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LESSON #1  (12-7-10)

INTRODUCTION

Most theologians agree that the Apostle Paul wrote this epistle from Corinth. He most likely wrote it within a year of writing the first epistle to the Thessalonians which would date this letter around A.D. 51-54.  This epistle would be Paul’s third canonical writing. 

There were four principal reasons for another letter so soon after the first one. 

1)  The believers were being persecuted and needed to be encouraged (chapter 1). 

2)  They were being misled as to the Day of the Lord and needed to be enlightened (chapter 2).
3)  Some stopped working thinking the Lord would return soon and needed correction (chapter 3). 
4)  The epistle also covers church discipline and suffering, 

“Unlike other letters, Paul made no assertions of his apostleship or authority in 2 Thessalonians. Instead, he wrote a very personal, gentle letter to the believers in Thessalonica who were suffering for their faith. He urged their continued perseverance, good behavior, love, and faith.  He reminded them of Christ’s coming, at which time the unbeliever would receive punishment, while the Christian would obtain honor, glory, and the eternal presence of Christ Jesus.” Larson, K. (2000). Vol. 9: I & II Thessalonians, I & II Timothy, Titus, Philemon. Holman New Testament Commentary; Holman Reference (88). Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman Publishers.
An emphasis is made on the distinction between the Rapture, the Day of the Lord, and when Christ comes to reign. 
2 Thessalonians 1:1-2  

Paul and Silvanus and Timothy to the church of the Thessalonians in God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: 2) Grace to you and peace from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

This greeting is very similar to the one in his first epistle to the Thessalonians. At the writing of this letter, Timothy had already returned from his mission to Thessalonica and reported to Paul concerning the condition of the Thessalonian believers.

“Silvanus, also called Silas, was chosen by Paul as a companion after John Mark left him. He was a leading brother and a prophet (Acts 15:22, 32). The second was Timothy, who was the son of a Greek father and a Jewish mother, and who had been brought up in a devout way by his mother and grandmother (2 Tim. 1:5), being instructed in the Old Testament Scriptures from childhood (2 Tim. 3:14–15).”  McNaughton, I. (2008). Opening up 2 Thessalonians (20). Leominster: Day One Publications.
2 Thessalonians 1:3-12

We ought always to give thanks to God for you, brethren, as is only fitting, because your faith is greatly enlarged, and the love of each one of you toward one another grows ever greater;  4) therefore, we ourselves speak proudly of you among the churches of God for your perseverance and faith in the midst of all your persecutions and afflictions which you endure.  
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5) This is a plain indication of God's righteous judgment so that you may be considered worthy of the kingdom of God, for which indeed you are suffering.  6) For after all it is only just for God to repay with affliction those who afflict you, 7) and to give relief to you who are afflicted and to us as well when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire, 8) dealing out retribution to those who do not know God and to those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.    9) And these will pay the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power,  10) when He comes to be glorified in His saints on that day, and to be marveled at among all who have believed-- for our testimony to you was believed.  11) To this end also we pray for you always that our God may count you worthy of your calling, and fulfill every desire for goodness and the work of faith with power;  12) in order that the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and you in Him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.  

Verses 3 through 12 is one sentence in the Greek consisting of 213 words. The NASV breaks this sentence down into five sentences. The KJV breaks it down into six sentences. We will study this sentence in its ten verses as broken down in the NASV.

Verse 3

We ought always to give thanks to God for you, brethren, as is only fitting, because your faith is greatly enlarged, and the love of each one of you toward one another grows ever greater;  

We should take note that faith grows or diminishes, it is not static. How important is the condition of a person’s faith?  In 1 Thess. 3:5,  we find that Paul sent Timothy to Thessalonica to find out about the believers' faith. This was his primary concern even more than their health and well-being.

“The words “greatly enlarged” UPERAUKSANO, from UPER, intensive, and AUKSANO, to grow, increase, signifies, as Dr. Clarke remarks, to grow luxuriantly, as a good and healthy tree in a good soil; and, if a fruit tree, bearing an abundance of fruit to compensate the labor of the husbandman. Faith is one of the seeds of the kingdom: this the Apostle had sowed and watered, and God gave an abundant increase. Their faith was multiplied, and their love abounded: and this was not the case with some distinguished characters only; it was the case with every one of them. For this the apostle felt himself bound to give continual thanks to God on their behalf, as it was “meet” and right.” The New Treasury of Scripture Knowledge: The most complete listing of cross references available anywhere- every verse, every theme, every important word (1416). Nashville TN: Thomas Nelson.
2 Corinthians 10:15 . . . Our hope is that, as your faith continues to grow, our area of activity among you will greatly expand . . .

Colossians 1:22-23 . . . yet He has now reconciled you in His fleshly body through death, in order to present you before Him holy and blameless and beyond reproach  23) if indeed you continue in the faith firmly established and steadfast, and not moved away from the hope of the gospel that you have heard,

What does it take for faith to be greatly enlarged? Certainly it is not something that just happens or that is automatic. Faith in anyone or anything grows proportionately to the amount of knowledge one has toward the person or thing. Like faith, knowledge is not static, it either grows or diminishes.

2 Peter 3:18 . . . But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and forever! Amen.

Col. 1:10 . . . And we pray this in order that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and may please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God. 
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Hebrews 11:6 . . . And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.

Faith and knowledge are married. You can’t have one without the other.

Romans 10:17 . . . So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ.

Luke 11:27-28 . . . And it came about while He said these things, one of the women in the crowd raised her voice, and said to Him, "Blessed is the womb that bore You, and the breasts at which You nursed."  28) But He said, "On the contrary, blessed are those who hear the word of God, and observe it."

Faith is enlarged when one experiences the faithfulness of God. It may also be enlarged through fellow believers who give encouragement to others.

Acts 14:22 . . . strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to continue in the faith, and saying, "Through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God."  

Faith towards the gospel is alive, it motivates spiritual growth, love towards others, and good works. However, if that faith goes un-nourished, getting little or no intake of Bible doctrine, it can decline or even die. 

James 2:14 . . ..  What use is it, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but he has no works? Can that faith save him? 

James 2:17 . . . Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being by itself. 

James 2:26 . . . For just as the body without the spirit is dead, so also faith without works is dead. 

Of course these verses were written to believers who are eternally secure, it’s impossible for any believer’s eternal salvation to be in jeopardy. They are referring to believers whose faith was not producing what it should have. They were believers who were not being experientially sanctified.
. . . and the love of each one of you toward one another grows ever greater . . .  When a believer’s faith is greatly enlarged towards God, his or her love for fellow believers grows right along with it.

Colossians 1:4 . . . since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and the love which you have for all the saints;

Galatians 5:6 . . . For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means anything, but faith working through love.

1 Thessalonians 1:3 . . . constantly bearing in mind your work of faith and labor of love . . .

Philemon 1:4-5 . . . I thank my God always, making mention of you in my prayers,  5 because I hear of your love, and of the faith which you have toward the Lord Jesus, and toward all the saints;

1 John 3:23 . . . And this is His commandment, that we believe [have faith] in the name of His Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, just as He commanded us. 
Faith in God and His Word must always precede love towards others.

So we see that as knowledge grows, faith grows. And as faith grows, grace grows. And as grace grows, love grows. The opposite is also true: As knowledge declines, faith declines. And as faith declines, grace declines. And as grace declines, love declines. God’s grace is always sufficient, but ignorant and/or negative believers receive less of it. The more we know about God, the more we trust Him; the more we trust Him, the more grace we receive, the more grace we receive, the more we love Him.  

