1 PETER  chaptER  5

LESSON  # 138   (9-25-07)   
1 Peter 5:1-4  

Therefore, I exhort the elders  [pastor-teachers]  among you  [the various churches], as your fellow elder and witness of the sufferings of Christ, and a partaker also of the glory that is to be revealed,  2 shepherd the flock of God among you, exercising oversight not under compulsion, but voluntarily, according to the will of God; and not for sordid gain, but with eagerness;  3 nor yet as lording it over those allotted to your charge, but proving to be examples to the flock.  4 And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory.

1.  Therefore continues the thought expressed in chapter 4 concerning undeserved suffering. Therefore, with the undeserved suffering heading their way, he exhorts the elders.  

2.  I exhort,  PARAKALEO  v. pai;  PARA = to the side  +  KALEO = to  call; to call to one’s side, to urge, to encourage, or to invite.  Notice that Peter did not use his apostolic authority to command them. 

3.  People use many different names for a pastor: preacher, elder, shepherd, minister, clergyman, chaplain, rector, parson, vicar, reverend, padre’, and brother. 

the elders,  PRESBUTEROUS  s)  n. apm;   PRESBUS = old man  + TEROUS = a comparative suffix meaning most high or the most senior one. This is one of three designations for the pastor-teacher.


Presbuterous:  The “old man”, the one in charge, sometimes translated “elder.”


Episkopos:  this designation focuses more on the function of the pastor-teacher as the overseer of his local church.


POIMEN –DIDOSKALOS:  The P-T is seen as the poimen, shepherd of his flock.  He is also the didoskalos, teacher of his congregation.  

LESSON  # 139   (9-27-07)   
4.  All of the above words are in the masculine gender since this communication spiritual gift is given only to men.


a.  The qualifications for the gift are masculine in nature, 1 Tim. 6:2  the husband of one wife . . .


b.  1 Timothy 2:11-12  -  Let a woman quietly receive instruction with entire submissiveness.  12) But I do not allow a    

woman to teach or exercise authority over a man, but to remain quiet.

5.  The main duty of a P-T is to study and teach. This duty is neglected by large numbers of pastors today.

 [William H. Willimon, The North Alabama Conference, United Methodist Church, Birmingham, Alabama]
“Recently I was part of a group that interviewed more than a dozen seminarians upon the eve of their graduations. We asked each person, ‘What is your particular gift, the special passion that you bring to the pastoral ministry?’ They spoke about their enjoyment of counseling, their eagerness to work with people, how kind and sensitive they are in ministering to people in need. Not one single seminarian mentioned preaching.”  http://www.beatitudessociety.org/content/willimon_article
6.  as your fellow elder,  SUMPRESBUTEROUS  s);  Peter addressed the elders as fellow elders. Peter had the spiritual gift of apostle which also functioned at times in the capacity of an elder / pastor.  He was emphasizing their community of office and duty.

7.  and witness of the sufferings of Christ,  brings the undeserved suffering of the previous chapter back into focus. Peter pointed out this one distinction that put him above those he was addressing. He did not have to speculate about the undeserved suffering of Christ because he was there, an eyewitness to it. He experienced it.

8.  and a partaker also of the glory, Peter wrote to connect suffering with glory. Peter was a partner with Christ in His sufferings and therefore, he will be a partner with Christ in the glory that is to come. The apostle James put it this way:


James 1:12 -  Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been approved, he will receive the crown  [wreath]  of life, which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.

9.  that is to be revealed;  When will this glory be revealed?  At the revelation of Jesus Christ at the 2nd Advent.


1 Peter 1:6-7  - . . . even though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been distressed by various trials,  7 that the proof of your faith, being more precious than gold which is perishable, even though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ;


1 Peter 4:13  -  but to the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing; so that also at the revelation of His glory, you may rejoice with exultation.

10.  shepherd;   POIMAINO  (v. aam. This is a constative aorist in the imperative mood. This word is translated shepherd, tend, care for, look after, and rule.  Sometimes the word pastor is used instead. This word is used figuratively to represent the relation of rulers to their subjects and God to his people, Ps. 23:1; 80:1; Isa. 40:11; 44:28; Jer. 25:34, 35; Nahum 3:18; John 10:11, 14; Heb. 13:20; 1 Pet. 2:25; 5:4. 

“In early morning, he led forth the flock from the fold, marching at its head to the spot where they were to be pastured. Here he watched them all day, taking care that none of the sheep strayed, and if any for a time eluded his watch and wandered away from the rest, seeking diligently till he found and brought it back. In those lands sheep require to be supplied regularly with water, and the shepherd for this purpose has to guide them either to some running stream or to wells dug in the wilderness and furnished with troughs. At night, he brought the flock home to the fold, counting them as they passed under the rod at the door to assure himself that none were missing. Nor did his labors always end with sunset. Often he had to guard the fold through the dark hours from the attack of wild beasts, or the wily attempts of the prowling thief.  Easton, M. (1996, c1897). Easton's Bible dictionary. Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research. 

It is interesting that Peter was passing along a command Jesus had given to him in John 21:16  -  He [Jesus] said to him [Peter] again a second time, ‘Simon, son of John, do you love Me?’ He said to Him, ‘Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.’ He said to him, ‘Shepherd My sheep.’
LESSON  # 140   (10-2-07)   
11.  the flock;   POIMNION  n. asn   (1) literally flock, especially a group of sheep;  (2) metaphorically in the NT;   (a) as the community of Jesus’ followers, disciples, Luke 12:32;   (b) as the church, Acts 20:28. Friberg, T., Friberg, B., & Miller, N. F. (2000). Vol. 4: Analytical lexicon of the Greek New Testament. Baker's Greek New Testament library (320). Grand Rapids, Mich.: Baker Books.

12.  of God among you. . .  The flock or congregation of the local church does not belong to the shepherd or pastor, but to God.  The pastor’s job is to feed, protect, and care for the flock of God. He has authority over the sheep, but the sheep belong to God. Each pastor is responsible for the flock that has been placed under his care; he is not responsible for the sheep in another pastor’s flock.


Acts 20:28  -  "Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood.

13.  exercising oversight. . .  EPISKOPEO  (part. pa;  from epí,  upon  +   skopéō,  to regard, give attention to. Together, they mean to look upon, observe, examine the state of affairs of something, look after, or oversee. In the NT, it is used in Heb. 12:15 and 1 Pet. 5:2 of the work of shepherding the flock.

