2ST THESSALONIANS

REVIEW
LESSON #65  (7-28-11)   

CHAPTER 1

1. Verses 3-12 is one sentence in the Greek consisting of 213 words.

2. Verses. 3-10, the Thessalonians were standing firm in the midst of persecution and God promised that those who afflicted them would be afflicted.

3. Baptism of Fire; Matt. 3:11-12, 25: 31-33, Luke 3:16-17, 2 Thess. 1:7-9.

4. Seven baptisms: 4 Real and 3 Ritual.

5. The Campaign Of Armageddon & The Second Coming Of Jesus The Messiah
1st Stage:  The Assembling Of The Allies Of The Antichrist
a. It is customary to associate the “kings from the east”, Rev. 16:12, with the 200 million of Rev. 9:16.  
b. The “200 million” and “the kings of the east” belong to two different judgments that must be kept distinct and cannot be combined. The “200 million” are in a Trumpet Judgment, whereas “the kings of the east” are in a Bowl Judgment. Many identify “the 200 million” of Revelation 9 as Chinese but “the 200 million” of Rev. 9 are described as demons, not men.
c. They are to be gathered together in the Valley of Migeddo, Rev. 16:14 & 16.

2nd Stage: The Destruction Of Babylon
Revelation 17 deals with religious Babylon and Revelation 18 deals specifically with the political and economic Babylon that will rule the world for 31/2 years after religious Babylon has been destroyed.

3rd Stage: The Fall Of Jerusalem 


Zechariah 12:3 &14:2 says that all the nations of earth will be gathered against Jerusalem and half of the city will be taken, but the other half will hold on.

4th Stage: The Armies Of The Antichrist At Bozrah
The main concentration of Jews and Jewish leaders will no longer be in Jerusalem or in Israel, but in Bozrah, in the land of Edom or present-day southern Jordan.  Since the main purpose of the Campaign of Armageddon is the annihilation of the Jews, the armies of the world will move southward from Jerusalem to Bozrah, Jer. 49:13–14 & 22.
5th Stage: The National Regeneration Of Israel

a. "When speaking of the basis of the Second Coming, there are two facets to this 

     basis. First, there must be the confession of Israel’s national sin, Lev. 26:40–42; Jer. 

     3:11–18; Hos. 5:15.
b.  Secondly, a pleading for the Messiah to return, Zech. 12:10; Mat. 23:37–39.

6th Stage: The Second Coming Of The Messiah
In the sixth stage, Jesus will return at the Jewish request for Him to do so. The initial 

place of His return will not be the Mount of Olives, as is commonly taught, but the place known as Bozrah. Since this fact is relatively new to most people, it would be best to deal with the place of the Second Coming before discussing the manner of His return.

7th Stage:  The Battle From Bozrah To The Valley Of Jehoshaphat
While the battle between Messiah and the antichrist will begin at Bozrah, it will 

apparently continue all the way back to the eastern walls of Jerusalem which overlook a section of the Kidron Valley, which is also known as the Valley of Jehoshaphat. The key passage is Joel 3:12–13.

Jesus Christ will easily dispense with the anti-Christ Hab. 3:13b, 2 Thess. 2:8.     

8th Stage: The Victory Ascent On The Mount Of Olives
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After the actual fighting is completed, there will be a victory ascent up the Mount of 

Olives, Zech. 14:3-4a. Since this passage is often used as evidence that the Second Coming will initially take place at the Mount of Olives, it needs to be studied more carefully, especially in light of the other passages.

Jehovah is first seen as going forth to fight against the nations that had gathered against the Jews, v. 3. It is only after the fighting of verse three that His feet will stand upon the Mount of Olives. v. 4.

Along with this victory ascent upon the Mount of Olives, a number of cataclysmic events will occur as the Great Tribulation comes to an end. These cataclysmic events will be a result of the seventh bowl judgment, Rev. 16:17–21.

Another cataclysmic event that will take place at this time is the worldwide blackout, Matt. 24:29; Joel 3:14–17. The Great Tribulation and the Campaign of Armageddon will come to an end with these cataclysmic events.

ARMAGEDDON & THE 2ND ADVENT   (PREPARATIONS)
ISRAEL  RE-GATHERED

EXILED OUT OF THE LAND
RE-GATHERED BACK TO THE LAND 
DATE

1914  
BC  by drought into Egypt 
From Egypt into a nation                            
445 BC  

   722 
BC  by Assyrian captivity
Were never re-gathered                               
      -

 
      (10 Northern tribes)    

  586 
BC  by Babylonian captivity         
From Babylon back to the Land                                      516  BC

     70  
AD  by Rome, dispersed all over   




PHASE 1)  From the 4 corners of the earth          
1948 AD

                                                
 PHASE 2)  From the 4 corners of the earth                     2nd Advent  
LESSON #66  (8-2-11)    

6.  Verse 11  . . . work of faith . . . has absolutely nothing whatsoever to do with eternal salvation which is a gift of God, freely received through faith in Jesus Christ. However, “work of faith” in this verse relates to sanctification, not justification.

"There is a clear distinction between justification by faith alone and sanctification by works of faith. Justification is a gift to be received freely by faith alone, while sanctification is a prize to be won by faithful living. Though sanctification should follow justification, as God has made ample provision, such is not the case for every individual believer. Many choose to live for the “passing pleasures” of this age, and thereby fail to grow to maturity. In such cases the believer, though eternally secure, fails to obtain those rewards which could be his . . . “  

Vol. 1: Journal of the Grace Evangelical Society Volume 01. 1988 (1) (76–77). Irving, TX: The Grace Evangelical Society

7.  Verse 12   . . . according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.
     a. Everything in God’s plan for our lives is linked to grace. We have the opportunity to glorify Christ 

          now and be glorified because of Him when He returns.

· Common grace,  Matt. 16:16-17, 1 Thess. 1:5
· Efficacious grace,  John 16:7-8, 

· Logistical grace,  Luke 12:22-30, 2 Cor. 9:8








· The Word of God,  1 Peter 1:25, 2 Tim. 3:16-17, Heb. 4:12
· The grace system of perception,  John 16:13, 1 Cor. 1:19 -2:16
· The right local church,  Heb. 10:25, 
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· The right pastor-teacher,  1 Peter 5:3, Heb. 13:17
· Super grace,   John 10:10, James 4:6
· Dying grace,   Psa. 116:15, 1 Cor. 15:55, Phil. 1:21, 2 Tim. 4:6-8
· Surpassing grace,   Psa. 23:5-6, 1 Cor. 2:9, Matt. 25:34
CHAPTER 2

1. Verse 1-2  If the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ referred to the Second Advent and not the 

    Rapture, they would not be upset or shaken.

