CHAPTER  4   

LESSON # 35   (7-20-04)
4:1

1.  therefore means that we are to bear in mind the things just stated in chapter three.

2.  since we have this ministry   What ministry?  The ministry that every believer has.  Every 

    believer is in full-time Christian service.  The Greek word for “ministry” is DIAKONIA (n. asf,  service, duty.

3.  Part of this ministry is witnessing, the subject of verses 1-7.  Then the subject changes to suffering, verses 8-12. Then, suffering and service will be combined for the believer’s greatest impact in life in verses 13-18.

4.  as we received mercy  The ministry we each have is not because we have earned or deserved it, 

    but because of God’s mercy and grace. This is the only way it can be fulfilled.

5.  we do not lose heart  Were it not for God’s mercy and His provision, we would most certainly 

     lose heart, faint, and become frustrated, despondent, and discouraged trying to carry out our ministry’s duties or service.  

4:2

1.  CT – But we have renounced secret and shameful methods; we do not use deception, 

             nor do we distort the Word of God.  On the contrary, by setting forth truth plainly
 [unveiled], we commend  [recommend]  ourselves  [our declaration]  to every man’s      

 conscience in the sight of God.

2.    The Bible speaks of another gospel which is a false gospel, II Cor. 11:4, Gal. 1:6.  Anything 

       different than faith alone in Christ alone for salvation is a shameful, false gospel.

3.    Shameful gospel gimmicks require a person to:    Invite Christ into his heart

       Be baptized
            Do penance

   Confess Christ as Lord

       Renounce sin
            Be good

    Publicly confess sins,  or  Walk an isle


       Have godly sorrow          Give money
                Have an emotional experience

      Join a church
           Observe taboos               Believe false promises     

LESSON # 36   (7-22-04)
4.   plainly  -  phanerosis  (s)  n. nsf,  an outward disclosure or exhibition that refers to removing the veil. Giving the gospel clearly and accurately removes the veil of Satan’s lies and the effects of religion so that a person can see the grace of God.

5.  we commend ourselves  does not mean that we should sing our own praises to everyone. 
    The Greek word for commend is SUNISTEMI  (meaning to recommend or to introduce in a favorable way.  We are not to coerce or hassle people about the gospel.  We are to  recommend that they carefully consider what we say to them about Jesus Christ.

6. Unbelievers have a conscience or a sense of what is right and what is wrong.  The gospel makes sense and is reasonable, so it appeals to the conscience of the unbeliever.  

7.  Of course all witnessing, indeed everything we do, is done in the sight of God, Job 34:21, Prov. 5:3, Heb. 4:13.

8. This is not saying that we’d better be careful and not foul things up when witnessing because God will get us. We don’t have to wonder if God knows that we are faithfully performing our duty with correct motivation when we are witnessing. He knows all and is the power in it all.  

LESSON # 37   (7-27-04)
4:3-4

1.  if  1st class conditional clause, if and it is true. 

2.  our gospel   HEMON  (r. gp  EUAGGELION  (n. nsn,  Good News!  The gospel belongs to us;  it is our possession!   WE HAVE THE GOOD NEWS !

3.  is veiled  hidden, obscured.  It is hidden from those who are perishing, unbelievers.  Those who reject the gospel are in the process of perishing. 

4.  Satan is the god of this world, the worldly systems, or cosmos diabolicus,  John 12:31 & *40, 16:11, Eph. 2:2, 6:12, Rev. 20:2-3.

5.  Satan tries to confuse, distort, alter, and twist the gospel, but it is the negative volition of each individual that is responsible for their decision to reject the gospel.  It is negative volition that is the real veil, because Satan’s deception has no power where there is positive volition.

6.   Satan may be the god of this world for now, but he is a loser, having already been defeated.     

      He is a liar and the father of lies, John 8:44.

7.  Satan will be locked up for 1,000 years, unable to deceive the people during the Millennium and yet scores of people will still reject the gospel and rebel against God. 

8.  Legalism and religion are the main instruments used by Satan to hide the truth of the gospel.  He blinds the thinking of unbelievers who believe his lies and reject God’s truth.

9.  the image of God (John 12:48, 14:9-10, Col. 1:15, Heb.1:3)
4:5

1.  we do not preach ourselves   In other words, we do not make ourselves the issue.  The 

    gospel is all about Christ, not about us.  The gospel has nothing to do with how good or bad 

    we are or how good or bad the person we are witnessing to is. The gospel is about Jesus Christ being the way, the truth, and the life and nothing else.

