LESSON  #168   (12-27-05)         II  Corinthians  RECAP  
CHAPTER  1   Comfort and suffering
There are four types of suffering:
· SELF- INDUCED  (unbearable) ------ Making ourselves miserable through bad decisions

· DESERVED / DISCIPLINE (unbearable)  -------  God punishes for the purpose of blessing 

· POST REBOUND  (bearable)  ------ God gives for the purpose of blessing 

· UNDESERVED  (bearable)  -------  God gives for the purpose of blessing

All suffering, minus self-induced suffering, is designed for our blessing no matter what the cause. Some of the greatest blessings we will ever receive are ones during times of suffering.The point is that believers receive blessings from undeserved suffering and also become an example to others.  
1:6   -   But if we are afflicted, it is  for your comfort and salvation . . . 
“Indeed, in 812 usages of the various Hebrew words translated ‘to save’ or ‘salvation’ in the Old Testament, only 58 (7.1%) refer to eternal salvation.” Repentance and Salvation  by Robert N. Wilkin

The verb sozo (save) is used 106 times meaning physical deliverance 60% of those times.  The noun soteria (salvation) occurs 46 times and means physical deliverance 65% of those times.

Rom. 10:10     

James 2:14  - What does it profit, my brethren, if a man says he has faith, but has no works?   Can that faith save him?

James 2:20  - But will you know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead?

James 2:24   - You see that a person is justified by what he does and not by faith alone.
Any verse that demands something other than faith for salvation is not referring to eternal salvation from hell.

LESSON  #169   (12-29-05)
1:21  -  ”Establishes us with you in Christ”  BEBAIOO  (pt. pa  =  to confirm, to 

render constant and unwavering, to stand firm.  Now He who makes both us  [ Paul and his team] and you  [the Corinthians and us by implication]  to stand firm in Christ and anointed us  [CHRIO  (  pt. aa  =  to be qualified for service by the baptism of the H.S.] is God [F].

DOCTRINE OF ANOINTING
There are a lot of preachers today teaching that the anointing of God upon certain believers goes and comes and that they are able to do supernatural things when it comes upon them like speaking in tongues.  However notice that the anointing took place in a point of time, salvation, and was common to all believers, to apostles as well as to common believers who lived in Corinth.

Doctrine of the Sealing of the Holy Spirit, Eph. 1:13, 4:30, Rom. 8:23, I Cor. 1:21-22.
LESSON  #170   (1-3-06)
CHAPTER  2
1. The Corinthians are encouraged to reaffirm their love towards the incestuous believer, I Cor. 5.
2.    Sometimes a letter can be more effective than talking to someone face to face.                                       

· Misunderstanding someone’s tone is eliminated

· No distraction by body language

· More time to choose your words

· Clarity of what is said and what is not said

· A letter can be read over and over until it sinks in

2:12                           

 Doctrine  of  Doors

1. Door of Salvation – John 10:7-9, Rev. 3:20            5.   Door of Evangelism – Acts 14:27
2. Door of Service – I Cor. 16:9, II Cor. 2:12               6.   Door of Judgment – James 5:9
3. Door of the Rapture – Rev. 4:1                                7.   Door of Lips – Psalm 141:3  - Set a guard, O LORD, over my
4. Door of Hope – Hosea 2:15                                          mouth; Keep watch over the door of my lips.                                                                                                                  

2:13
Verses given on worry:  Phil. 4:6-7  -  Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.  7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, shall guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.,

Prov. 12:25 -  Anxiety in the heart of a man weighs it down, But a good word makes it glad. 

Luke 12:29-3  -  And do not seek what you shall eat, and what you shall drink, and do not keep worrying.  30 For all these things the nations of the world eagerly seek; but your Father knows that you need these things.  31 But seek for His kingdom, and these things shall be added to you.

WHAT TO CONCENTRATE ON WHEN YOU ARE WORRIED
Luke 10:38-42 -  Mary and Martha story         

1 Sam. 17:47 -  The battle is the Lord's; 

Ps. 55:22 - Cast all your burdens on the Lord; He will sustain you; He will never allow the righteous to be shaken;
Isa. 26:3-4 - You will keep him in perfect ﻿peace, Whose mind is stayed on You, Because he trusts in You.
1 Pet. 5:7 - Casting all your worries on Him, for He cares for you.
Chapter  3
Differences between the Mosaic Dispensation Modus Operandi and The Church Age’s

LESSON  #171   (1-5-06)
Chapter  4
2 Corinthians 4:16-18  - 16 Therefore we do not lose heart, but though our outer man is decaying, yet our inner man is being renewed day by day.  17 For momentary, light affliction is producing for us an eternal weight of glory far beyond all comparison,  18 while we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen; for the things which are seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal.
Every Church Age believer can be said to have three men.  The first one is the” outer man,” II Cor. 4:16.   

The second  is called the “old man,” Romans 6:6,

And the third is called the “inner man,”  Romans 7:22; II Cor. 4:16; Ephesians 3:16.
The inner man is the real you, the outer man is  the house or package in which the inner man lives. It refers to the human spirit, the invisible part of man, that God designed to convert, store, and to utilize spiritual phenomena so that we can have a relationship with Him.  The term inner man is also found in Romans 7:22 and Eph. 3:16-17. 

In life, the great conflict is which man will the believer submit to, the “old man” or the ”inner man”?

Many believe that victory over sin is impossible but it should be remembered that personal sin is a matter of choice.  If a believer chooses to sin, he will sin, and if he chooses not to sin, he will not sin.  God doesn’t make you sin, and neither does Satan.

