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2 peter 1:13-16
LESSON #18  (5-8-08)     
2 Peter 1:13-15











And I consider it right, as long as I am in this earthly dwelling, to stir you up by way of reminder,  14) knowing that the laying aside of my earthly dwelling is imminent, as also our Lord Jesus Christ has made clear to me.  15) And I will also be diligent that at any time after my departure you may be able to call these things to mind.

1. And I consider it right  [or]  therefore I think it right. . . HEGEOMAI ((hgeomai) v. pdi; think,consider, lead, rule. Peter knew he would die soon but rather than giving way to his emotions, he was thinking and leading. There was no self-pity, only thoughtfulness and love for those under his charge.

right . . . DIKAIOS (dikaios) adj. asf; conforming to the standard, will, or character of God; upright, righteous, good; just, right; proper; in a right relationship with God.

2. as long as I am in this earthly dwelling . . . SKENOMA (skhnwma) n. dsn;  tent, hut, tabernacle, dwelling, habitation.  The word earthly is not here, however the word does mean the temporary aspect of the body/tent that we have while on earth. He is saying, “as long as I keep on living in Phase 2”.

2 Corinthians 5:1  -  For we know that if the earthly tent which is our house is torn down, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.

LESSON #19  (5-13-08)     
3.  to stir you up . . .  DIEGEIRO (diegeirw)  inf. pa; to stir up, to wake up, to arouse.  DIA  =  through  + EGEIRO  =  to rise from sleep. This same word is used in 2 Peter 3:1  - This is now, beloved, the second letter I am writing to you in which I am stirring up your sincere mind by way of reminder . . .

4.   The semantic range of this word does not necessarily include stimulation of the emotions.  The emotions may or may not be involved but they certainly are not required or necessary.

5.  The everyday grind of life can cause us to become dull, lethargic, distracted, sleepy. We all need to be encouraged and reminded from time to time as to what is really important. It is an appeal to be consistent in eating our daily manna.  It is hard to overemphasize the importance of consistency in life, isn’t it?

6.   by way of reminder . . . So again we have a word that has to do with remembering.  It was extremely important to Peter that believers remember doctrine. The idea is that reminding others about doctrine wakes them up.  It’s not how much doctrine you’ve learned, but how much you remember that will help you when under pressure.  

7.   Verse 14  -  knowing that the laying aside of my earthly dwelling is imminent. . .  He is not shaken, he is not weeping or wailing or falling apart. Why? Because he understands the doctrine of death, because he knows 1) that to be absent from the body is to be face-to-face with the Lord; 2) he understands the principle that he goes to be with the Lord at death; 3) there is no more sorrow, no more pain, the old things are passed away, 4) he knows he has a mansion in heaven, 5) he knows he has “an inheritance, incorruptible and undefiled, fading not away, reserved in heaven for those who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation, ready to be revealed in the last time (1 Peter 1:5).”  He knows these things. He is not a bit upset.  

8.    as also our Lord Jesus Christ has made clear to me . . . Our Lord gave Peter information concerning his death, John 21:18-19.  After Jesus spoke to him about this, Peter asked the Lord in what way John would die, and Jesus essentially told him to mind his own business.

9.    Verse 15  -  And I will also be diligent . . . SPOUDAZO (spoudazw) v. fai; he had already used this word in verse 10 and will use it again in verse 14 of chapter 3.  It means to make every effort, to be zealous, to be eager, to be diligent.

10.     that at any time after my departure [exodus] you may be able to call these things to mind . . .  POIEO (poiew) inf. pa; to make, do, cause, bring about,  MNEME (mnhmh) n. asf; remembrance, memory, recollection, recall, especially when under pressure.

LESSON #20-21  (5-20 through 5-22-08)   
11. The most important thing to Peter was that the believers he had taught and loved so much, remember doctrine.  Do you ever review doctrines that you have been taught?  What can you recall about: 

See Visuals and Bible Doctrines as these are reviewed.    
The Essence Box
          

The OSN 

 

The ECS 



Baptism (3 ritual / 4 real)

The Great White Throne

The Four Divine Institutions

Reversionism (8 stages)

Sanctification (3 types)

Testing (5 categories) 

Rebound (2 circles)
Grace (6 types)
Faith Alone in Christ Alone
The Holy Spirit (5 ministries)
The Judgment Seat of Christ 

Eternal Security

The Plan of God (7 Imputations)
Human Good vs. Divine Good
Spiritual Gifts – Past & Present

The Faith-Rest Drill 
                        
Super Grace (6 categories)  
Dispensations
The Divine Domain
Operation Z
The Grace Pipeline

4 Operating Laws for Bel.

Personal Love vs. Uncon. Love

Deity of Christ
LESSON #22  (5-27-08)     

See 6 Types Of Grace  & Edification Complex Of The Soul Visuals
six catagories of super grace blessings

1.  Spiritual blessings
a. The ability to correctly interpret contemporary history and evaluate current events in the light of the Word of God.

b. Freedom from slavery to circumstances of life and adaptability to changing circumstances. 
c. Grace-orientation, freedom-orientation, authority-orientation, and common sense.

d. A total sense of security, whether in prosperity or disaster.

