2 PETER 3:1-18  

(End of Series)
LESSON #97  (4-2-09)
2 PETER 3:1-2   This is now, beloved, the second letter I am writing to you in which I am stirring up your sincere mind by way of reminder,  2 that you should remember the words spoken beforehand by the holy prophets and the commandment of the Lord and Savior spoken by your apostles.
This is now, beloved . . . The words written in this chapter would be the last ones Peter wrote to his beloved congregation.  AGAPETOS  sadj. vpm; very dear close friends; always refers to fellow believers.  Peter uses this word four times in this short chapter in verses 1, 8, 14, & 17.

. . . the second letter I am writing to you . . . Peter had already written his first epistle to them which, of course, was part of the canon of Scripture.  Each epistle had its own purpose.  1st Peter’s main focus was on undeserved suffering, and 2nd Peter, so far, focused on encouragement and warnings about false teachers.

.. . . in which I am stirring up . . . DIEGEIRO  v. pai;  DIA= through + EGEIRO = to wake up or arouse from sleep.  This is the same word Peter used in 2 Peter 1:13 . . . And I consider it right, as long as I am in this earthly dwelling, to stir you up by way of reminder . . .
Believers have a way of becoming complacent, lethargic, and sloppy.  It is very easy for us to lose our spiritual edge and become forgetful.  We miss opportunities to evangelize or to offer doctrinal perspectives.  Sometimes, we become flat, stale, and lack zeal, innovation, or enthusiasm.  

. . . your sincere mind . . .  HEILIKRINES sadj. asf; sincere, pure, wholesome: HEILE = the sun’s rays

+ KRINES = to judge or discern; found to be pure when unfolded and examined by the sun’s light.  This word has only been used twice, here and in Phil. 1:10.   

We are not to get the idea that these believers had a pure mind because such a thing does not exist.  This refers to a mind that had used the light of the sun’s rays, i.e. Bible doctrine, to make right judgments and discernments. In other words, it referred to doctrinal minds.  Peter was not writing to baby believers who hadn’t heard doctrinal teaching before. He was writing to believers who had already been taught Bible doctrine.
. . . your sincere mind . . . DIANOIA  n. asf;  DIA = through + NOEO = thought, to perceive in the mind.
Notice that stirring up was not in the emotions which have no thought, but in the mind where all of the thinking goes on.  This is the 2nd time Peter makes a point of remembering to his flock; 2 Peter 1:12-13 is the first. 

. . . by way of reminder . . .  It is not how much doctrine we have learned or how many notes we have taken or how many doctrinal books and booklets we have read, it’s how much doctrine we REMEMBER that makes the difference.  

It usually takes one or two times for a person to hear something before they understand it.  Understanding something and knowing it are not the same.  It’s not until you can explain and articulate a doctrine to someone else and answer their questions that you can be sure you know it.
We cannot carry our notes and CDs around with us to review when under pressure or testing any more than we can carry our textbook to school and look up answers during an examination there.  You must already have it ingrained to pass the tests!

LESSON #98  (4-7-09)
2 PETER 3:2 . . . that you should remember the words spoken beforehand . . .  PROLEGO part. rp;  PRO = before + LEGO = to speak, a statement, a word;  to predict or to prophesy.  This is one of the scriptures that demonstrates the importance of prophecy.  Some think there is no real value or relevance in prophecy while others focus on prophecy to the exclusion of all other doctrines.  REHMA  n. gpn; refers to words that have been written.  
This perfect passive participle means that the results of what was spoken in the past continue into the present.  The results are hope, motivation, and inspiration to stay the course by learning, growing, and applying doctrine.  The passive voice means that we passively receive these benefits.

. . . by the holy prophets . . . by, HYPO under.  The prophets were “under” the authority and influence of the Holy Spirit when they wrote Scripture.  The holy prophets were men  set apart by God to write the Old Testament.  

. . . and the commandment of the Lord and Savior . . .  This Greek word is the same one used in verse 21 and it means the same thing here, the way of righteousness, or the imperative to execute the Christian way of life.  

Jesus Christ is the final authority behind the prophets and the apostles.

. . . spoken by your apostles . . .  Peter linked the prophets and apostles on the same level of authority, Eph. 2:20.  Every New Testament book was written by an apostle or by someone closely associated with an apostle.  In stating “your apostles”, Peter was emphasizing true apostles as opposed to false ones. The teachings of true apostles will always harmonize with those of the O.T. prophets.

2 PETER 3:3-4

Know this first of all, that in the last days mockers will come with their mocking, following after their own lusts,  4) and saying, "Where is the promise of His coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all continues just as it was from the beginning of creation."

Know this first of all . . . GINOSKO part. pa; to come to know something.  We are to keep on knowing something, and we are to know it first in importance.  
. . . that in the last days . . . ESCHAOS s) adj. gpf; it means last.  It is where we get the English word “eschatology,” the study of the last things, and it refers to the last part of the Church Age.

. . . mockers will come with their mocking . . . EMPAIKTES s) n. gpf;  one who mocks, scoffs, derides or jeers. There were those who mocked the idea of Jesus returning when Peter wrote this, but such mocking will intensify as the end of the Church Age approaches.  2 Tim. 3:1-9  gives a description of the last days.

LESSON #99  (4-9-09)
Mocking is usually done by haughty, arrogant unbelievers, but sometimes, even believers sink so low and become so stupid as to engage in this kind of activity.
. . . following after their own lusts . . . Disrespect for God results in a defiant, disobedient attitude.  When a person does not take the prohibitions given in the Bible seriously, then where is the restraint?  When a person gets to the point that he mocks the Word of God, he certainly is not afraid of the wrath of God falling on him when he follows after his own lusts such as power lust, approbation lust, and sexual lusts.

Furthermore, there is no restraining influence by the Holy Spirit on the actions of unbelievers and believers who mock God’s Word because they have turned a deaf ear to His convicting ministry.  They have essentially called God a liar and have no fear of rebuke in doing so.

LESSON #100  (4-14-09)
4) . . . and saying, "Where is the promise of His coming? . . . LEGO part. pa;  to keep on saying.      Which coming were they referring to?  The Rapture or the Second Advent?   They meant the Second Advent,   Isa. 25:9-12, 63:1-3, Zeph. 3:11-20, Zech. 14:1-3, Matt. 24:37-43, 1 Thes. 3:13, Rev. 19:11-16.
The great majority of people living today do not believe in a literal Jesus Christ returning to earth to set up a literal kingdom on which He will reign for a thousand years.  They scoff at such an outlandish idea.

