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1ST THESSALONIANS 

CHAPTER 2  
Paul did not go to Thessalonica for a vacation or to make speeches but was on a mission to witness to unbelievers and train them. He accomplished his mission and reminded his readers that his motives and actions were honorable and not in vain. 

vs. 1  -12  Presentation of the gospel.

vs. 13-16  Reception of the gospel. 

vs. 17-20  Reward for witnessing. 

1 THESS. 2:1-2   

For you yourselves know, brethren, that our coming to you was not in vain,  2) but after we had already suffered and been mistreated in Philippi, as you know, we had the boldness in our God to speak to you the gospel of God amid much opposition.

. . . For you yourselves know, brethren . . . When you see “you yourselves”, the author is trying to get your attention. He is making an emphatic statement that involves you. 

. . . know OIDA v. pai;  to understand; remember; to perceive.  The fact that Paul was able to call them “brethren” proves his visit to Thessalonica was successful.

. . . that our coming to you was not in vain . . . GINO  v. pai.  Why do you suppose this word is in the perfect tense?  It is a grammatical illustration of what doctrine?

LESSON #19   (3-30-10)  

2:2 . . . but after we had already suffered. . . PROPASCHO  part. pa;  to suffer beforehand.  Acts 16:16-24 gives an account of the suffering they endured in Philippi right before they came to Thessalonica. 

. . . and been mistreated in Philippi . . . HUBRIZO  part. pp; arrogant; insolent; wicked, insulting treatment. It is where we get our English word “hubris”.  

. . . as you know . . . Paul reminded them of these things because these believers were under attack by unbelievers who were spreading lies to undermine their confidence in Paul.

. . . we had the boldness in our God . . . Now we come to the main verb. 
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PARRESIAZOMAI  v. ami;  to have courage and confidence; to be daring; to not be afraid to speak openly and boldly. 

LESSON #20   (4-1-10)   Truth is music to the ears of the humble!

. . . boldness . . . PARRESIAZOMAI is used 9 times in the NT and every time it is a reference to speaking boldly. God gives us the courage we need to speak boldly about Him and His Word when we can’t find the courage within ourselves.

There will always be rejection and resistance to truth, but we must not allow it to stifle our declaration of truth in any way. The problem many times is that people fail to boldly declare the truth to others because they are not sure they have the truth or.

. . . to speak to you the gospel of God . . .  LALEO  inf. aa;  to speak out in contrast to keeping silent. Some people may have had a bad experience in giving the truth to someone and they use it as an excuse not to speak out any more. What a shame. Some

are afraid to make someone squirm or they’re embarrassed to mention Jesus Christ’s name.

The gospel means “good news” but it doesn’t always refer to the good news concerning eternal salvation. It can sometimes refer to a different doctrine.

. . . amid much opposition . . . AGONI  n. dsm;  in much agony,  2 Peter 

“Strife, contention, contest for victory or mastery such as was used in the Greek games of running, boxing, wrestling, and so forth. Paul applies the word to the evangelical contest against the enemies of man’s salvation (1 Tim. 6:12; 2 Tim. 4:7 [cf. 1 Cor. 9:24]). A race, a place to run (Heb. 12:1). A struggle, contest, contention (Phil. 1:29, 30; Col. 2:1; 1 Thess 2:2). In the NT, it is presented as the life task of the Christian.” (Spiros Zodhiates, The Complete Word Study Dictionary : New Testament)  
Believers are in a contest, a struggle, or fight. Paul certainly understood that life is a fight. At the end of his life he said, “I have fought the good fight”, 2 Tim. 4:7. The same root word is used in 1 Tm. 6:12 where he commanded Timothy, “fight the good fight”, v. pam.
We are surrounded by lies, deception, traps, and evil. We either give in to it or we fight it. Our weapon is to know the Word of God, 2 Cor. 10:3-5.   Our guide is the Holy Spirit.  
John 16:13 . . . when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all truth.

1 THESS. 2:3-4 

For our exhortation does not come from error or impurity or by way of deceit;  4) but just as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel, so we speak, not as pleasing men but God, who examines our hearts.    

. . . For our exhortation . . . PARAKLESIS  sn. nsf; comes from PARAKALEO. PARA = beside + KALEO = to call;  to call someone to your side.  It means exhortation, encouragement, or comfort.  Exhortation is used here as a synonym for the gospel.

. . .does not come from . . . There is no verb here in the Greek. It was removed in order to emphasize the negative. There are three things listed here that you cannot have when you give the gospel.  The first thing our encouraging gospel does not come from is from error.