LESSON #3  (12-14-10)   
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Verse 4

. . . therefore, we ourselves speak proudly of you among the churches of God for your perseverance and faith in the midst of all your persecutions and afflictions which you endure.
. . . speak proudly of you . . . EGKAUCHAOMAI inf. pm; 

2744. (καυχάομαι kaucháomai); "Some Greek lexicons deduce it from auchen (n.f.), the neck, which vain persons are apt to carry in a proud manner (Ps. 75:5; Is. 3:16). To boast, glory, exult, both in a good and bad sense." Zodhiates, S. (2000). The Complete Word  Study Dictionary: New Testament
Isaiah 3:16-17 . . . Moreover, the LORD said, "Because the daughters of Zion are proud and walk with heads held high . . . 17) Therefore the Lord will afflict the scalp of the daughters of Zion with scabs,

"Synonyms: boast, brag, vaunt, crow mean to express pride in oneself or one’s accomplishments. boast often suggests ostentation and exaggeration “boasts of every trivial success”, but it may imply a claiming with proper and justifiable pride “the town boasts one of the best museums in the area.”  Merriam-Webster, I. (1996). Merriam-Webster's Collegiate Dictionary. (10th ed.). Springfield, Mass.,
Usually the word “boasting” or “speaking proudly” is used in a negative way because some people like to boast about themselves. Few things are harder to endure than a braggart. 

Psalm 97:7 . . . Let all those be ashamed who serve graven images, Who boast themselves of idols.

1 Corinthians 1:28-29 . . . and the base things of the world and the despised God has chosen, the things that are not, so that He may nullify the things that are,  29) so that no man may boast before God.

Ephesians 2:8-9 . . . For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God;  9) not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.

But it is sometimes used in a good way as it is here.

Romans 15:17 . . . Therefore in Christ Jesus I have found reason for boasting in things pertaining to God.

Psalm 20:7 . . . Some boast in chariots and some in horses, But we will boast in the name of the LORD, our God.

Psalm 44:8 . . . In God we have boasted all day long, And we will give thanks to Your name forever.

Unfortunately, in most churches and families there is more criticism and denunciation then there is encouragement and praise. We should ask ourselves, “Do I hear more praise or criticism in my church or family? 

. . . for your perseverance . . . HUPOMONE n. gsf; to persevere, remain under. A bearing up under, patience, endurance as to things or circumstances. 

This is in contrast to MAKROTHUMÍA, long–suffering or endurance toward people. HUPOMONE is associated with hope, 1 Thess. 1:3, and referring to that quality of character which does not allow one to surrender to circumstances or succumb under trial.  
Zodhiates, S. (2000). The Complete Word  Study Dictionary: New Testament

The Christian life is not a sprint but a marathon. Patience is a fruit of the Spirit, Gal. 5:22. It is also required to receive one of the rewards offered to believers: 

2 Timothy 2:12 . . . If we endure, we will also reign with Him . . .
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. . . perseverance and faith . . . These two go together; the faith reinforces perseverance. 

Patience is steadfast endurance, which, in order to be of any value in the sight of God, must be combined with faith; stoical endurance is not here nor anywhere else inculcated in Scripture.

The Pulpit Commentary: 2 Thessalonians. 2004 (H. D. M. Spence-Jones, Ed.)
Even as the stars shine brightest in the dark night, so believers shine the brightest in the darkness of adversity. Perseverance is the fruit of faith that enables the Christian to keep on going to the end of the race Heb. 12:1-3. 

One of the keys of enduring suffering is found below:

Romans 8:18 . . . For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us.

The first thing most people do when they are facing something that is inconvenient or unpleasant is to do just about anything to avoid or get out of it. But these believers did not try to endure under their own strength but rather relied on the sufficient grace of God to endure. They accepted their circumstances as conditions He was allowing for His glory and their blessing. Suffering produces meek, patient, and trusting saints.

"Unbelievers see suffering differently from Christians. It is usual for them to think there is no God because they think suffering is evil or God would stop it if He really did exist. Thinking this way comes from defining God in the light of one’s own experience rather than letting faith learn from God’s self-revelation in the Bible."  McNaughton, I. (2008). Opening up 2 Thessalonians (28–29).

Often in times of suffering, the answers we seek are unavailable and then it is time to "lean not on our own understanding", but to keep on trusting the Lord.

Proverbs 3:5-6 . . . Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding.  6) In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.

Verse 5

This is a plain indication of God's righteous judgment so that you may be considered worthy of the kingdom of God, for which indeed you are suffering.  
Most believers don’t associate their suffering with the Kingdom of God. According to God’s righteous judgment, believers receive suffering to determine if they are worthy of the Kingdom of God. Only during our brief time on earth do we experience suffering. There will be no suffering for the believer in eternity Rev. 21:4.

There is always a reason for suffering, and this verse indicates that one reason is for God to be able to determine if we are worthy of His Kingdom. Since the character that emerges through the fire of testing is God-given, God receives all the glory. The grace of God makes it possible for a Christian to withstand the fires of human experience that destroy non-Christians and this is the Christian’s only claim to being worthy of God’s kingdom.  

We are not found worthy just because we suffer. Many people suffer but are never considered worthy of God’s Kingdom. Only those who persevere in faith under persecution and adversity are considered worthy. Only those who continue to think and apply doctrine under pressure are worthy.

Suffering is not something strange or abnormal. On the contrary, it is very normal to suffer. In fact, everyone suffers. However, it is the suffering for Christ or undeserved suffering endured through the power of doctrine and the Holy Spirit that makes us considered worthy for the Kingdom of God.

1 Peter 4:12-13 . . . Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened unto you:  13) But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings; that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy. 

Those who endure suffering on behalf of the Kingdom here on earth show that they are among      6 those who will reign with Christ in His Kingdom.

Romans 8:17 . . . fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him in order that we may also be glorified with Him.

LESSON #4  (12-16-10)
2 Tim 2:12 . . . If we endure, we shall also reign with Him; If we deny Him, He also will deny us;

If there were no suffering, there could be no rewards. It is in the Refiner’s fire of testing that the quality of our metal is determined. Furthermore, if there were no suffering, we would get too comfortable and our hope for our Lord’s return could falter. 

The present suffering of the godly is often balanced by a celebration of the glories to come and/ or by an assurance that God will punish the persecutors of the righteous.

James 1:12 . . . Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life, which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.

1 Peter 1:6b -7  . . . you have been distressed by various trials,  7) that the proof of your faith, being more precious than gold which is perishable, even though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ;

God is glorified when believers bear up under adversity by depending on His grace, wonderful promises, and doctrine He supplies. It is only by His power that believers are able to endure. How can any believer endure the pressure of the 21st century without utilizing God’s power that is available through the filling of the Holy Spirit and His Word. 

Verse 6-7

God is just: He will pay back trouble to those who trouble you  7) and give relief to you who are troubled, and to us as well. This will happen when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven in blazing fire with his powerful angels.

There are times when we feel justified in taking revenge on those who have offended us or sinned against us. However the Bible does not allow us to take revenge. 

Romans 12:19 . . . Never take your own revenge, beloved, but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is written, "Vengeance is Mine, I will repay," says the Lord.

The main reason we don’t wait for the Lord to take care of those who have harmed us is because we either forget or don’t believe that God is just. He will punish those who have harmed us but will do it His way and in His time.

Deuteronomy 32:41-43 . . . If I sharpen My flashing sword, And My hand takes hold on justice, I will render vengeance on My adversaries, And I will repay those who hate Me.  42) 'I will make My arrows drunk with blood, And My sword shall devour flesh, with the blood of the slain and the captives, From the long-haired leaders of the enemy.'  43) "Rejoice, O nations, with His people; For He will avenge the blood of His servants, And will render vengeance on His adversaries, And will atone for His land and His people."

Psalm 94:21-23 . . . They band themselves together against the life of the righteous, And condemn the innocent to death.  22) But the LORD has been my stronghold, And my God the rock of my refuge.  23) And He has brought back their wickedness upon them, And will destroy them in their evil; The LORD our God will destroy them.  
LESSON #5  (12-21-10)
Zechariah 2:5 . . . For I,' declares the LORD, 'will be a wall of fire around her [Jerusalem in the millennium], and I will be the glory in her midst.'

Zechariah 2:8-9 . . . For thus says the LORD of hosts, "After glory He has sent me against the nations which plunder you, for he who touches you, touches the apple of His eye.  
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9) "For behold, I will wave My hand over them, so that they will be plunder for their slaves. Then you will know that the LORD of hosts has sent Me.

. . . He will pay back trouble to those who trouble you . . . THLIPSIS  s) n. asf; to crush, press, compress, squeeze, to break; tribulation, trouble, anguish, affliction.

