LESSON #61  (5-24-12)
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CRAVING THE EXPERIENTIAL

Sola Scriptura, the Scriptures only, is no longer the basis for the Christian faith for most people these days. It’s out of fashion;  old school, has lost its prominence among professing Christians. Experience is the hot item today. 

Expository teaching and exegesis from the original language is OUT!  Conversation, dialog, and sharing is in. Ambiguity, vagueness, and the mystical is celebrated. People worship at the altar of FEELINGS. Incense and candles add to the sensory-driven worship. Anything resembling propositional doctrine is not to be found in post-modern emerging churches.
Lenard Sweet is a noted leader within the Emergent Church movement. He wrote a book entitled, The Gospel According to Starbucks and he calls it an “EPIC spiritual experience”.

 “That Sweet elevates experience over propositional truth is unmistakable in his book. ‘Right belief’ should not hold the upper hand over a believer’s experience. The Gospel According to Starbucks, Leonard Sweet, Colorado Springs: WaterBrook, Press, 2007, p. 171

“Christianity should not be viewed as a belief system with a distinct worldview, but as an experiential ‘conversation’ with God and others.” Ibid p. 172

“And the content of faith, i.e. non-negotiable truths about Christ, is a matter of polemics best reserved for ‘divinity schools’ not churches.” Ibid p. 5

“The basic question of the Christian life is this: is Christ a living force to be experienced or a historical figure to be reckoned with? Experience is the ‘engine room’ of the ‘spiritual enterprise’ and the authority of Scriptures is placed on equal footing with the authority of the Christian community.” Ibid p. 45-46

Brian McLaren, another leader in the Emergent Church, wrote a book called A Generous Orthodoxy. In it he stated, 

 “To be a Christian in the generous orthodox way is not to claim to have captured the truth.” A Generous Orthodoxy: Why I Am a Missional, Evangelical, Post/Protestant, Liberal/conservative, Mystical/poetic, Biblical, Charismatic/comtemplative, Fundamentalist/Calvinist, Anabaptist/Anglican, Methodist, Catholic, Green, Incarnational, Depressed-Yet Hopeful, Emergent, Unfinished Christian, Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2004
The following are a couple of chapter titles found in his book:
"The Seven Jesus’ I Have Known";  "Would Jesus Be a Christian?"
So McLaren is saying:

“Anyone who claims to know the absolute Truth, and criticizes others whose beliefs are in opposition to the Truth, is unorthodox. The only standard of orthodoxy, according to McLaren, is one that affirms all standards.” Getting the Gospel Wrong, J. P. Hixon, XulonPress, 2008, p. 240
“The gospel in his view, needs less propositional content and more existential mysticism.” Ibid
“Faith is not  primarily a matter of belief, but rather ‘immersion and engagement, a full-on experience of life.’ A Generous Orthodoxy: Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2004, p. 17

“After all, faith without experience is only a theory. Ibid p.50-51 

“He [Sweet] suggests that churches should spend less time focusing on what they believe and official statements of faith and more time creating an environment that will foster ‘multisensory experiences.” Ibid p.56

Considering the reprehensible bilge these Emerging Church leaders try to pass off as truth, you would think that the entire leadership of sound doctrinal churches would condemn the writings from these false teachers. Think again.
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Ben Young, Associate Pastor at the largest Southern Baptist Church in the world, Second Baptist  Church in Houston, writes:
	“Cultural barista [a person who is specially trained in the making and serving of coffee drinks, as in a coffee bar] Leonard Sweet serves up a triple venti cup of relevant insights to wake up decaffeinated Christians. Careful, the book you’re about to enjoy is extremely hot.” 
From the endorsement page inside the front cover of The Gospel According to Starbucks.
You may be thinking that all this experiential stuff is only found around the fringes of Protestant evangelical churches and is absent in major denominational churches. Think again. Those who crave “an emotional spiritual experience”, “doing something spiritual”, or “experience God through a ritual” can easily find churches on nearly every corner that will satisfy their craving.

Since most pastors are not teaching biblical spirituality, the majority of Christians go to church to get  “spiritually high” by having an emotional experience that they mistakenly identify as spirituality. You might ask what this has to do with the gospel. Well, it all starts when the gospel is presented by requiring one to do something in addition to placing their faith alone in Christ alone.

Rather than giving an accurate clear presentation of the gospel, a multitude of pastors give a fuzzy nebulous gospel that requires a person’s participation, something concrete, overt. This often occurs when altar calls are given. Phrases such as, “Invite Christ into your heart”, “Come to Jesus”, “Give your life to Christ”, “Turn from your life of sin, follow Jesus”, “Come now and make your profession of faith” or “Raise your hand if the Lord is dealing with you”.