2.  Temporal blessings
a.  Wealth, either received or acquired.

b.  Professional prosperity:  great influence, leadership dynamics, success, promotion, recognition in one's sphere of life.  When God promotes you, you are qualified for the job. The ability to assume responsibility and authority without emotional inspiration or pseudo motivation.

c.  Social prosperity, great friends.

d.  Sexual prosperity with one's spouse.

e.  Technical prosperity or mental prosperity:  the ability to think, and concentrate increase.

f.   Cultural prosperity:  maximum enjoyment of drama, art, literature, music, history.

g.  Establishment prosperity:  enjoyment of freedom, privacy, protection of life and property from criminals and reprisal.

h.  Health.

3.  Blessings by association
a.  Those around a mature believer are blessed by association or relationship with that person.  The supergrace believer shares his blessings with others.

b.  There are peripheral areas of blessing by association such as loved ones, business associates, social friends, and those in one’s local church.

c.  There are also geographical blessings for the supergrace believer's city, state, and nation.

4.  Historical blessings  

2 Tim. 1:5    The mature believer carries his generation. He stabilizes his generation and becomes a stabilizer for future historical generations.  But the supergrace believer rides on the crest of the wave of blessing.  He rises above historical disaster.
5.  Dying blessings or dying grace   

a   Every believer has a choice in time between being positive to Bible doctrine and receiving dying grace, or being negative to doctrine and dying the sin unto death. The curse of death with its pain and fear is removed.  

b.  It is the antithesis of the sin unto death. The perfect happiness of the supergrace believer in time is exceeded by his +H in dying grace. Therefore, the mature believer has the best of life, better in dying, and better than the best for all eternity.  Ps. 116:15  -  Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His godly ones.
6.  Undeserved suffering
a.  Only in time does God have the opportunity to give us pressure, disaster, and undeserved suffering to prove to Satan and the fallen angels that Bible doctrine can handle any situation.

b.  God gives us the ability to handle suffering and He turns our suffering into blessing, Rom. 8:28.
c.  The supergrace believer's ability to handle undeserved suffering glorifies God and becomes evidence against Satan in his appeal trial.

d.  Undeserved suffering is also used by God to help you keep your eyes on God and your focus an eternity, Rev. 2:10; 2 Cor. 12:9-10.

e.  Undeserved suffering teaches us the value of Bible doctrine, Ps. 119:67-71.
f.   Undeserved suffering is designed to manifest the ministry of God the Holy Spirit, 2 Cor. 4:8-11.
g.  Undeserved suffering is designed to put muscle on your faith and occupy you with eternal values, Rom. 8:36, 5:3-5.
LESSON #23  (5-29-08)     

See Dispensations Overlay

LESSON #24  (6-3-08)     

See 5-27-08 Baptisms Power Point
RITUAL BAPTISIMS  are Wet:
1. Bapt. of Jesus, Matt. 3:13-17. The water represented the will of God the Father.
2. Bapt. by John, Matt. 3:1-11, John 1:25-33.  The water represented the kingdom of heaven.
3. Believer’s Baptism  – Acts 10:47-48. The water represented identification with Jesus Christ in His death  and with His resurrection.

LESSON #25  (6-5-08)     

REAL BAPTISMS are Dry:
1. Bapt. of Moses, 1 Cor. 10:2. Parting of the Red Sea.
2. Bapt. of Fire, Matt. 3:11, 13:25, Luke 3:16.  Unbelievers identified with fire at the 2nd Advent.
3. Bapt. of the Cross or Cup, Matt. 20:22, Luke 12:5. Christ identified with our sins on the cross.
4. Bapt. of the Holy Spirit, Acts 1:5, Rom. 6:3, 4:1.  Believers are identified with Jesus Christ.

God the Holy Spirit’s Ministries To Us

LESSON #26  (6-10-08)

The Church Age was ushered in by receiving God the Holy Spirit in 3 Phases:     

l.  Acts 2:37-38,     Pentecost for Jews; Baptized with water before receiving H.S.

