2 PETER 2:13b-
LESSON #88  (2-19-09)
2 Peter 2:13b-16  

They count it a pleasure to revel in the daytime. They are stains and blemishes, reveling in their deceptions, as they carouse with you, having eyes full of adultery and that never cease from sin, enticing unstable souls, 14) having a heart trained in greed, accursed children;  15) forsaking the right way they have gone astray, having followed the way of Balaam, the son of Beor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness,  16) but he received a rebuke for his own transgression; for a dumb donkey, speaking with a voice of a man, restrained the madness of the prophet.
having eyes full of adultery . . .

Matthew 5:29,  And if your right eye makes you stumble, tear it out, and throw it from you; for it is better for you that one of the parts of your body perish, than for your whole body to be thrown into hell.

enticing unstable souls . . .  DELEAZO (part. pa;  beguiling, alluring, tempting, enticing.  They are enticing because they tell people what they want to hear and what is appealing to their flesh.  The Bible calls this ear tickling.

2 Timothy 4:3,   For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires. . .

unstable . . . ASTERIKOS (s) adj. apm;  A = no, none, not  +  STERIZO = stable, established, settled, steadfast. This is the point:  souls that are not consistently nourished by Bible doctrine are unstable and vulnerable to the deceitful wooing of false teachers.

Some people are unstable and don’t know it.  Some are unstable and deny it.  Others are unstable and know it but don’t know what to do about it.

Those who do not believe there are absolutes and believe that everything is relative cannot be stable.  They are doomed to vacillate, waver, equivocate (beat around the bush), and never be sure of anything. 

2 Peter 2:14  . . . having a heart trained in greed . . . GUMNAZO part. rp;  literally to exercise naked; to exercise or train in a gymnasium.  “They had practiced it so long that their very heart was trained in the habitual pursuit of gains by all unrighteous means.” 
greed . . . PLEONEXIA n. gsf;  greed, covetousness, avarice.  PLEION = more  +  ECHO = to have. This word describes a frantic search for happiness that is completely elusive for those who think happiness can be found in fame, fortune, or sex. There is no gratitude or capacity to love or think about anyone other than self. There is no amount of money or pleasure this world can provide that would make or keep a person happy. Only a close relationship with the Lord through Bible doctrine can fill the void and make us truly content.

Luke 12:15,   And He said to them, "Beware, and be on your guard against every form of greed; for not even when one has an abundance does his life consist of his possessions."

accursed children . . .  KATARA n. gsf;  KATA = against  +  ARA = curse; a curse.  Peter was calling them an accursed brood; literally, “children of a curse;” a Hebraism denoting certain destruction from the hand of God.  

LESSON #89  (2-23-09)
2 Peter 2:15  . . .  forsaking the right way they have gone astray, having followed the way of Balaam, the son of Beor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness . . .

forsaking the right way they have gone astray . . . This phrase strikes at the heart of post-modernism which believes that there is no absolutes.  How can one know what is right and what is wrong if there are no absolutes.

There is right and there is wrong and it is the duty of every believer to study God’s word to be able to distinguish between the two in the very confusing and complex society that we live in. 

having followed the way of Balaam, the son of Beor . . . The account of Balaam found in Num. 22-24 reveals how very well-known and powerful he was as a prophet, but he loved money more than he loved God.  He wanted to make money by cursing the Israelites for the pagan King Balak of Moab, but God would not allow it.  
who loved the wages of unrighteousness . . . This was Balaam’s problem,  Balaam settled for the paltry sum of gold or silver he received for doing wrong when he could have received untold fortune for all eternity.  He was living to please himself rather than living to please God.  How many believers do that today?  They get a temporary pittance now but they could get an eternal treasure later. 

LESSON #90  (2-25-09)
Num. 22-24; 31:1-54 
2 Corinthians 4:17 -18,   For momentary, light affliction is producing for us an eternal weight of glory far beyond all comparison,  18) while we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen; for the things which are seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal.  

I Cor.10:6-10

LESSON #91  (3-3-09)
Believers often suffer financially because of what God has called them to do, like missionaries, or because they will not compromise their principles in order to receive ill-gotten gain.  This verse is a guarantee in writing that God not only knows about our suffering, but He will more than make up for it in eternity if we pass these suffering tests. 

