QUESTIONS TO ASK A CALVINIST    Apologetics 12-17-09

How do you know you are one of the elect?


How do you know your “salvation experience” was genuine?

How do you know you were regenerated and given the gift of faith?


How do you know that your faith is genuine, that it came as a gift from God and not from    

           yourself?  How do you know you have the right kind of faith or enough faith?

How do you know you are truly saved, one of the elect, and will persevere in good works and godliness till the end of your life?  How can anyone know? Yet 1 John 5:13 says we can know we have eternal life.

If the faith to believe in Jesus Christ is given through irresistible grace as a gift, why does the Bible command and exhort us to believe in Jesus Christ?  Why give commands that are impossible to obey?

Why is the Greek word for “believe” used 233 times in the New Testament and always in the active voice?  This means that the subject, the person or persons, performs the action of believing. If belief were given as a gift from God, “believe” would be in the passive voice meaning that the subject receives the belief.  

No one is perfect and we all sin.  How can one know he is truly elect and is persevering to the end if there is still sin in his or her life?  


How many sins indicate one is not perservering and therefore not truly elect?


Which sins would indicate one is not perservering?


Where can these answers be found in the Bible?

Calvinists believe the elect must be regenerated before they are given the faith to believe the gospel. But how can they be regenerated through the gospel when they can’t understand the gospel until regenerated? 
Why are there so many warnings in the Bible to believers not to drift away, Heb. 2:1, not to fall away Heb. 4:11, not to come short of the grace of God, Heb. 12:15, not to shrink back, Heb. 10:28, not to be carried away by unprincipled men and fall from their steadfastness, 2 Peter 3:17, and not to desert Christ, Gal. 1:6?  If all the elect are assured of persevering to the end, then why are there all of these warnings?

1 Cor. 9:24-27 speaks of running a race for a prize. The Apostle Paul said he disciplined himself so he would not be disqualified.  Certainly Paul was one of the elect, so how was it possible for him to be disqualified if all the elect persevere to the end?

If Jesus Christ died only for the elect, then the un-elect must be judged at the Great White Throne for their sins because Christ was not judged for them.  Why does Rev. 20:12 & 13 say they will be judged according to their works/deeds?  If they are to be judged for their sins as Calvinists say, why are their sins never mentioned at this Judgment?

How can God withhold grace and Christ’s atonement from some of His creatures and then condemn them to the Lake of Fire for all eternity for not accepting what was never offered to them?

How can Christ be just, loving, compassionate, and merciful if He chose to die on the cross for some when He could have easily died on the cross for everyone?   