2. Acts 8:14-18,    Samaritans; Received H.S. with the laying on of hands

3. Acts 10:42-48, Gentiles; Received H.S., then were baptized with water

    Acts 19, 12,      Stragglers; Received H.S. after the laying on of hands and baptism with water

Review FLOORS 1-6 of THE DIVINE DOMAIN

LESSON #27  (6-12-08)    

Personal Sense Of Eternal Destiny

3 Phases of The Spiritual Life

God’s Unconditional Love 

LESSON #28  (6-17-08)     

See Visual:  VERSES  Faith Alone, Et.Sec, - Law, JSC  
Church Age believers are NOT under the Mosaic Law:  I Tm.4:1-4, Col.2:16, Acts 10:10-15, Gal.3:10-13, 24-27, 4:4-5, Acts  20:7, Rom.7:4

personal Love for God Must precede Unconditional Love For All

Occupation With Christ:  The surpassing value of knowing Christ & thinking His thoughts

+ HAPPINESS; 
LESSON #29-33  (6-19 through 7-3-08)     

We are free from the Mosaic Law and fulfill a higher law in Christ by being filled with the Holy Spirit.

5 JUDGMENTS, The Judgment Seat Of Christ; Divine Good vs human good

See Visuals:  

VERSES Faith Alone, Et.Sec, - Law, JSC  

Judgments, 

Operation Z,  

The Grace Pipeline,  

8 Stages Of Reversionism   

LESSON #34-38  (7-8 through 7-22-08)

7 Imputations: Ingenius Opportunities Towards Receiving Surpassing Grace Riches For All Eternity; 

4 Operating Laws For Believers: What Is OK To Do & What Is Not
Review  Laws of Liberty, Expediency, Love, & Supreme Sacrifice; 

Human Good VS Divine Good: Unacceptable Good Produced In Carnality VS Rewardable GOOD Produced In F/HS, Wisdom, Love, & +R 

3 Catagories of Love:  

(1) Personal Love For God Enables & Empowers 

(2) Unconditional Love For Others which is a superior, VIRTUE LOVE 

(3) Sexual Love;   

5 Catagories Testing:  

(1) People 

(2) Thought 
(3) System 

(4) Disaster    

(5) Prosperity Testing, the hardest one    

SPIRITUAL  GIFTS 
LESSON #39  (7-29-08)     

1. The Greek noun CHARISMA for spiritual gifts is based on the word CHARIS meaning grace.  

2. Jesus Christ first distributed spiritual gifts on the day of Pentecost, ten days after His ascension, according to Eph 4:7-8.  But since that time, the Holy Spirit distributes all spiritual gifts according to Heb 2:4 and 1 Cor 12:11. The Holy Spirit is the giver.  

1 Cor 12:11  -  But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually just as He wills.  

3. Every believer is given at least one spiritual gift, 1 Cor 12:7.

4. Spiritual gifts are not earned, not deserved, not developed, and not acquired through emotional experience. The believer’s spiritual gift becomes operational through normal spiritual growth.

TEMPORARY SPIRITUAL GIFTS were operational during the pre-canon period of the Church Age, i.e., from circa A.D. 30 on the day of Pentecost when the Church Age began to A.D. 96, called the pre-canon period of the Church Age.   

1. The GIFT OF APOSTLESHIP  was the highest spiritual gift and carried great responsibility and great authority. Apostles received and communicated new revelation, Eph 3:2-6. Apostles had the authority to administer discipline to believers, Acts 5:1-10; 1 Tim 1:20; 1 Co. 4:21; 2 Cor 13:2.. The apostle had to have been an eyewitness of the resurrected Lord, Acts 1:22; 1 Co. 9:1.

2. The GIFT OF PROPHECY did not mean national leadership like that of the O.T. prophets. This gift was second in order of merit and is so listed in 1 Cor 12:28.  It is also mentioned in Rom 12:6; 1 Cor 12:10, and 14:1-40 where it is presented in contrast to the gift of tongues.  
The gift of prophecy included a message of divine guidance or a warning of judgment, or a prediction about the immediate future.  In Acts 11, Agabus the prophet predicted the famine and depression to come.  He warned Paul not to go back to Jerusalem in Acts 21:10-11.
3. The GIFT OF MIRACLES is found in 1 Cor 12:28; 2 Cor 12:12. This temporary spiritual gift was designed to authenticate and certify communication gifts during the apostolic age.  Miracles were used by an apostle, a prophet, a pastor-teacher, or an evangelist like a credit card to verify that he had that communication gift.  The person who had a communication gift could perform a miracle at will. This was the sign that he was from God.

Of course, Satan has a clever system for duplicating miracles.  But there is no such thing as an  intermediary between you and God for the performance of miracles. There is no ceremony and no system of prayer for miracles. Believers who try to practice miracles today insult God, regarding Him as nothing above a genie.

