CHAPTER  13

LESSON   #159   (11-15-05)      
II Cor. 13:1

1.  Paul reiterates once again that he intended to visit the Corinthians as he had told them in II Cor. 1:15-17, 12:14.  He had established the Church in Corinth, taught them doctrine, and then he had to move on.  They were feeling the effects of not having face-to-face teaching.  Since they didn’t have TVs, radio, or the internet, writing was the only way Paul had to teach them doctrine while he was away.

2.  Then Paul quotes Deut. 19:15.  What does this quote have to do with what he just said?  It brought up a legal principle that usually applied to a courtroom situation.  But here, it refers to three witnesses: 1) Paul,   2) Timothy, and 3) Titus, who could testify to the reversionistic condition of the Corinthians.

II Cor. 13:2

1.  NKJ  I have told [PROLEGO  v. rai ]you before  [ 1st epistle], and foretell  [PROLEGO  v. pai ]as if I were present the second time [2nd epistle], and now being absent, I write to those  [reversionists]  who have sinned before  [ptc. ra], and to all the rest  [those who were still positive believers],  that if  [3rd class]  I come again, I will not spare. . .

2.  This was a very strong warning to all of the Corinthians. They needed to “test themselves” before he came to visit. Some needed to repent and rebound while others needed to stay the course and hang on to their spiritual momentum. 

3.  This was Paul’s rebuttal to the accusation that he was a lion when away and a mouse when present, II Cor.10:1,10.
4.  Paul would not sugarcoat the situation or spare them from hearing the truth.  He loved them enough to be honest, totally objective, and to show no partiality or bias towards them.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

II Cor. 13:3

1.  Since you are seeking for proof of the Christ who speaks in me  [communicates through me],  and who is not weak toward you, but mighty in you  [among you].
The believers in Corinth were not seeking Christ but they were seeking evidence to condemn Paul so that they could excuse their blatant disregard for him and his teaching. They were not like the Bereans who searched the scriptures to make sure that Paul’s teaching lined up with God’s Word.  These reversionists were not interested in truth but in bringing about Paul’s demise.

2.  Then Paul reminded them that Jesus Christ was still very powerful among them and perfectly capable of getting His message across to those who wanted to hear it.

 II Cor. 13:4
1.  For indeed He was crucified because of   [man’s]   weakness. . .  Jesus Christ was not weak in His humanity, He was no wimp.   He voluntarily restricted His power and authority and functioned under the doctrine of Kenosis which does not imply any sort of weakness.

2.  yet He lives because of the power of God  -  Even though Jesus came as the Lamb of God, His resurrection demonstrated the power of God in His life.  
3.  For we also are weak in Him.  How does this jive with Phil. 4:13 ?  -  I can do all things through Him who strengthens me.  The Judaizers accused Paul of being weak when present and powerful when away.  He is making a comparison between Christ’s voluntarily curbing His power and authority and Paul voluntarily  curbing his power and authority when he was present with the Corinthians.  This phrase also refers to the grace-orientation that believers must have in order to grow up spiritually.  The adult believer is the one who recognizes that he NEEDS the Lord every day, every minute.  This same principle is found in II Cor. 12:9-10.

4.   yet we shall live with Him because of the power of God directed toward you  is an encouragement to the reversionists that they still have the grace of God available to them and can recover from reversionism.

LESSON   #160   (11-17-05)      
II Cor. 13:5
1.  Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith. This is not the first time that the Corinthians were addressed about their faith.  I Cor. 16:13 “in the faith” seems to mean living consistently with what you believe.  In Romans 14:1, Paul spoke to believers who were “weak in the faith”.  In Titus 1:13,  Peter commanded believers to be steadfast “in the faith;”  I Pet. 5:8-9,   I Cor. 11:28-32 are two more.

I Cor. 9:27  -  but I buffet my body and make it my slave, lest possibly, after I have preached to others, I myself should be disqualified,  ADOKIMOS  s) not passing the test and therefore being rejected.

Are we living in doctrine?  Are we executing the Christian way of Life?   