On the other hand, if the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ referred to the Rapture, they would have great cause to be alarmed. If the Day of Lord had begun, it would mean they either missed the Rapture or Paul had lied to them and they would not be delivered from wrath to come.

2.  . . . and our gathering together to Him . . . Church age believers will be gathered together with Him at the Rapture, 1 Thess. 4:13-18 and therefore, will not be gathered together with Christ at the Second Advent because they will already be with Him when He comes from heaven to defeat His enemies on earth, Rev. 19:11-14.


The judgment phase of the Day of the Lord, the Tribulation, Daniel’s Seventieth Week, is for Israel and unbelievers, NOT for Church Age believers which included the Thessalonians who were part of the body of Christ, soon to become the Bride of Christ.
3.  Verse 3 . . . for it  [the day of the Lord]  will not come unless the apostasy comes first . . .  

      Day of the Lord Timeline, Tribulational Counterfeits, Time Line After Rapture, Rapture vs. 2nd Advent, 
"The words 'a falling away' are the Authorized Version rendering of apostasia. The verbal form aphistamai from which it comes is present middle of aphistēmi, the root verb, which we will study. The simple verb histēmi in its intransitive sense means 'to stand,' the prefixed preposition means 'off, away from,' and the compound verb, 'to stand off from.'  The word does not mean 'to fall.' The Greeks had a word for that, piptō. Aphistēmi, in its various uses, is reported by Thayer as follows: 'to make stand off, cause to withdraw, to stand off, stand aloof, to desert, to withdraw from one'; in contexts where a defection from the faith is in view, it means 'to fall away, become faithless.' The verb is rendered by the translators of the Authorized Version “to depart,” in Luke 4:13 ; 13:27 ; Acts 12:10; 15:38 ; 19:9 ; 22:29 ;             2 Corinthians 12:8; 1 Timothy 4:1; 2 Timothy 2:19; Hebrews 3:12.

"The writer is well aware of the fact that apostasia was used at times both in classical and koine Greek in the sense of a defection, a revolt in a religious sense, a rebellion against God, and of the act of apostasy. Liddell and Scott in their classical lexicon give the above as the first definition of the word. Moulton and Milligan quote a papyrus fragment where the word means 'a rebel.' But these are acquired meanings of the word gotten from the context in which it is used, not the original, basic, literal meaning, and should not be imposed upon the word when the context does not qualify the word by these meanings, as in the case of our Thessalonians passage, where the context in which apostasia is embedded does not refer to a defection from the truth but to the rapture of the church. The fact that our word 'apostasy' means a defection from the truth is entirely beside the point since we do not interpret Scripture upon the basis of a transliterated word to which a certain meaning has been given, but upon the basis of what the Greek word mean to the first century reader. The fact that Paul in 1 Timothy 4:1 uses this verb in the words 'some shall depart from the faith' and finds it necessary to qualify its meaning by the phrase 'from the faith' indicates that the word itself has no such connotation. The translators of the Authorized Version did not translate the word, but offered their interpretation of it. They should have translated it and allowed the student to interpret it in its context.   Dana and Mantey, A Manual Grammar of the Greek New Testament, p. 137).  
. . . and the man of lawlessness is revealed . . . reference to the anti-Christ. 
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anti-Christ , 1 John 2:22
the wicked one,  Psalm 10: 2 & 4
man of lawlessness,  2 Thess. 2:3   
the bloody and deceitful man,   Psalm 5:6    

son of perdition,  2 Thess. 2:3 
the mighty man, Psa. 52:1   

the lawless one,  2 Thess. 2:8       
the enemy,    Psa. 55:3

the beast,  Rev. 11:7       
the adversary,    Psa. Isa. 59:15    
the king of Babylon,  Isa. 14:4
the violent man, Psa. 140:1     

the little horn,    Dan. 7: 8-11   
the prince that shall come,  Dan. 9:26  

the vile person, Dan. 11:21  
the willful king,  Dan. 11:36   

the idol shepherd,  Zech. 11:16-17  
the head over many countries,  Psa. 110:6
The answer to this question is important because most theologians agree that the Rapture of the Church will occur before the Day of the Lord begins. If anti-Christ is not revealed until the abomination of desolation, then the Day of the Lord would not begin until then which would mean that Church Age believers would have to endure at least half of the horrors of the Tribulation. 

However, if the anti-Christ is revealed right before the Day of the Lord when the 7 year period of the Tribulation begins, then the Church will be delivered before the wrath begins.

Abomination of Desolation at middle of the Tribulation:         

Daniel 9:27 speaks of the “abomination of desolation” where the anti-Christ will enter the Temple and pronounce himself to be god and demand worship, Isa. 14:14, Ezek. 28:2, Dan. 8:13-14, Matt. 24:15, Rev. 13:6-7. This will take place in the middle of the Tribulation. Some claim that this is the time he is first revealed, however, one of the major problems with this view is that 1 Thess. 5:3 says that the Day of the Lord will come at a time when people will be saying “peace and safety”. No one will be saying that then because the world will be reeling from three and a half years of unprecedented desolation in the form of wars, famine, pestilence, and death.

2 Thessalonians 2:3, 6, & 8 speaks of the man of lawlessness being revealed. The Greek word used in these verses is in the passive voice meaning that someone other than himself will bring about his revelation. He will not be revealed by his own initiative but by God at the proper time when the restrainer will be removed, verse 7. By contrast, the abomination of desolation will come about by anti-Christ’s own action and initiative.

Some associate the revelation of anti-Christ with the abomination of desolation because 2 Thess. 2:4 gives a description of that event. It is important to note that this scripture is not saying when it will happen but what will happen. It is part of the description given of the future anti-Christ. 

First Seal broken at start of the Tribulation

Revelation 6:1-2 . . . And I saw when the Lamb broke one of the seven seals, and I heard one of the four living creatures saying as with a voice of thunder, "Come."  2) And I looked, and behold, a white horse, and he who sat on it had a bow; and a crown was given to him; and he went out conquering, and to conquer.

Jesus Christ Himself breaks the first seal of the scroll which brings the rider on the white horse who is anti-Christ onto the world scene. Jesus Christ is in complete control and will reveal the anti-Christ at this point.

"Christ will be revealed from heaven riding a white horse (Rev. 19:11). The counterfeit Christ will also be revealed riding a white horse. 

'The white horse is a symbol of victory. Roman generals after a victory in battle would ride a white horse in triumph with their captives following.' ”  Walvoord, J. F., Zuck, R. B., & Dallas Theological Seminary. (1983-). The Bible Knowledge Commentary : An Exposition of the Scriptures
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The rider of the white horse, “had a bow”  but no arrows apparently to indicate that he first will conquer peacefully using political effort rather than militarily force. 

