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LESSON  # 1   (3-16-04)
INTRODUCTION

Author –  The apostle Paul

Date -  A.D.  57
Details -  Paul had to get tough in his first letter to the Corinthians, and since the problems were not resolved, he wrote another very severe letter which was delivered by the hand of Titus. This letter has been lost to us.  By the writing of what is actuallly his third letter, Paul was consoled by the news that they were now submitting to his authority and teaching.  However, they couldn’t understand why they were still suffering.  So he writes to them as believers who are in fellowship and in need of instruction.

CHAPTER  ONE

1:1

l. Paul -  He was called by his Hebrew name Saul, then in Acts 13:9, he is referred to by his Roman name Paul (Grk. – little). 
2.    An apostle of Jesus Christ,   APOSTOLOS  (s)  APO, from;  STELLO, to send. 
It was originally a military term meaning “admiral of the fleet”.  Paul did not hesitate to remind     

them of his position of authority.
 Matt 10:2-4  - apostles to Israel.    These eleven later became apostles of Christ.

Eph. 4:11 -  highest spiritual gift, authority over all local churches, given by the H.S.

Jesus Christ met Paul on the Damascus Road that was the first step in his being made an apostle.  

3.   by the will of God   -  Paul was not chosen or voted on by men to be an apostle, Acts 1:24-26, but was appointed by God to that position.

APPLICATION - There are no apostles today.  One of the qualifications to be an apostle was to see the resurrected Christ, I Cor. 9:1.

4. and Timothy our brother  -  he is mentioned because he was the one who would be the bearer of this epistle.

5. To the church of God in Corinth  -  Paul founded the church but it belongs to God.

6. and to all the saints throughout Achaia  -  Achaia is Southern Greece.

1:2

1. Grace and peace to you  -  this is the normal salutation.  Notice that grace always comes   before peace.  You, HUMIN  ( dat. pl.  This included all the Corinthians!

2. When a person is grace-oriented, then he has peace.  RMA
1:3

1. Blessed be the God  -  EULOGETOS  (s), a. nsm.  It is only applied to God in 

      the N.T. and it means to be worthy of praise and love.   C.T.  -  Praise be to the God
2. mercies  -  All types of mercy and compassion.  Even God’s discipline is a type of mercy.

3. all comfort  -  PARAKLESIS  (s)  n.gsf.;  PARA,  beside;  KLESIS, to call.  

To call to one’s side for comfort, aid, consolation, alleviation of grief, encouragement.  There is no real comfort anywhere else, only being close to God.  John 16:7
LESSON  # 2    (3-18-04)
1:4

1. There are seven reasons for suffering in this chapter.  The first reason is to be a comfort to others who are suffering, verses 4-7.   If you have used doctrine as a source of comfort and inner happiness in the middle of suffering, then you can be a comfort to others who are suffering.  This is the antithesis of the principle, “misery loves company”.

2. comforts  -  PARAKALEO  ( pt. pa.,  keeps on comforting us.

3. affliction / trouble  -  THLIPSIS  (s) n. dsf.  The singular signifies that God gathers up your entire lifetime of suffering, no matter the quantity or quality, into one package and provides comfort for you.  God does not run out of comfort to share with His children!

4. He shares His +H and comfort with us not just because He loves us, but because it enables us to comfort others by explaining to them how to have an RMA in the middle of a storm.

5. We want to be sympathetic to those who are suffering, but sometimes it’s necessary to be hardnosed with them in order to kick the props out from under them and point them to the real solution which is the Word of God. 

6. the comfort  -  People do not need to lean on you, they need to learn to lean on the Lord.

God wants all of us to be spiritually self-sustaining, and that takes, you guessed it, Bible  

      doctrine.  We must realize that we cannot make someone +H when they are suffering if 

      they have no doctrine in their soul.  We can’t give them our +H, but we can give them   

      doctrine, the source of our +H.   Loving someone and being there for him is not enough.  

      They need doctrine!

7.   we ourselves are comforted  -  PARAKALEO  (  v. ppi.    
C.T. – We ourselves keep on receiving comfort.   We keep receiving comfort from Bible doctrine as long as we keep on receiving doctrine.

8. There are four types of suffering:
· SELF- INDUCED  (unbearable)  ------ Making ourselves miserable through bad decisions

· DESERVED / DISCIPLINE (unbearable)  -------  God punishes for the purpose of blessing 

· POST REBOUND SUFFERING  (bearable)  ------ God gives for the purpose of blessing 

· UNDESERVED  (bearable)  ------  God gives for the purpose of blessing

9.   All suffering, minus self-induced suffering, is designed for our blessing no matter what the cause. Some of the greatest blessings we will ever receive are ones during times of suffering.
LESSON  # 3   (3-23-04)

1:5

1. The words “just as” set up a comparison between our Lord’s suffering and ours.  

2. sufferings of Christ  -  We can experience some of the sufferings that Christ did

Phil 1:29 - For unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not only 

to believe on him, but also to suffer for his sake;

1 Pet 3:14  -  But even if you should suffer for what is right, you are blessed. 

3.   abundance -  PERISSEUO  (v pai  - to overflow.   The sufferings of Christ do 

      not abound in us, but they do overflow to us.  C.T.  -  For just as the sufferings of Christ         

      overflow to us

4.   All of Christ’s sufferings were undeserved and were for blessing.  Here is the point, the 

      same blessings that Jesus had overflow to us!   God’s plan allowed suffering in the life of   

      Christ which resulted in His blessing, and God’s plan includes the same for our life!