Psalm 3:7 . . . Arise, O LORD; save me, O my God! For Thou hast smitten all my enemies on the cheek; Thou hast shattered the teeth of the wicked.

Psalm 10:15 . . . Break the arm of the wicked and the evildoer; Seek out his wickedness until Thou dost find none.

Isaiah 49:26 . . . And I will feed your oppressors with their own flesh, And they will become drunk with their own blood as with sweet wine; And all flesh will know that I, the LORD, am your Savior, And your Redeemer, the Mighty One of Jacob."

Read Psalm 58

"This is not a repudiation of the mercy of God in favor of a law of retaliation. Mercy is not only available to the church but also to the persecutors of the church, as Paul’s own life illustrated. But the existence of mercy does not nullify the validity of justice, for those who reject God’s offer of mercy in the gospel will receive justice at the hands of a just God."  Martin, D. M. (2001). Vol. 33: 1, 2 Thessalonians (electronic ed.). Logos Library System; The New American Commentary (207–208). Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers 

Revelation 19:1-2 . . . After these things I heard, as it were, a loud voice of a great multitude in heaven, saying, "Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power belong to our God;  2) because His judgments are true and righteous; for He has judged the great harlot who was corrupting the earth with her immorality, and He has avenged the blood of His bond-servants on her."

For the righteous, it is somehow easier to suffer at the hands of evil with the knowledge that the evil persecutor will not escape but will be brought to justice. The victim’s temporary affliction is easier to bear when viewed against the eternal suffering of the afflicter.

Verse 7  

And give relief to you who are troubled, and to us as well.  

The suffering and adversity we face now is only temporary. It is also bearable for those who are humble and filled with the Holy Spirit.

The idea if “payback” has a duel meaning; it can mean to pay someone back for doing you wrong, or it can mean to pay someone back for something good for you. It has the former meaning in verse six and the latter meaning here in verse seven. As we endure hardship and undeserved suffering, it is important to remember that it is only temporary and relief is coming.

Luke 14:13-14 . . . "But when you give a reception, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind,  14) and you will be blessed, since they do not have the means to repay you; for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous."

O.T. saints will receive their resurrection bodies at the Second Advent, Job 19: 25-26, Isa. 26: 19-21, Daniel 12:1-3, Rev. 20:4-6.
We are never to repay evil with evil: 

1 Thessalonians 5:15 . . . See that no one repays another with evil for evil, but always seek after that which is good for one another and for all men.

This will happen when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven in blazing fire with His powerful angels.

We are given the timeframe when all this will take place. When our Lord returns at the Second Advent to set up His kingdom on earth, He will be revealed because every eye shall see Him.
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Revelation 1:7 . . . Behold, He is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see Him, even those who pierced Him; and all the tribes of the earth will mourn over Him. Even so. Amen.  

This is not the first time that our lord is revealed in a blazing fire. He appeared in a blazing bush to Moses Ex. 3:2, and descended on Mt. Sinai in blazing fire, Ex. 19:18, 24:17, Dan 7:-10.
Evidently, the Lord will be returning to earth at the 2nd Advent with angels.   

Matthew 16:27 . . . For the Son of Man is going to come in the glory of His Father with His angels; and will then recompense every man according to his deeds.

Matthew 25:31 . . . "But when the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the angels with Him, then He will sit on His glorious throne. 

Mark 8:38 . . . For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will also be ashamed of him when He comes in the glory of His Father with the holy angels."

John 1:51 . . . And He said to him, "Truly, truly, I say to you, you shall see the heavens opened, and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man."  

We too, will be returning with Christ when He returns to earth.

Isaiah 66:15-16 . . . For behold, the LORD will come in fire and His chariots like the whirlwind, to render His anger with fury, and His rebuke with flames of fire. 16) For the LORD will exe-cute judgment by fire and by His sword on all flesh, and those slain by the LORD will be many.

We too, will be returning with Christ when He returns to earth.

Zechariah 14:5 . . . And you will flee by the valley of My mountains, for the valley of the mountains will reach to Azel; yes, you will flee just as you fled before the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah. Then the LORD, my God, will come, and all the holy ones [saints] with Him!

Jude 1:14 . . . And about these also Enoch, in the seventh generation from Adam, prophesied, saying, "Behold, the Lord came with many thousands of His holy ones,

Verse 8  

. . . dealing out retribution to those who do not know God   [neg. vol. at God consciousness] 

and to those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus  [neg. vol. at gospel hearing].

This event was prophesied by our Lord in Matt. 3:11 and we refer to it as the Baptism of Fire.

Matthew 3:11-12 . . . As for me, I baptize you with water for repentance, but He who is coming after me is mightier than I, and I am not fit to remove His sandals; He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.  12) "And His winnowing fork is in His hand, and He will thoroughly clear His threshing floor; and He will gather His wheat into the barn, but He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire."

 LESSON #6  (12-23-10)                     BAPTISM OF FIRE
1. All unbelievers were removed from the earth once already by the flood; the next time it will be by 

    Fire, Matt. 3:11-12, 25: 31-33, Luke 3:16-17, 2 Thess. 1:7-9.

2. The baptism of fire is compared with what happened during Noah’s day, Matt. 24:36-39.

3. Several parables illustrate the baptism of fire:

(1) The wheat and the tares, Mt 13:24-30, 36-40.

(2) The good and bad fish, Mt 13:47-50.

(3) The ten virgins, Mt 25:1-13.

(4) The sheep and the goats, Mt 25:31-46.

(5) The talent test, Mt 25:14-30.  The one talent man represents the unbeliever.















   9

4. There will be a Jewish Baptism of Fire where Christ deals with Jewish unbelievers, Ezek 20:34-  

    38; Isa 1:25-27.

5. There will also be a Gentile Baptism of Fire, Mt 25:31-46.  All unbelievers, both Jew and Gentile, 

     will be placed in a compartment of Hell called Torments to await the Great White Throne 

     judgment.

6. Jesus is completely righteous and just to wage war on unbelievers and to toss them into Tor-ments, Rev. 19:11. 

LESSON #7  (12-28-10)                      
REAL BAPTISIMS are Dry
1.  Baptism of Moses, 1 Cor. 10:2, Parting of the Red Sea. 
2.  Baptism of Fire,  Matt. 3:11, 13:25, Luke 3:1, Unbelievers identified with fire at the 2nd Advent. 
3.  Baptism of the Cross or Cup,   Matt. 20:22, Luke 12:50, Christ identified with our sins on the cross.
4.  Baptism of the Holy Spirit,   Acts 1:5, Rom. 6:3, 4:1, Believers are identified with Jesus Christ.
LESSON #8  (12-30-10)                      
RITUAL BAPTISIMS are Wet 
1.  Baptism of Jesus, Matt. 3:13-17  The water represented the will of God the Father. 
2.  Baptism by John, Matt. 3:1-11, John 1:25-33    The water represented the kingdom of heaven. 

3.  Believer’s Baptism, Acts 10:47-48   The water   represented identification with Jesus Christ in His death  and with His resurrection. 
LESSON #9  (1-4-11)                      
2 Thessalonians 1:9-10  

And these will pay the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power,  10) when He comes to be glorified in His saints on that day, and to be marveled at among all who have believed -- for our testimony to you was believed.

“Scripture not only says very little about heaven, it says less about the condition of the lost. It is so awful that the Holy Spirit has drawn a veil over it. There is nothing given to satisfy the morbid curiosity or the lust for revenge. When God judges, He does not do it in a vindic-tive manner. He does it in order to vindicate His righteousness and His holiness. There is nothing in the Scriptures to satisfy our curiosity about hell, but there is enough said to give us a warning. It does not mean that it is less real because so little is said. Actually, Christ Himself said more about hell than did anyone else. Hell is an awful reality. I am not going to speculate about it; I’m just quoting what is said right here: He is coming “in flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power.” Thur the Bible with J. Vernon McGee 

There are many today who do not believe hell is a place that actually exists. Many believe there is no judgment or justice. Everyone will either go to heaven or will cease to exist at physical death.