For ever since the fathers fell asleep . . .  Who are the fathers?  The fathers are the Old Testament writers of Scripture, John 7:22; Acts 3:13; 13:32; Rom. 9:5; 11:28; Heb. 1:1.
Not one of them were alive at the time Peter wrote these words, however there were other New Testament writers of Scripture who were still alive at this time.  O.T. writers knew nothing of the mystery doctrines of the Church Age or even that there would be a Church Age.
. . . all continues just as it was from the beginning of creation . . . rests on the principle of uniformitarianism. This is the view that the cosmic processes of the present and the future can be understood solely on the basis of how the cosmos has operated in the past. There is almost an incipient deism here which rules out divine intervention in the universal order. In a universe governed by natural laws, miracles, mockers argue, simply cannot happen. Therefore they say Jesus Christ could not come again.   John F. Walvoord, Roy B. Zuck and Dallas Theological Seminary, The Bible Knowledge Commentary : An Exposition of the Scriptures 
This is the world view of those who buy into the theory of evolution.  It is based on arrogance, ignorance, and indifference to God and His scientifically accurate Word.
LESSON #101  (4-16-09)
Mockers had the same world view of those who deists.  Deism contradicts orthodox Christianity denying any direct intervention in the natural order by God.  It reduces God’s function in creation to that of first cause only.

“The deist sees little reason for prayer since God does not intervene to answer prayer.  The deist does not believe in miracles performed by God.  He does not believe God sent Jesus Christ to atone for sin, or that God reveals Himself through the Bible. The deist believes man learns about God through human reason and perhaps empirical evidence.”  (Christianity and the Constitution  p. 40.)
Mockers suggest that since the promise of the Second Advent has not been fulfilled, God does not interfere or care about the affairs of men.  Nothing could be further from the truth. In fact, this blasphemous assertion ignores not only the cross, but divine provision of grace for believers in time and in eternity. 

2 PETER 3:5-7
For when they maintain this, it escapes their notice that by the word of God the heavens existed long ago and the earth was formed out of water and by water,  6) through which the world at that time was destroyed, being flooded with water.  7) But the present heavens and earth by His word are being reserved for fire, kept for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men.

For when they maintain this, it escapes their notice . . .   

ESV,   For they deliberately overlook this . . .  

KJV,    For this they are willingly ignorant of . . . 
NIV,    But they deliberately forget . . .
NKJV, For this they willingly forget . . .
Peter responds to their arrogant assertion by stating that they willfully  [THELO ]  overlooked or forgot   [LANTHANO ]   how God had already intervened on earth in the past and how He will intervene in the future.

Peter emphasized the importance of remembering, and now he talks about deliberately forgetting. Sometimes we willfully forget things we consider unpleasant or uncomplimentary.  On the other hand, we never forget the times we were right about something or were made to look good.

. . . that by the word of God . . . LOGOS sn. dsm;  Word; both the act of speaking and the thing spoken.

. . . the heavens existed long ago . . .  Gen. 1:6-8.  
and the earth was formed out of water and by . . . [DIA, through] water ; Water had a major part to play in the formation of the earth.

6)  through which the world at that time was destroyed . . .  By means of the water mentioned in verse 5, the world at the time of Noah’s day was destroyed by a flood.   The word “world”, cosmos, does not refer to the earth itself but rather to the inhabitants of the earth as it does in John 3:16,17, 19; 4:42, 6:33, 7:7, 15:17-19. 17:14, 21, 23, 25; 1 John 2:2, 3:13, 4:14. 
LESSON #102  (4-21-09)
. . . being flooded with water . . .  Noah’s flood.  It wasn’t regional. It was worldwide. 

Verses 7, 10, and 12 speak of the judgment of fire.  So does Matt. 3:11, Isa. 66:15-16, Mal. 4:1.  
7) But the present heavens and earth by His word are being reserved for fire . . .   This verse is a companion verse to: 

2 Peter 2:9 . . . then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from temptation, and to keep the unrighteous under punishment for the day of judgment, 

Never doubt that Jesus Christ is in control of history. 

Colossians 1:16-17    For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities;  all things have been created by Him and for Him.  17) And He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together. 

He is able to rescue us from testing and to bring about His perfect plan which includes judgment for unbelievers and for this old wicked world.
All civilizations end with the destruction of all unbelievers. The antediluvian civilization began with creation and ended with the flood. The postdiluvian civilization began with Noah and his family and ends with the 2nd Advent’s removal of all unbelievers from the earth. The millennial civilization ends with the destruction of unbelievers at the Great White Throne Judgment and then, the destruction of the universe. The eternal civilization begins with the creation of the new universe and never ends.  (Isa. 65:17, 3 Pet. 3:13, Rev. 21:1)



       

. . . the present heavens and earth . . .  have existed since the time of the great flood.  Verse 5 speaks of the antediluvian heavens, Verse 7 speaks of the postdiluvian heavens, and verse 13 speaks of the future heaven.

LESSON #103  (4-28-09)
The judgment at the end of the Millennium is divided into two parts:  the judgment of persons, Revelation 20:12-15 and the judgment of the earth found in Revelation 21:1. What is described in 2 Peter 3:10-11 occurs between Revelation 20 and 21.  At the end of chapter 20, we have the judgment of persons who are cast into the lake of fire. In Revelation 21:1, we have a new heavens, a new earth, and a new Jerusalem. 

The day of judgment here is the destruction of the present existing heavens and earth.
The destruction of ungodly men means unbelievers will be tossed into the lake of fire.  Just as physical death is separation of the immaterial part of man from his physical body, so the second death is eternal separation of the unbelievers from God.
1. The human race is divided in time into believers and unbelievers, John 3:36. 

2. The unbeliever is under condemnation, John 3:18.
3. The unbeliever has two appointments, physical death and the judgment Hebrews 9:27.

4. The unbeliever has a resurrection, John 5:28-29, Revelation 20:11-12.
5. The unbeliever has an indictment at the last judgment, Revelation 20:12-13.
6. The unbeliever has an eternal future, Revelation 20:14.
7. The unbeliever is condemned forever, Dan. 12:2, Revelation 20:15.
. . . by His word are being reserved for fire . . . There are times in the future God will destroy armies by fire, but this is referring to the “big one” at the end of human history, Ezek. 39:6, Rev. 20:9.