5.   C.T. -  For just as [the blessings from] the sufferings of Christ overflow to us, so also 

      our comfort [blessings from undeserved suffering] overflows [to others] through [the mind of]   

      Christ  [which is B.D. I Cor. 2.16].
6.  This concerns more than being able to identify with someone’s suffering and saying, “I 

      know how you feel.”  This verse is about BLESSINGS BY ASSOCIATION ! 

7. Blessings do not overflow to others if you whine, complain, sublimate, fall apart, throw a    

      tantrum, and bother everyone else with your problems.  This is cursing by association.    

8. Believers without doctrine dump their troubles on others, but believers with doctrine and who 

      apply it dump blessings on others.  Which kind of believer are you?  Are you looking for the 

      next victim to tell your sad, sad story to?

9. Comfort is inner +H, inner blessing, and inner peace.  You can have this in the middle of tremen-dous pressure because of what God has bequeathed to you through Christ.  When you 

      are under adversity, God is preparing you and positioning you to be a blessing to others.

LESSON  # 4   (3-25-04)
1:6

1. afflicted – THILBO (v. ppi,  to suffer affliction, to be troubled, and reference to 

      sufferings due to the pressure of circumstances or antagonisms from others.   The point 

      is:  What is the impact of your suffering on others?   Is it misery or blessing?  

2. salvation – SOTERIA ()  n. gsf,   salvation, deliverance, rescue, recovery of health

a.  A major problem occurs when people think that every time they see the word “saved”  or 

“salvation” in scripture, it refers to being saved from hell or going to heaven when one dies.

b. By far, the most common usage in the O.T. of salvation pertains to God’s deliverance of His people from their struggles and persecutions.
c. “Indeed, in 812 usages of the various Hebrew words translated ‘to save’ or ‘salvation’ in the Old Testament, only 58 (7.1%) refer to eternal salvation.” Repentance and Salvation  by Robert N. Wilkin

d.  “Salvation”, while found more in the N.T. than in the O.T. meaning “eternal salvation,” it refers to physical or psychological deliverance the greater percentage. The verb sozo (save) is used 106 times meaning physical deliverance 60% of those times.  The noun soteria (salvation) occurs 46 times and means physical deliverance 65% of those times.

e. In the Bible, the phrase “save a soul” never refers to deliverance from hell but seems to 

have a technical meaning of preservation of life in a real, physical sense or preservation of the inner person in a metaphorical sense.

      Example: In Matthew 16:24-26 Jesus was talking to His disciples about the physical preservation of life as compared to preserving the inner life of character and contentment through suffering.  “Gaining the whole world,” being absorbed with the details of life, means “losing the soul”, i.e. you forfeit the benefits of the winner’s life now in time and rewards that would be received later in eternity.  When a man schemes to preserve his own physical life, he loses the things that he really wants such as happiness and blessings.  

      This information was given to believers and has nothing to do with whether one gains or maintains eternal salvation.  The fact that works, suffering, and taking up one’s cross are set forth as conditions to save the soul are obvious indicators that it cannot be referring to eternal salvation. 

f.   In Phil. 2:12-13 Paul tells believers to, ”work out your salvation with fear and trembling.”  Was he implying that they could lose their salvation?  Hardly, a salvation achieved by labor is certainly not the justification-by-faith-alone kind offered elsewhere.

g.  In Romans 10:9-10 demonstrates that faith in Christ results in eternal salvation, whereas confessing with your mouth that Jesus is Lord results in being saved from a fruitless ,meaningless life of carnality.  These verses do not declare that a person must believe in Jesus Christ and confess with his mouth that Jesus is Lord in order to have heaven’s gates  open to him.  The book of Romans makes it clear that only one thing, faith in Christ, saves one from hell but two things are necessary for the full salvation mentioned in these verses.  The additional thing needed is confessing with your mouth that Jesus is Lord which is a  metaphor for learning and applying Bible doctrine which is the key to the victorious life. 