4. The GIFT OF HEALING is mentioned in 1 Cor 12:9, 28, 30.  While miracles authenticated the person, healing certified the message.  Acts 19:11-12  tells of the spectacular nature of Paul’s healing gift, for a person only had to touch Paul to be healed instantly.
Later Paul could not heal two of his closest friends but, in fact, solicited prayer on their behalf becaise he could not heal. One was Epaphroditus in Phil 2:27; the other was Trophemus in 2 Tim 4:20; Paul had to leave Trophemus behind because he could not heal him.

5. The GIFT OF KNOWLEDGE, found in 1 Cor 12:8, 13:8, functioned whereby one had instant cognition of mystery doctrine. This was a spiritual gift whereby you had to know a Church Age doctrine without studying it because there was as yet no New Testament canon in writing to study. 

6. The GIFT OF WISDOM, found in 1 Cor 12:8, accompanied the gift of knowledge giving the ability to explain and apply the mystery doctrine taught by the gift of knowledge. Today, wisdom only comes with spiritual adulthood.
7. The GIFT OF DISCERNING SPIRITS, found in 1 Cor 12:10, was the gift of detecting false doctrine.  With the completion of the canon of Scripture, this gift was no longer necessary since the New Testament contains true doctrine and thereby exposes false doctrine.
8. The GIFT OF TONGUES  was designed to warn the Jews of the coming of the fifth cycle of discipline by evangelizing them in Gentile languages, Isa 28.  Tongues were the first of the temporary gifts to be removed in 70 A.D.
9. The INTERPRETATION OF TONGUES  in 1 Cor 12:10, 30, 14:26-28  was necessary because the gift of tongues was not to function without an interpreter being there also. This gift was the ability to translate the message of the one speaking in tongues.
LESSON #40  (7-31-08) 

I Cor.14  - . . . earnestly desire spiritual gifts. . . was speaking to the church collectively towards its most glorifying function.

Tongues will cease. 
I Cor.13:8-12,  Temporary spiritual gifts were visual training aids until the Canon was completed, “perfect”, TELEION, nom.neuter gender, and then the Canon to be replaced by meeting Jesus Christ face to face at the Rapture.

LESSON #41  (8-5-08) 

PERMANENT SPIRITUAL GIFTS  continue to function from the completion of the New Testament, 96 A.D., until the Rapture of the Church, whenever that occurs. The effectiveness of the believer’s spiritual gift depends on two categories of experiential sanctification.

(1)  The absolute concept is the filling of the Holy Spirit.

(2) The relative concept is a matter of your spiritual growth or lack of it.

A distinction must be recognized between natural abilities/talents and spiritual gifts. Your natural abilities are related to your physical birth and genetics;  spiritual gifts are related to regeneration.

There are two permanent Communication Gifts:  (1) the GIFT OF PASTOR-TEACHER and  (2) the GIFT OF EVANGELISM,   "Missionary" is not a spiritual gift; it is a function of the body of Christ. The communication gifts are given to male believers only, and they are given totally apart from human merit.    

Identification of the communication gifts is important because of the tremendous preparation that is necessary, but identification is not simple because it demands persistence in the perception of doctrine.  It is not connected with emotion. No feeling should lead or guide, but rather, men eventually know they have the gift as they grow in doctrine and gain confidence from that knowledge.

1.  The spiritual Gift Of Pastor-Teacher is the highest spiritual gift since the Canon of Scripture was completed. The evangelist must submit to the teaching of a pastor-teacher if he is to continue to grow spiritually because his gift carries no authority in the local church.

The pastor-teacher has the highest authority in the local church, Heb. 13:7&17.

R. B. Thieme Jr. says that communication gifts can function to some degree even when a believer is out of fellowship because God honors the gift.  But this only applies to communication gifts and is not a desireable situation.

2.   The Gift Of Evangelism is designed to communicate the Gospel outside the local church while the gift of pastor-teacher communicates the whole realm of doctrine inside the local church.  The male believer with the gift of evangelism has the God-given ability to communicate the Gospel in a manner that grips and holds the unbeliever's attention. People will give attention and listen to the evangelist where they would not listen to anyone else.

The gift of evangelism must be distinguished from personal witnessing which is the responsibility of every believer, 2 Cor. 5:19.
3.   The GIFT OF ADMINISTRATION, sometimes called the gift of governments, is found in Rom 12:8 and 1 Cor 12:28.  This gift of administrative leadership is delegated by the authority of the pastor.

It is given to men only and is made up of deacons. There are two kinds of deacons: (1) those with the administrative leadership gift and (2) those with the service administrative gift, called the gift of ministry or the gift of service. These men do all they can to support the pastor towards the smooth operation of the church organization.  

The very existence of this gift emphasizes the fact that the primary responsibility of the pastor is not administration.