Daniel 9:27 tells us that the anti-Christ will make a peace covenant with Israel that will take place at the beginning of the 7 year period or Daniel’s seventieth week. This will be a great political victory that will cause people to say it is a time of peace and safety. Then, suddenly, when they aren’t expecting it, destruction will come like the birth pangs of a woman, 1 Thess. 5:3.
Daniel 8:25 . . . And through his policy also he shall cause craft to prosper in his hand; and he shall magnify himself in his heart, and by peace shall destroy many: he shall also stand up against the Prince of princes; but he shall be broken without hand.

Daniel 11:21 . . . And in his estate shall stand up a vile person, to whom they shall not give the honor of the kingdom: but he shall come in peaceably, and obtain the kingdom by flatteries.

This is speaking of Antiochus Epiphanes who is a forerunner or type of anti-Christ.

Anti-Christ will be given a victor’s crown. He will be revealed at this time, God will remove the restrainer which will allow him to come into world prominence and this begins the judgment phase of the Day of the Lord. God will use Satan who will give him power to have tremendous political victories. The fact that anti-Christ will be able to pull off such a feat as bringing peace to the Middle East Dan. 9:27 demonstrates that this is the time of his revelation.
Immediately following the Rapture, the world will be thrown into confusion and chaos. People 

will be in a panic and more than ready to accept anyone who can convince them that he has the answers to their problems. Issues of race, religion, and national identity won’t separate people. They will be so frightened that they will desperately seek someone, anyone to lead them. This is when Anti-Christ will be revealed and accepted as the world leader.

Verse 6 . . . And you know what restrains him  [anti-Christ] now, so that in his time he [anti-Christ]  may be revealed.

what restrains . . .This is in the neuter gender, the Holy Spirit is in the neuter gender.

may be revealed . . . Passive voice; the anti-Christ cannot be revealed until God brings him onto the scene, which will be after the restraining ministry of the H.S. will be removed by the rapture of C.A. believers.

LESSON #67  (8-4-11)    

Verse 7 . . . For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only he who now restrains will do so until he is taken out of the way.

. . . he who now restrains . . .  “he” is an article, nsm' the N.T. Greek also uses masculine pronouns “He” and “Him” to refer to the Holy Spirit, John 14:26, 15:26, & 16:13-14.

. . . restrains will do so until he is taken out of the way . . . When God decides to remove The Restrainer, the anti-Christ will be revealed. This will allow the judgment phase of the Day of the Lord to begin where all unbelievers, Jew and Gentile will suffer the worst period of human history. The Church, the Bride of Christ, will depart via the Rapture before that happens.

Verse 7-10  People are deceived by signs and false wonders. Deception will reach its peak after the anti-Christ is revealed.2
Romans 3:13 . . . Their throat is an open grave, with their tongues they keep deceiving, "the poison of asps is under their lips".

Romans 16:17-18 . . . Now I urge you, brethren, keep your eye on those who cause dissen-sions and hindrances contrary to the teaching which you learned, and turn away from them.  

18) For such men are slaves, not of our Lord Christ but of their own appetites; and by their smooth and flattering speech they deceive the hearts of the unsuspecting. 

1 Corinthians 6:9 . . . Do not be deceived . . . 
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1 Corinthians 15:33 . . . Do not be deceived . . . 

Galatians 6:7 . . . Do not be deceived . . .

James 1:16 . . . Do not be deceived . . .

Ephesians 5:6 . . . Let no one deceive you . . .

2 Thessalonians 2:3 . . . Let no one in any way deceive you . . .

1 John 3:7 . . . Little children, make sure no one deceives you . . .

Matthew 24:4 . . . Take heed that no man deceive you . . . 

2 Timothy 3:13 . . . But evil men and impostors will proceed from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived.

Titus 1:10 . . . For there are many rebellious men, empty talkers and deceivers, especially those of the circumcision . . .

The anti-Christ will be different from every other deceiver because he will deceive the whole world:

Revelation 12:9 . . . and Satan, who deceives the whole world . . .  He will deceive the world through his agent, the anti-Christ.

Revelation 13:14 . . . And he deceives those who dwell on the earth . . .

Revelation 18:23 . . . all the nations were [will be] deceived by your sorcery.

Revelation 20:3 . . . and he threw him into the abyss, and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he would not deceive the nations any longer, until the thousand years were completed; after these things he must be released for a short time.

Revelation 20:8 . . . and will come out to deceive the nations which are in the four corners of the earth. . .

Those who believe the lies of the anti-Christ and reject the gospel will perish.

1 Corinthians 1:18 . . . For the word of the cross is to those who are perishing  [pres. mid. part.]  foolishness, but to us who are being saved  [pres. pas. part.]  it is the power of God.
2 Corinthians 2: 14-16 . . . But thanks be to God, who always leads us  [believers] in His triumph in Christ, and manifests through us the sweet aroma of the knowledge of Him  [the sweet aroma is the knowledge of doctrine]  in every place. 15) For we  [believers who give the gospel]  are a fragrance of Christ to God among those who are being saved  [are being experientially sanctified]  and among those who are perishing  [reject the gospel];  16) to the one  [unbeliever] an aroma from death  [spiritual death]  to death  [eternal death, 2nd death], to the other [believer] an aroma from life  [spiritual life]  to life  [eternal life].

Verse 11-12  . . . God will send upon them a deluding influence . . .  

“Divine hardening was never arbitrarily implemented but was in response to rejection of God’s authoritative Word or standards.” “Divine Hardening in the Old Testament", Robert B. Chisholm Jr. Bibliotheca Sacra Volume 153 (153:410). Dallas Theological Seminary. “Divine Hardening in the Old Testament” by Robert B. Chisholm Jr. Bibliotheca Sacra Volume 153 (153:410). 

"Some propose that God allowed or permitted deception rather than causing or actively promo-ting it. The article’s thesis is this: God is truthful in that He keeps His unconditional promises to His people and fulfills His sovereign decrees and oaths. God’s commitment to truthfulness, however, does not mean that He never uses deceit as a method of judgment on sinners. He does so without compromising His truthful character and righteousness."   “Does God Deceive?” by Robert B. Chisholm Jr. is Professor of Old Testament Studies, Dallas Theological Seminary, Dallas, Tex.
Some think God sends anyone rejecting the gospel before the Tribulation a deluding influence so they can't believe it during the Tribulation. 

Things to consider:
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· The policy of God deluding stiff-necked, Christ-rejecters is nothing new. It can be found not only    in the N.T., but also in the O.T.

· The Rapture will no doubt convince many who were unbelievers to believe the validity of the gospel and Bible.

· There will be hundreds of thousands, if not millions, of believers in the Tribulation. Where did they come from? The fact that they are in the Tribulation means they either didn't hear the gospel or they rejected it prior to the Tribulation. 

2 Peter 3:9  is still true even during the Tribulation.

. . . The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.
LESSON #68  (8-9-11)    

Verse 13 . . . God has chosen you from the beginning for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and faith in the truth . . .

