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1ST THESSALONIANS 

CHAPTER 3  
LESSON #32   (5-13-10)

1 Thessalonians 3:1-3   

Therefore when we could endure it no longer, we thought it best to be left behind at Athens alone;  2) and we sent Timothy, our brother and God's fellow worker in the gospel of Christ, to strengthen and encourage you as to your faith,  3) so that no man may be disturbed by these afflictions; for you yourselves know that we have been destined for this.

. . . Therefore when we could endure it no longer . . . The pressure was building to the breaking point but not because of loneliness or sentimentality but because they received rumors of trouble in Thessalonica. They had to find out what was going on there in order to help them.

. . . we thought it best to be left behind at Athens alone; . . . Notice, “we thought it best . . .”  Paul did make this decision alone. It is a good idea to include other mature believers when an important decision has to be made.  This meeting included Paul, Luke, Timothy, and probably Silas.

These men truly loved their brothers and sisters in Thessalonica, devised a plan to help them, and then carried through with it. Love isn’t just some warm fuzzy feeling; it is self-sacrificing and doing whatever you can for the person you love.

Verse 2 . . . and we sent Timothy, our brother and God's fellow worker in the gospel of Christ . . . It was decided to send Timothy even though he was needed in Athens to continue to spread the gospel. He was needed in Thessalonica more. 

. . . to strengthen . . . STERIZO  inf. aa; to make steadfast, strengthen, hold up, confirm. We get our English word “steroids” from this Greek word.  These communicators of Bible doctrine recognized that sometimes believers need special attention so they were not negligent in providing it.

. . . and encourage you . . . PARAKALEO  inf. aa; PARA = to the side + KALEO = to call; to call to your side, to comfort, encourage, exhort, help, aid. All believers need comfort and encouragement from time to time and God is faithful to provide someone to help.

. . . as to your faith . . . It is necessary to comfort and encourage new converts, especially when they are being tested and under attack from false teachers or from unbelievers. Paul did not stay with these believers as long as he wanted, so they had a few gaps in their doctrine.

So, Timothy was sent to stabilize the situation and shore up the weak areas in their faith, i.e. Teach them doctrine.

Verse 3 . . . so that no man may be disturbed by these afflictions . . .  SAINO  inf. pp; to wag, to move to and fro as dogs and other animals wag their tails in friendliness. Figuratively, to caress, flatter. In the NT figuratively to move in mind, disturb.  Spiros Zodhiates, The Complete Word Study Dictionary : New Testament,
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These new converts would go back and forth like a dog wagging its tail between the truth of God’s Word and lies.

The afflictions were the name-calling, shunning, and outright persecution they were receiving from the religious Jews and from pagan Gentiles. 

. . . for you yourselves know . . . OIDA v. pai;  to have seen, perceived, appre-hended, understand, be aware of. So Paul is reminding them of something they already knew. He wasn’t the only Bible teacher who did that.

2 Peter 1:12-13  . . . Therefore, I shall always be ready to remind you of these things, even though you already know them, and have been established in the truth which is present with you.  13) And I consider it right, as long as I am in this earthly dwelling, to stir you up by way of reminder.

. . . that we have been destined for this. . . KEIMAI v. pai; to be laid or appointed; to be set or placed somewhere by God’s intention. Paul was telling them it is not uncommon for believers to experience pain and suffering. Trials are not accidents, they are appointments. 

1 Peter 4:12-13 . . . Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, which comes upon you for your testing, as though some strange thing were happening to you;  13) but to the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing; so that also at the revelation of His glory, you may rejoice with exultation.

Philippians 1:29 . . . For to you it has been granted for Christ's sake, not only to believe in Him, but also to suffer for His sake,

These new believers were experiencing trials and were wondering if God was displeased with them because they had done something wrong. Paul sent Timothy to explain that adversity often comes because a believer is doing something right, not wrong. God brings storms of life not to destroy us but to strengthen us. Adversity brings us closer to God, strengthens our faith, and advances our spiritual growth.

Later, Paul wrote to Timothy to remind him of that very point.

2 Timothy 3:12 . . . And indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.  

So how can a believer know if he is suffering for discipline or for blessing?  If you are in doubt, what is the first thing you should do?  That’s right. Make sure you have acknow-ledged your sins to God the Father. Then ask yourself a few questions: 

Is my spiritual momentum moving forward or has it disappeared?  Have I been consistently taking in doctrine?  What is my prayer life like?  Have I been keeping current with rebound?  Is there something that has been bothering me I haven’t turned over to the Lord?  Have I been faith-resting?

