.     King Herod told the Magi to find the Child and report back to him, but God told them in a dream not to report back to Herod,        

       Matt. 2:1-12.

g.    Joseph and Mary did not stick around and allow Jesus to be killed when King Herod ordered the death of the male babies  

Matt. 2:16.

h.     Peter and the apostles refused to stop preaching the gospel as commanded, Acts 5:29  -  But Peter and the apostles answered and said, "We must obey God rather than men.”

It is clear that God’s law supercedes man’s law, and when man’s law clashes with God’s law, it is God’s law that must be obeyed, not man’s.  How far does this principle extend?  Does it apply only when the law would require us to disobey God and not in any other circumstance?  Here is one man’s thoughts on the subject.  

“But no citizen, even the Christian, has the right to set himself up as legislature or as supreme court to decide which laws he will obey and which he will not obey when his worship of God or his proclamation of the gospel are not directly involved. When the individual’s conscience has authority over law, then government by law is jeopardized.”  Princeton theologian Charles Hodge made that comment and then went on to say, “We are to obey all that is in actual authority over us, whether their authority be legitimate or usurped, whether they are just or unjust.” Dallas Theological Seminary. (1976; 2002). Bibliotheca Sacra Volume 133 (133:344).
Some may agree with Mr. Hodge, but doesn’t it sound like he is advocating blind allegiance?  What if laws infringe on our God-given rights?  Or maybe the  question should be, “Do we have God- given rights?”   If we do, what are they?  Let’s look at our own country which is unique because it was founded on the principle that our rights come from God, not from government.  The colonists who won independence from the tyranny of King George were fighting to secure their God-given rights.  They demanded a Bill of Rights before they would ratify the Constitution.  The Bill of Rights states what our God-given rights are and forbids the government to abuse them.

The First Amendment recognizes the right of individuals to freely exercise their religion, to express themselves freely, both in word and print, to assemble together, and to express their disapproval of the government.

The Second Amendment recognizes the right of self-defense.

The Third Amendment recognizes the right to determine who we will or will not allow into our homes.

The Fourth Amendment recognizes the right to privacy.

The Fifth Amendment recognizes the right to be assumed innocent until the State proves us guilty, the right to own property, and to have a fair trial.

The Six Amendment recognizes the right to have a fair trial by an impartial jury.

The Seventh Amendment recognizes the right to not have a case re-examined by another court once it has been tried.  The Eighth Amendment recognizes the right to be treated properly if imprisoned.

The Ninth Amendment recognizes that there are other rights besides the ones enumerated that must also be recognized.

The Tenth Amendment recognizes that the only rights the government have are those specifically laid out in the Constitu-   tion. All other rights are reserved for the People and the States.

If Mr. Hodge is right, individuals who become believers in Jesus Christ forfeit their God-given rights and are no longer free to demand that those rights be respected.  They must adopt the philosophy that the people are the servants and the government is the master, and this is the opposite of what our founding fathers intended. Believers would not be allowed to resist tyranny as did the colonial Christians who fought to free themselves from the tyranny of Great Britain. In fact, those colonials would be considered out of line or sinful for fighting for their freedom.  

It must be remembered that they were not taking part in a revolution because the Bible never permits such a thing.  They realized that things had gotten to the point where none of their efforts to relieve their situation worked. Their only recourse was to refuse to be abused any longer.  They declared themselves to be independent and would no longer submit to King George. They had no intention of overthrowing England. All they wanted was to be left alone. 

We should certainly utilize whatever lawful remedies are available to protect us from governmental abuse.  When Paul was arrested on false charges, he used a legitimate remedy to protect himself when he insisted on a fair trial before Caesar, Acts 25:1–12.   Today, there are lawful remedies available to shield people from the exploitation and abuse of government ,but few know about them.  There is a heavy price that is paid for ignorance, whether it is ignorance of Bible doctrine or ignorance of one’s rights. Unfortunately, those who know their rights and utilize lawful measures to maintain them are sometimes criticized or scorned by others who accuse them of being unpatriotic, rebellious, or unchristian.  

