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1ST THESSALONIANS 

CHAPTER 4

1 Thess. 4:1  

Finally then, brethren, we request and exhort you in the Lord Jesus, that, as you received from us instruction as to how you ought to walk and please God (just as you actually do walk), that you may excel still more.   

The word “finally” does not announce the end of the epistle but introduces the final major section of the letter. Paul’s instructions were not intended to move the readers to behave differently, but to do more of the same.
Paul demonstrates the correct perspective. The Christian life is not just a set of rules to be obeyed or a list of prohibitions to avoid, but it is the outworking of a loving desire to please God. Paul wanted to demonstrate that no matter how much you are doing for the Lord, you can always do more.

. . . instruction as to how you ought to walk . . . PERIPATEO  inf. pa; to walk about

LESSON #39   (6-8-10)

WALKING

Romans 6:4 . . . “Walk in newness of life.”   After we are born again, we must learn how to walk/operate in a new way by learning and applying the spiritual dynamics of the Church Age.

2 Corinthians 5:7 . . . “Walk by faith and not by sight.”  Faith refers to the faith-rest technique, applying doctrine and trusting the Lord to take care of the issues of life. 

Galatians 5:16 . . .“Walk in the Spirit.”  The Holy Spirit was given to every believer. Walking in the Spirit is the filling of the Spirit, and as you are filled with the Spirit, you are also fulfilling the purpose for which you were left here.

Ephesians 4:1 . . . “Walk worthy of the vocation.”  Every believer has a vocation. He is personally in full-time Christian service and represents the Lord Jesus Christ on earth. God has a purpose for every believer’s life.
Ephesians 5:2 . . . “Walk in love.”  This is not sentimental, gushy love. It is unconditional love for everyone.

Colossians 4:5 . . .“Walk in wisdom . . .”   using divine viewpoint rather than human viewpoint in solving the problems of life. 

1 John 1:7 . . . “Walk in the light.”   The Word is light.  Not only is Christ the Light of the world (salvation)  but the Bible is light. We walk with the light of God’s Word leading the way. 

2 John 4 & 3 John 3 . . . “Walking in truth . . .”  is the application of doctrine to experience.

. . . and please God . . .  Things that please God:

1 Kings 3:9-10 . . . Asking God for understanding and discernment. (Solomon)
Psalm 69:30-31 . . . Praising God.

2 Tim. 2:1- 3 . . . Praying, making petitions, and giving thanks.

Hebrews 11:6 . . . Believing and trusting in God.

Hebrews 13:20-21 . . . Doing the will of God. 

. . . that you may excel still more . . .  PERISSEUO  v. pas; to have excess; to exceed in measure or number; to have more than enough. When you are walking in a way that pleases God, He will give you more blessings than your cup can hold. Your blessings will spill over to others. You will note the subjunctive mood. Excelling more is only a potential. Knowledge of doctrine and utilization of the divine operating assets of phase 2 changes the potential into reality.

1 Thess. 4:2 
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For you know what commandments we gave you by the authority of the Lord Jesus.  

Here we have Paul telling believers something he had already taught them. “Sometimes Christians want to hear new truth when what they need is exhortation to excel still more, to press on to greater experiencing of old truths which they are already practicing to a limited degree.” John F. Walvoord, Roy B. Zuck and Dallas Theological Seminary, The Bible Knowledge Commentary : An Exposition of the Scriptures (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1983-c1985), 2:700.

1 Thess. 4:3-6  

For this is the will of God, your sanctification; that is, that you abstain from sexual immorality;  4) that each of you know how to possess his own vessel in sanctification and honor,  5) not in lustful passion, like the Gentiles who do not know God;  6) and that no man transgress and defraud his brother in the matter because the Lord is the avenger in all these things, just as we also told you before and solemnly warned you.

For this is the will of God, your sanctification . . . HAGIASMOS sn. nsm; 

“to sanctify. Sanctification, translated “holiness” (Rom. 6:19, 22; 1 Thess. 4:7; 1 Tim. 2:15; Heb. 12:14). Separation unto God (in 1 Cor. 1:30, cause or author of sanctification; 2 Thess. 2:13, “sanctification of the Spirit,” meaning produced by the Holy Spirit; 1 Pet. 1:2). The resultant state, the behavior befitting those so separated (1 Thess. 4:3, 4, resulting in abstention from fornication).” 

Spiros Zodhiates, The Complete Word Study Dictionary : New Testament, electronic ed.
There are two kinds of sanctification, Positional and Experiential:

POSITIONAL SANCTIFICATION  is one of the many things that occurs at the moment one believes the gospel. It happens in a point of time and is not progressive. Acts 26:18, 1 Cor. 1:2,30, 6:11, Heb. 10:10, 29, 13:12.
EXPERIENTIAL SANCTIFICATION Every believer is positionally sanctified at salvation but only spiritually mature believers are set apart for special privileges and blessings. This is the extra measure of grace spoken of in James 4:6. This type of sanctification is progressive and occurs over a period of time. Acts 20:32, Rom. 6:19, 22, Eph. 5:26. 

The type of sanctification mentioned here is experiential sanctification. 

. . . that is, that you abstain from sexual immorality   PORNEIA n.gsf;  any sexual sin,

including adultery, fornication, premarital and extramarital sexual intercourse, as well as a host of other sexual perversions such as homosexuality, lesbianism, incest, rape, pederasty, voyeurism, prostitution, bestiality, and necrophilia.   

Symbolically, PORNEIA is used for idolatry, the forsaking of our true God in order to worship idols. 
It is God’s will that believers become experientially sanctified and not get involved in any kind of sexual sins. The first instructions given to believers are for them to become unblamable in holiness before God and this means to refrain from all sexual sins. 

Verse 4 . . . that each of you know . . . OIDA inf. ra; to see, to know, to understand. The perfect tense indicates that the knowledge was acquired in the past with results continuing into the present. The problem is usually that people have not learned what they need in order obey God’s commands. 

. . . how to possess . . . KTAOMAI inf. pm; to possess, acquire, control. This infinitive switches from the perfect to the present tense. The doctrine you learn in the past enables you to control yourself in the present. The middle voice indicates that you are benefited by controlling your libido.  
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. . . his own vessel . . .  SKEOUS  s n. asn; a vessel, utensil, or implement; it is used figuratively for a human body in 2 Cor. 4:7, 2 Tim. 2:20-21, and 1 Peter 3:7 where the wife is called “the weaker vessel”. 

Our body is a vessel containing our soul and spirit and is indwelt with the Holy Spirit. We are not to join that which is holy to that which is unholy. 1 Cor. 6:13-20.  In order to accomplish this, believers must know how to possess their own vessels, meaning they must know how to control their sexual desires.
Galatians 5:16-17 . . . But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh.  17) For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for these are in opposition to one another, so that you may not do the things that you please.
Believers are not to be slaves to their fleshly desires. God gives us knowledge and the power of the Holy Spirit which enables us to resist temptations.  Anyone who succumbs to sexual lust sins against his own body; your body is a Temple (1 Cor. 6:19) and it is defiled through sexual sins.  

