Spiritual Weapons and Spiritual Warfare

II Cor. 10:1-5

2 Cor 10:3, J. B. Phillips   -   The truth is that, although of course we lead normal human lives, the battle we are fighting is on the spiritual level. 
2 Cor 10:3:The New English Bible   -   Weak men we may be; but it is not as such that we fight our battles. 
2 Cor 10:3 Living Letters   -   It is true that I am an ordinary weak human being, but I don't use human plans and methods to win my battles. 
Paul first says that we live in the world.  We are not to run away from it.   A monastic life has appealed to many through the centuries. History is full of men and women who have retreated to quiet places and tried to shut away all the mundane prattle, problems, and cares of life. Count Tolstoi of Russia; Rousseau of France; Gauguin, the painter;  all tried to run away from life’s troubles. There are many who seek to do so in every which way today.

The Lord Jesus himself put it this way: "Behold I send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves," Matt 10:16 KJV.

Yet," says Paul, "though we live in the world and do not run away from society, still we do not use human plans and methods to win our battles."

Here, in my judgment, is the fundamental error of those who seek to make social concerns the primary task of the church today. They are opposing the right enemy but implementing the wrong weapons of the world which Paul renounces;  he repudiates them entirely. He says, "we do not war a worldly warfare; we do not use human plans and methods to win our battles."

What are these weapons of the world, these human plans and methods being used to win battles?  Investigations, studies of all kinds, reports from committees and meetings, educational programs, demonstrations, boycotts, strikes, pressure blocs, brand new progressive legislation, picketing; even violence and arson. These were the exact same weapons society used to confront the problems that were present during the Roman Empire when Paul wrote this letter

The Christian approach to any basic problem, whether society’s or an individual’s problem, must be different than that of a worldly viewpoint if one expects to win battles. We look not at the things which are seen, but also at the unseen; we look not only to the temporal, but also to the eternal,"cf, 2 Cor 4:18.

It is remarkable to see that long before Christ, people were struggling with the exact same problems that oppress us today. There are no secular solutions that work; at best they only temporarily rearrange the symptoms of the problem. That is the most we can hope for from worldly approaches.

"No," says Paul, "the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, they are not fleshly, they are not worldly. But they are mighty! They have divine power, unto the pulling down of strongholds. They work. They win. They destroy strongholds, they overthrow entrenched evil, they strike off shackles, they set men free.  That is what they are for. If they do not do that, they are worthless, they are no better than any other program. But these work. They may not be evident, but they are effective."

What are these weapons? If they are not normal human plans, so what are they?  If they do not include these approaches that are so common today, then what are they?

The interesting thing is that Paul takes it for granted that his readers know what the weapons are and that he does not even list them.

All of us face problems, normal, common problems like depression, discouragement, ill health, lack of money, social pressures, family troubles, in-laws, greed, guilt, shame. As a society, we have to face problems together such as race tensions, war, poverty, air and water pollution, inflation, death, taxes, and other problems affecting us as a whole.

These are some of the battles of life, are they not?  Very few of us will have to fight in the streets of Bagdad, but some will. Here are the battles of life that the Christian must be adequately prepared to deal with.  In fact, he is the only one who can adequately deal with them! 

WEAPON #1   -   TRUTH / BIBLE DOCTRINE  

 I do not mean doctrine or education in the sense that is extolled by both liberals and conservatives alike in the secular world.  Education contains both truth and error, whereas God’s Word is inerrant.  Jesus said, "You shall know the truth and the truth will set you free," John 8:32
Christ unveiled reality; he tore away the illusions and delusions under which men labor. He ripped off veils. You can watch him exposing the faulty thinking of the Pharisees, the Sadducees, and all the other groups with whom he came into contact, including his own disciples. Here, in the Word of God, the truth as it is in Jesus, we have the most powerful weapon of all telling things the way they are.

The revelation of reality, the exposure of things as they really are. In Romans 13:12, this is called "the weapon of light." Turning on the light is a marvelous weapon for helping to dispel the darkness of these areas where entrenched evil is rampant, in our day or any other day.
WEAPON #2   -    LOVE 

I am not talking about the Hollywood mush that passes for love, nor of the bleeding-heart toleration of anything that comes along; I am talking about biblical love, the kind that requires no love in return from the individual who is loved. That is love as described in First Corinthians 13, the kind that loves all others for Christ's sake.

You must begin to show acceptance, courtesy, and concern without partiality or merit, without regard to the background or the color of skin, or anything else about an individual except that he or she is a man or woman absolutely loved by God for whom Christ died.