2.  preach – This does not mean that one must get behind a pulpit to tell someone about Jesus Christ. The Greek word is KERUSSO (v. pai,  to proclaim good news as a herald announcing the arrival of the king.  We all must proclaim the gospel.

LESSON # 38   (7-29-04)
4:6

1.  God said, “light be” and light broke through the darkness. This is an illustration of another light, 

     the gospel.  We declare the gospel and God makes it break through the darkness of an 

     unbeliever’s soul. 

2.  God is the source of both kinds of light.  We reflect God’s light  when we witness to others and  

     when we apply doctrine to our circumstances.

3.  the light of the knowledge of the glory of God   This is Bible doctrine!   One thing a 

    believer cannot do is reflect God’s light if that light has not first enlightened his soul.  Light must  

    go in before light can come out.

4.  in the face of Christ    Moses’ face was full of glory when he received knowledge from God.

     Christ’s face was full of glory when He revealed knowledge, and He is God. Our face is full of glory when we share the knowledge of God.

4:7
1.  this treasure  refers back to the light of the knowledge of God in verse 6 referring, B.D., 

     which includes the gospel.

2.  earthen vessels   Believers are earthen vessels, visible objects, that contain an invisible 

     treasure.  We are weak, frail creatures who rely on the all-surpassing power of God.  This verse is essentially saying that it’s not about us, it’s about God. We are only clay pots that hold the living water that gives eternal life to any thirsty for it.

4:8-9

1.  There are two types of pressure, internal and external.   The first one mentioned is external; 

      notice that pressure was coming from every side, every direction.   BUT they were not crushed,

      STENOCHOREO  (pppt.,  distressed, confined, or collapsed.

2.  The internal pressure is described by the word “perplexed,” meaning to feel inner pressure, to be without a way, without resources.  BUT not despairing,  EXAPAREO  (  pmpt., EX = out of,  A = not    This is a double negative and is very intense.  POROS = a way through.  

3.   In verse 9, we have a specific type of external pressure mentioned, persecution that comes  

      from opposition.  They were persecuted BUT not forsaken.  Believers who witness and stand   

      firm for doctrine will experience opposition, and in some cases, persecution.

4.  They were cast down, KATABALLO  (KATA = down.  BALLO = to throw.   Paul was killed in Lystra where they threw down rocks on him, Acts 14:9-20 / II  Cor. 12:1-10.   BUT not destroyed.  It wasn’t over for Paul, even though they killed him.  They thought that their plan to permanently get rid of him worked, but God had a plan, too.

5.  These verses should be of great encouragement to us.  Not that we will avoid suffering and hardships,
      but that they cannot defeat us or take away our confidence and joy.  The four “BUTs” in these 

     verses reveal that they knew why they were suffering and knew that it was worth it.

LESSON  #39   (8-3-04)
4:10

1.   always carrying about in the body [our earthen vessel] the [information about] the dying of 

      Jesus   Everywhere we go, we carry the gospel around with us which should remind us of the 

     grace of God in phase 1 salvation as well as phase 2, our daily walk.  

2.   Only if we are grace-oriented will the life of Jesus be manifested,  FHANEROO  (v.aps, to render apparent in our body while we are still in our bodies, phase 2.  The passive voice means that we cannot manifest Jesus’ life; only the H.S. can do this through us.

 3.  The “fruit of the Spirit,”  love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness     

      and self-control in Gal. 5:22-23  describes the life of Jesus and is manifested in us by means of the Holy Spirit.  Gal. 5:16 – walk by means of the Spirit,  I John 1:7 – walk in the light, 
4.   When a believer obeys the command in the above verses, the very character of Christ is 

      formed in him, Gal. 4:19 – My children with whom I am again in labor until Christ is 

      formed in you.  II Cor. 3:3 – you are letters of Christ,  Rom. 13:14 – put on the Lord 

      Jesus Christ and make no provision for the flesh.
5.   The Holy Spirit is given to believers in order to glorify Christ, I Cor. 6:19-20.        

LESSON # 40   (8-5-04)
4:11-12

1.  For we who keep on living [by walking in the Spirit] are constantly being delivered over to 

     death [maximum pressure] that the life of Jesus [living in the Spirit] also may be manifested 

     in our mortal body.       

2.  So death works in us, but life in you.   Paul and his team suffered greatly as they brought  

     the truth of God’s Word to the Corinthians, but it resulted in an abundant spiritual life for them.