LESSON #40   (6-10-10)

. . . in sanctification and honor . . . When a believer, through the Holy Spirit resists sexual temptations he or she is setting his body apart to God in order to honor Him. Both these words are in the dative case and are the dative of advantage. It is to your advantage to honor God by controlling your body.

Verse 5 . . . not in lustful passion, like the Gentiles who do not know God . . . Prostitution and sexual perversion was part of the pagan religions that the Thessalonians knew all about. 

In Greek religion, prostitution was considered a priestly prerogative, and extramarital sex was sometimes an act of worship. 
Verse 6 . . . and that no man transgress . . . HYPERBAINO  inf. pa; HYPER = beyond + BAINO = to go beyond what is right.  This word is used only in this verse.

. . . and defraud his brother in the matter . . . PLEONEKTEKO   inf. pa; PLEON = more + ECHO = to have.  To have more than another; covet; take advantage; defraud.  In the NT, translated “to take advantage of someone.”

. . . because the Lord is the avenger in all these things . . .  There are always consequences when we yield to the flesh or try to defraud or take advantage of others.

Galatians 6:7 . . . Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, this he will also reap.

LESSON #41   (6-15-10)

. . . just as we also told you before and solemnly warned you . . .  What is the focus of verses 5 through 6?  Sexual immorality. The appeal to abstain from sexual immorality was made to the believer himself, now the focus shifts from the believer to the one he or she is sexually active with. The words “man” and “brother” are used as general terms for all people regardless of their gender. . . .in the matter. The context demands that the matter refers to sexual immorality.
So, when a believer defrauds or takes advantage of a brother or a sister in the Lord by committing sexual immorality with them that puts brother or sister in danger of divine discipline as well as the believer.

When a believer deliberately fans the flames of passion in another believer to participate in behavior that God forbids in order to satisfy his or her own lusts, he puts not only himself, but also the other believer in line for punishment from God.
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. . . because the Lord is the avenger in all these things. . . “all these things” refers to any sexual activity which takes place outside a marriage between a husband and his wife. Notice that the Lord takes these sins very seriously; He is the avenger, the One who brings about justice in such cases.

Hebrews 13:4  . . . Let marriage be held in honor among all, and let the marriage bed be undefiled; for fornicators and adulterers God will judge.

The solemn warning given in this verse should be taken seriously by the millions of people who have abandoned the divine institution of marriage and who live together unmarried, thinking it is socially acceptable. It is not acceptable to God, and those who ignore this warning in defiance of God will certainly face the consequences.  

Galatians 6:7-8 . . . Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, this he will also reap.  8) For the one who sows to his own flesh shall from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit shall from the Spirit reap eternal life.

What if a believer sows to the flesh and not to the Spirit, does that mean he loses eternal life? Or does it mean he never had it to begin with?




ETERNAL LIFE  /  POSITIONAL & EXPERIENTIAL  

1. There are two kinds of Eternal Life:

1) Positional Eternal Life is not progressive and is acquired by imputation from God the moment one believes in the Lord Jesus Christ. It has nothing to do with works. 

John 3:15,16, 36, 5:24, 6:40, 47, Rom. 6:23, 1 John 5:13
2) Experiential Eternal Life  is progressive and grows as one’s relationship with God gets stronger through prayer, study of His Word, and production of divine good.  “It is extremely important to note that in every place where eternal life is presented as something which can be obtained by works, it is contextually always described as a future acquisition. Conversely, whenever eternal life is described as something in the present, it is obtained by faith alone.”  Reign of the Servant Kings, Joseph Dillo, p. 140   Matt. 19:28, John 4:36,12:25, Rom. 2:7, 6:22, Gal. 6:8, 1 Tim. 6:12, Titus 3:7, 1 John 3:15, Jude 21
2. Experiential Eternal Life (EEL) can be viewed as receiving the abundant life Jesus promised us in 

    John 10:10 . . . I came that they might have life, and might have it abundantly.

3. Eleven of the forty-two occurrences of “eternal life” (26%) in the N.T. are presented as something to be earned. Positional Eternal Life depends on God’s faithfulness. Experiential Eternal Life depends on our faithfulness.

4. All believers have Positional Eternal Life (PEL) but only some have Experiential Eternal Life even though it is available to all.

5. The richness of our spiritual life is dependent on our spiritual obedience. 


1 Timothy 6:12 . . . Fight the good fight of faith; take hold of the eternal life to which you were called . . .


Possessing eternal life (PEL) is one thing, but taking hold of it (EEL) is quite another. Most believers never take hold of it (EEL), but that in no way endangers their possession of it (PEL).

6. According to 2 John verse 8 . . . those who do not remain in the teaching of Christ, do not have God. , ,  does not mean they lose their eternal salvation or that they never had it. It means the one who fails to learn and apply Christ’s teaching is not walking in fellowship with God. That same idea is found for those who do not take hold of eternal life. They don’t lose the eternal life God imputed to them when they believed in Christ. 
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No, it means that they fail to execute God’s plan in their lives because of ignorance and/or disobedience. Therefore, they forfeit the benefits of having Experiential Eternal Life.

7. Romans 2:6-7 . . . [God] who will render to every man according to his deeds:  7) to those who by perseverance in doing good seek for glory and honor and immortality, eternal life;      

Galatians 6:8 . . . For the one who sows to his own flesh shall from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit shall from the Spirit reap eternal life.

This is not the free gift imputed to believers at the moment of salvation (PEL) but is Experiential Eternal Life that is cultivated through faithfulness and acts of obedience.  

8. 1 John 3:15  . . . Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer; and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him.

LESSON #42   (6-17-10)
 
     Is it possible for a person to commit murder and still be a believer?  Did Jesus Christ pay for every 

    sin on the cross except murder? He died for every sin, including murder, so a person can be a 

    murderer and still go to heaven.

The verse above does not say a murderer has no eternal life (PEL). It says no murderer has eternal life (EEL) abiding in him. A believer who commits murder, either mentally or literally, is not in fellow-ship with God and in that sense, he does not have eternal life abiding in him. The rich abundant life of fellowship with God which is (EEL) does not remain in a person who has disobeyed God.
9. A believer may be living the (EEL) lifestyle, enjoying Super Grace blessings, get distracted from his or her doctrinal routine, and take a nosedive into reversionism. The (PEL) that was received at salvation is never lost, but the blessings that go along with the (EEL) lifestyle are lost. This is the life described above  . . . and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him.

Revelation 3:11 . . . 'I am coming quickly;  hold fast what you have, in order that no one take your crown.

Hebrews 10:35-36 . . . Therefore, do not throw away your confidence, which has a great reward.  36) For you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God, you may receive what was promised.
Colossians 2:18 . . . Let no one keep defrauding you of your prize . . .

 2 John 1:8-9  Watch yourselves, that you might not lose   [aorist subjunctive]  what we have accomplished, but that you may receive   [aorist subjunctive]   a full reward.  9) Anyone who goes too far and does not abide in the teaching of Christ, does not have God; the one who abides in the teaching, he has both the Father and the Son.

