                                      THE CHURCH DOES NOT REPLACE ISRAEL                (2 Peter Study  10-9-08)
The Jews thought  they were superior to Gentiles and that they were saved on the basis of their physical genealogy linked back to Abraham. In Galatians 3 and Romans 4,  Paul explained that salvation comes by faith in Christ, not by obeying the Law, and that this salvation is not only for Abraham’s descendents but for Gentiles, too. 

Galatians 3:6-7  -  Even so Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.  7) Therefore, be sure that it is those who are of faith who are sons of Abraham.
The requirement for being a son of Abraham is faith in Christ, not being a Jew genetically or religiously. The Church is not “spiritual Israel”.  Israelites are physical descendents of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, but not all 

of the children of Abraham are Israelites.  Abraham is presented as the pattern or father of all who believe in Jesus Christ for salvation, whether Jew or Gentile.  Abraham is the “spiritual” father of Christians, but this 

does not mean they become Jews or that they have replaced Israel as God’s chosen people.

Replacement theology claims that Israel’s physical descendents of Abraham have been replaced by the Church which is the new “spiritual Israel”.  They reference Gal. 3:7 & 29  to substantiate their claim where Church Age believers are said to be sons/descendents of Abraham.  

Church age believers are the sons of Abraham in one sense only. They followed Abraham’s example or pattern in receiving the imputed righteousness of God by believing the gospel. The blessings, covenants, and inheritance of Israel have not been cancelled nor have they been transferred to the Church.  Nor has the Mosaic Law with its rituals, feasts, Sabbaths, sacrifices, and ordinances been transferred to the Church.

Genesis 12:1-3  -  Now the LORD said to Abram, "Go forth from your country, And from your relatives And from your father's house, To the land which I will show you;  2) And I will make you a great nation, And I will bless you, And make your name great; And so you shall be a blessing;  3) And I will bless those who bless you, And the one who curses you I will curse. And in you all the families of the earth [including Gentiles]  shall be blessed."

How were all the families of earth going to be blessed by Abraham?  The Messiah would come from his line.

Paul quoted  Genesis 12:3  in:

Galatians 3:8  - And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, "All the nations  [ETHNOS, Gentiles]  shall be blessed in you."
Galatians 3:9  -  So then those who are of faith are blessed with Abraham, the believer  [as opposed to those who depend on good works who are under a curse].
Galatians 3:13-14  -  Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law, having become a curse for us;  for it is written, "Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree "  14) in order that in Christ Jesus, the blessing [EULOGIA, singular, salvation through faith in Christ]  of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.
Galatians 3:29  -  And if  [1st, and it’s true] you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's descents, heirs  [of salvation] according to promise  [Justification through faith in Christ].
Jesus Christ is a descendent of Abraham, Gal. 3:13, we are in Christ, therefore we are descents of Abraham.  

But there is also the spiritual seed of Abraham who are not Jews.  These are the Gentiles who believe and become Abraham’s spiritual seed. They inherit the promise of justification by faith as Paul explained earlier (cf. Gal. 3:6-9). To suggest, as amillenarians do, that Gentile believers inherit the national promises given to the believing Jewish remnant, that the church thus supplants Israel or is the “new Israel”, is to read into these verses what is not there.  John F. Walvoord, Roy B. Zuck and Dallas Theological Seminary, The Bible Knowledge Commentary : An Exposition of the Scriptures (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1983-c1985), 2:600.

Romans 4:9-12  -  Is this blessing  [EULOGIA, singular, salvation through faith in Christ]  then upon the circumcised  [Jews], or upon the uncircumcised  [Gentiles] also? For we say, "Faith was reckoned to Abraham as righteousness."  10) How then was it reckoned? While he was circumcised, or 
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uncircumcised? Not while circumcised, but while uncircumcised;   [Abraham received the blessing of imputed righteousness while he was yet a Gentile]  11) and he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith which he had while uncircumcised  [a Gentile],  that he might be the father of all who believe without being circumcised, that righteousness might be reckoned to them, 12) and the father of circumcision to those who not only are of the circumcision, but who also follow in the steps of the faith of our father Abraham which he had while uncircumcised.

Romans 4:16-17 a  -  For this reason it  [salvation]  is by faith, that it might be in accordance with grace, in order that the promise may be certain to all the descendants, not only to those who are of the Law, but also to those who are of the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all, 17)  (as it is written, "A father of many nations have I made you")

                                                                            ABRAHAM



                   ISHMAEL                                            ISAAC &                                           GENTILES

                                                                        JACOB / ISRAEL



Abraham was a believer and the father of Ishmael and Isaac.  

Ishmael was an unbeliever and is considered the father of the Arabs who are mostly unbelievers.  

Isaac was a believer who fathered Jacob, “Israel”, who was also a believer. 

