CHAPTER  2
LESSON # 20   (5-27-04)

2:1
     Paul wanted to spare himself and the believers in Corinth all of the unpleasantness 

      that surely would occur if he returned to visit them.  It was the Corinthians that were  

      out of line, not Paul.  Paul had become a victim of an arrogant cadre from within the  

      church who had iconoclastic arrogance.  They entered into character assassination.


a.   II Cor. 10:2  -  Accused him of walking in the flesh

            b.    II Cor. 3:1,11:5, 12:11-12 - He wasn’t one of the original apostles so he had  

                   no real credentials or credibility. They alleged that he wasn’t a real apostle.

         c.   They attacked him personally  II Cor. 10:10, alleging that his bodily presence   

                      was weak and unimpressive,  his voice lousy, and that he was no speaker.                        d.    They became very specific with their attacks  II Cor. 8:20-23, accusing Paul                                    

                   of embezzling funds.

            e.  The word for “determined” can be translated “discerned”.  Paul discerned from the doctrine in his soul and the leading of the H.S. that it was best to bypass Corinth.

f.    He knew that he would have to get tough with them, that they would resent it,
 and that they would be unable to learn doctrine under those circumstances.


2:2-3

1. For if [1st class cond.] I cause you sorrow [pain], 

2. who then makes me glad  - The problem is that he would have no rapport with them and would have no mental freedom to communicate the Word.  Ministers suffer when their congregations fail to orient to grace and respond to the Word.

3. The only ones he could count on to be relaxed that he could have fellowship with were the very ones that he would be straightening out through teaching them B. D.

2 Cor. 10:10  -  Because the letters, they allege, are severe and vehement . . . and his physical appearance is sickly . . . and his speech has been rejected with contempt as crude and unrefined.

2 Cor. 11:7  -  For did I do a sin [sarcasm] in humbling myself for the purpose that you might more be elevated [to spiritual privilege] because I have preached to you- for your advantage -the 'good news' gospel which belongs to God . . . gratis [no charge]?

Note: Paul 'humbled' himself in two ways: 1) He became a tent maker - which for a pastor-teacher is humbling because he should be studying and teaching. 2) He did not brag to them about his credentials. Others were saying Paul did not charge them for his messages because they were not worth anything. They knew Pharisees who taught them the circumcision ritual etc. Paul did not know how to do this, they lied. But Paul did not take a donation from the Corinthian Church, though they were a rich congregation, because he did not believe they were able to take in doctrine yet, and money would only cloud the issue to their disadvantage.

He was deceitful -  II Cor. 7;2  Paul’s response to the Corinthians reaction to his 1st letter.

LESSON # 21   (6-1-04)
4.   Paul had to write the earlier letters in order to clear the air between them.  Sometimes it 

       is necessary to address problems head-on so that rapport can be reestablished.

5.   The phrase in verse 3, having confidence in you all, can easily be misunderstood.  The 

      Greek word for confidence is PEITHO  (v.  rapt  =  to have complete confidence   

       based on permanent persuasion.  Paul didn’t have that kind of confidence in them; he had 

       it in the doctrine that he communicated to them in his letter.

6.   Sometimes a letter can be more effective than talking to someone face to face.                                       

· Misunderstanding someone’s tone is eliminated

· No distraction by body language

· More time to choose your words

· Clarity of what is said and what is not said

· A letter can be read over and over until it sinks in

7.   Paul had confidence that his joy, or inner stability, could become theirs if they responded to   the doctrine in the letters he wrote.

2:4

1.  Paul had affliction, adversity, and “anguish of heart”.  What is anguish of heart?  It is 

     mental suffering which is the worst kind.  He was moved to tears over his concern for  

     these Corinthian believers, but this is not to say that he had lost control of his emotions.

2.  Crying is not a sin unless it is motivated by MAS.  Paul had great capacity to love, 

demonstrated by his enduring love for those who did not have the capacity to return it to  him.

3.  Notice that Paul did not write them in order to cause them to grieve, to make them emotional, or to get them to feel sorry for their sins.  He wrote them so that they would know the depth of his love.  He wanted them to respond to his love rather than to react to his rebuke.