The punishment of the wicked will be neither temporary nor will it be annihilation, but it will continue throughout eternity and those being punished will be conscious. It is eternal death as opposed to   eternal life.

Matthew 25:41 . . . Then He will also say to those on His left, 'Depart from Me, accursed ones, into the eternal fire which has been prepared for the devil and his angels.

Matt. 25:46 . . . And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.
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Mark 9:43-44 . . . If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life crippled, than, having your two hands, to go into hell, into the unquenchable fire,  44) where THEIR WORM DOES NOT DIE, AND THE FIRE IS NOT QUENCHED.

Daniel 12:1-2 . . . Now at that time Michael, the great prince who stands guard over the sons of your people, will arise. And there will be a time of distress such as never occurred since there was a nation until that time; and at that time your people, everyone who is found written in the book, will be rescued.  2) "And many of those who sleep in the dust of the ground will awake, these to everlasting life, but the others to disgrace and everlasting contempt.

Revelation 14:9-11 . . . Then another angel, a third one, followed them, saying with a loud voice, "If anyone worships the beast and his image, and receives a mark on his forehead or on his hand,  10) he also will drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is mixed in full strength in the cup of His anger; and he will be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb.  

11) "And the smoke of their torment goes up forever and ever; they have no rest day and night, those who worship the beast and his image, and whoever receives the mark of his name."

Romans 2:5 . . . But because of your stubbornness and unrepentant heart you are storing up wrath for yourself in the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God.

1 Timothy 6:15-16 . . . He who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords,  16 who alone possesses immortality and dwells in unapproachable light, whom no man has seen or can see. To Him be honor and eternal dominion! Amen.
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"The two climactic events of the Great Tribulation are the Campaign of Armageddon and the Second Coming. A considerable amount of data is given about this time period in the Scriptures. One of the greatest difficulties in the study of eschatology is placing these events in chronological sequence in order to see what exactly will happen in the Campaign of Armageddon. This paper is an attempt to do just that. The Campaign of Armageddon can be divided into eight stages and this, in turn, will facilitate an understanding of the sequence of events.   Vol. 5: Conservative Theological Journal,  2001 (14) (6). Fort Worth, TX: Tyndale Theological Seminary.
1st Stage:   The Assembling Of The Allies Of The Antichrist

The Campaign of Armageddon will begin with the sixth bowl judgment, Rev. 16:12–16. 

Revelation 16:12-16 . . . The sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great river, the Euphrates; and its water was dried up, so that the way would be prepared for the kings from the east. 13 And I saw coming out of the mouth of the dragon and out of the mouth of the beast and out of the mouth of the false prophet, three unclean spirits like frogs;  14 for they are spirits of demons, performing signs, which go out to the kings of the whole world, to gather them together for the war of the great day of God, the Almighty.  















11
15("Behold, I am coming like a thief. Blessed is the one who stays awake and keeps his clothes, so that he will not walk about naked and men will not see his shame.")  16 And they gathered them together to the place which in Hebrew is called Har-Magedon.

It is customary to associate the “kings from the east”, Rev. 16:12, with the 200 million of Rev. 9:16 however, neither consistency of exegesis nor the structure of the book of Revelation will allow for this.

The “200 million” and “the kings of the east” belong to two different judgments that must be kept distinct and cannot be combined. The “200 million” are in a Trumpet Judgment, whereas “the kings of the east” are in a Bowl Judgment. 

Many identify “the 200 million” of Revelation 9 as Chinese but “the 200 million” of Rev. 9 are described as demons, not men. The “kings from the east” are not Chinese either. 

"Everywhere else in the Scriptures, the east always refers to Mesopotamia (Assyria and Babylonia). Consistency demands that this, too, would be a reference to Mesopotamia and not to China (Mat. 2:1). The fact that the antichrist’s capital city of Babylon will sit on the banks of the Euphrates River further attests to the fact that the kings who come from the east will be Mesopotamian kings. Thus, consistency of interpretation also militates against matching this reference with China. Consistency of interpretation and not current events must be the basis of determining the meaning of any given text.

Notice in Rev. 16:13-16 that a call goes out throughout the world to the allies of the anti-Christ to gather or assemble together at Har-Magedon for war. 

"The summons will be reinforced by demonic activity to make sure that the nations will indeed cooperate in assembling their armies. These demonic messengers will be empowered to perform signs in order to assure compliance . . ."

It does not say that a battle actually takes place there.





                 

"It should be noted that the passage says nothing of a battle in this valley, for no fighting will take place there. The Valley of Jezreel will merely serve as the gathering ground for the armies of the antichrist. 

"While the term, “Battle of Armageddon,” has been commonly used, it is really a misnomer, for more than one battle will be taking place. For this reason, many prophetic teachers have stopped employing that term and are using the term, “Campaign of Armageddon,” as in this paper. But this, too, is a misnomer because there will be no fighting in Armageddon itself; all of the fighting will take place elsewhere. A more biblical name for this final conflict is found in the closing words of verse 14: the war of the great day of God, the Almighty. This is a more accurate description of the nature and extent of this final conflict."

 What is God’s view of this gathering? Is He frightened? Not hardly, He mocks them.

Joel 3:9-11 . . . Proclaim this among the nations: Prepare a war; rouse the mighty men! Let all the soldiers draw near, let them come up!  10 Beat your plowshares into swords And your pruning hooks into spears; Let the weak say, "I am a mighty man." 11 Hasten and come, all you surrounding nations, & gather yourselves there. Bring down, O LORD, Your mighty ones.

LESSON #10  (1-6-11)  
2nd Stage:    The Destruction Of Babylon
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"Throughout the second half of the Tribulation, Babylon will be both the center of world economy and the world political center. But later, in the second stage of the Campaign of Armageddon, Babylon will suffer a sudden devastation. Several passages are concerned with the future destruction of this city . . .

"The ruin of Babylon is associated with the restoration of Israel in Jeremiah 50:19–20. Israel is viewed as restored in her land with all her sins forgiven so that no one will even be able to find her sins any more. This restoration is to be a result of the annihilation of Babylon and can hardly be true of ancient Babylon."
Revelation 17 deals with religious Babylon and Revelation 18 deals specifically with the political and economic Babylon that will rule the world for 31/2 years after religious Babylon has been destroyed. The passage begins with a declaration of the fall of religious Babylon and the sadness and weeping over her demise from those who profited from her. 

3rd Stage:   The Fall Of Jerusalem

Zechariah 12:3 &14:2 says that all the nations of earth will be gathered against Jerusalem and half of the city will be taken, but the other half will hold on.

"The capture of Jerusalem by the forces of the antichrist will not come easily. God will greatly energize the Jews to withstand the attack to a great degree, causing heavy losses to the armies of the antichrist. Zechariah 12:3 stated that all these nations that burden themselves with Jerusalem will be sorely wounded, and Jerusalem will become truly burdensome to them. This energizing of the Jewish forces in the battle for Jerusalem is further described in Micah 4:11–5."
4th Stage:   The Armies Of The Antichrist At Bozrah

"The main concentration of Jews and Jewish leaders will no longer be in Jerusalem or in Israel, but in Bozrah, in the land of Edom or present-day southern Jordan.  Since the main purpose of the Campaign of Armageddon is the annihilation of the Jews, the armies of the world will move southward from Jerusalem to Bozrah (Jer. 49:13–14).






Jeremiah 49:13-14 . . . "For I have sworn by Myself," declares the LORD, "that Bozrah will become an object of horror, a reproach, a ruin and a curse; and all its cities will become perpetual ruins."  14 I have heard a message from the LORD, And an envoy is sent among the nations, saying, "Gather yourselves together and come against her, And rise up for battle!"
Jeremiah 49:22 . . . Behold, He will mount up and swoop like an eagle and spread out His wings against Bozrah; and the hearts of the mighty men of Edom in that day will be like the heart of a woman in labor.

Bozrah,  enclosure; fortress. (1.) The city of Jobab, one of the early Edomite kings (Gen. 36:33). It lies in the mountain district of Petra, 20 miles to the south-east of the Dead Sea. 

