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LESSON #45  (5-19-11)
2 Thessalonians 3:1-2   

Finally, brethren, pray for us that the word of the Lord will spread rapidly and be glorified, just as it did also with you;  2) and that we will be rescued from perverse and evil men; for not all have faith.                                                             

Finally, brethren. . . Paul set up this epilog in order to tie up some loose ends and end this epistle. 

. . . pray for us . . . PROSEUCHOMAI  v. pmm; to pray, ask, or beseech. Notice that this was not a request but a command. The middle voice indicates that the person who prays is benefited by the prayer as well as the one who is prayed for.  It seems that our burdens become lighter when we pray for others.

Satan knows that if he can bring down the leader of an organization, the organization will fall as well.

That is certainly true of churches, and that’s one reason pastors need our prayers.

Romans 15:30 . . . Now I urge you, brethren, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to strive together with me in your prayers to God for me . . .
Ephesians 6:19 . . . and pray on my behalf . . .

1 Thessalonians 5:25 . . . Brethren, pray for us.

Hebrews 13:18 . . . Pray for us . . .

. . . that  [HINA]  the word of the Lord will spread rapidly . . . is a purpose clause stating one of the purposes for this command to pray. There are many hindrances and obstacles that must be removed so that the Word of the Lord can flourish.

One of Satan’s main goals is to slow down or even stop the spread of Bible doctrine. He has tried unsuccessfully throughout the ages to destroy Bibles. Since he can’t destroy it, he tries to neutralize it. 

. . . and be glorified. . . Both verbs “spread” and “glorified” are in the subjunctive mood meaning that they are only a potential. The potential becomes a reality through prayer. The Word of God is glorified by those who believe it and apply it. Many give lip service to it but few study it and use it.

. . . just as it did also with you . . . Paul used the Thessalonians to prove the point he was making. The Word of God was certainly glorified by the Thessalonians. No doubt, this was encouraging to them to hear their leader commend them in such a fashion.

Verse 2  . . . and that we will be rescued. . . RUOMAI  (v. aps; to draw or snatch from danger; to rescue or deliver. Once again, we have the subjunctive mood. This too, depended on the prayers of other believers. 

Romans 15:30-31 . . . Now I urge you, brethren, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to strive together with me in your prayers to God for me,  31) that I may be rescued from those who are disobedient in Judea . . .

. . . from perverse . . . ATOMOS sadj. gpm; a compound word: A, not or without  + TOMOS, place = without place; literally unsuitable, improper, inconvenient, unreasonable, or hurtful; turned away from what is right or good.

. . . and evil men. . . PONEROS s adj. gpm; evil, wicked, malicious, or mischievous, The fact that these types of men are found just about everywhere is not surprising, however, what is surprising to some is to realize that they are also found in churches.
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There are some outside the church who think people who believe in God and go to church are a bunch of self-righteous hypocrites, and they like doing everything they can to discredit or ridicule Christians.

There are some inside the church of a particular denomination who see those of other denominations as enemies. They seek to discredit and besmirch those who see things differently from themselves.

Then there are those who are in the local assembly who are hard to deal with because they are unreasonable or domineering. 

“Paul asked for prayer that he might be delivered from “unreasonable and wicked men.” I find that the spreading of the gospel is hindered more by people in the church than by anything else. No liquor industry, no bar-room, no gangster ring has ever attacked me—at least I have never known about it. But I have had so-called saints in the churches attack me. As you know, in our churches we have the saints and the “ain’ts,” and there are a lot of “ain’ts.” They can give a pastor a rough time. It’s too bad that we can’t all settle down and give out the Word of God.” McGee, J. V. (1997). Thru The Bible Commentary
. . . for not all have [the] faith.  The Greek actually says, “for not all have the faith”.  Faith here refers to the embodiment of truth that is found in the Word of God.  It is the doctrines as they were taught by the apostles. Certainly, not all men have the faith. 

Acts 6:7 . . . The word of God kept on spreading; and the number of the disciples continued to increase greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests were becoming obedient to the faith.  

1 Corinthians 16:13 . . . Be on the alert, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong. 

It is rare to find believers these days who have the faith and even more rare to find believers who stand firm in it.  J. Vernon McGee said the following:

“It troubles me and it worries me to see that even those who claim to believe the Word of God give so little attention to it. Pray that if people profess to believe the Word of God, they will get into it and find out what it says.” Thru The Bible Commentary (2 Th 3:2).
LESSON #46  (5-24-11)
2 Thessalonians 3:3  

But the Lord is faithful, and He will strengthen and protect you from the evil one.

But . . . Paul used the post-positive conjunction DE in order to show the great contrast between the perverse and evil men from the faithfulness of the Lord.

. . . the Lord is faithful . . . EIMI v. pai; the Lord keeps on being faithful and the indicative mood is used to note that His faithfulness is a reality. 

. . . the Lord is faithful . . . PISTOS  sadj. nsm; trustworthy, faithful, and dependable. In verse 2, we had the noun, PISTIS, and here we have the adjective PISTOS. It actually is the first word in the Greek in order to place emphasis on it.

. . . and He will strengthen . . . STERIZO  
v. fai; this is the same word we had in verse 17 of the previous chapter that was an aorist active optative, whereas here, it is a future active indicative. Believers cannot be overcomers in the devil’s world apart from the strength only the Lord can give us.

. . . and protect you . . . PHULASSO  v. fai; to watch over, keep, protect, or guard.

 . . .  from the evil one . . . who is Satan. He tries to get us off course by encouraging us to be disobedient to God through lies and deception, Gen. 2:17 & 3:4, 1 Chron. 21:1. 
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1 Peter 5:8-9 . . . Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.  9) But resist him, firm in your faith [doctrine] . . .

How do we resist him? We resist him through daily intake and application of Bible doctrine.

2 Thessalonians 3:4  

We have confidence in the Lord concerning you, that you are doing and will continue to do what we command . . . PEITHO  v. rai;  to believe; to be convinced in an absolute way; to be confident and assured; to be convinced or persuaded. Their confidence was based on the faithfulness of God, not on the faithfulness of the Thessalonian believers even though most were faithful. 
. . . concerning you . . .  Thessalonian believers.
Galatians 5:10 . . . I have confidence in you in the Lord, that you will adopt no other view; but the one who is disturbing you shall bear his judgment, whoever he is.

Philippians 1:6 . . . For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.

The context of this verse is having confidence in the Lord concerning fellow believers, but it is related to having confidence in the Lord in all things. That confidence is immeasurably valuable. The importance of complete, unworried trust in the Lord cannot be overemphasized. We spend a lifetime studying His word and growing in grace and knowledge so we will have confidence in Him. After He returns for us at the Rapture, those who kept on having confidence will be rewarded. 

Hebrews 10:34-36 . . . For you showed sympathy to the prisoners, and accepted joyfully the seizure of your property, knowing that you have for yourselves a better possession and an abiding one.  35) Therefore, do not throw away your confidence, which has a great reward.  36) For you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God, you may receive what was promised.    [Knowing, believing, hoping with confidence, enduring with patience]

LESSON #47  (5-26-11)
Those who do not develop confidence in the Lord will be ashamed at the J.S.C. 

Philippians 1:20 . . . according to my earnest expectation and hope  [confidence],  that I shall not be put to shame in anything, but that with all boldness, Christ shall even now, as always, be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death.

. . . that you are doing . . . POIEO v. pai; to make, form, produce, bring about, cause, or do; to do; expressing an action as continued or not yet completed; what one does repeatedly or habitually, like PRÁSSŌ (4238); to practice.

Notice how confidence is associated with doing. Confidence in the Lord and His return is a motivating force for action. A believer must be either ignorant and/or unbelieving, or perhaps apathetic and/or disobedient to ignore the warnings and blessings associated with being ready for Christ when He returns. The order is: knowing, believing, hoping, and doing.

Many if not most believers are not looking forward to the Lord’s return because they know that they have not been good and faithful servants. They have lived for themselves and not committed them- selves to the Lord. They have not grown in grace but settled for a mess of pottage offered by the world rather than eternal glories and rewards that could have been theirs.

. . . and will continue to do . . . POIEO v. fai; this is the same word as given above only this time, it is in the future tense. One of the reasons Paul had confidence in the Lord concerning the Thessalonian believers was because they were already demonstrating their obedience and they never ceased growing and producing Divine Good.

. . . what we command . . . PARAGGELLO v. pai; to give an order, charge, or            4 command; to instruct or give directions. 

Humility and a willingness to obey is always necessary to carry out commands, but it also takes the enabling power of the Holy Spirit. Christians do not endure by their own nature or abilities but need help from God.

LESSON #48  (5-31-11)
Philippians 2:12-13 . . . So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your salvation with fear and trembling;  13) for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure.

2 Thessalonians 3:5  

And may the Lord direct your hearts into the love of God and into the steadfastness of Christ.

And may the Lord direct . . . KATEUTHUNO  v. aao; to guide or direct one’s way or journey to a place; to lead or keep straight. The aorist tense is an ingressive aorist referring to the start or beginning of something. How does the Lord direct us? The next two words helps us answer that question.