     Gal.4:19 - My dear children, for whom I am again in the pains of childbirth until Christ is formed in you, Phil. 1:19-24

4:13-15

1.   Paul had the same spirit of faith as David who wrote Psalm 116:10  that Paul quotes In this 

      verse.  David believed on the Lord and communicated to others about the Lord’s faithfulness,   

      and Paul and his team did the same.

2.   The spirit of faith that David and Paul had was not only that of Faith-Rest, but also of the   

      Inheritance Rest that comes at the end of a lifetime of service that always includes rewards.

3.   Paul had seen the resurrected Lord, so there was no doubt that He had risen, but how could 

      he be so sure that we also will be resurrected and presented to God the Father?   I Thes.  

      4:13-18,  Col. 1:22-23, Rev. 3:5, Jude 24

4.  All these things are for our benefit so that more people will be grace-oriented and be thankful to God for all He has done, adding even more glory to God.

LESSON # 10   (8-10-04)
4:16

1.  Therefore sets up a connection with what was just stated and what Paul is about to say.  The previous verse was about grace coming to us from God and our gratitude and glory being given back to Him.

2.  we do not lose heart -  OUK  EGKAKO  (v. pai  -to become discouraged, despondent, or to despair.  The question is, “Why didn’t they become discouraged as death kept on working in them, vs. 12?”  The answer is because the grace of God, verse 15, always provided for them and it will always provide for you.

3.  But though our outer man is decaying  refers to our physical bodies.  Our bodies were not designed to last forever.  Even healthy people with good genes will notice that their bodies change over time as they are  decaying  DIAPHTHEIRO  (v. ppi,  to rot thoroughly, to decay utterly, Gen. 3:19, Eccl. 12:7, II Cor. 5:1-2.  The passive voice means that our bodies receive this decomposition, it happens automatically, however a lot of people actively help the process along.

4.  yet our inner man – The inner man is the real you, the outer man is  the house or package in which the inner man lives. It refers to the human spirit, the invisible part of man, that God designed to convert, store, and to utilize spiritual phenomena so that we can have a relationship with Him.  The term inner man is also found in Romans 7:22 and Eph. 3:16-17. 

5.  keeps on being renewed -  ANAKAINOO  (v. ppi  ANA = again  KAINOS = new, not recent but different.  Notice the passive voice.  This means that our spirits receive this renewal from God and that it doesn’t come from within ourselves.  

6.  day by day -  This is great news that our inner man keeps on being renewed day by day.  Does this mean that it automatically is renewed overnight as we sleep and the next morning we have a renewed inner man?  Or does it mean that the inner man must be renewed day by day or else it will suffer?  And if that is the case, how is our inner man renewed?  You know the answer. It is renewed by learning doctrine EVERY DAY!

7.  You cannot eat a big meal of doctrine and expect it to last more than one day.  Your soul, like your stomach, can hold only so much at a time.  Your soul must be replenished with spiritual food

     every day just as your stomach must be replenished with physical food every day, Psa. 23:17, 25:5, 90:12, 119:97, Lam. 3:20-21, Psa. 90:14, John 11:9-10.

8.  One advantage of living life one day at a time is that it is easier to enjoy what the Lord provides for us each 24 hour period. and we tend to worry less about all of the things that can happen next week, next month, or next year.

9.  We redeem the time that God gives us by utilizing it the way He intends and that is by renewing our souls and spirits day by day.  Eph 5:16  -  redeeming the time, because the days are evil. 

    Col 4:5 -Walk in wisdom toward them that are without, redeeming the time.





          VICTORY  THROUGH  GRACE

A.  THREE  MEN
1.  Every Church Age believer can be said to have three men.  The first one is the” outer man” 

      (II Cor. 4:16)   The second  is called the “old man” (Romans 6:6) and the third is called the “inner man.”  (Romans 7:22; II Cor. 4:16; Ephesians 3:16)

      Romans 6:6  Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that  the body 

      of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin.  (KJV) 
     Romans 7:22  For I joyfully concur with the law of God in the inner man,  (NAS)
           2 Corinthians 4:16  Therefore we do not lose heart, but though our outer man I      

           decaying, yet our inner man is being renewed day by day.  (NAS)
     Ephesians 3:16  that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to  

      be strengthened with power through His Spirit in the inner man;  (NAS)
2.  The “outer man” is the only visible one and refers to the physical body The term “old-man” is used to describe the believer’s focus when yielded to the old-sin-nature, and the term “inner man” is used to describe the believer’s focus when yielded to God.  

3.   In this study we will focus exclusively on the last two men.  The issue is always this.  Which “man” is being entertained by the believer’s choices?  When the old-man is entertained, personal sin is being committed.  When the inner man is being entertained, victory over personal sin is being achieved.   Conclusion:  If a believer wants victory over personal sin in his life, he must stop entertaining his old-man.