2. If we are to examine ourselves by evaluating our behavior to see if we are really Christians, what about unbelievers who behave better than believers do?  The Bible never commands us to examine ourselves to see if we are truly eternally saved.  Some would distort II Peter 1:10-11 in order to reject this statement.  

      2 Peter 1:10-11   -  Therefore, my brothers, be all the more eager to make your calling and election sure.  For if you do these things, you will never fall,  for, in this way, entry into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and savior Jesus Christ will be richly provided for you  (see page 9 for details on this verse).   

3.  The Bible never tells us how many good works or how much faithfulness is required to guarantee heaven.  Nor does it tell us how many sins would send us to Hell because there is no connection between our sins or good works and our eternal salvation.

4.   See page 4 on  sozo  and  soteria,  I Cor.1:6.  

5.   T U L I P:    The “P” stands for the Calvinistic view of the Perseverance of the Saints.  This means that if a person is one of the elect, he or she is kept or preserved by the power of God, I Peter 1:3-5.   This is true, but how this plays out in a person’s life is where their ideology falls apart.  

a. Eternal security for the Calvinist is based on the assumption that God elected him to receive eternal life.  How can he know that he is truly one of the elect?  Not because he believed in Christ, because according to them, God decides who will receive “the gift of faith” and who will not.  So how can a person know if he received faith from God?  

b. It always goes back to works.  Behavior and morality become the standard for their eternal security.

c. However, the truth is that God has given us volition, the freedom to decide whether we will accept or reject the gospel.  Since eternal salvation is based on that decision, we can know that we have eternal life because we know that we have believed the gospel. 

d. If morality is the standard for eternal security, then not even one man who has been born again can fail to persevere in holiness.  Lingering immorality or carnality would be proof that they were not really saved.

e. What about King Saul who died the sin unto death?  His life parallels the reversionistic believer.  His persistent disobedience and failure to Rebound resulted in him losing rule over the kingdom.  Reversionistic C.A. believers lose their inheritance and will not rule in the Kingdom of God.  Saul falsifies the doctrine.

f. King Solomon started out right, but by I Kings chapter 11, he became disobedient.  Like Saul, God tore the kingdom away from him, I Kings 11:11.
g. Lot was called  just,  DIKAION (righteous, used by Peter in II Pet. 2:7,  but he chose to live in Sodom, and the last mention of him is in old age, drunk with wine, permitting his decadent daughters to sleep with him, Gen. 19:33.

h. King Amaziah did what was right in the eyes of the Lord, but then turned away and apparently persisted in it unto death, II Chr. 25:2.  

i. King Uzziah also did what was right in the eyes of the Lord, II Chr. 26:4, but he fell away and the Lord afflicted him, II Chr. 26:20, gave the rulership of the kingdom to another, and he had leprosy until he died.

LESSON   #161   (11-20-05)      
6.  Nowhere in the N.T. are adverbs, such as “truly” or “really” believed, ever used.  Illustration:

Son:        “Dad, am I really your son, or am I only adopted?”

Father:    “Well, young man, it depends on how you behave.  If you really are my son, you will show this by doing the things I tell you to do.  If you have my nature inside of you, you can’t help but be obedient.”

Son:        “But what if I disobey you a lot, Dad?”

Father:    “Then you have every reason to doubt that you are truly my son.”

7.  1 Corinthians 15:1-2  -  Now I make known to you, brethren, the gospel which I preached to you, which also you received, in which also you stand,  2 by which also you are saved, if you hold fast the word which I preached to you, unless you believed in vain.
      Colossians 1:21-23   -  And although you were formerly alienated and hostile in mind, engaged in evil deeds,  22 yet He has now reconciled you in His fleshly body through death, in order to present you before Him holy and blameless and beyond reproach--  23 if indeed you continue in the faith firmly established and steadfast, and not moved away from the hope of the gospel that you have heard,

2 Peter 3:17-18  - Therefore, dear friends, since you already know this, be on your guard so that you may not be carried away by the error of lawless men and fall from your secure position. But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and forever! Amen.