2 Peter 2:16  . . . but he received a rebuke for his own transgression; for a dumb donkey, speaking with a voice of a man, restrained the madness of the prophet.
This is beautiful !  God uses an ass to rebuke an ass. 

speaking . . . PHTHENGOMAI   is the exact same word used in verse 18 referring to these false teachers speaking arrogant words of vanity.

madness . . . PARAPHRONIA  n. asf;  to be beside oneself; out of one’s mind; insanity, folly, madness   This is where we get the English word “paranoia”.  People who have so thoroughly given themselves over to avarice and debauchery result in spiritual insanity. Money continues to bring ruin to many people.  This is the “error of Balaam” mentioned in Jude 11.

He was determined to get the money one way or the other, so rather than curse the Israelites, he counseled them to intermarry with pagans.  He knew this would weaken the Israelites because they were sure to adopt pagan customs and worship, including idolatry.  Then they could easily be conquered.

Numbers 31:16,  Behold, these caused the sons of Israel, through the counsel of Balaam, to trespass against the LORD in the matter of Peor, so the plague was among the congregation of the LORD.

Numbers 31:8,   And they killed the kings of Midian along with the rest of their slain: Evi and Rekem and Zur and Hur and Reba, the five kings of Midian; they also killed Balaam the son of Beor with the sword.

Joshua 13:22,   The sons of Israel also killed Balaam the son of Beor, the diviner, with the sword among the rest of their slain.

This was the fourth example of how God deals with people who defy Him and harms others.  Balaam was destroyed by the destruction he brought on others just like false teachers are, 2 Pet. 2:12.

2 PETER 2:17  

These are springs without water, and mists driven by a storm, for whom the black darkness has been reserved.

springs without water . . .  are useless.  “without water” = without doctrine. False teachers don’t offer what people really need, so people leave thirsty and empty.  It is impossible for their thirst for truth to be quenched because false teacher’s mouths are full of lies.  However God has something else in mind for the thirsty.  

Matthew 5:6,  Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.  

John 7:38,   He who believes in Me, as the Scripture said, 'From his innermost being shall flow rivers of living water.’   

John 4:14,   but whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst;

 Isa. 58:11,   [You will be] a spring of water that water never fails.

and mists driven by a storm . . .  Again, we have something that seems very promising but is actually of no help.  False teachers are like ominous rain clouds composed of thunder, lightning, and wind, but no rain.  Like clouds, they are always moving theologically and/or geographically.  They are mists [fog] not knowing where they are, where they’ve been, or where they’re going.

for whom the black  darkness has been reserved
for whom the black . . .  ZOPHOS is darkness in the soul.

darkness,  SKOTOS  s)  is physical darkness.  

has been reserved,   TEREO  v. rpi;  to carefully watch; to keep or guard a prisoner; to reserve.  These scoundrels promise to lead people into the light, when in reality, they lead them around on the same black road of darkness they’ve been on that leads to the deepest, most dreadful darkness of all.

It appears that the black darkness being reserved for these false teachers refers to hell.  Consider: 

Jude 1:13,    [They are] wild waves of the sea, casting up their own shame like foam; wandering stars, for whom the black darkness has been reserved forever.

2 PETER 2:18-19   

For speaking out arrogant words of vanity, they entice by fleshly desires, by sensuality, those who barely escape from the ones who live in error,  19) promising them freedom while they themselves are slaves of corruption; for by what a man is overcome, by this he is enslaved.

For speaking out arrogant words of vanity . . .  MATAIOTES  sn. gsf;  vanity, futility, emptiness. When true doctrine is missing in the soul, the void acts as a vacuum, sucking in lies and false doctrine. The words false teachers speak are vacuous, and they are sucked into the void in the soul of those stupid enough to believe them.  

False teachers have nothing to give, but their vocabulary, articulation, and their oratory skills are very attractive.  They may be eloquent speakers, but they are religious hucksters.  It is so important for believers to remember that it’s never the man, it’s always the message.  It’s never how well a pastor delivers the message but the content of the message that is important.

Unlike the false teachers, Paul preached to express and not to impress and he knew the difference between communication and manipulation.