. . .  [1] error . . . PLANE  n. gsf;  delusion, error, false judgment. It is absolutely imperative that we give the gospel correctly. The common grace of the Holy Spirit is activated only when someone hears the gospel accurately. It must be given with the understanding that salvation is through faith alone in Christ alone. See Galatians 1:6-12.
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. . . or [2] impurity . . .  AKATHARISA  n. gsf;  unclean, impure, immoral;  This refers to being in a state of carnality. Our encouraging gospel is not from carnality. Don’t witness to others unless you are filled with the Holy Spirit. 

. . . or by way of [3] deceit . . . DOLOS  sn. dsm;  deceit, fraud, to bait; a huckster; one who uses aggressive, showy, and sometimes devious methods to promote or sell a product.  It was used for a tavern keeper of the ancient world. They would serve up their wine until the customers became a little fuzzy he would start to water it down. Our encouraging gospel is not from deceit or from desire for profit.  
2 Corinthians 2:17 . . . For we are not like many, peddling   [KAPELOS, to hustle people, huckster, profiteer]   the word of God, but as from sincerity, but as from God, we speak in Christ in the sight of God.

Our gospel must never be watered down. Adding anything to faith in Jesus Christ for salvation is watering it down, such as inviting Christ into your heart, making Him Lord of your life, or doing good works as if these are necessary for salvation.             

2:4 . . . but just as we have been approved by God . . . DOKIMAZO  v. rpi ; tested, approved; to try, prove, discern, distinguish, approve.  It has the notion of proving a thing whether it is worthy or not.  God had tested Paul’s method and motivation in giving the gospel and had given His approval. It’s not man’s approval but God’s approval that is important. Paul wasn’t interested in the approval of man.  We shouldn’t be either.

What other verse do you know that has the phrase “approved by God”?  _________________

LESSON #21   (4-6-10)   
Sometimes God brings testing into our lives so we may be approved, not only by Him, but also by unbelievers watching us. When we maintain our composure and stability under pressure and adversity, the unbeliever takes notice and starts to believe that there must be something to the gospel.

. . . to be entrusted with the gospel . . .  PISTEUO  inf. ap;  to believe, to trust or entrust. “(IV) Trans., to entrust, commit in trust to someone (Luke 16:11; John 2:24). In the pass., pisteúomai, with the acc. of thing, to be entrusted with something, to have something committed to one’s trust or charge (Rom. 3:2; 1 Cor. 9:17; Gal. 2:7; 1 Thess. 2:4; 1 Tim. 1:11; Titus 1:3)”. Spiros Zodhiates, The Complete Word Study Dictionary : New Testament, electronic ed. (Chattanooga, TN: AMG Publishers, 2000, c1992, c1993), G4100.
2 Corinthians 5:19  . . . God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and He has committed   [TITHEMI, to assign, entrust, place, appoint]  to us the word of reconciliation.
. . . so we speak . . . LALEO  v. pai.  The present tense of this verb is so important. We keep on speaking the gospel no matter what. Speaking the truth of God’s Word will not make you popular, but it is too important to worry about what others may think.

. . . not as pleasing men but God . . . We shouldn’t give a hoot about what others think about us when we are giving them Bible doctrine. We must give it to them full bore, dogma-tically, and without reservation. Human viewpoint is contrary to truth and is offensive to arrogant, ignorant people. You can’t sweet-talk someone into believing or submitting to God.

. . . who examines our hearts . . .  DOKIMAZO  par. pa;  is the same root word as the beginning of this verse, only this time, it is a present active participle rather than a perfect passive indicative.   

Psalm 7:9 . . . O let the evil of the wicked come to an end, but establish the righteous; for the righteous God tries the hearts and minds. 

Proverbs 17:3 . . . the refining pot is for silver and the furnace for gold, But the LORD tests hearts. 

Jeremiah 17:10 . . . "I, the LORD, search the heart, I test the mind, Even to give to each man according to his ways, According to the results of his deeds. 

Hebrews 4:13 . . . And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are open and laid bare to the eyes of Him with whom we have to do. 

Revelation 2:23 . . . 'And I will kill her children with pestilence; and all the churches will know that I am He who searches the minds and hearts; and I will give to each one of you according to your deeds.       

1 THESS. 2:5-6   
For we never came with flattering speech, as you know, nor with a pretext for greed-- God is witness  6) nor did we seek glory from men, either from you or from others, even though as apostles of Christ we might have asserted our authority.

. . . For we never came with flattering speech . . . Flattery means to praise excessively especially from motives of self-interest. It is a tool used to manipulate other people. 

Psalm 5:8-9 . . . LORD, lead me in Thy righteousness because of my foes; Make Thy way straight before me.  9) There is nothing reliable in what they say; Their inward part is destruction itself; Their throat is an open grave; They flatter with their tongue.  