Hebrews 6:9-12 . . . But, beloved, we are convinced of better things concerning you, and things that accompany salvation, though we are speaking in this way.  10) For God is not unjust so as to forget your work and the love which you have shown toward His name, in having ministered and in still ministering to the saints.  11) And we desire that each one of you show the same diligence so as to realize the full assurance of hope until the end,  12) that you may not be sluggish, but imitators of those who through faith and patience inherit the promises.

These verses seem to support the idea that if a person falls away, he will still receive rewards for the Divine Good he had previously done through Holy Spirit.

James 1:12 . . . Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life, which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.

    LESSON #43   (6-22-10)   
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Revelation 2:10 . . . 'Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to cast some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and you will have tribulation ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.

This verse is clear that one must endure in faithfulness to the end of his or her life in order to be qualified to receive the Crown of Life. It may be that some rewards require faithfulness to the end while some rewards are still available even if one does not endure to the end.

It should be noted that believers who have reached spiritual maturity already receive Super Grace blessings in time. It is their Surpassing Grace blessings in eternity that will be lost if they do not endure in faithfulness to the end of their life.


1 Thess. 4:7 

For God has not called us for the purpose of impurity, but in sanctification.

God’s calls people, not just to save them from the Lake of Fire, but also to clean them up so they may enjoy an abundant life in time and inherit great riches in eternity. When a believer lives a life free from the corruption of this earth, availing himself of the grace assets God has provided him, God is glorified. A holy life demonstrates God’s supernatural power at work to overcome what is natural, and that is what glorifies God.

When a believer fails to control his or her sexual lusts, it short-circuits the supernatural power that was working in him and brings on troubles and the possibility of divine discipline.

1 Thessalonians 4:8  

Consequently, he who rejects this is not rejecting  [v. pai]  man but the God who gives His Holy Spirit to you.

There are always consequences when one rejects the clear teaching of Scripture. Sexual purity is simply a practical application of basic doctrine. When a person rejects the teaching of sexual purity, he is rejecting the one who gave it. God. 

Most people have an independent nature, are used to doing whatever they want, and don’t like someone else telling them what to do. They are especially sensitive when it comes to moral issues of purity. Paul reminded them in verse three that it was God’s will that they abstain from sexual immorality. Now he tells them if someone rejects this and fornicates or commits adultery anyway, he is not rejecting a statute or opinion of man but a directive from God Himself.

Some people believe it is impossible to control their sexual urges, so this verse reminds us that God has given us the Holy Spirit, and it;s through His power that we are able to control ourselves. Every believer is able to respond to the H.S.  The issue is, will you?  Gal. 5:16-24
Welcome to COSA (Codependents Of Sexual Addicts):     www.cosa-recovery.org    

COSA is a 12-step recovery program for men and women whose lives have been affected by another person's compulsive sexual behavior. Adapted from Alcoholics Anonymous and Al-Anon, COSA is a program for our spiritual development, no matter what our religious beliefs. As we meet to share our experience, strength, and hope while working the twelve steps, we grow stronger in spirit. We begin to lead our lives more serenely and in deeper fulfillment, little by little, one day at a time. Only in this way can we be of help to others. COSA is: 

· An anonymous 12-step fellowship 

· Self-supported through the weekly voluntary contributions of members 

· Not affiliated with outside organizations, including treatment centers, religions, or therapy 

LESSON #44  (6-29-10)                                                                                                                 44

1 Thessalonians 4:9-10a  

Now as to the love of the brethren, you have no need for anyone to write to you, for you yourselves are taught by God to love one another;  10) for indeed you do practice it toward all the brethren who are in all Macedonia. 

Now as to . . . RSV, But as touching . . . The first word is the conjunction “de” in the Greek and it signifies a changing of the subject from sexual immorality to brotherly love. But as concerning . . .
. . . the love of the brethren (brotherly love) . . .  PHILADELPHIA n. gsf; This is a compound word formed by uniting PHILOS, love (personal love) + ADELPHOS, brother.  It is used five times in the N.T. 

Romans 12:10  . . . Love one another with brotherly affection;  PHILOSTERGOS  sn. gsf;  A natural family love or tender affection. Loving with that natural affection that characterizes members of the same family.  Spiros Zodhiates, The Complete Word Study Dictionary : New Testament.  

STORGE (pronounced STOR-gay), refers to family love, the love of parents for their children. This word is absent from our New Testament, although a related word is translated “kindly affectioned” in Romans 12:10. Warren W. Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary, "An Exposition of the New Testament

Heb. 13:1 . . . Let brotherly love continue.  MENO  v. pam; to remain, abide, continue

1 Peter 1:22 . . . Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a sincere love of the brethren  [brotherly love adj.],   love  [agapao v. aam]  one another earnestly from the heart.

2 Peter 1:7-8 . . . and in your godliness, brotherly kindness, and in your brotherly kindness, love [AGAPE].  8) For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they render you neither useless nor unfruitful in the true knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Men and women who have believed the gospel are our brothers and sisters since we all have the same Heavenly Father and belong to His royal family.

. . . you have no need for anyone to write to you . . .  These believers had already been taught the principles concerning unconditional love to all mankind so it wasn’t necessary for them to receive another letter concerning this issue. There is some confusion here with 2 Pet. 1:4.

. . . for you yourselves are taught by God . . . EIMI v. pai; THEODIDAKTOS sadj. npm;  THEOS, God + DIDASKO, teach;  translation, . . . for you yourselves keep on being the taught ones by God. 
. . . to love one another . . .  This is what they were taught, to love (AGAPAO. inf. pa) one another.

. . . for indeed you do practice it . . . These believers already were practicing faith, hope, and love, 1Thess. 1:3. Paul was encouraging them to do more of what they were already doing so their love might increase and abound even more, 1 Thess. 3:12. 

. . . do practice it . . . POIEO v. pai;  to make or do something. The present tense means that they kept on practicing it. Brotherly love is not something you only do when you are in the mood to be nice to other people. It is always being thoughtful, loving, and kind no matter what the circum- stances are. Sometimes believers are rude, thoughtless, and unkind to others because they are angry or upset about something, but there’s no legitimate excuse for it. 

These believers went beyond what was expected of them, 2 Cor. 8:1-5.

. . . toward all the brethren who are in all Macedonia . . .  They were treating all the brethren with brotherly love, not just some of them. There were no clicks or groups or individuals who received better treatment than others.

1 Thessalonians 4:10b-12  
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Yet we urge you, brothers, to do so more and more.  11) Make it your ambition to lead a quiet life, to mind your own business and to work with your hands, just as we told you,  12) so that your daily life may win the respect of outsiders and so that you will not be dependent on anybody.

Yet we urge you, brothers . . . PARAKALEO  v. pai; to encourage.  We should be encouraging one another to stay the course and keep on keeping on. When someone applies B.D., we should be commending them and praising them.

. . . to do so more and more . . . How does our love for one another grow more and more? The difficulties believers have with one another are opportunities for us to grow in our love. We must all be quick to switch to impersonal/unconditional love because we’re all stinkers from time to time. 

