I PETER 3
1 Peter 3:1-2

In the same way, you wives, be submissive to your own husbands so that even if any of them are disobedient to the word they may be won without a word by the behavior of their wives, 2)  as they observe your chaste and respectful behavior. 

1.  In the same way;   Peter used the word “HOMOIOS”  (s) to connect the submissiveness of wives with submission to government and employer type masters.

2.  you wives, be submissive to your own husbands;   HUPOTASSOMAI is a present participle meaning that the submission was to be an ongoing process.  This carries the force of a command as it does in Eph. 5:22 and Col. 3:18.  The command does not require women to be subordinate to men in general but they are to submit to their husbands as a function of order within the home. A wife is to accept her place in the family under the leadership of her husband whom God has placed as head in the home.

LESSON  # 84   (3-6-07)

STUDY Gen.3:16 & 4:7;  Wives Innate Desire To Be In Charge
3.  so that even if any of them are disobedient to the word;    APEITHEO  (v. pai  to disobey, to refuse to believe. This command is not limited to believing husbands only.  

4.  Most wives today, including Christian wives, will go along with what their husbands say as long as they are in agreement, but if they don’t agree, wives generally feel completely comfortable ignoring their husband’s authority and doing whatever they please.

5.  It is clear in these verses that wives are to obey their husbands even when they are wrong. There are certain times when a wife is not required to obey her husband if he commands her to do something illegal or unbiblical, but such cases are rare.

6.  they may be won without a word by the behavior of their wives;  Notice that wives can win their husbands to the Lord without a word.  The worst thing a believer can do is to nag and harangue an unbeliever to the point that they are driven further and further away. It is the application of doctrine that will get their attention.

LESSON  # 85   (3-8-07)
7.  as they observe your chaste and respectful behavior;   HAGNOS (s)  pure or innocent.  A comparable verse is Ephesians 5:33   -   However, let each one of you love his wife as himself, and let the wife see that she respects her husband.
So what kind of specific behavior will win a husband over?

a. One that shows proper RESPECT.

· Don’t talk down to him in a condescending manner

· Don’t give him orders

· Don’t correct him in front of others

· Don’t make fun of him or belittle him

· Don’t ignore him or give him the silent treatment

· Don’t be argumentative 

b. Husbands need TOLERATION and ENCOURAGEMENT

· Be quick to forgive and when he makes a mistake, never rub his nose in it

· Let him know that you trust him and believe in him

· Give him praise when he deserves it

· Make him feel like he is special

· Don’t compare him with people you don’t like

c. Your spiritual behavior

· Never nag anyone, especially your husband, about the gospel or about Bible doctrine

· Don’t withhold supper or sex from him to bend him into your way of thinking

· Apply the doctrine of impersonal or unconditional love

· Use Faith-Rest while experiencing undeserved suffering

· Refuse to talk negatively about others

· Demonstrate a confident optimistic attitude

· Continue to take in doctrine but not in a way that would irritate or provoke him

· Continue to pray for him but not necessarily in his presence

LESSON  # 86   (3-13-07)
1 Peter 3:3-4 

 (NAS) And let not your adornment be merely external, braiding the hair, and wearing gold jewelry, or putting on dresses;  4) but let it be the hidden person of the heart, with the imperishable quality of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is precious in the sight of God.

1.  adornment, KOSMOS  (s)  n. nsm  order, arrangement, ornament, adornment, world.  We get our English word “cosmetics” from this word.  This is not a prohibition against wearing make-up. The lesson here is that the grooming of the soul is much more important than the outward grooming of the body.

2.  The exterior appearance should not be neglected, but it should not be emphasized to the exclusion of inner beauty. The real key is the adverb, “external.” It is an adverb of emphasis placed on the grooming of the soul but not to the neglect of overt grooming.

3.  Women putting on dresses  is not prohibited nor braiding their hair nor wearing jewelry in this verse, but the idea is that outer beauty is not to be emphasized over inner beauty. Peter was not telling women that they should not wear jewelry and nice clothes, but that as Christian wives, they should not think of their outer attire as the source of true beauty.

4.  While the world extols costly clothing and gold jewelry, a woman with a gentle and quiet spirit is precious to God.  We covered this same concept in II Corinthians 4:16  -  Therefore we do not lose heart, but though our outer man is decaying, yet our inner man is being renewed day by day.

5.  . . .the imperishable quality of a gentle and quiet spirit;   The entire sentence refers to the outward appearance of the body that eventually deteriorates and then perishes, but a gentle and quiet spirit is imperishable. In other words, it doesn’t matter what the condition or appearance of the body may be; we can still have a gentle and quiet spirit.

6.  The gentle spirit does not flash into anger, it takes harsh words gently and humbly. The quiet spirit is calm and tranquil, peaceful in itself and it spreads peace around.  It is not hypersensitive, not easily irritated, and doesn’t take umbrage at the slightest annoyance. 

7.  We don’t want to miss the adjective imperishable in this phrase.  APHTHARTOS   s)  n. dsn  immortal, lasting forever, incorruptible. Other things that are imperishable or incorruptible:

· God is incorruptible,  Rom. 1:23
· Crowns are imperishable,  1 Cor. 9:25

· Resurrection bodies are imperishable,  1 Cor. 15:52

· God is immortal,  1 Tim. 1:17

· Our inheritance is imperishable,  1 Peter 1:4

· Our regeneration and the Word of God is imperishable,  1 Peter 1:23

8.  The point being made is that a woman who refuses to cajole, manipulate, nag, or connive her husband into becoming a believer or a church-goer, and who quietly trusts the Lord to handle the issue, will definitely receive recompense.

1 Peter 3:5-6

For in this way in former times the holy women also, who hoped in God, used to adorn themselves, being submissive to their own husbands.  6) Thus Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord, and you have become her children if you do what is right without being frightened by any fear.

1.  For in this way  is referring to the humble, obedient, gentle, and tranquil spirit that is mentioned in the previous verse. Then he used Sarah as an illustration of this. It should be pointed out that Sarah’s attitude didn’t start that way. Her name was “Sarai” meaning  contentious, quarrelsome, ill-tempered.  She was a drop-dead gorgeous woman, but she was a vixen.  

2.  Gen. 16:1-8 reveals the type of woman Sarai was.  The Lord changed her name to “Sarah” meaning princess, noblewoman, Gen. 17:15.  She called Abraham, her husband, “Lord” meaning master in Gen. 18:12.
LESSON  # 87   (3-15-07)
3.  According to one midrash, Yod left Aleph to become part of Dalet, thus forming Hey. Since Aleph represents God and Dalet represents broken humanity, Hey is a picture of God within the human heart.  This function of Hey can be seen when Abram’s name “exalted father”, was changed to Abraham, “father of a great multitude”, and Sarai’s name was changed to Sarah.  

SARAI = contentious, ill-tempered

SARAH = princess

ABRAM = exalted father

ABRAHAM = father of a great multitude

LESSON  # 88   (3-22-07)

4.  Notice that the “holy women” hoped in God.  That means that they had confidence in God, they trusted God. 

5.  They did right by being chaste and respectful.  They had a gentle and quiet nature, and they obeyed their husbands.

6.  They were not afraid that the instructions given to them by God would not work, nor were they afraid that God would forget to take notice of and reward their obedience to Him and to their husbands.

report on the Chafer Seminary Conference that included “Understanding the Moslem Mind, Moslem Theology, and Evangelizing Moslems.

Examples of trusting the Lord in each and every circumstance of life, not questioning Him as to WHY, and of knowing that He has a purpose for each circumstance to ultimately bring us to maturity, to glorify Him, and to reap great blessings in time and eternity for us.

LESSON  # 89   (3-27-07)
1 Peter 3:7

You husbands likewise, live with your wives in an understanding way, as with a weaker vessel, since she is a woman; and grant her honor as a fellow heir of the grace of life, so that your prayers may not be hindered.

1.  You husbands likewise. . .  Just as the wife is required to be submissive to her husband, the husband is required to be submissive to the Lord and to his responsibilities and duties as a husband.