The entire world is headed for destruction by God, in His own time, in His own way, and it will be by fiery nuclear destruction.  He will destroy every vestige of sin and human good, bring an end to human history, then we will begin our wonderful-beyond-description eternal state with Christ.

LESSON #104  (4-30-09)
2 PETER 3:8
But do not let this one fact escape your notice, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.

But do not let this one fact escape your notice . . . starts with the conjunction of contrast de to reinforce that believers are not to forget, willfully or otherwise.  It is a quote from Psa. 90:4.
escape your notice . . . LANTHANO  v. pam; means more than just to forget or to be unaware; it means to hide or to keep secret or to conceal.  This verse is really a verse of encouragement and a reminder that we must be patient.

Peter was explaining to them that God counts time differently than man does.  In God’s eyes, the Church Age has not yet lasted two days.

beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day . . .  Peter once again called them beloved, encouraging them with his writing. 

a thousand , , , CHILIOI  adj. npn; the number 1,000.  Those who believe Rev. 20:2 uses this word in a literal sense are called chiliasts.  And those who believe this period of the Kingdom or Millennium will happen after Christ returns are called premillennialists.  So we are premillennial chiliasts.  

The delay of the 2nd Advent

1. The Lord is patient, slow to judge, and swift to save by His grace. 

2. The Body of Christ is not yet completely formed.

3. The 2nd Advent cannot occur until the Tribulation has been completed, but the Tribulation cannot start until the Rapture occurs which will terminate the Church Age.

4. So the lapse of time is thus fulfilling the Plan of God, not frustrating it.

This whole concept is very difficult for the “right now, immediately, can’t wait” generation we live in to understand. We have instant coffee, tea, instant marriage and divorce, instant potatoes and pudding, microwave ovens, drive-throughs, and all these are still not fast enough for us.   

LESSON #105  (5-5-09) 

2 PETER 3:9
The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.

The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness . . . Most people know little or nothing about God and His essence, so they relate His promises to their time schedule, not His.  Verse 8 gave us a comparison between His time schedule and ours.

Some try to discredit the pre-millennial return of Christ, pointing out that the concept of 1,000 years is not to be taken literally since it is merely a comparative time reference.   However, the literal 1,000-year reign of Christ on earth is strongly affirmed in Revelation 20:1-6 

but is patient toward you . . .MAKROTHUMEO  v. pai;  MAKROS = long, THUMOS = anger, wrath, indignation   To hold one’s wrath for a long time, the synonym in Hebrew is the word אָרַך (,ārak) to be long and אַף (,ap)  nostril, face, anger which is translated “longsuffering”.
Isaiah 30:18    Therefore the LORD longs to be gracious to you, And therefore He WAITS on high to have compassion on you. For the LORD is a God of justice; How blessed are all those who long for Him.

not wishing for any to perish . . . BOULOMAI  part. pd (active)  translated: wanting, willing, choosing, desiring, intending   God does not desire anyone to go to hell, in fact He has done everything to save all mankind including Christ’s incarnation and death on the cross.

UNLIMITED  ATONEMENT

1 Timothy 2:1-6    First of all, then, I urge that entreaties and prayers, petitions and thanksgivings, be made on behalf of All men,  2) for kings and All who are in authority, in order that we may lead a tranquil and quiet life in all godliness and dignity.  3) This is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior,  4) WHO DESIRES ALL MEN TO BE SAVED and to come to the knowledge of the truth.  5) For there is one God, and one mediator also between God and men, the man Christ Jesus,  6) WHO GAVE HIMSELF AS A RANSOM FOR ALL, the testimony borne at the proper time. 

1 Timothy 4:10  . . . For it is for this we labor and strive, because we have fixed our hope on the living God, who is the Savior of All men, especially of believers.

2 Corinthians 5:18b -19  . . .God . . . gave us the ministry of reconciliation,  19 namely, that God was in Christ Reconciling The World to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and He has committed to us the word of reconciliation.

1 John 2:2 . . . and He Himself [Jesus Christ] is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but also for those of The Whole World.

John 1:29 . . ."Behold, the Lamb of God WHO TAKES AWAY THE SIN OF THE WORLD!

John 3:17 . . ."For God did not send the Son into the world to judge the world, but that THE WORLD might be saved through Him.

2 Peter 2:1 . . . But false prophets also arose among the people, . . . who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the Master WHO BOUGHT THEM, bringing swift destruction upon themselves.

Limited atonement is a false doctrine that alleges that Jesus Christ died on the cross only for those that God chooses to save [the elect] and everyone else is condemned to eternal damnation in hell.  They are not condemned because they reject the gospel but because the gospel does not apply to them.  This monstrous doctrine impugns the character of God, ignores Scripture, and makes robots out of men who have been preprogrammed for heaven or hell.  Free volition does not exist so the angelic conflict has no purpose. There is no possibility of knowing if you are one of the fortunate ones going to heaven because no one can know for sure if Christ died for them.  How can one know if he is elect?  By the way he feels, by good works?

LESSON #106  (5-7-09) 

but for all to come to repentance . . . METANOIA  n. asf;  a change of mind.  The verb form is “METANOEO”, to change one’s mind.

The meaning here is to change one’s mind about Jesus Christ.  It does not mean changing one’s mind or attitude about sin and trying to be a better person, more religious, doing good deeds, or anything else.

Reformed Theology must add words to this verse that are not there in order for it to conform to their thinking.   

. . . not wishing for any  [of the elect]  to perish but for all   [the elect]  to come to repentance.

2 PETER 3:10
But the day of the Lord will come like a thief in which the heavens will pass away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works will be burned up.