To dwell above with saints in love,  Oh, that will be glory.

But to stay below with the saints I know, Well, that’s another story.

Verse 11 . . . Make it your ambition . . . PHILOTIMEOMAI  inf. pa; PHILOS = love, TIME = honor, to love or honor something; to aspire, to have ambition, or to make something a goal. This word is used three times in the N.T.

Rom 15:20   . . . I aspired to preach the gospel,

2 Cor 5:9  . . . we have as our ambition, whether at home or absent, to be pleasing to Him.
. . . to lead a quiet life . . . HESYCHAZO  inf. pa; to be quiet, still, live quietly; to be silent, not speaking.

KJV:  . . . And that ye study to be quiet . . . Keeping our mouth shut doesn’t come naturally; we must study to learn how to do it. This word is used five times in the N.T.

Luke 14:4 . . . but they remained silent . . .

Luke 23:56  . . . and rested the sabbath day . . .
Acts 11:18 . . . and when they heard this, they quieted down . . .
Acts 21:14 . . . and since he would not be persuaded, we fell silent, remarking, "The will of the Lord be done!"

LESSON #45  (7-1-10)
It should be noted that living a quiet life and keeping your mouth shut goes hand in hand. There is a time to speak and a time to keep your mouth shut. There is a time to acquiesce and a time to hold your ground no matter what. It takes discernment to know when to do what, and B.D. is the only way to learn it!

James 3:5-8 . . . So also, the tongue is a small part of the body, and yet it boasts of great things. Behold, how great a forest is set aflame by such a small fire!  6 And the tongue is a fire, the very world of iniquity; the tongue is set among our members as that which defiles the entire body, and sets on fire the course of our life, and is set on fire by hell.  7 For every species of beasts and birds, of reptiles and creatures of the sea, is tamed, and has been tamed by the human race.  8 But no one can tame the tongue; it is a restless evil and full of deadly poison.

One reason we pray for our leaders in government is so we can live a quiet, peaceful life without intrusions on our freedom and tranquility. 

1 Timothy 2:2 . . . [Pray] for kings and all who are in authority in order that we may lead a tranquil and quiet life in all godliness and dignity.
One reason our nation is in such horrible shape today is because believers ignore God and His word. They stopped praying for our leaders to be ministers of God for good. 
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Such leaders stay within the confines of our constitution. But today, believers look to government rather than to God for support and security.

Jeremiah 17:5 & 7 . . . This is what the LORD says: "Cursed is the one who trusts in man, who depends on flesh for his strength and whose heart turns away from the LORD. 7) But blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD, whose confidence is in him.

. . . to mind your own business . . . has a double meaning. On the one hand, it refers to keeping your nose out of other people’s business, and on the other hand, it means to take care of your own responsibilities.

It appears that some Thessalonian believers misapplied the doctrine of the imminency of the rapture, quit their jobs and were waiting for Christ’s return. While the Lord may return at any moment, we are not to use His return as an excuse to shirk our responsibilities or to be lazy.

Some people alter their plans, wont plant trees, or they’ll go into debt because they think Christ will be coming back soon and these things don’t matter. This is a misapplication of doctrine. Whatever the Lord has called you to do in life, being a good wife and mother, being a student, being a janitor, or a CEO, we are to do our job in a way pleasing to the Lord until He returns and gives us another job.

Privacy is a very important part of the freedom God gave us. We have the right to privacy without someone sticking their big nose into our business. There are extremes to this issue where some people voluntarily give out more personal information than they should while others are so private, they can’t carry on normal relationships with other people.

. . . and work with your hands . . .  The Greeks deplored manual labor and relegated it to slaves as much as possible. The apostle Paul certainly didn’t consider himself above working with his hands 1 Thess. 2:9. This clause meant to provide for yourself, not literally to work with your hands. There wasn’t much office work going on at the time this was written, just about everyone worked with their hands.

No one should be ashamed because they make a living working with their hands. It is a very honorable and healthy thing to do.  The media has divided people into two groups, white collar workers and blue collar workers and many see the white collar workers as more intelligent and superior to the blue collar workers. Balderdash! 

To their shame, there are millions of freeloaders in our country who could provide for themselves by working but choose not to work because our bloated, bleeding-heart government will provide for them.

LESSON #46  (7-6-10)
 2 Thessalonians 3:10  . . . if anyone will not work, neither let him eat.
. . .  just as we commanded you,  Again, Paul was repeating something he had already told them.

Verse 12 . . . so that . . .  HINA  conj. This indicates the purpose or the “why” believers should endeavor to live a quiet life, mind their own business, and work with their hands. 
. . . you may behave . . .  PERIPATEO  v. pas;  PERI, about  +  PATEO, to walk =  to walk about, daily routine. The subjunctive mood indicates that your daily routine may or may not be in accordance with your position of Royal Ambassador. It all depends on your attitude towards God and His Word.

. . . properly . . .  EUSCHEMENOS  sadv.;  EU, good + SCHEMA, scheme  = a good scheme; well-fashioned, decorum, propriety, of high-standing; honorable or noble. (escutcheon)

Other than here, this word is used two times in the N.T.:
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Romans 13:13  . . . Let us behave properly as in the day,

1 Corinthians 14:40 . . . But let all things be done properly and in an orderly manner.

There is a right way and a wrong way to live, and believers certainly should be living the right way according to the Royal Family Honor Code which means thinking divine viewpoint and loving others with impersonal/unconditional love. 

. . . toward outsiders . . . refers to unbelievers, those outside the body of Christ. Believers are not only obligated to love one another, but also to be good testimonies to unbelievers. People take note of whether your behavior is good or bad. 

One reason God allows adversity in a believer’s life is because unbelievers and carnal believers can see the power of the Holy Spirit and how God’s grace is always sufficient in the believer who is Faith- rests. People are aware of what you say, what you do, and where you go, so you cannot afford to let your guard down and take a short vacation down to the Cosmic Compound.

. . . and not be in any need . . . Some of the new believers misunderstood the doctrine of Christ’s return and they quit their jobs thinking He would return within a few weeks or months. They became a hardship on others they depended on for logistical support. They couldn’t pay their bills and fell into disrepute with unsaved merchants. 

Col. 4:5 . . . Conduct yourselves with wisdom toward outsiders  [unbelievers],  making the most of the opportunity.

Eph. 5:15-17 . . . Therefore be careful how you walk, not as unwise men, but as wise,  16) making the most of your time, because the days are evil.  17) So then do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is. 

Churches and Christians who don’t pay their bills have a hard time describing how God is righteous  and just to unbelievers without coming across as hypocrites.  Believers who cheat other people and treat them unkindly throw a stumbling block between them and the gospel.

1 Thessalonians 4:13  

But we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren, about those who are asleep, that you may not grieve, as do the rest who have no hope.

The pagan world in Paul’s day had no hope of life after death. A typical inscription on a grave demonstrates this fact: 

I was not - I became - I am not - I care not 

Warren W. Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary, An Exposition of the New Testament
Paul had taught the Thessalonians all about the rapture, but they had a question about believers who died before the rapture. What happened to them?  Would they miss out on the Rapture or be at some disadvantage compared to those who were still alive when Christ returned?