2   live with your wives in an understanding way. . .  KATA   GNOSIS   s)  according to knowledge.  Unfortunately, most husbands don’t have a clue when it comes to understanding their wives.  Where does one go to get that vital information?

     The Bible, of course!

3.  Society would have us believe that the only difference between men and women is the anatomical difference between them. Boy is that a crock!  Women are different in their souls. Men and women do not think the same. Their brains don’t function the same. 

4.  Females may dress like men, talk like men, walk like men, work like men, eat like men, or even have authority over men, but that doesn’t mean they think like men. The moment a husband starts to treat his wife the way he would treat another man, he is in heap big trouble. Why/  Because he is not living with her according to knowledge.

5.  Isn’t it interesting gentlemen that our relationship with God and our relationship with our wives depends on KNOWLEDGE.  This knowledge produces discernment and discernment is crucial.  


Example:  The husband has authority over his wife and he must learn how and when to use that authority.  There is a time to assert authority and a time to be tolerant.  A time to be firm and a time to be flexible.  Any husband who jumps on his wife every time she steps out of line without giving her time to make the necessary corrections herself will eventually destroy their relationship.  On the other hand, he must not be afraid or intimidated to assert his authority.  He must not allow her to disregard him to the point that she loses respect for him. There must be balance and wisdom. Timing is always critical and the husband must be very sensitive to timing .  The right thing can be done at the wrong time and it can become a disaster. Give emotions time to cool because discussions can turn into arguments or shout fests when emotions are running high. He must always strive to be gentle and sensitive, even when he is asserting his authority, but there are times when he may have to be especially firm and forceful. This does not suggest that its OK for him to lose his temper or his objectivity.  

6.  . . . as with a weaker vessel, since she is a woman; and grant her honor as a fellow heir of the grace of life. . .  Throughout history the disparity of the sexes has been the cause of the degradation of women among the heathen; Christianity makes it the ground of tender consideration.  Still in many parts of the world, women are treated no better than cattle or livestock. Areas where Christianity has not taken root is where women suffer the most. Even in modern areas in the Mid-East, women face tremendous suffering and degradation.

7.  a weaker vessel;   ASTHENEO   A =not,   STHENEO = strong.   This refers to women being weaker physically but certainly not intellectually. Most women in our country would take issue with this phrase. They are physically weaker in that they don’t have the physical strength males have, but they do have to deal with issues that men don’t, such as menstruation and pregnancy.   

8.  and grant her honor;  APONEMO  part. pa, present tense, keep on granting them honor. Males should never, never, never use their superior strength as a lever to harm or subjugate women. Husbands are required to honor them and to use their strength to provide for and protect them.  Woe to the male that ignores this admonition from God.  Women are to be honored, not looked down on as something inferior for men to use or abuse.

9.  The fact that they are weaker does not mean that they are less valuable, less important, or inferior in any way.  After all, 1 Cor. 11:7 says, “the woman is the glory of man.”

10. Women are fellow heir of the grace of life;  What is the “grace of life”?  If the wife was a believer, it would refer to eternal salvation. If she was an unbeliever, it would refer to the things of life that God graciously bestows on believers and unbelievers alike.

11. that your prayers may not be hindered;   If a husband is not honoring his wife and the wife is not submitting to his authority, then there will be bickering, variance, acrimony, animosity, rancor, ill-will, jealousy, spite, lack of affection, and possible blood-shed.  All of these are in opposition to the spirit of prayer and a good corporate testimony.  MAS always affect one’s spiritual life.

So what kind of specific behavior shows the wife that you love her?

· Let her know that you appreciate her 

· Give her praise when she deserves it and praise her before others 

· Don’t leave her out of conversations with others like she isn’t there

· Don’t talk down to her in a condescending manner

· Don’t correct her in front of others

· Don’t make fun of her or belittle her

· Don’t ignore her, or act like you’ve got something better to do than to listen to her  

Wives need TOLERATION and ENCOURAGEMENT

· Be quick to forgive and when she makes a mistake, never rub her nose in it

· Make her feel like she is special

· Show your gratitude for the little things she does as well as the big

Your spiritual behavior

· The husband is the spiritual leader of his home. He should provide a daily time, place and source of doctrinal study for himself and his wife. He should make it a rule that Bible Class night takes precedence over all other plans. This is one of their greatest testimonies before others that as much as they love family, birthdays, ball games, other organizations, and their businesses, everyone should know that this unique married couple would not  accept an invitation to a social or meeting if it is on a Bible Class night. 

· Never nag anyone, especially your wife

· Apply the doctrine of impersonal or unconditional love

· Use Faith-Rest while experiencing undeserved suffering

· Refuse to talk negatively about others

· Demonstrate a confident optimistic attitude
· Always pray for your wife
LESSON  # 90   (3-29-07)

Women resent gaining charge of the household. When they can usurp their husbands’ authority like that, they lose their respect for them. Husbands need discernment as to how and when to assert authority. 

Review the above.

LESSON  # 91   (4-3-07)
1 Peter 3:8-9

To sum up, let all be harmonious, sympathetic, brotherly, kindhearted, and humble in spirit;  9) not returning evil for evil, or insult for insult, but giving a blessing instead; for you were called for the very purpose that you might inherit a blessing.

1.  Now we have five adjectives describing what every believer should be like:

*harmonious,  HOMOPHRON  HOMO = the same,  PHRON = mind or understanding. So it means to be like-minded.  

2.  *sympathetic, SUMPATHES  s);  This is where we get the English word “sympathy” and “sympathetic”.  We are to  sympathize with other believers.  Weep with those who weep and rejoice with those who rejoice.

3.  *brotherly,  PHILADELPHOS  s)  PHILOS = love,  ADELPHOS = brother  thus brotherly love.

4.  kindhearted,  EUSPLAGCHNOS  (s), EU = good, SPLAGCHNOS = bowels;  to be compassionate, tender-hearted

“Greek usage in the pre-Christian period, does not view the σπλάγχνα as the seat of heart-felt mercy, as in later Jewish and the first Christian writings.” Theological dictionary of the New Testament. 1964-c1976. Vols. 5-9 edited by Gerhard Friedrich. Vol. 10 compiled by Ronald Pitkin. (G. Kittel, G. W. Bromiley & G. Friedrich, Ed.) (electronic ed.) (7:549). Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans.

5.  humble in spirit,  TAPEINOPHROSUNE  To be kind, courteous, considerate, polite and well-mannered. 

“For the aristocratic culture of ancient Greece the worth of a man was determined by his parentage. A noble mind and virtue were inherited and could not be acquired.”  Theological dictionary of the New Testament. 

6.  Similar verses:  Eph. 4:2, 31-32, Col. 3:12

7.  not returning evil for evil, or insult for insult,   LOIDORIA  ( “to reproach,” “insult,” “revile,” even “blaspheme,” though it is not a religious term. In public life in Greece insult and calumny played a considerable part, whether among the heroes, in political life in the democracies, in comedy, or in the great orators. Not to be susceptible was part of the art of living, though in fact a great deal of objective harm was done by this love of denigration.﻿﻿ Theological dictionary of the New Testament
  
Believers are not allowed to indulge in “I’ll get you” attitude or any kind of revenge tactics. They are to wait for the Lord’s vindication. 

Rom. 12:17 - never repay evil with evil to anyone,  Romans 12:19 -  Never take your own revenge, beloved, but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is written, "Vengeance is Mine, I will repay," says the Lord.   Matthew 5:43-44  - "You have heard that it was said, 'You shall love your neighbor, and hate your enemy.'  44) "But I say to you, love your enemies, and pray for those who persecute you
8.  but giving a blessing instead,  EULOGIA  pt. pa  EU = good,  LOGIA = word;  so it means to speak well of, praise, act kindly. Of course, speaking well of someone who has done us wrong or insulted us is against our nature and cannot be done apart from the empowerment of the filling of the Holy Spirit. See I Cor. 4:11-13.
9.  for you were called for the very purpose,  KALEO  v. api  to call, invite, to call to a task. This phrase can be connected to what we find in I Peter 2:21 -  For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you. . .  