LESSON #92  (3-17-09)
they entice by fleshly desires, by sensuality . . .  The enticement by fleshly desires does not always have a physical lust or sexual connotation.  Sometimes it refers to other types of lust such as approbation, power, pleasure, money, social, revenge, criminal, chemical, crusader, ambition/

competition lust.  Here, it means that their words would titillate the soul as lasciviousness titillates the body.  

those who barely escape from the ones who live in error . . .  could refer to an unbeliever, a new believer, or to a person who has been a believer for a long time but is spiritually immature.  Like predators, they prey on the weak, young, and vulnerable.  

Parents who neglect the spiritual training of their children have essentially thrown them to the wolves. Depraved predators will devour them, causing them to doubt whatever truth they’ve learned and turn their value systems upside down.
New believers need to be nurtured in the Word and encouraged to learn doctrine.  They do not have systematic theology developed in their souls, so they need help and guidance from more mature believers. 

19) . . . promising them freedom while they themselves are slaves of corruption . . .  False teachers are liars.  They promise what cannot be delivered.  They promise financial freedom but bring financial ruin by cashing in on the ignorance and naiveté of those they fleece.  

These men, like false teachers today, were unbelievers, so they had no restraining influence by the Holy Spirit to help them refrain from sin.  They were controlled by their lusts and they were enslaved to their lusts, mainly money, pride, power, and sexual lust.  Can a person, who is himself enslaved, produce freedom for someone else?

Unfortunately, slavery to corruption has become the norm today.  Lying, cheating, stealing, fornication, adultery, deception, duplicity, trickery, and fraud are being tolerated, excused, and ignored.
LESSON #93  (3-19-09)
2 PETER 2:20    
For if, after they have escaped the defilements of the world by the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and are overcome, the last state has become worse for them than the first.

For if after they . . .  Who are “they”?  

1.  Some say they were those professing to be saved but were’nt.

2.  Others say they were true believers but had lost their eternal salvation.

3.  Others say they were false teachers who were saved but were deceived themselves. 

4.  Others say they were the false teachers who were never saved.

5.  Others say they were the believers in verse 18 who had been influenced by false teachers and then fell into reversionism.

The possibilities listed above are addressed below: 

1. It is certainly true that there are many who claim to be Christians who are not.  Unbelievers can stop their bad habits and clean up their act but that is no guarantee that they accepted the gospel.  They are deceived into thinking they are saved by their good works.  The fact is that it is impossible to tell if a person is saved or not by their behavior.

    The behavior of carnal or reversionistitc believers can be as bad or worse than unbelievers, and an unbeliever can be more moral, loving, and religious than a believer.  

Those who embrace reformed theology would never agree to statement above.  They allege that a true believer may lapse into his old carnal ways for a time but will always repent and snap back into obedience before he or she dies.  There are several examples of believers in the Bible who prove that this is false:

    *King Saul was certainly saved, 1 Sam.10:1, 6-11, 15:24-25, 28:15, who died the SUD, 1 Sam. 28:19.

*King Solomon was also saved, fell into reversionism, rebelled against God, and never repented.

*Lot was saved, chose to live in Sodom, in old age got drunk and copulated with his own daughters.

*King Amaziah  2 Chron. 25:2 and 27

    * King Uzziah  2 Chron. 26:4 and 16-21

    * A righteous man  [a believer]  can die  [physically]  because of his sins Ezek. 18:24.
    * Carnal Christians disrespected the Eucharist and died the SUD, 1 Cor. 11:29-32.
    * Ananias and Sapphira lied to the Holy Spirit and died the SUD, Acts 5:1-10.
   2. We know that it is impossible for a true believer to lose his salvation: Doctrine of Eternal Security.

3. The idea that the false teachers were deceived into thinking that what they were teaching and doing was right is unlikely.  2 Peter 2:13,  They were “reveling in their deceptions.”    Not only did they mislead others into thinking that following their wicked ways was OK, but they took pleasure in such deception.   

4. This is more likely. They may have had some kind of a “religious experience” that caused them to temporarily change their behavior, but then they fell back into their wheelruts to unrighteousness.  Verse 18 speaks of two groups of people, “they”, the false teachers who were doing the deceiving, and “those”,  new converts who were being deceived.  Verse 19 also speaks of two groups, “them”, new converts being deceived, and “they themselves”, false teachers who were doing the deceiving. 