Psalm 12:1-3 . . . Help, LORD, for the godly man ceases to be, For the faithful disappear from among the sons of men.  2) They speak falsehood to one another; With flattering lips and with a double heart they speak.  3) May the LORD cut off all flattering lips, The tongue that speaks great things;         

Proverbs 7:21 . . . With her many persuasions she  [a prostitute]  entices him; With her flattering lips she seduces him.                                                                                                                                                                          
Proverbs 26:28 . . . A lying tongue hates those it crushes, and a flattering mouth works ruin.  

Romans 16:17-18 . . . Now I urge you, brethren, keep your eye on those who cause dissensions and hindrances contrary to the teaching which you learned, and turn away from them.  18) For such men are slaves, not of our Lord Christ but of their own appetites; and by their smooth and flattering speech they deceive the hearts of the unsuspecting. 

LESSON #22   (4-8-10)  
Jude 1:16 . . . these are grumblers, finding fault, following after their own lusts; they speak arrogantly, flattering people for the sake of gaining an advantage.

Proverbs 28:23 . . . He who rebukes a man will afterward find more favor than he who flatters with the tongue.  

Proverbs 29:5 . . . A man who flatters his neighbor Is spreading a net for his steps.  

The only protection from the temptation of using flattery or from being used by flattery is the Word of God.  Grace-orientation is the best protection from flattery.     

. . . as you know . . . Again, Paul repeats what they already know to reinforce it in their minds.

. . . nor with a pretext for greed . . . Peter warns believers to be careful not to be exploited by the greed of false teachers. 

2 Peter 2:3 . . . and in their greed they will exploit you with false words . . .  
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. . . God is witness . . . No one could look into Paul’s soul and witness that what he was saying was true, so he proclaimed God as his witness

2:6 . . . nor did we seek glory from men . . . One thing a person should learn as he gets older is that fame and glory is fleeting. People who are famous today are forgotten tomorrow.  People in general are fickle and have short memories.

. . . either from you or from others . . . Paul included his companions when he said that they were not interested in receiving glory from anyone.

. . . even though as apostles of Christ . . . Certain men were given the spiritual gift of apostleship which carried the highest authority in the Church Age. The spiritual gift of apostleship ended when the apostle John died, so the highest authority in the local church now is the pastor-teacher.

. . . we might have asserted our authority.   Literally, to have the power, DUNAMOAI; to become a burden or a heavy weight. 

1 THESS. 2:7

But we proved to be gentle among you, as a nursing mother tenderly cares for her own children.    

New converts must be treated with care. They take a lot of toleration and understanding. Much harm can be done if they are treated harshly or do not receive attention or forgiveness.

1 THESS. 2:8
Having thus a fond affection for you, we were well-pleased to impart to you, not only the gospel of God, but also our own lives because you had become very dear to us.

Paul and his companions developed a very close emotional attachment to the Thessalonian believers. They not only gave them the gospel and taught them doctrine, they also helped them with their physical needs.

1 THESS. 2:9
For you recall, brethren, our labor and hardship, how working night and day so as not to be a burden to any of you, we proclaimed to you the gospel of God.

Similar verses:  2 Thess. 3:7-9 . . . or you yourselves know how you ought to follow our example, because we did not act in an undisciplined manner among you,  8) nor did we eat anyone's bread without paying for it, but with labor and hardship we kept working night and day so that we might not be a burden to any of you;  9) not because we do not have the right to this, but in order to offer ourselves as a model for you, that you might follow our example.

Paul, Silas, and Timothy worked physically to support themselves even though they had the right to be supported by their congregation. They did this so no one could allege they were preaching for the money. There were many accusations being leveled against them, and no doubt, money would have been one more allegation if they weren’t self-supporting.

LESSON #23   (4-13-10)  
Pastor-teachers do have the right to be supported by their congregations:

Deut. 25:4, Matt. 10:10, Luke 10:7-9, Gal. 6:6, 1 Cor. 9:6-14, 2 Cor. 11:-9, Phil. 4:15-17,

1 Tim. 5:17-18, 2 Thes. 3:8-9.
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. . . For you recall, brethren, our labor . . . KOPOS sn. asm;  wearisome effort, toil, vexation; used not so much to denote the actual exertion a man makes but the weariness he experiences from that exertion. 

Spiros Zodhiates, The Complete Word Study Dictionary: New Testament, electronic ed. (Chattanooga, TN: AMG Publishers, 2000, c’92, ’93, G2873.