Notice all of these phrases have something in common:  you must act, do something other than simply believe in Christ. All of this appeals to the flesh because it gives one the opportunity to participate in their salvation. It is something “real”, concrete, tangible, an experience that one can remember. 

But what does “Come to Jesus” mean? How is it done? How does one “Give his life to Christ”? What does it involve? How can one know if he or she has come to Jesus or given his life to Christ? What does inviting Christ into one’s heart mean? How is it done? What does it accomplish? 

The person who has been given a fuzzy gospel and walks an isle has a lot of unanswered questions, but he knows one thing for sure. He walked an isle and maybe had an emotional experience. So many people wind up trusting that experience for their salvation rather than their faith alone in Christ alone to have saved them simply because they were never told that. 

Guilt is a powerful force used to get people to acknowledge their faith in Christ by raising their hand or by walking an isle. 

(KJV) Rom. 10:11 . . . For the scripture saith, "Whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed."
(NAS) Rom. 10:11 . . . For the Scripture says, "whoever believes in Him will not be disappointed."
The last few words in the sentence is one word in the Greek,  KATAISCHUNO  (v. fpi; to dishonor, disgrace, disappoint, put to shame.
The KJV is used in order to manipulate people into thinking that if they don’t raise their hand or walk an isle, they should be ashamed because they really didn’t believe in Christ. This is a disgraceful ploy that undermines the grace and simplicity of the gospel so that there can be a “head count” on how many people “give their life to Christ” each week. 

What about people who accept the gospel outside of the church? Must they join a church so they can  prove their salvation is real after boldly walking an isle? I don’t know of any scriptures that instruct churches to keep a tally of how many people are saved in their services. 
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If a local church has a pastor who is studying and teaching B.D., including giving the gospel, some unbelievers will eventually turn up and some will be saved and attend regularly because they yearn for the milk of the Word. 

By the way, Berean type believers cannot be manipulated by guilt.  If they are not sure whether they are guilty of something, they look it up in the Scriptures or sift it to get to the bottom of it and find the biblical answer. If they are guilty of something, they Rebound (acknowledge their sin to God), and if they are not guilty, they continue to press on as before.

One reason water baptism is so appealing to so many people is because it is a tangible experience they use to feel sure they are really saved. Many feel truly saved once baptized because they have done their part. They may think this even though their pastor explained that baptism is not necessary for salvation. In their mind, eternal security is based on their experience and the gospel rather than the gospel alone.

Desiring emotional experiences rather than the Word of God is a huge problem and is a distraction and a deterrent to growing up spiritually. 

2 Corinthians 6:11-12 . . . Our [Paul and other Bible teachers] mouth has spoken freely to you [teaching you B.D.], O Corinthians, our heart is opened wide [they continued to grow spiritually themselves] .  12) You are not restrained [from reaching spiritual maturity] by us, but you are restrained in your own affections [Gr. SPLAGCHNON, inner parts, bowels, stomach, meaning emotions].
Some people are more emotional than others and there is certainly nothing wrong with expressing emotions. The problem is when one uses his emotions to make decisions. Decisions should be based on thought which has been developed by Bible doctrine.

Some even make a god of their emotions:

Philippians 3:17-19 . . . Brethren, join in following my example [in advancing to spiritual maturity], and observe those who walk according to the pattern you have in us [others also advancing] .  18 For many  [believers] walk, of whom I often told you, and now tell you even weeping, that they are enemies of the cross of Christ,  19 whose end is destruction  [SUD],  whose god is their appetite  [Gr. KOILIA, bowels, stomach, womb, meaning emotions]  and whose  [human] glory is in  [to]  their shame, who set their minds on earthly things [were distracted by the details of life].

Paul was so saddened that he was literally brought to tears because of the believers that he had brought to the Lord and then were lead astray by the Judaizers after he left. He warned the believers in Rome about being deceived by such people:

Romans 16:17-18 . . . Now I urge you, brethren, keep your eye on those who cause dissensions and hindrances contrary to the teaching which you learned, and turn away from them. 18) For such men are slaves, not of our Lord Christ but of their own appetites  [Gr. KOILIA, emotions];  and by their smooth and flattering speech they deceive the hearts of the unsuspecting.
	


Trying to live the spiritual life of the church age by the human energy of emotionalism always ends in frustration. Emotional stimulation doesn’t last very long. It quickly fades; then what? Believers execute the plan of God in their lives by thinking and applying what they have learned from the Bible, not through impulsive actions based on emotions. 