14.  Now we have four adverbs: one negative, one positive, one negative, and one positive.

1not under compulsion. . .  The pastor should not occupy the office as a reluctant draftee, doing an irksome task because he feels he cannot escape it. Such a feeling may arise out of a false sense of unworthiness, a reluctance for responsibility, or a desire to do no more than was morally required in the office. 


Nor should a pastor carry out his duties because someone is compelling him to do so by coercion or intimidation.  A congregation can remove a pastor by a majority vote, but ultimately, he is answerable to the Lord.

LESSON  # 141   (10-4-07)   
15.  but  2voluntarily, according to the will of God. . .   The apostle Paul addressed this in his letter to the Corinthians:


1 Corinthians 9:16-19  -  For if I preach the gospel, I have nothing to boast of, for I am under compulsion  [Those who communicate the gospel have nothing to boast about because they are simply doing their jobs]; for woe is me if I do not preach the gospel   [Those who fail to exercise their spiritual gift may receive divine discipline].  17 For if I do this voluntarily, I have a reward; but if against my will, I have a stewardship entrusted to me   [He would not receive divine discipline but he would lose out on rewards].  

There should not be external pressure but an inward compulsion that stems from love, devotion, and sense of service to    

        the Lord, This is what should motivates a P-T.  It is God’s will for the men He calls to the ministry to serve Him voluntarily.

16.   and not for 3sordid gain;  (KJV) not for filthy lucre. . .   MEDE  (strong negative and AISCHROKERDOS s)  shamefully greedy; fondness of dishonest gain. The qualifications for both pastors and deacons require that they not be fond of filthy lucre.  

a. There are people who are in the ministry in order to fleece the sheep.  There are ministers who solicit money from people who cannot afford to give while the ministers live a lavish lifestyle including private jets, mansions, and millions of dollars in the bank.

b.  Some people have the misconception that pastors should not receive any remuneration for their service or just be paid a pittance, however this is contrary to Bible doctrine.

c.  This is not saying a P-T should not be paid or not receive salary, 1 Cor.9:1-14, Lk 10:7-8, Gal. 6:6, 2 Thes.3:8-9, Phil.4:15-18.
d.  1 Timothy 5:17-18  -  Let the elders  [pastors]  who rule well be considered  [v. ppm]  worthy of double honor, especially those who work hard at preaching and teaching.  18 For the Scripture says, ‘You shall not muzzle the ox while he is threshing,’ and ‘The laborer is worthy of his wages.’
1) considered worthy of double honor. . . DIPLOUS TIME  s  This does mean double honor. It refers to giving the pastor/teacher remuneration and respect.  Verse 17 clarifies this. 

2) Being a pastor is an honorable occupation worthy of respect. If his labor is fulfilled correctly, the first obligation of the church is to pay its pastor WELL!  And, then, he can be released to study and teach and study and teach!  

LESSON  # 142   (10-9-07)   
17.  but with eagerness. . . PROTHYMOS  s), willingly, eagerly. Any pastor who does not eagerly study and teach will ultimately fail because his lack of solid substance and enthusiasm will be evident. The pastor has tremendous responsibilities, but he also has tremendous blessings.  


Romans 1:15  -  Thus, for my   [Paul’s]   part, I am eager to preach the gospel to you also who are in Rome.
18.  nor yet as lording it over those . . .  KATAKURIEUO    part. pa, overpowering, domineering, dictatorial, bullying. Sheep cannot be driven, but they will follow a shepherd they trust. Pastors are to lead by example, but they do not have the authority to intrude into the personal lives of their congregations.  Pastors have the highest authority in the Church age under the Lord. Therefore they must be on guard not to abuse that authority. They must also make sure they do not become a doormat to domineering believers in the congregation.
19   allotted to your charge. . . KLERON  share, allotment, part, place; possession, someone given to another’s care.  We get our English word “clergy” from this word.  This phrase indicates a right pastor for a right congregation. At any given time, God has a right shepherd for the right flock. There are all kinds of pastors and all kinds of congregations, and divine guidance and humility are obviously of utmost importance in order to bring the right pastor together with the right congregation. Every believer has a right pastor. There is no such thing as sheep for whom God has not allotted a pastor somewhere.
20.  but proving to be examples to the flock. . . TYPOS  s) n. npm; used figuratively of a person as bearing the form and figure of another, as having a certain resemblance. This refers to the inner man of the soul, not the outward. It certainly does not refer to the pastor’s personality or his personal preferences and aversions. The life should command and the tongue persuade.

21.  And when the Chief Shepherd appears. . . The  Chief Shepherd, of course, refers to Jesus Christ.  Appears,  PHANEROO  part. ap; the aorist participle precedes the action of the main verb which in this case is “shall receive”.  So the point of time referenced here is the Rapture

22.  you will receive. . . KOMIZOMAI  v. fmi;  This is the main verb meaning to receive, obtain, to be paid back, in the Future Tense: Pastors will receive rewards at the same time other Church Age believers receive their rewards, at the Judgment Seat of Christ.  Middle voice: Pastors are benefited by this action.  Indicative Mood: This will be a reality.

LESSON  # 143   (10-11-07)   
23.  the unfading crown of glory. . . AMARONTINOS s)  STEPHONOS  s). This type of crown is like the garland wreath placed on the head of an athlete who had won his event in the Olympic games, 1 Cor. 9:25.  It represented several other rewards that went along with it. The crown would deteriorate in a short time, but the enduring crown of glory will never deteriorate or tarnish nor will the rewards that accompany it. This speaks of the inheritance mentioned in the first chapter:  

1 Peter 1:3-5  -  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,  4) to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you,  5) who are kept by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.

24.  The reward for the pastor is not inordinate power or filthy lucre but the very glory of God which He so graciously shares with us.


There are crowns available to all believers.

The Crown Of Joy:   For soul winning, 1 Thess. 2:19 -  For who is our hope or joy or crown of exultation? Is it not even you, in the presence of our Lord Jesus at His coming?  

For helping other believers to stand firm for the faith, Philippians 4:1  -  Therefore, my beloved brethren whom I long to see, my joy and crown, so stand firm in the Lord, my beloved.

The Crown Of Righteousness:   This one is a reward to believers for faithfulness in phase two. It is for faithfulness and consistency in learning and applying Bible doctrine
2 Timothy 4:7-8 -  I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith; 8) in the future there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to all who have loved His appearing. 

The Crown Of Life:   Persevering under trials and developing love for the Lord by the intake of doctrine is the key to rewards.

James 1:12 -   Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life, which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.  