If we are to be conformed to the image of God’s Son, Rom. 8:29, then we must patiently endure suffering and not return evil for evil.

10. that you might inherit a blessing,  KLERONOMEO  v. aas,  to receive, inherit, gain possession. The active voice means that we must do something, comply with this verse to obtain the blessing. The subjunctive mood tells us that this blessing is a potential, not a guarantee. The Greek word for blessing is the same one used earlier in this verse.

LESSON  # 92   (4-5-07)












1 Peter 3:10-12
 For, "Let him who means to love life and see good days Refrain his tongue from evil and his lips from speaking guile.  11) "And let him turn away from evil and do good; Let him seek peace and pursue it.  12) "For the eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, And His ears attend to their prayer, But the face of the Lord is against those who do evil."

1.  Now Paul quotes Psalm 34:12-16:
     For, let him who means;  THELO (pt. pa, to will, wish, desire, want, to have in mind. This is a substantival participle that can be translated, those who keep on desiring.
2.  to love life;  “Who wishes to live so that he will not weary of life; so that he may love it, so that he may have a life really worth living”. There is a love of life that can only lead to the loss of the true life, John 2:25.  This phrase is not referring to a tenacious clinging to this life because the fear of death is present.

3.  and see good days  does not necessarily include outward prosperity and everything going your way. Good days may include  suffering.  What makes a good day is a closer relationship with God, not having things go our way.


See is an aorist participle following two present participles. The idea is that we should be able to look back over our life in a point of time and see that it was a great life.  This doesn’t mean that everything in it was great or pleasant but that overall, it was a good life.  Also notice that this verse measures our time on earth in days, not years, because  we are only give a day at a time. 


4.  Refrain his tongue from evil and his lips from speaking guile.   Refrain  PAUO  v. pam 3s, to stop, or cease.  We see in this verse the importance of controlling our tongues.  Evil,  KAKON  is a substantive genitive noun referring to the source of evil, the OSN.  Guile,  DOLOS  s)  n. asm, originally meant bait for fish; hence deceit, treachery, fraud.

5.  And let him turn away from evil,   EKKLINO    v. aam 3s, to turn away from, to stop doing something. This is a command. God never tells us to do something that we are unable to do because we have the power to turn away from the source of evil which is the world, the flesh (OSN), and the devil. 

6.  and do good  means to produce divine good.  A believer who does not know how to be filled with the Holy Spirit cannot obey this command; all he can produce is human good.

7.  Let him seek peace;  ZETEO  v. aam 3s, to try to find something, to seek information;  peace,  EIRENE  n. asf,


peace, tranquility, freedom from worry. The context suggests a tranquility of soul.

8.  and pursue it;   DIOKO  v. aam 3s, to pursue, press forward, follow in haste.  Once we find tranquility of soul, we must pursue it.  You must be able to answer two questions; “Where can I find it?” and “How can I keep it once I have found it?”

LESSON  # 93   (4-10-07)
9.  For the eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and His ears attend to their prayer.  We have two anthropomorphisms in this verse, “eyes” and “ears”.  The righteous refers to believers.  All believers have God’s own righteousness, Rom. 4:3-5.  

10.  But the face of the Lord is against those who do evil  is not referring to unbelievers but to carnal believers. Have you ever noticed the face of someone who is displeased with you?  This is a kind of body language that is hard to miss. The thought of the Lord’s face being against us is a chilling thought. It should stop us dead in our tracks and cause us to acknowledge that we are on the wrong track so that we start doing what is right.

The Greek word for do is a present active participle which is in the plural. It refers to carnal believers who keep on doing evil.  The Lord’s eye is upon the good and the evil. The apostle omits the words that follow in the psalm, “to cut off the remembrance of them from the earth,” perhaps because he wishes us to regard the spiritual rather than the temporal consequences of our actions.  The Pulpit Commentary: 1 Peter. 2004 (H. D. M. Spence-Jones, Ed.) (131). Bellingham, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc.

1 Peter 3:13

 And who is there to harm you if you prove zealous for what is good?

1.  The if  sets up a 3rd class conditional clause, maybe you will or maybe you won’t.

2.  The answer to this question is not given but the next verse implies that there are those who will try to harm you for being zealous for what is good.  So what ! ! !  If they cause you to suffer, YOU ARE BLESSED AND GOD IS GLORIFIED.

LESSON  # 94  (4-12-07)

1 Peter 3:14-16

14) But even if you should suffer for the sake of righteousness, you are blessed. And do not fear their intimidation, and do not be troubled,  15) but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence;  16) and keep a good conscience so that in the thing in which you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to shame.

1.  But even if you should suffer for the sake of righteousness;  We have here a rare 4th class conditional clause, if, I wish you were but you are not. The Greek word for suffer  is PASCHO  v. pao, meaning to undergo something, to endure suffering.  The optative mood is rare and is the mood of desire or the possibility of something.  The idea Peter is presenting is that  they were not suffering for the sake of righteousness, but he wished that they were.

2.  you are blessed;  MAKARIOS  (s)  adj. npm, blessed, happy, fortunate. There is no “you are” in the Greek, it just says ‘blessed” or “happy”.  So, when we experience undeserved suffering, the purpose is what?  OUR BLESSING!

3.  Do you understand the implications of this?  It means that we don’t have to depend on our circumstances in order to be happy.  If it doesn’t depend on our circumstances, then what does it depend on?  Knowing and applying Bible doctrine.

4.  This tremendous asset is not available to unbelievers, spiritually ignorant believers, or carnal believers.

LESSON  # 95   (4-17-07)
5.  This does not necessarily mean that our problems will go away or that our suffering will cease. The fact is, that doesn’t matter because it doesn’t affect our contentment or happiness. We don’t even have to worry about our enemies. Proverbs 16:7  -   When a man's ways are pleasing to the LORD, He makes even his enemies to be at peace with him.

6.  The Greek word for “blessed” is in the plural.  We have the potential for blessings or happinesses when we patiently endure undeserved suffering. This happiness is not meant to delight us but to highly honor us. Notice how close this first sentence in verse 14 is to what our Lord said in Matthew 5:10 - Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

7.  Now we have a quote from Isa. 8:12  -  And do not fear their intimidation, and do not be troubled.  This is saying, “Do not be afraid of the terror they cause.”  Peter was preparing these saints for the suffering they would soon experience.  

8.  A few verses come to mind here:


Psalm 112:7  -  He will not fear evil tidings; His heart is steadfast, trusting in the LORD.

Matthew 10:28  -  And do not fear those who kill the body, but are unable to kill the soul; but rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.

Psalm 56:3-4   -  When I am afraid, I will put my trust in Thee.  4) In God, whose word I praise, In God I have put my trust; I shall not be afraid. What can mere man do to me?

Psalm 34:4  -   I sought the LORD, and He answered me, And delivered me from all my fears.

Proverbs 1:33   -  But he who listens to me shall live securely, And shall be at ease from the dread of evil.

Proverbs 3:25-26   -  Do not be afraid of sudden fear, Nor of the onslaught of the wicked when it comes;  26) For the LORD will be your confidence, And will keep your foot from being caught.

Isaiah 26:3-4   -  Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose] mind is stayed on thee: because he trusteth in thee.  4) Trust ye in the LORD for ever: for in the LORD JEHOVAH is everlasting strength:

9.  The MAS of fear cancels the blessings of undeserved suffering, and it is only during our time here on earth that He can bless us this way because there will be no more suffering in heaven.

10.  15) but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts. . .   This starts out with the conjunction of contrast “but”.  Instead of fearing the terror that someone may cause, do something else, sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts. This is a quote from  Isaiah 8:13   -   Sanctify the LORD of hosts himself; and let him be your fear, and let him be your dread.

The fear of the Lord conquers every other fear!


Similar verses:

Psalm 76:7  -  Thou, even thou, art to be feared: and who may stand in thy sight when once thou art angry?


Hebrews 10:30-31  -  For we know Him who said, "Vengeance is Mine, I will repay." And again, "The Lord will judge His people."  31 It is a terrifying thing to fall into the hands of the living God.