But not all the descendents of Israel are believers. All Israel is not Israel, Rom. 9:6-8, meaning that only Jews who are believers who follow their fathers Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in believing the gospel are true Israel.  Abraham is also the spiritual father of anyone who accepts the gospel.

JOHN A. WITMER   Archivist and Associate Professor of Systematic Theology, Emeritus Dallas Theological Seminary 
Israel is God’s chosen people.  

Deuteronomy 7:6  -  "For you are a holy people to the LORD your God; the LORD your God has chosen you to be a people for His own possession out of all the peoples who are on the face of the earth.

a. This choice was based on God’s oath to Abraham in the Abrahamic Covenant, Gen 17:1–8. 
b. This is an everlasting covenant.  
Genesis 17:19  -  But God said, "No, but Sarah your wife shall bear you a son, and you shall call his name Isaac; and I will establish My covenant with him for an everlasting covenant for his descendants after him.
c. Israel is the vehicle for God’s revelation to mankind.
Romans 3:1-2  -  Then what advantage has the Jew? Or what is the benefit of circumcision?  
2) Great in every respect. First of all, that they were entrusted with the oracles of God.

d. The Bible recognizes a separate identity of Israel from Gentiles and from the Church, 
and that separate identity continued into the N.T.  
1 Corinthians 10:32  -  Give no offense either to Jews or to Greeks or to the church of God;
Because of God’s everlasting covenant with Israel as His chosen ethnic people, the nation has title to 

“all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession”, Gen 17:8; cf. 13:14–17 ; 15:7–21.   Possession obviously does not mean occupancy because Israel was removed from the land during the Assyrian and

              












        3 

Babylonian conquests and following the Roman destruction of Jerusalem. In fact, God had forewarned Israel of her dispersions from the land, Deut 28:36-37, 49–50, 64-67, but He had also promised her restoration, 30:1-6. Possession means ownership, a God-given title that will finally result in occupancy. 

That final return and occupancy is mentioned repeatedly: Isa 11:11-12; 14:1-3 ; 60:21 ; Jer 16:13-16; 23:5-8 ; 30:1-11 ; 32:37-44 ; Ezek 11:14-20; 20:42 ; 34:13 ; 36:16–28 ; 37:21-28. 

In addition to Israel’s continuation as God’s chosen people and her continuing title to the promised land is her continuation as a political entity, a nation. This involves God’s covenant with David concerning the everlasting establishment of David’s house or lineage, kingdom, and throne, 2 Sam 7:16; cf. vv. 24–25 ; Ps 89:19–37. 

God stated that sin by David’s descendants would bring divine chastisement, 2 Sam 7:14; Ps 89:30–32, but that His mercy would not depart from them as He had removed it from Saul, 2 Sam 7:15; Ps 89:28–29, 33–37. Confirmation and fulfillment of this covenant are predicted by the prophets in conjunction with Israel’s final regathering from the ends of the earth, Jer 33:14–26; Ezek 37:20–28; Hos 3:4–5; Amos 9:11–15. 

Christ will institute the fulfillment of all these promises to Israel and David, Luke 1:32–33, in His return to earth to establish His messianic kingdom, Acts 3:20–21; Rev 19:11–20:10.  

Dallas Theological Seminary, Bibliotheca Sacra Volume 149 (Dallas Theological Seminary, 1992; 2002), 149:263.

1 Samuel 12:22  -  "For the LORD will not abandon His people on account of His great name, because the LORD has been pleased to make you a people for Himself.

Psalm 94:14  -  For the LORD will not abandon His people, Nor will He forsake His inheritance.

Romans 11:1  -  I say then, God has not rejected His people, has He? May it never be! For I too am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin.  2 God has not rejected His people whom He foreknew.
Psalm 89:31-37  -   If they violate My statutes, And do not keep My commandments,  32) Then I will visit their transgression with the rod, And their iniquity with stripes.  33) "But I will not break off My lovingkindness from him, Nor deal falsely in My faithfulness.  34) "My covenant I will not violate, Nor will I alter the utterance of My lips.  35) "Once I have sworn by My holiness; I will not lie to David.  36) "His descendants shall endure forever, And his throne as the sun before Me.  37) "It shall be established forever like the moon, And the witness in the sky is faithful." Selah.

Jer 31:36-37  -  "If this fixed order departs From before Me," declares the LORD, "Then the offspring of Israel also shall cease From being a nation before Me forever."  37) Thus says the LORD, "If the heavens above can be measured, And the foundations of the earth searched out below, Then I will also cast off all the offspring of Israel For all that they have done," declares the LORD.

Amos 9:8  -  "Behold, the eyes of the Lord God are on the sinful kingdom, And I will destroy it from the face of the earth; Nevertheless, I will not totally destroy the house of Jacob," Declares the LORD.
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