. . . your hearts . . . Paul was expressing a desire or prayer that the Lord would direct the hearts of the Thessalonians. How does God direct the hearts of believers? You guessed it. Through His Word !

In order for the Lord to direct our hearts into the love of God there must be:

Doctrine in our frame of reference

Doctrine in our memory center

Doctrine in our vocabulary center 

All this is necessary for one to develop an Edification Complex of the Soul.

. . . into the love of God . . . AGAPE n. asf;  love, affectionate regard, goodwill, or benevo-lence. The love of God and the patient endurance of Christ motivates us to obey His Word and to patiently endure trials.  
We may have a lot going for us, but without love, we are nothing. We are as annoying as a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. We need the Lord to direct our minds into the love of God because by nature, we are arrogant, selfish, and thoughtless of others.

Jer. 17:9 . . . The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?

Genesis 8:21  . . . for the imagination of man's heart is evil from his youth . . .

Psalm 53:1-3 . . . The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God. Corrupt are they, and have done abominable iniquity: there is none that doeth good.  2) God looked down from heaven upon the children of men, to see if there were any that did understand, that did seek God.  3) Every one of them is gone back: they are altogether become filthy; there is none that doeth good, no, not one.

Mark 7:21-22 . . . For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed the evil thoughts, fornications, thefts, murders, adulteries,  22) deeds of coveting and wickedness, as well as deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride and foolishness.

The love of God: (PP, Love for God and man)

. . . and into the steadfastness of Christ . . . HUPOMONE  n. asf; to persevere, remain under; a bearing up under; patience; endurance as to things or circumstances. 

HUPOMONE  is associated with hope in 1 Thess. 1:3 and refers to that quality of character which does not allow one to surrender to circumstances or succumb under trial. 

Zodhiates, S.  The Complete Word Study Dictionary : New Testament : AMG Publishers.
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Romans 2:5-7 . . . But because of your stubbornness and unrepentant heart you are storing up wrath for yourself in the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God,  6) who will render to every man according to his deeds:  7) to those who by perseverance in doing good seek for glory and honor and immortality, eternal life;

LESSON #49  (6-2-11)
DOCTRINE  OF  ETERNAL LIFE

Every believer should know that eternal life is the gift of God that is given to anyone who has faith alone in Christ alone. It is an integral part of the gospel. 

ZOE  a noun, live  +  AIONIOS  sadj., eternal  =   eternal life   This phrase is used 42 times in the N.T.

John 3:16 . . . For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have  [v.pas]  eternal life.

John 3:36 . . . He who believes in the Son has  [v.pai] eternal life; but he who does not obey [believe] the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him."  
John 5:24 . . . Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, has [v.pai] eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into life.
John 6:40 . . .  For this is the will of My Father, that everyone who beholds the Son and believes in Him, may have eternal life [v.pas]; and I Myself will raise him up on the last day."

John 6:47 . . .  "Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes has [v.pai] eternal life.
Romans 6:23 . . .  For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.   

Eleven out of the forty-two times this phrase is not used as the gift that believers receive at the moment of salvation, but there is another eternal life that must be earned or worked for.

Galatians 6:8 . . .  For the one who sows to his own flesh shall from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit shall from the Spirit reap eternal life.

Matthew 19:29 . . .  And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or farms for My name's sake, shall receive many times as much, and shall inherit eternal life.

Titus 3:7 . . .  that being justified by His grace we might be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

John 17:3. . .  And this is eternal life, that they may know Thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom Thou hast sent.

1 Timothy 6:12 . . .  Fight the good fight of faith; take hold of the eternal life to which you were called. . .

1 John 3:15 . . . Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer; and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him.

Sometimes the Bible uses a word or phrase in a “positional sense” and also in an “experiential sense”.

“Overcome the World”
Positional,  1 John 5:4    
Experiential  Rev. 3:21

“Inheritance”
Positional,  Heb. 1:14     
Experiential,  Rom. 8:17
“Saved” 
Positional,  Eph. 2:8-9 
Experiential,  1 Tim. 2:15
“Eternal Life”
Positional,  John 3:16   
Experiential,  Rom. 2:7

“Justified”


Positional,  Rom. 3:24
Experiential,  James 2:24


“Sanctified”
Positional,  Heb. 13:12
Experiential,  2 Tim. 2:21
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When a word or a phrase is used in a positional sense, God does the work. When it is used in an experiential sense, God plus man does the work. The positional sense involves faith alone while the experiential sense involves commitment and work. 

We will never be experientially sanctified or realize the full impact of eternal life unless we “take hold of eternal life”, 1 Tim. 6:12, through prayer, obedience, studying of Scripture, Faith-Resting, and Rebounding.

God did not send His Son to the cross to only take care of our sin problem. He was also preparing the way for us to live an abundant life, a life of such quality that it is sometimes referred to as “eternal life”. Eternal life sometimes means a superior quality of spiritual life in relationship to God.

John 10:10 . . .  The thief comes only to steal, and kill, and destroy; I came that they might have life, and might have it abundantly.
Eternal life is not only the gift of regeneration, but it is what the Bible calls “life indeed” that is cultivated by faith and acts of obedience.  

1 Timothy 6:18-19 . . .  Instruct them to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share,  19) storing up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of that which is life indeed  [super-grace life, experiential eternal life].

“Every place where eternal life is presented as something which cam be obtained by works, it is contextually always described as a future acquisition. Conversely, whenever eternal life is described as something in the present, it is obtained by faith alone.” 

Reign of the Servant Kings, Joseph Dillow, p. 140

Experiential Eternal Life is earned by learning and applying God’s Word in the F/HS to the end of one's life. It is what we can expect if we do Divine Good. See Rom. 2:5-10.

LESSON #50  (6-7-11)  
Going for the gold, Experiential Eternal Life.
2 Thessalonians 3:6  

Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you keep aloof from every brother who leads an unruly life and not according to the tradition which you received from us.

Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ . . . PARAGGELOMEN

v. pai; to pass on an announcement, hence, to give the word to someone nearby; to advance an order, charge, or command.

This verse indicates that some of the Thessalonian believers were out of line. The fact that Paul commanded them in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ indicates how serious he was that they obey his command.

In his first letter, Paul urged them to “admonish the unruly”, 1 Thess. 5:14, and in this letter he commands them to separate from them. Verse 11 reveals that some of them were lazy and did not mind their own business.

. . . keep aloof . . .  STELLO  part. pa; purposely avoiding association with someone; to shun, to avoid, to keep away from, or to have nothing to do with someone. They were to keep on staying away from them, and the middle voice indicates that they would be benefited by doing so.

Verse 14-15 gives the purpose of separating from a fellow believer, to help redeem him.
LESSON #51  (6-9-11)                   DOCTRINE OF SEPARATION                                   7
1.  There are two basic types of separation:                                                                                                                                                   

a)   We are to separate unto God. We make God and His Word our number one priority in life.  

Believers who do this are in the process of being experientially sanctified (set apart unto God).

b)   We are to separate from anyone or anything that would hinder us or distract us from being spiritually, experientially sanctified.

2.  There are two ways to separate:

a) Mental Separation

1)  This separation is accomplished by switching from personal / conditional love to impersonal / unconditional love. 

2)   A believer must focus on and emphasize God’s love for him and his reciprocal love for God instead of the relationship with the friend or family member who has gotten off course. 

3) He must be careful not to judge, malign, or gossip about the errant believer and steer clear of revenge, hate, and self-pity.

b)  Physical Separation

1) Sometimes, mental separation is not enough; physical separation is required. 

2) Physical separation means to avoid any personal contact with someone; you regard him/her as dead. It is a severance of all relation with him/her of any kind.

3) Physical separation is required when a wife and/or children are being abused.

4) It is required when false doctrine is being taught in a local church or when someone has embraced false teaching and is promoting it.

5) It is required when someone is guilty of a grievious sin and will not acknowledge that they have done anything wrong.

3.  Proper Function

a)  Mental separation should always precede physical separation. Physical separation is not a license for believers to separate from people they don’t like or that they may hate.

b) Separation does not mean you are superior or better than those you must separate from. We are all sinners.

d)  Separation protects us from being contaminated by people who would hinder our spiritual growth, and it enables the guilty parties to see that they have offended God and had better    humble themselves and acknowledge their sins to Him.

e)  The people who we must separate from are not our enemies, 2 Thess. 3:15; they are people who are in trouble who need to take responsibility for what they have done or may be doing.

4.  Separation is mostly necessary from other believers. 

a) Those who commit Incest 

1 Corinthians 5:1-2 . . . It is actually reported that there is immorality among you, and immorality of such a kind as does not exist even among the Gentiles, that someone has his father's wife.  2) And you have become arrogant, and have not mourned instead, in order that the one who had done this deed might be removed from your midst.

b) From believers who reject B.D. (Bible Doctrine)  

2 Thessalonians 3:14-15 . . .  And if anyone does not obey our instruction in this letter, take special note of that man and do not associate with him, so that he may be put to shame.  15) And yet do not regard him as an enemy, but admonish him as a brother.

c)  From believers who live totally by their emotions 

Romans 16:17-18 . . . Now I urge you, brethren, keep your eye on those who cause dissensions and hindrances contrary to the teaching which you learned, and turn away from them.  
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18) For such men are slaves, not of our Lord Christ but of their own appetites; and by their smooth and flattering speech they deceive the hearts of the unsuspecting.        

d)  From the fast crowd 

1 Peter 4:3-5 . . . For the time already past is sufficient for you to have carried out the desire of the Gentiles, having pursued a course of sensuality, lusts, drunkenness, carousals, drinking parties and abominable idolatries.  4) And in all this, they are surprised that you do not run with them into the same excess of dissipation, and they malign you;  5) but they shall give account to Him who is ready to judge the living and the dead.