Revelation 2:10  -  Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to cast some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and you will have tribulation ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.
All rewards are based on grace functioning, therefore rewards never depend on human merit or human ability. They always depend on the utilization of what God has provided, like the ministry of the Holy Spirit and the function of Bible doctrine in your life.


We must endure to the end in learning and applying Bible doctrine because there is the possibility of losing crowns and rewards.

       Revelation 3:11  -   I  [Jesus Christ]   am coming quickly; hold fast what you have, in order that no one take your crown.

LESSON  # 144   (10-16-07)   
1 Peter 5:5  










                        
You younger men, likewise, be subject to your elders; and all of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, for God is opposed to the proud but gives grace to the humble.

1.  Likewise, HOMOIS, means in a similar manner. The congregation has responsibility just as the pastor has responsibility. The first responsibility outlined, and the most important, is submission to the authority of the pastor, without which you cannot benefit from his ministry. This is also taught in 1 Thessalonians 5:12 and Hebrews 13:7,17.
2.  you younger men,  NEOTEROS  s) adj. voc. pl. masc. The vocative is the grammatical case used to designate the one being addressed. Used for subordination, Neos means youth, and with the comparative suffix, it means by comparison, you do not have the authority that the pastor has. Also, this is in contrast to verse 1; the word elder, presbuteros, used to mean older person, but actually means the one with the authority. The pastor is called elder or presbuteros and the congregation is called neoteros meaning that its believers are younger by comparison or subordinate by comparison to him. This indicates that the local church of believers should recognize the authority of the pastor under whom they congregate regularly for spiritual food. So younger refers to an assembly of believers in one geographical location that recognizes the authority of their pastor-teacher.

3. be subject to, HUPOTASSO  v. amm. This is the strongest word used in the N.T. for subordination to authority in the local church. This is a constative aorist meaning that this is to be habitually done and it’s in the middle voice showing that the subject, the congregation, is benefited by the action of the verb. The imperative mood is a command to all believers living in the Church Age to submit to the authority of their right pastor-teacher.  It is to your advantage to have a pastor-teacher.

The KJV says, be subject to one another, but it’s not in the original.

4. your elders  refers to pastor-teachers of the various local churches.

5. and all of you believers

6.  clothe yourselves with humility,  EGKOMBOOMAI   v. adm.  Clothe or tie on oneself.  An enkombōma was the 

apron of a slave.  Peter understood the importance of humility,  1 Pet. 3:8 - let all be . . . humble in spirit;
Peter may have alluded to Christ’s girding Himself with a towel and teaching the disciples how humility is the prerequisite for service and service is the practice of humility, John 13:4-15.
7.  with humility towards one another, TAPEINOPHROSUNE  n. asf; is a compound word:  PHRONE, thinking, +  TAPEIN, humble. Our thought towards one another should be humble, seasoned with grace. Some believers think it is more important to be right than to be humble. Not so!  Most of the time, it is better to acquiesce to someone who is wrong rather than make a big deal out of something that is unimportant.   Usually, it is better to suffer a wrong than to seek revenge or even to seek justice.  

1 Corinthians 6:6-7  -  Brother goes to law with brother, and that before unbelievers?  7) Actually, then, it is already a defeat for you, that you have lawsuits with one another. Why not rather be wronged? Why not rather be defrauded?      
8.  for God is opposed to the proud, but gives grace to the humble.  Now Peter quotes Prov. 3:34.

9.  for God is opposed,  ANTITASSOMAI  (v. pdi, to oppose, to resist, to arrange in battle against, to make war.   ANTÍ, against, + TÁSSŌ,  to arrange; to set an army in array against; to arrange in battle order. 

10.  to the proud, HUPEREPHANOI  adj. dpm; a compound word, HUPER, above, + FAINO, to appear.  It means to 

 
appear above, to be proud, haughty; here it means to be arrogant, anti-grace, self-righteous, legalistic. The proud believer is guilty of mental attitude sins related to pride.    (HYPEREPHANOI)
a. Young people should show respect and deference to older people: opening doors for them, giving them their chair, helping them carry things, letting them go first in line, listening to them, and addressing them as “sir” and “ma’am”. 

b.  First thing on the list of sins God hates in Prov. 6:17 is haughty eyes.

c.  This same phrase is used by James, the half-brother of Christ, in James 4:6. 
ARROGANCE

1.  Egotism.  This is an excessive preoccupation with self and must be distinguished from ego, which is self-consciousness and perfectly normal.

2.  Vanity.  This is self-admiration and an excessive desire to be admired by others. Hence, vanity is easily flattered and patronized.

3.  Pride.  This is a lofty and arrogant assumption of superiority.

4.  Conceit.  This is an exaggerated estimate of one's abilities and attainments.

QUOTES: 

“Pride is the only disease known to man that makes everyone sick except the one who has it.”    “Uncle” Bud Robinson
“Pride is the ground in which all other sins grow.”    William Barkley
“I will not say a good man is never proud, but I will say a proud man is never good.”    Rev. William Secker
“None are so empty as those who are full of themselves. “    Benjamin Whichcote
“A man wrapped up in himself makes a pretty small package.”   Anonymous
“An egoist is someone who is always me-deep in conversation.”    Milton Berle
LESSON  # 145   (10-18-07)                           The Great Sin
In Mere Christianity, C. S. Lewis writes this about Pride: There is one vice of which no man in the world is free; which every one in the world loathes when he sees it in someone else; and of which hardly any people, except Christians, ever imagine that they are guilty themselves. I have heard people admit that they are bad-tempered, or that they cannot keep their heads about girls or drink, or even that they are cowards. I do not think I have ever heard anyone who was not a Christian accuse himself of this vice. And at the same time I have very seldom met anyone, who was not a Christian, who showed the slightest mercy to it in others. There is no fault which makes a man more unpopular, and no fault which we are more unconscious of in ourselves. And the more we have it in ourselves the more we dislike it in others.

Proverbs 8:13   -  The fear of the LORD is to hate evil; Pride and arrogance and the evil way, and the perverted mouth, I hate.

Proverbs 11:2  -   When pride comes, then comes dishonor, b

ut with the humble is wisdom.

Prov 13:10   -  Through arrogance comes strife, but wisdom is with those who receive instruction.

Proverbs 16:18-19  -  Pride goes before destruction, And a haughty spirit before stumbling.  19 It is better to be of a humble spirit with the lowly, than to divide the spoil with the proud.  