4. Some are under the misconception that it is a sign when someone really doesn’t love you if they exercise their authority over you by being firm.  Nothing could be further from the 

     truth; in fact, it often is a sign that they do really love you when they assert their authority.

5.  Good leaders know that it is more important to be respected than to be liked.  This does not mean that a leader who demands respect cannot also be liked.

LESSON # 22   (6-3-04)
2:5

1.  Now the subject changes to a Corinthian believer who was guilty of incest.  I Cor. 5:1-7

2.  The “anyone” who caused sorrow, mentioned in this verse refers to that believer who was in carnality but who had since Rebounded.  Paul uses this to teach the principle of forgiveness.
3.  Paul pointed out that he was not undone by him, but some of the Corinthians were .
      Some of them refused to forgive him even after God had forgiven him.  Paul was   addressing their implacable, ungracious attitude.

KJV -
But if any have caused grief, he has not grieved me, but in part: that I may not overcharge you all.

NASV – But if any has caused sorrow, he has caused sorrow not to me, but in some degree –to be overcritical or too severe.   Grace turns a believer into a good forgetter: in order not to say too much – to all of you.

Corrected Translation – But if  [1st class]  any has caused  [v. rai]  trouble, he hasn’t caused me trouble but he has caused some of you trouble. not to be too critical.

EPI BAREO  (and Paul was pointing out that he was not overcritical of the incestuous believer, he had forgotten about, and had put it behind him once the believer repented.

1.  The Corinthians had separated from him, which was the right thing to do, but some of them   

      continued the separation even after he had changed his mind about his behavior and had rebounded. Of course, that was not the right thing to do.
2.  These believers were quick to misjudge Paul but very slow to forget and move on from the past of the incestuous believer.  
2:6-7

1.  The suffering of the believer in view was sufficient to bring about the intended result.  He suffered from his own bad decisions, he was under the SUD announced by Paul, and there was ostracism from fellow believers.

2.  This amount of suffering was sufficient as far as God was concerned, but not enough for those Corinthian believers who had an implacable, revengeful manner.

3.  There is a time to separate, and there is a time to forgive.  There is a time to remember, and there is a time to forget.  

4.  It was important for those believers to whom this admonition did not apply to remain relaxed and to not think that Paul was getting too pushy when he asserted his authority.  It did apply to some and was necessary so that they could correct their attitudes. 

5.  Paul then gave them the proper attitude towards a person who admits his wrong and wants to be accepted again.  

       a.  Forgive  CHARIZOMAI  (v. amf to be gracious or to pardon.  To put it    

            behind you and to move on.  To have a RMA.

       b.  Comfort  PARAKALEO  (PARA = beside,  KALEO = to call.  To call someone to your side for comfort and fellowship

b. This avoids being overwhelmed by excessive sorrow and helps one to get back on track.

2:8-11

1.  The Corinthians were not only to have unconditional love for the incestuous believer but were also expected to confirm that love through word and deed.

2. This is yet another reason why Paul wrote to them that would test them to see if they were truly obedient. The word for “obedient” is HUPEKOOS  (s) meaning a responsive obedience.  Paul wanted them to respond, not to his own personal direction but to the doctrine that he had taught them which was resident in their souls. This was his way of testing them to see if they were spiritually self-sustained.

LESSON # 23   (6-8-04)

3.  In verse 10, if  is a first class, conditional clause.  Paul had already forgiven the rebellious  

     believer, but he wanted the Corinthians to forgive that same rebel on the basis of doctrine and not because he had told them to do it.  

4.  In the presence of Christ means that whatever Paul did was done as Christ’s representative and done in the person of Christ or on Christ’s behalf.

5.  No advantage in verse 11 is PLEONEKTEO  (v. aps  =  to take advantage of,  to deceive or defraud, or to counterattack.  When believers in a local church are attacking each other, it gives Satan an opportunity to counterattack us.

6.   When believers criticize, judge, back-stab, and fail to forgive one another, it opens up the door for demonic forces to hard punch the solo plexus of the church.