1) Positional or Lawful Sanctification:  

2)  Experiential Sanctification:
Every believer is permanently set apart                    Some believers grow in grace & 

to God at the moment they believe in 
knowledge and are set apart by God

Jesus Christ.
for special rewards and blessings.

Time       

One moment                   
Lifetime
For                        
All believers                    
Some believers
Condition              
Faith in Christ                
Spiritual Maturity
Volition/BD        
Negative if no growth/application   
Positive to BD 
Heaven                  
Inhabit only if no growth/application       
Inherit 
Rewards                
No rewards if no growth/application         
Yes 
Grace                     
Logistical only if no growth/application    
Super
Spiritual Status 
Baby if no growth/application   
Adult         

Relation
Enemy if no growth/application              
Friend 
Classification         
Loser if no growth/application             
Winner
Verse 15 . . . So then, brethren, stand firm and hold to the traditions which you were taught.
1 Corinthians 16:13  . . . Be on the alert  [pam],  stand firm  [pam]  in the faith, act  [pmm]  like men,  be strong  [ppm]. 

Philippians 1:27 . . . Only conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ   [as a member of the Royal Family of God],  so that whether I come and see you or remain absent, I will hear of you that you are standing firm [pai]   in one spirit   [of unity and co-operation],  with one mind   [literally, one soul, as one man]   striving together   [we should strive with one another, not against one another]   for the faith of the gospel   [the body of truth emphasizing grace].

Romans 11:20-21 . . .  but you [Gentiles] stand [rai] by your faith. 

2 Corinthians 1:24 . . . for in your faith you are standing firm.

2 Corinthians 1:23-24 . . . but are workers with you for your joy [apostles/pastors work by communicating B.D., joy comes from responding to doctrine]; for in [by] your faith [in doctrine] you are standing [rai] firm.

Colossians 4:12 . . . that you may stand perfect and fully assured in all the will of God.

Ephesians 6:11 . . . Put on the full armor of God, so that you will be able to stand firm 
Ephesians 6:13 . . . Therefore, take up the full armor of God, so that you will be able to resist in the evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm.














         8
1 Peter 5:10b-11b  . . . I have written to you briefly, exhorting and testifying that this is the true grace of God. Stand firm [aam] in it!

Romans 5:1-2 . . . Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,  2) through whom  [J.C.]  also we have obtained [rai]  our introduction [access to God the Father]  by faith  [at salvation] into this grace in which we stand  [rai] . . .

Galatians 5:1 . . . therefore keep standing firm  [pam] and do not be subject again to a yoke of slavery  [legalism].

Philippians 4:1 . . . in this way  [eagerly anticipating the rapture]  stand firm  [pam]  in the Lord. . .
No believer can stand firm for the grace of God without standing firm for the gospel.

LESSON #69  (8-11-11)    

THE  WRONG WAY TO “STAND FIRM” :

1. Using or flaunting your superior knowledge of Bible doctrine in order to lord it over others.

a. This is a manifestation of power lust.  It is a huge turn-off to others that drives others away from truth and grace.

b. Arguing with unbelievers over non-essentials is one of the worst things you can do. Who cares if they hunt Easter eggs, dress up like Santa Claus, or go trick-or-treating?  What does it matter if they are drunkards or tea-totalers?  Whether they tithe or don’t tithe, go to church or stay at home to watch cartoons, whether they have been sprinkled or dunked?  So what if women insist on wearing a head covering or refuse to wear pants? So what if they allegedly speak in tongues or claim that they can supernaturally heal the sick?  Whatever they believe about homosexuals, abortion, gun control, or politics does not matter. These people are on their way to hell. and the only spiritual thing they can understand is the gospel thanks to the Holy Spirit's ministry of common grace. You can win an argument but lose a soul.

2. Making a stand on a non-essential
a. Any time a believer makes a big deal out of a non-essential, he makes the non-essential the issue and obscures the real issue. It is not our job as Christians to point out every minor doctrinal error in other believers. God did not appoint us to be doctrinal dictators nor does He expect us to correct everyone else’s thinking; that is His job.

b. 1 Corinthians 9:19-22 . . . For though I am free from all men, I have made myself a slave to all, so that I may win more.  20) To the Jews I became as a Jew, so that I might win Jews; to those who are under the Law, as under the Law though not being myself under the Law, so that I might win those who are under the Law;  21) to those who are without law, as without law, though not being without the law of God but under the law                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         of Christ, so that I might win those who are without law.  22) To the weak I became weak, that I might win the weak; I have become all things to all men, so that I may by all means save some.
c. Galatians 2:3-5 . . . But not even Titus, who was with me, though he was a Greek, was compelled to be circumcised.  4) But it was because of the false brethren secretly brought in, who had sneaked in to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, in order to bring us into bondage.  5) But we did not yield in subjection to them for even an hour, so that the truth of the gospel would remain with you.

Compare the above scripture with the following: 

Acts 16:1-3 . . . Paul came also to Derbe and to Lystra. And a disciple was there, named Timothy, the son of a Jewish woman who was a believer, but his father was a Greek,   2) and he was well spoken of by the brethren who were in Lystra and Iconium.  3) Paul wanted this man to go with him; and he took him and circumcised him because of the Jews who were in those parts, for they all knew that his father was a Greek.
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Was Paul being a hypocrite? Absolutely not, he was using great discernment.  He was inflexible in Jerusalem when the issue was works vs. grace but flexible when it came to gaining the ear of legalistic people in order that they might be saved.

 3.   The soap box and pulpit
a.  No one needs to get on a soap box or get behind a pulpit to stand firm for the truth. Orations
and pontifications are not necessary, in fact, they are  counterproductive. People tend to

tune out when someone tries to dominate a conversation. 

b.  The most effective way to reach someone is through a dialog, not a monolog. If one person is 

doing all the talking, its not a conversation. Many see it as a speech or a lecture that they rather not hear.

Isaiah 1:18 . . ."Come now, and let us reason together," Says the LORD . . .
4. Don’ts

a. Don’t let a conversation degenerate into an argument.

b. Don’t appear to be superior, nobody likes to talk to a “know-it-all”.

c. Don’t preach to them or talk to them in a condescending manner.

d. Don’t tell them, “Your wrong!”. That puts them on the defensive and they are more likely to argue with you. Let them see for themselves that they are wrong by the questions you ask.

e. Don’t push. If a person rejects what you say, don’t pressure them. It is the Holy Spirit that 

will convict them of the truth, not you.
f. Don’t take rejection personally. Our job is to stand firm for the truth; we are not responsible for the negative volition of others.