Proverbs 29:23   -   A man's pride will bring him low, But a humble spirit will obtain honor.

Romans 12:3   -   For through the grace given to me I say to every man among you not to think more highly of himself than he ought to think; but to think so as to have sound judgment, as God has allotted to each a measure of faith.
Ezek 7:10   Behold, the day is coming.  Your doom has gone forth.  The rod of discipline has budded because arrogance has blossomed.

Description of arrogance: 
2 Timothy 3:1-5  -  But realize this, that in the last days difficult times will come.  2 For men will be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, revilers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy,  3 unloving, irreconcilable, malicious gossips, without self-control, brutal, haters of good,  4 treacherous, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God;  5 holding to a form of godliness, although they have denied its power; and avoid such men as these.
You younger men  [believers in the congregation], likewise, be subject to your elders [pastor-teachers]; and all of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, for God is opposed to  [makes war against]  the proud, but gives grace to the humble.

11.  but gives [didomi  v. pai]  grace  [charis]  to the humble  [tapainos, those who are grace-oriented].  

God loves to be gracious to His children. 

Expanded Translation: 
You younger men  [believers in the congregation], likewise, be subject to your elders  [pastor-teachers];  and all of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, for God is opposed to  [makes war against]  the proud, but gives grace to the humble.

1 Peter 5:6-7

Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time:  7) casting all your anxiety upon Him, because He cares for you.

1.  Humble yourselves therefore; TAPEINOO  (v. apm, is a command in the passive voice, a mandate to receive  humility.  How does one obey this command?  Humility is contrary to our nature which is arrogant and comes naturally to us. Without thinking, we automatically produce selfishness and arrogance which is our normal inclination.    

2.  Humility is an attitude of the soul that can only be received. You cannot develop it, you cannot work it up, you cannot set up a mold that you consider to be humble and try to squeeze yourself into it. Humility must be learned. Parents teach their children to be humble through discipline / enforced humility so that when they become adults, they will have self-discipline /genuine humility.

3.  Believers are humbled by responding to the Word of God. It is Bible doctrine that has become epignosis in the soul of the believer that produces humility. Arrogance resists authority and the first step to humbling yourself is to recognize the authority of God and His Word.

4.  under the mighty hand of God  is an anthropomorphism. It used to teach God’s creative ability in Psa. 19:1, His ability to save Psa. 22:16, His ability to sustain, Psa. 37:24, His ability to provide for you and help you, Isa. 41:10, and His ability to keep you secure, John 10:28-29.  It is used for divine discipline in 1 Sam. 5:11 and Heb. 10:31, and for undeserved suffering in Job 19:21.

5.  The hand can be used to stroke, caress, rub, pat, gently touch, hold, help communicate, and build. It can also be used to punch, slap, hit, push, pinch, poke, prod, shake, make vulgar signs, and destroy.   

6.  The humble believer allows Bible doctrine to become his or her authority and is exalted /promoted in due time for doing so. The arrogant believer ignores or rejects doctrine, so God makes war against him.  

7.  that he may exalt you in due time. . . HYPSOO  v. aas  to lift up, exalt, elevate, promote. The active voice means God produces the action.  The subjunctive mood means the promotion is only a potential and it depends on your attitude towards B.D.  

8.  The two points about this phrase:  1) God is the one who does the promoting;  2) we are to wait for His perfect timing. 

Self-promotion is not an option for believers.

LESSON  # 146   (10-23-07)   
9.  What is God waiting on in order to promote believers? God uses and promotes prepared believes. What prepares believers?   B.D.


We must decide whether we will trust God to promote us at the right time or take measures to promote ourselves.  If we trust God to promote us, we will just continue to take in doctrine and trust Him to work out all the details of our promotion.  

Psalm 37:4-5  -  Delight yourself in the LORD; And He will give you the desires of your heart.  5) Commit your way to the LORD, Trust also in Him, and He will do it.


1 Samuel 2:7  -   "The LORD makes poor and rich; He brings low, He also exalts.


Psalm 75:5-7  -   Do not lift up your horn on high, do not speak with insolent pride.'"  6) For not from the east, nor from the west, nor from the desert comes exaltation;  7) but God is the Judge; He puts down one, and exalts another.

Psalm 37:11  -  But the humble will inherit the land, and will delight themselves in abundant prosperity.


Jeremiah 17:7-8  -   "Blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD and whose trust is the LORD.  8) "For he will be like a tree planted by the water, that extends its roots by a stream and will not fear when the heat comes; but its leaves will be green, and it will not be anxious in a year of drought nor cease to yield fruit.

Psalm 62:8   Trust in Him at all times, O people; Pour out your heart before Him; God is a refuge for us. Selah.

     Luke 14:7-11 is a practical example.  
10.  The Peter Principle:  In a hierarchy, every employee tends to rise to his level of incompetence. God will never promote you beyond your level of competence.  

11.  Verse 7  -  . . . casting all your anxiety upon Him. . . EPIRIPTO  part. aa, to throw on; literally, as throwing a saddle cloth on a riding animal. This is a quote from Psa. 55:22  -  Cast your burden upon the LORD, and He will sustain you; He will never allow the righteous to be shaken.

12.  Casting all our cares, apprehensions, problems, troubles, aggravations, worries, anxieties, fears, challenges, and tribulations on Christ is another way of saying “Faith-Rest”.

    Most people you meet would rather not be bothered with your problems because they have enough problems of their own, but our Lord wants to take our troubles and burdens.  What a God!

13.  because He cares for you  is an understatement. He cares for us more than we could ever imagine.

Psalm 103:13  -  Just as a father has compassion on his children, So the LORD has compassion on those who fear Him.

Isaiah 46:4  -  Even to your old age, I shall be the same, And even to your graying years I shall bear you! I have done it, and I shall carry you; And I shall bear you, and I shall deliver you.

Matthew 11:28  - “Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me, for I am meek and lowly in heart, and ye shall find rest unto your souls.”

Philippians 4:19  -  But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.

Corinthians 1:3-4  - Blessed be the God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, and the God of 

 all comfort; who comforted us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in trouble by the comfort, wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God.”

14.  Have you ever been in a situation where you could identify with this prayer?

Psalm 40:17  - Since I am afflicted and needy, Let the Lord be mindful of me; Thou art my help and my deliverer; Do not  

    delay, O my God.

15.  Mark 4:35*
DOES JESUS CARE?     written by Frank Graeff

Does Jesus care when my heart is pained
Too deeply for mirth or song,
As the burdens press, and the cares distress
And the way grows weary and long? 