1 Corinthians 5:9-13 . . . I wrote you in my letter not to associate with immoral people;  10)  I did not at all mean with the immoral people of this world, or with the covetous and swindlers, or with idolaters; for then you would have to go out of the world.  11) But actually, I wrote to you not to associate with any so-called brother if he should be an immoral person, or covetous, or an idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or a swindler-- not even to eat with such a one. 12) For what have I to do with judging outsiders? Do you not judge those who are within the church? 13) But those who are outside, God judges. Remove the wicked man from among yourselves.

e)  From superficial social life and the apostate fun crowd
Jeremiah 15:17 . . . I did not sit in the circle of merrymakers, nor did I exult. Because of Thy hand upon me I sat alone, for Thou didst fill me with indignation.

Jeremiah 15:19- 20  . . . Therefore, thus says the LORD, "If you return, then I will restore 

you— before Me you will stand; . . . They for their part may turn to you, but as for you, 

you must not turn to them.   20) Then I will make you to this people s fortified wall of bronze; and though they fight against you, they will not prevail over you; for I am with you to save you and deliver you," declares the LORD.

5.  Separation from unbelievers:

a).  When B.D. would be compromised. An example is when marrying an unbeliever.; B.D. is compromised when you marry an unbeliever. Remember, you are influenced by the one with whom you have sex. They can influence you away from doctrine.

 2 Corinthians 6:14-18 . . . Do not be bound together with unbelievers; for what partnership have righteousness and lawlessness, or what fellowship has light with darkness?  15) Or what harmony has Christ with Belial, or what has a believer in common with an unbeliever?  16) Or what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For we are the temple of the living God; just as God said, "I will dwell in them and walk among them; And I will be their God, and they shall be My people.  17) "Therefore, come out from their midst and be separate," says the Lord. "And do not touch what is unclean; And I will welcome you.  18)"And I will be a father to you, And you shall be sons and daughters to Me," Says the Lord Almighty.  

b)   From God rejectors                                                                                                                                                   

Psalm 1:1-2 . . . How blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked, Nor stand in the path of sinners, Nor sit in the seat of scoffers!  2) But his delight is in the law of the LORD, And in His law he meditates day and night.

c)  From human viewpoint & worldliness
Romans 12:1-2 . . . I urge you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship.  2) And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.

d)  From religion and apostasy                                                                                                         9
      2 Timothy 3:1-5 . . . But realize this, that in the last days difficult times will come.  2) For men will be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, revilers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy,  3) unloving, irreconcilable, malicious gossips, without self-control, brutal, haters of good,  4) treacherous, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God;  5) holding to a form of godliness, although they have denied its power; and avoid such men as these. 

6.  It is sometimes hard to separate from friends and family, but if we ignore this command, we will regret it. If we don’t remove ourselves from the bad behavior, mental attitude sins, and spiritual apathy of others, it will bring us down. 

7.  Tolerating those who have become negative or antagonistic towards doctrine not only harms, but it harms them. It does not show love to others pretending all is well when it is not. It's not easy or pleasant to discontinue a relationship, but when someone is out of control, a relationship with them is not worth having. 
Separation helps the errant friend or family member to realize the seriousness of their bad attitude or behavior. Your toleration may be seen by them as a sign that you condone or approve of their sin. 

8.  When separation is necessary, care must be taken that we don’t appear to be superior, self-righteous, or judgmental. We don’t have a choice; we are commanded by the Word of God to do it. Of course, prayer for the person and prayer for direction in handling the situation is a must.

9.  We are not to separate from others because we get our feelings hurt or because someone has wronged us in some way. Separation is only called for when someone continues to sin and refuses to take responsibility for it.

LESSON #52  (6-14-11)   

We Don’t Tolerate:
We Do Tolerate:


       
Abuse of a wife or child 
Ingratitude

Gossip

Crime such as theft, assault, etc.   
Thoughtlessness 
Forgetfulness

Adultery, Homosexuality  Incest, Pederasty, Bigamy      Unfriendliness   
Pettiness  
Children’s bad behavior 
Idiosyncrasies
Impatience

Intrusion of privacy           
Foibles
Bad Language, vulgarity, bullying     
Anger, insults        

Tyranny
Insensitivity                        

  
Outbursts of anger   
. . . from every brother who leads an unruly life . . . ATAKTOS sadv.; to defy good order; to behave without respect for established customs or received instruction; irresponsible behavior.

The fact that “every brother” is included in this command means that we cannot show partiality as to who we will or will not separate from. 

. . . and not according to the tradition. . . PARADOSIS  sn. asf; to deliver in teaching; a tradition, doctrine or injunction delivered or communicated from one to another.

This is the second time in this epistle Paul emphasizes the importance of adhering to the tradition [teaching]  he delivered to the Thessalonians. 

2 Thessalonians 2:15 . . . Therefore, brethren, stand fast, and hold the traditions which ye have been taught, whether by word, or our epistle.

He praised the Corinthians for holding firm to the traditions he taught:

1 Corinthians 11:2 . . . Now I praise you because you remember me in everything, and hold firmly to the traditions, just as I delivered them to you.

LESSON #53  (6-16-11)                  
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. . . which you received from us . . . Holding to just any old tradition that comes along or traditions that are not based on God’s infallible Word are not in view here. They were commanded to hold to the teaching of the one God delegated to communicate doctrine to them.

We live in an age where there is a tremendous amount of information about the Bible and religion. One can choose books, magazines, T.V. radio, internet websites, blogs, tweets, newsletters, and conferences to get information. Some of it is really good and beneficial, but most of it is not. False doctrine abounds, and believers who are not already grounded in the Word can easily become confused or misled.

It is imperative that believers have a local church with their right pastor to whom they have submitted. 

They need this home base where they learn systematic theology. Apart from this, they can become confused and led astray by teachers who sound good but teach false doctrine. 

Apart from a home base and a right pastor, one can easily become an eclectic. An eclectic is a person who decides what he will believe by picking and choosing what appears to be right to him from various concepts, ideas or doctrines, often from different sources. Rather than submitting to the authority of a teacher, an eclectic is an authority to himself. This is definitely NOT the method of learning the Bible mandates for us. 

. . . which you received from us . . . refers to the Apostle Paul and those who were traveling with him who also had the spiritual gift of communicating God’s Word. This was a very small, well-defined group of doctrinally-sound communicators with specific teaching. 

Paul didn't give the Thessalonians the right to decide for themselves who to separate from. Their choice was to obey Paul’s command or disobey it. He did not give them the prerogative to consult several other people and conclude for themselves why or from whom they would separate.

When a father gives his children instructions, they are not allowed to gather information from other parents, friends, or internet to decide what instructions they will or wont follow. Children lack the knowledge and experience to be self-reliant, so they must rely on their parents. However, children sometimes think they know more than their parents and are tempted to trust their own judgment. 

This nearly always results in rebellion. Teenagers are notorious for this. They dispute the authority of their parents because they want to be their own authority. They want the right to decide what they  will accept and what they will reject from their parents. They want the independence of an adult but are unable to handle the responsibility that goes with it. 

God has placed children under the authority of their parents. In like manner, He has placed believers under the authority of their pastor-teacher. They have the option to accept the teaching and the authority of their pastor or to reject it. If they reject it, they have the right to find another pastor that they can submit to. 

They do not have the right to undermine their pastor’s authority or to form a conspiracy against him. Nor does the Bible give believers the option of being an authority to themselves by creating their own theology from an assortment of opinions and teachings from a variety of sources. Believers who do this become super opinionated and confused. They cannot grow beyond their own intelligence and experience because they reject the authority structure God put in place for us to learn.

They are in direct defiance of God’s command in Hebrews 13:17 . . . obey your [spiritual] leaders and submit to them . . .”  This means much more than to obey the rules and policies set forth by a church. It also means to submit to the teaching of the pastor.  When one does not listen objectively with an open mind to his pastor and questions every little thing, he cannot grow. Learning requires humility and acceptance of the teachers' authority. Absent that, no learning takes place. 
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Some believers will not accept the teaching of their pastor until it is compared to the ideas and opinions of others. This attitude is not in accord with Heb. 13:17. This does not mean that believers are to blindly accept anything their pastor says. 

Like the Bereans of Acts 17, we should make sure that what is being taught agrees with what the Bible says. If there is a discrepancy, the pastor should be consulted. However, this is far different from comparing what your pastor says with what other Bible teachers say who are found on the internet, T.V. radio, books, etc. Inaccuracy in what is taught is unacceptable, so consulting the Bible is essential. Consulting other teachers and opinions is not !