God has not left believers on earth to be prisoners to sin.  Rebound is the solution to sin after a sin has been committed, but what help is there for the believer before he sins?
Jesus Christ won the ultimate victory over the penalty of sin on the cross.  This study is not dealing with the penalty of sin, but the power of sin.  Christ also won victory over the power of sin and makes that victory available to believers who learn how to utilize His victory.

To experience victory over personal sins in one’s own Christian life, the believer             

must deal directly with his old sin nature, and not with his personal sins themselves.

“Operation KRY” [ “K A S T” ] is an acrostic that stands for “Know, Reckon  [Acknowledge], and Yield  [Submit]  and  [Thanksgiving].”  The concept is found in the language of Romans 6:6, 11, 13 [ 17 ] in the King James Version.

Romans 6:6  
-  Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin.  

Romans 6:11  
-  Likewise reckon  [Acknowledge]  ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Romans 6:13  -  Neither yield  [submit] ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield [submit]  yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God. 

Romans 6:17-18  17 -  But thanks be to God that though you were slaves of sin, you became obedient from the heart to that form of teaching to which you were committed,  18 and having been freed from sin, you became slaves of righteousness.   Romans,  Chpt. 6:  
K  Know
K   Know

R  Reckon
A   Acknowledge              

Y  Yield

S   Submit




T  Thanksgiving

Submitting to God and saying “no” to the OSN cannot be done passively.  One must aggressively establish wheeltracks of righteousness with at least as much zeal as he established wheeltracks of unrighteousness.
LESSON  #172   (1-10-06)
Romans 8:13 -  for if you are living according to the flesh, you must die [SUD]; but if by the Spirit you are
putting to death [v. pai] the deeds of the body, you will live [the abundant life].

We have looked at the Outer Man, Inner Man, and Old Man; Now we have a New Man.  When you deal with the Old Man, then you acquire a New Man. 

LESSON  #173   (1-12-06)
Col. 3:9-10  -  lie not one to another; seeing that ye have put off [pt. am]  the old man with his doings, and have put on [pt. am] the new man, that is being renewed [pt. pp] unto knowledge [because of B.D.] after the image of him [Jesus Christ] that created him [the recovered believer]:
In the sense that God made a judicial declaration rendering our old man inoperative through retroactive positional truth (RPT  Rom. 6:6), we have put off the old man at salvation.

In the sense that we became a new creature in Christ the moment we were born again, we have put on the new man at salvation.

Putting off the old man and putting on the new man is positional.  Putting off the deeds of the old man and putting on the deeds of the new man is experiential.  This means that the believer must make experiential, or bring to reality, that which is true of him positionally.  Putting off the deeds of the old man is done through renewing the new man by acquiring more knowledge of B.D.  

In this verse, the new man is renewed; in II Cor.4:16, the inner man is renewed day by day.    

The Greek word for renewed is the same in both verses, ANAKAINOO, pt.pp; ANA = again,   

KAINOS = new, not recent, but different. The two verses are saying the same thing. The new man and the inner man are one in the same and must be renovated through the acquisition of knowledge of God’s Word.

· With a knowledge of Romans 6:6, we know that the old man was put off at the moment of salvation.
· With a knowledge of Col.3:10, we know that the new man was put on at the moment of salvation.
LESSON  #174   (1-17-06)     CLOTHES  CLOSET  OVERLAY
Colossians 3:12-14   -  And so, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience;  13 bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you.  14 And beyond all these things put on love, which is the perfect bond of unity.

1.  Changing clothes in the soul of the believer – Col. 3:12-14

2.   Everyone has an old man living inside of him, and an old man’s clothes closet from which his clothing is selected.

3.  The moment someone is saved, he immediately becomes a new man and has a new man’s clothes closet, but the closet is empty. There are no clothes in his new.

4.  The Christian’s old man clothes closet is carried by him into his new Christian life as baggage from his pre-Christian life. A distinction should be made between the old man’s clothes closet and the clothes that are in it. The clothes in it are personal sin and human good options which react to circumstances of life. The believer who is influenced by his OSN fills this closet with human viewpoint and sinful solutions.
5.   Distinction should also be made between the new man’s clothes closet and the clothes in it. The new man’s clothes closet is that portion of the memory center reserved for storing new man’s clothing.  The clothes in it are divine options available to the spiritual believer as potential responses to the circumstances in his life. The believer influenced by the H.S. fills this closet with divine viewpoint or B.D.

6.  At birth, everyone is born with an empty old man’s closet that is gradually filled by learning human viewpoint. Believers are born again spiritually with an empty new man’s clothes closet which can be filled with divine viewpoint, Isa. 55:8-9.  Learning is a 

process that takes time. So neither closet is filled by one-shot lessons. They are repeated over and over again until thoroughly ingrained and usable.

7.   Salvation creates the new man’s clothes closet but it does not put any clothes in it.  

8.  Subsequent learning of B.D. furnishes us with spiritual clothes.  

a. Most believers go through life with little or no clothes in their new closets.

b. Believers can faithfully go to church and read their Bibles, but if they are not being taught new man’s thinking, such as mystery doctrines of the Church Age and spiritual dynamics, their closets will remain empty.

c. Every piece of information associated with Divine thought represents a piece of clothing that can be added to their new man’s clothes closets that will become more familiar, usable, and worn with repetition.  

d. A believer can have a closet full of new clothing, and then choose to put on his old sin nature’s comfortable, familiar clothing no matter how inappropriate it may be for the occasion.  

9.   Positive volition will trigger the new man’s thinking to search the new clothes in the soul’s memory center for the appropriate piece of clothing to put on for whatever the occasion or circumstance Biblically calls for.