Does Jesus care when my way is dark
With a nameless dread and fear?
As the daylight fades into deep night shades,
Does He care enough to be near?

Does Jesus care when I’ve tried and failed 
To resist some temptation strong;
When for my deep grief there is no relief, 

Does Jesus care when I’ve said "goodbye"
To the dearest on earth to me,
And my sad heart aches till it nearly breaks,
Is it aught to Him? Does He see? 

Oh yes, He cares, I know He cares,
His heart is touched with my grief;
When the days are weary, the long nights dreary,
I know my Savior cares. 

Though my tears flow all the night long?
LESSON  # 147   (10-25-07)   
1 Peter 5:8-9

Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls about like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.

9) But resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same experiences of suffering are being accomplished by your brethren who are in the world.
1. Be of sober spirit. . . NEPHO  (v. aam, to be sober-minded, clear-headed, not drunk, to be vigilant, to be well-balanced, to be self-possessed under all circumstances, to be stabilized.  

2.  This command is ignored by the great majority of believers today. How many believers do you think are obeying this command by first learning and then applying B.D.?  Certainly not many. The problem is that believers are very unstable because they have no doctrine, and they have no doctrine because they are arrogant.  

3.  This command requires that a believer be able to recognize dangerous situations and then apply the right doctrine to them.

4.  be on the alert. . . GREGOREO  v. aam; another aorist active imperative meaning to be alert, watchful, and vigilant.  It means to be oriented to reality, constantly on guard, and ready to make proper doctrinal application.  

Acts 20:31-32  -   "Therefore be on the alert, remembering that night and day for a period of three years I did not cease to admonish each one with tears.  32 "And now I commend you to God and to the word of His grace, which is able to build you up and to give you the inheritance among all those who are sanctified.

   1 Corinthians 16:13  -   Be on the alert, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong. 

    1 Thessalonians 5:6  -  so then let us not sleep as others do, but let us be alert and sober.


5.  We live in the accelerated stage of the angelic conflict and we cannot afford to become sloppy, casual, or mediocre in our spiritual life. Distraction, apathy, and indifference can creep up on any believer and put them on the slippery slide of the eight stages of reversionism.

6.  Both of these commands requires the consistent intake of doctrine. 
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LESSON  # 148   (10-30-07)   

ANGELS

1. The existence of angels rests, not on reason or supposition, but upon revelation.  Mentioned 273 times.

2. Angel:  Greek, AGGELOS s, messenger, servant.
3. According to the Bible, there is a vast universe the human eye can barely penetrate inhabited by unnumbered spirit-beings called angels.  

4. All angels were created by God simultaneously and that number was complete, Col. 1:16; None will be added to that number.  They do not procreate like mankind. They were created by God in eternity past, Job 38:7,  out of nothing, Psa. 148:5.  

Created is ex nahilo in Latin and barah in Hebrew.
5. No one knows how many angels there are, but they are probably so numerous they cannot be numbered, Dan. 7:10 -  Thousands upon  thousands were attending and myriads upon myriads were standing before him;  Rev. 5:12 indicates 202 million were only part of their number.  
6. They are not subject to death or extinction, Psa. 148 : 6.

7. The Bible is not addressed to angels but to men who angels actively observe, Luke 15:10, 1 Tim. 3:16.
8. They are free moral beings with volition, created higher than man, Psa. 8:4-5, Heb. 2:6-7.

9. They are beings are composed of light normally invisible to us.  2 Kings 6:17 illustrates a time when God lifted the veil so they could be seen.

10. All angels appear to be male.

11. They are divided into two groups, Elect and Non-elect or fallen.  One third of the angels chose to follow Satan when he fell and are thus called fallen. 

12. Angels are divided into ranks.
13. The first and highest ranking angel, cherub rank, was Lucifer before he fell, Isa. 14:12.  He is now called Satan and the devil.  

14. Archangels:  Michael and Gabriel 

15. Seraph angels:  6 wings

16. Cherub angels:  4 wings

17. Rank and file angels: no wings

18. Ephesians 6:12   -  For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.  

19. “In the plan of God, the present age is evidently void of angelic manifestations. This could easily be due to the fact that, as in no other age, the saints of God are indwelt by the Holy Spirit and are subject to His leading, which leading is more constant, and exalting than angelic visitation could possibility be.”  Quote from Lewis Sperry Chafer, Systematic Theology Vol. II Angelology p.23

20. Luke 16:22 asserts that at death, angels transport souls into another sphere; whether this is always the case is unclear.

21. It appears that each believer has at least one guardian angel, Psa. 91:11, Heb. 1:1. 

22. Satan’s 3 Falls:    1st Fall, Isa. 14:13,       2nd Fall, Isa. 14:12,      3rd Fall, Isa. 14:15
                             1st Fall, Ezek. 28:15    2nd Fall, Ezek. 28:16    3rd Fall, Ezek. 28:18-19
23. They have been sentenced to the Lake of Fire but the punishment will not be carried out until the end of human history, Mt. 25:41.

LESSON  # 149   (11-1-07)   






















NO LESSON  taught  (11-6-07)

LESSON  # 150   (11-8-07)   

Click Here for APPEAL TRIAL overlay 
LESSON  # 151   (11-13-07)   

Back to 1 Peter 5:8-9 notes
7.  Your adversary. . . ANTIDIKOS  (s)  n. nsm;  ANTI, against,  +  DIKOS, a cause or suit at law; enemy, opponent in a lawsuit, accuser, adversary.  

8.  the devil. . . DIABOLOS s)  n. nsm; DIA, through, +  BALLO, to cast or throw, to cast or thrust through; false accuser, enemy, the devil. This is a title, not a name. So this verse is actually saying, “your enemy, the enemy”.  The devil cannot thrust you through physically unless God allows it, and that rarely happens. Most of the assaults he directs towards us are verbal, Zech. 3:1, 1 Jn 2:1-2, Rev. 12:9-10,  The devil accuses us before the Father, Rev. 12:1, and Jesus Christ is our defense advocate, 1 John 2:1. Satan is The great dragon and that ancient serpent, Rev. 12:9; the ruler of this world, Jn 12:31; Lucifer, Isa. 14:12
9.   He is also called, “the Adversary” in 1 Peter 5:8, “Belial” in 2 Cor. 6:15, “Beelzebub” (Baal-Zebul means Lord of the flies) in Luke 11:15, “Deceiver of the whole world” in Rev. 12:9 , and “the father of lies” in Rev. 12:9

10.  prowls about like a roaring lion. . . is in the present tense. The devil is always on the prowl. We must remember that the devil does not personally attack us. He is a creature, he is not omnipresent, he can only be at one place at a time. This means that the chances of you ever coming into contact with the devil himself is about 6 billion to one.