Verse 20 refers to only one group.  

5. This seems to be the most likely answer to the question for reasons that will be covered below.

have escaped . . . The same word “escaped” used in verse 18 pertaining to the new converts is the same word used in verse 20 also referring to the new converts.  The new converts were again entangled in the defilements of the world due to the negative influence of the false teachers.  
the defilements of the world . . .  MIASMA  (n. asn;  defilement, pollution, contamination.  We have this exact same word in English meaning a dangerous, foreboding, or deathlike influence or atmosphere.

by the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ -  EPIGNOSIS  (s) n. dsf  full knowledge, knowledge that has been understood, believed, and accepted.
they are again entangled in them . . .  These are the same people mentioned earlier in this verse. EMPLEKOMAI  (part. ap;  to be involved in, to become entangled.  This is where we get our English word “implicate”.  The “them” here refers to the defilements of the world.




LESSON #94  (3-24-09)
and are overcome . . . HETTAOMAI  v. ppi;  to be overcome in a battle or a lawsuit.  This word does not refer to temporarily falling into carnality, but it connotes giving up any resistance to temptation so that one falls headlong into reversionism.

Notice this word is in the passive voice meaning that Paul’s readers were not presently, actively pursuing a lifestyle of disobedience and ruin.  All they had to do was stop taking in the Word, and they would become vulnerable to the lies and predatory attacks of false teachers.

the last state has become worse for them than the first . . .  The “first” refers to the time before they were believers, and “the last state” refers to their current status as believers.  Peter was teaching that their current 
condition as Christians was in some ways worse than their former one as unbelievers.  Being a believer ensnared by sin is worse, in some respects, than being an unbeliever ensnared by sin. 

“A believer, having come to know God’s way of truth and virtue and having found joy in holy living, by returning to a life of carnality, would be even less likely to find satisfaction in sin than before he was saved. Now he has the indwelling Holy Spirit to convict him of the error of his ways. He is more tender to God’s promptings than before; hence he is worse off in sin than the unsaved.”   

Dallas Theological Seminary, Bibliotheca Sacra Volume 140 (Dallas Theological Seminary, 1983; 2002), 140:49.
Unbelievers can enjoy sinning without being brought down with guilt.  They don’t worry about displeasing the Lord or about receiving divine discipline.  Believers must get past, ignore, or overcome whatever biblical standards they have in their souls in order to get into this worse state.   

2 PETER 2:21    
For it would be better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than having known it, to turn away from the holy commandment delivered to them.
For it would  [almost]  be better for them  [new converts]  not to have known the way of righteousness . . .  “For” explains what was said in the verse immediately preceding this verse.  The Greek word for “better”

 is the imperfect desiderative, active, indicative of the verb “eimi” which is “hen” (The desiderative Imperfect…is chiefly used in expressing a wish. It seems to soften a remark, and make it more vague or more diffident or polite: as we might say, “I could almost do so-and-so.”  

Dallas Theological Seminary, Bibliotheca Sacra Volume 140 (Dallas Theological Seminary, 1983; 2002), 140:49.
An example of a desiderative is found in Rom. 9:3,  For I could wish that I myself were accursed, separated from Christ for the sake of my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh . . .

not to have known . . .  EPIGINOSKO  inf. ra; an inceptive verb, inception, or the beginning of the action; to know fully, to come to know, to gain or receive full knowledge of, become fully acquainted with.

the way of righteousness . . .  Some say this means to know about imputed righteousness, connecting it with eternal salvation; and others say it refers to the right way of living, connecting it with the spiritual dynamics of the Christian walk.  But it can mean either one.  

If it refers to God’s imputed righteousness these people turned away from or rejected, then we would be talking about unbelievers.

If it refers to the Christian way of life, then these people are believers who have fallen into reversionism.

“Sin promises like a God, but pays like a Devil.” Peter’s point is that if one is looking for satisfaction in sin, it would be better not to come to Christ. But this thought is so awesome to contemplate that he softens the blunt statement by the use of the imperfect tense, and by mentioning the way of righteousness, not the person of Christ. Their real danger here is not in rejecting Christ, but in leaving the new way of holiness for the former path of carnality.” 