. . . But we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren . . .  Paul was very concerned about believers lacking knowledge and often used phrases like this one.

Romans 1:13 . . . I do not want you to be unaware, brethren . . .

Romans 11:25 . . . For I do not want you, brethren, to be uninformed . . .

1 Corinthians 10:1 . . . For I do not want you to be unaware, brethren . . .

1 Corinthians 12:1  . . . I do not want you to be unaware.

2 Corinthians 1:8 . . . For we do not want you to be unaware, brethren . . .
Peter was concerned about this also:

2 Peter 3:8 . . . But, beloved, be not ignorant . . .















      48

Our quest for spiritual knowledge is not so we can lord it over others who don’t know as much about the Bible. We seek knowledge in order to properly execute the Christian way of life and to fulfill God’s perfect plan for us.  No one can honor God or be good servants if they are spiritually ignorant.

. . . about those who are asleep . . .  refers to believers who had died. The death of a believer’s body is spoken of as being asleep. This does not refer to the heresy of “soul sleep”. 

Similarities and differences between physical sleep and physical death: 

1. It can be difficult to tell whether a person is dead or just sleeping. 

2. Someone sleeping does not cease to exist, nor does a believer cease to exist who dies physically.
3. Sleep is temporary;  death is temporary.
4. People who are asleep will wake up;  believers who die will be resurrected.
5. The Greek word for asleep is KEIMAI which means to lie down. The Greek word for resurrection is ANASTASIA which comes from two Greek words, ANA, up  +  HISTEMI, to stand.  Only a body can stand up at the resurrection.
6. A soul or a spirit cannot lay down or stand up. The soul and spirit of a believer leaves his body at physical death and goes to be with the Lord.

Ecclesiastes 12:7 . . . then the dust will return to the earth as it was, and the spirit will return to God who gave it.

Genesis 35:18 . . . And it came about as her  [Rachel’s]   soul was departing   [for she died], that she named him Ben-oni; but his father called him Benjamin.

1 Samuel 28:13-15 . . . And the king said to her, "Do not be afraid; but what do you see?" And the woman said to Saul, "I see a divine being coming up out of the earth."  14) And he said to her, "What is his form?" And she said, "An old man is coming up, and he is wrapped with a robe." And Saul knew that it was Samuel, and he bowed with his face to the ground and did homage.  15) Then Samuel said to Saul, "Why have you disturbed me by bringing me up?"

1 Kings 17:21 . . . Then he stretched himself upon the child three times, and called to the LORD, and said, "O LORD my God, I pray Thee, let this child's life   [NEPHESH, life, soul, person, mind]   return to him."

Ecclesiastes 12:7 . . . then the dust will return to the earth as it was, and the spirit will return to God who gave it.

Matthew 17:2-3 . . . And He was transfigured before them; and His face shone like the sun, and His garments became as white as light.  3) And behold, Moses and Elijah appeared to them, talking with Him.

Luke 16:19-31

Luke 23:46 . . . And Jesus, crying out with a loud voice, said, "Father, into Thy hands I commit My spirit." And having said this, He breathed His last.

2 Corinthians 5:8 . . . we are of good courage, I say, and prefer rather to be absent from the body and to be at home with the Lord.

Philippians 1:22-24 . . . But if I am to live on in the flesh, this will mean fruitful labor for me; and I do not know which to choose.  23) But I am hard-pressed from both directions, having the desire to depart and be with Christ, for that is very much better;  24) yet to remain on in the flesh is more necessary for your sake.

1 Thessalonians 4:14 . . . For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus. 
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Revelation 6:9-10 . . . And when He broke the fifth seal, I saw underneath the altar the souls of those who had been slain because of the word of God, and because of the testimony which they had maintained;  10) and they cried out with a loud voice, saying, "How long, O Lord, holy and true, wilt Thou refrain from judging and avenging our blood on those who dwell on the earth?

LESSON #47  (7-8-10)
James 2:26 . . . For just as the body without the spirit is dead . . .
[Ezek. 18:20, Eccl. 3:18-21, 9:1-6]

LESSON #48  (7-13-10)
The early Christians adopted a very wonderful word for the burial places of their loved ones. The Greek word KOIMETERION means “a rest house for strangers, a sleeping place.” It is the same word from which we get our English word cemetery. The same word was used in that day for inns, or what we would call a hotel or motel, like a Hilton Hotel, a Ramada Inn, or a Holiday Inn. They are the places where you spend the night to sleep. You expect to get up the next day and continue your journey. This is the picture of the burial place of your believing loved ones.                        

J. Vernon McGee, Thru the Bible Commentary, Based on the Thru the Bible Radio Program

. . .  that you may not grieve, as do the rest who have no hope.  This does not say we should not grieve but that we should not grieve as those who have no hope. Unbelievers have no hope because they do not believe in a resurrection after death. To them, life is over at physical death.

How can mortal man penetrate beyond the grave and find assurance and peace? Science has been unable to prove what happens after death. Is there life beyond the grave.  Why do people seek after  human speculation when we have divine revelation? 

2 Timothy 1:10 . . . but now has been revealed by the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death, and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel,

John 5:28-29 . . . Do not marvel at this; for an hour is coming, in which all who are in the tombs shall hear His voice,  29 and shall come forth; those who did the good deeds to a resurrection of life, those who committed the evil deeds to a resurrection of judgment.
We have nothing to fear about death because Jesus Christ conquered death, 1 Cor. 15:55-56.

1 Thessalonians 4:14   

For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus.

 For if we believe . . . is the first reason given for why we do not grieve as those who have no hope. The “if” sets up a first class conditional clause and would read better by saying, 
“For since we believe . . .” 
. . . that Jesus died and rose again . . . is in the aorist tense. Jesus’ death was unique in several ways, but what is most unique is that He rose from the grave in a resurrection body. If you don’t believe this, you don’t believe the gospel. 

. . . even so God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus.   Here we have the connection of Christ’s resurrection with His return to the atmosphere above the earth to gather His Bride [the Church] and take her back home with Him.

There is a very important message in this sentence no one can afford to miss: there is no way Jesus can bring believers who have died back with Him from heaven unless they were already there with Him.















   50

There is a very important message in this sentence no one can afford to miss: there is no way 

Jesus can bring believers who have died back with Him from heaven unless they were already there.

The believer’s soul and spirit goes to be with the Lord and he is absent from the body, and... present with the Lord, 2 Cor. 5:8. Then their soul and spirit returns with Christ to reunite with their new resurrection bodies and meet Christ in the air at the Rapture. This is our hope! For those who do not believe this, there is no hope.

A man once said to his friend, “I hear you lost your wife. I’m very sorry.” He replied, “No, I didn’t lose her. You can’t lose something when you know where it is, and I know where she is!”
Whether we believers live or die, we have nothing to fear because Jesus will come either with us or for us!