LESSON #33   (5-18-10)

1 Thessalonians 3:4   

For indeed when we were with you, we kept telling you in advance that we were going to suffer affliction; and so it came to pass, as you know.
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. . . we kept telling you . . .  PROLEGO  v. iai; the imperfect tense refers to an ongoing action in the past that has not yet  been completed. Paul had prepared them for suffering coming their way so they wouldn’t be surprised when it arrived.  Paul warned them over and over about the trials they would be experiencing.

He wasn’t writing them to say, “I told you so,” but to calm them down. It had to be comforting to hear that their suffering wasn’t something unique or unusual for believers to through. Paul and his companions were experiencing the same thing.














 It’s important to inform new believers that life won’t be easy now that they’re a child of God and they shouldn’t be surprised when adversity strikes.

Notice, verse 3, “. . . you yourselves know. . .”   Verse 4 . . . “as you know . . .”
They knew they would suffer, Paul knew they would suffer, and Paul knew that they knew they would suffer, yet he thought it was necessary to send Timothy to help stabilize them and so he could get a report back on them.

This illustrates how easy it is for believers who have been taught doctrine to be thrown off balance.

1 Thessalonians 3:5  

For this reason, when I could endure it no longer, I also sent to find out about your faith, for fear that the tempter might have tempted you, and our labor should be in vain.

For this reason . . . Because believers, especially new believers, are vulnerable and can become confused, frightened, and prone to fall back into their old sinful ways.

. . . when I could endure it no longer . . .  This is a very interesting phrase revealing how Paul couldn’t endure the possibility that they might not be enduring. Was this a lack of Faith-Rest on Paul’s part? Was he worrying?  

. . . endure . . . STEGO   part. pa; to cover over in silence; to hold out, forbear, bear with, endure.

Paul was an apostle who had the responsibility of looking out for the spiritual well-being of the believers in churches he established. What he couldn’t endure was not knowing the facts he needed in order to make the right decision. He could no longer hold out making the command decision to send Timothy to get the facts. The problem was that Timothy was needed there and Thessalonica both at the same time. Paul wasn’t worrying; he was wrestling within himself about what God wanted him to do. 

. . . I also sent to find out about your faith . . .  What was Paul more concerned about? Their safety or their faith?  Of course he was concerned about their safety, but he was more concerned about their faith. What one believes is of utmost importance forever.

Most people don’t think what people believe is any big deal. The idea is, “You believe what you want and I’ll believe what I want, and it really doesn’t matter if we have different beliefs because there are so many different beliefs. Who’s to say one is better than another?”
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GOD says ! ! !  What you believe determines where you will spend eternity. It determines what your life will be like here on earth and what it will be like after you die. It determines who you are, what you think, what you say, what you do, and how you do it.           That’s pretty important, wouldn’t you say?

LESSON #34   (5-20-10)     REVIEW

. . . for fear that the tempter might have tempted you . . .  Was Paul guilty of a mental attitude sin when he decided to send Timothy to the believers in Thessalonica? Was he motivated by fear?  
. . . fear . . . ME adverb; MÉ is the neg. of will, wish, doubt, while OU denies the fact.  MÉ implies that one conceives or supposes a thing not to exist, while OU expresses that it actually does not exist. Spiros Zodhiates, The Complete Word Study Dictionary : New Testament, electronic ed. 
. . . the tempter. . .    PEIRAZO  part. pa; the tempting one.  Who is the tempter? Was it God?

James 1:13   Let no one say when he is tempted, "I am being tempted by God"; for God cannot be tempted by evil, and He Himself does not tempt anyone.
Who was the tempter in Gen. 3 and Matt. 4?

. . . might have tempted you . . . PEIRAZO  v. aai; trial; to try, to prove in either a good or bad sense; to test. God is said to try men by adversity, to test their faith and confidence in Him, 1 Cor. 10:13; Heb. 2:18; 11:17, 37; Rev. 3:1. This word also means to
to tempt by soliciting to sin, Mark 8:11; 10:2; 12:15; Luke 11:16; 20:23; John 8:6.
1 Peter 5:8-9 . . . Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls about like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.  9) But resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same experiences of suffering are being accomplished by your brethren who are in the world.