Day of the Lord
Definitions of the word day vary from a specific event, such as a twenty-four-hour day, to an extended period of time stretching all the way from the rapture to the end of the thousand-year reign of Christ. Generally speaking, pretribulationists have identified the day of the Lord as the millennial kingdom, including the judgments that introduce the kingdom.  (Dallas Theological Seminary, Bibliotheca Sacra Volume 134 Dr. Walvoord, 1977; 2002), 134:3-4.)
Day of the Lord. The greatest expectation of the Old Testament was that of the Day of the Lord, yet it had not come when the Old Testament record closed and it has not come to the present time. It is still future, cf. 1 Thess. 5:1–2. It is related to Christ’s second advent and not to His first advent. This period extends from Christ’s coming “as a thief in the night”, Matt. 24:43; Luke 12:39–40; 1 Thess. 5:2; 2 Pet. 3:10; Rev. 16:15, to the passing of the heavens and the earth that now are and the melting of the elements with fervent heat. It seems highly significant that, in the same context and under the same theme in which those outmost boundaries of the Day of the Lord are given, 2 Pet. 3:8–12, it is declared that one day with the Lord is as a thousand years and a thousand years as one day. It is essential that every student make a complete induction of all in the Bible which pertains to the Day of the Lord and thus gain for himself firsthand knowledge of all that has been divinely determined for this extended period. It may then be seen that this day includes the judgments of God upon the nations and upon Israel and that these judgments occur at Christ’s return. It includes both Christ’s return and the kingdom of a thousand years which follows. It extends indeed to the final dissolution with which the kingdom ends, 2 Pet. 3:8–13; Rev. 20:1–15.  (Lewis Sperry Chafer, Systematic Theology, Originally Published: Dallas, Tex. : Dallas Seminary Press, 1947-1948.  (Grand Rapids, MI: Kregel Publications, 1993), 7:110.) 
LESSON #107  (5-12-09) 

Day of Christ:  The Rapture, 1 Cor. 1:8; 5:5; 2 Cor. 1:14; 5:10; Phil. 1:6, 10; 2:16. 
Last Day:   The last day of the Church,  John 6:40, 44, 54,  exception, John 12:48,GWT.
Last Days of the Church:   The last part of the Church Age will be perilous times, 2 Tim. 3:1–5; cf.1 Tim. 4:1–5; James 5:3; 2 Pet. 3:3. 
Day of Judgment / Judgment Day:  The Great White Throne Judgment, Mt 10:15; Jn 12:48; 2 Pet 2:9; 3:7; Jude 1:6; Rv. 20:5, 11-15; Unbelievers standing before JC as Judge, not Savior.
Day of Salvation:  any moment within the Church Age as a time when Christ may be received as Savior 2 Cor. 6:2.
Day of God:   Eternity future when the new heavens and the new earth will have been created, 2 Pet. 3:12. 
The Lord’s Day:   Rev. 1:10; The first day of the week”,  Matt. 28:1, is called the Lord’s day in this age of the Church and on the ground of the fact that on this day, Christ arose from the tomb.  The Lord’s Day was designed for the Church only, so it ceases when Christ’s body of people is removed from the earth. 

. . . But the day of the Lord will come like a thief . . . A thief comes suddenly, without warning, and is not a pleasant event.  So this is an accurate description of the day of the Lord.  The day of the Lord begins after the Rapture and ends with the creation of the new heavens and new earth.
. . . in which the heavens will pass away with a roar . . . Many believe that the mighty roar will be the sound of a worldwide nuclear explosion that will melt the elements.  

The word melt in 2 Peter 3:10 means “to disintegrate, to be dissolved.” It carries the idea of something being broken down into its basic elements, and that is what happens when atomic energy is released. “Heaven and earth shall pass away,” said our Lord, Matt. 24:35, and it appears that this may happen by the release of the atomic power stored in the elements that make up the world. The heavens and earth are “stored with fire”, 2 Peter 3:7, wuest, and only God can release it.  (Warren W. Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary, "An Exposition of the New Testament Comprising the Entire 'BE' Series"--JktWheaton, Ill.: Victor Books, 1996, c1989, 2 Pe 3:8.)
. . . the heavens will pass away . . . PARERCHOMAI  v. fmi;  to vanish, to perish, to disappear, to be removed  The universe as we know it will be no more except for the third heaven which is God’s abode. The middle voice suggests that the energy in the atoms themselves will be instrumental in the destruction of the universe.

. . . and the elements  . . . STOIECHEION n.npn;  used for elements, for fundamental principles of learning, Heb. 6:1, and for basic elements of the universe. STOICHEION was used by the Greeks to summarize the four basic elements as they observed them: earth, air, fire, and water. It is used here for the structure of the universe.

NAS  . . . and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat . . .
Nkjv  . . . and the elements will melt with fervent heat . . . LUO  fpi;  to loosen, to let go, to break, or to dissolve

. . . and the earth and its works will be burned up . . .  The conflagration will be so dreadful that we are unable to fully comprehend it.  Man will not destroy the world ! God will.  He will “push the button,” not man,  Isa. 13:10-11, 24:19  and  34:4.   God will not allow any human good or sin to exist in the new heavens and new earth.

All the things man boasts about such as his great cities, buildings, inventions, and his achievements will be destroyed in a moment of time.  Human good will be judged at the Great White Throne and at the Judgment Seat of Christ so that any remaining trace of it anywhere in the universe will be destroyed at the end of the Millennium.  

LESSON #108  (5-14-09) 

Fire is what exposes and destroys human good:  1 Corinthians 3:12-15  . . . Now if any man builds upon the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw,  13) each man's work will become evident; for the day will show it, because it is to be revealed with fire; and the fire itself will test the quality of each man's work.  14) If any man's work which he has built upon it remains, he shall receive a reward.  15) If any man's work is burned up, he shall suffer loss; but he himself shall be saved, yet so as through fire. 
. . . will be burned up . . . HEURISKOMAI  v. fpi;  to find out, to discover, to be laid bare.  Some translate this last phrase as a question, “Shall the earth and the works that are therein be found?” 
The sands of time are sinking, the dawn of heaven breaks;
The summer morn I’ve sighed for, the fair, sweet morn awakes.
Dark, dark hath been the midnight, but dayspring is at hand,
And glory, glory dwelleth, in Immanuel’s land.  (Dallas Theological Seminary, Bibliotheca Sacra Volume 115, 1958; 2002), 
2 PETER 3:11-12
Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way, what sort of people ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness,  12) looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, on account of which the heavens will be destroyed by burning, and the elements will melt with intense heat!

. . . Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way . . .   Peter starts the sentence this way to get people to thinking.  Is your purpose to live for the here and now and acquire as many things as possible during your short time on earth?  How do you spend your time and what are you working for?  For temporary luxury or pleasure that quickly passes away or for the really important things that last an eternity?  