Easton, M. (1996). Easton's Bible Dictionary. Oak Harbor, WA     [see map]

5th Stage:   The National Regeneration Of Israel

"When speaking of the basis of the Second Coming, there are two facets to this basis. First, there must be the confession of Israel’s national sin (Lev. 26:40–42; Jer. 3:11–18; Hos. 5:15)."
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Hosea 5:15 . . . I will go away and return to My place Until they acknowledge their guilt and seek My face; In their affliction they will earnestly seek Me.

Secondly, a pleading for the Messiah to return, Zech. 12:10; Mat. 23:37–39. 

Matthew 23:37-39 . . . "Jerusalem, Jerusalem, who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her! How often I wanted to gather your children together, the way a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and you were unwilling.  38 "Behold, your house is being left to you desolate!  39 "For I say to you, from now on you will not see Me until you say, 'BLESSED IS HE WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD!'"

The nation as a nation will be saved, fulfilling the prophecy of Romans 11:25–27. 

Romans 11:25-27 . . . For I do not want you, brethren, to be uninformed of this mystery-- so that you will not be wise in your own estimation-- that a partial hardening has happened to Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in;  26 and so all Israel will be saved; just as it is written, "THE DELIVERER WILL COME FROM ZION, HE WILL REMOVE UNGODLINESS FROM JACOB."  27 "THIS IS MY COVENANT WITH THEM, WHEN I TAKE AWAY THEIR SINS."
"The all Israel means just that—every Jew living at that point of time, meaning the third that are left from the original number of Jews living at the start of the Tribulation (Zech. 13:8–9)

Zechariah 13:8-9 . . . "It will come about in all the land," Declares the LORD, "That two parts in it will be cut off and perish; But the third will be left in it.  9 "And I will bring the third part through the fire, Refine them as silver is refined, And test them as gold is tested. They will call on My name, And I will answer them; I will say, 'They are My people,' And they will say, 'The LORD is my God.'"
Isaiah 64:1–12 also describes the pleading of the Jews for the Second Coming.  [read]

Psalm 79: 1-13, 80: 1-19
LESSON #11  (1-11-11)                      
6th Stage:   The Second Coming Of The Messiah

"In the sixth stage, Jesus will return at the Jewish request for Him to do so. The initial place of His return will not be the Mount of Olives, as is commonly taught, but the place known as Bozrah. Since this fact is relatively new to most people, it would be best to deal with the place of the Second Coming before discussing the manner of His return."
The Place of the Second Coming
"Four key passages pinpoint the place of the Second Coming at Bozrah. A fifth one has a possible reference to it. The first passage is Isaiah 34:1–7. Isaiah begins with a call to all the nations, declaring that God has indignation against all these nations and against their armies in particular. They are destined to be slaughtered with the sword of the Lord (vv. 1–3). But when the sword of God strikes all the armies of all the nations, in what place will it strike? The name of the country where all the nations will be smitten is identified as the land of Edom (v. 5). Becoming even more specific, it will occur at the city of Bozrah in the land of Edom (vv. 6–7). According to this passage, the exact geographic spot where God will strike all the armies of all the nations will be the city of Bozrah in the land of Edom (southern Jordan).

"A far more graphic description is given in Isaiah 63:1–6. While in a prophetic vision, Isaiah the Prophet was standing on some high point or mountain in Israel looking eastward towards the land of Edom. 
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"When suddenly he saw a magnificent, but blood-stained, figure approaching him in glory and splendor. At that point a question and answer session ensues between Isaiah the Prophet and this marching figure. 

"By the time Messiah reaches Israel, His garments are already stained with blood from the slaughter of the enemy.
 

"The third Scripture that places His initial return in this area is Habakkuk 3:3. Teman and Mount Paran are both in the vicinity of Bozrah and are located in the same mountain range of Mount Seir. The context is obviously speaking of the Second Coming, and that event is said to be in the same area."
"All these passages clearly pinpoint the place of the Second Coming as being in the land of Edom and at the city of Bozrah. This correlates with where the remnant of Israel will be located in the last days. The remnant of Israel gathered in Bozrah and the Second Coming are linked together in the fourth passage, in Micah 2:12–13. The remnant of Israel will be gathered in Bozrah (v. 12) where they will be besieged by the forces of the antichrist. They are finally able to break the siege, because Jehovah the King is leading them (v. 13). The breaker, the king, and Jehovah are all the same Person in this verse.

"According to Acts 1:9–11, He will return in the same manner as He left. It must be noted that the angels did not prophesy that Jesus would return to the same place, but rather in the same manner. 

Matthew 24:15-16  . . . Therefore when you see the ABOMINATION OF DESOLATION which was spoken of through Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place (let the reader understand),  16 then those who are in Judea must flee to the mountains   [Petra in Edom].

"So at the sixth stage of the Campaign of Armageddon, Jesus will return at the request of Israel and enter into battle with the antichrist and his armies. With His return to the remnant of Israel in Bozrah, He will indeed save the tents of Judah first, before saving the Jews of Jerusalem (Zech. 12:7). The term tents points to temporary abodes rather than permanent dwellings. The fact that Judah is living in tents shows that Judah is not home in Judah, but is temporarily elsewhere. That elsewhere is Bozrah. Since the Messiah will save the tents of Judah first, this, too, shows that the initial place of His return will be Bozrah and not the Mount of Olives."
LESSON #12  (1-13-11) The Manner of the Second Coming

"Having identified the place of the Second Coming, it is now necessary to look at the Scriptures dealing with the manner of the Second Coming, and the final battle between Jesus and the antichrist. It has already been learned from Isaiah 63:2–6 that when He fights, Messiah will fight alone and no others will participate in the battle."






Revelation 19:11-18  . . . And I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse, and He who sat on it is called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and wages war.  12 His eyes are a flame of fire, and on His head are many diadems; and He has a name written on Him which no one knows except Himself.  13 He is clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of God.  14 And the armies which are in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, were following Him on white horses.  15 From His mouth comes a sharp sword, so that with it He may strike down the nations, and He will rule them with a rod of iron; and He treads the wine press of the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty.  16 And on His robe and on His thigh He has a name written, "KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS."  17 Then I saw an angel standing in the sun, and he cried out with a loud voice, saying to all the birds which fly in midheaven, 
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"Come, assemble for the great supper of God,  18 so that you may eat the flesh of kings and the flesh of commanders and the flesh of mighty men and the flesh of horses and of those who sit on them and the flesh of all men, both free men and slaves, and small and great."

Verse 14 mentions “the armies which are in heaven” that follow Christ when He returns. Their description identifies them as Church Age believers who have already gone through the Judgment Seat of Christ and are clothed with fine linen, white and clean. 

Revelation 19:7-8 . . . Let us rejoice and be glad and give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb has come and His bride has made herself ready."  8 It was given to her to clothe herself in fine linen, bright and clean; for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints.
Since verse 14 says “armies” in the plural are returning with Christ, some identify one army being the angles who return with Him, Matt. 16:27, and the other army consisting of believers Rev. 19:14, Jude 1:14-15. However, Isaiah 63:1–6 made it clear that although the armies of saints and angels will return with Him, they will not participate in the fighting. Messiah will fight this battle by Himself.

7th Stage:    The Battle From Bozrah To The Valley Of Jehoshaphat

"While the battle between Messiah and the antichrist will begin at Bozrah, it will apparently continue all the way back to the eastern walls of Jerusalem which overlook a section of the Kidron Valley, which is also known as the Valley of Jehoshaphat. The key passage is Joel 3:12–13.
"Jesus Christ will easily dispense with the anti-Christ (Hab. 3:13b, 2 Thess. 2:8)." 

Habakkuk 3:13b . . .You struck the head of the house of the evil To lay him open from thigh to neck. 

2 Thessalonians 2:8 . . . then that lawless one will be revealed whom the Lord will slay with the breath of His mouth and bring to an end by the appearance of His coming.
"The arrival of the soul of the antichrist into Hell is described in Isaiah 14:1–21.