LESSON  # 5   (4-1-04)
h.    I Tm. 2:15 says that a woman will be saved through childbirth.  Of course this verse is not saying that a woman must have a child in order to be saved and go to heaven.  She is saved from a life of insignificance through her role in the family.  A woman will normally find her ful-fillment and meaning in life, not by pursuing the male role, but by being a wife and a mother.

i.    I Tim. 4:16 – Pay close attention to yourself and to your teaching; persevere in these things, for as you do this you will insure salvation [from looking like a fool, has to answer to the Lord] both for yourself and for those who hear you.   Did this mean that Timothy and his congregation was in danger of losing their salvation if he didn’t comply with the instructions Paul had given him?   It meant that he, as well as his congregation, would not be saved from divine discipline from God or from attacks from men and demons if Timothy got off course.

j.   Saved people need to be experientially saved from the world, the flesh, and demons.  This salvation always depends on the volition of a person after he has believed in Christ.

k. In our current verse, soteria has an added dimension.  It suggests victorious endurance in   

      suffering rather than an escape from trouble.

l. Heb. 5: 9 -  And having been made perfect, He [Christ] became to all those who obey 
Him, the source of eternal salvation.  Many would cite this verse to substantiate the false 

doctrine that works are necessary to go to heaven.  This is the same salvation as noted in 

the scriptures already given.  It is eternal because it is final, complete, and lasts for all eternity.  

The context of this verse is Christ’s obedience to the Father’s plan, our obedience to the 

gospel, and then our obedience to the Father’s plan for our lives.  Obedience to the gospel  

involves one decision, but obedience to the plan of God involves a lifetime of decisions. 

Acts 16:51  –. . .Believe  [v. aam  on the Lord Jesus Christ . . .

            II Thes. 1:8  –   dealing out retribution to those who . . . do not obey the gospel . . .

I John 3:23 –  And this is His commandment   [which has two parts],  

                        that we believe v. aas in the name  [person] of His Son Jesus Christ,                

                        and  love v. pas one another just as He commanded us.

      m. There is only one condition to receive eternal life, and that is to obey the command to  

            believe,  sozo, in the Lord Jesus Christ, and this sozo saves one from hell.  But there are     

            numerous conditions that must be met to receive supergrace blessings, and this second   

            sozo saves one from a miserable and futile existence with a faith that utilizes the F/HS and      

            trusts in the Lord. 

n.  Receiving eternal life requires no work.  Reaching spiritual maturity and receiving  

rewards requires work. Faith is required for both and is non-meritorious in that the object of faith receives all of the credit.  God does the work through us and always receives all the glory.

o. The verses below are favorites, most often quoted by those who think that Christ’s work on the cross was not sufficient, and therefore good works are necessary in order to go to heaven.

           James 2:14 - What does it profit, my brethren, if a man says he has faith, but has

            no works?   Can that faith save him?

           James 2:20  -  But will you know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead?

LESSON  # 6   (4-6-04)
James 2:24  - You see that a person is justified by what he does and not by faith alone.

a) The first thing to recognize is that James is talking to believers who were ”talking the talk” but not “walking the walk” of the Christian life. Since James is speaking to sanctified believers, he is obviously not telling them what to do to get into heaven.  They already had eternal life and were Royal Family of God, but they were not acting like it.

b) Verse 14 asks the question, “Can faith save him?”  The answer  is “no”, but  another
question must be answered:  Save him from what?  Hell?  No!  Then saved from what?  Answer: Saved from suffering from wrong decisions, misery, divine discipline, instability and scorn from others which are all part of the futility of the loser believer’s life.  

c) Faith in Christ will save us from hell, but it will not save us from a dead or carnal            

      spiritual life.  When a person believes in Christ, his faith is alive, but if that faith is not    

      nourished with the Word, it will die and no good works [divine good] will be produced.

     d)  Believers are justified before God by their faith and are justified before others by
                 their works.  No one is justified before God by their faith and their works. 
     e)  Justification by faith secures our eternal standing but justification by works secures 
     our temporary temporal standing or fellowship with God and man. Justification by faith 
     secures our vindication before God while justification by works secures our vindication 
      before men.  
 p.  1 Cor. 15:1-2  Now, brothers, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you,  

        which you received and on which you have taken your stand. By this gospel you 

        are saved, if you hold firmly to the word I preached to you. Otherwise, you have  

       believed in vain.      Is this a verse an eternal salvation verse? 

         SPOUDAZO  II Tim. 2:15
to be aggressive, eager, to study
         PROSDOKAO  II Pet. 3:14
         -  to expect, to anticipate, to look forward
SPUDAZO + PROSDOKAO = PSD
 II Peter 3:14 - So then, dear friends, since you are looking forward  [pt.pa]  to    

  this, be diligent  [v. aam] to be found spotless  [keep Rebounding], blameless  [filled   

   with the H.S.]  and at peace with Him.

LESSON  # 7   (4-8-04)
           q.  Col 1:21-23  Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds  

             because of your evil behavior.   But now he has reconciled you by Christ's physical 

             body through death to present you holy in his sight, without blemish and free from 

             accusation  -  if you continue in your faith, established and firm, not moved from   

             the hope held out in the gospel. 

3.  Much of the confusion concerning the epistles of the New Testament is caused by the rejection of the doctrine of eternal security.  The epistles’ focus is not on saving us from hell, but on saving us from a wasted, ignominious life as a loser believer.