B.  TO SIN OR NOT TO SIN

1.   Many believe that victory over sin is impossible but it should be remembered that personal sin   

      is a matter of choice.  If a believer chooses to sin, he will sin, and if he chooses not to sin, he 

      will not sin.  God doesn’t make you sin, and neither does Satan.

2.  This means that there is no justification for our sins other than the fact that we choose to sin.

     God has a plan which includes the means whereby sin may be overcome. Every Christian 

     stands before God without excuse for any sinful activity.

3.  God has not left believers on earth to be prisoners to sin.  Rebound is the solution to sin after 

     a sin has been committed, but what help is there for the believer before he sins?  Is sin 

     completely unavoidable?  If it is, would God be just to punish His children for something that  

     they are unable to avoid?

4.  The fact that God has not left us helpless in the face of sin does not mean that we will never 

     sin again.  Nor does it mean that we cannot sin.  It means that we do not have to sin again.

5.  There are two verses that most people quote to demonstrate that we might as well face the 

     fact that personal sins are inevitable.  However, a closer look shows that is not the case.

     I Jn. 1:8  -  If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth Is not in us.

     Sin is in the singular and refers to our old sin natures. Every person, including the believer, has 

     an old sin nature and will continue to have it until he dies. To insist that this verse is referring to 

     personal sins would mean that there could be no time in the believer’s life when he could say that he is free of personal sin.

    1 John 1:10  If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.  
     This verse is not saying, “If we say we will never sin again...” The word sinned  is HAMARTANO  (v. rai  The perfect tense of the verb means that it refers to a completed action in the past and not to an act that will occur in the future. This verse speaks of past action only and leaves the door wide open for present and future victory over personal sin in every believer’s daily life.

LESSON # 42   (8-12-04)
C.  REBOUND AND VICTORY OVER SIN

1.   Rebound deals with personal sins after they have been committed, but the Christian should be 

      interested in dealing with sin before it is committed.

2.  There is seldom victory over sin when one thinks that sin is inevitable and that Rebound is the      

      only weapon we have to deal with it.  It cultivates the habit of thinking, “What the heck, I will go 

      ahead and sin because I can always rebound afterwards.”

3.   The fact that God graciously gave us the Rebound technique is a sign that He does not 

      expect sinless perfection from believers after salvation.  Nor does He excuse sin    

      or give Rebound as the only device for us to deal with sin.

4.   Rebound is great because it picks us up and puts us back on the playing field when we have 

      fallen into sin. But what if God provided a way for us to defeat sin rather than be defeated by 

      sin? Wouldn’t that be good news?

D.  VICTORY OVER SIN

1.   Jesus Christ won the ultimate victory over the penalty of sin on the cross.  This study is not 

      dealing with the penalty of sin, but the power of sin.  Christ also won victory over the power of sin and makes that victory available to believers who learn how to utilize His victory.

2.   It is true that people, who do not know how to utilize Christ’s victory over sin do have a form of 

      victory over sin, but it is not necessarily honoring to God because of their motivation to resist 

      the temptation to sin.   Illustration:  It is one thing to say “no” to fornication because one fears 

      contracting AIDS, but it is an entirely different thing to say “no” to fornication because it 

      dishonors God.  In the first case, man is honored.  In the second case, God is honored, and 

      God is in the business of honoring Himself.  Therefore, there is a right motivation and a wrong 

      motivation in dealing with personal sins, and God is honored only by right motivation.  This 

      concept is true with just about any sin: drunkenness, lying, cheating, etc.

3.  If motivation is not correct, the believer may have gained victory over temptation and personal 

     sin, but there is no advance in spiritual growth because the victory was gained in the energy of 

     the flesh.

4. To experience victory over personal sins in one’s own Christian life, the believer             

     must deal directly with his old sin nature, and not with his personal sins themselves.

5.  Victory over personal sins is never achieved by a frontal attack on personal sins themselves. It 

     is achieved only by dealing with them at their source. This means that the believer must learn 

     how to deal with his own old sin nature, and if the believer fails to learn this, there will be no 

     real victory over personal sins in the life of that believer!

LESSON # 43   (8-17-04)
6.  Illustration: Suppose that you decide to destroy a spider web.  The web can be destroyed in at 

     least two ways.  First, you can sweep away the web with a broom, or second, you can kill the 

     spider.  If you choose to sweep away the web, the spider will spin again and again, but if you 

     choose to kill the spider, that spider will never spin again.  The spider’s web is personal sins 

     and the spider is the OSN.