1 Thessalonians 4:15  

For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, and remain until the coming of the Lord, shall not precede those who have fallen asleep;

For this we say to you . . . LEGO  v. pai;  to speak, to tell, to impart information. The present tense indicates that Paul told them this more than once; he kept on giving them this teaching. 

. . . by the word of the Lord . . .  The Rapture is not something Paul and his companions dreamed up; he is teaching believers what the Lord had taught him. There is no way Paul could have known the details of the Rapture apart from divine revelation.

. . . that we who are alive . . . Notice Paul said “we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord,” both here and in verse 17 which means that he realized Christ could possibly return during his own lifetime. This is one of the reasons people believe in the imminency of the rapture.

Paul demonstrated in other scriptures also that nothing could keep the Lord from coming during his lifetime other than the Lord’s own decision as to the perfect time to come. 

Titus 2:12-13 . . . instructing us to deny ungodliness and worldly desires and to live sensibly, righteously and godly in the present age,  13 looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus; 
1 Corinthians 15:51-52 . . . Behold, I tell you a mystery; we shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed,  52) in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed.

Philippians 3:20 . . . For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ;

Peter also taught the imminency of the Rapture:

1 Peter 1:13 . . . Therefore, gird your minds for action, keep sober in spirit, fix your hope completely on the grace to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.

There is a distinction between the soon coming of Christ and the imminent coming. Nowhere does scripture teach that the coming will be soon, but it consistently teaches that the coming can be expected at any time. Some believe the Rapture cannot occur until certain things happen first which would mean we cannot anticipate it happening at any time before that. 

LESSON #49  (7-15-10)  16 Differences Between THE 2nd ADVENT and THE RAPTURE [Power Point]
. . . and remain until the coming of the Lord . . .  There will be a group of Church Age believers who will be alive when Jesus Christ returns at the Rapture. Paul thought he might be in that group, and now, 2,000 years later, even we could be in that group. All believers should be looking forward to that day when this perishable shall put on the imperishable.
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. . . shall not precede those who have fallen asleep . . . This is where Paul started to answer the questions they asked about believers who had already died. They would not be forgotten nor would they miss out on anything. In fact, they will receive their resurrection bodies an instant before the believers still alive will at Jesus Christ’s return.

. . . shall not is a double negative (OU,  ME, ) which is the strongest way to express a negative. We might express it by saying, “there is no way”, “there is no way on earth “, or “It’s impossible for us who remain to precede those who have fallen asleep”.

1 Thessalonians 4:16  

For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet of God; and the dead in Christ shall rise first,

Acts 1:9-11 gives us the details of Christ’s ascension including how He would return in like manner. However, our Lord’s return here is not referring to the return of Acts 1:11, the 2nd Coming / Advent. 

Jesus Christ is coming back to earth two times in the future: the first is called the Rapture; the second is called the 2nd Advent. They are not the same event!  The O.T. saints receive their resurrection bodies at the 2nd Advent at the end of the Tribulation. Isa. 26:19, Ezek. 37:12-14, Dan. 12:1-2, Rev. 11:18; Tribulation martyrs receive theirs at the 2nd Advent Rev. 20:4;   [Power Point]

LESSON #50  (7-20-10)

. . . with a shout . . . There are two unique sounds that will take place at this event: 

1) the Lord’s shout, 2) the sound of the trumpet of God.

. . . a shout . . . KELEUSMA  n. dsn; an order, command; a stimulating cry, either that by which animals are roused and urged on by man, or that by which a signal is given to men, e.g. to rowers by the master of a ship or to soldiers by a commander with a loud summons.  Greek writers used this word for the shout of soldiers charging their enemies, rowers encouraging each other in their work, or charioteers inciting their horses. This shout will literally wake the dead.
Job 14:14-15 . . . "If a man dies, will he live again? All the days of my struggle I will wait, until my change comes. 15) "You will call, and I will answer You; You wilt long for the work of Thy hands.

Job 19:25-27 . . . "And as for me, I know that my Redeemer lives, And at the last He will take His stand on the earth.  26) "Even after my skin is destroyed, Yet from my flesh I shall see God;  27) Whom I myself shall behold, And whom my eyes shall see and not another. My heart faints within me.

 Psalm 16:8-10 . . . I have set the LORD continually before me; Because He is at my right hand, I will not be shaken.  9) Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory rejoices; My flesh also will dwell securely.  10) For Thou wilt not abandon my soul to Sheol; Neither wilt Thou allow Thy Holy One to undergo decay.

Daniel 12:2 . . . "And many of those who sleep in the dust of the ground will awake, these to everlasting life, but the others to disgrace and everlasting contempt.

John 5:28-29 . . . Do not marvel at this; for an hour is coming, in which all who are in the tombs shall hear His voice,  29) and shall come forth; those who did the good deeds to a resurrection of life, those who committed the evil deeds to a resurrection of judgment.

Jesus had already shouted a command for Lazarus to come out of his grave with an authoritative voice similar to what He will produce at the Rapture. 

John 11:43-44 . . . And when He had said these things, He cried out with a loud voice, "Lazarus, come forth."  44) He who had died came forth, bound hand and foot with wrappings; and his face was wrapped around with a cloth. Jesus said to them, "Unbind him, and let him go." 
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. . . with the voice of the archangel . . . “The Lord himself shall descend from heaven” . . . I love that. He won’t be sending angels. When He comes to the earth to establish His kingdom, He will send His angels to the four corners of the earth to gather the elect, who will be both Israelites and Gentiles who enter the kingdom (Matt. 24:31). However, there is no angel ministry connected with the Rapture of the church. J. Vernon McGee, Thru the Bible Commentary, Based on the Thru the Bible Radio Program., electronic ed. (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1997, c1981), 5:398.
What about the voice of the archangel? This can be translated as if it were a simile, “with the voice (like that) of the archangel”.  It is describing the commanding voice that our Lord will have when He orders the bodies to rise from the graves. It is the quality of His voice, the majesty and the authority of it that is being described.

. . . and with the trumpet of God . . . It is customary for trumpets to sound when great events take place and this one certainly merits the sounding of a trumpet. Some mistakenly identify the Seventh Trumpet Judgment of Rev. 11:15 as being the same trumpet mentioned 1 Cor.15:52 and 1 Thess. 4:16 which signals the Rapture.

“the last trumpet” is mentioned in 1 Cor. 15:52 and the seventh trumpet is the last of the Trumpet Judgments (Rev. 11:15) so some allege that it is the same trumpet. This would mean that the rapture would occur at the Second Advent. “They don’t understand that “last” can mean one of two things: last in point of time or last in point of sequence. The word last may signify that which concludes a program, but is not necessarily the last that will ever exist.”  Things to Come, Dwight Pentecost, Zondervan, p.189 

. . . and the dead in Christ shall rise first . . .  Only Church Age believers are “in Christ” because only Church Age believers have been baptized by the Holy Spirit. The term “in Christ” is used in the N.T. 91 times but is not found in the O.T. The O.T. saints will receive their resurrection bodies at the 2nd Advent.