10. Negative volition will trigger old man thinking to search through old clothing to put on for the same occasions or circum-stances that it has always chosen in the past. 

11.Once clothes have been chosen, a chain of events is set in motion.

a.  When a new man’s clothes closet is chosen:

1)  Faith searches through it for the appropriate new man’s clothing to wear. The H.S. helps to select and produce the proper piece of clothing or Bible doctrine that should be applied.

2)  Once the piece of clothing has been chosen, the believer must agree to put it on.
3)   If the believer agrees to put on the new man’s clothing that the H.S. selected, his apparel will be perfect for that occasion.

4)  If the believer refuses to put on new man’s clothing the H.S. has selected, he will automatically go to his easier, more familiar old man’s closet.

b.  When old man’s clothes are is chosen:

1)   Rationalism and empiricism search the old man’s clothes closet for the appropriate old clothing to wear. Old thinking from the OSN selects or produces improper pieces of clothing, sin or human good.

2) Once a piece of clothing has been chosen, the believer must agree or disagree to put it on.

3) If the believer agrees to put on the old clothing that the OSN has suggested, his apparel will not be right for the occasion.

4) If the believer refuses to put on the old man’s clothing, he will go to his new man’s closet for the proper apparel. 
12.  You cannot put on clothing from both closets at the same time, and clothing cannot be put in the wrong closet. Old clothing and new clothing cannot be mixed.  

13.  Putting on new clothing is the believer’s objective, and it can only be accomplished through the supernatural abilities of God the Holy Spirit.

14.  In Col. 3:12, we are told to “clothe ourselves” or “to put on” some things which are found in the list following the command in verse13 for us to forbear one another and to forgive one another. Then in verse 14, we are commanded to put on love which binds everything together.

15.   If our life is to have impact, we must have more in our spiritual arsenal than Rebound.  We must know that our old man is positionally dead which is the first major factor in being able to resist the temptation to sin. Then we are able to obey the commands to put him off or to ignore him and to put on the new man.  

16.  Knowing and applying Rebound is not enough to advance one to spiritual maturity.  It certainly is a vital component, but it cannot do the job by itself.

a. We all commit sins that we are not aware of committing, but they still cause us to become carnal.

b. Continuing to change rapidly from carnality to spirituality in an endless cycle is not the way to grow to spiritual maturity.  

17. If one does not know how to put off the old man, he will quickly fall back into carnality and the OSN will dominate the soul.

18. It is impossible for the new man to be renewed if the old man is dominating the soul.  And if the new man is not renewed, spiritual growth is stymied.
19. If the believer is not growing spiritually he reverts back to human viewpoint and old wheeltracks of unrighteousness, falling deeper and deeper into reversionism to become a loser in the angelic conflict.

20. It must be stated again that the new man needs to be renewed every day and that renewal is not a result of what we do, but what we learn. In order to do the many things that we are commanded to do, we must first learn what to do, how to do it, why we do it, and when to do it. 

LESSON  #175   (1-19-06)
Chapter  5
INTERIM  BODY,  OR  NO  INTERIM  BODY?

1. Doctrine of Walking:   The N.T. speaks of two kinds of walking:

a. Literal walking as a means of locomotion by means of physical energy.

b. Spiritual walking which is the modus operandi of C.A. believers executing God’s plan through spiritual energy or power.

c.    Walk in the Spirit, in the light, in newness of life, in love, by means of doctrine, and in a manner worthy of your station.

2 Corinthians 5:10  -  For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad  [worthless].

LESSON  #176   (1-24-06)
2 Corinthians 5:17-21  -  17 Therefore if any man is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come.  18 Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ, and gave us trespasses against them, and He has committed to us the word of reconciliation.  20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were entreating through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.  21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.

Chapter 6

2 Corinthians 6:14  14 Do not be bound together with unbelievers; for what partnership have righteousness and lawlessness, or what fellowship has light with darkness?
DOCTRINE OF SEPARATION   II Cor. 6:14-16, II Tim. 3:5, II Thes. 3:6 & 14, Rom. 16:17-18
LESSON  #177   (1-26-06)
DOCTRINE OF THE SHEKINAH   2 Corinthians 6:16  -  Or what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For we are the temple of the living God; just as God said, "I will dwell in them and walk among them; And I will be their God, and they shall be My people. The title, Shekinah, refers to the invisible presence of our Lord Jesus Christ in the Holy of Holies, enthroned on the mercy seat between the cherubs, Ex 25:21-22, and the cloud over the tabernacle and sometimes in the tabernacle.     
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Chapter  7

Comfort   Verses 4-9

2 Corinthians 7:9-10  9 Now I rejoice, not that ye were made sorry, but that ye sorrowed to repentance: for ye were made sorry after a godly manner, that ye might receive damage by us in nothing.  10 For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented of: but the sorrow of the world worketh death.

Expanded Translation (ET),  2 Corinthians 7:8  -  For though I caused you sorrow by my letter, I do not regret  [metamelomai, v. ppi]   it   [it was necessary];   though I did regret [v.ipi]  it   [it was hard to do]  for I see that that letter caused you sorrow, though only for a while [it was necessary for them to experience pain temporarily in order to straighten out].

2 Corinthians 7:9  -  I now rejoice, not that you were made sorrowful, but that you were made sorrowful to the point of repentance [ metanoia, a change of mind];  for you were made sorrowful according to the will  [standard]  of God, in order that you might not suffer loss in anything through us.