Most people don’t realize that those on grand juries and trial juries are the ones to judge not only the person accused of a crime, but the law and government officials as well !  If the law is unjust or unconstitutional, the jury has the power to acquit the defendant  whether he is guilty of breaking the law or not.  Judges may try to instruct the jury to deliberate only on the basis of the law as it exists, but jurors must deliberate on the basis of their conscience and sense of what is right and wrong.  This is one of the lawful remedies available to the people to guard themselves and us all against oppression. 

There are few ways out of bondage.  Bloodshed and war often result, but our founding fathers learned of a better way. Realizing that a Creator is always greater and above that which He creates, our forefathers established a three-vote system by which an informed  citizenry can control those acting in the name of government.  To be a good master, you must always remember the true pecking order or chain of command in this nation:

1. God created man

2. Man created the Constitution

3. The Constitution created government

4. Government created corporations

5. etc.  

three votes:

1. Voting at the polls 

2. Vote on a Grand Jury:  Before anyone can be brought to trial for a capital or infamous crime by those acting in the name of the government, permission must be obtained from people serving on a Grand Jury.

3. Vote in a Trial Jury:  No juror can ever be punished for voting “Not Guilty!”  Any juror can, with impunity, choose to disregard the instructions of any judge or attorney when rendering his vote.  Thus, those acting in the name of government must come before the common man to get permission to enforce a law.

“You have the right to take upon yourselves to judge of both, and to determine the law as well as the fact in controversy.”  State of Georgia vs. Brailford, et. al. 3Dall. 1

“The Jury has an unreviewable and unreversible power to acquit in disregard of the instructions on the law given by trial judge.”  U.S. vs. Dougherty, 473 F 2nd 1113, 1113 (1972)

“To embarrass justice my a multiplicity of laws, or to hazard it by confidence in judges, are the opposite rocks on which all civil institutions have been wrecked.”  Johnson – engraved in the Minnesota State Capitol outside the Supreme Court Chambers

“If ye love wealth better than liberty, the tranquility of servitude better than the animating contest of freedom, go home from us in peace.  We ask not your counsels or your arms. Crouch down and lick the hands that feed you.  May your chains set lightly upon you, and may posterity forget that ye were our countrymen.”      Samuel Adams

“No one is bound to obey an unconstitutional law and no courts are bound to enforce it.  16 Am Jur 2nd Sec 177 late 2nd Sec. 256

Edmund Burke was right when he said, “Evil men prosper when good men do nothing.”   Manasseh was arguably the most horrendous and evil king that Judah ever had.  We see in Jer. 15:4  that God held the people responsible for not resisting the atrocious acts of their king.  Jeremiah 15:4  -  "And I shall make them  [the people]  an object of horror among all the kingdoms of the earth because of Manasseh, the son of Hezekiah, the king of Judah, for what he did in Jerusalem.   If God held the people responsible for what the king did, then surely God expected them to heartily resist him rather than turn a blind eye to what he was doing.
 “Earthly princes lay aside their power when they rise up against God and are unworthy to be reckoned among the members of mankind. We ought rather utterly to defy them than to obey them.”   John Calvin   
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 “It is impossible to enslave mentally or socially  a Bible-reading people.  The principles of the Bible are the groundwork of human freedom.”   Horace Greeley  
 “Revolution against authority is not the same as war against tyranny.”  Pastor R.B. Thieme Jr.,  Laws of Divine Establishment, page 2.
 “Necessity is the plea for every infringement of human liberty; it is the argument of tyrants; it is the creed of slaves.”  William Pitt
“A totalitarian government that usurps all authority and power to itself from the family, church and other similar associations, thus overstepping God-given bounds, must be resisted. This seems to be the position of John on the island of Patmos. The Roman Emperor had transgressed his governmental limits when he demanded what is the sole prerogative of God-worship.” The Evangelical Theological Society. (1969; 2002). Journal of the Evangelical Theological Society Volume 12 (12:211).