Isaiah 26:19-20 . . . Your dead will live; Their corpses will rise. You who lie in the dust, awake and shout for joy, For your dew is as the dew of the dawn, And the earth will give birth to the departed spirits.  20) Come, my people, enter into your rooms, And close your doors behind you; Hide for a little while, Until indignation runs its course.

Ezekiel 37:12-14 . . . "Therefore prophesy, and say to them, 'Thus says the Lord God, "Behold, I will open your graves and cause you to come up out of your graves, My people; and I will bring you into the land of Israel.  13) "Then you will know that I am the LORD, when I have opened your graves and caused you to come up out of your graves, My people.  14) "And I will put My Spirit within you, and you will come to life, and I will place you on your own land. Then you will know that I, the LORD, have spoken and done it," declares the LORD.'"

Daniel 12:1-2 . . . Now at that time Michael, the great prince who stands guard over the sons of your people, will arise. And there will be a time of distress such as never occurred since there was a nation until that time; and at that time your people, everyone who is found written in the book, will be rescued.  2) "And many of those who sleep in the dust of the ground will awake, these to everlasting life, but the others to disgrace and everlasting contempt.

Daniel 12:13 . . . "But as for you  [Daniel],  go your way to the end; then you will enter into rest and rise again for your allotted portion at the end of the age."

Matthew 24:30-31 . . . and then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky with power and great glory.  31) "And He will send forth His angels with a great trumpet and they will gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of the sky to the other.
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This is NOT referring to the Rapture! This is describing Jesus Christ returning at the 2nd Advent. He will send forth His angels to gather together the souls and spirits of the O.T. saints who are in heaven and bring them to earth to receive their resurrection bodies.  

LESSON #51  (7-22-10)

Revelation 11:17-18 . . . because Thou hast taken Thy great power and hast begun to reign. "And the nations were enraged, and Thy wrath came, and the time came for the dead to be judged, and the time to give their reward to Thy bond-servants the prophets and to the saints and to those who fear Thy name, the small and the great, and to destroy those who destroy the earth."

Revelation 20:4 . . . And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given to them. And I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of the testimony of Jesus and because of the word of God, and those who had not worshiped the beast or his image, and had not received the mark upon their forehead and upon their hand; and they came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years.

This verse refers to the Tribulational martyrs who receive their resurrection bodies at the 2nd Advent.

1 Thessalonians 4:17  

Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and thus we shall always be with the Lord.

Notice Paul did not say “those who are alive and remain” but “we who are alive and remain”.  Paul believed he could be caught up to meet the Lord in the air or he wouldn’t have included himself.

Church Age believers will be caught up to Him in the air above the earth who are alive and have remained on earth until the time Jesus Christ returns.

. . . shall be caught up together with them . . . HARPAZO  v. fpi; to seize or snatch away. They were going to take Christ by force, John 6:15; Philip was snatched away, Acts 8:39; Paul was snatched away from the wrath of the crowd, Acts 23:10;  Paul was caught up to the 3rd heaven,  2 Cor. 12:2 & 4; Jesus was caught up to God at His ascension, Rev. 12:5.

The word HARPAZO means to take by force in John 6:15; it makes one wonder if there will be some who will be taken by force as Lot and his family were taken out of Sodom, Gen. 19:16.

The Latin word RAPTO means “to seize, to carry off” from which we get our English word “Rapture.”
. . . with them . . . These are Church Age believers who died before Christ returns who are caught up to be with Christ. It appears that the dead in Christ and the believers who are alive at the Rapture will rise together to meet Christ in the air.
. . . in the clouds . . .  One of the many differences between the Rapture and the 2nd Advent is the termination point of Christ’s trip. It will end above the earth in the clouds at the Rapture but will end when He touches earth at the 2nd Advent, Zech. 14:4.

. . . to meet the Lord in the air . . .  What a fantastic event this will be. To see the Lord as well as our loved ones who have gone on before us. There has never been anything like it before.

1 Jn 3:2-3 . . . Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we shall be. We know that, when He appears, we shall be like Him, because we shall see Him just as He is. 3) And everyone who has this hope fixed on Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.

We know that, when He appears . . . EAN  This conjunction sets up a third class conditional clause and “appears” is an aorist passive subjunctive. It should be rendered, “if He appears”.  Of course we know that it is certain He will return and the meaning here is “if He returns in our lifetime.” 
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The hope is that He might return during our lifetime. Knowing He might return at any moment had a purifying effect on their lives because they wanted to be found as faithful servants when He returned.
We will see the Lord Jesus Christ for the first time and we will see Him in His glorified body. Only Peter, James, and John saw Christ in His glorified form, Matt. 17:2.
. . . and thus we shall always be with the Lord . . . What a privilege and comfort this promise is. What does it really matter as to where we will be as long as we are with our Lord?

This answers our Lord’s prayer that we be with Him and glorify Him always:

John 17:24 . . . "Father, I desire that they also, whom Thou hast given Me, be with Me where I am, in order that they may behold My glory, which Thou hast given Me; for Thou didst love Me before the foundation of the world. 

Philippians 3:20-21 . . . For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ;  21) who will transform the body of our humble state into conformity with the body of His glory, by the exertion of the power that He has even to subject all things to Himself.

LESSON #52  (7-27-10)

1 Thessalonians 4:18  

Therefore comfort one another with these words.

Verses 15-17 is one sentence in the Greek. Now we have this final short sentence to end the chapter that pertains to the sentence that goes before it.

Therefore comfort . . . PARAKALEO v. pam; to call upon someone to do something, to exhort, comfort, encourage, or admonish. The noun form of this word is used in John 14:16 and 16:14 to describe the Holy Spirit.

Comfort and the Holy Spirit go together. In fact the Holy Spirit is called the Comforter.

(KJV) John 14:16-17 . . . And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter [PARAKLETOS], that he may abide with you forever;  17 Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.

Jesus knew that He would be departing the earth in a few days so in John 13–16  was preparing His disciples for his death. John 17 is His high priestly prayer for Himself, His disciples, and for His Church.

He didn’t want them to think that He was abandoning them and wanted to reassure them. Here He made allusion to the indwelling of the Holy Spirit as a hint of a future event in order to encourage them.  Some claim that Church Age doctrine was taught in the Gospels. It is true that a few things of the Church were announced or mentioned but the book of Acts and the epistles is where the teaching of Church Age doctrines are found.

John 14:25-26 . . . "These things I have spoken to you, while abiding with you. 26) "But the Helper  [PARAKLETOS],  the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you. 

It is God the Holy Spirit who teaches Church Age doctrines to Church Age believers who are filled with the Holy Spirit. The Gospels give a few clues about a Church but for the most part, Church Age doctrines were still a mystery.  Had C.A. doctrines been taught in the Gospels, it would be easy to be confused about what applied to Israel and what applied to the Church.
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The word “church” is only found in Matthew and is used three times. In Matthew 16:18, Christ said, “upon this rock I will build my church”.  This was a hint of something to come that was unknown at the time.

It is also found twice in one verse, Matthew 18:17.  Jesus was giving instructions as to what to do if a fellow believer sins against you and will not admit it. 