Every pastor has a right congregation and every believer has a right pastor.

1 Peter 5:2-3 . . . Shepherd the flock of God among you, exercising oversight not under compulsion, but voluntarily, according to the will of God; and not for sordid gain, but with eagerness;  3) nor yet as lording it over THOSE ALLOTTED TO YOUR CHARGE, but proving to be examples to the flock.

Each pastor has a flock allotted to their charge. He doesn’t seek them or choose them, God does. He connects the right pastor to the right congregation. These are the sheep that he is responsible for and these are the sheep that are to submit to his authority. 

This is not to imply that believers can only learn doctrine from their right pastor. No pastor or theologian has cornered the market in truth. Doctrinal pastors are not in competition with each other, they are on the same team. 

Believers can learn from more than one doctrinal pastor but they must be very careful who they listen to. False teachers can be very attractive and knowledgeable. Many people are fooled by their impressive credentials, great speaking ability, and huge number of people following them. Much of what they say may be true, but remember that they are experts at concealing false doctrines and lies. Believers who have not mastered the basics of systematic theology should not venture away from their own pastor’s teaching.  

Paul was not adverse to having others minister to his flock as long as they were doctrinally sound.

Galatians 4:17-18 . . . They  [false teachers]  eagerly seek you, not commendably  [through lies and deception], but they wish to shut you out  [from Paul’s ministry],  in order that you may seek them  [they had approbation lust and money lust].  18 But it is good always to be eagerly sought in a commendable manner  [by doctrinally-sound teachers],  and not only when I am present with you.
We have DVDs in our church library from various conferences with several different doctrinally-sound speakers who have been approved by this pastor. There are newsletters like “The Berean Call” and magazines like “Israel My Glory” that are doctrinally-sound that keep up with current events and offer the Biblical perspective. Other pastors, missionaries, and doctrinally sound men have filled the pulpit at CBC at various times. There are still good, doctrinally-sound communicators of God’s Word who are edifying, but there is only one pastor that was designed by God to be your right pastor to whom you are required to submit. 

LESSON #54  (6-21-11)                  
2 Thessalonians 3:7  
For you yourselves know how you ought to follow our example, because we did not act in an undisciplined manner among you . . .    

For you yourselves know. . . OIDA  v. rai; to perceive, to be aware of, or to know. The perfect tense indicates the importance of knowing. Knowing something has ongoing benefits.
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. . . how you ought to follow our example. . . MIMEOMAI  inf. pm. We get our English word “mime” and “mimic” from this word. It means to imitate or follow an example. 

Paul was using his and his companion’s respect for God’s authority as something the Thessalonian believers should endeavor to imitate.

Paul had lived under authority before he exercised authority. He learned to take orders before he gave orders. He was authority-oriented and wanted his flock to be authority-oriented also, so he told them to follow his example. He was a disciplined person because he respected the authority over him.

1 Corinthians 4:16 . . . I exhort you therefore, be imitators of me.  17) For this reason I have sent to you Timothy, who is my beloved and faithful child in the Lord, and he will remind you of my ways which are in Christ, just as I teach everywhere in every church.                                                 

Paul taught Timothy and was an example to him; Timothy taught the Corinthians and was an example to them; the Corinthians then became examples for others.

Philippians 3:17 . . . Brethren, join in following my example, and observe those who walk according to the pattern you have in us.

Philippians 4:9 . . . The things you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, practice these things; and the God of peace shall be with you.

Hebrews 13:7 . . . Remember those who led you, who spoke the word of God to you; and considering the result of their conduct, imitate their faith.

“Imitation then is similar to discipleship in the sense that it is the process of transferring one’s lifestyle to the next generation. Having progressed in the process of imitating Christ, Paul encouraged his converts to imitate him.”

“These two different objects for imitation imply that there are two different parts to the process: learning and incarnation [assumption of human form or nature].  Though Abraham, the prophets, and Christ are not physically present, believers today can learn from their examples in the Scriptures,  and thus become more like Christ. In addition, as less mature believers interact with more mature believers who are incarnating Christ’s character, the less mature believer becomes more like Christ. Seeing the truths of Christianity lived out in someone makes these truths real.” Vol. 160: Bibliotheca Sacra Volume 160. 2003 (638) (224). Dallas, TX: Dallas Theological Seminary.
There are several examples of men who followed the teaching and example of their teacher. Moses and Joshua, Elijah and Elisha, Paul and Silas, Timothy, and Titus. 

1 Corinthians 11:1 . . . Be imitators of me, just as I also am of Christ.

Of course, the ultimate example to follow is our Lord Jesus Christ. The goal of the believer after salvation is to be conformed to the image of God’s Son.

Romans 8:29 . . . For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son. . . 

2 Corinthians 3:18 . . . But we all, with unveiled face beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.  

Ephesians 4:15 . . . speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him, who is the head, even Christ,

“In the Gospels discipleship (the process of becoming like Christ) was accomplished by being physically with Christ, seeing what He did, hearing what He said, being corrected by Him, and following His example.” Ibid
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Since Church Age believers cannot physically walk with Christ and learn from Him, we can learn from imitating those who know Him and follow Him.

3 John 1:11 . . . Beloved, do not imitate what is evil, but what is good. The one who does [part. pa] good is of God; the one who does [part. pa] evil has not seen God.

1 Thessalonians 1:6-7 . . . You also became imitators of us and of the Lord, having received the word in much tribulation with the joy of the Holy Spirit,  7) so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia.

Order of imitation: 

The LORD           Communicators of B.D.          mature believers            

                                                                                                                       immature believers

1 Thessalonians 2:14 . . . For you, brethren, became imitators of the churches of God in Christ Jesus that are in Judea, for you also endured the same sufferings at the hands of your own countrymen, even as they did from the Jews,

Hebrews 6:11-12 . . . And we desire that each one of you show the same diligence so as to realize the full assurance of hope until the end,  12) that you may not be sluggish, but imitators of those who through faith and patience inherit the promises.

“Two aspects of discipleship are still evident in that Christians are commanded (a) to learn about Christ through teaching, preaching, and studying and (b)to imitate those who are like Him.”   ibid
LESSON #55  (6-23-11)                  
Discipleship is not a spiritual gift or an office in the church. It is a process whereby believers become more like Christ. It is a process of becoming experientially sanctified, and every believer is challenged to pursue that goal till the end of life. All disciples are believers, but not all believers are disciples. Becoming a disciple requires consistent study of the Word and imitating or following the example of those who are disciples. 

“Those who are mature in the faith have the responsibility on the one hand to participate in educating and modeling other believers, and on the other hand to ensure that their Christlike character is being passed on to a select few individuals whom God has entrusted to them.”  ibid
Since you are a royal ambassador for Christ, you are a role model for others. whether you like it or not. Every day, others are watching you and often times imitate you. This is especially true of parents. There is an old saying, “Actions speak louder than words.” Talking the talk is not good enough. We should be talking the talk and walking the walk. That is what the apostle Paul did most of the time and what our Lord did all the time.

None of this is to be construed that we should get our eyes on man. We recognize that no man is perfect and everyone gets into carnality from time to time/ but this does not mean that certain individuals cannot greatly influence us for the good.

Most people have a tendency to be preoccupied with themselves/ but there are some who are pre-  occupied with others. They make idols out of someone they revere or idolize and then think it is their duty to destroy them when they notice their "feet of clay". 

We must be on guard against such iconoclastic arrogance. Historically, in the eighth and ninth century, an iconoclast or "image breaker" was a fanatic who destroyed religious images or objects of veneration and worship. In personal relationships, an iconoclast is a person who is subjectively preoccupied with others. He builds up a perfect image of someone, then, discovering his idol's human flaws, attacks this person he fatuously worshipped.

If your personal love is not reciprocated, or if the person you love becomes a disappointment, then there’s a danger of reacting. Inevitably the iconoclast discovers his idol’s feet of clay, suffers disillusionment, and reacts bitterly, de​stroying the idol he alone created.
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We are hurt more deeply by those we are closest to. The pain and hurt feelings generated by personal love can be a test of your spiritual momentum. Without employing impersonal love, we enter the cosmic compound through the mental attitude sin of iconoclastic arrogance and quickly interlock with the arrogance of unhappiness and discouragement. All the tremendous energy of personal love now explodes into anger, disillusion, depression, bitterness, implacability, self-pity, and vindictiveness.

The arrogant iconoclast never blames himself for what he has done in creating and then destroying his own idol because arrogance never takes the responsibility for being arrogant. He eases his conscience with the notion that his idol deserves what they get because they had the audacity to not be perfect.

It is fine to admire and appreciate those we love and respect. They can have a positive influence on us and there may be much we can learn from them, but we are not to put anyone on a pedestal.

One of the favorite pastimes of Americans is to idolize movie stars, sport figures, socialites, politicians, broadcasters, and famous singers. When the idol makes a slip or is no longer in the spotlight, they are attacked by those same ones who previously adored them and were their biggest fans. The public is fickle and loves to hate those they once loved. 
LESSON #56  (6-28-11)                  
. . . because we did not act in an undisciplined manner among you . . . ATAKTEO v. 

aai; one out of order; to break the ranks as of soldiers; to behave irregularly or in a disorderly manner. Imitation was not used here in a shallow sense implying a lack of genuineness, nor is any arrogance on the part of the apostle indicated.