James 5:19-20  -  My brethren, if any among you strays from the truth, and one turns him back,  20 let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his way will save his soul from death, and will cover a multitude of sins.
Hebrews 10:39  -  But we are not of those who draw back to perdition, but of those who believe to the saving of the soul.

1 Timothy 5:8   -  But if [ 1st class] anyone does not provide for his own, and especially for those of his household, he has denied the faith, and is worse than an unbeliever.

Hebrews 2:1  -  We must pay more careful attention, therefore, to what we have heard, so that we do not drift away.  2 For if the message spoken by angels was binding, and every violation and disobedience received its just punishment,  3 how shall we escape if we ignore such a great salvation?

8.    If the standard for determining a true Christian is perseverance in righteousness and it is impossible for them to fall away, then why are there so many warnings issued to believers about that very thing?

Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith; examine yourselves!  Expanded Translation (ET):   
Keep on testing  [ PEIRAZO (v. pam, an assayer's term meaning to test the ore to see if it IS or IS NOT gold.  In this use, it means to test yourself if you advancing or going backwards.]   

yourselves to see if   [1st Class]  you are in the faith;  Keep on examining yourselves!  [ DOKIMAZO  (v. pam,  means to test for graduation.  Are you moving forward?] 

Or do you not recognize this about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you  [Christocentric life]  unless indeed you keep on failing  [ ADOKIMOS  s) v. pai,  to be reprobate, worthless, rejected]  the test?  
LESSON   #162   (11-29-05)  REVIEW the above verses and expanded translation.

LESSON   #163   (12-1-05)

9.   This verse reminds us that we are to test or evaluate ourselves and not others.  We have a tendency to judge other people rather than ourselves.  After all, that is more fun than assessing our own thoughts, decisions, and actions and finding out how flawed they are.

10.  Evaluating others is legitimate in business, sports, and the military when it is part of one’s job description.  It is not part of the Christian way of life. The Word of God is our standard by which we are to hold ourselves up to. 

11.  Every person, including believers, are entirely capable of drifting off course, so it is imperative that we repeatedly run self-examinations to make sure that we are correctly applying Bible doctrines. 

12. One reason believers do not test themselves is because they have the idea that they can’t fail if they don’t take the test.  In reality, they are doomed to fail if they don’t take the test.

13.  There is the probability that the test will show us how wrong we are, and who likes to be wrong?  Who likes to fail a test?  Testing ourselves causes us to face the truth which can sometimes be painful.

14.  It is not a disgrace to fail the test.  No one is perfect, in fact, nearly everyone fails the test.  You are not a loser for failing;  actually you are a winner.  You are a loser by NOT taking the test and taking it OFTEN.

15.  Failing the test does NOT mean that you have lost your salvation and are going to hell.

LESSON   #164   (12-13-05)
II Cor. 13:6-7

1.  Paul pointed out how he and his followers had passed the test. This was not a braggimony on his part but a stated fact in response to false allegations that he was being controlled by mental attitude sins. In verse 3, the Judaizers sought proof of Christ speaking through Paul and his followers. This showed that the Judaizers had failed the test.

2.  EXPANDED TRANSLATION: 2 Cor. 13:7  -  Moreover, we  [communicators]  pray to God that you  [Corinthians] all do 'nothing' evil  [fall into reversionism]. Not that we . . . approved. . . should be visibly seen [means the communicator should be invisible; get your eyes on the message] . . . but that you all should do the honorable thing  [to keep advancing toward spiritual maturity] . . .even though we  [communicators]  seem to some to be unapproved.

3.  The apostles prayed for their congregations just as every pastor should pray for his congregation. Also the


congregation should pray for its pastor.

4.  Their prayer was for their congregation to do nothing wrong, nothing evil. Paul had already given them instructions how to stay out of evil by consistently testing themselves.


5.  IT IS NOT THE MAN, IT'S THE MESSAGE!  Paul is saying communicators are not to be under the judgment of


the congregation for approval. GOD JUDGES the communicator directly. But your job is to keep on taking in


doctrine no matter how you feel about the communicator personally.