After awhile, normal emotional stimulation works less and less so that it takes more stimulation to get one emotionally aroused. Eventually, extreme measures are resorted to in order to stimulate the congregations' or the individual's emotions. 
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Every sort of insane, ridiculous, or absurd method is taken to get people emotionally high. The following are a few of the extremes people will go to get an “emotionally high spirituality” which they think is what worship is:

Crowing like a rooster, barking like a dog, extreme uncontrollable laughter, uncontrollable crying, being stuck to the floor, going into a trance, being unable to move or speak, shouting, screaming, chanting, speaking gibberish, handling snakes, jumping, dancing, or whirling around in circles.
LESSON #62  (5-29-12)

People don’t want to know God through study and meditation on the Scriptures. They want to experience God; they want to feel His presence. Nowhere do Scriptures tell us to seek an experience or to feel the presence of God. 

Exactly what does God’s presence feel like?  Well, no one knows because the Bible doesn’t tell us.

How could you know the feeling was from God?  Maybe it was your imagination or good digestion. Maybe it was something that a demon used to deceive you.  If God has not commanded us to seek a divine experience and has not described what one feels like, why depend on one to confirm our salvation?
Sometimes Christians are asked to give their testimony, and it often winds up being a detailed description of a draumatic experience they had. Some people will indeed have an emotional or dramatic experi-ence, especially of happiness that they are not going to hell because they accepted the gospel, but many do not experience anything at all except maybe relief. The point is, it’s not whether one has an experience that’s important. It’s believing in Christ that matters more than anything else in life.

“We are having a revival of feeling but not of knowledge of God. The church today is more guided by feelings than conviction. We value enthusiasm more than informed commitment.” Gary A. Gilley, This Little Church Went To Market, Xulan Press, 2002, p.100
Emotions do not establish proof that you are saved or that you're spiritual. Emotions can't be used to measure or determine that you are spiritual or how spiritually mature you are. They are not a factor in determining how close you are to God or who will inherit eternal rewards and decorations. Emotions do not make one spiritually stronger. They are not required in order to be saved or forgiven by God.

Believers do have power over their emotions when they are filled with the Holy Spirit. All fruit of the Spirit mentioned in Gal. 5:22-23 includes control of one’s emotions, but the last one deals with it specifically.

Galatians 5:22-23 . . . But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23) gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.

Unfortunately, most believers don’t even know how to be filled with the Holy Spirit, so they live by their emotions and seek experiences that are reaffirming, pleasurable, entertaining, or exciting.
An article in "American Demographic" magazine focused on what Americans want and desire. According to it, people of our day claim that they are:

“Into spirituality, not religion [traditional worship, singing hymns, giving, and teaching the Word] . . . Behind this shift is the search for an experiential faith, a religion of the heart, not the head. It’s a religious expression that downplays doctrine and dogma, and revels in direct experience of the divine, whether it’s called the 'Holy Spirit' or 'cosmic consciousness' or the 'true self'. It is practical and personal, more about stress reduction than salvation, more therapeutic than theological. It’s about feeling good, not being good. It’s as much about the body as the soul . . . Some marketing gurus have begun calling it 'the experience industry'.”
Richard Cimino and Don Lattin, “Choosing My Religion,”     American Demographics, April 1999, p. 62
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Churches across the nation have fallen for the trend described above and have allowed their focus to shift away from God and His Word onto giving people what they want. If people don’t want doctrine, then give them what they do want so they'll keep coming back. Most people believe the lie that the number attending Sunday morning worship determines the true effectiveness and success of a local church, and counting heads is the criteria God uses to judge by.

What Jeremiah said about religious leaders in his day applies to our day as well.

Jeremiah 6:13-14 . . . For from the least of them even to the greatest of them, everyone is greedy for gain, and from the prophet even to the priest everyone deals falsely.  14) "They have healed the brokenness of My people superficially . . .
Sermons of substance have been replaced with emotional appeals. Doctrine has been replaced with stories, and the preacher’s stage performance has become more important than what is taught. Most churches and pastors no longer trust the power of the Word of God to positively change people and make them hungry for doctrine, so they cater to peoples' demands. They have become so concerned with pleasing people that they forgot all about pleasing God.
“Growing churches are creating an atmosphere, an environment of fun. So fun has replaced holiness as the church’s goal. Having a good time has become the criterion of an excellent, growing church, since fun and entertainment is what consumers want." 

Gary A. Gilley, This Little Church Went To Market, Xulan Press, 2002, p. 23

There is a bumper sticker that reveals how far people have been “dumbed down” and fun and entertainment has become priority number one with them. It reads: 

                    “There is no right or wrong . . . only fun or boring.” 

“There is very little understanding or desire for biblical truth and theology even among Christians. The Bible is not being expounded in many pulpits today. Christian radio saturates the air waves with talk shows and psychology experts. Christian magazines aimed at the laymen are full of testimonies but devoid of solid spiritual food, and far too few believers study the Word for them- selves. As a result, we are a spiritually starved people who are no longer able to discern truth from error.”  ibid
Most Church-goers today are not interested in knowing what their church’s "Doctrinal Statement" is but rather, are more interested in what programs are offered. Are the church people really friendly, kind and sympathetic there? Does the church have a comfortable and an aesthetically appealing sanctuary? Is there ample parking? What activities and recreational facilities are offered for their children? Does the church have baseball, basketball, or bowling teams? Does it have accredited, certified psychologists on staff?