Luke 12:5  -  But I will forewarn you whom ye shall fear: Fear him, which after he hath killed hath power to cast into hell; yea, I say unto you, Fear him.

Hebrews 12:28-29  - . . . let us show gratitude, by which we may offer to God an acceptable service with reverence and awe;  29) for our God is a consuming fire.


Sanctify,  HAGIAZO  (v. aam.,  to set apart as sacred, to revere, to dedicate or consecrate as holy.  We are to consider Christ as Lord,  KURIOS  (s)  n. asm,  Lord, Master, supreme authority, Sovereign in our hearts.  

11.  The great majority of believers have not complied with this mandate.  Some may find this to be an audacious or shocking statement, but it shouldn’t be. Most church-going Christians have nothing more than a fuzzy idea who Christ really is and don’t have a clue how to be spiritual or how to execute the unique spiritual life of the Church Age.

12.  How do we sanctify Christ as Lord in our hearts?  We make a conscious decision to submit to the Living Word and written Word.  We make learning and applying the Bible (the mind of Christ, I Cor. 2:16, our number one priority in life.  We cannot be conformed to the image of Christ apart from doing this, Rom. 8:29.
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13.  always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you

a.   First, we must recognize that we will not be able to comply with what is stated in this scripture if we fail to obey the preceding command to sanctify Christ as Lord in our hearts

b. It is hard to overstate the importance of always being ready.  Not only are we always to be ready to give an answer; we are to always be ready to defend our confident assertions to anyone who may question them.

c. We are to present to the unsaved and unknowing an account of what we believe and why we believe it.  Telling people what you believe without giving them a  sound reason or evidence for what you believe really doesn’t mean veru much.

14.   to make a defense;  “to make” is not in the Greek;  defense,  APOLOGIA  n. asf, to defend oneself, to make a formal defense or justification in court.  Our English words “apologetics” and “apologist” come from this Greek word.  “Apologetics” is the branch of theology that deals with the defense of the faith. 

15.  to everyone who asks you,  AITEO  pt. pa, to ask, request, or demand. The present tense suggests that we are not to put a limit on the number of questions we’ll respond to.  If they keep asking, we keep on answering.

16.  to give an account;   Most translations say, “for a reason”.  LOGOS  s) n. asm  word, statement, assertion, message.  Isn’t it interesting that we are to give them “a word” or better yet, “the Word”.

17.   for the hope that is in you,  ELPIS  s)  n. gsf  confident expectation.  Notice that this is not a confident expectation society teaches or a popular idea that is caught on to by the masses or by someone else. This is a confident expectation in you.  Again, what is that confidence based on?  Bible doctrine circulating in your stream of consciousness.  No doctrine, no confidence.

18.   Examples of questions we must be ready to confidently answer:


Why are you so sure that you are going to heaven?

Why do you believe in the Bible?

Why do you say that people no longer speak in tongues? 

What’s wrong with being a homosexual?


Why do you say that you don’t have to be baptized to be saved?   
Why get married, why not just move in together?


Why don’t you believe that marriage is 50 – 50?


What’s wrong with having a woman pastor?


Why are you opposed to observing Lent?


Why do you believe that Jesus is God?


Why do I need to go to church?



Is it wrong for parents to spank their children?


Why are you for capital punishment?



What happens when you die?


Why do you believe Christ rose from the dead?


What is Calvinism?


Can a person lose their salvation?



What is spirituality?


Why don’t you believe in tithing?



What’s wrong with the purpose driven church?


Is suicide the unforgivable sin?



Why are you a pre-millennialist? 


What happens to babies when they die?


Why don’t you believe in reincarnation?


What happens to people who never hear the gospel?

Why do you pray in Jesus’ name?


What about “faith without works”? James 2:20


Why does God allow such wickedness to exist.


Why do you believe in the Trinity?



Do people in hell get a second chance?

What’s wrong with evolution?




Isn’t gun control a good thing?
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     HOPE

NOTE:  All references to hope hat follow refers to “true hope” or a “biblical hope”, a confidence based on the Word of God. 

=s      =        s

      SPOUDAZO     =         EPIGNOSIS    =        ELPIS      PROSDOKIA

Eager positive volitioin    =              Knowledge             =                 Confident   Expectation

                                                           of Bible Doc.                  Personal Sense of Eternal Destiny   
The first hope that one must acquire is that of eternal life which is called eternal security.  

Titus 1:1-2  -  the knowledge of the truth. . .   2) in the hope of eternal life, which God, who cannot lie, promised long ages ago.
The second hope is that of you destiny or personal sense of eternal destiny.

Both of these take knowledge of doctrine, but the second one takes much more knowledge than the first.

1. Hope cannot be bought, it is not for sale.

2. No politician can give you hope. 

Psalm 118:8  -  It is better to take refuge in the LORD than to trust in man.  

Jer. 17:5  -  Cursed is the man who trusts in mankind and makes flesh his strength. . . 
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3. Hope cannot be legislated.  Even good laws do not produce morality or virtue; they can be ignored, unknown or broken.  Laws can be changed or taken off the books.  Hope is based on the immutable, infallible Word of God that lives and abides forever.

4. Hope only comes from God, therefore it is only available to believers.  

 Eph. 2:12  -  . . . [unbelievers] having no hope and without God in the world.

5.    Hope is not  automatic for believers. Ignorant believers have no hope.  Believers can grieve like unbelievers who have no hope, I Thess. 4:13.
6.    A believer cannot have confidence about the future when he doesn’t know what the future holds. Your confidence level depends on the amount of doctrine circulating in your stream of consciousness.

7.    This “hope” or “confidence” not only applies to issues that are eschatological in nature, but also to any of the exigencies we may face in life.

Mechanics of Hope

Going forward into your above-and-beyond dreams future brings back great strength and power into your present to help you overcome your problems. You are aware that your undeserved suffering is for your blessing and God’s glory.  

Confidence equals Comfort

a. You know that the Bible is the Word of God,  II Tim. 3:16.
b. You know the purpose of your suffering or discomfort,  I Peter 3:14.
c. You know that you will not be tested beyond what you are able to bear,  I Cor. 10:13.
d. You know that God will never leave you or forsake you,  Heb. 13:5.
e. You know that your pain and suffering is temporary,  Rev. 21:4.
f. You know that God’s grace is sufficient for any situation,  II Cor. 12:9.
g.  You know that there is a wonderful glorious future ahead for you,  I Cor. 2:9-10.

h. You know that great rewards may be part of that wonderful future,  Heb. 10:35.
i.   You know that you can do all things through the power of the H.S.,  Phil. 4:13.

Romans 15:4   -  For whatever was written in earlier times was written for our instruction, that through perseverance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.

Colossians 4:5-6   -  Conduct yourselves with wisdom toward outsiders, making the most of the opportunity.  6 Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned, as it were, with salt, so that you may know how you should respond to each person.

Matthew 5:13-16  -   "You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt has become tasteless, how will it be made salty again? It is good for nothing anymore, except to be thrown out and trampled under foot by men.  14) "You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden.  15) "Nor do men light a lamp, and put it under the peck-measure, but on the lampstand; and it gives light to all who are in the house.  16) "Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.

FEAR IS OUR ENEMY:

1.  There are many believers who are not willing to obey the command to “sanctify Christ in your heart,”  i.e. make doctrine their number one priority because they are afraid that it would cramp their style. They are afraid that they might have to give up something or do something that they don’t want to do.

2.  So these people muddle through life in a state of confusion, trying to eek out some measure of happiness, contentment, or peace by  chasing after what society and other people tell them will make them happy.  They believe the sugar-coated lies from the evil one.

3.  There are also believers who are afraid to tell others what they believe and why they believe it because they are afraid that others may reject them or question what they say.

4.  We are not responsible for whether people accept or reject the truth that we impart to them, however we are responsible to give them the truth.  Its not you who has the problem if they reject the assertions you make which are backed by sound biblical fact, they are the ones with the problem because they have rejected the Almighty God of this Universe.