James 1:11-12  . . . For the sun rises with a scorching wind, and withers the grass; and its flower falls off, and the beauty of its appearance is destroyed; so too the rich man in the midst of his pursuits will fade away.  12) Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life, which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.

. . . what sort of people ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness . . .  Will you live your life for self, for your own aggrandizement, and be arrogant, indifferent, and spiritually ignorant?  Or will you “repent” and live your life in the light of eternity, making decisions that will benefit you forever?   
12) looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God . . .  The “day of God”  refers to the eternal state which will include the new heavens and a new earth.  Peter is encouraging believers to look forward to this future time when things will be perfect with no more suffering, pain, or tears.  Focus on this future time helps us to endure the trials and tribulations of this life.
12) looking for . . .  PROSDOKAO part. pa;  to expect or to anxiously look forward toward something, 
Hebrews 10:34-37 . . . For you showed sympathy to the prisoners, and accepted joyfully the seizure of your property, knowing that you have for yourselves a better possession and an abiding one.  35) Therefore, do not throw away your confidence, which has a great reward.  36) For you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God  [taken and held the high ground of spiritual maturity] , you may receive what was promised.  37) For yet in a very little while, He who is coming will come, and will not delay.

Hebrews 11:26 . . . [Moses] considering the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt; for he was looking to the reward.
Matthew 16:27  . . . For the Son of Man is going to come in the glory of His Father with His angels; and will then recompense every man according to his deeds.

Revelation 22:12  . . . Behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to render to every man according to what he has done.

. . . on account of which the heavens will be destroyed by burning,. . .  LUO, same word used in verse 10; to loosen, to let go, to break or dissolve   It is at this time that our Lord will stop holding all things together.

Colossians 1:16-17 . . . For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities;  all things were created through him and for him.  17) And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together.

Hebrews 1:3  . . . He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his power.

. . . and the elements will melt with intense heat . . . TEKO (v. ppi;  to melt, to become liquid.  This is the same root word used in Zech. 14:12 describing the effect of a nuclear explosion on the human body.
LESSON #109  (5-19-09) 

2 PETER 3:13

But according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells.

we are waiting . . . PROSDAKO  v. pai;  to expect, anticipate, look forward to something.
Galatians 5:5  . . . For through the Spirit, by faith, we ourselves eagerly wait for the hope of righteousness.
Romans 8:23  . . . And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies.

Romans 8:25  . . . But if  (1st class)  we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.
Hebrews 9:28  . . . so Christ . . . will appear a second time . . . to save those who are eagerly waiting for him.
Titus 2:13 . . . waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ,

James 5:7 . . . Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth, being patient about it,

Hebrews 6:15  . . . And thus Abraham, having patiently waited, obtained the promise.
Isaiah 40:31 . . .They that wait on the Lord shall renew their strength, they shall mount up with wings as eagles, they shall run and not be weary, and they shall walk and not faint.
Psalm 37:34 . . . Wait for the LORD, and keep His way, And He will exalt you. . .
Psa. 25:5 . . . Lead me in Thy truth and teach me, For Thou art the God of my salvation; For Thee I wait all the day. 
Psalm 27:14 . . . Wait for the LORD; Be strong, and let your heart take courage; Yes, wait for the LORD.
Lamentations 3:25-26  . . . The LORD is good to those who wait for Him, To the person who seeks Him.  26)  It is good that he waits silently for the salvation of the LORD.

Matt. 6:2, 5, 16 gives the wages for human good.  









1 Cor. 3:15 gives the ultimate end of human good for believers.

Rev. 20:12 give the ultimate end of human good for unbelievers.

In 2 Peter 1:15, he used the word decease, which is “exodus” in the Greek and is used in Luke 9:31. Jesus did not consider His death on the cross a defeat; rather, it was an “exodus”;  He would deliver His people from bondage the way Moses delivered Israel from Egypt! Peter wrote of his own death as an “exodus,” a release from bondage.   (Warren W. Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary, "An Exposition of the New Testament Comprising the Entire 'BE' Series"--Jkt. Wheaton, Ill.: Victor Books, 1996, c1989, 2 Pe 1:16.)
LESSON #110-115  Fullness Of The Times and New Dispensation Timeline visuals
LESSON #116  (6-16-09)
. . . for new heavens and a new earth . . .  [Isa. 65:17, 66:22, Rev. 21:1
. . . in which righteousness dwells . . .   Imagine living in a place where no one lies, cheats, or steals,  No danger of being raped, robbed, or murdered.  No selfishness, no exasperation, no fights, no obscene gestures, no cursing, no rage, no snotty remarks, no sarcasm, no pettiness, no injustice, no hate or vindictiveness, no harassment, no discrimination, no rudeness, 

2 Peter 3:14 . . . Therefore, beloved, since you look for such things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace, without spot, and blameless. 
ESV   Therefore beloved, since you are waiting for these . . .

NIV    So then dear friends, since you are looking forward to this . . .

NAS   Wherefore, beloved, seeing you look for such things, PROSDOKAO  (part. pa.  We have seen this word before in the previous verse.

. . . be diligent . . .  SPOUDAZO  (v. aam;  to be diligent, earnest, eager; to strive to make every effort.  SPOUDAZO towards the Word of God always precedes PROSDOKAO.  You can’t look forward to something that you don’t know about.

Now we have an infinitive with a prepositional phrase:

. . . to be found by Him  [Jesus Christ] . . .  One’s behavior is linked to his expectation of the Lord’s return.
. . . in peace . . .   EIRENE  (n.dsf;  peace of mind, tranquility, arising from reconciliation with God and a sense of a divine favor. 

Romans 5:1  . . . Therefore having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,

Philippians 4:6-7 . . . Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.  7) And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, shall guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

It doesn’t matter who you are, what you do, or what you have, you will be a restless, miserable person without this type of peace.  Our God is so wonderful that He gives us peace on the inside regardless of what is happening on the outside.

LESSON #117  (6-18-09)
ADVERSITY IS INEVITABLE, STRESS IS OPTIONAL.  Stress is a killer and robs one of contentment and vitality.  It ruins our health and makes us irritable and unpleasant to be around.  Most people try to gain a measure of peace by trying to control their circumstances, but that is a formula for more stress. There are times when we can do nothing about our disturbing circumstances, but there is always something we can do about our thinking, attitude, and what’s taking place in our soul.