“Protestant mega-churches have become the evangelical answer to Home Depot, marketing such services as worship, childcare, a sports club, 12-step groups, and a guaranteed parking place.” Richard Cimino and Don Lattin, “Choosing My Religion,” American Demographics, April 1999, p. 63

We live in the age of entertainment and emotional appeals. Commercials no longer try to persuade customers by using factual information, but rather, they do all they can to appeal to the emotions. They are not selling the product; they are selling an image. The same holds true with politicians. They’re not interested in rational discourse or true debate; their main interest is in projecting a certain image. They know that people have become so diluted, that it’s not substance but rather an image that persuades them to buy a product or to vote a candidate into office. 

It’s the same with most pastors, evangelists, and Christians when they give the gospel. They don’t give people the substance of the gospel; they don’t tell unbelievers that they are lost if they don’t accept the free gift of salvation through Jesus Christ and therefore, they'll wind up in the lake of fire.  
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No, unbelievers are told to invite Christ into their hearts with the understanding that He will co-op with them to make their lives wonderful. 

Rather than giving unbelievers the simple facts and relying on the convicting ministry of the Holy Spirit, so many contort the gospel into emotional pleas and promises of a happier and richer life. God is perceived as a genie in a bottle who generously bestows wealth, health, companionship, or security on the unbeliever who is unable to obtain them for himself.

"Instead of exposing modern culture’s contempt for God and righteousness and its glorification of sin, the church embraces its decadence as a packaging that will make the “gospel” acceptable to those who don’t know they need it. Our needing Christ as a shelter from the storm of God’s wrath against our sins is not mentioned. The appeal is not to come to Christ to obtain forgiveness and to be rescued from eternity in the Lake of Fire—but to become happier on earth. Christianity is packaged as 'spirituality,' a popular commodity today, and sold as a good deal that anyone who wants to be 'blessed' would accept. The real issue, however, is sin, not self-esteem, self-love, self-image, etc." The Berean Call, D.Hunt, Noah Found Grace, April '05  
Unbelievers who accept a false gospel will sooner or later find out that God is not a genie who will give them their desires. They will never find the satisfaction they seek but instead will remain spiritually dead, hollow on the inside, and confused. More importantly, time will click away until it runs out for them, not only leaving them with no hope for happiness in this life, but also an endless separation from God in a place where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

LESSON #63  (5-31-12)
GETTING IT STARTED

Perhaps the hardest thing about witnessing is getting the conversation started. There is no one-size-fits-all statement that fits every circumstance. There are so many varied circumstances, plus every- one is different, coming from different backgrounds and belief systems. The Holy Spirit motivates and helps us in our witnessing efforts, but it may still be helpful to know a few ideas as to how to get a conversation started with an unbeliever 

Of course your location and the amount of time you have to witness are factors that must be considered in how you approach an unbeliever. If you have plenty of time, you can chat with a person to find out what they already think that will help you in steering the conversation towards the gospel.

Let’s say a young man comes to your house to install cable TV. You don’t want to be a nuisance or get in his way while he is doing his job, so you might ask if you can get him a snack or something to drink when he gets finished. That will usually provide a chance later to chat for a few minutes. If he declines your offer, you may have a chance as he is packin up before he leaves.  

You want to make sure you’re not pushy or too aggressive because it will make him uncomfortable  and he’ll want to escape what he perceives as pressure. You might ask him if he has been installing cable for very long, if he likes his job, and did he grow up and does he live around there, just to be friendly and establish a connection. Then you might ask a question like, “Do you go to a church around here?” That question opens a door that may lead to an opportunity to give the gospel. 
You have no idea where the conversation will go from there. It might go nowhere, but at least you tried to direct the conversation towards giving the young man a chance to hear the gospel. He may answer with one word, “No”.  Of course you don’t let the conversation die there, you ask another question. “You haven’t found any that you like?” He may answer again with the same word, “No”.  Do you let the conversation die there? Of course not, so you ask, “What kind of church are you looking for?" He might say, “I’m not looking.” Do you let the conversation die there? Of course not, so you ask, “Why not?” We don’t know what the young man might say but whatever it is, what are you going to do? Ask him another question. 
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YOUNG CABLE INSTALLER:
YOU:
I don’t believe in God.                                          
Then what do you believe in?

I don’t believe in all that stuff.
What stuff?

I’m a good person, I don’t need church.
Why does being good have to do with it?
I don’t like churches.
Why?

You don’t have to go to church to worship.
Where do you worship?

All churches want is your money.
Is that true for all churches?

I don’t have time for church.
Do you have time for God?