E.  OPERATION  KRY,  THE  ANSWER  TO  DEALING  WITH  OUR  OSN

1.  “Operation KRY” is an acrostic that stands for “Know, Reckon, and Yield.”  The concept is 

      found in the language of Romans 6:6, 11, 13 in the King James Version.

     Romans 6:6  
Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin.  

     Romans 6:11  
Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

     Romans 6:13  Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God.  

2.  We will analyze each letter of the acrostic separately starting with “K”  –   KNOWING.

      CT - Romans 6:6  Knowing this [namely, that our old man was crucified with Him], that our [Church Age believer’s] old man [the product of submitting to the old sin nature] is [literally, “was”] crucified [put to death] with [in association with; at the same time in history as] him [Christ], that the body [containing the old man] of [possessing] sin [the old sin nature] might be destroyed [rendered inoperative], that [introduces the purpose for which the old man was crucified with Christ] henceforth [from that time forward] we [Church Age believers] should not [should no longer be required to] serve [be slaves to] sin [the old sin nature].  

3.  In God the Father’s eyes, Jesus was not alone on His cross.  Every Church Age believer’s old 

     man was hanging on that cross with Him.  It is  crucial for you to understand this if you are ever to have real victory over personal sin.  Your old man is the man within you that yields to your old sin nature.  

 4.  The very fact that God sees our old man as dead is the basis for victory over personal sins 

      because this enables the believer to shut off personal sins at their source.  Knowing, is   

      the first step in the Christian life toward victory over personal sin!  God says our old man is 

     dead. That means that He sees every old man as a dead spider that can produce no spider 

     web.  The believer cannot have victory if he doesn’t know what God knows.  Therefore, KNOW 

     that your old man has been crucified with Christ.

5.  This means that no believer can legitimately say, “Well I just couldn’t help it”, when they give in 

      to the temptation to sin.  It also means that the only power that the OSN has is the power that 

      we give to it.

6.  The second letter in the acrostic is “R” – RECKON / or CONSIDER                                      CT - Romans 6:11  
Likewise  [in the same manner as God the Father thinks]  reckon  [consider] ye [Church Age believers] also yourselves [Church Age believers] to be dead  [incapable of producing personal sins; this is the experiential side of Romans 6:6; this is the believer treating his old man as dead because God says it is dead] indeed unto sin [the old sin nature], but alive [spiritually] unto God [the Father] through Jesus Christ our [Church Age believers] Lord.  

7.  The word reckon means to consider, to think the same way God thinks.  If He says our old 

     man is dead, we should reckon our old man dead because He says it is.   This means that 

     every Christian is to reckon his old man as a dead spider that can produce no web.

8.  It does no good to know that God said that our OSN is dead unless we believe Him, agree with 

     Him, and consider it dead also.  However there is one more thing necessary before we will 

     have real victory over sin and that is found in the last letter of the acrostic.

9.  The last letter is “Y”  - YIELD
      CT - Romans 6:13  Neither [do not] yield [present ] ye [Church Age believers] your [Church Age believer’s] members [body parts: hands, feet, eyes, ears, tongue, etc.] as instruments [tools] of unrighteousness [that which is contrary to the goodness of God] unto sin [the old sin nature]:  but yield [present] yourselves [Church Age believers] unto God [the Father ], as those [Church Age believers] that [who] are [[spiritually]] alive from the [[spiritually]] dead, and [[present]] your [Church Age believer’s] members [body parts: hands, feet, eyes, ears, tongue, etc.] as instruments [tools] of [associated with] righteousness [the absolute goodness of God] unto God [God the Father].  

10.  The believer can yield in one of two directions.  He can submit to sin, that is, unto the OSN , or 

       he can submit to God.  To yield to sin is described as yielding your body parts as tools of 

       unrighteousness.  This means presenting your body parts to the OSN so that they can be     

       used as tools to produce personal sins.  

      To yield to God is described as yielding your body parts to God as tools of righteousness.  

11.  Submitting to God and saying “no” to the OSN cannot be done passively.  One must 

       aggressively establish wheeltracks of righteousness with at least as much zeal as he 

       established wheeltracks of unrighteousness.

12. Casual Christians who do not know that their OSN has no power over them will not experience 

       true victory over sin.  