It is impossible to be at peace with God, ourselves, or anyone else when we are frightened or angry or stress has a chokehold on us.  Rebound and recall and focus on the doctrine stored in our soul breaks that chokehold and enables us to relax and enjoy the ride.

Jesus Christ is called “the Prince of Peace” in Isa. 9:6.  He will not only bring peace to this war-ravaged world, but He will bring peace to each individual believer who puts his trust in Him.  

Psa 32:10 - 11  . . . Many are the sorrows of the wicked; But he who trusts in the LORD, lovingkindness shall surround him.  11) Be glad in the LORD and rejoice, you righteous ones, And shout for joy, all you who are upright in heart.  

Psa 37:3, 4-5  . . . Trust in the LORD, and do good . . . Delight yourself in the LORD; And He will give you the desires of your heart.  5) Commit your way to the LORD, Trust also in Him, and He will do it.

Psa 62:8  . . . Trust in Him at all times, O people; Pour out your heart before Him; God is a refuge for us.
Psa 112:7 . . . He will not fear evil tidings; His heart is steadfast, trusting in the LORD.
Those who trust in the Lord will: 

Be blessed,  Prov. 16:20, Jer. 17:7;   

Prosper,  Prov. 28:25;  

Be exalted, Prov. 29:25;  

Develop courage, Phil. 1:14.
LESSON #118  (6-23-09)







                                                                                       
2 Peter 3:14-16 . . . Therefore, beloved, since you look for these things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace, spotless and blameless,  15) and regard the patience of our Lord to be salvation; just as also our beloved brother Paul, according to the wisdom given him, wrote to you,  16) as also in all his letters, speaking in them of these things, in which are some things hard to understand, which the untaught and unstable distort, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures, to their own destruction.

. . . without spot . . .  ASPILOS s) adj. npm;  A= not or without + SPILOS = spot.  This word is found only three times in the N.T., 1 Tim. 6:14, James 1:27, 1 Pet. 1:19.  Peter used it to illustrate the comparison of a physically perfect lamb, that was to be sacrificed, with Jesus Christ Who was perfectly sinless in order to be qualified to be our so great sacrifice.  This is not to suggest that we can be perfectly sinless but we should strive to develop character and virtue that is Christ-like.  

It has to be possible for us to be without spot since God commands it of us. So how can this be accomplished? 

Through Rebound.  Confession of sins to GTF removes every spot (sin) and there is no other way to deal with it.  Penance is a horrible anti-grace, unbiblical, Satanically inspired lie that doctrinally ignorant people think will handle their sin problems.  Penance is an insult to God and to the substitionary work of Christ on the cross.

and blameless . . .  AMOMETOS  (s)  adj. npm;  blameless, one that is not to be censured or rebuked.  When a believer Rebounds, he is instantly filled with the Holy Spirit which means that his sins have been forgiven and he stands blameless before the Lord.  There is no way that anyone could ever earn or deserve such wonderful grace.

The way to change our standing from carnal (spot and blame) to spiritual (without spot and blameless) is by confession of sin, 1 John 1:9.  That, plus doctrinal intake, enables believers to develop character and virtue which is part of becoming experientially sanctified.

Philippians 2:14-16 . . . Do all things without grumbling or disputing;  15) that you may prove yourselves to be blameless and innocent, children of God above reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you appear as lights in the world,  16) holding fast the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I may have cause to glory because I did not run in vain nor toil in vain.

2 Peter 2:13-14 . . . suffering wrong as the wages of doing wrong. They count it a pleasure to revel in the daytime. They are stains and blemishes, reveling in their deceptions, as they carouse with you,  14) having eyes full of adultery and that never cease from sin, enticing unstable souls, having a heart trained in greed, accursed children;

LESSON #119  (6-25-09)
2 Peter 3:15
. . .and regard . . . HEGEOMAI  v. pdm;  to regard, count, or reckon.  

. . . the patience of our Lord . . .  MAKROTHUMIA n. asf;  longsuffering, patience, to withhold anger  The “patience of our Lord” refers to the delaying of the Rapture in the sense that He gives more time for unbelievers to accept the gospel and for believers to grow to spiritual maturity.

. . . to be salvation . . . SOTERIA  n. asf;  to be saved, rescued, delivered.  What kind of salvation is this referring to?  Eternal or temporal?  None of us would be eternally saved or make it to spiritual maturity without the tremendous patience of our Lord.  Rom. 2:4
. . . just as also our beloved brother Paul . . .  Notice Peter referred to the Apostle Paul as “beloved brother”.  This demonstrates the wonderful character and humility that Peter had developed considering what is recorded in Gal. 2:11-14 !  

James 5:8-9    Be ye also patient; stablish your hearts: for the coming of the Lord draweth nigh.  9) Grudge not one against another, brethren, lest ye be condemned: behold, the judge standeth before the door.
1 Peter 4:8-9   And above all things have fervent charity among yourselves: for charity shall cover the multitude of sins.  9) Use hospitality one to another without grudging.

Those who hold grudges are implacable, are their own worst enemies, lacking unconditional love & forgiveness.

LESSON #120  (6-30-09)
. . . according to the wisdom given him, wrote to you . . .  While Peter recognized that God had given wisdom to the Apostle Paul, he did not consider himself in competition with Paul, but rather considered him to be a fellow servant in the Lord’s service.

2 Peter 3:16

. . . as also in all his letters, speaking in them of these things, in which are some things hard to understand, which the untaught and unstable distort, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures, to their own destruction.

. . . as also in all his letters, speaking in them of these things, in which are some things hard to understand . . . The Apostle Paul had also spoken these things to believers who had a hard time understanding everything he taught.  Certainly some doctrines are harder to understand than others.

which the untaught . . . AMETHEIS s) adj. npm;  A = not, without +  MAMTHANO = to learn, understand, or know. The Greek word for “disciple”, MATHETES s), means a learner, student, or pupi.l  All disciples are believers but not all believers are disciples; most of them are ametheis, ignorant.
and unstable . . . ASTERIZO adj. npm;  A = not + STERIZO = to stand, to be strong or steadfast.   Ignorance and instability go together.  Where you have one, you always have the other.

distort . . . STREBLOO v. pai  Strictly twist or wrench limbs on an instrument for torturing people called a rack; hence torture, torment; figuratively distort, twist, misinterpret words to a false meaning (2P 3.16)  Vol. 4, Analytical Lexicon of the Greek New Testament, Baker's Greek New Testament library (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Baker Books, 2000), 358. A stréblē was a winch, an instrument of torture.  This is a hopox logmomina, used only one time in the Bible.
Ignorant unstable people pervert the Scriptures to the point of torturing them.  All you have to do is listen to what the average person has to say about the Bible and you will find out very quickly how true this is.

as they do also the rest of the Scriptures . . . Ignorant people do not limit the torture of Scripture to eschatology only; they pervert the entire Bible.  It’s important to note that Peter recognizes the epistles written by the apostles as Scripture, the inspired Word of God.  Also see 2 Peter 3:2.

to their own destruction . . .  APOLEIA n. asf;  destruction, ruin, waste, needless squandering of a resource.  A warning similar to this is found in Rev. 22:18-19.