4.   The GIFT OF DISCERNING SPIRITS, found in 1 Cor 12:10, was the ability to detect false doctrine. With the completion of the canon of Scripture, this gift was no longer necessary since the New Testament contains true doctrine which exposes or shines the light on false doctrine.

LESSON #42  (8-7-08) 

5.  The GIFT OF FAITH, found in 1 Cor 12:9, was a special spiritual gift before the New Testament was completed whereby a believer demonstrated faith in a group that was being persecuted or under some special pressure.  Everyone would be moaning and groaning and complaining about some circumstance, and this believer would exercise great faith in deliverance or in confidence in God, and encourage that group to depend upon the Lord.
6.   The GIFT OF MINISTRY/SERVICE, found in Rom 12:7, is given to both men and women. Those who have this spiritual gift serve on committees or in specific administrative functions in the local church.  The deacon, who is the chairman or overseer of a committee, has the gift of administration.  Those who serve on a committee have the gift of ministry or service.  
7. THE GIFT OF HELPS, found in 1 Cor 12:28, is possessed by thousands of believers and is very important because it makes the royal family tick. It is a most sustaining gift because it provides real stability in a local church.

      This gift is held by both men and women and is a marvelous thing to behold as it functions by helping and ministering to the sick, the afflicted, the handicapped, and the helpless. 

Those with this gift think about others, pray for them, encourage them, visit them when sick as well as those in hospitals, and do what they can to help both believers and unbelievers, whether inside or outside of the church. Possibly the one difference between the gift of ministry/service and the gift of helps is that ministry/service functions within the church whereas the gift of helps functions both inside and outside the local church.

LESSON #43  (8-12-08) 

DEITY  OF  CHRIST







        August 7, 2008

His Pre-existence
The first step in the proof that the Lord Jesus Christ has His equal and rightful place in the Godhead is made when the truth that He existed before He came into the world in human form is substantiated. Evidence of this stupendous theme of the pre-existence of Christ will be drawn only from the Bible. No other source of information exists. 

The definition of the preincarnate Person of the Son of God is the statement and proof of the eternal deity of the Second Person of the Trinity. In view of the ancient and modern attempts to reduce the deity of Christ to a level below the Father, it is crucial in this argument to proove that Christ is eternal. Supporting this evidence is revelation that Christ possessed all the attributes of God, and that His works, titles, majesty, and promises are all those of God Himself. The theophanies of the Old Testament provide historical evidence of His pre-existence.    Excerpts from  Lewis Sperry Chafer   Dallas Theological Seminary, Bibliotheca Sacra Volume 97 (Dallas Theological Seminary, 1940; 2002), 97:275.

Micah 5:2  -  But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, Too little to be among the clans of Judah, From you One will go forth for Me to be ruler in Israel. His goings forth are from long ago, From the days of eternity."

Philp. 2:6   -  who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, 

John 6:38  - "For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me.

John 6:62  - "What then if you should behold the Son of Man ascending where He was before?

John 6:41  -  The Jews therefore were grumbling about Him, because He said, "I am the bread that came down out of heaven."

John 8:58  - Jesus said to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was born, I am."

John 17:5  - "And now, glorify Thou Me together with Thyself, Father, with the glory which I had with Thee before the    world was.

Jesus Christ is the Self-existing One.. From the fact of the eternity of Christ, it follows that He is the uncaused cause, the self-existent one. Inasmuch as He is the Creator of all things, it is necessarily true that He Himself is uncreated.

John 1:1-3  -  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  2) He was in the beginning  

with God.  3 All things came into being by Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being that has come into being.

Col. 1:16-17  -  For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities, all things have been created by Him and for Him.  17) And He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together.

Jesus Christ is identified with the doctrine of Divine Decrees as being God.

Psalm 2:7  - "I   [Jesus Christ]  will surely tell of the decree of the LORD  [GTF]:  He  [GTF]  said to Me  [JC], 'Thou art My Son, Today I have begotten Thee.

The Theophanies of Christ indicate His preexistence, and therefore, that He is eternal: 

a. Angel of Jehovah 

Genesis 16:7  -  Now the angel of the LORD found her by a spring of water in the wilderness, by the spring on the way to Shur.

Genesis 22:11  -  But the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven, and said, "Abraham, Abraham!" And he said, "Here I am."