LESSON # 44   (8-19-04)
13.  Many believers become constant casualties to sin because their desire to sin is stronger than their desire to please God. Others would like to please God but think that it is impossible to do so. They do not know of the Holy Spirit’s ability to enable them both to will and to do God’s good pleasure:

Phil. 2:13  For it is God [ the Holy Spirit ] which [ Who ] worketh [ performs His duties to bring about change; energizes ] in [ on the inside of ] you [ the spiritual believer ] both [ indicates that the Holy Spirit will do two things ] to will [ the Holy Spirit’s responsibility is to change your “I don’t want to” ] and to do [ the Holy Spirit’s responsibility is to change your “I can’t do” ] of His good pleasure.” (KJV)

14.God the Holy Spirit brings about a change to the Church Age believer’s “I don’t want to” and to his “I can’t do.”

The Mechanics of Changing the Church Age Believer’s “Want To”

a. The carnal believer that does not want to do the good pleasure of God cannot be changed as 

     long as he remains in that status.

 b.  The spiritual believer acknowledges to God that he does not want to do the good pleasure of God and would like God to change his “I don’t want to” to “I do want to”.

 c.  The Holy Spirit then “works in” (energizes) the spiritual believer so that he wants to do the good pleasure of God.

d. The Holy Spirit cannot accomplish this in a believer who is submitting himself to the lusts of 

       his old sin nature.

The Mechanics of Changing the Church Age Believer’s “Can’t Do”
 a.  The carnal believer cannot do the good pleasure of God.

 b.  The spiritual believer acknowledges to God the impossibility of doing the good pleasure of God.

 c.
The spiritual believer acknowledges that he wants God to change his “I can’t do.”

 d.  The Holy Spirit then “works in” (energizes) the spiritual believer so that he becomes able to do the good pleasure of God.

L.S. Chafer’s Notes on Philippians 2:13

“The point to be noted is that the Spirit, wholly apart from any intrusion of His own faculties, is “working in”--energizing--the believer to the willing and doing of that which is well-pleasing to God.”  (Volume 6, p. 264)

“. . . within the range of the believer’s experience, there is no indication, manifestation, or identification of either the pressure or the activity of the Spirit beyond the noticeable results that He achieves.”  (Volume 6, p. 263)

15. Nor do they know that every believer has put on positionally the new man, Col. 3:10,  so they 

      are unable to produce the deeds of the new man, Col. 3:12-14.

16.  Knowing, reckoning and yielding are the mechanics of “Operation KRY” which is the 

       only divine tool given to believers whereby God is honored when they refuse to yield to the 

       temptation to sin.

LESSON # 45   (8-24-04)
F.  FURTHER  DOCUMENTATION

1.  Colossians 3:5  -   Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; 

     fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness 

     
which is idolatry:  (KJV)     Mortify – v. aam
     
Colossians 3:5  -  Therefore consider the members of your earthly body as dead to immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed, which amounts to 

      idolatry.  (NAS)   Consider – v. aam
     Colossians 3:5  -  Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly

      nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry.   

       (NIV)  Put to death - aam
2.   The question is, “How do we obey these mandates?”  Answer -  Operation KRY   

3.    When we are living according to the Spirit, submitting ourselves to His desires, sins are kept 

       in check.

      Romans 8:13 -   For if you live after the flesh, you shall die: but if you through the    Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, you shall live.  (KJV)
      Romans 8:13 -  for if you are living according to the flesh, you must die; but if by the     

      Spirit you are putting to death the deeds of the body, you will live.  (NAS)
      Romans 8:13  -  For if you live according to the sinful nature, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live.   (NIV)
G. DIFFERENT TERMINOLOGY BUT SAME PRINCIPLE

1.  “Mortify your members”, “Putting to death the deeds of the body”, and “Consider the members of your earthly body as dead” are phrases that mean the same thing.

2.  Colossians 3:9-10 add another similar phrase which involves “putting-off and putting-on”

     Col. 3:9-10  -  lie not one to another; seeing that ye have put off the old man with his  

      doings, and have put on the new man, that is being renewed unto knowledge after the 

      image of him that created him:
3.  In the sense that God made a judicial declaration rendering our old man inoperative through retroactive positional truth (RPT), we have put off the old man at salvation.

4.  In the sense that we became a new creature in Christ the moment we were born again, we have put on the new man at salvation.

5.  Putting off the old man and putting on the new man is positional. Putting off the deeds of the old man and putting on the deeds of the new man is experiential. This means that the  believer must make experiential, or bring to reality, that which is true of him positionally. Putting off the old man is done through renewing the new man by acquiring more knowledge of B.D.  