2 Corinthians 7:10  -  For sorrow, according to the standard of God, keeps on working out a change of mental attitude  [metanoeo] . . . directed toward deliverance  [from the sin unto death] . . . not to be regretted [metamelomai;  Paul was not sorry about the Corinthians having to being sorrowful to the point of finally changing their minds] . . . but sorrow, according to the standard of the world, keeps on working out death  [the sin unto death].

Wedding Supper overlay

LESSON  #178   (1-30-06)
1. The Bride is the Church.

2. The Church is made up of Church Age believers, including ones who do not have righteous acts.

3. But the Bride mentioned in Rev.19:7-9 who is invited to the Wedding Supper is only a portion of the Church Age believers. They are the ones who clothed themselves with the righteous acts of the Divine Good produced in the filling of the Holy Spirit during their earthly lives. Will believers who didn’t have any righteous acts get to go to the Wedding Supper? To answer this question, we must start with verse 7 and 4 different Bible versions:

	English Standard Version
	The King James Version
	New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update
	The New International Version

	7 Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and his Bride has made herself ready;
	7 Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready.
	7 “Let us rejoice and be glad and give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb has come and His bride has made herself ready.” 
	7 Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory! For the wedding of the Lamb has come, and his bride has made herself ready. 


All versions agree that “His bride has made herself ready”.  What does this mean?  It doesn’t mean that someone else made her ready, so that rules out God making her ready when He imputed His righteousness to her at salvation or when He burned up her human good at the Judgment Seat of Christ.  It appears that this phrase uses the word “Bride” in a generic fashion and refers to those believers in the Church Age who make themselves ready by learning and then executing the plan of God in their lives, producing righteous acts. This meaning is substantiated in the next verse.

	English Standard Version
	The King James Version
	New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update
	The New International Version

	
	
	
	

	8 it was granted her to clothe herself with fine linen, bright and pure” for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints.
	8 And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints. 
	8 It was given to her to clothe herself in fine linen, bright and clean; for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints. 
	8 Fine linen, bright and clean, was given her to wear.” [Fine linen stands for the righteous acts of the saints.] 


Both the NASB and the ESV say, “It was given [granted] to her to clothe herself in fine linen”. . .
It is the Bride who produces the action of clothing herself.  God gives all believers everything needed to clothe themselves. It is up to each believer whether or not he will take advantage of these grace provisions from God. The  KJV says, “she should be arrayed,” and the NIV  says, “was given to her to wear.”  In the English, it sounds as if someone other than the Bride performs the action of arraying or clothing the Bride.  But the Greek word translated “arrayed” in the KJV and “wear” in the NIV is in the aorist middle subjunctive. The subjunctive mood means that maybe she will and maybe she wont clothe herself, and only a portion of the Bride performs the action of clothing herself. In other words, some will and some wont clothe themselves with fine linen, bright and clean, described as righteous acts of the saints.
	English Standard Version
	The King James Version
	New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update
	The New International Version

	9 And the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.” And he said to me, “These are the true words of God.” 
	9 And he saith unto me, Write, Blessed are they which are called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb. And he saith unto me, These are the true sayings of God.
	9 Then he said to me, “Write, ‘Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.’ ” And he said to me, “These are true words of God.” 
	9 Then the angel said to me, “Write: ‘Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding supper of the Lamb!’” And he added, “These are the true words of God.” 


All  versions include the same phrase, “Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.”  It is true that the word “those” could refer to everyone collectively as the Bride, but it seems that if that was the intended meaning, some words would have to be left out, “Blessed is the Bride invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.”  Considering the two verses that precede this one, it makes sense that “those who are invited” refer to the believers who have clothed themselves with righteous acts.  

Differences Between the Wedding Supper and the Wedding Feast:

WEDDING  SUPPER




       WEDDING   FEAST
 Rev. 19:7-9





Matt. 22:1-14, 25:1-13, Luke 12:35-38

Is in heaven.





Is on earth.

Is not found in a parable.



              Is found in a parable.

For Church Age believers.



              For Tribulational believers.

The invitation is for a specific event

                             The invitation is a general appeal to both believers and for  

For believers only, but not for


             unbelievers to accept the gospel. The wedding hall is 

all believers, only those who are                                                       filled with believers, but only those properly clothed are properly clothed.                                                                                               admitted into the Wedding Feast, Matt. 22:10-14
Similarities Between the Wedding Supper and the Wedding Feast:
WEDDING  SUPPER




         WEDDING   FEAST
The issue:  a person must be ready and

         The issue:  a person must be ready and dressed properly               properly attired in order to attend the

                         in order to attend the Wedding Feast.                              

Wedding Supper.

A note in my Bible for Matt. 25:1 says, “There were two phases to Jewish weddings. First, the bridegroom went to the bride’s house to obtain his bride and observe certain religious ceremonies. Then he took her to his own home for a resumption of the festivities. Christ will take His bride, the church, to heaven before the tribulation period begins; then He will return with His bride at His second coming to the marriage feast on earth. The virgins represent the professing Jewish remnant on earth at His return.”

LESSON  #179   (2-2-06)

Chapter  8

1.  Now the subject changes and the next few chapters will be dealing with the subject of giving.

2.  Principal #1:  Giving is a mental attitude rather than an amount of money donated.

3.  Principal #2:  True giving is always done voluntarily, apart from any pressure or compulsion.
4.  Principal #3:  Christian giving is a privilege associated with grace.