5.  Some are afraid to speak out because they are afraid that they will be embarrassed if someone asks them a question and they don’t know the answer.  This is an arrogant attitude that focuses more on self than on others.  If someone asks a question that you don’t 

know how to answer , say “That is a good question, I don’t know the answer, but I can assure you that I will find out the answer and let you know .”

6.  Some are afraid that it will deteriorate into an argument ,and they don’t want any kind of disharmony or hard feelings.  No problem. It takes two to argue.  If they disagree, simply ask them why and what they basing their belief on. There is no reason for people to get angry with one another because they disagree on something.  If they don’t want to discuss it, fine, talk about something else, it is their loss, not yours.  

7.  We must not allow these things to prevent us from reaching others.  We should have the same attitude as the prophets, Paul, and our Lord:
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     Isaiah 1:18   -  "Come now, and let us reason together," Says the LORD,


Isaiah 41:21   -   "Present your case," the LORD says. "Bring forward your strong arguments," The King of Jacob says.


1 Samuel 12:7   -  Now therefore stand still, that I may reason with you before the LORD of all the righteous acts of the LORD, which he did to you and to your fathers.    (Samuel speaking to the Israelites)


Micah 6:1-3  -  Hear now what the LORD is saying, "Arise, plead your case before the mountains, And let the hills hear your voice.  2) "Listen, you mountains, to the indictment of the LORD, And you enduring foundations of the earth, Because the LORD has a case against His people; Even with Israel He will dispute.  3) "My people, what have I done to you, And how have I wearied you? Answer Me.


Acts 17:2-3  -   And according to Paul's custom, he went to them, and for three Sabbaths reasoned with them from the Scriptures,  3) explaining and giving evidence that the Christ had to suffer and rise again from the dead, and saying, "This Jesus whom I am proclaiming to you is the Christ."


Acts 18:4   -  And he was reasoning in the synagogue every Sabbath and trying to persuade Jews and Greeks.
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There is still one phrase that we must review before we are through with verse 15  . . . yet with gentleness and reverence. If you have been studying the Word of God for awhile under a competent, prepared pastor-teacher, you have the advantage over someone who knows little or nothing about the Bible.  This phrase reminds us that we are not allowed to be arrogant about our knowledge of the Bible, to be condescending , or to play “spiritual king of the mountain”.  Giving a defense for the hope/confidence that is in you does not include lording it over anyone.  The goal is to persuade them to think for themselves and to honestly consider the facts that you have presented that are backed by the Word of God. We should be as shrewd as serpents but as harmless as doves,  Matt. 10:16.  The most powerful and effective way to accomplish this is by asking a lot of questions.

The most important issue that must be addressed with any person, regardless of their religious affiliation, is what will happen to them after they die.  Where will they spend eternity? 

Most people believe that some work must be performed before they can be saved such as water baptism, confirmation, repentance of sins, church membership, public confession of faith, making Christ, Lord of your life, being a good person, etc. 

Our job is to challenge them to biblically support their claim.  We do this by asking  questions.

Our job is to challenge them to biblically support their claim.  We do this by asking  questions.

They cannot biblically support their claim.
What if they challenge the validity of the Bible?

Ask them if they have ever read it.

1. If they haven’t, they have no legitimate right to denounce it.

2.  If they have read it, ask them specifically what scriptures caused them to doubt that it is the Word of God.

3.  Use scriptures to support your claim whether they accept the Bible or not.

2 Pet 1:2-3  -  Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord; seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him . . .

2 Tim. 3:16  -  All scripture is God breathed and is profitable for doctrine, reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness; that the man of God may be complete thoroughly furnished unto all good works.
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1 Peter 3:16

. . . and keep a good conscience so that in the thing in which you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to shame.

1.  keep,  ECHO  pt. pa, keep on having.     

2.  a good conscience,   AGATHOS  (s) adj. asf, good of intrinsic value, divine good.  Conscience,  SUNEIDESIS  (s)  n. asf, to know with, to know right or wrong based on the absolute norms and standards from doctrine that are in a person’s heart, kardia.
3. There will be those who will slander you and revile you, not only when your behavior is bad, but when you know the truth and stand by it.

4. This verse is not referring to living a moral lifestyle that is beyond reproach. The objective is that the conscience and the norms and standards in it will line up with the Bible doctrine. This does not refer to a clear conscience; it refers to having a conscience that has norms and standards based on Bible doctrine. It means to have divine viewpoint. It has nothing to do with feeling that everything is all right because you’ve done nothing wrong. A good conscience is doctrine circulating in your stream of conscience. 

 5. Our defense of the hope that is in us must not be just a lot of hot air rhetoric. We cannot keep a good conscience if we have memorized certain verses and adopted a religious vocabulary but cannot articulate spiritual concepts to others or verses if they have no real impact in our own lives. Our defense of the faith will not be convincing unless it comes from the heart and is backed by our lifestyle.

6.  slandered,  KATALALEO  v. ppi ;  KATA, down, low +  LALEO, to speak, to speak down, to gossip or malign, to slander.  Most people do not know the truth and when they hear it, they don’t like it.  So they attack the one who speaks the truth.

7.  revile,  EPEREAZO  pt. pa, to mistreat or to insult with the implication of threats and abuse

8.  Even though you may be denounced, insulted, maligned, or humiliated for your stand for truth, the fact that your conscience tells you through the Bible doctrine you have learned and the norms and standards you have established, that you are doing the right thing and that you are on the right track.

9.  your good behavior in Christ may be put to shame. The good manner of life goes with the good conscience. The norms and standards in the kardia are manifested in your behavior. Your way of life lines up with the conscience and that is exactly the way God wants it. You are not only talking the talk, you are also walking the walk.

10. When what you do does not line up with what you say, your credibility is damaged, destroyed, kaput.

11. When you know doctrine, you express doctrine, and you live by doctrine, those who slander and revile you are put to shame. They usually become irritated and frustrated, but there is a chance that they may be humbled.  

12.  Peter was also communicating the fact that good behavior is the best defense against unjust punishment and persecution.

1 Peter 3:17

 For it is better, if God should will it so, that you suffer for doing what is right rather than for doing what is wrong.

1.  The if is a 4th class conditional clause.  

2.  should,   THELO  v. pao.  The optitive mood infers that the believers were not experiencing undeserved suffering but punitive suffering or suffering for their own bad decisions.  He expressed his thoughts on this earlier in this epistle: 

    1 Peter 2:20 -  For what credit is there if, when you sin and are harshly treated, you endure it with patience? But if when you do what is right and suffer for it you patiently endure it, this finds favor with God.


                                                                                                                           
3. The suffering mentioned in this verse means what kind of suffering?  Undeserved.  
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4.  doing what is right,  AGATHOPOIEO   pt. pa, to do good, to do right, to produce Divine Good under the filling of the Holy Spirit..
5.  doing what is wrong,  KAKOPOIEO  pt. pa, to do wrong, evil, harm, injure under the influence of the OSN.
6.  One thing this verse does is document the fact that believers can do evil, wrong, and harm. When a believer is in carnality or reversionism, his behavior may be no different than any unbeliever’s behavior.

     1 Peter 2:20 -  For what credit is there if, when you sin and are harshly treated, you endure it with patience? But if when you do what is right and suffer for it you patiently endure it, this finds favor with God.

7.  If we are to avoid suffering for doing what is wrong, we must be able to make certain judgments to determine what is right and what is wrong.  We are not breaking the command found in Matt. 7:1 to judge not.  We are to judge the issues but not the people involved in the issues.

1 Peter 3:18-20 

For Christ also died  [spiritually]  for sins once for all, the just for the unjust, in order that He might bring us to God, having been put to death in the flesh, but made alive  [resurrected]  in  [by]  the  [Holy]  spirit;  19) in which also He went and made proclamation to the spirits now in prison,  20) who once were disobedient, when the patience of God kept waiting in the days of Noah, during the construction of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through the water.

1.  For Christ also died for sins once for all   is a monumental phrase!  

2.  died    PASCHO  v. aai, to experience or suffer death. The active voice indicates that Christ voluntarily gave up his life on the cross; it was not taken from Him.