THE RIGHT WAY TO “STAND FIRM” :

1.   Questions
a. How can you address an issue with someone properly if you don’t know what they think about it?

b. How can you find out what a person thinks about an issue unless you ask them?

c. What is a better way to keep someone engaged in a conversation than asking them questions?

d. Is there a better way to get people to think than asking them questions?  

e. Isn’t it better to ask someone what his beliefs are based on rather than to preach or lecture him on what you believe?

f. Most people state their position on an issue they’ve never even thought through, and have  

never been challenged or questioned about it.  Wouldn’t a person be more open to the truth if he or she were forced to answer questions about the position they’ve taken and can't defend? 

g.  When someone makes a statement that is incorrect and you question him about it, he is 

           obligated to defend his statement. If he can’t defend it, he will be more open to the truth 

           and listen to what you have to say. Doesn’t that seem to be a better approach than telling him   

           everything you know about the Bible and hoping something sticks?

      h.  Are you going to remember the importance of asking questions the next time you have an 

           opportunity to stand firm for the truth?

2.  Attitude

a.  Remain humble and objective. We can’t afford to take offense or get angry even if a person says something that is offensive to us. 
b.  We must always treat people in a loving way. People are moved more by your concern and consideration for them than they are by how much knowledge you may have. We are to “speak the truth in love”, Eph. 4:14.
c.   The people who disagree with you, whether they are believers or unbelievers, are not your enemies, and they have a right to their opinion. 
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You are not to belittle them or disparage them in any way. You are to lovingly persuade them to accept the truth based on the evidence, power, and reasonableness of God’s Word.

d.  Really listen to what the other person has to say and keep an open mind. There is a possibility that you could learn something from them or that you may be wrong.

e.   If you have no success in reaching someone, let go, back off. There are times that we must agree to disagree. 

f.   Strive to keep any hard feelings from developing and to keep the lines of communication open. Maybe you’ll be successful the next time you have an opportunity to stand for the truth.

LESSON #70-73  (8-16 thru 8-25-11)    

Visuals: Timeline Order of Events, Time of the Gentiles  and  Rapture VS 2nd Advent

Verse 17   Not only does Jesus Christ give us this unspeakable gift of taking care of our sin problem on the cross, He also:

·  Adopted us into His royal family 

·  Gave us eternal life

· Ascribed to us His own perfect + Righteousness
· Baptized us into union with Christ, "in Christ"
·  Appointed us to be His royal ambassadors

·  Made us priests so that we can go straight to Him through our Lord Jesus Christ

·  Gave us spiritual gifts

· Gave His wonderful immutable inerrant Word which is alive and powerful

· Gave us an eternal destiny 

· Offers us super grace rewards, decorations, crowns, privileges, and opportunities

· Prepared a dwelling place for us to live with Him for all eternity

· Gave us His Word 

· Granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness

· Gave us victory over death

· Promised to return and receive us as the Bride of Christ

· Has planned a royal wedding feast

· Promised to give us a resurrection body that is like that of our Lord

· Will deliver us from the wrath to come

LESSON #74  (8-30-11)     Visual: Dual Meaning of Words

CHAPTER 3               DOCTRINE  OF  ETERNAL LIFE
Every believer should know that eternal life is the gift of God that is given to anyone who has faith alone in Christ alone. It is an integral part of the gospel. 

ZOE  a noun, live  +  AIONIOS  sadj., eternal  =   eternal life   This phrase is used 42 times in the N.T.

John 3:16 . . . For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have  [v.pas]  eternal life.

John 3:36 . . . He who believes in the Son has  [v.pai] eternal life; but he who does not obey [believe] the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him."  
John 5:24 . . . Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, has  [v.pai] eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into life.


John 6:40 . . .  For this is the will of My Father, that everyone who beholds the Son and believes in Him, may have eternal life [v.pas]; and I Myself will raise him up on the last day."
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John 6:47 . . .  "Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes has [v.pai] eternal life.

Romans 6:23 . . .  For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.   

Eleven out of the forty-two times this phrase is not used as the gift that believers receive at the moment of salvation, but there is another eternal life that must be earned or worked for.

Galatians 6:8 . . .  For the one who sows to his own flesh shall from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit shall from the Spirit reap eternal life.

Matthew 19:29 . . .  And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or farms for My name's sake, shall receive many times as much, and shall inherit eternal life.

Titus 3:7 . . .  that being justified by His grace we might be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

John 17:3. . .  And this is eternal life, that they may know Thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom Thou hast sent.

1 Timothy 6:12 . . .  Fight the good fight of faith; take hold of the eternal life to which you were called. . .

1 John 3:15 . . . Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer; and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him.

Sometimes the Bible uses a word or phrase in a “positional sense” and also in an “experiential sense”.

LESSON #75-76  (9-1 thru 9-8, 2011)    Visual: Dual Meaning of Words
 “Overcome the World”
Positional,  1 John 5:4    
Experiential  Rev. 3:21

“Inheritance”
Positional,  Heb. 1:14     
Experiential,  Rom. 8:17
“Saved” 
Positional,  Eph. 2:8-9 
Experiential,  1 Tim. 2:15
“Eternal Life”
Positional,  John 3:16   
Experiential,  Rom. 2:7

“Justified”
Positional,  Rom. 3:24

Experiential,  James 2:24


“Sanctified”
Positional,  Heb. 13:12
Experiential,  2 Tim. 2:21



                                                                                                                                          

When a word or a phrase is used in a positional sense, God does the work. When it is used in an experiential sense, God plus man does the work. The positional sense involves faith alone while the experiential sense involves commitment and work. 

LESSON #77  (9-13-11)     

Sometimes the Bible uses a phrase that appears to be singular but iis understood as plural in the sense that it occurs in phases:

Regathering of Israel:   
Phase 1   May 14,1948, gathered in unbelief, Ezek. 37:8 & 12, Jer. 16:15-16 

 
Phase 2   At the 2nd Advent, gathered in belief

Return of Christ,  
Phase 1   the Rapture, 1 Thess. 4:13-17

2nd Coming:                  
Phase 2   the 2nd Advent, Rev. 19:11-16

Resurrections:  
Christ the First-fruits

1st Resurrection:
Phase 1   the Rapture, C. A. believers, 1 Thess. 4:13-17

Phase 2   2nd Advent, O.T. & Tribulation believers, Dan. 12:2, Rev. 20:4

Phase 3   End of Millennium or possibly later during "the fullness of times" of 

Millennial believers

     
2nd Resurrection: End of Millennium,  all unbelievers of all ages, Rev. 20:5

Verse 6 . . . Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you keep aloof from every brother who leads an unruly life and not according to the tradition which you received from us.
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LESSON #78  (9-13-11)   Lipstick on the pig;   Pastor Naboth's Report;   Review of the above. 
 