5.  Principal #4:  Giving is a soul activity.  Neither the amount of the gift nor the quality of the gift is emphasized.

6.  Principal #5:  Giving is an extension of spiritual stability in the believer and is not based on emotions.

7.  PRINCIPAL #6:  True Christian giving is love giving, not law giving.

8.  PRINCIPLE #7:  Money given by believers to the Lord’s ministry must be administered properly.

Chapter  9

9.  PRINCIPLE #8:  The noble activity of believers based on B.D. encourages other believers to act nobly also.  The zeal of one believer can stimulate it in other believers.

10.PRINCIPLE #9:   Don’t give when you are out of fellowship.  

11. PRINCIPLE #10:  Giving according to the principle of grace guarantees blessing.
12. 2 Corinthians 9:7  -   Let each one do just as he has purposed in his heart; not grudgingly or under compulsion; for God loves a cheerful giver.
Conclusion of Chapter 9

· Giving is a mental attitude.

· God provides everything in giving, both spiritual and material, the mental attitude and the money.

· Money received from God in logistical grace is added, money given in grace by believers is multiplied.

· Grace giving is divine good that comes from doctrinal motivation + F/HS.  Impulsive giving is human good that comes from emotional motivation + OSN.  In other words,  we must give on the basis of what we know and not on the basis of what we feel.

Chapter  10

The Judaizers accused Paul of “walking in the flesh” but Paul explained that he was “walking in the flesh”, meaning in a 

human body, but he was not “walking according to the flesh”, meaning that he was not being controlled by his OSN.

2 Corinthians 10:3-5  -  3 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh,  4 for the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but divinely powerful for the destruction of fortresses.  5 We are destroying speculations [KJV casting down imaginations, NIV we demolish arguments]and every lofty thing raised up against the knowledge of God, and we are taking every thought captive to the obedience of Christ, destroying  [pt. pa] speculations [assumptions];  

What are these fortresses?  Religion, racial prejudice, materialism, pride, sexual perversion, politics, global government, the idea that government should take care of us and that only it has the best solutions, anti-corporal punishment, the feminist agenda, ecumenicalism, subjugating Americans to international organizations, courts, and treaties, out-of-control spending, public and private, celebrity worship, the homosexual agenda, anti-semitism, ACLU, the UN, etc. etc. etc.

LESSON  #180   (2-7-06)

People who are ignorant of Bible doctrine assume:

· That they can get along just fine without it.

· That they know more than they really do.

· That making decisions on the basis of their feelings is fine.

· That the religious beliefs of their parents should never be questioned.

· That salvation and blessings depend upon morality.

· That everything is relative and that the Bible can mean anything a person wants it to mean.

Spiritual Weapons and Spiritual Warfare,      II Cor. 10:1-5

WEAPON #1    -   TRUTH / BIBLE DOCTRINE    Conquered the pagan city of Nineveh, Jonah.
WEAPON #2    -    LOVE    Breached the gap between two men or opposite sides of the political spectrim. David and Jonathan.

WEAPON #3    -   +R / INTEGRITY    Experiential righteousness that produces obedience to God and excludes pride or self-righteousness.

WEAPON #4   -    PRAYER   Faith is reliance on the direct activity of God in human life. Prayer is the request for that activity, Isaiah 37:21-22  and  Isaiah 37:33-36.  We must not forget the importance of prayer.  Prayer destroys strongholds and humbles pride by calling into activity forces superior to those "principalities and powers,"  and those "world rulers of present darkness" cf, Eph. 6:12.   
We tend to blame the ills of our day on the people who are causing trouble, on liars, thieves, cheaters, deceivers, drug dealers, crooks, bandits, murderers, and politicians.  But are these the real villains?  They are but pawns of the real villains, Satan and his hordes of fallen angels.  All weapons and methods used by the natural man to overcome evil are totally ineffective.  Why?  Because they attack the symptoms instead of the cause.  The solution is found in  Ephesians 6:10  -  Finally, be strong in the Lord, and in the strength of His might.

Warfare of Saints
1.     Is not after the flesh, 2 Cor 10:3  - For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh, 

2.     Is a good warfare, 1 Tm 1:18,19  - This command , Timothy, my son, in accordance with the prophecies previously made concerning you, that by them you may fight the good fight,. 

3.     Called the good fight of faith, 1 Tm 6:12  -  Fight the good fight of faith;

4.     Is against
a. The devil,. 2 Cor 2:11 -  in order that no advantage be taken of us by Satan; for we are not ignorant of   his schemes.; Gen 3:15; Eph 6:12; Jas 4:7; 1Pe 5:8; Re 12:17. 
b.  The flesh, 1 Pe 2:11  - Beloved, I urge you as aliens and strangers to abstain from fleshly lusts, which wage war against the soul.  Rom 7:23; 1 Cor 9:25-27; 2Cor 12:7; Ga 5:17. 
c.  Enemies, Ps 38:19; But my enemies are vigorous and strong; And many are those who hate me wrongfully, 56:2; 59:3. 

d.  The world, John 16:33  -  In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the  world." 1John 5:4,5. 

5.     Often arises from the opposition of friends or relatives.; Mt 10:36  -  and a man's enemies will be the members of his household.  Mic 7:6
LESSON  #181   (2-9-06)
6.     To be carried on

a.     With steadfastness in the faith, 1 Cor 16:13  - Be on the alert, stand firm in the faith, act like  men, be strong.1Pe 5:9; Heb 10:23. 

b.     With earnestness, Jude 1:3  - I felt the necessity to write to you appealing that you contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints.  

c.     With watchfulness, 1 Pet 5:8  -  Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls about like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 1Cor 16:13, 1Th 5:6; 

d.     With endurance or hardness, 2Tm 2:3  - Suffer hardship with me, as a good soldier of Christ Jesus. 

e.     With self-denial, 1Cor 9:25-27  -  And everyone who competes in the games exercises self-control in all things 

f.     With confidence in God, Ps 27:1 & 3  - The LORD is my light and my salvation; Whom shall I fear? The LORD is the defense of my life; Whom shall I dread? 3 Though a host encamp against me, My heart will not fear; Though war arise against me, In spite of this I shall be confident.  

g.     With prayer, Ps 35:1-2  - A Psalm of David. Contend, O LORD, with those who contend with me; Fight against those who fight against me.  2 Take hold of buckler and shield, And rise up for my help. Eph 6:18. 
h.     Without earthly entanglements, 2 Tm 2:4  -  No soldier in active service entangles himself in the affairs of everyday life, so that he may please the one who enlisted him as a soldier.