Love is linked with truth. Everywhere in Scripture you find these two great forces linked together, truth and love. Paul writes to the Ephesians and exhorts them to "speak the truth in love," Eph 4:15, and in the second letter of John we read,

Grace, mercy and peace will be with us, from God the Father and from Jesus Christ the Father's Son, in truth and love. 2 Jn 1:3, RSV
WEAPON #3    -    +R / INTEGRITY  
It is the refusal to yield to expediency. As Paul writes to the Ephesians, "You must no longer live as the Gentiles do," Eph 4:17b.  We cannot go on excusing our weaknesses.  This is not saying that we must not smoke, drink, gamble or go to movies,  Both unbelievers and believers can refrain from doing these things and usually become very self-righteous about it.  

"The weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left," 2 Cor 6:7b RSV,  I am speaking of an experiential righteousness that produces obedience to God that excludes pride or self-righteousness.  It is living the life of an ambassador to Christ; not by talking the talk but by walking the walk.

WEAPON #4   -  PRAYER 

Faith is reliance on the direct activity of God in human life. Prayer is the request for that activity.  God has not dismissed society, nor does he exist remote from it;  He is moving, doing things, changing things, arresting, thwarting, overthrowing, building up and exalting; and he does all of these in answer and through the medium of prayer.  Prayer is a mighty weapon because it changes things like nothing else!

There they are;  you can hardly isolate the one from the other. They are all necessary.  

strongholds; "we have divine power to destroy strongholds." This is the only place in the New Testament that this word occurs in the Greek; it is a place where evil is entrenched, where it is fortified and protected behind strong defenses.

It is not out in the open where it can be easily exposed and overthrown, but it is encastled, well-defended, a fortress with walls and moats and turrets, difficult to attack, long-standing evil, protected, buttressed and defended by the general attitude of an entire community, or a segment of society, resisting all attempts to overthrow it, persisting in holding thousands in bondage, darkness, misery and despair. What are the places like that?

Religion, racial prejudice, materialism, pride, sexual perversion, politics, evolution, anti-corporal punishment, the idea that government should take care of us and only it has the solutions, the feminist agenda, ecumenicalism, subjugating Americans to international organizations and treaties, out-of-control spending, public and private,

Matt. 16:18  -  “The gates of hell" is not a symbol for defensive action. It is not a church that is being assaulted by forces from the outside. It is true that the Scriptures describes the Christian's struggle as an individual, defensive action as in Ephesians 6. But when the Scriptures view the entire thrust of the church in its relationship to society, it is never pictured as on the defensive. It is encouraged to take the offensive.

There are many places in the Old and New Testament alike where these weapons prevail against the entrenched evil that is present in society:

You have an example in the Old Testament in the case of Jonah, where the weapon of truth is used to set a whole city free. Here is a heathen, pagan city, Nineveh, which, in its ignorance and darkness was doing things that were destroying the life of its people. This is always what error does and leads to poverty, degradation, insanity and demon-possession, and ultimately to the destruction of humanity. Satan hates man. The results affected the king right on down to the most common person in the city; they all repented. The entire city turned from their evil, faced the facts of life, and the city was spared for over a hundred years.

You can see how the weapon of LOVE prevailed in many places in the Scriptures.  There is that wonderful story of David and Jonathan, of friendship between two men who were on opposite sides of the political fence.

In the New Testament there is the little epistle to Philemon: I do not think there is any human document that has done more to free slaves, and I mean physical slaves, human slavery, than the letter to Philemon. Yet it hardly mentions the subject at all. It is not a diatribe, but rather a love letter.

Take the weapon of righteousness. What a weapon that is! Read the story of Joseph, when as a young man in his prime, feeling the rising of youthful passion within him, he was approached by the wife of his employer to indulge in moral wrong. Joseph immediately resists. He could have compromised his conscience very easily; he could have said that it was forced upon him and justified the situation, but he did not. He said instead, "How can I commit such a sin against my God?" cf, Gen 39:9, and he fled, literally gathered his garments up and fled. That righteous act on Joseph's part led him to prison and it did not look like it was for his profit at first. But two years later it led him to the throne of Egypt where he became the second ruler of the land.

Because of what Shadrack, Meshack, and Abednego did, the king himself became a believer and issued a proclamation that the God of Daniel should be honored and respected throughout the whole of the kingdom.

There are so many examples of prayer being answered and causing the destruction of strongholds too numerous to list. 