"Having described the spirit of the antichrist in Hell, Isaiah later describes the fate of his dead body on earth (14:16–21). Many will be able to view the body of the antichrist and will stare in utter disbelief that he died so suddenly and easily considering he had shaken the kingdoms of the world and the earth trembled in his presence (vv. 16–17). While lesser kings are buried in pompous sepulchers (v. 18), not so the antichrist whose body will be trampled by the fleeing feet of his own armies (v. 19). In fact, his body will never be buried at all (v. 20).  His entire family will be destroyed so that they cannot try to follow in their father’s footsteps and attempt to rule the world (v. 21).

"After the death of the antichrist, the slaughter of his army will continue. Several passages have been cited already which pictured the Messiah as marching through the land in indignation and treading the nations with His feet, causing blood to be sprinkled on His garments. 



"Zechariah 14:12–15 describes the manner in which these massive hordes of antichrist’s armies will be destroyed. The nations that have gathered against the Jews (3:9–11) will now find themselves being treaded by the King of the Jews. It is of this treading in the Valley of Jehoshaphat that Revelation 14:19–20 speaks. The city spoken of in these verses is Jerusalem, and the winepress is just outside the city, meaning it is in the Valley of Jehoshaphat. From here the armies of the antichrist will leave for Bozrah, and they will return here as the conflict comes to an end. The blood stretches for 1,600 furlongs, which is approximately 200 miles. 
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"The 200 miles may refer to the entire area from the Valley of Armageddon to Bozrah, which is about 200 miles. Another possible explanation is that it refers to the round trip distance between Jerusalem and Bozrah. The fighting will begin at Jerusalem and move to Bozrah (100 miles), and with the Second Coming, will return back from Bozrah to the Valley of Jehoshaphat (another 100 miles).

"The battle will come to an end in the Valley of Jehoshaphat, ending the seventh stage of the Campaign of Armageddon."

LESSON #13  (1-18-11)  
8th Stage:    The Victory Ascent On The Mount Of Olives

"After the actual fighting is completed, there will be a victory ascent up the Mount of Olives (Zech. 14:3–4a). Since this passage is often used as evidence that the Second Coming will initially take place at the Mount of Olives, it needs to be studied more carefully, especially in light of the other passages.

"Jehovah is first seen as going forth to fight against the nations that had gathered against the Jews (v. 3). It is only after the fighting of verse three that His feet will stand upon the Mount of Olives (v. 4).

"Along with this victory ascent upon the Mount of Olives, a number of cataclysmic events will occur as the Great Tribulation comes to an end. These cataclysmic events will be a result of the seventh bowl judgment (Rev. 16:17–21).

"Another cataclysmic event that will take place at this time is the worldwide blackout (Matt. 24:29; Joel 3:14–17). The Great Tribulation and the Campaign of Armageddon will come to an end with these cataclysmic events."
********************************************************

LESSON #14  (1-20-11)
PREPARATION FOR ARMAGEDDON AND THE 2ND ADVENT

ISRAEL  RE-GATHERED
EXILED OUT OF THE LAND           
RE-GATHERED BACK TO THE LAND     
DATE
1914 BC  by drought into Egypt 
From Egypt into a nation                            
1445 BC  

722   BC  by Assyrian captivity
Were never re-gathered                               
     -

 
      (10 Northern tribes)    

586   BC  by Babylonian captivity   
From Babylon back to the Land        
  
516   BC

70     AD  by Rome, dispersed all over   


PHASE 1)  From the 4 corners of the earth       1948  AD
                                                                 
PHASE 2)  From the 4 corners of the earth       2nd Advent  
Red 
– Israel re-gathering in unbelief

Blue 
– unbelievers judged at the end of the Tribulation

Green – Israel re-gathered in belief 
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Ezekiel 20:33-38 . . . 33 "As I live," declares the Lord God, "surely with a mighty hand and with an outstretched arm and with wrath poured out, I shall be king over you.  34 "And I shall bring you out from the peoples and gather you from the lands where you are scattered, with a mighty hand and with an outstretched arm and with wrath poured out   [Phase 1 End-Time regathering];  

35 and I shall bring you into the wilderness of the peoples, and there I shall enter into judgment with you face to face.  36 "As I entered into judgment with your fathers in the wilderness of the land of Egypt, so I will enter into judgment with you," declares the Lord God.  37 "And I shall make you pass under the rod, and I shall bring you into the bond of the covenant    [with  believing Jews at the Phase 2 End-Time regathering]; 

 38 and I shall purge from you the rebels and those who transgress against Me  [unbelievers];   I shall bring them out of the land where they sojourn, but they will not enter the land of Israel. Thus you will know that I am the LORD.

ANTI-CHRIST’S ALLIES GATHERED

Revelation 13:13 &16 . . . And I saw coming out of the mouth of the dragon . . . to gather them together for the war of the great day of God, the Almighty. . . 16 And they gathered them together to the place which in Hebrew is called Har-Magedon.
Joel 3:9-11 . . . Proclaim this among the nations: prepare a war; rouse the mighty men! Let all the soldiers draw near, let them come up!  10 Beat your plowshares into swords and your pruning hooks into spears; Let the weak say, "I am a mighty man."  11 Hasten and come, all you surrounding nations, and gather yourselves there. Bring down, O LORD, Your mighty ones.   [God is challenging them to do their best, taunting, laughing, using them to bring about His own purpose.]
THE DESTRUCTION OF BABYLON 

Religious Babylon Destroyed

Revelation 17:16-17 . . . "And the ten horns which you saw, and the beast, these will hate the harlot  [Religious Babylon the first 3 ½ years]  and will make her desolate and naked, and will eat her flesh and will burn her up with fire.  17) "For God has put it in their hearts to execute His purpose by having a common purpose, and by giving their kingdom to the beast, until the words of God will be fulfilled.

Economic and Political Babylon Destroyed

Isaiah 13:9-10 . . . Behold, the day of the LORD is coming, Cruel, with fury and burning anger, To make the land a desolation; and He will exterminate its sinners from it   [Baptism of Fire].  10) For the stars of heaven and their constellations Will not flash forth their light; The sun will be dark when it rises And the moon will not shed its light.

Revelation 16:19 . . . The great city was split into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell. Babylon the great was remembered before God, to give her the cup of the wine of His fierce wrath.   Isaiah 14:1-22  [describes what is going to happen to Anti-Christ]
THE FALL OF JERUSALEM

Zechariah 14:2 . . . For I will gather all the nations against Jerusalem to battle, and the city will be captured, the houses plundered, the women ravished and half of the city exiled, but the rest of the people will not be cut off from the city.
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Micah 4:11-13 . . . "And now many nations have been assembled against you who say, 'Let her be polluted, and let our eyes gloat over Zion.'  12) "But they do not know the thoughts of the LORD, and they do not understand His purpose; for He has gathered them like sheaves to the threshing floor.  13) "Arise and thresh, daughter of Zion, for your horn  [power & might]  I will make iron and your hoofs I will make bronze, that you may pulverize many peoples, that you may devote to the LORD their unjust gain and their wealth to the Lord of all the earth.

THE ARMIES OF THE ANTICHRIST AT BOZRAH

Jeremiah 49:13-14 . . . "For I have sworn by Myself," declares the LORD, "that Bozrah will become an object of horror, a reproach, a ruin and a curse; and all its cities will become perpetual ruins."  14 I have heard a message from the LORD, and an envoy is sent among the nations, saying, "Gather yourselves together and come against her, and rise up for battle!"
Jeremiah 49:22 . . . Behold, He will mount up and swoop like an eagle and spread out His wings against Bozrah; and the hearts of the mighty men of Edom in that day will be like the heart of a woman in labor.  [unbelievers very uncomfortable]
THE NATIONAL REGENERATION OF ISRAEL
Matthew 23:37-39 . . . "Jerusalem, Jerusalem, who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her! How often I wanted to gather your children together, the way a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and you were unwilling.  38) "Behold, your house is being left to you desolate!  39) "For I say to you, from now on you will not see Me until you say, 'BLESSED IS HE WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD!'"

Hosea 5:15 . . . I will go away and return to My place Until they acknowledge their guilt and seek My face; In their affliction they will earnestly seek Me.