DOCTRINE OF SEPARATION      
1.  There are two basic types of separation:                                                                                                                                                   

a)  We are to separate unto God. We make God and His Word our number one priority in life. Believers who do this are in the process of being experientially sanctified / set apart unto God.

b)  We are to separate from anyone or anything that would hinder or distract us from growing up spiritually to become experientially sanctified, or cause you to compromise Bible Doctrine.

2.  There are two ways to separate:

a) Mental Separation

1)  This separation is accomplished by switching from personal / conditional love to impersonal / unconditional love. 

2)   A believer must focus on and emphasize God’s love for him and his reciprocal love for God instead of the relationship with the friend or family member who has gotten off course. 

3) He must be careful not to judge, malign, or gossip about the errant believer and steer clear of revenge, hate, and self-pity.

LESSON #79  (9-22-11)   
b)   Physical Separation

1) Sometimes, mental separation is not enough; physical separation is required. 
2) Physical separation means to avoid any personal contact with someone and regard him/her as dead. It is a severance of all relation with him/her of any kind.

3) Is required when a wife and/or children are being abused.

4) Is required when false doctrine is being taught in a local church or when someone has embraced false teaching and is promoting it.

5) Is required when someone is guilty of a grievious sin or legalistic evil who will not acknowledge any wrong-doing. Stand up for righteousness whatever the cost.

3.  Proper Function

a)  Mental separation should always precede physical separation. Physical separation is not a license for believers to separate from people they don’t like or that they may hate.

b) Separation does not mean you are superior or better than those you must separate from. We are all sinners.

d)  Separation protects us from being contaminated by people who would hinder our spiritual growth, and it enables the guilty parties to see that they have offended God and had better    humble themselves and acknowledge their sins to Him.

e)  The people who we must separate from are not our enemies, 2 Thess. 3:15; they are people who are in trouble who need to take responsibility for what they have done or may be doing.

4.  Separation is mostly necessary from other believers. 

a) Those who commit incest 

1 Corinthians 5:1-2 . . . It is actually reported that there is immorality among you, and immorality of such a kind as does not exist even among the Gentiles, that someone has his father's wife.  2) And you have become arrogant, and have not mourned instead, in order that the one who had done this deed might be removed from your midst.

b) From believers who reject B.D. (Bible Doctrine)  

2 Thessalonians 3:14-15 . . .  And if anyone does not obey our instruction in this letter, take special note of that man and do not associate with him, so that he may be put to shame.  15) And yet do not regard him as an enemy, but admonish him as a brother.

c)  From believers who live totally by their emotions 

Romans 16:17-18 . . . Now I urge you, brethren, keep your eye on those who cause dissensions and hindrances contrary to the teaching which you learned, and turn away from them.  
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18) For such men are slaves, not of our Lord Christ but of their own appetites; and by their smooth and flattering speech they deceive the hearts of the unsuspecting.        
***************************************************************************************************
LESSON #80  (9-27-11)   
Homosexuality Opposes God's Holiness
Genesis 15:16 . . . But in the fourth generation they shall return here, for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet complete.

Complete:  SHALEM, complete, full, finished, at peace, or peaceful.  It combines the idea of being complete with being at peace. It means to be fully at peace with iniquity. Iniquity is no longer shameful or a disgraceful. It is not hidden or done in the dark. The people are friendly with it. They are accus-tomed to it.  It is at this point that a nation is subject to the judgment of God.

Leviticus 18:3 . . . After the doings of the land of Egypt , wherein ye dwelt, shall ye not do: and after the doings of the land of Canaa , whither I bring you, shall ye not do: neither shall ye walk in their ordinances. 

Ordinances: CHUKAH, ordinance, statute, or law.  God was about to judge the Canaanites and drive them off the land. The judgment was coming not because individuals were committing iniquity, but because iniquity was accepted into their society by custom and  codified into their laws and ordinances. When a society becomes so at peace with iniquity that it protects it by law, then God’s judgment is immanent. 
“When our government enacts laws that promote sin, such as sodomizing the military and legalizing same sex marriage, this is what triggers God's judgment on that nation. It is not 
the homosexual act, but it is when it becomes law, protected and promoted.” by John McTernan
Iniquity:  AVON,  perversity, depravity, or iniquity.  It includes such acts as adultery, child sacrifice, homosexuality, and bestiality. Homosexuality is singled out from this group and described as an abomination.

Leviticus 18:20-24 . . . And you shall not have intercourse with your neighbor's wife, to be defiled with her. 21) 'Neither shall you give any of your offspring to offer them to Molech [the owl god demanding human sacrifices], nor shall you profane the name of your God; I am the LORD. 22) 'You shall not lie with a male as one lies with a female; it is an abomination.  23) 'Also you shall not have intercourse with any animal to be defiled with it, nor shall any woman stand before an animal to mate with it; it is a perversion.  24) 'Do not defile yourselves by any of these things; for by all these the nations which I am casting out before you have become defiled.

The Bible says because of iniquity, the land will vomit out its inhabitants.
Laws should be righteous, reflecting God's righteous standards.
Leviticus 18:25-26 . . . For the land has become defiled, therefore I have visited its punishment upon it, so the land has spewed out its inhabitants.  26) 'But as for you, you are to keep My statutes and My judgments, and shall not do any of these abominations,

“The explosion in America of pornography, lewd movies, fornication, adultery, divorce, and homosexuality are all clear signs that the nation has become depraved before God.  The acceptance and promotion of homosexuality as being an alternate lifestyle is the key sign and the “end of the road” of becoming depraved.”  by John McTernan
These people are reprobates before God and their lifestyles lead to demonic activity.
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Romans 1:28 . . . And just as they did not see fit to acknowledge God any longer, God gave them over to a depraved mind, to do those things which are not proper . . .

Depraved: ADOKIMOS, unapproved, unworthy, spurious, worthless, depraved, rejected, or cast away;  a reprobate abominable mind;  a mind to be abhorred by God and man. 

“America as a nation is a long way down the road to developing a depraved, national consensus. In 1963, America turned from God when the Supreme Court removed Bible reading and prayer from the schools. Since then the knowledge of God has been systematically removed from all areas of our society.

"In direct proportion to the removal of the knowledge of God there also has been the acceptance of fornication, adultery and the promotion of homosexuality and abortion. The media and Hollywood glorify these lifestyles. The courts have established them as “rights.” The college campuses are a fertile ground for these lifestyles. Even political parties promote them.”

“The United States now is enacting, by both custom and law, the Ordinances of the Amorites; therefore the nation is defiled before the holy God of Israel and faces His judgment. By promoting homosexuality, America has become like the ancient pagan Amorites and has now come under the judgment of God.

"America promotes homosexuality by custom with events such as Gay Pride Day, Gay Awareness Month (June), Gay day at Disney land, Gay Day at sporting events and events like Southern Decadence in New Orleans. 