8.     Saints
a.     Are all engaged in. Php 1:30  -  For to you it has been granted for Christ's sake, not only to believe in Him, but also to suffer for His sake,  30 experiencing the same conflict which you saw in me,  

b.     Must stand firm in. Eph 6:13,14  -  therefore, take up the full armor of God, that you may be able to resist in the evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm.  

c.     Encouraged in. 1 John 4:4   -  You are from God, little children, and have overcome them; because   greater is He who is in you than he who is in the world.  Isa 41:11,12; 51:12; Mic 7:8; 

d.     Helped by God in. Isaiah 41:13   -  For I am the LORD your God, who upholds your right hand, Who says to you, 'Do not fear, I will help you.'  Ps 118:13 . 

e.      Protected by God in. Ps 140:7  -  O God the Lord, the strength of my salvation, Thou hast  covered my head in the day of battle.  

f.      Comforted by God in. 2 Cor 7:5   -  But God, who comforts the depressed, comforted us . . . 

g.    Strengthened by God in. Isa 41:10  - Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God:  will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness. Ps 20:2; 27:14; 

h.    Strengthened by Christ Ian.   2 Tim 4:18  - But the Lord stood with me, and strengthened me, 2 Cor 12:9.
i.     Delivered by Christ in. 2 Timothy 4:18  -  The Lord will deliver me from every evil deed, and will bring me safely to His heavenly kingdom; to Him be the glory forever and ever.

j.    Thank God for victory in. 1 Cor 15:57  -  thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. Rom 7:25.
9.     Armor
a.     Girdle of truth, Eph 6:14. 

b.     Breastplate of righteousness, Eph 6:14. 

c.     Preparation of the gospel, Eph 6:15. 

d.     Shield of faith, Eph 6:16. 

e.     Helmet of salvation, Eph 6:17; 1Th 5:8. 

f.      Sword of the Spirit, Eph 6:17. 

g.     Called armor of God, Eph 6:11. 

h.     Called armor of righteousness, 2 Cro 6:7. 

i.      Called armor of light, Rom 13:12. 
j.      Not carnal, 2 Cor 10:4. 

k.     Mighty through God, 2 Cor 10:4,5. 

l.      The whole, is required, Eph 6:13. 

m.    Must be put on, Rom 13:12; Eph 6:11. 

n.     To be on right hand and left, 2 Cor 6:7. 

10.     Victory is 

a.     From God, 2 Cor 2:14  - But thanks be to God, who always leads us in His triumph in Christ,

b.     Through Christ, Rom 7:25; 1Cor 15:27; 2Cor 12:9; Rev 12:11. 

c.     By faith, Heb 11:33-37; 1Jn 5:4,5. 

d.     Over the devil, Rom 16:20; 1Jn 2:14. 

e.     Over the flesh, Rom 7:24,25; Ga 5:24. 

f.      Over the world, 1Jn 5:4,5. 

g.     Over all that exalts itself, 2 Cor 10:5. 

h.     Over death and the grave, Isa 25:8; 26:19; Hos 13:14; 1Cor 15:54,55. 

i.       Triumphant, Rom 8:37  -  But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us. 2 Cor 10:5. 
11.     They who overcome shall
a.     Eat of the tree of life, Rev. 2:7. 

b.     Be clothed in white raiment, (uniform of glory) Rev. 3:5. 

c.     Be pillars in the temple of God, Rev. 3:12. 

d.     Sit with Christ in his throne, Rev. 3:21. 
e.     Have a white stone, and, in it a new name written, Rev. 2:17. 

f.      Have power over the nations, Rev. 2:26. 

g.     Have the name of God written upon them by Christ, Rev. 3:12. 

h.     Inherit all things, Rev. 21:7. 

i.      Be confessed by Christ before God the Father, Rev. 3:5. 

j.
 Not be hurt by the second death, Rev. 2:11. 

k.    Not have their names blotted out of the book of life, Rev. 3:5. 


LESSON  #182   (2-14-06)
FACTS  ON  FALLEN  ANGELS








1. Fallen angels have names, Lk.8:30, Rev.9:11.
2. They speak, Lk.4:34, 41; 8:28; Mt.8:29; Mk.5:12; Acts 19:15.
3. They know who Jesus is, Lk.4:34.
4. They know of future damnation, Mt.8:29.
5. They know the saved from the unsaved, Rev.9:4.
6. They are able to formulate a Satan-centered systematic theology, I Tm.4:1.