I don’t need a pastor, I can study for myself.
Why did God give the sp. gift of pastor-teacher?

I don’t get anything from going to church.
What are you looking for?

Churches are phony. 
Are you sure all churches are phony?

I don’t belong in church.
What makes you think that?
Churches don’t have anything I want.
What do you want?

Why would I want to go to church?
I don’t know why.  Will you tell me?

Churches are for losers. 
What gave you that idea?

I’m burned out on churches.
What do you mean?

Christians are such hypocrites. 
Are all Christians hypocrites?

It’s none of your business !
I’m sorry if I have offended you. I just wanted  
to find out if you’re saved.   Are you?

LESSON #64  (6-5-12)

This is just a sampling of what can come from a simple question that opens the door for giving some-one the gospel. Here are a few more possible door openers:

Are you afraid of death?
What will happen to you after you die?


Do you have eternal life?
Where will you spend eternity?


Have you ever wondered about heaven? 
Are you good enough to go to heaven?

Do everyone go to heaven when they die?
Do you ever worry about going to hell? 


How bad must someone be to go to hell?
Did you know noone goes to hell for sins?

Do you think a person can know he is saved?
How do you think a person is saved from hell? Are you saved?
Do you know how to be saved?


Have you heard about the good news?
Do you know what the Bible says about J.C.?

Why did Jesus Christ die on the cross? 
If I give you Bible verses, will you read them?

“Where are you in relation to God right now? Are you out on the street looking at God's house? Are you walking up the sidewalk? Are you knocking on the front door? Or, are you inside and part of the family?”           Vol. 14: Emmaus Journa,l 2005 (2) (220). Dubuque, IA: Emmaus Bible College.
What would you say to the young cable installer if he told you that he did go to a church in your area  St. Michael’s, or to the Church of Latter Day Saints, or to a Kingdom Hall?

LESSON #65  (6-7-12)

We need to be alert and look for opportunities in whatever circumstances we find ourselves and find ways to open the door to the gospel. 

Example: 

Let’s say you’re at the checkout counter of Home Depot and: 

The cashier says, “Have a nice day.” 
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And you say, “Every day is great when you know Jesus Christ and that you’re going to heaven.  How about you? Are you going to heaven?” 

She says, “I hope so.” 

So you say, “Here is a card with a website you can go to and click "THE RED BUTTON" if you want to know for sure.” 

Everyone who goes to CBC should be carrying our church business cards in his wallet or purse.

We shouldn’t start out being religious towards people. We should always start out being friendly. If you listen to what they have to say, they'll be more likely to listen to what you have to say.

“We sometimes come across like vinyl siding salesmen. I appreciate your desire to shift your thinking from evangelism as argument to evangelism as conversation. You react against the warfare image of witnessing, that the Christian must 'win' and the lost person must 'lose' in order for a conversion to take place."  Vol. 14: Emmaus Journal, '05 (2) (219). Dubuque, IA: Emmaus Bible College.
We must remember that the Holy Spirit is at work ”out there” all the time, either working from the outside to get in, or from the inside to get out.

Consider how Paul took advantage of things around him in order to open the gospel door:  See Acts 17:15-33
LESSON #66  (6-12-12)
Acts 17:2-3 . . . And according to Paul's custom, he went to them [Jews in the synogoge], and for three Sabbaths reasoned with them from the Scriptures,  3 explaining and giving evidence that the Christ had to suffer and rise again from the dead, and saying, "This Jesus whom I am proclaiming to you is the Christ."

DIALEGOMAI (v. aor. mid. ind.; "to engage in speech interchange; converse, discuss, or argue."    Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek-English lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature (3rd ed.) (232). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.
Acts 17:17 . . . So he [Paul] was reasoning in the synagogue . . .

DIALEGOMAI (v. imp. mid. ind. 
Acts 18:4 . . . And he [Paul] was reasoning in the synagogue every Sabbath and trying to persuade Jews and Greeks.

DIALEGOMAI (v. imp. mid. ind.

Acts 19:8 . . . And he [Paul] entered the synagogue and continued speaking out boldly for three months, reasoning and persuading them . . .
DIALEGOMAI (part. pres. mid. 

Witnessing or imparting biblical truth to others should never be a monolog. It should be a dialog, and you are guaranteed that it will be if you ask questions. Anytime you are witnessing to someone and you’re doing all the talking, you’re not reasoning and persuading. You are preaching !
What should we do when an unbeliever is hardened to the gospel and just wants to argue? 

Acts 18:4&6 . . . And he [Paul] was reasoning in the synagogue every Sabbath and trying to persuade Jews and Greeks. 6) But when they resisted and blasphemed, he shook out his garments and said to them, "Your blood be on your own heads! I am clean. From now on I will go to the Gentiles."    