Paul and those in his traveling seminary did not act in an unseemly way while living in Thessalonica. They did not refuse to work nor did they take advantage of the generosity of others, and they were not troublemakers. Verses 8-12 give more specifics of their exemplary behavior.

One reason there is such rude or bad behavior today is because, for a long time, parents have not enforced discipline on their children. Therefore, their children are not familiar with the concept of self-discipline.

Good teachers not only teach by means of instructions they give, but also by how they live. People who have high-profile professions are held to a higher standard, so they must never forget that people are watching every move they make. 

2 Thessalonians 3:8  

. . . nor did we eat anyone's bread without paying for it, but with labor and hardship we kept working night and day so that we might not be a burden to any of you;. . .

This does not mean that Paul and his companions never accepted a meal from someone who offered it. It means they were not moochers. They didn’t want to be a burden on anyone but rather wanted to be an example to those who were irresponsible loafers who were leaching off of others.

. . . but with labor and hardship we kept working night and day . . .
1 Thessalonians 2:9 . . . For you recall, brethren, our labor and hardship, how working night and day so as not to be a burden to any of you, we proclaimed to you the gospel of God. 

Teaching in itself is hard work, and to add manual labor to it makes it a lot harder. Of course, taking on another job means more energy expenditure which makes studying quite difficult because of fatigue or physical exhaustion. And the time element can be most detrimental. When a Bible communicator has to have another job to support himself, it takes time away from studying and other church duties and responsibilities.   See Acts 18:1-6 
. . . so that we might not be a burden to any of you . . .
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Paul would move into an area for a relatively short time to set up a church. But it takes much more time for a church to become established enough so that it can support a pastor. 

“When he was establishing churches he supported himself by tent-making. However, after the churches were established and Paul had come back to visit them a second and a third time, he did receive an offering from them. He makes it clear to the Galatians that they should give. He thanks the Philippians for their gift. He himself took an offering on his third missionary journey to be given to the poor saints in Jerusalem.”  McGee, J. V. (1997). Thru the Bible Commentary
There were unscrupulous men pretending to be pastors who took advantage of the good will of others by mooching and leaching off of them. Paul wanted to make sure he and his friends would not be accused of such a thing.

Paul had critics in Thessalonica who were attempting to convince the church that he was motivated by greed and would say whatever it took to earn human approval and financial support. 

2 Thessalonians 3:9  

. . . not because we do not have the right to this, but in order to offer ourselves as a model for you, that you might follow our example.

. . . not because we do not have the right to this . . .  Those who communicate the Word of God have the right to be supported financially by those who receive and benefit from their ministry, 1 Cor. 9:1-14.

In 2 Cor. 11:7-9, Paul clearly asserted that it is proper for a minister to receive support from the congregation to which he ministers. He gratefully accepted support from churches he had established earlier and considered their gifts a form of participation in the Lord's ministry through him.

Phil. 4:14-19  indicates that Paul received financial support from other churches while he was supporting himself in Thessalonica.
LESSON #57  (6-30-11)                  
He was certainly not implying that his right to receive remuneration for the time and labor involved in teaching the Word should be sacrificed; he taught elsewhere that it is a legitimate right:

Galatians 6:6 . . . And let the one who is taught the word share all good things with him who teaches.
1 Timothy 5:17-18 . . . Let the elders who rule well be considered worthy of double honor, especially those who work hard at preaching and teaching.  18) For the Scripture says, "You shall not muzzle the ox while he is threshing," and "The laborer is worthy of his wages."

Luke 10:5-8 . . . And whatever house you enter, first say, 'Peace be to this house.'  6) "And if a man of peace is there, your peace will rest upon him; but if not, it will return to you.  7) "And stay in that house, eating and drinking what they give you; for the laborer is worthy of his wages. Do not keep moving from house to house.  8) "And whatever city you enter, and they receive you, eat what is set before you;

. . . but in order to offer ourselves as a model for you, that you might follow our example.

The point here is that Christians generally should not expect other people to take care of them and need to support themselves as much as possible. There were believers who had stopped working and didn’t think they to pay their bills because they thought Jesus would come before their bills were due.

Had Paul and his companions not worked, others could have mistakenly thought they agreed with such thinking and therefore, there was no need for them to work either. This was obviously a problem because of the command given in the next verse.

2 Thessalonians 3:10                                                                                                                         16                                      
For even when we were with you, we used to give you this order: if anyone will not work, neither let him eat.

For even when we were with you, we used to give you this order. . . Evidently, there was a problem with a misconception about the Rapture and working even when Paul was with the believers in Thessalonica.

. . . we used to give you this order. . . PARAGGELLO  v. iai; to pass on an announcement, hence, to give the word to someone nearby, to advance an order, charge or command.   Zodhiates, S. (2000). The Complete Word Study Dictionary: New Testament
. . . if anyone will not work, neither let him eat . . . is a 1st class conditional clause which means that there were believers in Thessalonica who were not working.

. . . will . . . THELLO (v. pai; to will, wish, desire, implying active volition and purpose. This refers to people who were able, but consistently not willing, to work or provide for themselves and their families.

. . . work . . .  ERGAZOMAI inf. pm; to work, perform by labor, to do, produce. The present tense means to keep on working, and the middle voice means that one is affected by the choice he or she makes by not working.

. . . neither let him eat . . . ESTHIO v. pam; to eat, consume food; spoken both of men and animals. This is a command not to eat if one did not work.

Charity is a biblical principle that we should follow; government welfare is not. There is a huge difference between people who cannot work and those who will not work.

"Welfare programs were first introduced to America in the 1930s under the name Aide to Dependent Children. Many felt that this did not encourage the union of family, and in the 1960s the name was changed to Aide to Families with Dependent Children (AFDC). In 1996,

Business closures related to the economic crisis of 2008 will significantly increase the number of Americans seeking welfare. This is the primary argument of legislators who want to bail out large companies before they fail. They want to keep Americans working to avoid paying them on the other end via welfare programs and other forms of government assistance. Blue collar workers argue that it is a case of concerns for Wall Street versus the concerns for Main Street.

The Growing Welfare State   
Posted by David Boaz          http://www.cato-at-liberty.org/the-growing-welfare-state  
"Unemployment is low, the stock market is booming, we’ve had 10 years of welfare reform — and 'America’s welfare state is bigger than ever,' reports the Associated Press.The number of families receiving cash benefits from welfare has plummeted since the government imposed time limits on the payments a decade ago. But other programs for the poor, including Medicaid, food stamps and disability benefits, are bursting with new enrollees.

"The result, according to an Associated Press analysis: Nearly one in six people rely on some form of public assistance, a larger share than at any time since the government started measuring two decades ago.

"Note that this story only looks at the welfare state for the poor. Far more than one in six Americans are dependent on such government programs as Social Security, Medicare, unemployment compensation, and so on.

"Presidential candidates should be asked whether they think it’s bad that almost 50 million Americans are on welfare or welfare-related programs. What would they do to reduce dependency? And how long can a nation remain free if half its citizens are dependent on government hand-outs?
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County Spends $600 Mil On Welfare For Illegal Immigrants

http://www.judicialwatch.org/blog/2010/mar/county-spends-600-mil-welfare-illegals    Last Updated: Thu, 03/11/2010  
"For the second consecutive year taxpayers in a single U.S. county will dish out more than half a billion dollars just to cover the welfare and food-stamp costs of illegal immigrants.  

Los Angeles County, the nation’s most populous, may be in the midst of a dire financial crisis but somehow there are plenty of funds for illegal aliens. In January alone, anchor babies born to the county’s illegal immigrants collected more than $50 million in welfare benefits. At that rate the cash-strapped county will pay around $600 million this year to provide illegal aliens’ offspring with food stamps and other welfare perks.


"The fact is that, despite the astronomically escalating number and cost of government social programs (from $90 billion in 1970 to $300 billion in 1980), they have failed in their objective while at the same time threatening to bankrupt the nation. More than one-third of American households are now receiving some form of government welfare. Despite the billions of dollars spent the percentage of American households below the poverty level has remained virtually constant at twelve percent from 1968 through 1979. Yet in 1979 the total amount spent in help to the poor if distributed directly to the poor 'was enough to elevate every officially poor family 30 percent above the poverty line'. Vol. 139: Bibliotheca Sacra Volume 139. 1982 (553) (70). Dallas, TX: Dallas Theological Seminary. 

Is Welfare Scriptural? 

Larry Burkett, Fundamentalist Journal, April 1985, pp. 21-23. . Vol. 142: Bibliotheca Sacra Volume 142. 1985 (568) (365–368). Dallas, TX: Dallas Theological Seminary

"The author answers the question posed by the title of this article with a resounding yes. He says, 'Welfare for the poor is biblical and necessary' (p. 21). He is convinced that welfare is the biblical responsibility of the Christian church, individually and corporately and 'the fact that the government has assumed the function of caring for the poor does not negate our responsibility' (p. 21).
"Burkett is director of Christian Financial Concepts (Dahlonega, GA) and is editor and publisher of the newsletter Your Money in Changing Times. He insists that 'the true purpose of welfare (meeting the needs of others) is to prove (demonstrate) God’s love through us' (p. 21). 'The effects', he says, 'of sharing with others in need out of God’s love are threefold: a sense of fellowship and belonging (2 Cor 9:13); a stronger family unit (1 Tim 5:8); and a high standard for work, which prohibits laziness (2 Thess 3:9–10)' (p. 22). Furthermore, he points out that 'welfare must be voluntary to express any kind of caring' (p. 22).