4. The epistles are addressed to believers to teach them how to execute the Christian way of life. Their primary focus is not on saving the unbeliever, but on saving the believer from Satanic influence, his own OSN, and worldly distractions.  We are encouraged by promises of phenomenal rewards for obeying commands to run the race and to reach for the prize.   We are cautioned by many warnings alerting us of the consequences of being a disobedient immature believer who is not “redeeming the time.” 

5.  All believers are RELATED to God.  Church Age believers have been regenerated, born again, are “In Christ”, and are members of the Royal Family of God.  We sometimes call this Positional Sanctification.

6.  All believers do not enjoy a RELATIONSHIP with God.  Many choose to ignore the warnings and remain arrogant, disobedient, incorrigible brats who have no relationship with their hea-venly Father.  They are estranged from God and are therefore never Experientially  Sanctified.  Of course they are still related to God and will inhabit heaven someday.  

7. A few or the commands that carry the promise of rewards:

· Grow in grace and knowledge  -  II Peter 3:16
· Abide in Him   -   I John 2:24-28
· Continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling   -  Phil. 2:12-16
· Build yourselves up in your most holy faith   -   Jude 19-20 

· Make your calling and election sure   -    II Peter 1:10-11
· Be on your guard; stand firm in the faith; be men of courage; be strong  -   I Cor. 16:13
· Run in such a way as to win the prize  -   I Cor. 9:24
8. A few of the warnings that have consequences if they are ignored:

·   Don’t disqualify yourself from the prize   -   Col. 2:18
·   Don’t wonder from the faith   -  I Tm. 6:9-10
·   Be careful that you don’t fall   -  I Cor. 10:12
·   Don’t be cut off  -  Rom. 11:20-22
·   Don’t stray from the truth   -   James 5:19-20
·   Don’t fall away from grace   -   Gal.  5:1-4
·   Don’t lose your reward  -  II John 8
·   Don’t ignore such a great salvation  -  Hebrews 2:1-3
·   Don’t suffer loss at the JSC like the loser believer described in I Cor. 3:13-15
·   Don’t’ become worse than an unbeliever  -  I Tm. 5:8
9. The verses below have both a command and a warning clearly stating the above:

2 Pet. 3:16-18 - He [Paul] writes the same way in all his letters, speaking in them of these matters. His letters contain some things that are hard to understand, which ignorant and unstable people distort, as they do the other Scriptures to their own destruction.  17) Therefore, dear friends, since you already know this, be on your guard [warning] so that you may not be carried away by the error of lawless men and fall from your secure position [this definitely is not referring to their secure position “In Christ”].  18) But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ [here is a command with resultant rewards for obedience stated elsewhere]. To him be glory, both now and forever! Amen.

Heb. 10:35-39 - So do not throw away [[like trash] your confidence [ in B.D.]; it will be richly rewarded.  36)  You need to persevere so that when you have done the will of God, you will receive what He has promised.  37) For in just a very little while, ‘He who is coming will come and will not delay.  38) But my righteous one will live by faith. And if he shrinks back, I will not be pleased with him.’  39)
But we are not of those who shrink back and are destroyed, but of those who believe and are saved.

LESSON  # 8   (4-13-04)
2 Pet 1:10-11 - Therefore, my brothers, be all the more eager [spoudazo v. aam] to make your calling and election sure. For if you do these things, you will never fall [into reversionism],  11) and you will receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

This verse is not a command to make sure that we are eternally saved. It is a command to persevere to the end in our concerted effort to run the race in order to win; to be a winner believer!  It is another way of telling us to keep pressing with our priority to grow spiritually strong so that we will not stumble in fulfilling God’s plan for our lives.

a) We are called, not only to receive Jesus Christ, but to redeem the time by 

      growing up spiritually, receiving maximum blessing, thereby glorifying God.

b) We are not commanded to do everything to make sure our eternal destiny is secure because that has already been accomplished.  It’s a “done deal”.

c) We are eternally saved the moment we believe in Jesus Christ.  That faith is  

a blep, a point in time and differs from the multitudinous decisions of faith-rest and applying Divine principles that must be made daily in order to live an obedient and committed life producing Divine Good.

d) We cannot trust in our works to be justified before God, so why would anyone think that we can trust in our works for assurance of eternal salvation?

e) Nowhere in the Bible can we find scriptures warning us that we can lose our eternal salvation or that we must keep on testing ourselves to verify that we are truly eternally saved.   II Cor. 13:5 is not a test for eternal salvation.

      2 Cor.13:5 - Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith;   

      test yourselves. Do you not realize that Christ Jesus is in you-- unless,  

      of course, you fail the test?

f)    We cannot find assurance for salvation from focusing on ourselves; we can 

only find it in the Word of God which promises eternal life through focusing our faith alone in Christ alone.   Paul put it this way:

Gal.3:1-3 - You foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? Before your very eyes Jesus Christ was clearly portrayed as crucified. 2) I would like to learn just one thing from you: Did you receive the Spirit by observing the law, or by believing what you heard? 3) Are you so foolish? After beginning with the Spirit, are you now trying to attain your goal by human effort?

g)   Those who depend on their good works for assurance of salvation cannot 

                         quote any scriptures that would indicate how many good works are necessary  

                         to secure it or how many sins would put it into jeopardy.  There are none 

                         because there is absolutely no connection whatsoever between good works 

                         and eternal salvation.    