Acts 19:8-9 . . . And he [Paul] entered the synagogue and continued speaking out boldly for three months, reasoning and persuading them about the kingdom of God.  9) But when some were becoming hardened and disobedient, speaking evil of the way before the people, he withdrew from them and took away the disciples, reasoning daily in the school of Tyrannus [Tyrannus was possibly the owner of a lecture hall or he may have been a prominent philosopher].
 

Getting It Right

                                                                                                     GTGR,  98
Not only is our responsibility as believers to give the gospel, but we must be sure to give it correctly. It is imperative that we get it right.

The apostle Paul pulled no punches when he addressed this issue. He was amazed that the believers he had personally trained began embracing a different gospel soon after he left them.

Galatians 1:6-8    I am amazed that you are so quickly deserting Him who called you by the grace of Christ, for a different gospel;  7) which is really not another; only there are some who are disturbing you, and want to distort the gospel of Christ.  8) But even though we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary to that which we have preached to you, let him be accursed.

Just in case they missed the point, he stated it again in the very next verse:

Galatians 1:9    As we have said before, so I say again now, if any man is preaching to you a gospel contrary to that which you received, let him be accursed.

To “be accursed” in the Greek is  EIMI () v. pam +  ANATHAMA () n. nsn.  It means to be divinely condemned for destruction.

The eternal destiny of people we witness to depends upon us giving them the gospel right.

SOLA FIDE, “faith alone”, is the heart of the gospel. Man is justified before God by his faith in Christ alone, NOT by faith plus works. We went over this in great detail when we covered James 2 earlier.

“The gospel framework and, therefore, the guideline for amplification we find in John 16:8–11. This framework is sin, righteousness, and judgment. These clarify and amplify the core gospel. Sin clarifies the need  [Man is guilty of sin]. 

Righteousness clarifies the standard and the source of the solution  [Perfect righteousness +R is required and only Jesus Christ has it]. 

Judgment clarifies the alternative if the righteousness of Christ through faith does not replace sin and guilt  [Rom. 3:22, 4:3-5] . Therefore, witnessing should emphasize the correct gospel content. 

We should communicate the core gospel and explain in within the gospel framework that the Holy Spirit uses. The doctrine of the convicting ministry of the Holy Spirit directly applies to evangelism:

•
The message must be biblical; it must be accurate. This may seem an unnecessary caution, yet much of so-called evangelism communicates an unclear or wrong gospel.

•
Conviction is the work of the Holy Spirit. Leave the responsibility with Him. Man can not convince the unbeliever, God must.

•
The believer is to depend on the work of the Holy Spirit. This depending is faith.

•
Do not take evangelistic victories or defeats personally. The ministry of evangelism is the grace work of God. ”  Vol. 1: Chafer Theological Seminary Journal, Tod Kennedy, '95 (3) (10). Fountain Valley, CA: Chafer Theological Seminary.

LESSON #67  (6-14-12)
The following is a verse that many have used to try to insert works into salvation. 

2 Corinthians 5:10 . . . For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad [PHAULOS, worthless].

Most people, unbelievers and professing Christians, think that a time of judgment is coming when God will judge every person. If a person’s good deeds outweigh his bad deeds (sins), then he will go to heaven. If his bad deeds outweigh his good deeds, then he will go to hell. This is Satan’s oldest lie. Sins won’t be mentioned at either the Judgment Seat of Christ for believers only, nor at the Great White Throne Judgment for all unbelievers.

The gospel has been under attack ever since the apostles began spreading the “good news” in the first century. 
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Acts 15:1 . . . Some men came down from Judea and began teaching the brethren, "Unless you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.

"With such words the gospel came under siege during the earliest day of the Christian Church. The claim made by these words created the first theological crisis in the history  of Christianity. Nothing less than the unity of the faith was at stake. That unity  was preserved only when the Jerusalem Council formally rejected this erroneous doctrine." The Gospel Under Siege, Zane Hodges, p. 3

When some believers in Antioch started to believe the lies of the Judaizers, stronger believers decided to act. They sent some of the most trusted men to go with Paul and Barnabas to address the issue. This had to be nipped in the bud.

Acts 15:24 . . . Since we have heard that some of our number to whom we gave no instruction have disturbed you with their words, unsettling your souls, 25)  it seemed good to us, having become of one mind, to select men to send to you with our beloved Barnabas and Paul,

When someone proclaims a false gospel, that is  NOT  the time to be lazy or afraid to speak up.  It's definitely not the time to be worried about embarrassing or hurting their feelings. We are commanded to “stand firm for the truth”.
The attitude that we don't need to say anything because some other believer will probably come along to correct the inaccuracy is all too pervasive these days. 
1 Corinthians 16:13-14  . . . Be on the alert, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong. 14) Let all that you do be done in love.
LESSON #68  (6-19-12)
Sometimes we wonder why so many people reject the gospel even though it is easy to understand. The Bible gives us the answer.