Even in Paul’s day, there were those who twisted his words and tried to defend their ignorance. They accused Paul of teaching that since we are saved by grace, it makes no difference how we live!  It was “slanderously reported” that Paul taught, “Let us do evil that good may come”, Rom. 3:8. Warren W. Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary, "An Exposition of the New Testament Comprising the Entire 'BE' Series"--Jkt. (Wheaton, Ill.: Victor Books, 1996, c1989), 2 Pe 3:15.
What happens to people who blindly twist the Scriptures? They do it “unto their own destruction.” Peter was not writing about Christians who have a difficult time interpreting the Word of God because nobody understands all of the Bible perfectly. He was describing the false teachers who “tortured” the Word of God in order to prove their false doctrines. I once listened to a cultist “explain” why the group’s leader was the “new Messiah” by manipulating the “weeks” in Daniel 9:23–27.  He twisted the prophecy unmercifully!  Ibid.

Today, false teachers and their pernicious doctrines are multiplying and infecting the church.  Doctrinal churches and doctrinal pastors are so rare that believers have a hard time finding one near their home.  

Television, radio, and even Bible bookstores are dominated by false teaching and heretical literature.  

One comforting thought is that anyone who truly desires to know God and his Word can still find Him.

Jeremiah 29:13 . . . And you will seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me with all your heart. 

LESSON #121  (7-2-09)       







2 Peter 3:17-18

You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, be on your guard lest, being carried away by the error of unprincipled men, you fall from your own steadfastness,  18) but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory, both now and to the day of eternity. Amen.

You therefore, beloved . . . Peter calls the believers he loved so much “beloved” for the last time and concludes by warning and encouraging them.  

3:1-2 . . .Beloved . . . be mindful  

3:8  . . .  Beloved, be not ignorant  

3:14 . . . Beloved . . . be diligent 

3:17  . . .Beloved . . . beware 

knowing this beforehand . . . clause is stated in the Greek with one word, PROGINOSKO  part. pa;  PRO = before + GINOSKO = to know,   To perceive or recognize beforehand, to know previously, take into account, or to give special considerationi beforehand.  We get the word prognosis from this Greek word. 

be on your guard lest . . . PHYLASSOMAI v. pmm;  to guard, protect, or watch.   Peter knew full well the dangers that can cause a believer to veer off course such as distractions like one’s own lusts, false teachers with their false doctrines and lusts, the OSN, the world, and Satan’s emissaries. 
The middle voice means the subject is being affected by its own action or is acting upon itself.  Each individual believer must take responsibility for being alert and not get sloppy or apathetic in his spiritual life.

It is easy for people who have a knowledge of the Bible to grow overconfident and to forget the warning,          1 Cor. 10:12 . . . Therefore let him that thinks he stands take heed lest he fall. 

It is so easy to be caught off guard spiritually.  No one intends to become lethargic spiritually, it just kind of sneaks up on a person.  Something particularly good or bad occurs in your life and the next thing you know, you have become distracted from your purpose and destiny in life.  Even the daily grind of your normal routine can get you off course.

being carried away . . . SUNAPAGO part. ap;  SUN = together + APAGO = to lead or be carried away.  This word is used only one other time in the N.T., Galatians 2:13 . . . And the rest of the Jews joined him  [Peter]  in hypocrisy, with the result that even Barnabas was carried away by their hypocrisy.

. . . by the error of unprincipled men . . . We must be careful what we read, what we hear, and especially who we choose to spend time with.  The woods are full of corrupt con men who are bent on using people and taking advantage of the naivety of people lacking doctrine and discernment.  They usually have an angle and manipulate others for their own aggrandizement.  

True believers must separate from false teachers and others who embrace false gospels.  There is no communion between truth and error. There are times when believers can agree to disagree, but there are 
times when they must separate.

We learned in 2 Peter 1:5-8  that we must supplement our faith with virtue, knowledge, self-control, steadfast- ness, brotherly love, and agape love. If we don’t, we will become ineffective and unfruitful, forget knowledge of the doctrine we have acquired, and be carried away into apostasy by unprincipled men.   

you fall from . . . EKPIPTO v. aas;  EK = from + PIPTO = fall.  This is the same word with the same application found in Gal. 5:4 . . . You have been severed from Christ, you who are seeking to be justified by law; you have fallen from grace.

Of course we know this has nothing to do with our eternal security being put into jeopardy.  The N.T. is loaded with warnings to believers but they never reference our eternal destiny with Christ.

your own steadfastness . . . STERIGMOS s n. gsm;  similar to the verb STERIZO, to firmly set or establish; a place of stability and safety.  This refers to doctrine acquired over a period of time.  One reason we are commanded to continue to assemble ourselves together for the purpose of learning doctrine is because there is always the danger of losing our zeal for it, forgetting it, and replacing it with human viewpoint.  
The stability of the Christian comes from his trust in God’s Word, his knowledge of it, and his ability to use it in  decision-making. 

We must never allow our intake of the Word to fall on the back burner but must make sure that our rate of learning exceeds our rate of forgetting.  It is amazing how fast a believer can forget the doctrine that once was ingrained in his soul. 

2 Peter 3:18
. . . but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory, both now and to the day of eternity. Amen.

but grow . . . AUXANO v. pam;  to grow, to increase, or to add to something. We must grow “in grace.” This has to do with Christian character traits, the very things Peter wrote about in 2 Peter 1:5-7, and that Paul wrote about in Galatians 5:22-23. 

We were saved by grace, Eph. 2:8-9, but grace does not end there! 