7. They possess great strength, Ex.8:7;7:11-12; Dan.10:13; Mk.5:2-4; 9:17-26; Acts 19:16; 2 Cor.10:4-5; Rev.9:15-19.

8. They experience fear, Lk.8:28; Ja.2:19.

9. There are unchained angels, having a certain amount of freedom at the present time, Ps.78:49; Eph.6:12; Rev.12:7-9.

10. There are chained angels having no freedom at the present time in a place called Tartarus, 2 Pet.2:4, Jude 6

11. There are evil angels who rule over the nations of this world, Dan.10:13.

12. A wicked angel named Legion headed up a large group of fallen spirits that had possessed the maniac of Gadara, Mk.5:9.
13. The bottomless pit is under the control of an angel called Abaddon in the Hebrew and Apollyon in the Greek, Rev.9:11.
14. Four military angels will lead a hellish army 200 million strong during the latter part of theTribulation, Rev.9:15-16.

15. These four angels are now bound in the Euphrates River, Rev.9:14.

16. They will eventually be cast into the lake of fire forever, Mt.25:41; 2 Pet.2:4, Jude 6.
17. Evil angels will be judged by Christ and his Church, 1 Cor.6:3.
II Cor. 10:7 - You are looking at things as they are outwardly…  Believers are so superficial because they continually use only human viewpoint.  They have no idea that rulers, dark powers, and spiritual forces of wickedness are busy working behind the scenes.  Acknowledging the spiritual forces working behind the scene motivates us to utilize the power of prayer.

2 Corinthians 4:18   -  while we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen;  for the things which are seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal.  Most of what we see and hear is not what it seems. Satan is the master of disguise and counterfeit. He camouflages his conniving schemes with a thin veil of truth..

LESSON  #183   (2-16-06)
Chapter  11

1.  Paul was aware that many Corinthians were being deceived, and he confronted them about accepting, another Christ, another spirit [because the neuter form of “pneuma” is used meaning personality, state of mind, or way of life], and another gospel.
2.  ARMINIAN  CALVINIST   PARTAKER,  Heb. 3:14.   

3.  2 Corinthians 11:13-15  -  For such men are false apostles, deceitful workers, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ.  14 And no wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light.  15 Therefore it is not surprising if his servants also disguise themselves as servants of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their deeds.

Mt. 7:15  - Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves.

4.  2 Cor. 11:20   -  for you tolerate it if anyone enslaves you, anyone devours you, anyone takes advantage of you, anyone exalts himself, anyone hits you in the face.  Also Psa. 53:4.  

LESSON  #184   (2-21-06)
5.  There are five “ifs” in this verse and all of them are first class conditional clauses.   

1)  To be enslaved,  KATADOULOO  (v. pai,  to be completely dominated, to involuntarily lose one’s freedom. However, the Corinthians voluntarily lost theirs by listening to the false propaganda, by brain-washing themselves, and then by swallowing it hook, line and sinker.

2)  To be devoured,  KATESTHIO  v.pai,  to be eaten up, to be taken advantage of. This is when someone takes and takes until there is nothing left and he never gives anything back.

"The Emerging Church;"  Our Dissipating Freedoms 

LESSON  #185   (2-23-06)
Chapter  12

1. Verse 2-4  Paul had an out-of-body experience called death.

2. Dreams and Visions  




. 

a. 2 Tim. 3:16  -  All scripture is God breathed, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be complete , thoroughly furnished unto all good works.  The early church pastors and congregations where instructed to seek their teaching and guidance from the Scriptures. If dreams and visions were operable, then they would have been included.

 b. A Church Age believer has something the Jews did not have. He has God the Holy Spirit indwelling him whose ministry is to illuminate God's written word, John 16:13.
      c. Many times, Old Testament dreams and visions required an interpreter. However, God did not give us even a hint as to how we are to interpret dreams or visions in the N.T.  If dreams and visions of a few modern-day Christians today were truly from God, then God would have given us a way to authenticate, interpret, and verify them.

     d. The very nature of dreams and visions makes them somewhat unclear, and therefore, not the best method of communication. Written instruction is far superior. God has chosen to communicate in a clearer way to the church by means of a written record of revelation. 

Hebrews 1:1-2  -  In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways, has in the last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he has appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds.

    e.  You cannot separate the Lord Jesus from His word.  Hebrews 1:1-2  tells us that today, God is speaking through the Bible which is His word.  John 1:1  states that Christ is the word, and Revelation 19:13 confirms it. The Word is Christ, and Christ is the Word. The Word in I Cor. 2:16  is “the mind of Christ”.
3. Verse 7 –10  The Thorn in the Flesh.  

a.   Thorns are used as a curse for sin for man and nature, Gen. 3:18.
b.   The unconquered inhabitants were said to be a thorn in the side of Israel, Num. 33:55, Judges 2:3.

c.   The thorn is used as an analogy for negative volition towards Bible doctrine,  Prov. 22:5, 26:9.

d.   The removal of the curse during the Millennium is demonstrated by the removal of thorns, Isa. 55:13, Ezek. 28:24.
e.   Thorns are related to economic woes in an agricultural economy, Jer. 12:13. 

f.    Thorns are used for the details of life that are a distraction and help to cause neg. vol. towards B.D., Matt. 13:7 & 22.
g.   Thorns were used in the crown Jesus Christ wore on the cross to demonstrate that the cross must come before the real crown, Matt. 27:29.  The thorns are identified with sins, and He had to take care of the sin problem first.

h.   The thorn is used to express pain and suffering that encourages the growth of grace-orientation, II Cor. 12:7.
i.    Believers either produce fruit or they produce thorns, Heb. 6:7-8.
4.   2 Corinthians 12:9  -  And He has said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in weakness." Most gladly, therefore, I will rather boast about my weaknesses, that the power of Christ may dwell in me.


This verse refers to undeserved suffering, not divine discipline. God did not speak this audibly to Paul.