2 Corinthians 4:3-4 . . . And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing,     4) in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.

Notice that it is the mind that is blinded to the gospel. The number one tool Satan uses to blind people is religion. Religion is man by his own effort trying to gain acceptance by God. Most people have been told their entire life that they must do something to maintain a salvific standing before God. These are the people who get all emotional when they sing “Amazing Grace” when they know nothing about grace.

The parable of the sower and the seed.
Luke 8:11-12 . . . Now the parable is this: the seed is the word of God.  12 "Those beside the road are those who have heard;  then the devil comes and takes away the word from their heart, so that they will not believe and be saved.

The anti-Christ will carry out Satan’s strategy.
2 Thessalonians 2:9-10 . . . The one [anti-Christ] whose coming is in accord with the activity of Satan, with all power and signs and false wonders, 10) and with all the deception of wicked-ness for those who perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth so as to be saved.
We are born spiritually dead and have lived a portion of our lives walking according to the course of this world which is dominated by Satan. Once a person accepts the gospel, that worldly way of thinking and behaving should change. The problem is, most Christians continue to think the same way because they refuse to take in doctrine consistently. They may change their behavior, but their thinking continues to be dominated by their OSN or demons.
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Ephesians 2:1-2   And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, 2) in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit  [Satan’s]  that is now working in the sons of disobedience.

Here's a warning we all should heed. It is directed towards believers, but it holds true for unbelievers as well. They can be deceived by traditions of men which prevents them from accepting the gospel.
Colossians 2:8   See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deception, according to the tradition of men, according to the elementary principles of the world, rather than according to Christ.

Galatians 4:3   So also we, while we were children, were held in bondage under the elemental things of the world.
People who accept the gospel but never receive good sound doctrinal teaching fall right back into their previous mindset of legalism. They know nothing of the spiritual dynamics and mechanics of the Church Age, so they try to live the Christian way of life by adhering to a system of morality.

Galatians 4:9   But now that you have come to know God, or rather to be known by God, how is it that you turn back again to the weak and worthless elemental things, to which you desire to be enslaved all over again?
Colossians 2:20   If 1st you have died with Christ to the elementary principles of the world, why, as if you were living in the world, do you submit yourself to decrees [taboos, legalism].
The writer of Hebrews rebuked believers who fell back into their old wheel-ruts of elementary principles of the world instead of learning and applying the elementary principles of the oracles of God.
Hebrews 5:12-14   For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you have need again for someone to teach you the elementary principles of the oracles of God, and you have come to need milk and not solid food.  13) For everyone who partakes only of milk is not accustomed to the word of righteousness, for he is an infant.  14) But solid food is for the mature, who because of practice have their senses trained to discern good and evil.

LESSON #69  (6-21-12)
What God Did In Order To Save Mankind

Most people rarely, if ever, think about the many things God chose to do in order to provide eternal salvation for mankind. The first thing that comes to mind when we start to meditate on all He did in order to save us is His astounding love that He has for us.

1. God is perfect in every way and it is impossible for Him to compromise His perfect essence. This means that He cannot overlook sin, He must judge it. If God didn’t act, Adam, Eve, and all of their descendants would die and spend eternity in the Lake of Fire.

2. The only way they could be saved was for someone perfect to take their punishment. Someone had to die spiritually in their place. This substitute had to be perfect because if he was guilty of any sin, he would be disqualified to die in place of others, and his death would be a just penalty for his own sins.

3. No human being could be the substitute for fallen mankind because all mankind is condemned for Adam’s original sin, has an old sin nature, and is guilty of personal sins. Furthermore, God could not die as a substitute in man’s place because deity cannot die.

4. It would seem impossible to save mankind. No human would ever be qualified to be our substitute because of sin, and God would be unable to be the substitute because He cannot die.

5. God’s solution was one that no one expected, not Adam or Eve, no elect nor fallen angel, not even Satan suspected what God would do. Jesus Christ would become the God-man.

6. A God-man could do what man couldn’t do, be sinless, and do what God couldn’t do, die.

The theological term for God-man is “hypostatic union”.
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Definition: Undiminished deity and true humanity united in one Person forever. In the person of the incarnate Christ are two natures, divine and human, inseparably united without mixture or loss 
of separate identity, without loss or transfer of properties or attributes, the union being personal and eternal.
a. Beginning with the incarnation of Jesus Christ, a human nature was inseparably united forever with the divine nature of Jesus Christ.

b. The two natures of Christ in hypostatic union remain distinct, whole, and unchanged

without mixture or confusion in order that one unique person, our Lord Jesus Christ, remains truly God and truly man forever.
c. The Lord Jesus Christ is unique in the universe. He is God with all the attributes of God.  All the attributes of deity adhere to His deity and never cross over and become humanity.  All the attributes of humanity adhere to the humanity of Christ and never become deity. 
d. The doctrine of the hypostatic union was confirmed by the Council of Chalcedon in 451 A.D. 