Genesis 31:11  -  "Then the angel of God said to me in the dream, 'Jacob,' and I said, 'Here I am.'

b. Angel of Jehovah distinguished from Jehovah

1 Chron. 21:15  -  And God sent an angel to Jerusalem to destroy it; but as he was about to destroy it, the LORD saw and was sorry over the calamity, and said to the destroying angel, "It is enough; now relax your hand." And the angel of the LORD was standing by the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite.
Zech. 1:12  -  Then the angel of the LORD answered and said, "O LORD of hosts, how long wilt Thou have no compassion for Jerusalem and the cities of Judah, with which Thou hast been indignant. . .
John 1:18  -  No man has seen God at any time; the only begotten God, who is in the bosom of the Father, He has explained Him. The Angel of Jehovah is Jesus Christ, visible God

1 John 4:12  -  No one has beheld God  [GTF]  at any time. . .  

JEHOVAH   A comparison of the Old Testament and New Testament passages proves beyond doubt that the Christ of the New Testament bears the title Jehovah in the Old Testament. Jeremiah 23:5–6, Christ is declared to be “Jehovah our righteousness” other passages, Ps 68:18, cf. Eph 4:8–10; Isa 6:5, cf. Jn 12:41. Christ is the Jehovah of the temple, Mal 3:1; Mt 12:6; 21:12-13, and the Jehovah of the Sabbath, Mt 12:8.
The following is by John F. Walvoord, Dallas Theological Seminary, Bibliotheca Sacra Volume 104 (Dallas Theological Seminary, 1947; 2002), 104:30-31.
Every attribute of importance which can be attributed to the Father or the Holy Spirit can be attributed to Christ. The testimony of the Scriptures on this point has been so clear that since the Council of Nicea in 325 when the deity of Christ was stated as the doctrine of the church and of the Scriptures there has been no denial of the deity of Christ which did not also deny the infallibility of the Scriptures.   

ETERNITY AND PRE-EXISTENCE:  As previously shown, Christ is declared by the Scriptures to be eternal Mic 5:2; John 8:58; Col 1:16–17; Rev 1:11. All the passages on His pre-existence are sustaining evidence for His eternity. If Christ is eternal, it almost necessarily follows that He is God.

OMNIPRESENCE:    That God is omnipresent is the clear teaching of Scripture, Deut 4:39; Ps 139:7-10; Prov 15:3; Isa 66:1; Jer 23:24; Acts 17:27. It is evident that Christ possessed the same attribute. His promises of abiding with His disciples forever, Matt 28:20, and His promise to indwell the believer, John 14:18, 20, 23, are impossible of any literal fullfillment unless Christ is also omnipresent. The experience of Nathaniel, John 1:48, would imply that Christ was spiritually omnipresent even during His life on earth. If the disputed passage of John 3:13, “which is in heaven,” be admitted as genuine, it would be explicit statement of this doctrine.
ONINISCIENCE:    Repeatedly in Scripture Christ is said to possess knowledge which by its nature declares that He is omniscient. Christ is said to “know all”, literal translation of John 2:24, and again, “He knew what was in man”, John 2:25. The disciples bear witness: “Now we know that you know all things”, John 16:30, R.S.V.). Peter declared, “Lord, you know everything” ,John 21:17, R.S.V..

OMNIPOTENCE:    The evidence for the omnipotence of Christ is as decisive as for other attributes. Sometimes it takes the form of physical power, but more often it refers to authority over creation. Christ had the power to forgive sins, Matt 9:6, all power in heaven and in earth, Matt 28:18, power over nature, Luke 8:25, power over His own life, John 10:1, power to give eternal life to others, John 17:2, power to heal physically as witnessed by His many miracles, and power to cast out demons, Mark 1:29–34, etc., and power to transform the body, Phil 3:21. He is “able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that day”, 2 Tim 1:12. He is “able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy”, Jude 24.

IMMUTABILITY:    The attribute of immutability may seem to have been contradicted by the incarnation. It is the doctrine of the Scripture that, while the Person of the Incarnate Christ differs from the Person of the preincarnate Christ by the addition of the complete human nature, the divine nature of Christ remains unchanged and is essentially immutable. In the quotation of Psalm 102:25-17 in Hebrews 1:10-12, it is affirmed of Christ, “Thou art the same, and thy years shall not fail.” The classic passage on immutability states the same doctrine:  ”Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever”, Heb 13:8.
SOVEREIGNTY:    Proceeding from His omnipotence, the Scriptures assign divine sovereignty to Christ. According to Matthew 28:18 (R.S.V.), Christ declared, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.” Again in 1 Peter 3:22, Christ in heaven is declared to be at the right hand of God, “with angels, authorities, and powers subject to him” (R.S.V.). Other passages bear out the same concept of absolute sovereignty, John 5:27; Acts 2:36; 1 Cor 12:3; Col 1:18; Phil 2:9.  He is indeed King of Kings and Lord of Lords, Rev 19:16. 