5. In this verse, the new man is renewed; in II Cor.4:16, the inner man is renewed day by day.    

    The Greek word for renewed is the same in both verses, ANAKAINOO, pt.pp; ANA = again,   

     KAINOS = new, not recent, but different. The two verses are saying the same thing. The 

     new man and the inner man are one in the same and  must be renovated through the 

     acquisition of knowledge of God’s Word.

· With a knowledge of Romans 6:6, we know that the old man was put off at the moment of salvation.

·  With a knowledge of Col.3:10, we know that the new man was put on at the moment of salvation

LESSON # 46   (8-26-04)
· Gal. 5:19-21 and Col. 3:8-9 inform us what deeds of the old man that we should put off. See Sins List.

· Gal. 5:22-23 and Col. 3:12-14 inform us what deeds of the new man we should put on:  Fruit of the Spirit, praise and thanksgiving to God, doing divine good, prayer, giving, obedience to those in authority, forgiving others
H.  Changing clothes in the soul of the believer – Col. 3:12-14

1.  BELIEVER

                                  body, SOUL, spirit            






 Mentality, self-consciousness, &  volition

                                                                       
                                                                                 Right Lobe (Heart), &  Left Lobe  

                                                                                                  STREAM OF CONSCIOUSNESS, 

                                                                                                                &  Subconscience

                                                             MEMORY CENTER

                                                                          Frame of Reference, Vocabulary Storage, Categorical             

                       OLD MAN CLOSET &               Storage, Norms & Standards, Momentum, & Wisdom

                       NEW MAN CLOSET                                           

2.   Everyone has an old man living inside of him, and an old man’s clothes closet from which his clothing is selected.

3.  The moment someone is saved, he immediately becomes a new man and has a new man’s clothes closet, but the closet is empty. There are no clothes in his new.

4.  The Christian’s old man clothes closet is carried by him into his new Christian life as baggage from his pre-Christian life.

5.   A distinction should be made between the old man’s clothes closet and the clothes that are in it. The clothes in it are personal sin and human good options which react to circumstances of life. The OSN fills this closet with human viewpoint and sinful solutions.
6.  Distinction should also be made between the new man’s clothes closet and the clothes in it. The new man’s clothes closet is that portion of the memory center reserved for storing new man’s clothing.  The clothes in it are divine options available to the spiritual believer as potential responses to the circumstances in his life. The H.S. fills this closet with divine viewpoint or B.D.

7.  At birth, everyone is born with an empty old man’s closet that is gradually filled by learning human viewpoint. Believers are born again spiritually with an empty new man’s clothes closet which can be filled with divine viewpoint, Isa. 55:8-9.  Learning is a process that takes time. So neither closet is filled by one-shot lessons.  They are repeated over and over again until thoroughly ingrained or usable.

8.   Salvation creates the new man’s clothes closet but it does not put any clothes in it.  

      Subsequent learning of B.D. furnishes us with spiritual clothes.  

a. Most believers go through life with little or no clothes in their new closets.

b. Believers can faithfully go to church and read their Bibles, but if they are not being taught new man’s thinking, such as mystery doctrines of the Church Age and spiritual dynamics, their closets will remain empty.

c. Every piece of information associated with Divine thought represents a piece of clothing that can be added to their new man’s clothes closets that will become more familiar, usable, and worn with repetition.  

d. A believer can have a closet full of new clothing, and then choose to put on his old sin nature’s comfortable, familiar clothing no matter how inappropriate it may be for the occasion.  

9.   Positive volition will trigger the new man’s thinking to search the new clothes in the soul’s memory center for the appropriate piece of clothing to put on for whatever the occasion or circumstance Biblically calls for.

10. Negative volition will trigger old man thinking to search through old clothing to put on for the same occasions or circumstances that it has always chosen in the past. 

LESSON # 47   (8-31--04)
11. Once clothes have been chosen, a chain of events is set in motion.

a.  When a new man’s clothes closet is chosen:

1)  Faith searches through it for the appropriate new man’s clothing to wear. The H.S. helps to select and produce the proper piece of clothing or Bible doctrine that should be applied.

2)  Once the piece of clothing has been chosen, the believer must agree to put it on.
3)   If the believer agrees to put on the new man’s clothing that the H.S. selected, his apparel will be perfect for that occasion.

4)  If the believer refuses to put on new man’s clothing the H.S. has selected, he will automatically go to his easier, more familiar old man’s closet.

b.  When old man’s clothes are is chosen:

1)   Rationalism and empiricism search the old man’s clothes closet for the appropriate old clothing to wear. Old thinking from the OSN selects or produces improper pieces of clothing, sin or human good.

2) Once a piece of clothing has been chosen, the believer must agree to put it on.