"There are gay clubs in high school and colleges, [homosexual chat rooms, homosexual personal adds in news papers, homosexual computer dating, homosexual bars, restaurants, athletic clubs, homosexual parades, homosexual police chiefs, mayors, congressmen.] The political parties are pandering to the homosexuals for their votes. By custom, homosexuality has woven into the fabric of America. 

"America is continually making ordinances to advance the homosexual agenda. Sodomites can legally marry in California and Massachusetts while many states recognize civil unions. Homosexuals are now able to adopt children and gain custody of children during a divorce. There are now numerous hate speech laws which are being used to silence opposition to the homosexual agenda. [Open homosexuals are being ordained in some churches and there are now  homosexual churches.] America is a long way down the road to enacting all the Ordinances of the Amorites.

"The Bible warns of God judging a nation that walks in these ordinances. When the collective attitude of a nation is friendly toward homosexuality then at this point the iniquity is full. It is apparent that “the cup” of America’s sin is rapidly filling up. Americans hardly blush anymore at fornication and adultery. The legalizing of abortion was an additional Ordinance of the Amorites. Homosexuality is fast becoming a constitutional right. The only ordinance left to fulfill Leviticus 18 is bestiality. This is probably next on line to become an ordinance! . . . Following God’s Word brings blessings, health, and long life; following the depraved mind brings disease, death and destruction.“  by John McTernan
1 Corinthians 6:9-11 . . . Or do you not know that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor homosexuals,  10) nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers, shall inherit the kingdom of God.  11) And such were some of you; but you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, and in the Spirit of our God.

Colossians 3:5-7 . . . Therefore put to death your members which are on the earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry.  
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6) Because of these things the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of disobedience,  7) in which you yourselves once walked when you lived in them.
***************************************************************************************************
CONTINUING WITH DOCTRINE OF SEPARATION:
d)  From the fast crowd 

1 Peter 4:3-5 . . . For the time already past is sufficient for you to have carried out the desire of the Gentiles, having pursued a course of sensuality, lusts, drunkenness, carousals, drinking parties and abominable idolatries. 4) And in all this, they are surprised that you do not run with them into the same excess of dissipation, and they malign you;  5) but they shall give account to Him who is ready to judge the living and the dead.

1 Corinthians 5:9-13 . . . I wrote you in my letter not to associate with immoral people;  10)  I did not at all mean with the immoral people of this world, or with the covetous and swindlers, or with idolaters; for then you would have to go out of the world.  11) But actually, I wrote to you not to associate with any so-called brother if he should be an immoral person, or covetous, or an idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or a swindler-- not even to eat with such a one. 12) For what have I to do with judging outsiders? Do you not judge those who are within the church? 13) But those who are outside, God judges. Remove the wicked man from among yourselves.

e)  From superficial social life and the apostate fun crowd

Jeremiah 15:17 . . . I did not sit in the circle of merrymakers, nor did I exult. Because of Thy hand upon me I sat alone, for Thou didst fill me with indignation.

Jeremiah 15:19- 20  . . . Therefore, thus says the LORD, "If you return [to Him, acknowledge sin], then I will restore you; before Me you will stand; . . . They for their part may turn to you, but as for you, you must not turn to them.   20) Then I will make you to this people a fortified wall of bronze; and though they fight against you, they will not prevail over you; for I am with you to save you and deliver you," declares the LORD.

5.  Separation from unbelievers:

a)  When B.D. would be compromised. An example is when marrying an unbeliever; B.D. is compromised when you marry an unbeliever. Remember, you are influenced by the one with whom you have sex. They can influence you away from doctrine.

 2 Corinthians 6:14-18 . . . Do not be bound together with unbelievers; for what partner-ship have righteousness and lawlessness, or what fellowship has light with darkness?  15) Or what harmony has Christ with Belial, or what has a believer in common with an unbeliever?  16) Or what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For we are the temple of the living God; just as God said, "I will dwell in them and walk among them; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people.  17) "Therefore, come out from their midst and be separate," says the Lord. "And do not touch what is unclean; and I will welcome you.  18)"And I will be a father to you, and you shall be sons and daughters to Me," says the Lord Almighty. 

Father, may we be righteous stewards, reflecting your glory !
LESSON #80  (9-29-11)   Berean Call addresses the problem of lack of dispensational doctrine correctly disseminated, wholesale acceptance of replacement theology, and progressivism destroying moral standards of the young of today.
b)   From God-rejectors
Psalm 1:1-2 . . . How blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked, Nor stand in the path of sinners, nor sit in the seat of scoffers!  2) But his delight is in the law of the LORD, and in His law he meditates day and night.

c)  From human viewpoint & worldliness
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Romans 12:1-2 . . . I urge you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship.  2) And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.

d)  From religion and apostasy       
2 Timothy 3:1-5 . . . But realize this, that in the last days difficult times will come.  2) For men will be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, revilers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy,  3) unloving, irreconcilable, malicious gossips, without self-control, brutal, haters of good,  4) treacherous, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God;  5) holding to a form of godliness, although they have denied its power; and avoid such men as these. 

6.  It is sometimes hard to separate from friends and family, but if we ignore this command, we will regret it. If we don’t remove ourselves from the bad behavior, mental attitude sins, grace-haters, and spiritual apathy of others, it will bring us down. 

7.  Tolerating those who have become negative or antagonistic towards doctrine not only harms us, but it harms them as well. It does not show love to others pretending all is well when it is not. It's not easy or pleasant to discontinue a relationship, but when someone is out of control, a relationship with them is not worth having. 
Separation helps the errant friend or family member to realize the seriousness of their bad attitude or behavior. Your toleration may be seen by them as a sign that you condone or approve of their sin. 

8.  When separation is necessary, care must be taken that we don’t appear to be superior, self-righteous, or judgmental. We don’t have a choice; we are commanded by the Word of God to do it. Of course, prayer for the person and prayer for direction in handling the situation is a must.

9.  We are not to separate from others because we get our feelings hurt or because someone has wronged us in some way. Separation is only called for when someone continues to sin and refuses to take responsibility for it.

We Don’t Tolerate:
              We Do Tolerate:


       
Abuse of a wife or child 
Ingratitude

Gossip

Crime such as theft, assault, etc.   
Thoughtlessness 
Forgetfulness

Adultery, Homosexuality  Incest, Pederasty, Bigamy      Unfriendliness   
Pettiness  
Children’s bad behavior 
Idiosyncrasies
Impatience

Intrusion of privacy           
Foibles                      Outbursts of anger   
On-going bad Language, vulgarity, bullying     
Anger, insults           Insensitivity  

Tyranny
                      

LESSON #81  (10-4-11)   Verse 6 . . . which you received from us . . . refers to the Apostle Paul and those who were traveling with him who also had the spiritual gift of communicating God’s Word. This was a very small, well-defined group of doctrinally-sound communicators with specific teaching. 