Matthew 18:17 . . . And if he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax-gatherer.

When a brother sins against another, the two of them should discuss the matter. If the matter can be settled at that level, there is no need for it to go any further. But if the sinning brother refuses to listen . . . two or three witnesses should be taken along for a clear testimony. This was in keeping with Old Testament precedents, as in Deuteronomy 19:15. If the sinning brother still failed to recognize his error, the situation should be told before the entire church, or “assembly.” The disciples probably would have understood Jesus to mean the matter should be brought before the Jewish assembly.  John F. Walvoord, Roy B. Zuck and Dallas Theological Seminary, The Bible Knowledge Commentary : An Exposition of the Scriptures (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1983-c1985), 2:62.

Therefore comfort one another with these words . . . ALLELON  pn. apm; one another of the same kind, reciprocally, mutually.  Jesus Christ has not abandoned us. He is coming back for us and so shall we ever be with Him! 

. . . with these words . . . It is the Word of God that is alive and powerful and can penetrate into the depths of the soul and spirit, even giving comfort to those grieving over the loss of a loved one. 
“I once saw a quaint inscription on a gravestone in an old British cemetery not far from Windsor Castle. It read: 

Pause, my friend, as you walk by; 

As you are now, so once was I. 

As I am now, so you will be. 

Prepare, my friend, to follow me! 
I heard about a visitor who read that epitaph and added these lines: 

To follow you is not my intent, 

Until I know which way you went!”

Warren W. Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary, "An Exposition of the New Testament Comprising the Entire 'BE' Series," 1 Th 5:1.
PRE-WRATH FALLACY

The Pre-Wrath Rapture view is based on the idea that Church Age believers will go through at least the first half of the last seven years of Daniel’s Seventy Weeks which most people call the Tribulation, Dan.9.

“Things To Come”, J. Dwight Pentecost, Zondervan, pp. 179-180:

In order to embrace the pre-wrath rapture, one must:

1. “either deny or at least weaken the dispensational position.”

2. “deny the strict distinctions between Israel and the church”

3. “divide the tribulation period into two separate unrelated halves so that  

      the church can go through the first half, even though it has no part in the last half”

4. “deny the doctrine of the imminence, for all the signs of the first half of the week 

      applies to the church.”

5. “deny the concept of the church as a mystery”

6. “depend to a certain extent, on the spiritualizing method of interpretation”
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A partial list of Bible communicators who reject the Pre-Wrath theory of the Rapture:                       

C. I. Scofield
Henry Hastings
Joe Griffin


Lewis Sperry Chafer
Zane Hodges                
David Dunn

John F. Walvoord
Bob Wilkin 
Orlando Salas
J. Dwight Pentecost
Roy B. Zuck 
Bruce Bumgardner

H. I. Ironside
Arnold Fruchtenbaum
Jerry Thomas

R. B. Thieme Jr.
J. B. Hickson
Jim Myers

R. B. Thieme III
Bob Bolender
Tommy Ice

Robby Dean
Cliff Beverege
John Eichman

Dave Hunt
Clay Ward                 
David Roseland

Dan Hill
Dan Inghram
Mike Smith
LESSON #53  (7-29-10)

After covering the church on earth in Rev.3, Rev.4 begins with the words, “after these things” and then John is called up to heaven to see what is happening there.

Instantly he views God on his throne with 24 elders around Him. There is nothing to indicate that the subject has changed from the church in chapter 3 to something else in chapter 4 other than location. One would normally conclude that the church is still the subject being covered but is now described as how it will be in heaven.

God and His throne is described first and then 24 elders. Who are the 24 elders? If they are Church Age believers who have already received their rewards at the JSC before the Tribulation begins and the first seal is being opened, then no Church Age believer will go through even one day of the Tribulation. The elders are described as follows:

Rev. 4:4, the 24 elders are seated on thrones. Being seated on a throne is associated with being royalty and having authority and rulership.  Sitting on thrones is one of the rewards available to Church Age believers who overcome. Co-enthronement is promised to the church and the church only.

Revelation 3:21 . . . He who overcomes, I will grant to him to sit down with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne.

Jesus is already seated at the right hand of GTF, and Paul said we are already seated with Him positionally, Eph. 2:6. When John was transported to heaven and given a glimpse of the future, he saw Church Age believers there in resurrected bodies having been already Raptured and before the end time judgments begin. 

Ephesians 2:4-7 . . . But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us,  5) even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved),  6) and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places, in Christ Jesus, 7) in order that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.

1.  The number of the elders being 24 is significant.  In 1 Chron. 24:1-19 we see that 24 was the number of courses in which the Levitical priesthood was divided.  This was a parallel of these 24 elders in heaven.

2.  Of all the groups of the redeemed, only the Church is called a priesthood, 1 Peter 2:5. 

Revelation 1:6 . . .  and He has made us to be a kingdom, priests to His God and Father; to Him be the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen.

Eldership in the N.T. is a representative office, PRESBUTEROS, Acts 15:2, 20:17.
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The 24 elders in heaven appear to be representing all the resurrected Church Age believers just as the 24 elders that King David appointed represented the entire Levitical priesthood found in 1 Chron. 24.  There were hundreds if not thousands of priests and they all could not come together at the same time in the Temple so the 24 elders represented all the priests. The millions of resurrected C. A. believers cannot all be seated around the throne, so 24 of their number are chosen to be elders who represent all the resurrected C.A. believers.

Rev. 5:9-10,  the testimony of the enthroned elders marks them as representing the Church. The testimony contained in these scriptures can be made only by the Church.  Only the Church is both royalty and priesthood.
(KJV) Revelation 5:8-10 . . . And when he had taken the book, the four beasts and four and twenty elders fell down before the Lamb, having every one of them harps, and golden vials full of odours, which are the prayers of saints.  9) And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation;  10) And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth.

3.  Four prophets saw the throne of God and recorded what they saw. Isaiah in Isaiah 6, Ezekiel in Ezekiel 1 & 10, Daniel in Daniel 7, and John in Rev. 4.  Only John gave details about the 24 elders because the O.T. prophets knew nothing about the Church. 

4. The 24 elders are clothed in white garments. Church Age believers who overcome are promised to be clothed in white garments, Rev. 3:5. The Church will be dressed in fine white garments after the rapture and the JSC, Rev. 19:8 & 14.

5.  Golden crowns, victor wreaths [STEPHANOS] are on their heads. These are the same type of crowns mature believers will receive at the JSC, 2 Tim 4:8, James 1:12, 1 Pet. 5:4, Rev. 2:10, Rev. 3:11.
Rev. 4:10  tells us that these 24 elders worship God by casting their crowns before Him.

It should be noted that no one in heaven will receive a crown until the Apostle Paul receives his.

2 Timothy 4:8 . . . in the future there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day  [JSC];  and not only to me, but also to all who have loved His appearing.  

Revelation 22:12 . . . "Behold, I am coming quickly  [at the Rapture],  and My reward

 [including crowns] is with Me, to render to every man according to what he has done.






