11.  He has delegated the task of harassing, accusing, distracting, and attacking believers through a network of millions of demons that are organized and trained to derail Christians. They are always seeking an opportunity to frustrate you, discourage you, and bring you down.

12.  seeking someone to devour. . . KATAPINO  inf. aa, to swallow, to cause suffering, ruin, or destruction. Like a lion, the devil prowls about looking for lost sheep that have wondered from the fold. He cannot touch a believer unless God permits it which is rare. However he sets traps, tells lies, and produces counterfeits that gobble believers right up.

a. He encourages believers to ignore the word of God and accept false doctrines, 1 Tim. 4:1.
b. He promotes fellowship with demons through idolatry, divination, necromancy, and religious rituals,  1 Cor. 10:19-21.
c. He encourages people to doubt God, Gen. 3:1, 2 Cor. 11:3.
d. He deceives people by appearing as a messenger of light, 2 Cor. 11:13-15.
e. He tries to get people to disobey God, 1 Chron. 21:1, Matt. 4:3-10.
f. He causes people to stumble by telling lies,  Gen. 3:4. 
g. He enslaves people with the fear of death, Hebrews 2:14-15.
LESSON  # 152   (11-15-07)   

h. Satan’s Lies:
1) You get to heaven by good works

7)  The Bible is subject to any interpretation

2) You can lose your salvation

8)  You don’t need a local church or a pastor-teacher


3) Homosexual behavior is not sinful

9)  Penance atones for sin

4) Homosexuals go to hell

             10)  Extra Biblical revelation is legitimate 

5) You must be baptized to be saved
             11)  No one can be really sure they are saved
6) Capital punishment is wrong
             12)  Emotions are a good measurement of spirituality
13. Verse 9:  But resist him, ANTHISTEMI  v. aam, to resist, oppose, rebel, to be against.  Webster’s definition:  1.) to withstand a force or effect;  2.)  to oppose, to exert force in opposition. Many have misinterpreted this to mean that believers are to go on the offensive against Satan. The question is, “How do we resist him?”  We can find the answer by observing how Jesus resisted Satan by using the Word of God when He was tempted by him, Matt. 4:1-11.  He resisted by using the Word of God.
14. We have this same command in another scripture that also contains an important promise.
James 4:6-7   -  But He gives a greater grace.  Therefore it says, "God is opposed to the proud, but gives grace to the humble."  7 Submit therefore to God.  Resist the devil and he will flee from you.
15.  We are told in Eph. 6:11-18 that we must put on the full armor of God in order to resist the devil.

16.  When Adam fell, Satan gained control of the world but not control of mankind necessarily. Man still has free will and can choose to believe in Jesus Christ. Positive volition plus Bible doctrine makes the believer a free agent in the devil’s world.

LESSON  # 153   (11-20-07)   



Reversionism:   Backsliding / Falling Away
1.  Maladjustment to the justice of God.

a. At salvation, rejection of the gospel

b. Carnal believers’ failure to rebound

c. Spiritual growth reversionism is rejection or neglect of Bible doctrine.

2.  Reversionism is failure to grow spiritually

3.  Carnality vs. Reversionism

a. The difference between being spiritual or carnal, two opposite absolute statuses, depends on whether one is filled with the H.S. or not.

b. The difference between reversionism and supergrace is relative, based on the spiritual growth or spiritual decline of the believer.

c.  All reversionists are carnal. but not all carnal believers are reversionists.

d. While the carnal believer can be positive towards doctrine, the reversionist is always negative towards Bible doctrine.

e.  Carnal believers snap out of carnality when they rebound; reversionists don’t rebound.

4.  Reversionism does not occur overnight; it is a gradual process that is usually imperceptible at first. But it can be broken down into 8 stages:
THE  EIGHT  STAGES  OF  REVERSIONISM

Referencing point #5 on the previous page

Stage 1:     REACTION & DISTRACTION is what brings on the first stage. The believer allows himself to be distracted from his #1 priority in life which is to grow to spiritual maturity through the intake of Bible doctrine. He accepts invitations to other events or finds other seemingly important reasons for not going to Bible class, he forgets to rebound, begins to neglect his prayer life, spends more and more of his time in carnality, becomes preoccupied with himself, then starts to react to circumstances and people. Instead of responding with Divine viewpoint under the filling of God the Holy Spirit, he begins reacting to everything that happens to him or that is said or done to him by others. The more he reacts with disappointment, bitterness, or anger, the more discouraged, disillusioned, disenchanted, bored, lonely, full of self-pity, and frustrated he becomes. He begins to have unrealistic expectations of his friends, of people he works with, with circumstances, and he even thinks God should be doing more for him than He is.
Stage 2:     Frantic Search for Happiness ensues. Once the believer is distracted from doctrine and begins thinking that everything and everyone has let him down, he loses any contentment and happiness he may have had. He launches out to find an antidote for his unhappiness. Some form of stimulus is sought or cheap substitute to fill the void and compensate for his wretched condition. He may hurl himself in the direction of lasciviousness or in the direction of asceticism, two opposite trends of the Old Sin Nature, both of which are very degenerating to one’s spiritual life.
Asceticism:          The practice of strict, self-righteous self-denial when it comes to overt sinning as a means of religious discipline. This leads to judging, criticizing, gossiping, bullying, and possibly killing others.
Lasciviousness:   The pursuit of every means of self-gratification in order to fulfill lusts.    
The problem is that some misconstrue the ascetic as a spiritual giant and the lascivious believer as an unbeliever.   
LESSON  # 153   (11-20-07)   

Stage 3:    OPERATION BOOMERANG is the inevitable backfire that happens when the reversionist fails to assuage his reactions to people and circumstances. Failure to achieve desired pleasure from his frantic search for happiness only causes his initial reactions to intensify and even greater misery to set in. Discouragement becomes depression, loneliness becomes desolation, and common sense is lost. Emotions take over the soul.