Dallas Theological Seminary, Bibliotheca Sacra Volume 140 (Dallas Theological Seminary, 1983; 2002), 140:49.
than having known it . . . EPIGNOSKO  this is the second time this word is used in this verse.  Here, it is an aorist active participle.  They fully knew the way of righteousness; they were not deceived.
to turn away from . . . HUPOSTREPHO  EK  inf. aa;  to turn away + EK, from, to turn away from.

the holy commandment delivered to them . . .  ENTOLE  n. gsf;  a charge, direction, commission, command.  The question is, “What does the holy commandment refer to?”

Some say the holy command is to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

LESSON #95  (3-26-09)
Acts 16:31 . . .  And they said, "Believe  [v. aam]  in the Lord Jesus, and you shall be saved, you and your household."
2 Thess. 1:8 . . . dealing out retribution to those who do not know God and to those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.

1 Jn. 3:23 . . . And this is His commandment  [sing], that we believe  [subj.]  in the name of His Son, Jesus Christ, and love  [subj.]  one another, just as He commanded  [sing]  us.

Rm. 2:8 . . . but to those who are selfishly ambitious and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, wrath and indignation.

However, “the holy commandment” can also refer to the way of righteousness or the imperative to execute the Christian way of life.  

Phil. 1:27 . . . Only conduct yourselves  [imp.]  in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ; so that whether I come and see you or remain absent, I may hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit. 

Col. 1:10 . . . so that you may walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God;

Col. 4:5 . . .  Conduct yourselves  [imp.] wisely toward outsiders, making the best use of the time.

2 PETER 2:22    
What the true proverb says has happened to them: "The dog returns to its own vomit, and the sow, after washing herself, returns to wallow in the mire."

The proverb comes from Prov. 26:11 . . . Like a dog that returns to his vomit is a fool who repeats his folly.

When a Christian turns back to sinful habits, he is acting like a dog returning to its vomit or a bathed sow to her mud wallow.
“Every believer, then, should be wary of too casual a view of sin. Believers have escaped its clutches by the enormously costly sacrifice of God’s Son. Yet they may slip back into its seductive coils only to find that there is even less pleasure, less satisfaction, less fulfillment than before they were saved.”  Duane A. Dunham 
Some try to make a case that this verse describes unbelievers who, unlike believers who have partaken of the divine nature, 2 Pet. 1:4, always go back to their wayward ways which is their true nature.  The problem with this idea is that partaking of the divine nature in 1:4 is only a potential, not a certainty. Furthermore, 2 Pet. 1:4 was written to believers who had escaped the corruption of the world but still had the potential of falling back into their old wheelruts of unrighteousness. 
Another scripture that includes dogs and pigs:

Matthew 7:6 . . . Do not give dogs what is holy, and do not throw your pearls before pigs lest they trample them underfoot and turn to attack you.

This verse immediately follows instructions about judging and it encourages using discernment when speaking about spiritual matters.  Jesus refused to speak to Herod, Luke 23:9, and Paul refused to talk to those who resisted the Word, Acts 13:44-49.  It is a wise Christian who first assesses the condition of a person’s heart before sharing the precious pearls. 
“There are certain times and places where it is not worthwhile to say a word. This is a judgment you need to make. I remember a legislator friend of mine who was a heavy drinker. He was converted and is a choice servant of God today. The other members of the legislature knew how he drank. Then they heard he “got religion,” as they called it. One day this fellow took his seat in the legislature, and his fellow-members looked him over. Finally, someone rose, addressed the chairman of the meeting and said, “I make a motion that we hear a sermon from Deacon So-and-So.” Everyone laughed. But my friend was equal to the occasion. He got to his feet and said, “I’m sorry, I do not have anything to say. My Lord told me not to cast my pearls before swine.” He sat down, and they never ridiculed him anymore.  J. Vernon McGee, Thru the Bible Commentary, Based on the Thru the Bible Radio Program., electronic ed. (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1997, c1981), 4:40.
LESSON #96  (3-31-09)
Luke 15:11-32 also can be instructive here.