We must also be strengthened by grace, 2 Tim. 2:1-4. 

God’s grace can enable us to endure suffering, 2 Cor. 12:7-10. 

His grace also helps us to give when giving is difficult, 2 Cor. 8:1ff 

and to sing when singing is difficult, Col. 3:16.

R E V I E W:

LESSON #122  (7-14-09)    
LESSON #123  (7-16-09)    Review    

LESSON #124  (7-21-09)    Review  

LESSON #125  (7-23-09)    Review   

LESSON #126  (7-21-09)    Fish, ICHTHUS Acrostic  =  Jesus, Christ, God, Son, Savior;    Salvation 2/3rds Of The Time Means Physical Deliverance;   Day Of Eternity;   Amen  

LESSON #127  (7-23-09)    Review 2 Peter 1:1-3;  What People Think "Faith" Means VS What The Bible Says;   Isa.55:1-3, Delight Yourself In Abundance = B.D.   

LESSON #128  (7-30-09)    Review 1:3-19, God Promises To Provide Everything We Need To Become Partakers Of The Divine Nature Full Of Truth  =  J.C., The Morning Star;   Ready Yourself, Study, The Time Is Short
LESSON #129  (8-4-09)       Review 1:20-21, How To Counter The Objection, "That Is Just Your Interpretation";   Bible Doctrines To Know For Diligently Increasing 7 Qualities Of Maturity;   Doc. Of Inspiration
LESSON #130  (8-6-09)       Review 2:1-3,  False Teachers & Doctrines Such as Reformed, Covenant, & Replacement Theology, Lordship Salvation, Post Modernism, etc. & Applying Proper Apologetics To Them
LESSON #131  (8-11-09)    (Visual: Hell)
Review 2:4-6 Notes:  God's Grace Is Sufficient;  Compartments of Sheol;    Heb 1, We Are Created In Christ, Higher Than Angels

DOCTRINE OF SEPARATION
1. Most of your separation is from other believers. 

a. Believers in:

1. Incest, I Cor. 5:1
2. Separation from believers who reject B.D. is imperative, *II Thes. 3:6; * II Thes. 3:14-15; I Sam. 22:1.
3. Separate from believers who make emotions the criteria or their guide in life. i.e. Holy Rollers, Rom. 16:17-18.
4. Separate from the fast crowd, I Pet. 4:3-4; Prov. 1:10-19;  *I Cor. 5:9-13.
5. Separate from superficial social life and the apostate fun crowd, Jer. 15:17-21; Psa. 1:1.
b. Separation from unbelievers:

1. When B.D. must be compromised. II Cor. 6:14 (marrying unbel.); Heb. 13:13.
2. B.D. is compromised when you marry an unbeliever. Remember, you are influenced by the one with whom you have sex. They can influence you away from doctrine. 

3. Separation from human viewpoint, worldliness, Rom. 12:1-2.
4. Separation from Religion and Apostasy. * II Cor. 6:17-18; II Tim. 3:5.
LESSON #132  (8-13-09)    (Visual: Hell)
Review  Review 2:7-11, Compartments Of Sheol & Doctrine of Separation;    What To Do If You Offend Someone Or  If Someone Offends You 
LESSON #133  (9-1-09)       (Visual: Toleration shown below)
Doctrine of Toleration : Allowing Others To Have Their Foibles & Idiosyncrasies Without Being Offended By Them & Then Criticizing, Judging, Snubbing, Or Maligning Them 

We Don’t Tolerate:
Abuse of a Wife or Child 

Crime: Theft, Assault, etc.                

Adultery, Homosexuality  Incest, Pederasty, Bigamy                       

Children’s Bad Behavior 

Hostility to Spouse/Child   

Intrusion on Privacy             

Bad Language, Vulgarity Bullying                           

Tyranny                              
We Do Tolerate:
Thoughtlessness      
Outbursts of Anger   

Idiosyncrasies 
Ingratitude

Foibles      
Gossip

Anger, Insults        
Forgetfulness

Insensitivity  
Pettiness             
Impatience

                                                                  FORGIVENESS    (8-31-09)

Matthew 6:12 . . . 'And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.

Mark 11:25-26  . . . And whenever you stand praying, forgive, if you have anything against anyone; so that your Father also who is in heaven may forgive you your transgressions.  26) But if you do not forgive, neither will your Father who is in heaven forgive your transgressions.

Ephesians 4:32  . . . And be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you.  

Matthew 18:21-22  . . .  Then Peter came and said to Him, "Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me and I forgive him? Up to seven times?"  22 Jesus said to him, "I do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times seven.
BUT IF SOMEONE SINS AGAINST YOU:

1. Anytime someone sins against us and they ask for forgiveness, we are to forgive them.  We are not to hold a grudge or bring it up again.

2. What if they don’t ask for forgiveness?  Is it possible to forgive someone who does not want forgiveness nor think they require it?

3. What if they are not sorry for the sin they committed against you?  What if they don’t agree 

    that they have committed a sin against you?  What if they think you deserve what you got? 

4. Does the verses above mean that we must pretend the sin never happened?  Does it mean that 

   we must accept them as they are, regardless of how they treat us?  Does it mean that we are   

   required to continue to socialize with them?  Is there a limit to what we must tolerate from 

   fellow believers?   

5. Is there any recourse for a believer who has been injured by a fellow believer?   Matthew 

   18:15-17  

a. We should be humble and willing to take responsibility for any wrongdoing on our part.

b. We should have an attitude of reconciliation rather than vindictiveness.

c. We should be totally objective, not allowing emotions to interfere with our judgment.

6. What if the believer does not go to the same church you do?

7. What if the person who wronged you is not a believer?

LESSON #134  (9-3-09)       

Review 2:12-19, Things We Should Or Shouldn't Tolerate;  Relationship Rifts & What Injured Parties Should Do, Mt.18:15;   Greedy, Lustful, False Teachers 

LESSON #135  (9-8-09)       

Review 2:20-3:2,  Escaping Being Entangled In Former Unrighteousness By Means Of Experiential Sanctification, Having Your Thinking Rather Than Your Emotions Stirred Up
LESSON #136  (9-10-09)     

Review 3:3-7, Deists Believe God Created Everything And Then Deserted It, An Example Of Mockers In The Last Days;   Original Heavens & Earth;  God Unfolds The Future Heavens & Earth 