3.  for sins   is a statement of the purpose of Christ’s mission on planet earth.

4. once for all   is in clear contrast with the Old Testament sacrifice on the Day of Atonement each year, and it declares the complete sufficiency of Christ’s death, once,  HAPAX  (one time and only one time.


Hebrews 10:10-14   -  By this will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.  11) And every priest stands daily ministering and offering time after time the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins;  12) but He, having offered one sacrifice for sins for all time, sat down at the right hand of God,  13) waiting from that time onward until His enemies be made a footstool for His feet.  14) For by one offering He has perfected for all time those who are sanctified.

5.  the just for the unjust,  DIKAIOS  s)  HYPER  ()  ADIKAIOS  (s), the righteous for the unrighteous.  This speaks of the substitutionary aspect of Christ’s death on the cross for us.  We deserved to die, not Christ.


Romans 5:8  -  But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.


No one needs to work to have a righteous standing before God, which is impossible to obtain anyway, because when we believe in Jesus Christ, God imputes His own righteousness to us.   Romans 4:5  -   But to the one who does not work, but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is reckoned as righteousness,

6.  in order that He might bring us to God,  PROSAGO  v. aas, to bring into the presence of or face-to-face with. God is perfect and we are not; the only way we can be face-to-face with God is by having His perfect righteousness positionally and temporally.

7.  having been put to death in the flesh,  Christ actually died twice on the cross. First He died spiritually to secure our salvation, then He died physically because His mission on earth had been accomplished.  

8.  but made alive [resurrected];  but sets up a contrast between physical death and resurrected life.  It also sets up a contrast between undeserved suffering and the great blessing that follows.

9.  in  [by]  the  [Holy]  spirit ;  The KJV says “quickened by the Spirit,”  The NIV says, “made alive by the Spirit;”  Jesus Christ was resurrected physically under the power of God the Holy Spirit.  Romans 8:11  -   But if the Spirit of Him  [H.S.]  who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you  [and He does],  He who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who indwells you.

10.  Jesus Christ’s resurrection body was physical, not spiritual.  Matt. 28:9, Luke 24:39, John 20:27-28
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11.  19) in which also He  [Christ]  went and made proclamation to the spirits now in prison.  To understand this verse, there must be a basic understanding of the angelic conflict.

THE  ANGELIC  CONFLICT

1. God created angels long before man was created.  Lucifer, who later became known as Satan that means adversary, accuser, or attorney, used the volition that God gave him, to go against God, Isa. 14:12-15, Ezek. 28:15.

2. One third of the angels joined him in his rebellion against God, Rev. 12:4.  So there became two classifications of angels: Elect Angels, those who did not join Satan, and Fallen, non-elect, Angels who joined Satan.
3. Satan and his angels were sentenced to the Lake of Fire, Matt. 25:41, however the sentence will not be carried out until the end of time, Rev. 20.
4. Therefore, we arrive at two conclusions:
a) Satan must have appealed his sentence.  No doubt he protested, “Not fair!”

b) Man was created to resolve the Angelic Conflict. Through this lesser creature called man, God would demonstrate to Satan and to everyone else two things:

(1)  Creatures are responsible for the choices they make with the volition God gave them.
(2)  A loving God can save creatures and still maintain His perfect character.

5. So man was created with free will and God used a prohibition concerning a tree to test his volition, Gen. 2:17.

6. Of course, man used his volition to go against God and went under the condemnation of God.

7. For a moment, it looked very grim indeed as if Satan had won.  He certainly didn’t think that God would simply wipe out mankind He had created expressly to demonstrate His perfect character.  Satan had reasoned that if man went negative and sinned, God would be forced to withdraw the fallen angels’ and his own sentence to the Lake of Fire.  

8. If God spared man, He would also be forced to spare Satan and his followers.  Satan certainly underestimated the depth of God’s love and grace. He never expected God to take on the form of man, Phil. 2:5-8, Heb. 2:9-14, a creature lower than angels, in order to save man, a creature that did not deserve to be saved.

9. When God set up another tree, the cross, the issue was still alive, and Satan began his attempts to negate the Cross.  

10. The first promise of a Savior for mankind was given in Gen. 3:15.  With this great promise, God announced the ultimate defeat of Satan and put His perfect character and the Angelic Conflict itself on the line.

11. Satan wasted no time in trying to keep the “Seed of the woman” from becoming a man and going to the cross.  He inspired Cain to murder his brother Able, but the line of Christ was easily transferred to Seth who was born later.

12. There were numerous attacks by Satan to prevent the First Advent and the Cross. One of the most insidious attacks is found in the first 10 verses of Genesis, chapter 6, where Satan tried to corrupt true humanity. The “Seed of the woman”, Jesus Christ, had to be true humanity born out from the woman who was true humanity. If Satan could corrupt true humanity so that it was no longer true humanity, then God could not keep His promise, and Satan would win the Angelic Conflict.

 Genesis 6:1  -  Now it came about, when men  [generic term for both male and female]  began to multiply on the face of the land, and daughters  [idiom for an excess of beautiful women]  were born to them,

Genesis 6:2  -  that the sons of God   [beni-ha-elohim, always used for angels, never men]  saw that the daughters of men were beautiful; and they took wives for themselves  [cohabited with women],  whomever they chose.

God had set up boundaries, rules of engagement, for the conflict. Co-mingling of angelic creatures with human creatures was strictly forbidden.  Before the Flood, this co-mingling was possible even though it was prohibited, 1 Peter 3:19-20, Jude 6.
After the Flood, even the possibility of procreation between the species was cut off and those who had been so involved were either destroyed or incarcerated to make doubly sure it would never happen again.

Genesis 6:3  -  Then the LORD said, "My Spirit shall not strive  [convicting ministry of the Holy Spirit]  with man forever, because he also is flesh  [still some true humanity existed];  nevertheless his days shall be one hundred and twenty years."

Grace always precedes judgment.  God would use a man named Noah to preach the gospel to a fallen world for 120 years before they would be judged, 2 Peter 2:5.

Genesis 6:4  -  The Nephilim  [“fallen ones” the progeny of angels and women]  were on the earth in those days, and also afterward   [because],  when the sons of God came in to  [cohabited with]  the daughters of men, and they bore children to them. Those were the mighty men who were of old, men of renown  [famous].

Some translations say “Giants” instead of “Nephilim” but it still refers to the half-angelic, half-human creatures that we still see in mythological literature.  Most of these heroes are described as half human and half god like Zeus, Jason, Hercules, Perseus, Castor, Pollux, etc.  These creatures had completely taken over and corrupted the entire antediluvian race except for Noah and his seven family members.

Genesis 6:5  -   And GOD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.

Evidently, once man was corrupted by becoming part of the corrupted humanity, his Old Sin Nature worked overtime and he acquired extra-natural stature and power. He had reached the saturation point of wickedness because of his involvement with the fallen creatures.

Genesis 6:6   -   And the LORD was sorry  [repented]  that He had made man on the earth, and He was grieved in His heart.

This is an anthropopathism ascribing to God human characteristics in order to explain in terms of human language His policies, thoughts, acts, and decisions. It is a language of accommodation. God is immutable and does not change, Num. 23:19, 1 Sam. 15:29, Heb. 13:8, James 1:17.  God is never sorry and He never grieves in His heart; these are used because of the narrow frame of reference and the limited mentality of man.

Genesis 6:7  -  And the LORD said, "I will blot out man  [destroy corrupted mankind]  whom I have created from the face of the land, from man to animals to creeping things and to birds of the sky; for I am sorry that I have made them."

It was necessary for God to do this in order to preserve the true human race and to fulfill the promise made in Gen. 3”15.  Had He not done this, there would be no salvation for anyone.

Genesis 6:8  -   But Noah found favor  [grace]  in the eyes of the LORD.

God always has a remnant, those who are believers who trust in Him.  Noah found favor with God because he believed the gospel, Gen. 3:15, and learned and applied doctrine.

Genesis 6:9  -  These are the records of the generations of Noah. Noah was a righteous man, blameless in his time; Noah walked with God.