. . . and hardship . . . MOCHTHOS  sn. asm;  hard labor, toil, physical exertion. It is used also in 2 Cor. 11:27 and 2 Thess. 3:8 and always is accompanied with “labor”  kopos. It refers to hard manual labor. We know Paul used his skill at times making tents Acts 17:2. It was not easy for Paul to work making tents and then find the time to properly feed his flock.
. . . how working night and day so as not to be a burden to any of you . . .  Paul was very careful to show that those who were saying he was there just to exploit his flock financially were making false accusations. They were lying. People guilty of doing this are out-of-line and do not have the right motivation. 

1 Peter 5:2 . . . Shepherd the flock of God among you, exercising oversight not under compulsion, but voluntarily, according to the will of God; and not for sordid gain   [KJV, filthy lucre]   but with eagerness;

Titus 1:7 . . . For the overseer must be above reproach as God's steward, not self-willed, not quick-tempered, not addicted to wine, not pugnacious, not fond of sordid gain . . . (KJV) filthy lucre, AISCHROKERDES s adj.; a compound word, AISCHROS = indecent, dishonorable + KERDOS = gain.  This is a person who is eager to gain even if such gain degrades his moral character. 

Pastors are not to minister to their flocks for financial gain. Some believe that any amount a pastor receives above the poverty level is to be considered “filthy lucre”. This is not true. A pastor is to be supported by his flock as best as they can. 

1 Timothy 5:17-18 . . . Let the elders   [PRESBUTEROI, pastor-teachers]   who rule well be considered worthy   [ v.ppm]   of double honor   [Diplous time'],  especially those who work hard at preaching and teaching.  18) For the Scripture says, "You shall not muzzle the ox while he is threshing," and "The laborer is worthy of his wages."

The context of these verses definitely focuses on financial issues. “Diplous time'” does not mean double honor exactly. The Greek word “time (means honor, and in the verb form, can mean to reward. It is where we get the English word “honorarium” which is payment in recognition of acts or professional services for which custom or propriety forbids a price to be set. 

It refers to giving the pastor-teacher REMUNERATION and RESPECT. Verse 18 clarifies this. The first obligation of the church is to pay its pastor WELL! And, then, he can be released to study and teach and study and teach! And, also, being a pastor is an honorable occupation worthy of respect - if fulfilled correctly. Some believe that “double honor” means that a pastor who does his job well should receive at least double the average income of his congregation if they are financially capable of doing so.

“It is God’s plan that the needs of His servants be met by their local churches; and He will bless churches that are faithful to His servants. If a church is not faithful, and its pastor’s needs are not met, it is a poor testimony; and God has ways of dealing with the situation. He can provide through other means, but then the church misses the blessing; or He may move His servant elsewhere.” Warren W. Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary, "An Exposition of the New Testament 
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. . . we proclaimed to you the gospel of God . . . KERRUSO  v. aai;  to proclaim or preach publicly. Paul and his companions were not only working when they disseminated doctrine from “behind the pulpit”.  The Biblical research, preparation and organization of their lessons, and then traveling to the place of assembly takes time, dedication, and hard work. So they were working manually with their hands as they were working teaching the word.

LESSON #23   (4-13-10)  
1 THESS. 2:10-12
You are witnesses, and so is God, how devoutly and uprightly and blamelessly we behaved toward you believers;  11) just as you know how we were exhorting and encouraging and imploring each one of you as a father would his own children,  12) so that you may walk in a manner worthy of the God who calls you into His own kingdom and glory.

. . .You are witnesses, and so is God . . .  Both the Thessalonians and God were witnesses of the truthfulness of Paul’s claims. Paul, Silas, and Timothy were like the spiritual father of the Thessalonians much like fathers should be good examples to their children, and the Thessalonians as well as God were fully aware of it.

. . . how devoutly . . . HOSIOS  s adv.;  holy, sacredly, loyalty.  The idea is that they kept on separating the human viewpoint out from their own minds in order to consistently use divine viewpoint. 

. . . and uprightly . . . DIKAIOS  sadv.; justly, proper, rightly. 

. . . and blamelessly. . . AMEMTOS sadv.;  blamelessly, faultlessly.  They were filled with the Holy Spirit, so no one could rightfully accuse them of wrong-doing.  

. . . we behaved toward you believers . . . They set the example. Their main concern was to encourage the Thessalonian believers to live a way of life that was fitting of ambassadors of Christ. 
Verse 11  . . . just as you know how we were exhorting and encouraging and imploring each one of you as a father would his own children . . .

. . . just as you know how we were exhorting . . . PARAKALEO part. pa; to call to ones side; to aid, help, encourage.  A father may help his children by speaking to them kindly or by censuring them. In both cases he is giving them what they need. This requires discernment, knowing when to be gentle and when to be firm.