 “A sad state of affairs has developed, however, as we approach the beginning of a new century and millennium. The underpinnings of our legal system, which once recognized the law of God, absolute ethics, and similar values, are eroding rapidly.”  Wayne House, Tyndale Theological Seminary. (1998; 2002). Conservative Theological Journal Volume 2 (2:337).
The key elements we must use to address these issues is discernment and judgment based on facts.  We must take care not to go on a rampage against government because we received a parking ticket we didn’t deserve. That would be poor judgment and demonstrate a lack of good discernment.  On the other hand, we shouldn’t  be burying our heads in the sand, ignoring the tyranny of a government that is out of control. The Bible repeatedly commands us to be alert. We cannot make good decisions if we are closed- minded or are unwilling to acknowledge the facts as they really are.  The Declaration of Independence certaily recognizes the right of the people to “throw off” an abusive government.

Some point out that the believers of the first centurty church submitted to the authority of Rome which was at times oppressive and abusive.  It shoulfd be noted that the Jews wrere under occupation, they had no contract or agreement with Rome that recognized the rights of the Jews. Our situation is different in that we have a contract with those who have authority over us.  Every official in government , as well as in the military, should be held accountable, to obey their oaths to the Constitution.  

Must we, the people, be held to keep our part of the contract and still submit to the government when it fails to keep its part to recognize and protect our rights?  We know that by law, once a contract is broken by one party, the other party is no longer bound by it.  Our government has broken the contract with the People. 
Many people refuse to accept facts concerning our government.  Cognitive disodence and willful ignorance permeates our society, and it is easy to understand why. Coming to grips with the reality that one’s governmental is abusive is not a pleasant experience, so most people just ignore the facts, hoping that things will get better. After all, this is America; things can’t get too bad. Or can they?  A look at our own history should enlighten us, shouldn’t it? So let’s take a short look at past and current  history.

Illustration: We know that the Bible gives us the right to use lethal force to defend our homes, our families, and ourselves, Luke 11:21, 22:36.   We have laws today that make criminals out of law-abiding citizens for carrying weapons to defend themselves, even though the Second Amendment recognizes our God-given right to keep and bear arms. Are we to jeopardize the safety of our families and ourselves in order to comply with these laws?  Can we afford to pretend that this type of injustice is OK? A Question was posed to Charlie Clough regarding these issues and this is his reply:  
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It’s the same thing that’s going on in Alabama with the judge and the Ten Commandments and the court, which someone on the internet sent me the verbatim brief that the Governor of Alabama gave to the court that’s reviewing that case.  This document is fantastic and potentially scary, because Governor Bob James is one sharp cookie, he comes across like a little southerner hillbilly boy, but when you see what he’s written you realize this guy is a shrewd operator.  The other side has a  big problem with this guy James, a big problem because he’s not just  

threatening to bring in the Alabama National Guard to stop the feds from telling him what he’s going to do in his own state court, but he goes so far as to say, and he hits the nail right on the head in a seven page brief, built out of Luke. He uses citations from Luke and Acts, and it’s built on the thesis that the Supreme Court has become an apostate tyrannical order that has put itself in the form of absolute power.  He says that’s not right, the Constitution is the power, not the Supreme Court. 

This gets back to the Pharisees, my comment tonight. What did the Pharisees do? The law was perfectly clear, any normal Hebrew, and they were all literate by Jesus’ day, those people were literate, and any normal believer should be able to go to that law, read it, and know what God is saying.  

Everybody could have read the Torah.  But no, the Pharisees have to be the little lawyers, they have to come in and say well you don’t really understand this, let me explain it to you, and give me 613 different things and I’ll explain it to you, how to cook an egg on the Sabbath day without working and all the rest of the hoopla.  That’s why I brought the Mishnah in.  They had gone through and they’d put all this stuff on the line. If you remember what Jesus did, what Jesus is doing in the Sermon on the Mount, He is blasting the attorneys of the day.  He comes in and He says the attorneys are telling you don’t fear, because you might get caught, a technicality, if you murder somebody don’t sweat it unless you get caught.  That’s what the Pharisees were saying; it’s evil if you get caught.  Jesus said wait a minute, hold it, you missed the big picture, it’s the ethics behind the law that’s the issue here.  They argue with Jesus, and Jesus is the guy that gave the law on Mount Sinai.  