It’s important to note that “resist” is a defensive word not an offensive word. Believers are not to take the offensive against Satan or demons.

Paul wanted to make sure they were sagacious; sa·ga·cious, adj. [suh-gey-shuh[image: image1.png]


s]
/səˈgeɪ[image: image2.png]


ʃəs/ 
1. Having or showing acute mental discernment and keen practical sense; shrewd.
We all should strive to be SUPERSAGAICOUS!

. . . and our labor should be in vain . . .  It is possible for Bible doctrine to be taught day after day, week after week, month after month, year after year and still be in vain if the believers are hearers and not doers of the Word.

This is why believers have to consistently take in the Word, because if they don’t, a vacuum is created in their soul that sucks in human viewpoint and lies.  

This has nothing to do with losing eternal salvation. Paul was not afraid that their faith in Christ was in vain. It was all the work he put into training them that he thought might possibly be in vain. 

LESSON #35   (5-25-10)
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1 Thessalonians 3:6-8 

But now that Timothy has come to us from you, and has brought us good news of your faith and love, and that you always think kindly of us, longing to see us just as we also long to see you,  7) for this reason, brethren, in all our distress and affliction we were comforted about you through your faith; 8) for now we really live, if you stand firm in the Lord.

But now that Timothy has come to us from you . . . The conjunction “but” lets us know that Paul no longer had to wonder if their labor was in vain. Timothy made the journey and reported back to Paul with good news.

. . . and has brought us good news . . . This is the same word translated “gospel”.  What verse comes to mind when you see the words “good news”? 

James 1:17 . . . Every good thing bestowed and every perfect gift is from above.
. . . of your faith and love . . .  Their faith towards God was stable and their love for Paul was as strong as ever.  Faith (doctrine) gives the capacity to love. It was the doctrine in their souls that got them through the suffering like Rebound, Faith-Rest, and Personal Sense of Destiny.

Verse 7 . . .  for this reason, brethren, in all our distress and affliction we were comforted about you through your faith; As Paul and Timothy were a source of comfort and encouragement to the believers in Thessalonica, now they have become a source of comfort and encouragement to Paul and his companions.

Verse 8 . . .  for now we really live . . . The adverb “really” is not present in this verse but the idea of enthusiasm and fervor is.  

. . . if you stand firm in the Lord.  This is a first class conditional clause meaning that Paul recognized they were standing firm in the past and he expected them to stand firm in the future.

1 Cor. 16:13 . . . Be on the alert, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong.

2 Cor. 1:24 . . .  but we work with you for your joy, for you stand firm in your faith.

Gal. 5:1 . . . It was for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore keep standing firm and do not be subject again to a yoke of slavery.

Eph. 6:13 . . . Therefore, take up the full armor of God, that you may be able to resist in the evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm.

Phil. 1:27  Only conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ; so that whether I come and see you or remain absent, I may hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel;

Phil. 4:1 . . . Therefore, my beloved brethren whom I long to see, my joy and crown, so stand firm in the Lord, my beloved.

Titus 1:9  He must hold firm to the trustworthy word as taught, so that he may be able to give instruction in sound doctrine and also to rebuke those who contradict it.

2 Thess. 2:15 . . . So then, brethren, stand firm and hold to the traditions which you were taught, whether by word of mouth or by letter from us.

LESSON #36   (5-27-10)

Heb. 3:14 . . . For we share in Christ, if indeed we hold our original confidence firm to the end.

1 Pet. 5:9 . . . Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that your brothers throughout the world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings.

What words come to mind when a believer is not standing firm?
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confused
deceived 
immoral
miserable
   afraid
inconsiderate

impatient
ungrateful
pities self
manipulative
   weak
  disobedient
   


selfish 
worried
revengeful 
discipline
   angry
discouraged                 cowardly 
distracted
vindictive
implacable  
   critical
judges others


1 Thessalonians 3:9-10   

For what thanks can we render to God for you in return for all the joy with which we rejoice before our God on your account,  10) as we night and day keep praying most earnestly that we may see your face, and may complete what is lacking in your faith?

Paul had the proper response when he heard the good news; he was thanking God for it and did not try to take any credit for their good report.

Philippians 2:13 . . . for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure.