LESSON  # 9   (4-15-04)
h) Believers are commanded to produce good works as part of their post-

salvational duty.  Divine Good production is necessary in order to receive rewards and decorations in heaven but is not necessary to ensure eternal salvation. 

       i)   The presence of sin in the believer’s life does not indicate that he is unsaved or  

             that he is in danger of losing his salvation.


             THIS CONCLUDES OUR STUDY WHICH WE STARTED CONCERNING THE WAY

                    THE WORDS “SAVED” AND  “SALVATION” ARE USED IN SCRIPTURE. 

                                            NOW WE WILL CONTINUE WITH Ist  COR: 1:6

10. The word “salvation” in this verse does not refer to eternal salvation but to physical and spiritual deliverance of those who received doctrinal teaching from Paul who was experiencing suffering in the process of providing it for them.

LESSON  # 10   (4-20-04)
11. Suffering is not designed to bless us only, but others also.  This verse helps you to empathize with others who are suffering the same things you have suffered and to encourage them to patiently endure it, utilizing the Faith-Rest Drill that helped you so much.  Relate to others how the Lord worked things out for the good for you because you patiently waited or trusted in Him.
12. In verse 5, we have the overflow of blessings to people whose assimilation of doctrine is not necessarily an issue, but it is in verse 6.  We are to teach them how to be spiritually self-sustaining.  

13. If we are comforted [and they were] it is for your comfort [Corinthian believers] and that 

comfort is effective in patient enduring [which is analogous to the Faith-Rest Drill and an RMA      under pressure] of the same sufferings which we also suffer.
14.  The point is that believers receive blessings from undeserved suffering and also become an 

       example to others.  

LESSON  # 11   (4-22-04)
1:7

1.  How could Paul be confident that the Corinthian believers were going to share the same kind of 

     comfort that he did?  Because he taught them Faith-Rest and how to think doctrine under pressure.

2.  They would not always have Paul there to comfort them, but they would always have the Bible 

doctrine that he taught them.  A person does not have to be a pastor-teacher in order to leave 

this legacy to others.

1:8

1.  To be unaware  -  AGNOEO  ( to be ignorant; uninformed.  The English word 

      “agnostic” comes from this Greek word.  Paul did want them to know about his sufferings,

      not because he was a whiner and complainer, but because he wanted them to know that

      if the Lord delivered him, the Lord would certainly deliver them also.

2.  Nobody likes to be around chronic complainers who love to take up everyone’s time with  

their troubles. Misery may love company, but no one loves miserable company. Rather than thanking the Lord for what they have, they moan about what they don’t have.  and find fault in everything and everybody.

3.  Paul wanted them to know that the times of adversity, calamity, and frustration can be the  

      best part of life for believers who have doctrine in their souls.  That’s right, doctrine can  

      change bad times into great times.

4.   Notice that Paul did not give them details about his problems, but he only gave them 

      enough information to understand the principle that he was teaching them.  He wanted 

them to learn to trust in the Lord in times of trouble. 

5.   burdened BAREO ( – problem, trouble;  excessively  HUPERBOLE  (
in the English, it means exaggeration, in the KJV, it means pressed out of or beyond measure, great pressure, the bottom drops out, all hell breaks loose, a hopeless situation.   

6. Paul and his team’s very lives were in danger, and there was nothing they could depend on 

to save them.  No money, no friends, no clever maneuvering, no detail of life, NOTHING, no human solution could save them .

1:9
1.  Death was imminent, and they thought for sure that they were goners.
LESSON  # 12   (4-27-04)
2.   we had   ECHO (v. rai  the sentence of death on us.  The perfect tense of “echo” 

means that they had the sentence of death on them in the past and they continued to have it.

3.  God allowed them to be in this hopeless situation in order to teach them to rely on Him so that they could teach others to do the same.  If you try to handle the sufferings of this life on your own, you will break down because God did not design us to handle them on our own.  He intends for us to depend on Him, not on ourselves!  The reference to God raising the dead helps us to focus on His power and reminds us that suffering is only for time, not eternity.

4.  He made provision for all of our problems in eternity past, and if we refuse to learn to depend on Him, we will fall to pieces and be miserable whenever problems crop up. 

5.  The Corinthian believers had moved out from the area of deserved suffering for discipline and on into undeserved suffering for blessing, but they hadn’t figured that out yet.

1:10
1.  The word deliver, RHOUMAI  ( to rescue as from drowning, is used three times   

      in this verse.

1) To deliver (v. ami) from death in time or the living phase of Phase II.

2) To deliver (v. fai) through death.  This refers to dying grace or the dying phase of Phase II.

3) To deliver (v. fai) in eternity.  God will provide us with a resurrection body in Phase III.

2. Good times will not carry you through the hard times.  We must learn that when the outlook  is bleak, we should not look back, we should look up.

