resolve  is  imperative
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Col. Dan    This war against terrorism may test our ability to sustain our resolve beyond any limits yet experienced in our history.   It appears that we are facing an unconventional protracted war  that could go on for years.   America's level of understanding and acceptance of this will strongly test our patience, our nerves, our faith and ultimately our ability to win. 

Pastor Mike   The believer’s lack of understanding that we are in an ongoing protracted war, called The Angelic Conflict, tests his patience, nerves, faith and ability to win.  Weak believers search for a quick fix or an easy solution to their problems.  They suffer from “wave the magic wand” syndrome.   They walk into a church, sing a hymn, get emotional, observe a ritual,  say a prayer, and then walk out and expecting all their problems will disappear.
Col. Dan    We could very well be hit with destructive electronic hacking into our information and computer systems and be subjected to all sorts of propaganda and psychological warfare.  As this unfamiliar situation hits home and drags on, America's ability to stay the course will be severely tested and strained to the breaking point.

Pastor Mike    Like terrorists, Satan and his army of demons fight dirty.  They are sneaky, deceptive, vile creatures who hate you and want to do you harm.   They are extremely clever, and without doctrine in your soul, you will certainly succumb to their subtle attacks.  

Col. Dan     Americans will have a natural tendency to lose their stomach for the fight if they perceive no rapid progress, if the frequency and severity of attacks at home increases and if it is viewed as a "no end in sight" struggle.  We must guard against allowing anything to destroy that American spirit and thus reduce our resolve to a point wherein defeat becomes inevitable.

Pastor Mike    For the believer, defeat becomes inevitable the moment he gets distracted from his number one priority which is growing up spiritually by learning the Word of God.  Some believers give up when adversity continues in their life, even though they regularly listen to Bible teaching on cassette tapes and attend Bible class.  They become frustrated and begin thinking that doctrine doesn’t work.

Col. Dan    We must grit our teeth, steel our nerves and harden our hearts and prepare our souls for possibly more than we have ever experienced in the past on our soil. 

Pastor Mike   We are in the intensified stage of the Angelic Conflict, and we must be spiritually prepared.   We must continue to grow in the Word or else we will become losers both now and in eternity.

Col. Dan     We must be prepared for long periods with no observable progress all the while perhaps being hit where we live. That doesn't mean there is no progress being made however. Remember, it's your resolve that will make the single biggest difference in winning this war.

Pastor Mike    It is your resolve to continue to have positive volition towards Bible doctrine that makes the difference.  There will be times you won’t feel like going to Bible class, times when you go and find it hard to concentrate, and times when you think that it won’t matter if you miss.  You must recognize these are attacks upon your resolve and stay the course regardless of how you feel.   Reviewing notes, booklets, and tapes help to supplement Bible classes and  keeps your spiritual momentum moving forward.

Col. Dan    If these terrorists see fear in America's eyes and detect a crumbling of the American will to continue, they will intensify their attacks and hold on. If however they see the steely eyed, unity of resolve I know is present and that America is capable of, there is no way on God's green earth they can or ever will win. On that, I have bet the farm more than once.

Pastor Mike   We have nothing to fear because God is with us!   Nothing can succeed against a believer who is filled with the Holy Spirit, is loaded with doctrine, and is trusting in God.   God uses prepared people, and they are the ones who will share the spoils of victory with Him.  

          1 Cor. 15:57-58  
But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.  Wherefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labor is not vain in the Lord.
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Pastor Mike compares the importance of the believer’s resolve with that of America’s resolve using excerpts from an article by Col. Dan entitled:


American Resolve Is Our Key To Victory  � HYPERLINK http://www.sieratimes.com ��www.sieratimes.com�  9-21-01





Definition of “RESOLVE”  n. – something resolved, resolution, fixity of purpose, to be resolute, to be marked by firm determination, to be bold, steady
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