3) If the believer agrees to put on the old clothing that the OSN has suggested, his apparel will not be right for the occasion.

4) If the believer refuses to put on the old man’s clothing, he will go to his new man’s closet for the proper apparel. 
12.   You cannot put on clothing from both closets at the same time, and clothing cannot be put in 

         the wrong closet. Old clothing and new clothing cannot be mixed.  

13.   Putting on new clothing is the believer’s objective, and it can only be accomplished   

         through the supernatural abilities of God the Holy Spirit.
14.   In Col. 3:12, we are told to “clothe ourselves” or “to put on” some things which are found in the list following the command in verse13 for us to forbear one another and to forgive one another. Then in verse 14, we are commanded to put on love which binds everything together.

15.   If our life is to have impact, we must have more in our spiritual arsenal than Rebound.  We 

        must know that our old man is positionally dead which is the first major factor in being able to 

        resist the temptation to sin. Then we are able to obey the commands to put him off or to ignore him and to put on the new man.  

16.  Knowing and applying Rebound is not enough to advance one to spiritual maturity.  It certainly is a vital component, but it cannot do the job by itself.

a. We all commit sins that we are not aware of committing, but they still cause us to become carnal.

b. Continuing to change rapidly from carnality to spirituality in an endless cycle is not the way to grow to spiritual maturity.  

LESSON # 48   (9-2-04)
17. If one does not know how to put off the old man, he will quickly fall back into carnality and the OSN will dominate the soul.

18. It is impossible for the new man to be renewed if the old man is dominating the soul.  And if the new man is not renewed, spiritual growth is stymied.
19. If the believer is not growing spiritually he reverts back to human viewpoint and old wheeltracks of unrighteousness, falling deeper and deeper into reversionism to become a loser in the angelic conflict.

20. It must be stated again that the new man needs to be renewed every day and that renewal is 

      not a result of what we do, but what we learn. In order to do the many things that we are com-   

      manded to do, we must first learn what to do, how to do it, why we do it, and when to do it. 

II Cor. 4:17

1.  We need to turn to II Cor. 11:24-28  for a description of what Paul calls a momentary light affliction.

2.  Light affliction is undeserved suffering, and it is producing KATERGAZOMAI   

v. pmi    This means that our undeserved suffering keeps on producing for our benefit the reality of blessings beyond our wildest dreams.

3.  It is described in the Greek as follows:

     (s)s)      (s)       (

eternal           weight         glory            exceedingly              into        unbelievably

                                              benefit         amount of                               huge

     The Bible is telling us that whatever we endure in the way of undeserved suffering is worth it.

     We can’t begin to imagine how important it is to stay the course and to keep on learning and applying Bible doctrine. God wants us to have the same kind of confidence that Paul had.

LESSON # 49   (9-7-04)

II Cor. 4:18

1.  What does it mean to not look at the things that are seen. Are we to go through life with our 

     eyes shut? The answer is found in the words translated look and seen.

2.  Look, SKOPEO (pt. pa, t o take aim, consider, heed, or to focus on something.

    Things seen,  BLEPO (pt. pp,  to perceive, to glance, 

3.  What are the things that are seen?   The details of life such as possessions, family, work, play. What does it mean by not looking at these things?  It means that we are not to assign to them the highest of priorities. Certainly we all have responsibilities and details that 

     we must deal with every day, but they are not to be all-consuming. Life is more than details.

4. Sometimes the things that are seen are not the ordinary details of life but are extraordinary 

     circumstances requiring the application of doctrines we have learned, Matt. 8:23-27.

5.  What are things that are not seen?  Doctrinal precepts in our souls.  How do we look at 

     something that is not seen?  When we concentrate on doctrines we have learned we are   looking into our mind’s eye at something that cannot be seen with the physical eye.

6.  Whether it is the everyday routine charge of the mosquito or the rare charge of the elephant,

     we are to look at or concentrate on the unseen doctrines in our souls. In other words, when    

     the solution that is not seen is more real to us than the problem that we can see, then we’re on 

     track. We must remember that what we think in a crisis is far more important than the crisis itself. 

7. Everything that you can see is temporary and will not last.  But the invisible things are what will last forever. Invisible things are such things as imputed +R, eternal life, royal priesthood, royal ambassadorship, the soul, the human spirit, and the Bible doctrine in your soul.

8.  Nothing tangible in this world will last but will all be burned up when God creates the new 

     heaven and the new earth, Psalm 102:26, Isa. 51:6, Matt. 5:18, 24:35,  II Peter 3:10-12.