So here [the issue with Gov. Bob James] you have the Constitution analogy, the founding fathers of this country sat down and wrote this thing, you have James Madison [who Bob James quotes], you even have John Marshall who was the lead Supreme Court justice explaining in their own words, in the late 18th century and early 19th century, exactly what they meant by things like “God,” “the state,” the role of religion, etc. so there’s no excuse for not understanding the Constitution.  What Bob James is saying, and this is the scary part, his argument is eloquent, but probably his statement is as threatening to this country as anything I have read since 1860, because in 1860 we had people seceding from the union on the basis of civil war, and what Bob James is saying, this is not just a guy calling the National Guard out, what he’s saying, and he quotes Madison, whenever there’s an arm of the federal
government that reaches tyrannical powers, it is the right of the people to disregard it and disobey.  That’s the Governor of Alabama, who says we are morally justified in disobeying the Supreme Court because they’ve exceeded their authority and they’re tyrannical, and we do so as submissive to [under the direction of] the U. S. Constitution.

We forget that our freedoms didn’t come from Thomas Paine or some other atheist idiot.  They came out of the Word of God. And the result of this whole emphasis in the West was that it cuts political power down to size, because political tyranny grows when you have a passive group of population, when people don’t stand up.  

More from Charlie Clough’s notes:

This is why today there’s a real debate behind the Second Amendment.  It has nothing to do with hand guns; the reason why we have the Second Amendment in the United States Constitution is because it was put into the Constitution by a generation of people who had learned what lesson?  What happened in Concord, what happened at Lexington?  People got their guns and said enough is enough of this, out of here.  It’s scary to think about, but when you have a corrupt government it has the right to be overthrown.  That’s scary talk, but that’s the whole thinking behind this.  And what’s the basis for that? The basis for that is that individual citizens, individual people, if they can come to God without an organization they have dignity, they have worth, they have self-worth and they cannot be denied, and they cannot be crushed and abused by a group of people who have assumed tyrannical powers.  So a weak Christ generates a strong tyranny.  A strong Christ reveals to people, who can make decisions to limit political power before its too late.  Framework #175















The End of  GOVERNMENT AND THE BELIEVER
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1 Peter 2:13-16










Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every human institution, whether to a king as the one in authority, 14)   or to governors as sent by him for the punishment of evildoers and the praise of those who do right. 15) For such is the will of God
that by doing right you may silence the ignorance of foolish men.  16) Act as free men, and do not use your freedom as a covering for evil, but use it as bondslaves of God.

1.  Verses 13-16 are translated into three sentences in the English, but they are one single sentence in the Greek.  The only independent clause is composed of the first two words, submit yourselves.
2.  Submit yourselves,  HUPOTASSOMAI  v. apm  obey, be obedient, submit.  This word is used 24 times in the N.T.   It is used in verse 18, be subject to your masters, and in 1 Peter 3:1, be subject to your own husbands.
3.  We are to submit to every human institution for the Lord’s sake.  He goes on to explain what he means by every institution made by man .  He does not mean that we must submit to every single institution or organization because many of these are evil.  Example. National Counsel of Churches, the Klu klux Klan, the United Nations, etc.  

4. Ordinance in the  Authorized Version simply means “creation or institution.” It does not refer to each individual law but to the institutions that make and enforce the laws. It is possible to submit to the institutions and still disobey the laws. 

For example, when Daniel and his three friends refused to obey the king’s dietary regulations, they disobeyed the law; but the way that they did it proved that they honored the king and respected the authorities, Dan. 1. They were not rebels; they were careful not to embarrass the official in charge or get him into trouble, but they stood their ground.  Wiersbe, W. W. (1996, c1989). The Bible exposition commentary

5.  We are not to obey simply because we are afraid of getting caught for wrong-doing or being punished by the state which is the general purpose of their legal authority.  But Christians are to submit because the Lord commands us to submit, Rom. 13:1-7, Titus 3:1-2;  Romans 13:5   -  Be subject for conscience’ sake.
6.  Our nature is to defy authority and do what we want to do, but we should submit because we want to please our Lord and avoid divine discipline.