3. Paul and his team had learned this very valuable lesson which is evident as he expressed   

      his assurance that God would continue to deliver them in the future.

1:11

1.  This verse demonstrates how believers can participate in supporting those who are in 

other locations by prayer. We support and sustain other team-member believers through personal and corporate prayer.

2.  Your effectiveness as a believer and our effectiveness as a church depends on prayer.  

     The quantity and quality of our prayers are one way to gauge where we are in our spiritual life. 
LESSON  # 13   (4-29-04)
3.  The second reason that people suffer is to stimulate their prayer life, both for themselves 

and for others.  

      4.  that thanks may be given by many persons.  Who are the many persons?  Those 
who prayed for Paul and his team who now give thanks to God for the gift of delivering 
the Pauline team.  
5.   To give thanks to God means that you are grace-oriented and recognize that you cannot 

earn or merit His gracious blessings.  The Greek word for thanks” is EUCHARISTEO  

v. aps;   EU = good, and CHARIS = GRACE.  It means to recognize God’s grace and have gratitude for it.  

6.  The reason so many people are ungrateful is because they do not identify God’s grace. 

True gratitude comes from recognizing that everything we have that is GOOD comes from God: our very breath, health, the sunshine, rain, food, home, transportation, job, Bible, church, pastor, safety, freedom. . .   This is grace-orientation.

James 1:17 - Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.

1:12
1. NASV – For our proud confidence is this . . .

    KJV  –  For our rejoicing is this . . .

    NIV  –  Now this is our boast . . .

    ASV – For our glorifying is this . . .

     Corrected Translation:    Our esprit de corps  [team spirit] keeps on being this . . .

     The word “this” is not found in the Greek but is inserted to demonstrate that an explanation  

     follows. This is amazing. Paul and his team now have an esprit de corps with people who       

     once held the record for carnality.  This means that there is hope for anybody!

2.  “our conscience testifies”   SUNEIDESIS  (s),  SUN = with,   EIDESIS = to 

      know.  So it means to know by means of a norm or a standard.  Paul is referring to the   

      conscience of his entire team as to how they conducted themselves in four areas:


1st area -  “holiness” HAGIOTES  s holiness and/or sanctification    They   

                              were filled with the H.S.

2nd area – “godly sincerity”         “godly,” THEOU n. gsm, = from God.

                   “sincerity,” – HEILIKRINES  sHEILI = to judge,  KRINES =  by

       sunlight   In the ancient world, the purity of something was judged by 

             holding it up to the sunlight.  So this means to discern from God, or we 

             would say, “Their conscience was clear that they conducted them-

 selves under the filling of the H.S. and from the discernment they      

                               had from B.D.”       It must be remembered that sincerity is not a virtue!
LESSON  # 14   (5-4-04)
3rd area – “not in fleshly wisdom,”   OUK  EN  SARKIKE  SOPHIA,   not by their OSN.

                                                          ( 
4th area – “but according to God’s grace.”     This simply means that their conduct              

                demonstrated their dependence on God’s grace.  They were grace-oriented.

3. “especially towards you”  Paul is letting the Corinthians know that there was no malice or vindictiveness involved when he lowered the boom on them in his first letter.

1:13

1.   The document that Paul was referring to is I Corinthians.  He wrote it to clarify the issues 

      of carnality so that their suffering would change from deserved to undeserved suffering.       

      His purpose was not so they would be able to avoid suffering.

2.   He explains that he did not write anything that God did not authorize him to write or           

       anything that they were unable to read and understand.

4. “read” ANAGINOSKO  v. pai, ANA = again and again, GINOSKO = to know, learn;  “understand”  EPIGINOSKO  v. pai,  EPI = full,  GINOSKO = to know.

They read that first letter over and over so many times that it finally stuck and became epignosis knowledge in their souls.

5. Rebound is not enough to get believers out of a pattern of behavior that is destructive.  It takes Rebound + doctrine + thinking it + practicing it. Sometimes we must hear a doctrine over and over again before it finally clicks and we understand what is going on.

6. Paul stated that he had “hope,” confidence, that they would continue to understand and to hold on to what they had learned.
1:14

1.  C.T. – just as you have understood  [EPIGINOSKO, v. aai] in part, [now] you will 

come to fully understand  [EPIGNOSKO, v. fmi]  that we  [Paul and his team]  are your esprit de corps  [team mates]  just as you are ours, at the day of our Lord Jesus Christ  [Judgment Seat of Christ].

2. Notice that the esprit de corps that Paul is talking about is based on doctrine.  The people who   

      will be your closest team mates will be those who understand Bible doctrine just as you do.

3. In that day, JSC, they will appreciate the benefit of having Paul as a teacher as he will appre-

ciate having had them for his students.

LESSON  # 15   (5-6-04)
1:15

1.   Paul had been misjudged by the Corinthians who thought he was out of line not to visit   

      them and he is setting the record straight.  Paul told them that he would return to them      

      so, when he did not return when he had the chance, they began to be upset.