Zechariah 13:8-9 . . . "It will come about in all the land," Declares the LORD, "That two parts in it will be cut off and perish; But the third will be left in it.  9 "And I will bring the third part [of the Jews holding out in Jerusalem]  through the fire, refine them as silver is refined, and test them as gold is tested. They will call on My name, and I will answer them; I will say, 'They are My people,' and they will say, 'The LORD is my God.'"
THE SECOND COMING OF THE MESSIAH
Isaiah 63:1-6 . . . Who is this who comes from Edom, With garments of glowing colors from Bozrah, This One who is majestic in His apparel, Marching in the greatness of His strength? "It is I who speak in righteousness, mighty to save."  2) Why is Your apparel red, And Your garments like the one who treads in the wine press?  3) "I have trodden the wine trough alone, and from the peoples there was no man with Me. I also trod them in My anger and trampled them in My wrath; and their lifeblood is sprinkled on My garments, and I stained all My raiment.  4) "For the day of vengeance was in My heart, and My year of redemption has come.  5) "I looked, and there was no one to help, and I was astonished and there was no one to uphold; so My own arm brought salvation to Me, and My wrath upheld Me.  6) "I trod down the peoples in My anger and made them drunk in My wrath, and I poured out their lifeblood on the earth."

Habakkuk 3:3 . . . God comes from Teman, and the Holy One from Mount Paran. Selah. His splendor covers the heavens, and the earth is full of His praise.

THE BATTLE FROM BOZRAH TO THE VALLEY OF JEHOSHAPHAT
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Joel 3:12-13 . . .  Let the nations be aroused And come up to the valley of Jehoshaphat, For there I will sit to judge All the surrounding nations.  13) Put in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe. Come, tread, for the wine press is full; the vats overflow, for their wickedness is great.

Revelation 14:19-20 . . . So the angel swung his sickle to the earth and gathered the clusters from the vine of the earth, and threw them into the great wine press of the wrath of God.  20) And the wine press was trodden outside the city, and blood came out from the wine press, up to the horses' bridles, for a distance of two hundred miles.

Joel 3:1-2 . . . "For behold, in those days and at that time, When I restore the fortunes of Judah and Jerusalem,  2) I will gather all the nations, And bring them down to the valley of Jehoshaphat. Then I will enter into judgment with them there On behalf of My people and My inheritance, Israel, Whom they have scattered among the nations; And they have divided up My land.

Note: Jehoshaphat means “Yahweh judges”.

THE VICTORY ASCENT ON THE MOUNT OF OLIVES

Zechariah 14:3-4 . . . Then the LORD will go forth and fight against those nations, as when He fights on a day of battle.  4) In that day His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, which is in front of Jerusalem on the east; and the Mount of Olives will be split in its middle from east to west by a very large valley, so that half of the mountain will move toward the north and the other half toward the south.

Revelation 16:17-21 . . . Then the seventh angel poured out his bowl upon the air, and a loud voice came out of the temple from the throne, saying, "It is done."  18) And there were flashes of lightning and sounds and peals of thunder; and there was a great earthquake, such as there had not been since man came to be upon the earth, so great an earthquake was it, and so mighty.  19) The great city was split into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell. Babylon the great was remembered before God, to give her the cup of the wine of His fierce wrath.  20) And every island fled away, and the mountains were not found. 

 21) And huge hailstones, about one hundred pounds each, came down from heaven upon men; and men blasphemed God because of the plague of the hail, because its plague was extremely severe.

*********************************************************
LESSON #15  (1-25-11)
2 Thessalonians 1:9b

. . . away from the presence of the Lord . . . PROSOPON n. gsn; the eye or face. Literally the part toward, at, or around the eye. Hence, the face, countenance, presence, person. Believers will some day be face-to-face with the Lord, but unbelievers will not.

Unbelievers will miss the glory of the Lord. One can’t expect to reject someone or something and then share in the glory of that person or thing.

2 Thessalonians 1:10

. . . when He comes to be glorified in/by His saints on that day . . . We will return to earth at the 2nd Advent as the Bride of Christ, and He will be glorified for what He has done for us. We will have no OSN, our resurrection bodies will be glorious, and He will be glorified by our glorification. 

The brighter we shine, the more glory He receives;  we are instruments to mirror His glory.
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1 John 3:2 . . . Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we will be. We know that when He appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as He is.

 “Christ will be “glorified in” (not by) His saints, that is. His glory will be mirrored in them. Christians will marvel in that they will admire their Lord for what He has done in them. All believers will marvel—not just those living on the earth and those resurrected when Christ returns, but also those who return to earth with Him, those who had been caught up to be with the Lord at the Rapture.” Walvoord, J. F., Zuck, R. B., & Dallas Theological Seminary. (1983-). The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures
John 17:22 . . . The glory which You have given Me, I have given to them that they may be one, just as We are one.

 “When Jesus comes he will be glorified in his holy people. Christ will not only display his glory, but in some way this glory will be shown in those who belong to him. This is the day Paul had in mind when he wrote. 

“Our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all” (2 Cor. 4:17). The future kept him pressing on in the present. That is why he could say, “We do not lose heart” (2 Cor. 4:16).” Larson, K. (2000). Vol. 9: I & II Thessalonians, I & II Timothy, Titus, Philemon. 

Holman New Testament Commentary; Holman Reference (93). Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman Publishers.
Jesus Christ will be unbelievably awesome when He returns and everyone, both believers and unbelievers, will be impressed. . . . on that day . . . the day Christ returns to earth, the 2nd Advent, it will be wonderful for believers but horrible for unbelievers.  Believers will celebrate, and unbelievers will lament and gnash their teeth.   

Those who received this letter will be among those who marvel when Jesus Christ comes to be glorified at the 2nd coming. 

2 Thessalonians 1:11-12 

To this end also we pray for you always that our God may count you worthy of your calling, and fulfill every desire for goodness and the work of faith with power;  12) in order that the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and you in Him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.

To this end also . . . To what end? To the end that the name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified in you even though you are being persecuted.
. . . we pray for you always . . . PROSEUCHOMAI v. pmi; to keep on praying.
1 Thessalonians 1:2 . . . We give thanks to God always for all of you, making mention of you in our prayers . . .

Romans 1:9-10 . . . For God, whom I serve in my spirit in the preaching of the gospel of His Son, is my witness as to how unceasingly I make mention of you,  10 always in my prayers . . . 

Philippians 1:3-4 . . . I thank my God in all my remembrance of you,  4 always offering prayer with joy in my every prayer for you all . . .

Colossians 4:12 . . . Epaphras, who is one of your number, a bondslave of Jesus Christ, sends you his greetings, always laboring earnestly for you in his prayers, that you may stand perfect and fully assured in all the will of God.

Philemon 1:4 . . . I thank my God always, making mention of you in my prayers . . .

In spite of the brevity of this epistle, Paul offers four prayers on behalf of the readers of this letter: 1:11-12; 2:16-17; 3:5; 3:16.
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. . . that our God may count you . . . AXIOO v. aas; to esteem; to count or reckon worthy or deserving. Some believers will be counted as worthy of their calling, but others will not. It all depends on one's attitude towards the living Word and the written Word.
. . . worthy of your calling . . .  We have a similar phrase in verse 5:

2 Thess. 1:5 . . . All this is evidence that God's judgment is right, and as a result, you will be counted worthy of the kingdom of God for which you are suffering.

Ephesians 4:1 . . . As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received.

So what does it mean to be “counted worthy of your calling”?  We are called by the gospel and then we are called to be conformed to the image of God’s Son. Another way of putting it is, we are called to be experientially sanctified. 

2 Thessalonians 2:13-14 . . . But we ought always to thank God for you, brothers loved by the Lord, because from the beginning God chose you to be saved through the sanctifying work of the Spirit and through belief in the truth.  14) He called you to this through our gospel, that you might share in the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.
LESSON #16  (1-27-11)

"We will get to this verse shortly but it is important to note a few things about it here. “When Paul thought about Christian salvation, he saw it as a word with three tenses: a past event, a present experience, and a future hope.” Christian Theology, Millard Erickson, (Grand Rapids: Baker 1963-85 p.15. 