. . . and encouraging . . .  PARAMUTHEOMAI  part. pa;  to speak soothingly, kindly, in order to comfort or console.  This word is used only four times in the NT and it appears twice in this epistle (1 Thess. 5:14).

. . . and imploring each one of you . . .  MARTUROMAI  part. pa;  to exhort solemnly, implore, charge, insist, urge, beseech. New believers should be taught the fundamentals of doctrine and how to give the gospel to others.

. . . as a father would his own children . . .  We had the comparison of the missionaries to a mother in verse 7 and now they are compared to a father. The new believers are referred to in this verse as children, meaning they needed a great deal of training and attention.

LESSON #24   (4-15-10)                                                      
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Verse 12 . . . so that you may walk in a manner worthy of the God who calls you into His own kingdom and glory.    

. . . so that you may walk . . .  PERIPATEO  inf. pa;  a compound word, PERI = about + PATEO = to walk.  It is figuratively used to refer to one’s behavior; the way one conducts his life. This word is used 95 times in the ESV and is also translated, act, do, behave, practice, and lead the life.   

LESSON #25   (4-20-10)  
. . . in a manner worthy of the God . . . AXIOS s adv.  How often during the day do we stop and ask ourselves if we are behaving in a way that is pleasing to God?  If believers are doing that, it is probably making a big difference in the way things are going.

There are at least six ways in which we are to walk worthy of God.

  1)  Galatians 5:16 is the first one; “Walk by means of the Spirit.” You can’t walk worthy unless you are filled with the Spirit. 

2)  We are to walk in the sphere of the faith-rest technique, 2 Cor. 5:7. If we are going to walk worthy of God, then we must use the faith-rest technique, day by day, moment by moment. 

3)  We must walk in the sphere of love, Ephesians 5:2, which is one of the results of being filled with the Holy Spirit. 

4)  We are told to walk in wisdom, Colossians 4:5.  Wisdom is the application of doctrine to experience and means we must first of all know it, then apply it. You cannot work worthy of God unless you are applying doctrine to experience. 
5)  “Walk in the light”, 1 John 1:7, refers to fellowship, and believers cannot walk worthy of God unless they walk in fellowship;  again the need for rebound. \

 6)  Finally, “walk worthy of the vocation in which you were called”, Ephesians 4:1.  
Definition of vocation: 1) a particular occupation, business, or profession; calling. 2)a strong impulse or inclination to follow a particular activity or career. 3) a divine call to God's service or to the Christian life. 4) a function or station in life to which one is called by God.  Modern Language Association (MLA): "vocation." Dictionary.com Unabridged. Random House, Inc. 20 Apr. 2010.  Dictionary.com http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/vocation.
We all have a business, occupation, or profession, but our main vocation is being an ambassador for Christ, and we are to walk worthy of that vocation. 

Colossians 1:9b-10  . . . we have not ceased to pray for you and to ask that you may be filled [v.aps] with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding,  10) so that you will walk  [inf. aa]  in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects, bearing fruit  [part. pa]  in every good work and increasing [part. pp] in the knowledge of God;

. . . who calls you into His own kingdom and glory . . .  This is a sobering thought. Dare  I say, we have a destiny?  God did not just save us from sin, He also saved us to share His Kingdom and glory. Wow! 

LESSON #26   (4-22-10)  
To the ignorant and arrogant, this means nothing;  they have no appreciation for what God has made available to them. What a shame.
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1 Thess. 2:13  
And for this reason, we also constantly thank God that when you received from us the word of God's message, you accepted it, not as the word of men, but for what it really is, the word of God, which also performs its work in you who believe.

. . . And for this reason, we also constantly thank God. . .   First notice that they were constantly thanking God for something. There are always reasons to show gratitude to God. We should be thanking Him every day for His undeserved grace and blessings. But these days, we have some of the most unthankful, conceited, self-absorbed, ill-mannered, disrespectful people who have ever lived. They seldom, if ever, give God a thought, much less give Him the praise and gratitude He deserves.

Grace-oriented people show appreciation; arrogant people take things for granted. You don’t see many grace-oriented people today because most don’t know what grace is and they’ve never been taught good manners. Thoughtfulness and courtesy are quickly becoming a thing of the past.