7.   Schemes of Satan:  He and his forces have specific strategies for dealing with believers, unbelievers, and the world in general.



    a)   Believers

1. He accuses us, Rev. 12:10, Job 1:6-11, Zech. 3:1-2

2. He tries to persuade us to ignore the Word of God in three ways:
         Through disobedience, Gen. 3:1-7.

      Through worrying,  *I Pet. 5:7-9.
         Through ignoring Bible doctrine, I Chron.21:1.

3. He seeks to entice us away from the will of God,  Gal. 5:7, James 4:7-8.

4. He tries to lure us away from the geographical location that God has chosen for us, Thes. 2:18.
5. He seeks to destroy our focus:  Eyes on self, I Cor. 1:10-11, Eyes on people, Gen. 9:28/ 20:1, Eyes on things, Heb. 13:5-.6
6. He tries to get us to fear death  Heb. 2:14-15
        b)  Unbelievers

He tries to blind the unbeliever, II Cor. 4:3-4, Luke 8:12, II Thes. 2:9-10.
               c)   The World

 He tries to blind nations,  Rev. 12:9, 20:3-8.

8.  Paul himself was the victim of a Satanic scheme.  Paul, like all of us, succumbed to worrying.  This is covered in the next verses, 12-17.

LESSON # 24   (6-10-04)
2:12

1. Now the subject changes from the failure of the incestuous believer to the failure of Paul.  Here is a principle that you can always count on:  If you are still breathing, God has a purpose for your life, no matter how bad you may have fouled things up.
2.   Paul wrote II Corinthians in A.D. 57 and recorded an incident where he himself had failed and yet continued to live for another 10 years, approximately.  Four of Paul’s sins are recorded in the Bible and are recorded for our edification:

1) Acts 15:36-39  -  Failure to be gracious and forgiving towards Mark who had failed him earlier, the same sin as the unforgiving Corinthians.

2)  Romans 16:22-28, Acts 21:10-12 - He went East to Jerusalem instead of going West to Spain as God had directed.  This is geographical failure.

3)  Acts 21:10-11, 20-27 -  Offering a legalistic vow in the Temple, operational failure.

4)  II Cor. 2:12  - He failed to take advantage of a door of opportunity God had opened.   

3.  “Troas” is an Old English word for Troy.  Troy was the citystate of the people known as the 

       Trojans.  Paul went to Troy to give the gospel because a door had been opened to him.

                                                       Doctrine  of  Doors

1. Door of Salvation – John 10:7-9, Rev. 3:20            5. Door of Evangelism – Acts 14:27

2. Door of Service – I Cor. 16:9, II Cor. 2:12               6. Door of Our Lips – *Psa. 141:3

3. Door of the Rapture – Rev. 4:1                               7. Door of Judgment – James 5:9

4. Door of Hope – Hosea 2:15

4.  Paul was in the right place at the right time doing the right thing, but he was neutralized because he started worrying about Titus.  No communicator of the Word can communicate effectively if he does not have an RMA.  

2:13

1.  Notice that he admits that he had no rest in his spirit which means that he had no RMA because he was consumed with worrying over Titus.  Titus should have already been there at Troy to meet Paul, but Paul was so concerned that he went out to look for Titus instead of staying put and evangelizing those in Troy as he should have done.

2. “Taking my leave”  -  APOTASSOMAI  (means to renounce or to forsake.  He forsook his post and those who were waiting to hear the gospel, but he was not zapped by God because He still had something for Paul to accomplish before He called him home.

3. Worry and anxiety destroy service to the Lord.

Phil. 4:6-7  -  Stop worrying about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, 

after thanksgiving, make your requests known to God.  And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

     Prov. 12:25 - Worry in the heart of a man weighs it down, but a good word produces 

     superabundance of happiness."

     Luke 12:29-31 -  And do not set your heart on what you will eat or drink; do not worry 

     about it.  For the pagan nations of the world run after all such things, and your Father 

     knows that you need them. But seek his kingdom, and these things will be added to you.   Luke 11:38-42  -  The story about Martha’s anxiety.