ECLECTIC VS HUMBLE OBEDIENCE

Paul didn't give the Thessalonians the right to decide for themselves who to separate from. Their choice was to obey Paul’s command or disobey it. He did not give them the prerogative to consult several other people and conclude for themselves why or from whom they would separate.

When a father gives his children instructions, they are not allowed to gather information from other parents, friends, or internet to decide what instructions they will or wont follow. 
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Children lack the knowledge and experience to be self-reliant, so they must rely on their parents. However, children sometimes think they know more than their parents and are tempted to trust their own judgment. 
This nearly always results in rebellion. Teenagers are notorious for this. They dispute the authority of their parents because they want to be their own authority. They want the right to decide what they  will accept and what they will reject from their parents. They want the independence of an adult but are unable to handle the responsibility that goes with it. 

God has placed children under the authority of their parents. In like manner, He has placed believers under the authority of their pastor-teacher. They have the option to accept the teaching and the authority of their pastor or to reject it. If they reject it, they have the right to find another pastor that they can submit to. 

They do not have the right to undermine their pastor’s authority or to form a conspiracy against him. Nor does the Bible give believers the option of being an authority to themselves by creating their own theology from an assortment of opinions and teachings from a variety of sources. Believers who do this become super opinionated and confused. They cannot grow beyond their own intelligence and experience because they reject the authority structure God put in place for us to learn.

They are in direct defiance of God’s command in Hebrews 13:17 . . . obey your [spiritual] leaders and submit to them . . .”  This means much more than to obey the rules and policies set forth by a church. It also means to submit to the teaching of the pastor.  When one does not listen objectively with an open mind to his pastor and questions every little thing, he cannot grow. Learning requires humility and acceptance of the teachers' authority. Absent that, no learning takes place. 

Some believers will not accept the teaching of their pastor until it is compared to the ideas and opinions of others. This attitude is not in accord with Heb. 13:17. This does not mean that believers are to blindly accept anything their pastor says. 

Like the Bereans of Acts 17, we should make sure that what is being taught agrees with what the Bible says. If there is a discrepancy, the pastor should be consulted. However, this is far different from comparing what your pastor says with what other Bible teachers say who are found on the internet, T.V. radio, books, etc. Inaccuracy in what is taught is unacceptable, so consulting the Bible is essential. Consulting other teachers and opinions is not !

Every pastor has a right congregation and every believer has a right pastor.

1 Peter 5:2-3 . . . Shepherd the flock of God among you, exercising oversight not under compulsion, but voluntarily, according to the will of God; and not for sordid gain, but with eagerness;  3) nor yet as lording it over THOSE ALLOTTED TO YOUR CHARGE, but proving to be examples to the flock.

Each pastor has a flock allotted to their charge. He doesn’t seek them or choose them, God does. He connects the right pastor to the right congregation. These are the sheep that he is responsible for and these are the sheep that are to submit to his authority. 

This is not to imply that believers can only learn doctrine from their right pastor. No pastor or theologian has cornered the market in truth. Doctrinal pastors are not in competition with each other, they are on the same team. 

Believers can learn from more than one doctrinal pastor but they must be very careful who they listen to. False teachers can be very attractive and knowledgeable. Many people are fooled by their impressive credentials, great speaking ability, and huge number of people following them. Much of what they say may be true, but remember that they are experts at concealing false doctrines and lies. Believers who have not mastered the basics of systematic theology should not venture away from their own pastor’s teaching.  

    













      18

Paul was not adverse to having others minister to his flock as long as they were doctrinally sound.

Galatians 4:17-18 . . . They  [false teachers]  eagerly seek you, not commendably  [through lies and deception], but they wish to shut you out  [apart from Paul’s ministry],  in order that you may seek them  [they had approbation lust and money lust].  18 But it is good always to be eagerly sought in a commendable manner  [by doctrinally-sound teachers],  and not only when I am present with you.
We have DVDs in our church library from various conferences with several different doctrinally-sound speakers who have been approved by this pastor. There are newsletters like “The Berean Call” and magazines like “Israel My Glory” that are doctrinally-sound that keep up with current events and offer the Biblical perspective. Other pastors, missionaries, and doctrinally sound men have filled the pulpit at CBC at various times. There are still good, doctrinally-sound communicators of God’s Word who are edifying, but there is only one pastor that was designed by God to be your right pastor to whom you are required to submit. 

Verse 7    ICONOCLASTIC ARROGANCE  

In personal relationships, an iconoclast is a person who is subjectively preoccupied with others. He builds up a perfect image of someone he fatuously worships, then upon discovering his idol's human flaws, he attacks him.

If your personal love is not reciprocated, or if the person you love becomes a disappointment, then there’s a danger of reacting. Inevitably the iconoclast discovers his idol’s feet of clay, suffers disillusionment, and reacts bitterly, de​stroying the idol he alone created.

We are hurt more deeply by those we are closest to. The pain and hurt feelings generated by personal love can be a test of your spiritual momentum. Without employing impersonal love, we enter the cosmic compound through the mental attitude sin of iconoclastic arrogance and quickly interlock with the arrogance of unhappiness and discouragement.

Verse 10 . . . if anyone will not work, neither let him eat.  

The importance of each believer being self-reliant and being a burden on someone else.

Headlines:

"The Growing Welfare State"   
"L. A.  County Spends $600 Mil On Welfare For Illegal Immigrants"
"Is Welfare Scriptural?"
"Welfare Spending"

Verse 11-12        ERGAZOMÉNOUS       ALLÁ      PERIERGAZOMÉNOUS                                  
                  “doing no work at all      but      acting like busy bodies.”


                   ergazomenous             alla           periergazomenous

                      not busy                                      busy being a busybody

Verse 13  . . . do not grow weary of doing good.                     
2 Corinthians 4:16-18 . . . Therefore we do not lose heart, but though our outer man is decaying, yet our inner man is being renewed day by day.  17) For momentary, light affliction is producing for us an eternal weight of glory far beyond all comparison,  18) while we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen; for the things which are seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal.
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Hebrews 10:35-39 . . . Therefore, do not throw away your confidence, which has a great reward.  36) For you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God, you may receive what was promised.

Verse 14-15  Once again, we have the Doctrine of Separation. We are to admonish fellow believers who get off track but we are to do it in love, not considering them to be the enemy.

Verse 16  It is possible for believers to have peace in every kind of circumstances. It is something that Christ gives to those who are in the process of growing in grace and knowledge.

Verse 17-18  Paul wrote the final words himself so there would be no suspicions whether the letter was a forgery or not. He expressed his desire that the grace of the Lord would be on all the believers, even the ones who were confused and who had gotten off track. 

END OF SERIES