6.  Some people put their pastor up on a pedestal and make it their job to ensure that he never falls. In other words, they stick their nose into the pastor's business. Pastors are human, too, and they have an OSN. But some people use a double standard, one for pastors and one for everyone else.


7.  Some fall to pieces when they see a pastor's feet of clay. They are so surprised and offended that they can no longer listen to his message. They use whatever weakness they think he has as an excuse to judge him, or in some cases, they use it to set up a conspiracy against him.

LESSON   #165   (12-15-05)
8.  Few pastors today straighten out their congregations when they need it. Those few who do are often judged by


people who are unaccustomed to seeing someone assert his authority.

9.  The objective of communicating the Word of God is not for the approval of the communicator. It is the approval and what the Lord thinks that counts. The objective is to benefit you, the hearers.

10. Unfortunately today, the message of most pastors is not the main priority. The message takes place in importance after fellowship, programs, ritual, and music.

11. Most of the time, pastors are evaluated by their personality, their delivery, their credentials, their popularity, the size of their congregations, and their ability to emotionally stimulate their congregations rather than be evaluated and selected because of the content of their message.
12. Whatever doubts the Corinthians may have had about Paul's conduct, he believed that their sober evaluation would lead them to vindicate him. He hoped they would not be disapproved by God but would see that he was not disapproved by God. Still it was their reputation or standing, not his, that concerned him.

II Cor. 13:8
1.  For we  [pastors]  can do nothing against the truth, but only for the truth. Does this mean that it is impossible for


a pastor to do something wrong, to teach false doctrine, or to commit a serious sin? Of course not.

2.  This means that nothing a pastor can do can neutralize Bible doctrine. The Word of God lives and abides forever.
Pastors cannot do anything to hinder doctrine, but we can do something on behalf of doctrine. We can teach it, analyze it, classify it, illustrate it, and relate it.

3.  It is the message that is the pathway to spiritual maturity, not the pastor’s personal life. The pastor deserves the same right to privacy as any other believer priest.

II Cor. 13:9

1.  Paul's concern is for the Corinthians' well-being, not for his own reputation. He hopes to find them mature and having no need for further chastisement.

2.  we refers to Paul and those who were part of his traveling seminary.

3.  We are glad when we are weak and  [be, but]  you are strong…
     glad  is in the present, active, indicative and refers to inner +H. This verse makes no sense to a person who only thinks by means of human viewpoint.

4. This phrase is more sarcasm. Paul has openly stated that he is weak, yet when he is weak, he is strong because he is helpless and must depend totally on the Lord. The arrogant Corinthians were actually weak when they thought themselves to be strong. They thought that they were more spiritually advanced than Paul and therefore considered themselves to be strong. See Rev. 3:17.

5.  He not only desired that they might be kept from sin but that they might also grow in grace and knowledge so as to receive their super-grace escrow blessings.

LESSON   #166   (12-20-05)
6.  be made complete, KATARTISIS (s) to be restored, to be rectified, to be brought to completion.

1 Corinthians 1:10  -  Now I exhort you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all agree, and there be no divisions among you, but you be made complete in the same mind and in the same judgment.

Eph.4:12  -  For the perfection of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ.

1 Thess.3:10  - . . . Night and day praying exceedingly that we might see your face and might perfect that

which is lacking in your faith?

7.  When believers join their right congregation, accept the authority of their right pastor, and consistently expose themselves to correct ICE teaching, they may erect an ECS and enter into the supergrace life.

8.  What does it take for a person to be glad even when he is weak? He may be weak physically, financially, socially, occupationally, or educationally, yet still be happy and content.


1.  ____________________________________
  7.  ______________________________________


2.  ____________________________________
  8.  ______________________________________


3.  ____________________________________
  9.   _____________________________________


4.  ____________________________________
10. _____________________________________


5.  ____________________________________    11.  _____________________________________

6.  ____________________________________
12.  _____________________________________

9.  It takes all of the above for a believer to be made complete. It is interesting to note Paul's tremendous capacity for love. He was praying that the people who had rejected him, lied about him, and despised him would reach the point of spiritual maturity where they could be glad even in their weakness just as he was.

