    THE 5TH FLOOR:     DOCTRINAL ADVANCE 

1. The fifth floor is the most important because so much depends on it. It is where Bible doctrine is perceived (gnosis), metabolized (epignosis), and applied.  Therefore we call it the floor of DOCTRINAL ADVANCE.
2. The first four floors support the function of the fifth, and the following floors result from the function of the fifth one. 
3. The reason we are left on planet earth is to . . . Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ . . . II Peter 3:18.   What must we do to obey this command? The function of the fifth floor is the only way to do this.
4. Unbelievers can understand and choose to accept the Laws of  Divine Establishment, or the moral code, under which civilized nations are founded.   But they cannot understand the spiritual truths in the Bible, I Cor. 2:14.  No unbeliever can understand the Bible, but every believer can.
6. Bible doctrine surpasses any subject taught in school or college  because it is supernatural information beyond the range of human intelligence or empirical powers.
7. Doctrinal advance is more than learning and reciting academic subjects; it learning and applying Bible doctrine as a way of life.

.   

YOUR  ATTITUDE  TOWARD  DOCTRINE

IS  YOUR  ATTITUDE  TOWARD  GOD !

8. Bible doctrine is supernatural information!  God’s revelation is beyond the range of human intellect and beyond man’s empirical powers to observe his environment. Charlie’s Chart
8.  We are commanded to consistently learn God’s Word:
Matt. 4:4  . . . It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God.’
Heb.5:13-14 . . . For everyone who partakes only of milk [Bible stories], is not accustomed to the word of righteousness, for he is a babe [spiritually]. 14)  But solid food [advanced doctrinal teaching] is for the mature [spiritually], who because of practice [consistent intake of doctrine] have had their [soul] senses trained  (part. rp GUMNAZO) to discern good from evil.
2 Tim. 2:15 . . . Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needs not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 
     Rom. 15:4 . . . For everything that was written in the past  was written to teach us, so that through endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.
   Tim. 3:16-17 . . . All scripture is God breathed, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness [instruction in living right]: That the man of God may be complete, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.
      
   Heb. 10:25 . . . Stop forsaking the assembling together of yourselves [for Bible 

   class]  as the manner of some is . . .
Without spiritual momentum, the believer’s life starts to stagnate and his soul fills up with human viewpoint.   Even when everything is going great, something isn’t right; something is lacking: 

a) LACKING Purpose   Not getting the “Big Picture” and concentrating on the details of life makes one wonder what life is all about. There is no sense of direction or purpose.
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b) LACKING COURAGE   Most people go through life being afraid of one thing or another, but that is not God’s desire for us.

Joshua 1:9 . . . Have I not commanded you?  Be strong  and courageous.  Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go.   Psa. 27:1-2, 46: 1-2, 56:2-4, Isa. 41:10, Heb. 13:6
c) LACKING CONFIDENCE   This is not a cocky assurance in self, but rather, a sureness and a confidence based on the infallible Word of God.

Heb. 10:35 . . . Cast not away therefore your confidence, which has great recompense of reward.  36) For you have need of patience, that, after you have done the will of God, you might receive the promise.

I Jn. 2:28  . . . And now, dear children, continue in him, so that when he appears we may be confident and unashamed before him at his coming.

d) LACKING PEACE / STABILITY  OF  MIND,   the thing that everyone wants but few have, even though it’s free.  

        
Isa. 33:6 . . . He will be the sure foundation for your times, a rich store of salvation and wisdom and knowledge; the fear of the LORD is the key to this treasure.

Isa. 26:3‑4 . . . You will keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on you; because he trusts in You. Trust in the Lord forever: for in the Lord Jehovah is everlasting strength.

Phil. 4:7 . . . In fact, the peace from God which surpasses all understanding shall keep guard over your hearts  [KARDIA: dominate portion of the soul] and minds [thoughts] in Christ Jesus. 

John 14:27 . . . Peace I leave with you; my peace   [ tranquility, harmony, RMA]         I give to you. I do not give to you as the  world gives  [human viewpoint, religion, legalism, works] .  Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.

IGNORANCE IS THE ENEMY !   Hosea 4:6 . . . My people are destroyed from lack of knowledge. 

We are all born ignorant, but we make decisions every day to stay that way or to learn how to live a life that is fantastic for us and pleasing to God.

Illustration:  Health and nutrition compared to our spiritual life:  

a) We grow up acquiring the diet and health habits of our parents.

We grow up acquiring the “religious routines” of our parents.

b) When we leave home, we chose to continue those habits or form new ones.

When we leave home, our worship remains the same or we change it.

c) There is a lot to learn about health and nutrition if one is to be physically fit, and the same is true if one is to be spiritually fit.  
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Theological issues: discerning between true and false doctrines

          

  (works salvation, preterism, post-modernism) 

Ecclesiastical issues:   choosing the right church 

      


  (Disneyland or doctrinal, story telling or exegetical) 

Marital issues:    understanding mandates for husbands & wives                     

  (the different roles, divorce)

Parental issues: training, encouraging, & disciplining children

      


  (enforced humility, authority orientation, respect)

Social issues:    making and maintaining healthy relationships

              

  (who to avoid, personal and unconditional love)

Economic issues:  lending, borrowing, giving, & making money

                

  (greed vs. contentment regarding money)

Moral issues:     correct sexual conduct

           

  (sex is for marriage only; sexual perversions)

Political issues:  taking the right stand on current events and issues 






  (knowing what leaders & issues to support & which to oppose)

A spiritually healthy person makes good

decisions based on the BD in his soul.

d)   If you make wrong decisions about your physical food, you suffer physically.     

(Fast food, TV dinners, pizza, ice cream, candy)

If you make wrong decisions about your spiritual food, you suffer spiritually.       

(TV evangelists, Charismatics, holy hucksters, cults)

Everyday, you decide what goes into your stomach.

Everyday, you decide what goes into your soul.

James 1:22 . . . But be doers [pres. mid. imp.] of the word, and not merely hearers who delude themselves.

James 1:23-24 . . . Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like a man who looks at his face [soul] in a mirror [the Bible] and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he’s like.

This describes believers who sporadically attend church and believers who are hearers only. They listen to doctrines being  taught but then go away and immediately forget what they heard.

James 1:25 . . . But the man who looks intently  [PARAKUPTO   to stoop down and look closely]   into the perfect law  [B.D.]  that gives  [spiritual]  freedom, and continues to do this, not forgetting what he has heard, but doing it, he will be blessed [+H] in what he does.  

Just listening to the Word of God won’t help us with the tests we face. But a commitment to doing the Word will lead to blessing in all we do.

[3 Rs]



The problem is that most believers don’t really care about their spiritual condition.  After all, what could happen?    


                    What they don’t realize is that their   


        SPIRITUAL LIFE AFFECTS EVERYTHING.