"Such biblical welfare stands opposed to government welfare, which Burkett believes has disastrous effects. He observes, 'Once the government got involved in social programs…welfare became a political tool' (p. 22). The effects of government welfare 'are almost the opposite' of the effects of biblical welfare listed above, and 'the results will be permanent dependence and poverty. With the best of intentions, our welfare system traps people at the lowest economic level by indiscriminate giving' (p. 22).
"Burkett indicts the Christian church for abdicating its responsibility in biblical welfare. He says, 'The truth is that Christians are doing a miserable job of caring for the physical needs of the poor…. Christians in America have the resources to do at least 10 times what we are presently doing for the poor, with little or no alteration of lifestyles' (pp. 22-23). 
"In concluding the article he challenges Christians to become involved once again in biblical welfare and he gives a suggested plan of action. His program is practical. A related article by Elmer L. Towns, 'How Social Is the Gospel?' follows Burkett’s article in the journal


Welfare Spending
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"Since 1970, social-welfare spending has risen 127% to a staggering annual total of 331.4 billion dollars for federal, state and local governments. It has outstripped just about all other outlays.
"Defense spending was greater than social welfare costs in the mid-1950s. Now it is only one-fourth as big as welfare. It leaped to 20.6% of gross national product. 
To Collect All He Could

"Congressman H. R. Gross (Iowa) reports a case of a full-time factory worker in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, who lives in publicly subsidized housing, who draws a welfare check of about $200 per month, who feeds his family with food stamps, and who is the owner of a $5,000 station wagon. When questioned, the factory worker said, ;I’ll collect all the welfare money I can get because my earning capacity is below my living standards.'

Welfare Queen

"Human Events reports concerning the notorious Linda Taylor, accused by Illinois authorities of fraudulently using aliases to receive welfare money. She is known as the; Welfare Queen.; Ronald Reagan mentioned her frequently, along with other welfare stories. It is claimed that she ripped off $150,000 from welfare, tax-free. 
"Miss Taylor used 127 aliases in 14 states, passing as a heart surgeon, a witch doctor and a widow of eight “husbands.” Since she operated in 14 states it is claimed that Miss Taylor’s flimflamming may exceed $1 million. Her defense attorney contends that she will not be convicted because it will create a sorry situation—if the state tried to prosecute and send to jail everyone that took welfare money they didn’t have coming, there would just be nowhere to put them.   —Christian Victory
Nowadays God helps those who help themselves, and the government helps those who don’t. —Dan Bennett
Patrick Henry shouted, “Give me liberty or give me death.” The next generation shouted, “Give me liberty.” The present generation shouts, “Give me.”   —Sword Scrapbook II
LESSON #58  (7-5-11)                  
2 Thessalonians 3:11 

For we hear that some among you are leading an undisciplined life, doing no work at all, but acting like busybodies.
For we hear that some among you . . .  AKOUO  v. pai; to hear someone or something, but usually, of the thing. The present tense indicates that Paul and his companions heard reports on an ongoing basis about some believers in Thessalonica who were lazy and causing trouble.

. . . are leading an undisciplined life . . .  PERIPATEO v. part. pa; to walk, figuratively, to live or pass one’s life, to conduct one’s life, comport oneself, behave, live as habit of conduct. We have seen this word used figuratively many times:

John 8:12 . . . Then Jesus again spoke to them, saying, "I am the Light of the world; he who follows Me will not walk in the darkness, but will have the Light of life." 
Rom. 6:4 . . . walk in newness of life

Rom. 8:4 . . . do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit

Rom. 13:13 . . . let us behave properly

Rom. 14:15 . . . you are no more walking according to love

1 Cor. 3:3 . . . are you not fleshly, and are you not walking as mere men

2 Cor. 5:7 . . . for we walk by faith, not by sight                                               
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Gal. 5:16 . . . walk by the Spirit

Eph. 4:1 . . . walk in a manner worthy of your calling

Eph. 5:2 . . . walk in love

Eph. 5:8 . . . walk as children of light

Eph. 5:15 . . . be careful how you walk

Col. 4:5 . . . conduct yourself with wisdom

2 Thess. 2:12 . . . behave properly

1 Pet. 5:8 . . . the devil prowls around

2 John 4 . . . walking in truth

Rev. 21:24 . . . nations will walk by its [glory of God] light

LESSON #59  (7-7-11)                  
. . . are leading an undisciplined life . . .  ATAKTOS sadv. in defiance of good order; disorderly; without respect for established custom or received instruction. This is the same word used just five verses earlier when Paul commanded the believers to separate from other believers who led an unruly life, not according to the instructions he had given them.

There never has been a perfect church and never will be until the body of Christ becomes the Bride of Christ. Then we will be free of our OSN and will sin no more.

. . . doing no work at all . . .  ERGOZOMAI  part. pm; to engage in an activity involving considerable expenditure of effort;  "to work", "to labor".  This is the same word used in the previous verse 10 . . . if anyone will not ERGOZOMAI, neither let him eat.
Some people think work is a cursing on man, and they hate to work. But they are mistaken, Adam worked in the Garden of Eden before he ever sinned. 

Genesis 2:15 . . . Then the LORD God took the man and put him into the garden of Eden to cultivate  [עָבַד]   it and keep it. 

Genesis 3:17 . . . Then to Adam He said, "Because you have listened to the voice of your wife, 

and have eaten from the tree about which I commanded you, saying, 'You shall not eat from it'; Cursed is the ground because of you; In toil  [עִצָּבֹון,  pain, labor, hardship, sorrow, toil]  you will eat of it All the days of your life.

Work got much harder after Adam sinned, but the principle that work is good for man did not change. Work is not only good for the body, it is also good for the soul. Work done well results in a sense of accomplishment and pride for a job well done. Work also keeps people out of trouble. This is illustrated by our current verse.

Merriam-Webster, I. (1996). Merriam-Webster's Collegiate Dictionary. (10th ed.). Springfield, Mass., U.S.A.
"WORK: activity in which one exerts strength or faculties to do or perform something:

a : sustained physical or mental effort to overcome obstacles and achieve an objective or result

7 a : something produced or accomplished by effort, exertion, or exercise of skill b : something

produced by the exercise of creative talent or expenditure of creative effort : artistic production."
"Work as if you were to live 100 years. Pray as if you were to die tomorrow."  ~Benjamin Franklin~
The smallest deed is better than the greatest intention! 

. . . but acting like busybodies.  PERIERGAZOMAI   part. pm;  PERI, around or about +  ERGAZOMAI, to work or labor  =  to go around or about working; work in the sense of being active, to bustle about; to be intrusively busy, be a busybody, or a meddler.

Here is a play on words:  ERGAZOMÉNOUS   ALLÁ   PERIERGAZOMÉNOUS                               20                           
       “doing no work at all      but        acting like busy bodies.”


        ergazomenous               alla        periergazomenous

        not busy                                         busy being a busybody

1 Timothy 5:13 . . . At the same time they also learn to be idle, as they go around from house to house; and not merely idle, but also gossips and busybodies, talking about things not proper to mention.
1 Peter 4:15 . . . But let none of you suffer as a murderer, or as a thief, or as an evildoer, or as a busybody in other men's matters. 

ALLOSTRIOEPISKOPOS  s ALLOSTRIOS,  belonging to another, not one’s own  +   EPISKOPOS, a watchman, an overseer  =  someone who watches over someone or something who does not belong to them and this is none of their business.
A third sin is sloth which is psychological indifference and physical weariness toward the work that God has provided for one to accomplish. Sloth results in the lack of resources for living: Southern Baptist Journal of Theology Volume 13. '09 (2) (8). Lousville, KY: Southern Baptist Theological Seminary.
Proverbs 6:6-11 . . .Go to the ant, O sluggard, Observe her ways and be wise,  7 Which, having no chief, Officer or ruler,  8 Prepares her food in the summer And gathers her provision in the harvest.  9 How long will you lie down, O sluggard? When will you arise from your sleep?  10 "A little sleep, a little slumber, A little folding of the hands to rest "--  11 Your poverty will come in like a vagabond And your need like an armed man.

Proverbs 10:26 . . . Like vinegar to the teeth and smoke to the eyes, so is the lazy one to those who send him.

Proverbs 13:4 . . . The soul of the sluggard craves and gets nothing, but the soul of the diligent is made fat.

Proverbs 20:4 . . . The sluggard does not plow after the autumn, so he begs during the harvest and has nothing.

Proverbs 26:13-16 . . . The sluggard says, "There is a lion in the road! A lion is in the open square!"  14) As the door turns on its hinges, so does the sluggard on his bed.  15) The sluggard buries his hand in the dish; he is weary of bringing it to his mouth again.  16) The sluggard is wiser in his own eyes than seven men who can give a discreet answer.