“Blameless in his time” means that Noah was perfect in his generations, genealogy.  Noah had imputed righteousness and he also had experiential righteousness as evidenced by walking with God. The Bible is very big on genealogy and you can see why.


Genesis 6:10-11  -   And Noah became the father of three sons: Shem, Ham, and Japheth.  11) Now the earth was corrupt in the sight of God, and the earth was filled with violence.

God put a wall of fire around Noah and his family as they worked on the Ark and as Noah preached the gospel so that no one, no matter how powerful or violent they were, could harm them.

Genesis 6:12  -  And God looked on the earth, and behold, it was corrupt  [true humanity was nearly extinct];  for all flesh  [the fallen super race]  had corrupted their way upon the earth.

Only Noah and his family were the pure, unadulterated true humans on earth.

Genesis 6:13  -  Then God said to Noah, "The end of all flesh has come before Me; for the earth is filled with violence because of them  [the Nephilim]; and behold, I am about to destroy them with the earth.

13.  There is a dire warning found in 2nd Peter for those who would rebel against God and reject the free gift of salvation through faith alone in Christ alone:
2 Peter 2:4-5  -    For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell  [Tartarus]  and committed them to pits of darkness, reserved for judgment;  5 and did not spare the ancient world, but preserved Noah, a preacher of righteousness, with seven others, when He brought a flood upon the world of the ungodly;
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14.  Another similar warning is found in Jude:

Jude 1:6  -   And angels who did not keep their own domain, but abandoned their proper abode, He has kept in eternal bonds under darkness for the judgment of the great day.


This darkness is a total, complete absence of light.  Remember that angels are light-beings; they cannot be killed as the Exodus generation was mentioned in verse 5 or the inhabitants of Sodom and Gomorrah mentioned in verse 7.  So God immobilizes them and shuts them down by turning off their switch. They are under the authority of darkness until God deals with them on the great day at the Great White Throne. 

15.  After Jesus Christ died on the cross, His spirit went to be with the Father, “Father into thy hands I commit my spirit” Luke 23:46; His soul went to Paradise:  He told the thief, “Today you will be with me in Paradise”’; His body went into the grave Luke 23:53.

Sometimes after the three days and three nights in the grave, Jesus made a trip to Tartarus in His resurrection body to make a victorious proclamation to the fallen angels in prison.

16.  18b)  having been put to death in the flesh, but made alive  [resurrected]  in  [by]  the  [Holy]  spirit;  19) in which  [power of the Holy Spirit]  also He  [Christ]  went and made proclamation to the spirits now in prison  [in Tartarus].  Christ’s sudden appearance to them in a resurrected body was visible evidence He had made it to the cross and secured victory in the Angelic Conflict.
17.   1 Peter 3:20  -   who once were disobedient, when the patience of God kept waiting in the days of Noah, during the construction of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through the water.  God gave them 120 years of grace before He poured out judgment.  The word for “ark” does not mean a sailing vessel but rather a chest used to preserve treasures.  There had never been rain or a boat or a ship before the Noah constructed the ark.
1 Peter 3:21-22

And corresponding to that, baptism now saves you-- not the removal of dirt from the flesh, but an appeal to God for a good conscience-- through the resurrection of Jesus Christ,  22) who is at the right hand of God, having gone into heaven, after angels and authorities and powers had been subjected to Him.

1.     Now we have a comparison between the Lord saving Noah and his family from the Flood and baptism that saves us now.  This is NOT a water baptism but is the baptism of the Holy Spirit.

The people of Genesis 6 that were immersed in the water were unbelievers and they were not saved but drowned.

2.    The verse goes on to make sure that water baptism is not in view, not the removal of dirt from the flesh. What is used to remove dirt from the flesh?  Water!  

3.     Ephesians 4:4-5  -  There is one body and one Spirit, just as also you were called in one hope of your calling;  5) one Lord, one faith, one baptism. . .

What type of baptism is one baptism mentioned here?  Is it a ritual water baptism performed by man or is it a real baptism performed by God the Holy Spirit known as the Baptism of the Holy Spirit?
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             BAPTISM
BAPTO   (  Used only 3 times:
To Dip,  Primary Meaning 
1.  Luke 16:24,  -  Rich man and Lazarus “… that he may dip the tip of his finger…”

2.  John 13:26,  - Christ pointing out Judas    “…and when He had dipped the morsel”

To Stain,  Secondary  Meaning 

3.  Rev. 19:13,  -  Christ’s robe stained, Isa:63:3   “…clothed with a vesture dipped in blood”
BAPTIZO   Used 80 Times;   Translated baptize as a verb and baptism ( baptizma )  as a noun.                  
To immerse,  Primary Meaning,  
A physical envelopment in an element that has the power to influence or change that which it envelops. Example: A sunken ship
Identification,  Secondary  Meaning,  


Departs somewhat from the original physical aspect and to mean that one thing is being brought under the  transforming power or influence of another thing so as to be identified with it.

“What ever is capable of thoroughly changing the character, state, or condition of any object, is capable of baptizing that object; and such change of character, state, or condition does in fact, baptize it.”    Dr. James W. Dale

REAL  BAPTISM       Does not include water and a real change or identification takes place.

RITUAL  BAPTISM   Does include water but no real change or identification takes place.

BAPTIZO    is  used  for  BOTH   REAL  and  RITUAL  BAPTISMS !

Matt. 3:11   -   As for me, I BAPTIZE   [ritual bapt.]  you with water because of your repentance, but He who is coming after me is mightier than I, and I am not fit to remove his sandals; He will BAPTIZE   [real bapt.]  you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.

REAL BAPTISMS

1.  BAPTISM OF MOSES, 1 Cor. 10:2.  The Israelites were identified with the Cloud and Moses as he went through the Red Sea.

2.  BAPTISM OF FIRE,  Matt. 3:11, 13:25, Luke 3:16.   Unbelievers will be identified with fire at the 2nd Advent.

3.  BAPTISM OF THE CUP (CROSS),  Matt. 20:22,   Luke 12:50.   The sins of the world were identified with Christ on the cross.

4.  BAPTISM OF THE HOLY SPIRIT,  Acts 1:5,  Rom. 6:3, 1 Cor. 12:16.  Church Age believers are identified with Christ.

RITUAL  BAPTISMS
1.  BAPTISM OF JOHN,  Matt. 3:1-11, John 1:25-33.    Water represents the Kingdom of Heaven.

2.  BAPTISM OF JESUS,  Matt. 3:13-1.   Water represents the Father’s will and plan.

3.  BELIEVER’S BAPTISM,   Acts 9:18, 10:47-48.  Water represents Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection.
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Back To 1 Peter 3:21-22

4.    Most people automatically think of water baptism every time they see the word “baptize”, “baptized”, or “baptism”.  They are very animate about water baptism but have little or nothing to say about the “baptism of the Holy Spirit”.  Why is this?  Because they know little or nothing about it.  

Acts 1:5  -  for John baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now."
Acts 11:15-17  -  "And as I  [Peter]  began to speak [at Cornelius’ house], the Holy Spirit fell upon them [Gentiles], just as He did upon us  [Jews]  at the beginning  [at Pentecost].  16) "And I remembered the word of the Lord, how He used to say, 'John baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit.'  17) "If God therefore gave to them the same gift as He gave to us also after believing in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could stand in God's way?"

John 14:20  -  "In that day  [Pentecost]  you shall know that I am in My Father, and you in Me [Bapt. of H.S.] , and I in you.

1 Corinthians 12:13  -   For by one Spirit   [the Holy Spirit]  we   [believers]  were all baptized  [at the moment of salvation]  into one body  [the Church, the Body of Christ],  whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit   [be indwelt by the Holy Spirit, John 7:37-39].

Galatians 3:27-28  -   For all of you who were baptized  [v. api  Baptized by the H.S.]  into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.  28) There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.
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BAPTISM  OF  THE  HOLY  SPIRIT

The Baptism of the Holy Spirit permanently identifies every Church Age believer with Jesus Christ the moment they believe in Him.  From that point on, they are “IN CHRIST” and nothing can ever change that position.

