    THE 7TH FLOOR:    Personal  Love FOR God
1. How can we, finite, beings come to know and love God?  We have a huge problem. To begin with, the eternal God who created us is infinite, eternal, and invisible whereas we are finite, temporal, and visible.  
2. God solved this problem, took the initiative, and revealed Himself to us through creation and His Word. There is no subject more exalted to which the human mind can address itself than contemplating and learning of the person and character of the almighty God of the universe.
1 John 4:19-20 . . . We love, because He first loved us.  If someone says, `I love God' and hates his brother, he is a liar; for the one who does not love his brother, whom he has seen, is not able to love God whom he has not seen.
Rom 5:8 . . . But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died as a substitute for us.

3.  We are commanded to love God: 

Deut. 6:5 . . . You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your might.   [Jesus quoted this in Matt. 22:37]

4.  No one can love God unless he knows God, and no one can know God unless he knows Bible doctrine.
a. You cannot love someone you do not know.

b. Getting emotional, sentimental, or aroused by someone is not love. How much a person is emotionally stimulated or committed is not an accurate measurement of his capacity to love. 

5.  Our love for God is inseparably linked to our intake of His Word. We guard the Word by always keeping it our number one priority
1 John 2:5 . . . But whoever guards His word, truly in him the love for God has been perfected.  By this we know that we are in Him.

Jude 21 . . . Keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting anxiously for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to eternal life.

James 1:12 . . . Blessed is the person who perseveres under testing; because when he becomes approved, he will receive the crown of life, which God has promised to those who love Him.

6.  Love is only as strong as the virtue behind it.  This is why we can always depend on God’s love for us because He has perfect virtue.  
7.  Our standard for virtue is God Himself, not some relative system of human ethics.
8.  We love God because of who He is, because of his character, and not because of our character. That is personal or conditional love.
9.  God’s love for us never increases nor decreases because His love does not depend on who and what we are but on who and what He is. This is impersonal or unconditional love.
10.  God also has personal love towards believers who have positive volition towards His Truth and who are growing to spiritual maturity. 