​

II Cor. 13:10
1.  This verse begins the conclusion of this epistle. For this reason. . . restates the purpose of this epistle, that the Corinthians would recover from reversionism and move on to the super-grace life.

2.  these things refer to the contents of II Corinthians. Paul was absent from them, but he intended to go to them, and he was hopeful that this letter would be effective in bringing them back to reality and truth so that the time he spent with them would not be stressful.

3.  Paul recognized that God had delegated authority to him and expected him to use it when necessary, Titus 1:13, 2:15,  Heb. 3:7 & 17.

4.  Becoming a pastor is not a career decision but the recognition that God the Holy Spirit sovereignly bestows a spiritual gift on men totally apart from their personal merit or worth. The purpose of giving the spiritual gift of pastor​-teacher is stated, for the building UP of the body of Christ.


a. Learning cannot take place unless the authority of the teacher is accepted.

b. not for the tearing down... It was not given to men to lord their authority and power over others or to become bullies or tyrants.

c. There must be balance. Some pastors become dictatorial while others become whimpy doormats. When reproof is necessary, it must be for the believer's edification, not for pastors to vent their anger.
LESSON   #167   (12-22-05)   

II Cor. 13:11
1.  There are four imperatives in this verse.  Finally, brethren, rejoice,   CHAIRO  v. pam, to rejoice, to be glad.  Isn’t it interesting that we are commanded to be glad or to have +Happiness?

2.  The second command is be made complete,    KATARTIZO  v. ppm, to be fit, sound, complete, to be restored or perfectly fit together.  This word is used in 1 Peter 5:10 as a fishing term meaning to mend a broken net.  However, in verse 11, the meaning has the military connotation of equipping an army for combat. Doctrine equips the believer for the function of the supergrace life and for combat in the angelic conflict, and it should be translated in the passive voice, keep on being equipped. The passive voice tells us that we cannot get it together, be sound, or recover on our own.  We need God’s power and God’s Word to obey His commands.

3.  The third command is be comforted,   PARAKALEO  v. ppm, to have comfort.  Again it is interesting that this word is in the passive voice.  We depend on God to learn Bible doctrine that becomes the source of our comfort.

4.  The fourth is be like minded,   PHRONEO  v. pam, to think, to regard, to bring to mind.  This is a command to base your thinking on Bible doctrine.  For believers to base their thinking on sound, exegetical teaching of God’s Word.

5.   The fifth is live in peace,   EIRENE v. pam, to have peace, to live peaceably or tranquilly, to benefit,


harmony.  All of these characteristics are directly related to your intake of Bible doctrine.  In fact, all of these commands are related to the DAILY intake of doctrine.

II Cor. 13:12

     Greet is the aorist active imperative of  spazomai  which means to salute. This is when a hero greets a hero. 


With a holy kiss  refers to the custom of greeting or saluting with a kiss back when the men kissed the men and the women kissed the women in greeting and as Judas Iscariot did when he greeted the Lord Jesus Christ. The male greeting the male with a kiss was never used in an ordinary greeting but was only used when a man of higher authority, like Julius Caesar, would kiss a man who had done very well or a hero for showing extraordinary courage. In those days, a kiss on the cheek by one in highest authority was the highest decoration of the Roman empire. For this reason, he was called a friend of Caesar.  In other words, saluting someone was not a kiss of love but a kiss that showed recognition of greatness. 

II Cor. 13:13-14
1.  All the saints greet  [salute]  you.  The saints of Macedonia with whom Paul was staying at the time he wrote II Corinthians sent their unified greetings, II Cor. 1:1.
2.  The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.  Paul invoked the blessing of the Triune God so that the grace manifested by Christ, the love expressed by God the Father, “the God of love”, vs. 11, and the fellowship created by the Holy Spirit, might be experienced in Corinth.

          