"Rather than consisting of a minor infraction, the offense of the disorderly was grave and significant. Both their lack of work and their meddlesome behavior were intrinsically blameworthy in that they contradicted the apostolic tradition which Paul had delivered to the Thessalonians with the authority of the Lord Jesus. Moreover, the dual offense appears to have demonstrated a lack of Christian love (cf. 1 Thess 4:9-10). Further, while their willful unemployment might not have met with disapproval from their pagan neighbors, their meddling behavior would certainly have given needless offense, thus harming the testimony of Christ (cf. 1 Thess 4:12). The seriousness of the situation is highlighted by its placement at the end of the letter for emphasis and by the bluntly authoritative language which Paul uses in the passage.

"Further, the offenders were not guilty of merely a single incident of disorderliness, nor were they acting in ignorance. They had been clearly instructed as to working for a living, and they persisted in their disorderly behavior in the face of repeated admonition by both the apostle (2 Thess 3:10) and (presumably) the congregation (cf. 1 Thess 5:14 and 2 Thess 3:4). 
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"It is evident that the infraction of the disorderly had gone beyond intentional unemployment and involved a rebellious unwillingness to submit to apostolic authority. One would expect Paul to respond strongly to the disorderly, and he does just that.    ibid 

People should be industrious themselves rather than slowing down or stopping the productive work of others through idle chatter. 

LESSON #60  (7-19-11)                  
2 Thessalonians 3:12  

Now such persons we command and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to work in quiet fashion and eat their own bread.

Paul had instructed the church to shun the idle and to withhold food from them, and now, he gives instructions to ones who needed to change their behavior.
Now such persons we command . . .  PARAGGGELLO v. pai.  We’ve already seen this verb used in this chapter in verses 4, 6, & 10.  Paul was not bashful about exercising his authority when it was necessary. If these errant believers defied this command, they would be in big- time trouble. They would be shunned and food would be withheld from them.

. . . and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ . . . PARAKALEO v. pai; to call to one’s side to comfort, help, and to give consolation or encouragement; entreat, beseech, urge. The fact that Paul included "in the Lord Jesus Christ" added weight to this exhortation. 

The EPISKOPOS, pastor-teacher, must be:

Titus 1:9  . . . holding fast the faithful word which is in accordance with the teaching, that he may be able both to exhort in sound doctrine and to refute those who contradict.

Sometimes, the Word of God steps on our toes and gives us a needed thrashing. But more often, it exhorts, encourages, gives us hope, and inspires us to keep fighting the good fight even when we want to throw In the towel.

Everyone would benefit if there was less criticism and more encouragement. Constructive criticism can be beneficial, but it is hard to take and often leads to discouragement. Encouragement, on the other hand, gives just the lift people need to help them keep on trying.

. . . to work . . . ERGOZOMAI part. pm; this is the same word we had in the previous verse used to describe what they were not doing. Now this word is used to command the errant believers to get busy.

. . . in quiet fashion . . . HESUCHIA  n. gsf; quietness, tranquility, silence; referring to a quiet life; state of quietness without disturbance, Proper understanding of this verse is important, otherwise, a man who earns a living by operating a jack-hammer wouldn’t be able to obey this command.

In one sense, this word means a literal quietness. It can mean a state of saying very little or nothing. These offenders were getting into trouble because they were talking too much, being busy bodies, when they should have been working. 

Working in a quiet fashion also means to settle down, stay at home, and stay away from drama. 

Proverbs 25:17 . . . Let your foot rarely be in your neighbor's house, or he will become weary of you and hate you.

Working in a quiet fashion is the antithesis of living a disorderly life, being a busybody, and stirring up trouble. Freeloading Christians who don’t mind their own business and cause trouble are not good examples to other Christians or unbelievers.
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1 Thessalonians 4:11-12 . . .  make it your ambition to lead a quiet life and attend to your own business and work with your hands, just as we commanded you,  12) so that you will behave properly toward outsiders and not be in any need.

Paul emphasized the importance of leading a quiet life in his first epistle. He told the Thessalonians  to mind their own business and to work with their hands. There is nothing degrading about manual labor. Our society has adopted the idea that it is demeaning to work with your hands and that success is measured by graduating from a prestigious college and working in a fancy office. It is the character of a person that determines if he or she is a success, not how much money they make or what their title or credentials may be.

We don’t have classes in America such as “nobility” and “commoners”, but we do label people who work with their hands, “blue collar workers”, and those who don’t, “white collar workers”. We need both types of workers, but there is a shortage of blue collar workers in our country these days. We are no longer a manufacturing country. We have become a service-oriented country. We now depend on other countries to produce the things we consume. 

. . . and eat their own bread . . . ESTHIO  v. pas; to eat. The subjunctive mood illustrates that eating their own bread or not will depend on their attitude and obedience to this command or not. All believers should strive to be self-reliant and earn their own living.

Our unemployment rate is closing in on 10%. A large portion of our population is having difficulty finding a job. Executives and people who once had “white collar” jobs need to be willing to work “blue collar” jobs in order to keep food on the table. There is no disgrace in digging ditches or collecting garbage in order to pay the bills. 

2 Thessalonians 3:13  

But as for you, brethren, do not grow weary of doing good.

Now Paul makes a contrast between the believers who refused to work and who were trouble makers, with those who were doing good.

 . . . do not grow weary . . .  ME notEGKAKEO v. aas; from EK = out of,  and KAKOS = bad. To turn out to be a coward, to lose one’s courage. In the NT generally, to be fainthearted, to faint or despond in view of trial, In the sense of to be remiss or slothful in duty.

To lose one’s motivation in continuing a desirable pattern of conduct or activity; to lose enthusiasm, or become discouraged.

. . . of doing good . . . KALOPOIEO  part. pa; KALOS, good + POIEO, to do. 

Ephesians 2:10 . . . For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.

Galatians 6:8-9 . . . or he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.  9) And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not.

2 Corinthians 4:1 . . . Therefore seeing we have this ministry, as we have received mercy, we faint not . . .

1 Corinthians 15:58 . . . Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.

LESSON #62  (7-19-11)                                                                                                                
Romans 2:3-8 . . . But do you suppose this, O man, when you pass judgment on those who practice such things and do the same yourself, that you will escape the judgment of God?  
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4) Or do you think lightly of the riches of His kindness and tolerance and patience, not knowing that the kindness of God leads you to repentance?  5) But because of your stubbornness and unrepentant heart you are storing up wrath for yourself in the day of wrath [GWT] and revelation of the righteous judgment of God,  6) who WILL RENDER TO EACH PERSON ACCORDING TO HIS DEEDS:  7) to those who by perseverance in doing good seek for glory and honor and immortality, eternal life;  8) but to those who are selfishly ambitious and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, wrath and indignation.

Believers who use I John 1:9 to stay in fellowship take in doctrine and allow God to work through them to produce divine good. They will be rewarded at the Judgment Seat of Christ, 2 Cor. 5:10.  However unbelievers and believers out of fellowship "work, work, work" for the approbation of God. Yet, "his righteousnesses are as filthy rags in the sight of the Lord". So on the day of judgment, the book of works will be opened for all unbelievers and they will be added up to see if they earned salvation. But all will fall short of the glory of God and will be tossed into the lake of fire.

James 5:7-8 . . . Therefore be patient, brethren, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious produce of the soil, being patient about it, until it gets the early and late rains.  8) You too be patient; strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near.

Isaiah 40:28-31 . . . Do you not know? Have you not heard? The Everlasting God, the LORD, the Creator of the ends of the earth Does not become weary or tired. His understanding is inscrutable.  29) He gives strength to the weary, And to him who lacks might He increases power.  30) Though youths grow weary and tired, And vigorous young men stumble badly,  31) Yet those who wait for the LORD Will gain new strength; They will mount up with wings like eagles, They will run and not get tired, They will walk and not become weary.

2 Corinthians 4:16-18 . . . Therefore we do not lose heart, but though our outer man is decaying, yet our inner man is being renewed day by day.  17) For momentary, light affliction is producing for us an eternal weight of glory far beyond all comparison,  18) while we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen; for the things which are seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal.

Hebrews 3:6 . . . but Christ was faithful as a Son over His house-- whose house we are, if we hold fast our confidence and the boast of our hope firm until the end.

Hebrews 3:13-14 . . . But encourage one another day after day, as long as it is still called "Today," so that none of you will be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.  14) For we have become partakers of Christ, if we hold fast the beginning of our assurance firm until the end,

Hebrews 10:35-39 . . . Therefore, do not throw away your confidence, which has a great reward.  36) For you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God, you may receive what was promised.  37) FOR YET IN A VERY LITTLE WHILE, HE WHO IS COMING WILL COME, AND WILL NOT DELAY.  38) BUT MY RIGHTEOUS ONE SHALL LIVE BY FAITH; AND IF HE SHRINKS BACK, MY SOUL HAS NO PLEASURE IN HIM.  39) But we are not of those who shrink back to destruction, but of those who have faith to the preserving of the soul.