2. They began to think that Paul did not like them, so they decided that they did not like him          either.  They lacked patience and failed to give Paul the benefit of the doubt.
3. Paul was not vacillating or hedging on his commitment to visit them. God had changed Paul’s plans.  Paul had confidence that he was doing the right thing because he knew that he was following the leading of the Holy Spirit.  

4. Because Paul didn’t visit them when they expected him to, they received an added blessing.  What was that blessing?  II Corinthians.
5. Paul gave them what they needed the most – doctrine.  He could have explained to them the situation but they would have just seen it as excuse-making. If he had visited them while they were angry at him, what benefit would that be?  They would have pouted or tried to make him miserable for avoiding them. They needed to get their thinking straightened out first, and what does that take?  DOCTRINE!
6. Paul did not try to vindicate or to justify himself; he knew that that was the Lord’s business:
Psa. 32:7 - You are my hiding place; you will protect me from trouble and surround me with songs of deliverance. Selah

Psa. 17:2 -  May my vindication come from you;  may your eyes see what is right.

Isa.54:17  - “No weapon forged against you [Isaiah] will prevail, and you [J.C.] will refute every tongue that accuses you. This is the heritage of the servants of the LORD, and this is their vindication from me," declares the LORD.

Jer. 20:11 - But the LORD is with me [Jeremiah] like a mighty warrior; so my persecutors will stumble and not prevail. They will fail and be thoroughly disgraced;  their dishonor will never be forgotten.

1:16-17

1.  Paul was honest with them by giving his itinerary. Twice he passed by them, on the way to 

  Macedonia and on the way back.   

2.  He set the record straight that he did not take them lightly nor was he fickle.  The Corinthians 

     were claiming that Paul was an irresponsible, vacillating, leader who could not be depended 

     upon.
3. He made sure they knew that his decisions were based on the filling of the H.S. and were not from his OSN.

4.  Yes, yes and no, no is an idiom for instability.  It applies to people who cannot make up their 

      minds or people who keep changing their minds after they have made a decision.

5.  One of the qualities of a good leader is decisiveness.  Nobody likes to follow a person who 

cannot make up his mind.

1:18-19

1.  Paul is dogmatic in telling them that his teaching had been dogmatic. There are two things   

      the teaching of the Word of God must be:  Accurate and Dogmatic
LESSON  #16    (5-11-04)
2. “God is faithful”  This was a reminder that God would provide everything they would 

need and that neither He nor Paul had forgotten about them.  God was not wishy-washy or indecisive when it came to meeting their needs and neither was Paul with regards to his message to them.

3. It was emphasized how important it is to be dogmatic when it comes to giving the gospel.  

      We cannot back off even an inch from “Faith alone in Christ alone.” Anyone who adds 

      anything to faith in Christ, is not saved!  Trying to pay for the gift obliterates the work and  

      sacrifice of the giver.
4. He probably named Timothy and Silas because these two were with him on his first trip to 

      Corinth, Acts 18:5. 

LESSON  #17    (5-18-04)   (ATTACKS ON MARRIAGE)

1:20

1.  Now he also drives home the point that the promises of God are dogmatic and that they  

should Faith-Rest the issue about Paul bypassing them just as they Faith-Rested the issue of Jesus being the Messiah.

2. “Amen” is transliterated from Hebrew into both Greek and English, and when it is said by 

God, it means, `it is and shall be so,` and by men, `so let it be and I believe it’. The “Amen” was saying in Hebrew what had just been said in the Greek.

3. Many times in the gospels, the word “verily” is used to signify that something significant will follow, and it is the word “amen”.   John used it twenty-five times in his gospel and he always repeats it twice, “amen, amen.”

4. Jesus Christ is called “the Amen, the faithful and true witness” in Rev. 3:14.
5. All that God had promised about the salvation of man was fulfilled in Christ.  Everything that 

      was prophesied about the Messiah was fulfilled in Him.

6. This verse teaches not only that the promises of God receive their confirmation in Christ, 

       but also that we experience and assent to their truth.

1:21

1.   “establishes us with you in Christ”  BEBAIOO  (v. papt  =  to confirm, to render 

        constant and unwavering, to stand firm.  Now He who makes both us  [ Paul and his 

        team] and you  [the Corinthians and us by implication]  to stand firm in Christ and anointed 
        us  [CHRIO  ( v. aapt  =  to be qualified for service by the baptism of the H.S.] is God [F].

2. There are a lot of preachers today teaching that the anointing of God upon certain believers goes and comes and that they are able to do supernatural things when it comes upon them like speaking in tongues.  However notice that the anointing took place in a point of time, salvation, and was common to all believers, to apostles as well as to common believers who lived in Corinth.

LESSON  #18    (5-20-04)


1:22

DOCTRINE OF THE SEALING OF THE HOLYSPIRIT

1.    Definition:  Sealing was a signature guarantee.  In the ancient world, sealing was

tantamount to a signature, which was tantamount to a guarantee.  When a king    

sealed a proclamation, that became a law.  Sealing was used to ratify treaties or   

agreements.  When people signed a contract by using a wax seal, that was their 

guarantee from their integrity that they would fulfill their part.