VERACITY:  God is absolute truth meaning that it is impossible for Him to lie,  Num. 23:19, 1 Sam. 15:29, Rom. 3:4, Titus 1:2, Heb. 6:18, John 14:6, Rev. 3:7.
RIGHTEOUSNESS:  (+ R)  God’s + R is not relative but is absolute; totally perfect, Psa. 111:9, 50:6, 1 Sam. 2:2, Lev. 19:2
JUSTICE:  God is perfectly fair always; it is impossible for Him to be unfair.  God’s holiness is made up of           His + R and Justice, Deut. 23:4, Psa. 19:19, 89:14, Heb. 10:30, Isa. 45:21

LOVE:  Nothing can separate a believer from the love of God.  It is based on who and what He is, not on who and what we are, John 3:16, 13:1, Rom. 5:8, 8:38-39.

The following summary from Charles Hodge shows Scriptural evidence for the divine attributes of Christ:

All divine names and titles are applied to Him. He is called God, the mighty God, the great God, God over all; Jehovah, Lord; the Lord of lords and King of kings. All divine attributes are ascribed to Him. He is declared to be omnipresent, omniscient, almighty, and immutable, the same yesterday, today, and forever. He is set forth as the creator and upholder and ruler of the universe. All things were created by Him and for Him; and by Him all things consist. 

He is the object of worship to all intelligent creatures, even the highest; all the angels (i.e., all creatures between man and God) are commanded to prostrate themselves before Him. He is the object of all the religious sentiments: of reverence, love, faith, and devotion. To Him men and angels are responsible for their character and conduct. He required that man should honor Him as they honored the Father, that they should exercise the same faith in Him that they do in God. 

He declares that He and the Father are one, that those who had seen Him had seen the Father also. He calls all men unto Himself, promises to forgive their sins, to send them the Holy Spirit, to give them rest and peace, to raise them up at the last day, to give them eternal life. God is not more, and cannot promise more, or do more than Christ is said to be, to promise, and to do. He has, therefore, been the Christian’s God from the beginning, in all ages and in all places.

                                                             DEITY OF CHRIST VERSES
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LESSON #44  (8-14-08)  Go back to the beginning of these  2 Peter notes for these two lessons.

Review 2 PETER 1:1-2

LESSON #45  (8-21-08)
Review 2 PETER 1:3-15

LESSON #46  (8-26-08)
Resuming from our 2 PETER 1:15 notes . . .

4.  The everyday grind of life can cause us to become dull, lethargic, distracted, sleepy. We all need to be encouraged and reminded from time to time as to what is really important. It is an appeal to be consistent in eating our daily manna.  It is hard to overemphasize the importance of consistency in life isn’t it?

5.  by way of reminder . . . Once again, we have a word reminding us to remember. It was extremely important to Peter that believers remember doctrine. The idea is that reminding others about doctrine wakes them up.

6. Verse 14  -  knowing that the laying aside of my earthly dwelling is imminent. . .  He is not shaken, he is not weeping or wailing or falling apart. Why? Because he understands the doctrine of death, because he knows 1) that to be absent from the body is to be face-to-face with the Lord; 2) he understands the principle that he goes to be with the Lord at death; 3) there is no more sorrow, no more pain, the old things are passed away, 4) he knows he has a mansion in heaven, 5) he knows he has “an inheritance, incorruptible and undefiled, fading not away, reserved in heaven for those who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation, ready to be revealed in the last time.”  He knows these things. He is not a bit upset.  

7.  as also our Lord Jesus Christ has made clear to me . . . Our Lord gave Peter information concerning his death, John 21:18-19.  After Jesus spoke to him about this, Peter asked the Lord in what way John would die, and Jesus essentially told him to mind his own business.

8.  Verse 15  -  And I will also be diligent . . . SPOUDAZO (spoudazw) v. fai; he had already used this word in verse 10 and will use it again in verse 14 of chapter 3. It means to make every effort, to be zealous, to be eager, to be diligent.

2 Peter 1:16











For we did not follow cleverly devised tales when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of His majesty. 

LESSON #47  (8-28-08)

     SOUL  SLEEP  IS  A  MYTH     

CBC  8-26-08
1.  Job asked the big question:  

Job 14:14  -  If a man dies, shall he live again? All the days of my service I would wait, till my renewal should come.  

2. Some say that when a person dies, he ceases to exist. All life ends at physical death.  

Some use these Scriptures to back up this assertion.

Eccl. 3:18-21   
Eccl. 9:1    

Ezekiel 18:20  - The soul who sins shall die. The son shall not suffer for the iniquity of the father, nor the father suffer for the iniquity of the son. The righteousness of the righteous shall be upon himself, and the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon himself.   The NASV says “person”.
Both the blessing and the judgment in view here are temporal, not eternal. The judgment is physical death, vs. 4, 20, & 26, not eternal damnation. An Israelite who had followed God’s Law but who later turned to idolatry or immorality could not expect his past righteousness to negate his present sins. God does not balance an individual’s good deeds against his bad deeds to determine his fate. An individual’s relationship with God when the judgment arrives determines whether he will live or die.  John F. Walvoord, Roy B. Zuck and Dallas Theological Seminary, The Bible Knowledge Commentary : An Exposition of the Scriptures (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1983-c1985), 1:1261
3. The Bible proves that at physical death, the soul does not die nor cease to exist; it simply is relocated  to another place.