  Hebrews 12:1-3 . . . Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 2) fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.  3) For consider Him who has endured such hostility by sinners against Himself, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.

Matt. 24:13 . . . the one who endures to the end shall be saved  [is speaking about Tribulational saints].

LESSON #63  (7-21-11)









    24
2 Thessalonians 3:14  

If anyone does not obey our instruction in this letter, take special note of that person and do not associate with him, so that he will be put to shame.

If anyone does not obey . . .  OUK adv. not, negative + HUPACHOUO v. pai; to refuse to follow instructions, to disobey, to not follow, to not be subject to; to not do what one says or to not carry out someone’s orders. 
our instruction in this letter . . . Again we have Paul asserting his apostolic authority and emphasizing the importance of placing oneself under the right authority. There will always be false teachers who try to woo away believers from the truth and there will always be believers who submit to them. 

There are also those who are eclectics who don’t submit to any authority other than their own. They pick and choose from a verity of teachers what they will accept and what they will not accept. The following verses should be noted by such people:

Proverbs 12:15 . . . The way of a fool is right in his own eyes, But a wise man is he who listens to counsel.

Proverbs 14:12 . . . There is a way which seems right to a man, But its end is the way of death.

 Paul is instructing believers as to what action is to be taken against such people.

. . . take special note of that person . . .  SEMEIOO v. pmm;  to take special notice of, to mark someone; only in the middle voice; to note, with the accusative, 2 Thess. 3:14, meaning note someone for the purpose of not associating with them. 

Some would allege that marking or taking note of a person for the purpose of shunning them is unloving. Some would even say it's sinful because it's judging another person. They may quote: 

Matt. 7:1 . . . Judge not, that ye be not judged.  

We are not to set ourselves up as judges over other people, however we must make judgments every day as to how we are to interact with other people. We must be discerning of other people in order to obey the Bible. How are we to obey the command that follows if we are not allowed to make decisions and judgments about other people?

. . . and do not associate with him . . .  SUNANAMIGNUMI  part. pm; SUN, together or with + ANA, on or upon + MIGNUMI, to mix together = to mix or mingle together; to have fellowship or keep company with. 

This is the second time in this chapter Paul commanded believers to apply the doctrine of separation. It can be unpleasant to obey this command, and this is why many ignore it, but they are disobeying a direct command from God’s Word.  A form of this doctrine was practiced in the OT and those who ignored it were to be severely disciplined.

Deuteronomy 7:3-4 . . . Furthermore, you shall not intermarry with them  [pagans];  you shall not give your daughters to their sons, nor shall you take their daughters for your sons.  
4) "For they will turn your sons away from following Me to serve other gods; then the anger of the LORD will be kindled against you and He will quickly destroy you.

"The first area of backsliding for the  people was their relationship with foreigners. Even though 9:2 states that “those of Israelite lineage separated themselves from all foreigners,” the people once again allowed foreigners into the congregation. Relationships between the Jewish people and the foreigners in the land had caused them to violate God’s command (see also 1 Cor. 15:33)."  Radmacher, E. D., Allen, R. B., & House, H. W. (1997). The Nelson Study Bible: New King James Version (Ne 13:1). Nashville: T. Nelson Publishers.
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1 Corinthians 15:33 . . . Do not be deceived: "Bad company corrupts good morals."

1 Corinthians 5:9 . . . I wrote you in my letter not to associate with immoral people;

Deuteronomy 22:10 . . . You shall not plow with an ox and a donkey together.

2 Corinthians 6:14-17 . . . Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness?  15) And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel?  16) And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.  17) Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you,

In reality, it is the person who rejects the instructions of the Word of God that does the separating. They decide that it is more important to do what they want to do than to obey God, even if it means breaking ties with friends and family.

. . . so that he will be put to shame . . . ENTREPO v. aps; EN, in + TREPO, to turn = to withdraw (in shame), invert, turn about or back, or to embarrass; in the NT, to shame someone or put them to shame, 

The purpose of this social ostracism is to make the offender feel ashamed of himself so that he will repent. 

OSTRACISM: exclusion by general consent from common privileges or social acceptance.

2 Thessalonians 3:15   

Yet do not regard him as an enemy, but admonish him as a brother.

This is a command to use impersonal / unconditional love towards fellow believers when they fall into carnality. We must not imitate their behavior nor retaliate against them but rather, we should remember that we all get into carnality from time to time.

Galatians 6:1 . . . Brethren, even if anyone is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness; each one looking to yourself, so that you too will not be tempted.

. . . but admonish him as a brother . . . NOUTHETEO  v. pam;  to warn, admonish, exhort, or to counsel about avoidance or cessation of an improper course of conduct.

ADMONISH: 1. to caution, advise, or counsel against something. 2. to reprove or scold, especially in a mild and good-willed manner: The teacher admonished him about excessive noise. 3. to urge to a duty; remind: to admonish them about their obligations. 
1 Thessalonians 5:14 . . . We urge you, brethren, admonish the unruly, encourage the fainthearted, help the weak, be patient with everyone.

Romans 15:14 . . . And concerning you, my brethren, I myself also am convinced that you yourselves are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge and able also to admonish one another.

LESSON #64  (7-26-11)
2 Thessalonians 3:16  

Now may the Lord of peace Himself continually grant you peace in every circumstance. The Lord be with you all!

This verse is the only one in the Bible that has the phrase, the Lord of peace. Some claim this is God the Father and others say this is Jesus Christ. 
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Now may the Lord of peace Himself . . . This verse is the only one in the Bible that has the phrase, “the Lord of peace”. Some claim that it refers to God the Father and others say it's Jesus Christ. 

1 Thessalonians 3:11 . . .  Now may our God and Father Himself and Jesus our Lord direct our way to you . . .

1 Thessalonians 5:23 . . .  Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you entirely . . .

John 14:27 . . .  Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you. Do not let your heart be troubled, nor let it be fearful.

Philippians 4:7 . . .  And the peace of God, which passes all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.

. . . peace . . . EIRENE  n.gsf; peace, tranquility, harmony. He is called the Lord of peace because He is the only one who continually has it and dispenses it.

. . . continually grant you peace . . .  DIA conj., through + PAS sadj., all; No one has peace continually. It means to grant peace through all doctrine. 

. . . continually grant you peace . . .  DIDOMI v. aao; to give or bestow; The aorist tense demonstrates that this was done in the past, in fact, in eternity past.

The optative mood demonstrates that this is God’s desire for every believer. The word for peace here is the same word used earlier in this verse, EIRENE, meaning peace of mind or tranquility of soul.

. . . in every circumstance . . .  TROPOS sn. dsm; the way in which a person behaves or lives; ways, customs, or kind of life. 
“The Christian is not dependent on anything in this world for his serenity. It is based entirely on the Person and work of the Lord Jesus. The world cannot give it or take it away. But we must appropriate it in all the circumstances of life. 'Peace is not cessation from persecution, but is the calm of heart that comes from faith in God and that is independent of circumstances.' "   MacDonald, W., & Farstad, A. (1997). Believer's Bible Commentary: Old and New Testaments
This verse gives us insight into something tremendous. Paul was speaking of a spiritual reality that goes beyond human peace, one that can exist even in the midst of great turmoil and adversity. We don’t have to be enslaved by our circumstances. God has given us the opportunity to keep our composure and RMA no matter what may be going on around us. 

Whether we take advantage of this depends on our attitude toward God’s Word. Only the reception and application of Bible doctrine enables us to rise above our circumstances by using Divine viewpoint.

Philippians 4:6-9 . . .  Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.  7) And the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  

8) Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is of good repute, if there is any excellence and if anything worthy of praise, dwell on these things.  9) The things you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, practice these things, and the God of peace will be with you.

The Lord be with you all ! . . .  Paul was not suggesting the possibility that the Lord would abandon them. He was not speaking of this in a positional sense but in an experiential sense. He was expressing his desire that they would remain in fellowship with the Lord and with each other so they could live the peaceful, happy, abundant life God made possible for them.

Matthew 28:19-20 . . .  Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit,  20) teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.

We can count on the Lord giving us the same assurance He gave to Joshua: 
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Joshua 1:5 . . . Just as I have been with Moses, I will be with you; I will not fail you or forsake you.

Isaiah 41:10 . . .  Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness.

Paul was encouraging them that the Lord would be with the obedient and the disobedient as well. He would be there to help them all. 

2 Thessalonians 3:17  

Paul, write this greeting with my own hand, and this is a distinguishing mark in every letter; this is the way I write.

Paul thought it was important to conclude by writing the final greeting himself as a guarantee of authenticity. He wanted them to know for sure that this letter was not a forgery, 2 Thess. 2:2. 

There is an abundance of evidence demonstrating that Paul wrote his letters using the services of an amanuensis, a secretary who assisted with the writing of a document.  It was not uncommon for the author to write a final word himself as a personal signature to validate that the letter was his own. 

2 Thessalonians 3:18 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.  

The same benediction is used here as in 1 Thess. 5:28 except that "all" is added here to sound a final appeal for unity in the church.

A  LIMERICK

I once knew a man named Gesser

Whose knowledge grew lesser and lesser

It soon grew so small

He knew nothing at all,

And now he’s a college professor.