LESSON # 25   (6-15-04)
                           WHAT TO CONCENTRATE ON WHEN YOU ARE WORRIED
Luke 10:38-42          
1 Sam. 17:47 -  The battle is the Lord's; Ps. 55:22 - Cast all your burdens on the Lord; He will sustain you; He will never allow the righteous to beshaken;

Isa. 26:3-4 - You will keep the man of steadfast purpose in perfect peace, because he trusts in You.  Trust in the Lord forever; for in the Lord Jehovah you have an everlasting rock.

1 Pet. 5:7 - Casting all your worries on Him, for He cares foryou.

2:14
1.  But thanks be to God should read But grace because of God.   The second word is CHARIS (= grace.  Paul had Rebounded his sins, and because of God’s grace, Paul has moved on and refused to get mired down in guilt.

2.   There is no reason for any believer to be discouraged, depressed, or down on yourself after you  Rebound.  What we should do is celebrate a victory.  Whose victory? Christ’s victory!  Our sin problem was removed when Jesus Christ defeated Satan on the cross.

3.   So what if you are surrounded by stupid people who judge you and refuse to forgive you or have nothing to do with you.  That’s their problem, not yours!   

4.   CT -  2 Cor 2:14 - But Grace because of God [Paul had rebounded], who causes us to 

      celebrate a victory [thriambeuo –triumph.  Being in union with Christ means every time we rebound from sin it is a victory for Christ], and 'brings to light [makes manifest] the sweet fragrance of His knowledge through us in every place.

5.   The triumph or victory means that it doesn’t matter how much we may fail, we are still IN CHRIST! The fragrance has to do with the sweet smell of victory.  What is the sweet fragrance of victory? It is “knowledge of Him”.  It is His mind, His thinking, His ways, His person, Bible doctrine!  

6.  We have the fragrance, the question is, “Do you smell it?”  Whether you can smell the sweet fragrance of victory depends on your knowledge of doctrine.

7.  “The Triumphal Procession”

2:15-16

CT  Vs. 15 - For we [believers] keep being a fragrance of Christ unto God [when we witness] to those who are being saved [those who accept the gospel] and to those who are perishing [those who reject the gospel].

CT  Vs. 16 – to the one [unbeliever] the fragrance [the gospel that he rejected] from death [spiritual death] to death [the 2nd death at the GWT], to the other [believer] an aroma [the gospel accepted] from life [physical life] to life [eternal life].  And who is qualified for these things?

1. The Triumphal Procession analogy to these verses: Jesus Christ is the victorious general, the Imperator. Believers are part of his conquering army. The sweet fragrance of the gospel means life for believers and death for unbelievers. The heroes receive crowns, wealth, honor, and authority  =  S.G. blessings at the JSC. The paintings of the battles  =  the history of S.G. believers in the library of heaven. Unbelievers are the losers, the prisoners that will perish.

     The Mamertime dungeon is the Great White Throne Judgment for unbelievers.

2.  And who is qualified for these things?   What things?  Who is qualified for eternal life?   Anyone who believes the gospel.  Who is qualified to be a sweet fragrance to God by giving the gospel?    Every believer.

3.   Of course the only reason any of us are qualified for anything is because of God’s grace.

2:17

1.  Paul is making a distinction between believers with truth in their souls and unbelievers who believe and peddle the lie.  We refers to himself and others who had witnessed to the lost.

2.  many,  OSOIPOLLOI   (This is where we get our English word “hoi polloi” meaning the masses or the general populace.  Here it refers to unbelievers and false teachers who declare that the way to heaven is through good works.

3.  peddling,  KAPELEUO  (v. papt, to hawk something like a huckster.  A bartender who dilutes the drinks when his customers are inebriated is called a huckster.  The false teachers were diluting the gospel with works.

4.  sincerity,  EILIKRINEIA  (clearness, discernment.  It originally meant to hold something up to the light to determine if it is pure or not.   When we take an issue and hold it up to the light of the Word of God, we determine its purity, whether it is true or false, whether it is right or wrong.

4. Paul assured them that he was speaking from God, was in Christ, and was in God’s sight.