Genesis 35:18  
1 Samuel 28:14-17  
   1 Kings 17:21   
Matthew 17:2-3   

Matthew 22:32   
Luke 16:19-31   
   Luke 23:43  
2 Corinthians 5:8  

Phil. 1:22-24
1 Thes. 4:13-15  
   Rev. 6:9-11  
Matthew 17: 3 






                                                              

1 Corinthians 13:12  -  For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am known.
“A great many people ask, “Will I know my loved ones in heaven?” You surely will. What is the scriptural proof? “Now we see through a glass, darkly.” You have never seen me. It is possible you may think you have seen me, but what you saw was a suit of clothes with a head and two hands sticking out of it. You didn’t really see me. And I have never really seen you, because we just see through a glass, darkly, but then face to face. Now I know only in part, but then I shall know even as also I am known. Someone asked G. Campbell Morgan, “Do you think we will know our loved ones in heaven?” Dr. Morgan in his truly British manner answered, “I do not expect to be a bigger fool in heaven than I am here, and I know my loved ones here.” 

J. VERNON MCGEE, Thru the Bible Commentary, Based on the Thru the Bible Radio Program., electronic ed. (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1997, c1981), 5:65-66.

Populating the Third Heaven: Part 1     Lewis Sperry Chafer
1. “A clarified vision. It is asserted by the Apostle, 1 Cor 13:12, that he would later see face to face rather than, as then, “through a glass, darkly.” It is evident that the face he would see would be that of the glorified Savior. As a present promise, the same Apostle states: “God…hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ”, 2 Cor 4:6. 

If the present view of that face is no less than the glory of God, what, indeed, will it be to see Him in His glory face to face? It would seem probable that this vision is given the believer at the moment of his death.

2. 
Possession of divine knowledge. In the same passage, 1 Cor 13:12, the Apostle declares that then, at that future time, he shall know even as he was known. Such, without doubt, is a veiled reference to the present knowledge which belongs to God, and by so much the Apostle indicates that he is to gain an enlarged knowledge, something more like indeed what God Himself possesses. This, too, would seem to be granted the believer at the time of his departure from the present life.

3. 
AN INTERMEDIATE BODY. Lest the believer at death should be bodiless or disembodied, there is provided a body from heaven which may serve the believer until the resurrection, when he receives his body from the grave. That provided body will be heavenly in character, 2 Cor 5:1-8.“  Dallas Theological Seminary, Bibliotheca Sacra Volume 108  (Dallas Theological Seminary, 1951; 2002), 108:147.

Will We Know Each Other in Heaven?  N. A. Woychuk

1 Cor 15:51 -  “Behold, I show you a mystery; we shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed.”

“The change that will take place in our bodies will not be such as to hide our identification; it will be an amplification and enlargement of all our faculties and powers. The change that will take place will not destroy our power to remember. On this earth after a separation from our friends for many years during which time they have passed through great changes, and when we see them again, we still remember them. In heaven our capacities for memory will be enlarged, and thus we will surely remember and recognize our loved ones. From Scripture we know that there is memory on the other shore, for it was said to Dives: “Son, remember…”

The change taking place will also involve a tremendous increase in our capacity for knowledge. Today we have hazy, dim and fragmentary knowledge of things. But there “we shall know even as also we are known”, 1 Cor 13:12.

In this life we are endowed with characteristics which we are to cultivate as a preparation for our future life where they will be developed to a higher perfection much like those of the Son of God. We will be made perfect and fully capable of remembering and recognizing our friends as well as made able to understand ourselves more perfectly.

The apostle Paul in some epistles has expressed much assurance of the fact that he will see his converts in heaven. To the saints at Thessalonica he wrote: “For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Are not even ye in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at his coming? For ye are our glory and joy”, 1 Thess 2:19–20.

He may not see his converts on earth any more, but he expresses confidence that he will meet them and know them in heaven. He viewed his absence from them as for just a short time and rejoiced in anticipation of their union, reunion and communion above.”   Dallas Theological Seminary, Bibliotheca Sacra Volume 108  (Dallas Theological Seminary, 1951; 2002), 108:349.
If we die before the Rapture, will we have an interim body? Will we know each other in Heaven?








Note: Solomon wasn’t expressing doctrine but human viewpoint..
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