Stage 4:     EMOTIONAL REVOLT OF THE SOUL occurs. Thinking shuts down and the emotions take over the command center of the soul, dictating what will be done and what won’t be done. Emotions no longer function in appreciation like a “responsive wife” but rather turn into a “bossy female”, 2 Cor. 6:11-12. Once they take over and begin leading one’s thinking around by the nose, they become a tool for the OSN. An entire spectrum of misery replaces the reversionist’s capacity for life and happiness. Instead of seeking knowledge from doctrine, his emotions seek stimulation from hyper-emotional experiences. Believers at this point become trouble-makers and are to be avoided, Rom. 16:17-18.
Stage 5:     APATHY AND INDIFFERENCE comes next which is the start of negative volition. It is at this point that a full-blown revolt gets under way. Antagonism towards doctrine and its communicator develops. Many times. attacks are directed towards the pastor or others in the congregation. Friends who continue taking in and applying their doctrine are shunned. The reversionist may think or may be heard saying, “Doctrine doesn’t work,” because he tries to blame his malaise and unhappiness on the ineffectiveness of doctrine. Negative volition will metastasize the more apathetic and indifferent the reversionist becomes. 
Stage 6:     BLACKOUT OF THE SOUL sets in and changes both the soul and personality of the believer. It is the result of unchecked negative volition towards doctrine. Where there is no light of God’s Word, darkness is sucked in.  Willful rejection of doctrine creates a vacuum in the soul called mataiotes in the Greek, translated “vanity” or “futility” in the English, Eph. 4:17.  Doctrines of demons and human viewpoint are sucked into the void. God is blamed for adversity, and relief is sought through sublimation: using alcohol, drugs, food, promiscuity, gossip, revenge, ostracism, trouble-making, etc., etc. to ease the pain. 
Stage 7:     SCAR-TISSUE OF THE SOUL, sometimes called “Hardness of Heart,” bogs everything down to a near standstill. It becomes harder and harder for truth to penetrate the soul as this scar-tissue continues to accumulate. False doctrines are sucked into the soul even more rapidly than before. The atrophy of doctrine in the heart, kardia, takes place, and this means that no doctrine is circulating in the stream of consciousness and no new doctrine is being learned to strengthen and stabilize the believer. Insubordination against divinely constituted authority gets to the point of revolution, Neh. 9:16-17.  Strong decisions are made against the Word of God. 
Stage 8:     REVERSE PROCESS REVERSIONISM is the final stage in which Satan’s plan for the believer completely replaces God’s plan for him. At this point, the believer cannot be distinguished from an unbeliever. He begins facing in the opposite direction, away from God. Priorities and values are reversed. Previous values based on doctrine are rejected and replaced with wrong values, wrong motivation, and wrong decisions from a position of weakness. All capacity for love, life, and happiness disappear and there is no overt manifestation of being born again. Earlier objects of affection are looked upon with scorn.  Superficial acquaintances are cultivated rather than true friendships. Bona fide objects of love become the target of indifference, hatred, bitterness, cruelty, maligning, judging, and revenge. The only thing to happen to this believer next is the Sin Unto Death. 


LESSON  # 154   (11-27-07)   Review the above

LESSON  # 155   (11-29-07)   

Back to 1 Peter 5:9 notes
17.  firm;   STEREOS  s)  adj. mpm,  solid, firm, strong, steadfast.  It was used in the military for a battle line and this is the connotation here.

18   in your faith;    HO (article, dsf   +  PISTIS s)  n.dsf,  faith, belief, dative of advantage and with the definite article, pistis, this refers to that which is believed.

19.  One cannot resist the devil when he is weak in faith. There is no room for vacillation. The only way anyone can remain firm in his faith is by consistently taking in the Word of God.

20.  knowing that the same experiences of suffering;   OIDA  (part. ra.  So much of the Christian life depends on the word “knowing”.  Ignorance is the greatest neutralizer of so many believers’ spiritual lives.  The same experience refers to undeserved suffering.  

21.  are being accomplished by your brethren who are in the world;.  EPITELEO  inf. pp, to experience, undergo, complete, finish. Believers throughout the world in every age have been persecuted.  
LESSON  # 156   (12-4-07) 
I Peter 5:10

After you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who called you to His eternal glory in Christ, will Himself perfect, confirm, strengthen and establish you.
1. After you have suffered . . . PROSCHO (plural participle.  Notice that the word “suffering” is mentioned in verse 9 as well as here in verse 10.  In this epistle, Peter uses the word “suffer” 4 times,  “suffering” 3 times, “suffered” 3 times, “suffers” 2 times, and “suffering” 3 times.  

2. The Bible is replete with scriptures dealing with suffering.

Rom. 8:17-18   -  and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him.  For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us.

2 Cor. 1:7  -  Our hope for you is unshaken, for we know that as you share in our sufferings, you will also share in our comfort  [consolation, encouragement].

Hebrews 10:32   -  But remember the former days, when, after being enlightened, you endured a great conflict of sufferings,
2 Corinthians 4:16-18   -  Therefore we do not lose heart, but though our outer man is decaying, yet our inner man is being renewed day by day.  17) For momentary, light affliction is producing for us an eternal weight of glory far beyond all comparison,  18) while we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen; for the things which are seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal.

3.  for a little while. . .  Most of the time, we consider any suffering we must endure to be of a long duration, even if it lasts for only a short time. Even if suffering lasts for months, years, or decades, it is still very short compared to eternity.

The 4 Ps of Undeserved Suffering

1. POWER  -  Not your power but the power of the Holy Spirit.
2. PERSPICACITY  -  Perceptiveness and discernment from B.D. 
3. PATIENCE  -  Tranquility of soul while enduring adversity.
4. PERSEVERANCE  -  A mental attitude of never quitting or giving up on B.D.
LESSON  # 157   (12-6-07) 
4.   the God of all grace . . .  All grace comes from God. See the 6 Types Of Grace. Notice the greetings Peter used in both of his epistles: 1 Pet. 1:2  - “May grace and peace be yours in fullest measure” , and 2 Pet. 1:2  -  Grace and peace be multiplied to you. The words “be yours in fullest measure” and “be multiplied” are aorist passive verbs. The passive voice is consistent with the truth that this is the work of another, God, who gives the bountiful blessing of His grace.
5.  who called you. . . KALEO (part. aa; The Bible confronts us with a threefold call:

1) the call to salvation. . . goes out to all people.  Isa. 1:18; 45:22 ; 55:1–3 ; Matt. 11:26–30; John 7:37–39, 12:32, Rom. 10:13, Rev. 22:18. 
2) the call to Spiritual Growth. . .  goes out to all believers, Eph. 4:15,  Col. 1:10, 2 Tm. 2:15, 1 Pet. 2:2,  2 Pet. 3:18.   
3) the call into the ministry. . . is made by the Holy Spirit to those who communicate the Word of God. Acts 13:2, Eph. 4:11, 1 Cor. 12:11, 1 Tm. 1:12 