. . . that when you received  [part. aa]  from us the word of God's message . . . Notice that the message the Thessalonians heard was God’s message even though they heard it from a human’s mouth. “When Christians share their faith, they do not merely give their particular viewpoint on life as one among the endless variety of human theories. They announce the divinely revealed truth of God, a word from God.” John F. Walvoord, Roy B. Zuck and Dallas Theological Seminary, The Bible Knowledge Commentary : An Exposition of the Scriptures (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1983-c1985), 2:695.
“Someone has said that the gospel is not the kind of message man would invent if he could, nor is it a message he could invent if he would.” (ibid) 

. . . you received . . . PARALAMBANO  part. aa;  PARA = beside or near + LAMBANO = to take near, or receive to oneself. They were open enough to give the gospel a fair hearing. 

. . . you accepted it . . .  DECHOMAI  v. aai;  to receive, admit with the mind and heart, i.e., by implication to approve, embrace, follow. This is the main verb and it refers to one of the most beautiful things in this life, positive volition. The angels break out in song whenever someone accepts the gospel, Luke 15:10.

First they received the word, they gave it a hearing, then they accepted it, had positive volition towards it. Notice that the verb DECHOMAI, “to accept”, is in the active voice. This means we produce the action of accepting or believing it. This is important to remember when discussing what false doctrine? _______________________________

. . . not as the word of men . . . They did not consider their message as just one more of many theories and ideas being spread about. What made their message different? 

. . . but for what it really is, the word of God . . . Why do you suppose they accepted the message these men gave to be the Word of God?  Hint,  Heb. 4:12, 1 Thess. 1:5.

Psalm 119:129-130 . . . Thy testimonies are wonderful; Therefore my soul observes them.  130) The unfolding of Thy words gives light; It gives understanding to the simple.

Eccl. 12:11 . . . The words of wise men are like goads  [Acts 26:14],  and masters of these collections are like well-driven nails;  they are given by one Shepherd. 
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Isaiah 55:11 . . . So shall My word be which goes forth from My mouth; It shall not return to Me empty, Without accomplishing what I desire, And without succeeding in the matter for which I sent it.

Jeremiah 23:29 . . . "Is not My word like fire?" declares the LORD, "and like a hammer which shatters a rock?

2 Cor. 10:4-5 . . . for the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but divinely powerful for the destruction of fortresses.  5) We are destroying speculations and every lofty thing raised up against the knowledge of God, and we are taking every thought captive to the obedience of Christ . . .

. . . which also performs its work in you . . . ENERGEO  v. pmi  to work, show activity, produce.  First the Word of God works in us, then we work for God. The middle voice here means that we are benefited by work of God’s Word in us.  

LESSON #27   (4-27-10)  

Something happens when you learn Bible doctrine; your soul is infused with knowledge that has power to transform you. God gives us the command to be transformed.

Romans 12:2 . . . And do not be Stop being conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind . . . 

 . . . be transformed . . . METAMORPHOOMAI v. ppm; to transform; to change form. This word is used in Matt. 17:2 when Jesus was transfigured  [v. api]  before three disciples. The present tense tells us that this is a process; it happens over a period of time.

The passive voice indicates that we receive this transformation;  we don’t cause it. It is the Word of God working in us that renews our minds. It is alive and powerful and can do what nothing else in this world can do:  changing our thinking to line up with Christ’s thinking.

The imperative mood means this transformation is not an option; it’s a command. Believers who are not renewing their minds with doctrine are disobeying God.

Every time you stop doing something or saying something you shouldn’t because of the doctrine in your soul, it is an indication that the Word of God has performed its work in you

This work that the Word of God does is invisible;  it’s on the inside but it eventually is manifested on the outside in the way one behaves, dresses, and talks.  Over time, it can even change one’s appearance.  

. . . who believe . . . We dare not leave out these two words, TOIS sand PISTEUO part. pa;  to believe, trust, have faith. The reason faith is so important is because the transformation does not take place without it. 

Learning the Word is not the same as believing the Word. Just because a person is able to quote scripture and explain doctrinal precepts doesn’t necessarily mean they’ve been transformed by what they’ve learned.

A college student who takes a course in anthropology may be able to cite all the reasons why evolution is accepted and have great test scores, but that doesn’t necessarily mean he believes in evolution. They do what is necessary to pass.
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Some believers are like that. They learn doctrine, are able to give the right answers, and  think that’s all that’s necessary to pass and become a mature believer. But they’re wrong.

It’s true you can’t grow to spiritual maturity without learning doctrine, but learning isn’t enough. It also takes what?  

LESSON #28   (4-29-10)  

Application! You can learn something without believing it, but you can’t apply it without believing it. We must believe it in order to apply it!   EPIGNOSIS 
James called these type people “hearers instead of doers”, James 1:22-25. 

James 1:22 . . . But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.
Hearers of the Word are not experientially sanctified. It is the hearers and doers that will receive rewards at the Nike Awards Ceremony.  Those who expect to receive rewards based on hearing the Word are deceiving themselves.