1 Thess. 3:8-9 [KJV]  . . . For what thanks can we render to God again for you, for all the joy  [n. CHARA]  wherewith we joy   [v. CHAIROMEN]  for your sakes before our God; 

The first joy refers to the inner joy of believers who are filled with the Holy Spirit and  thinking divine viewpoint. The second joy is the outward expression of inner joy.

LESSON #37   (6-1-10)

Verse 10:  Paul emphasizes the absolute necessity of prayer. He wanted to see them face- to-face once again because he loved them and also because he wanted to impart more doctrine to strengthen them enough to continue facing the challenges ahead.

This verse underscores the need to keep on learning B.D. These believers had learned doctrine and were applying it, but Paul recognized that there were gaps or holes Satan would certainly try to exploit.

People suffer for lack of knowledge. What you don’t know can hurt you. The more doctrine you know, the less vulnerable and more discerning you’ll be when you hear the lies and deception you run into every day.

The job of every Bible communicator:

Ephesians 4:12-13  . . . the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ;  13) until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge  [EPIGNOSIS]  of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness  [PLEROMA]  of Christ.

1 Thessalonians 3:11   

Now may our God and Father Himself and Jesus our Lord direct our way to you;  12) and may the Lord cause you to increase and abound in love for one another, and for all men, just as we also do for you;  13) so that He may establish your hearts un-blamable in holiness before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all His saints. 

Paul places a benediction here, three verses long.

BENEDICTION  1 : the invocation of a blessing; especially : the short blessing with which public worship is concluded.
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. . . Now may our God and Father Himself and Jesus our Lord direct our way to you; Paul includes both God the Father and the Lord Jesus in his request, but the verb direct is singular, not plural. This is a strong statement by Paul that Jesus Christ is God and equal to the Father.
Verse 12 . . . and may the Lord cause you to increase and abound in love for one another . . . The word increase and abound are in the optative mood. This means that the writer wants to portray an action as possible, or he wishes to express a wish or desire. He is not saying, “God bless you”. That is a command and only God has the prerogative to bless or to curse. It is much better to do what Paul did by expressing his desire that God would bless them by their increased love for others.

Verse 13 . . . so that He may establish your hearts un-blamable in holiness before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all His saints. 

The purpose of all this is to establish their hearts, the dominate portion of the soul. Of course, this stabilization takes place only when a believer consistently learns Bible doctrine under the filling of the Holy Spirit from a prepared pastor teacher. 

. . . un-blamable . . .  This does not mean to be sinless. It means to bounce back into spirituality after sinning.

. . . Holiness . . .  sometimes refers to our position “in Christ” before God the Father. At other times, it refers to being set apart to God in our hearts.

. . . at the coming [parousia n.dsf] of our Lord Jesus with all His saints . . .  This word  is used for both the Rapture or the Second Advent. 

RAPTURE VERSES:
1 Cor 15:23; 1 Thess 2:19; 4:15; 5:23; 2 Thess 2:1; Ja 5:7, 8;  
                                 
2 Pet 3:4 ; 1 Jn 2:28 

2ND ADVENT VERSES:
Mt 24:3, 27, 37, 39; 1 Thess 3:13; 2 Thess 2:8; 2 Pet 1:16 
There is undoubtedly confusion on the interpretation of these terms among all types of interpreters. Professor Louis Berkhof, whose theological declarations few would presume to treat lightly, states without qualification that premillennialists refer to the imminent return of Christ under the term παρουσία [parousia] and His second coming to the earth as the “revelation” (ἀποκάλυψις) [apokalupsis]. While he is an ardent opponent of premillennialism and might be expected to seize upon aspects which are inconsistent with Scriptural revelation, it is a singular fact that he has retained this impression from premillennial writers. Without doubt, those who uphold premillennialism are guilty too often of seizing upon some phrase or word as justifying their doctrine rather than building upon broader and surer foundations. Dallas Theological Seminary, Bibliotheca Sacra Volume 101 (Dallas Theological Seminary, 1944; 2002), 101:283-284.
It is the viewpoint of the writer that all three terms are used in a general and not a technical sense and that they are descriptive of both the rapture and the glorious return of Christ to the earth. (ibid) 

It [parousia] has come to mean not simply presence but the act by which the presence is brought about, i.e., by the coming of the individual. . . It is alleged, however, that the word is used only of the rapture when it refers to Christ and not to His return to the earth before the millennium. . . The conclusion is inevitable that the same word is used in all these passages in a general and not specific sense.  (ibid)