5.  to His eternal glory in Christ. . . This is Peter’s last use of “glory” out of eight in this epistle: 1 Peter 1:7,11, 21, 24; 2:20; 4:14; 5:1, 10.    There are three stages of sanctification for every believer: 

Stage 1:    Positional Sanctification (at salvation)
Victory over the penalty of sin          

Positionally higher than angels

Stage 2:
Experiential Sanctification (in time)    
Victory over the power of sin (potential)  
Physically lower than angels

Stage 3:
Ultimate Sanctification (in eternity)      
Victory over the presence of sin        
Physically higher than angels

God’s call to grow spiritually goes out to every believer, but only believers who answer that call receive the four promises listed in this verse.  So this call to His eternal glory is limited to those believers who have suffered, patiently endured undeserved suffering, for a little while, certain periods of time while on earth.

LESSON  # 158   (12-13-07) 
6. will Himself perfect . . . KATARTIZO (v. fai;  KATA, with  +  ARTIZO, to adjust, fit, finish, to put something into its  appropriate condition. Peter was a fisherman using this word that meant to fix a broken net. Suffering breaks the nets of our life, but God’s grace mends them.

7.  confirm. . . STHENOO v. fai; strengthen, make strong, mental stability, making up one’s mind, not vacillating. 

8.  strengthen. . . STERIZO v. fai; to set up something so that it remains immovable, to firmly fix, support, to make  steadfast in mind. This word was used by Callimachus of Cyrene in 300 B.C.  A master of Hellenistic poetry, he used sterizo:  “to support a vine by a stake and an aging man by a stick,” Theological dictionary of the New Testament. 1964-c1976. Vols. 5-9 edited by Gerhard Friedrich. Vol. 10
9.  and establish you. . . THEMELIOO v. fai; to lay a foundation, figuratively, as providing a firm basis for belief or practice; to cause to be firm and unwavering


Hebrews 6:1-2  -   Therefore leaving the elementary teaching about the Christ, let us press on to maturity, not laying again a foundation    [basic doctrines]  of repentance from dead works   [human good]  and of faith toward God  [faith rest],   2) of instruction about washings  [baptisms]  and laying on of hands  [blessing/ordination], and the resurrection of the dead and eternal judgment.

10.  All of these words are given in the form of a promise, not to everyone, but to those who suffer undeserved suffering for a little while.  Peter was emphasizing how endurance in suffering can be possible as one is able to look forward to eternal rewards. Believers are able to be steadfast in the most difficult situations if they are aware of the fulfilling and righteous inheritance which awaits them.

11.   Hope, something to look forward to, gives people reason for enduring hardships.  *Read 1 Peter 1:3-6.
12. The future tense of these four participles refers to when we experience undeserved suffering in the future. 

The active voice means that Christ Himself will produce these qualities in us after we have suffered for a little while.

The indicative mood indicates the reality of blessings in the midst of undeserved suffering.

1 Peter 5:11

To Him be dominion forever and ever. Amen.   

This is a benediction, similar to the one in: 

1 Peter 4:11  . . . -  Jesus Christ, to whom belongs the glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 
1 Timothy 6:16  . . .  To Him be honor and eternal dominion! Amen.

1 Peter 5:12

Through Silvanus, our faithful brother (for so I regard him), I have written to you briefly, exhorting and testifying that this is the true grace of God. Stand firm in it!

1.  Often, apostles like Paul and Peter had an amanuensis write the letters for them as they dictated. Amanuensis: one employed to write from dictation or to copy a manuscript. Silas served as Peter’s who was probably the same Silas who accompanied Paul on his second missionary journey, Acts 15:40, but Peter may have penned these last verses himself. Paul often used an amanuensis at the close of his epistles. 

2.  exhorting. . .  PARAKALEO part. pa;  PARA, to the side  +  KALEO, to call to one’s side for the purpose of comforting, encouraging, consoling, cheering up, inviting, or summoning.


Everyone needs to be exhorted and encouraged from time to time, especially on the basis of the Word of God.

3.  and testifying. . . EPIMARTYREO part. pa; to testify emphatically; to appear as a witness. Peter not only encourages them but also adds his own eyewitness testimony to the things he declared.

4.  that this is the true grace of God. . . is a guarantee that what Peter was saying is true.

5.  Stand firm in it! . . . HISTEMI v. aam; stand firm, hold one’s ground. This same exact word is used in Eph. 6:14.  Stand firm therefore, having girded your loins with truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness.  We are not to vacillate or be carried about by every wind of doctrine.

6.  In what must we to stand firm? God’s grace. We can only do this by consistently growing knowledge of doctrine.  

2 Thessalonians 2:15  -  So then, brethren, stand firm and hold to the traditions   [teachings]   which you were taught, whether by word of mouth or by letter from us.

1 Peter 5:13-14

She who is in Babylon, chosen together with you, sends you greetings, and so does my son, Mark.

1.  There is much disagreement about this verse concerning who “She” is and where ‘Babylon” is.

a. Some think that “she” refers to Peter’s wife while others think that it refers to the church.

b. It is possible that Peter was purposely making this verse vague and nebulous so that if the letter got intercepted, the person or persons mentioned here and their location would be protected.

c. No doubt, those who received the letter would know who he referred to and where they were located.

d. It appears to be more probable that the “she” refers to the church.

e. Many argue that “Babylon” refers to Rome and while Peter was there, he got wind of the forthcoming persecution and sent this letter as a warning.  There are also those who argue that Peter was never in Rome.  Still others argue that Peter actually sent the letter from Babylon which is unlikely.

f. This does not say, “She who is in Babylon with me”.  Paul could have received word from the church in Rome while residing elsewhere and was passing on the greeting.

2.  Mark was not Peter’s son by birth but his son in the faith.  Mark was Barnabas’ cousin Col. 4:10.
3.  Vs. 14 -  Greet one another with a kiss of love. Peace be to you all who are in Christ.   This greeting was a common sign of fellowship and Christian love  Rom. 16:16; 1 Cor. 16:20; 2 Cor. 13:12; 1 Thes. 5:26.  He ends his letter as he began it  1 Pet. 1:2, with the desire that they would have the blessed peace which is granted only to those who are “in Christ,” who is our Peace Eph. 2:14.
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