2.    Documentation

Eph. 1:13  - In Whom, when you heard the message of truth, the gospel of  

        your salvation; in Whom also, when you had believed, you were sealed by the   

        Holy Spirit with reference to the promise.

        Eph. 4:30 - Furthermore, stop grieving the Holy Spirit, the God by whom you 

        have been sealed to the day of redemption [the Rapture of the Church].

       Rom. 8:23 - You have been sealed to the day of redemption.

       2 Cor. 1:21-22 - But God [the Father] who strengthens us in Christ along with 

       you, and has anointed us [baptism of the Holy Spirit plus the sealing of the Holy

       Spirit], who also put a seal on us and has given us the Spirit in our hearts          

       [filling of the Holy Spirit] as a guarantee [down payment].
3.  The sealing ministry of God the Holy Spirit is His signature guarantee that your name  

       will be in the Book of Life forever.  For those who die without believing in Christ, their  

       name is blotted out of the Book of Life.

4.  God the Holy Spirit seals or guarantees that your faith alone in Christ alone is effective 

  for salvation.  This is called efficacious grace. God the Holy Spirit puts His seal on the 

  unbeliever's faith alone  

5. The Holy Spirit guarantees eternal life at the point of salvation to everyone who believes 

      in Christ.  He does this by the creation of the human spirit, to which God the Father imputes

      eternal life.  God the Holy Spirit seals that eternal life, Eph. 4:30.  There is nothing that   

      you or the power of hell can ever do to cancel this guarantee.

6. God the Holy Spirit guarantees the redemption of the body on the day of redemption, 

      the point of ultimate sanctification, that is, the day of your resurrection.   Redemption of   

      the soul, which is freedom from the slave market of sin, occurs at the moment of salvation

      Rom.3:24; 1 Cor.1:30; Gal.3:13; Eph.1:7; Col.1:14; Heb.9:12; 1 Pet.1:18.  

      Redemption of the body occurs at the Rapture or resurrection of the Church, Rom.8:23 

      - You have  been sealed to the day of redemption.

7.  The sealing ministries of the Holy Spirit are the same for all believers.

8.   It is the very presence of the Holy Spirit which constitutes the seal.   That is why the 

indwelling of the Holy Spirit is so closely related to the sealing of the Holy Spirit.

9.  The H.S. can be grieved, Eph.4:30,  but He is never grieved away.  He may be quenched or resisted, I Thes. 5:19, but He will never depart, John 14:16.

10. Some contend that the anointing is received by certain ones on the basis of their     obedience, but none of us are able to be obedient without already having the anointing.

LESSON  #19    (5-25-04)
1:23 -24
1.   One reason that Paul did not visit the Corinthians was to spare them the rebuke he 

would have to give them for all of their judging, gossiping, and baby-like behavior.

2. He also stated that he would not “lord it over their faith”.  This means that they did 

      need him as a crutch to tell them what to do.  They needed to apply doctrine for them-

      selves without constantly depending on Paul.

3. They needed to use their own volition and initiative to follow what had been taught to

      them.It was time for them to become spiritually self-sustaining or autonomous.  It is 

      not the job of the P-T to tell you what to do.  He teaches the principles, and you 

      must make the application.  It is not his job to follow you around telling you what to do 

      in every situation. 

2 Cor. 10:1  -  Myself . . . and only myself . . .I … even I… [Paul] exhort you all through the [grace-orientation] and grace application of The Christ . . . who [Paul] in personal appearance. . .groveling [meek before them] among you all . . . but being constantly absent . . . having moral courage even mental courage [tharrheo] toward you.

Note: Paul is laying out the incorrect Corinthian critics attitude toward him . . . which he will then counter in the next verses. They are saying he was real friendly when he was face to face with them, but when he went away, he wrote such a scathing letter that he was a different person, a split personality, a squeaking mouse to a roaring lion, false accusation.
2 Cor. 10:2 - But I request, not to have inner courage [tharrheo again] 
by means of the confidence when I am present . . . inner courage with which I assume to demonstrate overt courage [Paul switched to tolmao]over some [Paul's critics] . . . who are constantly assuming us as 'Walking according to the standard of the flesh' [sarx].
Note: Paul's critics were well taught by Paul about the Old Sin Nature. When Paul yelled at them in I Corinthians, some would say that Paul was out of fellowship, walking according to the flesh or the old sin nature.

1st 





2nd dd 





              THE  BELIEVER’S  RELATIONSHIP  TO  SIN





At salvation, he was removed from the penalty of sin.





At present, he is removed from the absolute power of sin.





In the future, he will be removed from the presence of sin.





All past sins were forgiven when he believed in the L.J.C.





Post-salvation sins are forgiven when they are confessed.





KAUCHESIS ( s )  n. nsf


There is no exact equivalent in English, but the word that comes closest is “esprit de corps”  -  the common spirit existing  in the members of a group and inspiring enthusiasm, devotion, and strong regard for the honor of the group.