The Baptism of the Holy Spirit is:

· NOT a feeling or an emotional experience.

· NOT a second blessing.

· NOT related to speaking in tongues.

· NOT limited only to certain believers.

· NOT related to human merit or ability. 

The Baptism of the Holy Spirit: 

· IS the mechanic that puts us into permanent union with Christ.  We are “IN CHRIST”.

· IS an irrevocable gift given to every believer at the moment of salvation.

· IS a guarantee that we believers will not be judged at the Great White Throne, Rom. 8:1.
· IS eternal and unchangeable in nature.

· IS only for Church Age believers.  

· IS received in total, not incrementally.

5.   The ark represents union with Christ. The believers were safe in the ark and we are safe “in Christ”.  What mechanic puts us into union with Christ?  The Baptism of the Holy Spirit.

6.    Even though the soul is saved, the sin nature is still active, a condition that renders a good conscience toward God impossible.  But positional truth provides the answer:  a good conscience does not depend on whether we sin or not after salvation.  It rests on our position “in Christ”.  We are acceptable to God because of who and what Christ is.

Romans 6:3   -   Or do you not know that all of us who have been baptized [Bapt.of the H.S.]into [union with] Christ Jesus have been baptized into His death? 
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7. This is one of the eight ministries of the Holy Spirit at salvation whereby the invisible omnipotence of the Holy Spirit enters every believer into union with Christ. This is real identification. You were really taken at salvation and really put into union with Christ although you didn't "feel" it. 

8.  The Baptism of the Holy Spirit creates the Church Age Royal Family of God, 1 Cor 12:13.
9.  Positional sanctification makes every believer higher than angels, Heb 1-2.
10.  There have only been two new species created in human history: 

a.  Israel, created as a new racial species  

b.  The Church, a new spiritual species.  2 Cor. 5:17
11.  Our Lord has three Royal Titles and a family to go with each title:

a.  As Son of God, He has a royal family in God the Father and God the Holy Spirit.

b.  As the Son of David, He has a royal family in the Davidic dynasty.

c.  As the King of kings and Lord of lords, He has a royal family in Church Age believers.

MINISTRIES  OF  THE  HOLY  SPIRIT

PRE-SALVATION

1.  Common  Grace,  1 Cor. 2:11&14, Gen. 6:3,  John 16:8-11.  Under common grace, the Holy Spirit acts as a human spirit for the comprehension of the Gospel.  Common Grace is the theological nomenclature for the ministry of the Holy Spirit in evangelism or the presentation of the Gospel.  This is 100% the work of the Holy Spirit, invisible and not felt or experienced.

2.  Convicting Ministry,  John 16:8, Acts 7:51.  Once the Holy Spirit makes the gospel clear to an individual, He then challenges him to consider very carefully the consequences of accepting it or rejecting it. The Holy Spirit works to convince or persuade him that he is guilty before God and in dire need of receiving the gift of salvation through believing in the Lord Jesus Christ.

point of salvation:   PERMANENT
1.  Efficacious Grace,   Eph. 1:13.   "Efficacious" means the power to produce the desired effect.  So God the Holy Spirit takes our faith in Christ and produces the desired effect, salvation.  Eph 2:8  -  For you have been saved by grace.
2.  Regenerates  Us,  Titus 3:5, John 3:5-6.  The Holy Spirit creates a human spirit for the imputation of eternal life to that human spirit.  This is being spiritually born again. The new believer then becomes trichotomous, having a body, soul, and spirit.

3.  Baptizes Us Into Union with Christ,   John 14:20, 1 Cor. 12:13.   The Holy Spirit enters every Church Age believer into union with Christ at the moment of salvation, making them a part of the royal family of God. It is impossible for a person “in Christ” to come under the condemnation of God. Rom. 8:1 -  There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ.Jesus.
4.  Indwells Us,  John 14:17, Rom. 8:8&9, 1 Cor. 6:1., The Holy Spirit permanently indwells the believer at the moment of salvation, making his body a Temple of God.  1 Cor.  6:19  -  do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you . . . 
5.  SEALS US, Sealing was a signature guarantee, when a king sealed a proclamation, that became a law.  When people signed a contract by using a wax seal, that was their guarantee from their integrity that they would fulfill their part.  Sealing as a signature was used as a guarantee of transactions, authentication of invoices, contracts, laws, directives, etc.  Eph 1:13  -  In whom also, when you heard the message of truth, the Gospel of your salvation [common grace]; in whom also, when you believed [efficacious grace], you were sealed by means of the Holy Spirit.  (Rom. 8:32, Eph. 4:30, 2 Cor. 1:21-22)  
6.  Gives Spiritual Gifts,  1 Cor. 12:11.  The Holy Spirit sovereignly bestows spiritual gifts to every believer at salvation enabling them to function as royal ambassadors 1 Cor. 12:11. Each of us has a special place, a gift, and a responsibility in the body of Christ.  1 Pet. 4:10
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post salvation:   TEMPORARY
1.  Filling of the H.S.  Eph. 5:18.  All believers are commanded to be filled with the Holy Spirit.  The only way believers can obey this command is to confess their sins to God the Father, 1 John 1:9.  Then their sins are forgiven, they are cleansed from all unrighteousness, and then they are able to produce divine good through the power of the H.S. working through them. 

2.  Teaches Us Doctrine,  John 14:26, 16:13-14, 1 Cor. 2:9-13.  The Holy Spirit is the true teacher of Bible doctrine.  John 4:24   -  God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit   [under the filling of the H.S.]  and truth  [learning B.D.].  Doctrine is not understood on the basis of human intelligence but through the teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit under the Grace System of Perception, G.S.P.  

3.  HELPS US TO RECALL DOCTRINE,   Matt. 10:19-20, John 14:26,  The Holy Spirit can only help us to recall doctrines that  we already know.  Our problem with recall is that we think we know more than we really do.

4.  Intercedes For Us,  Rom. 8:26-28.  Sometimes it is difficult for believers to express themselves to God in prayer, so God the Holy Spirit takes up the slack for us by interceding with groanings that cannot be expressed in words.

5.  Produces the Fruit of the Spirit In Us,  Gal. 5:22-23  -  But the fruit of  [produced by]  the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, gentleness, goodness, faithfulness,  23) Meekness, self-control:  We cannot accomplish these under our own power.  1 Cor. 12:7, 1 Peter 4:10
1 Peter 3:21b  -  but an appeal to God for a good conscience through the resurrection of Jesus Christ,
1.  Even after we believe in Jesus Christ and are saved, we still have an active OSN that makes it impossible to have a good conscience towards God except for the fact that we received the Baptism of the Holy Spirit when we were saved which put us in union with Christ!  Because of that, and for no other reason, we are able to have a good conscience before God. Our conscience is good because we have been sanctified positionally and our permanent position is “in Christ”.  

2.  Christ was resurrected and ascended into heaven where He was received and accepted by God the Father, Heb. 1:3, 13 . Since Christ was accepted into heaven and we are “in Christ”, we too can have a good conscience that we will be accepted into heaven.

3.  A good conscience before God always depends on what He has done for us in grace, never on what we do for Him.  We can never merit His acceptance no matter how good or moral we may be.
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1 Peter 3:22

. . . who is at the right hand of God, having gone into heaven, after angels and authorities and powers had been subjected to Him.

1.  Peter wrote about Christ having gone into heaven because he witnessed Christ’s physical Ascension, Mark 16:19; Luke 24:51; Acts 1:6-11.  The reward for Christ’s faithfulness is seen in His exaltation over all things.

2.  He is enthroned at God’s right hand, Psa. 110:1; Heb. 1:13; 8:1; 10:12; 12:2, the seat of supreme honor, to rule and reign over all creation Col. 1:15-16; 2:14-15.

3.  Ephesians 1:20-23  - . . . when He raised Him from the dead, and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places,  21) far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age, but also in the one to come.  22) And He put all things in subjection under His feet, and gave Him as head over all things to the church,  23)  which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.

4.  Christ is the ultimate example of being blessed for patiently enduring undeserved suffering and of glorifying God the Father.