1 Thess. 2:14-16a  

For you, brethren, became imitators of the churches of God in Christ Jesus that are in Judea, for you also endured the same sufferings at the hands of your own countrymen, even as they did from the Jews,  15) who both killed the Lord Jesus and the prophets, and drove us out, they are not pleasing to God, but hostile to all men,  16) hindering us from speaking to the Gentiles that they might be saved; with the result that they always fill up the measure of their sins.

For you, brethren . . . Sometimes you hear someone say, “We’re all God’s children” but that is not true. The only way to become a child of God is to be born again. So, everyone is not our brother, but every believer is our brother or sister.

The Thessalonian believers were Gentiles and they were persecuted by Gentiles just as their counterparts, the Jews, were persecuted in Judea by other Jews.  All believers who learn and apply doctrine will suffer persecution in one form or another. Often it comes from friends or even people in our own family. Why is this? Because doctrine divides.

Matthew 10:34-38 . . . Do not think that I came to bring peace on the earth; I did not come to bring peace, but a sword.  35) "For I came to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law;  36) and a man's enemies will be the members of his household.  37) "He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me; and he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me.  38) "And he who does not take his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me.

What should our attitude be when we suffer for refusing to compromise Bible doctrine?

James 1:2 . . . Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials,  

1 Peter 4:13 . . . but to the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing; so that also at the revelation of His glory, you may rejoice with exultation.

2 Timothy 2:12 . . . If we endure [suffering], we shall also reign with Him . . .
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Matthew 5:11-12 . . . "Blessed are you when men cast insults at you, and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely, on account of Me.  12) "Rejoice, and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

Verse 15  . . . who both killed the Lord Jesus . . . This is yet another scripture to refute those who claim Jesus did not really die on the cross, and therefore, did not rise from the dead.

Paul is not being anti-Semitic by his remark but is simply stating a fact of history. The Romans carried out the execution only because they were pressured to do so by the Jews.

It was God’s purpose to bless all the families of the earth through Israel, Gen. 12:3. They were to be His messengers of grace. They failed miserably in this mission even though He gave them His promises, covenants, prophets, the Law, and the Temple. He gave them the Scriptures as well as their Messiah, Jesus Christ, and what did they do? They rejected the Scriptures and killed their Savior. We are no better than they are.  

LESSON #29   (5-4-10)   
. . . the prophets . . . God sent prophets to His people to warn them that if they did not turn from their wickedness, He would judge them. Rather than heading the warning, the killed the prophets. Gracious warnings always came before judgment. 

The Northern Kingdom was conquered by the Assyrians for their rebellion, and the Southern Kingdom went into captivity for 70 years in Babylon for their disobedience. They returned to Jerusalem and continued with their defiance, so by 70 AD, God destroyed their nation and scattered them throughout the world. Their nation has been restored but they remain in unbelief. They will not acknowledge Jesus Christ as their Messiah until they experience the worst suffering of all time during the Tribulation called “Daniel’s Seventieth Week”.     See Matt. 23:23-39, 26:10
LESSON #30   (5-6-10)   
. .  and drove us out . . . Many times, the apostles had to flee for their lives and usually, it was the religious crowd who were driving them out. Religious people can be the most vicious, murdering people on earth. They hate grace and they hate those who are grace- oriented. Acts 17:5-14

. . . they are not pleasing to God . . . This of course is an example of LITOTES, something purposely understated to emphasize a point. Those who set themselves against God’s people also set themselves against God. Paul knew this very well, Acts 26:10-16. 

. . . but hostile to all men . . .  Judaizers and false teachers are in opposition to all mankind because their lies can cause believers to stumble and unbelievers to reject the gospel. They try to extinguish the light of truth and often persecute those who stand for it. 
Verse 16a) . . . hindering us from speaking to the Gentiles that they might be saved; with the result that they always fill up the measure of their sins. 
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. . . Hindering . . . does not mean being stopped. These evil men could hinder, restrain, and weaken those who were giving the gospel, but they could not stop them. God sees to it that every person who wants to know about Him will hear the gospel. 

. . . that they might be saved . . . The first priority when talking to strangers is to give them the gospel. Most of the time, unbelievers will want to change the subject to something else,

anything else like who will be the anti-Christ or what the mark of the beast might be. Don’t get distracted!  Stick with the gospel.

. . . with the result that they always fill up   [ANAPLEROO  ( inf. aa]   the measure of their sins.  Grace always precedes judgment. God gives people time to repent, but most of the time, they use that time to grow in their rebellion against Him. He waits until their stiff-necked defiance is entrenched, and then He lowers the boom. 