LESSON  #186   (2-28-06)
5.  2 Corinthians 12:10  -  Therefore I am well content with weaknesses  [underserved suffering],  with insults  [people testing],   with distresses [thought testing],  with persecutions  [system testing],  with difficulties  [disaster testing],  for Christ's sake; for when I am weak, then I am strong.


Have you reached the level of spiritual maturity where you are able to join Paul in being content with the things listed above?

For the person who lets his problems drive him to dependence on the Lord, comfort is on the way!

6.  God will never leave us nor forsake us.

Deut. 31:8  -  And the LORD is the one who goes ahead of you; He will be with you. He will not fail you or forsake you. Do not fear, or be dismayed.  

7.  We will never be tested beyond what we are able to bear.

I Cor. 10:13   -  No testing has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tested beyond what you are able, but with the testing will provide the way of escape also, that you may be able to endure it.
8.  Suffering does not last forever. 

II Cor. 4:17,  -  For momentary, light affliction is producing for us an eternal weight of glory far beyond all comparison.  Psa 30:5 -   Weeping may last for the night, but a shout of joy comes in the morning.  Rom. 8:18  -  For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us.  1 Pet. 5:10  -  And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who called you to His eternal glory in Christ, will Himself perfect, confirm, strengthen and establish you.
LESSON  #187   (3-2-06)
Chapter  13

1.   In verse 3, the Corinthians question if Christ was speaking to them through Paul.  In verse 5, Paul questions them to 

 see if they were in the faith. Paul was not asking them to check to see if they were truly saved or not.

2.  The Bible never commands us to examine ourselves to see if we are truly, eternally saved. Some people distort II Peter 1:10-11 and Romans 11:20-22 into meaning that we have to keep on making sure we are saved.  

II Peter 1:10-11
10﻿﻿So then, my brothers, be all the more eager to make your calling and election certain, for if   [3rd class]  you keep on doing this you will never fail.﻿﻿﻿ ﻿11﻿﻿For in this way you will be generously granted entry into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.﻿
Is this saying that if you neglect to keep doing this, you will not enter the kingdom?

Romans 11:20-22

19 You will say then, “Branches were broken off so that I might be grafted in.” 20) Quite right, they were broken off for their unbelief, but you stand  [v. rai]  by your faith. Do not be conceited, but fear; 21) for if  [1st class]  God did not spare the natural branches, He will not spare you, either. 22) Behold then the kindness and severity of God; to those who fell, severity, but to you, God’s kindness if  [3rd class]  you continue in His kindness; otherwise you also will be cut off.

What does being “cut off” mean?

3.   Hyper-Calvinism distorts eternal security

T  -  Total Depravity

U  -  Unconditional Election

L  -  Limited Atonement 

I   -  Irresistible Grace 
P  -  Perseverance of the Saints

4. Misunderstood verses:

1 Corinthians 15:1-2  -  Now I make known to you, brethren, the gospel which I preached to you, which also you received, in which also you stand  [v. rai],  2 by which also you are saved, if you hold fast the word which I preached to you, unless you believed in vain.
      Colossians 1:21-23   -  And although you were formerly alienated and hostile in mind, engaged in evil deeds,  22 yet He has now reconciled you in His fleshly body through death, in order to present you before Him holy and blameless and beyond reproach,  23 if indeed you continue in the faith, firmly established and steadfast, and not moved away from the hope of the gospel that you have heard,

2 Peter 3:17-18  - Therefore, dear friends, since you already know this, be on your guard so that you may not be carried away by the error of lawless men and fall from your secure position. But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and forever!  Amen.

James 5:19-20  -  My brethren, if any among you strays from the truth, and one turns him back,  20 let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his way will save his soul from death, and will cover a multitude of sins.
Hebrews 10:39  -  But we are not of those who draw back to perdition, but of those who believe to the saving of the soul.

1 Timothy 5:8   -  But if  [1st class]  anyone does not provide for his own, and especially for those of his household, he has denied the faith, and is worse than an unbeliever.

Hebrews 2:1  -  We must pay more careful attention, therefore, to what we have heard, so that we do not drift away.  2 For if  [1st class] the message spoken by angels was binding, and every violation and disobedience received its just punishment,  3 how shall we escape if we ignore such a great salvation?

5.  Verse 6   - It wasn’t Paul or those with him who were failing the test.

6.  Verse 7  -  Paul was explaining that the issue was not him.  It has never been the man but the message that matters.

7. Verse 8-9  - There is nothing that Paul or anyone else can do to neutralize God’s Word, but he could analyze it, illustrate it,  

                         and teach it.

8.  Verse 10  -  Paul didn’t want to use his authority to straighten them out but was hoping that his epistle would do it.   

9.  Verse 11-14   -  Paul’s farewell.  He gives them five commands as he signs off. Do you remember what they are?

A proper understanding of Eternal Security is necessary to distinguish the two different meanings of “saved” and “salvation”. 





                 Positional  and  Experiential  Sanctification





      TERM                     TYPE           TIME      LOCATION    STATUS





OL     OLD TESTAMENT  REVELATION


God spoke by angels to Abraham and Lot in Genesis 18-19.  


 By dreams to Daniel in Dan. 10:10-2.


3.  In visions, Isa. 1:1, Ezek. 1:1, 8:3, 11:24, 43:3, Dan. 7:1, 8:1, 10:1. �4. By miracles, Ex. 3:2, Moses and the burning bush. Judges 6:37-39, Gideon's wool fleece. �5. By voice directly, Ex. 19, to Moses I Sam. 3, to young Samuel. �6. Through an inner voice, Jer. 46:1. �7. By casting lots, Jonah 1:7, Prov. 16:33. 