Isaiah 37:21-22  Then Isaiah the son of Amoz sent word to Hezekiah, saying,’Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, 'Because you have prayed to Me about Sennacherib king of Assyria,  22 this is the word that the LORD has spoken against him: Isaiah 37:33-36  Therefore, thus says the LORD concerning the king of Assyria, 'He shall not come to this city, or shoot an arrow there; neither shall he come before it with a shield, nor throw up a mound against it.  34 'By the way that he came, by the same he shall return, and he shall not come to this city,' declares the LORD.  35 'For I will defend this city to save it for My own sake and for My servant David's sake.’  36 Then the angel of the LORD went out, and struck 185,000 in the camp of the Assyrians; and when men arose early in the morning, behold, all of these were dead.

A demonstration of a Christian attack upon a stronghold of evil: Many of you know that Lambert Dolphin and Carl Gallivan have written a book called Sex Through the Looking Glass, that is a unique approach to the study of sex based upon certain Scriptures. It has now been published and is available in booklet form. An ad was recently placed in the Los Angeles Free Press among other ads for wife-swapping, homosexual partners, etc., all headed under SUPERSEX!  It was designed to attract attention. It goes on: “ Keys to true sexuality through personal relationship with Jesus Christ. Pseudo-sex destroys the psyche. Radical fresh look at sex. Free book and counsel. God loves you as you are.”  Write Dolphin, 265 Lytton. Palo Alto.

Almost the first letter in response was an invitation to appear on the national Joe Pyne television program to be interviewed, and thus to spread the good news about a true and proper approach to sex through the medium of television at someone else's cost! That is the way God does things when we begin to move out and attack some of the strongholds around us.

NAS 2 Corinthians 10:5   -  We are destroying speculations [logismus – reasoning] and every lofty thing raised up against the knowledge of God, and we are taking every thought captive to the obedience of Christ,

KJV   -   Casting down imaginations,  NIV   -   We demolish arguments

What makes these strongholds so strong? From whence does the enemy derive the strength that enables him to remain entrenched in human society?  The answer lies in the two elements which Paul describes for us in Verse 5.  a. arguments  b. pride  "every high thing which exalts itself,"  From these two things: reasonings and the independent pride which insists that man does not need God. These are the pillars from which evil derives its ultimate strength.

Reasonings are essentially a tribute to the primacy of the mind, the intelligence in man.  It produces specious and plausible sounding arguments which make their ultimate appeal to man's self-sufficiency, his unlimited capabilities as he sees himself, his lack of any need for God, and which are basically against the knowledge of God.

The Apostle Paul calls these "doctrines of demons." He says they arise from "seducing spirits," spirits at work, using the minds of men as their instruments, to present to humanity what are really lies.  They are reasonable-sounding lies, plausible lies, but they are actually lies, they are not truths. They are false, seductive, they lead people astray. They do not educate the mind toward truth but toward error and they are accepted as true by unbelievers as well as baby believers .

"We wrestle not against flesh and blood," Eph 6:12 KJV, he says, but we wrestle against these who are working through the minds and thinking of men.  "wicked spirits in high places” are behind the promotion of lies. 

Arguing or debating people who have bought Satan’s lies will not work.  Those are weapons of the flesh or of the world.  We are to give them the gospel and expose them to God’s grace because the gospel speaks to the vacuums in man's spirit which are not buttressed and protected by the hollow reasonings by which he tries to defend his pride.  

The gospel is a thoroughly supernatural message, it talks about things that are not subject to the explorations of science or the discoveries of rational approaches. It speaks of relationships between God and man, the deep things of man's spirit.

We must not forget the importance of prayer.  Prayer destroys strongholds and humbles pride by calling into activity forces superior to those "principalities and powers," those "world rulers of present darkness" cf, Eph 6:12  which Paul describes in Ephesians 6, which are behind these strongholds of evil.

By the prayer of faith you are directly attacking the source of these problems.

The first part of vs. 5 depends on God to intervene for us, the second part depend on us because that battle is waged in our own minds.  We must learn to confront our thoughts as Christian, examine what we are thinking, pass judgment upon it and act in line with that judgment, either positively or negatively. We cannot allow your mind to give itself to anything it wants to;

Allow these unChristian thoughts to remain unconquered, and you will soon have to take the fortress all over again. They will creep out of their hiding places and take over and you will find that that which God has delivered you from has taken control once again.

It is really nothing else but praying David's prayer, in the 19th Psalm, "May the words of my mouth and the meditations of my heart be acceptable in thy sight, O Lord my strength and my redeemer," cf, Psa 19:14. May the inward meditations of my heart be acceptable in thy sight.

About the punishment clause:

The apostle is showing the utter inability of punishment to produce obedience. Notice he does not say, "When I come I'm going to punish you until you start obeying." Oh, no, it is quite the opposite. He says, "When you have learned to obey, then I'll punish you." In other words, punishment does not produce obedience; it is light that does that.  It is light that compels obedience, not punishment.