Paul uses the three tenses of salvation in Romans 5:1-2. Believers were: 
“justified through faith” in the past, 
"grow” and “stand in grace” in the present, 

have “hope of the glory of God” in the future.

GOD’S CALL:

1.  To be eternally saved through the gospel of Jesus Christ:

Mt. 11:28 . . . Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.

Mt. 22:9 . . . 'Go therefore to the main highways, and as many as you find there, invite [call] to the wedding feast.'
Mark 16:15 . . . And He said to them, "Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all 

    creation.

2 Timothy 1:9  . . . [God] who has saved us and called us with a holy calling . . .
Those who answer this call are positionally (judicially) saved and can never be condemned.

Ephesians 2:8-9 . . . For by grace you have been saved  [a past event]  through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God;  9 not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.
2.  To grow to spiritual maturity by being experientially sanctified. 

1 Thessalonians 4:7 . . . For God did not call us to be impure, but to live a holy life.
Philippians 3:13-14 . . . But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead,  14) I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.

This appears in the Scriptures as a progressive salvation.
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1 Corinthians 1:18 . . . or the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, 

     but to us who are being saved  [a present experience]  it is the power of God.

2 Corinthians 2:15 . . . For we are a fragrance of Christ to God among those who are being saved  [a present experience]  and among those who are perishing . . .
Philippians 2:12  . . . work out your salvation [a present experience]  with fear and trembling.
3. To be ultimately sanctified reflecting the glory of Christ. Salvation in its fullest sense is eschatological.

Romans 13:11 . . . knowing the time, that it is already the hour for you to awaken from sleep, for now  [ultimate]  salvation  [a future hope]  is nearer to us than when we believed.
Hebrews 10:36 . . . For you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God, you may receive what was promised [the fruit of being experientially sanctified].

1 Peter 1:5 . . . [believers]  who are protected by the power of God through faith for a[n] [ultimate]  salvation [a future hope] ready to be revealed in the last time.
1 Timothy 4:16 . . . Pay close attention to yourself and to your teaching; persevere in these things, for as you do this you will ensure  [ultimate] salvation [a future hope]  both for yourself and for those who hear you.

“Paul’s concept of the three tenses of salvation has many implications for the lives of believers. His emphasis on future salvation should challenge the stress that modern evangelicals and fundamentalists have placed on past-tense salvation. Paul does not allow believers to rest complacently on their conversion. For Paul, believers should look forward, not back. They should move forward in cooperation with God’s continuing salvation in the present and look forward with anticipation to God’s completion of salvation at the Parousia.” Ashland Theological Journal, Vol. 22, The Three Tenses of Salvation in Paul’s Letters, Brenda B. Colijn

None of us can by our own effort become worthy of our calling. We are not capable of doing that, but we can use our volition to avail ourselves of God’s grace and power to be transformed by the renewing of our mind into a vessel that is worthy of our calling.

Philippians 3:13-15 . . . Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead,  14) I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.  15) All of us who are mature should take such a view of things. And if on some point you think differently, that too God will make clear to you.

No spiritually ignorant believer will be considered worthy of his or her calling. Ignorance is usually the problem. Sometimes it is not ignorance but the failure to apply doctrines they learned to each day's challenges.

1 Thessalonians 2:11-12 . . . For you know that we dealt with each of you as a father deals with his own children,  12) encouraging, comforting and urging you to live lives worthy of God, who calls you into his kingdom and glory.

The Thessalonian believers were suffering for their faith in Jesus Christ. Everyone who consistently learns and applies Bible doctrine will experience suffering of one kind or another. 

LESSON #17  (2-1-11)

2 Thess 1:11 . . . and fulfill every desire for goodness . . .  EUDOKIA n. asf; EU, good + DOKEO, thinking  =  good will or kind intention. Believers should desire to do good. They should look for opportunities to help others. The opposite of this would be to excuse yourself because you are too busy being absorbed with yourself.
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Titus 2:14 . . . [Jesus Christ] who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and purify for Himself a people for His own possession, zealous for good deeds.

Titus 3:8 . . . his is a trustworthy saying. And I want you to stress these things, so that those who have trusted in God may be careful to devote themselves to doing what is good. These things are excellent and profitable for everyone.

. . . goodness . . . AGATHOSUNE n. gsf; active goodness;  benevolent;  having a good disposition, temperament, or mood.  This goodness is manifested as a fruit of the Spirit, Gal. 5:22.  For clarify in this verse, it helps us understand that the opposite meaning of this goodness would be to go around with a chip on your shoulder, being in an bad mood, and thinking only of self.
Ephesians 2:10 . . . For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.

Matthew 5:16 . . . Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.

Colossians 1:10 . . . so that you will walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God;

1 Timothy 6:18  Instruct them [those who are rich] to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share,

2 Corinthians 3:18-4:1 . . . And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord's glory, are being transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.  
2 Timothy 3:16-17  All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:  17 That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.

. . . and the work of faith with power . . .  
“There is a clear distinction between justification by faith alone and sanctification by works of faith. Justification is a gift to be received freely by faith alone, while sanctification is a prize to be won by faithful living. Though sanctification should follow justification, as God has made ample provision, such is not the case for every individual believer. Many choose to live for the “passing pleasures” of this age, and thereby fail to grow to maturity. In such cases the believer, though eternally secure, fails to obtain those rewards which could be his . . . “  

Vol. 1: Journal of the Grace Evangelical Society Volume 01. 1988 (1) (76–77). Irving, TX: The Grace Evangelical Society
. . . work of faith . . . has absolutely nothing whatsoever to do with eternal salvation which is a gift of God, freely received through faith in Jesus Christ. However, work of faith in this verse relates to sanctification, not justification.

. . . with power . . .  Who’s power? God’s of course.

Philippians 2:12-13 . . . So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your salvation with fear and trembling;  13) for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure.

John 15:5  . . ."I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me, and I in him, he bears much fruit; for apart from Me you can do nothing.

Philippians 4:13 . . . I can do all things through Him who strengthens me.
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There is a huge difference between Divine Good, works of faith that Scripture commands us to produce in the power provided in the filling of the Holy Spirit and human good works in which men can boast produced by the OSN and ignorant perversion of Scripture.  
Believers who believe the promises of God concerning possible rewards are motivated by those promises to convert their faith into Divine Good, good works.

2 Thess 1:12 

In order that the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and you in Him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.

. . . in order that the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you . . . ENDOXAZOMAI v. aps;  to be held in high esteem, glorified, honored. The subjunctive mood means that the Lord may or may not be glorified in us. It all depends on whether we take advantage of the grace provisions made available to us.
The aorist tense is an ingressive aorist emphasizing the beginning or entrance into a state. It could be translated, “in order that the name of our Lord Jesus may begin now to be glorified in you”.
It was the desire of Paul that the glory of God would be manifested in and through the Thessalonian believers, both immediately, verse 12, and at the revelation of Jesus Christ, verse 10, when He comes to be glorified in His saints on that day . . . 

. . . and you in Him . . . At the second advent, believers are glorified by their association with Jesus Christ who is the King of kings and Lord of lords. We receive honor and glory by virtue of being His bride. 
. . . according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ . . . Everything in God’s plan for our lives is linked to grace. We have the opportunity to glorify Christ now and be glorified because of Him when He returns.

· Common grace,  Matt. 16:16-17, 1 Thess. 1:5
· Efficacious grace,  John 16:7-8, 

· Logistical grace,  Luke 12:22-30, 2 Cor. 9:8 

· The Word of God,  1 Peter 1:25, 2 Tim. 3:16-17, Heb. 4:12
· The grace system of perception,  John 16:13, 1 Cor. 1:19 -2:16
· The right local church,  Heb. 10:25, 

· The right pastor-teacher,  1 Peter 5:3, Heb. 13:17
· Super grace,   John 10:10, James 4:6
· Dying grace,   Psa. 116:15, 1 Cor. 15:55, Phil. 1:21, 2 Tim. 4:6-8
· Surpassing grace,   Psa. 23:5-6, 1 Cor. 2:9, Matt. 25:34