“Such people’s actions hurt themselves as well as others because they heap on additional sins for which God will judge them. God will only allow an individual or a group of individuals to accumulate so much sin, and then He will judge. He does not judge before this limit, which He alone knows, has been reached”, Gen. 15:16. John F. Walvoord, Roy B. Zuck and Dallas Theological Seminary, The Bible Knowledge Commentary : An Exposition of the Scriptures

See Daniel 8:20-25

Verse 16b . . . But wrath has come (aai typ.)upon them to the utmost.

NIV            . . . The wrath of God has come upon them at last.

NET           . . . But wrath has come upon them completely.  
LESSON #31   (5-11-10)   
It’s hard to determine what wrath Paul has in mind. 
Was he speaking of the 5th cycle of discipline to be administered to Israel in 70 AD and as if it had already happened because it was so certain to come?

Was he referring to the wrath of God that abides  (pai)  on unbelievers, John 3:36?

Was he referring to the fact that time had run out for the Jews who had been temporarily set aside and a new dispensation of the Church begun?

Was he using a consummative aorist, emphasizing the conclusion of something, with the Tribulation in mind?  Or, did he have all the above in mind?

Paul was emphasizing the gravity of hindering the gospel or giving a false gospel, Gal. 1:9-10.
1 Thess. 2:17  

But we, brethren, having been taken away from you for a short while-- in person, not in spirit, were all the more eager with great desire to see your face.

Now Paul changed the subject. He turned their attention to how much he missed seeing them. He wanted to make sure they knew that he hadn’t abandoned them, circumstances outside of his control prohibited them from returning.
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. . . having been taken away from you . . .  He was reminding them that he did not leave by choice but by force. The NIV and ESV uses the phrase “torn from you” rather than “taken away from you,”   Acts 17:5-10.
. . . for a short while . . .  It’s not clear whether Paul ever got to see his beloved flock again face to face but it really didn’t matter because he knew he would see them again in heaven and that would be just a short time.

. . . in person . . .  PROSOPON  n. dsn; Literally the part toward, at, or around the eye. Hence, the face, countenance, presence, person. They could no longer enjoy each other face to face.

. . . not in spirit . . . Literally, “not heart”. They were removed from each other physically but not in spirit. The Thessalonian believers remained in the thoughts of these great Bible teachers. 

. . . were all the more eager with great desire to see your face . . . SPOUDAZO 

v. aai;  to be eager, zeal, diligence. Those who have SPOUDAZO towards the Word also have SPOUDAZO towards fellowshipping with other believers.
There is a very special bond between a pastor and his congregation. Spiritual family ties can be much closer than physical family ties. Positive volition between believers is an extremely powerful force that brings believers together and keeps them together, maybe not in person, but certainly in spirit.

1 Thess. 2:18   

For we wanted to come to you, I, Paul, more than once, and yet Satan thwarted us.

Satan loves to see believers discouraged, depressed, lonely, and downhearted. He knew if Paul was able to see his beloved flock face-to-face, they would be encouraged and be full of joy and thanksgiving.

LESSON #32   (5-13-10)

1 Thess. 2:19  

For who is our hope or joy or crown of exultation? Is it not even you, in the presence of our Lord Jesus at His coming?

. . . For who is our hope . . . Here Paul gives them the highest expression of his love.  Hope has to do with confidence about something in the future. They were an integral part of Paul’s personal sense of eternal destiny.  

. . . or joy . . .  Hope has to do with something in the future but joy refers to something in the present as well as in the future. The joy that comes from giving the gospel to someone who accepts it is one of the greatest joys you will ever experience.  There is also the joy of fellowshipping with them in time and then the ultimate of fellowshipping with them in glory.

. . . or crown of exultation?. . . STEPHANOS sn. nsm;  “Not used of the kingly crown but of the crown of victory in games, of civic worth, military valor, nuptial joy, festival gladness. Woven of oak, ivy, myrtle, olive leaves or flowers. Used as a wreath or garland.” Spiros Zodhiates, The Complete Word Study Dictionary : New Testament.
This verse does not specifically state that believers will receive a crown of exultation for giving the gospel to unbelievers. It is an expression of the deep love and appreciation Paul had for his converts. He considered them to be his crown, his reward.
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. . . Is it not even you, in the presence of our Lord Jesus at His coming?. . . One thing this verse demonstrates is the doctrine of eternal security. Paul was not concerned any of them would be missing at Jesus Christ’s return at the rapture. Their eternal destiny was secure. What a wonderful day it will be when we get to see our Savior, our family, friends, and maybe even those we haven’t met who heard the gospel because of us.