7.  We are not to limit our obedience to a king or president only, but should obey others with delegated authority as well. It matters not whether the authority is a king, president, prime minister, congressman, governor, mayor, councilman, judge, or police officer because all offices are to be respected.

8. Evidently, Christians were being slandered and falsely accused of evil, for Peter stressed that it is God’s will that through excellent behavior, believers can silence  [muzzle]  the ignorant talk of foolish men.   The Christians of that day were facing lies and verbal abuse, not torture and death. Christians were still enjoying the protection of a legal system that commended those who obeyed the law. So a believer’s best defense against slanderous criticism was his good behavior.

9. There will always be those who are jealous and who are quick to judge and  bring you down. These people are ignorant and are either unbelievers or carnal believers.  Even though they malign you and speak evil of you, we are not to strike back at them, argue with them, or try to get even. 

10.  The way to silence them is to expose their lies by doing good and staying out of trouble with the law.  When a believer  gets into criminal activity, he may lose his credibility with those he could win over to Christ.

11. Verse 16, Act as free men, literally says, As free.  We are not under the restrictions and restraints of the Mosaic Law. Furthermore, submission to lawful authority does not negate Christian liberty.

Galatians 5:1  - It was for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore keep standing firm and do not be subject again to a yoke of slavery.    But this does not mean that we are lawless;  actually we are under a higher law.

Galatians 5:16-18  -  But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh.  17) For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for these are in opposition to one another, so that you may not do the things that you please.  18) But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the Law.

Romans 8:2  -   For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin  [Mosaic Law]  and of death.

The “law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus” has to do with believers operating under the filling of the Holy Spirit.

1 Corinthians 9:20-21  -  And to the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might win Jews; to those who are under the Law, as under the Law, though not being myself under the Law, that I might win those who are under the Law;  2)1 to those who are without law, as without law, though not being without the law of God but under the law of Christ, that I might win those who are without law.
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Operating Laws for Believers    

1.  Law  of Liberty    Directed towards Self,   I Cor. 8:4-9 
2.  Law  of  Expediency   Directed towards unbelievers,  I Cor. 9:16-23, & 10:23
3.  Law  of  Love    Directed towards believers,  I Cor. 8:13
4.  Law  of  Supreme Sacrifice   Directed towards God,  I Cor. 9:1-15
12. And do not use your freedom as a covering for evil;  This part of the verse is very similar to what Paul said to the Galatians:  Galatians 5:13-14  -  For you were called to freedom, brethren; only do not turn your freedom into an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another.  14) For the whole Law is fulfilled in one word, in the statement, "You shall love your neighbor as yourself."

13. Christ has set us free, but we are to act as bond-slaves to God. There are two Greek words for slaves:  one for slaves taken by the victor in war and the other for those born into slavery. The latter Greek word and meaning is used here. Slaves are presented in various aspects. Here, the bond-slave is bound to his master. We who believe in the Lord Jesus as our Savior were once bound to Satan in the bonds of sin. We were his bond-slaves. Now we are bound to our Lord Jesus by the baptism of the Holy Spirit.  We were in a relationship with Satan until, by our identification with Christ in His death, those bonds were broken.  Now we are in permanent relationship with Jesus Christ.

14.  We were born in slavery to Satan by our first birth, the wages of that relationship was sin and spiritual death. We shared his destiny. Then, we were born in slavery to Jesus Christ by our second birth. We don’t receive wages but we receive what we can never earn or deserve.  Grace!  Now we share His destiny. The apostle Paul often referred to himself as a bond-slave of Christ. 
15.  In another sense, we are not bond-slaves, but sons, Gal. 4:1-9. 
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