John 1:14   And the Word [Jesus Christ] became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.

Philippians 2:5-8   Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus,  6) who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped,  7) but emptied [KENOO, doctrine of kenosis] Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men.  8) Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.
Hebrews 1:3   And He  [J.C.] is the radiance of His [G.T. F.] glory and the exact representation of His nature [s, HUPOSTASIS, doctrine of the hypostatic union], and upholds all things by the word of His power.
Hebrews 2:14-15   Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also partook of the same, that through death He might render powerless him who had the power of death, that is, the devil,  15) and might free those who through fear of death were subject to slavery all their lives.
7. But how could God become man? The only way was for Jesus Christ to be miraculously born of a virgin. This would take care of the OSN problem that is passed down by every father. Because Jesus had no biological father or OSN meant He would have no condemnation for Adam's and the ability not to sin. 

8. Our substitute, Jesus Christ, would have to stay alive and remain perfectly sinless until He was sacrificed on the cross. But God could not ignore the sins of all those who came before the cross and the penalty was death.

9. God instituted a system of animal sacrifice to cover pre-Calvary sins. The innocent animal sacrifices pointed to Jesus Christ who was innocent of any sin. He is the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world. 

10. After Jesus died on the cross, there was still a problem. He would have to rise from the grave and ascend into heaven. How could we expect to have eternal life and go to heaven if Jesus Christ remained dead in a tomb? We could not expect to be resurrected if Christ was not resurrected.  
11. The gospel had to be spread throughout the world. Who would do it? Us !  Believers in Jesus Christ. We are commanded to give the gospel to unbelievers.

Mark 16:15  And He said to them, "Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation.
Luke 24:47 . . . repentance for forgiveness of sins would be proclaimed in His name to all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem.
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2 Corinthians 5:18-20  Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation, 19)  namely, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and 
He has committed to us the word of reconciliation.  20) Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were making an appeal through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.
12. Then there is the problem of getting spiritually-dead mankind to understand the gospel which is spiritually discerned. That problem is taken care of by common grace.

John 16:8   And He, when He comes, will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment;
Matthew 16:16-17  Simon Peter answered, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God."  17) And Jesus said to him, "Blessed are you, Simon Barjona, because flesh and blood did not reveal this to you, but My Father who is in heaven.
1 Thessalonians 1:5 . . . for our gospel did not come to you in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction;
13. People who have believed the gospel still continue to sin. That issue had to be dealt with  since man is unable to maintain his salvation. 

1 Peter 1:3-5   Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,  4 to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you,  5 who are kept by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.  
Romans 11:29 . . . for the gifts and the calling of God [including eternal life and God’s righteousness] are irrevocable.
John 10:27-28   My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me;  28 and I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them out of My hand.
1 John 1:9   If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

LESSON #70  (6-26-12)
DISTORTIONS OF FAITH: 

We have already gone over one of the most prominent distortions of faith which are based on the misunderstanding that one can have faith in Jesus Christ as their Savior but still not be saved. The reason given for this is that there may not be enough faith or it may be the wrong kind of faith. The only way for one to know if he or she has the right kind of faith is through works. This makes personal experience and self-evaluation the basis of assurance and not the promise of God. 

Of course no one knows if they will continue in good works till the end of their lives plus there is no objective standard to tell if one has enough good works or the right kind of works to be saved. This means there is no way to have assurance of one’s salvation until the time of death.

"The faith God begets includes both the volition and the ability to comply with His will (cf.,

Philippians 2:13). In other words, faith encompasses obedience. Berkhof sees three

elements to genuine faith: an intellectual element (notitia), which is the understanding of the

truth; an emotional element (assensus), which is the conviction and affirmation of truth; and

a volitional element (fiducia), which is the determination of the will to obey truth. Modern

popular theology tends to recognize notitia and often assensus, but eliminatefi ducia. Yet

faith is not complete unless it is obedient.”   Gospel According to Jesus, John MacArthur, p. 173




                                                                                                   GTGR,  103
“And so the faithful (believing) are also faithful (obedient). “Fidelity, constancy, firmness,

confidence, reliance, trust, [and] belief” are all indivisibly wrapped up in the idea of

believing.” Ibid p. 176
Dr. Robby Dean addresses this issue in “Gospel Wars 1:
“Drawing a distinction between “intellectual faith” and other types of faith is based on a non-biblical distinction. With what do we believe if not with our minds. We must agree with Hodges and Ryrie that the Bible never recognizes this sort of distinction. MacArthur seeks support for a faith that goes beyond understanding and assent saying that the demons had that type of faith in James 2:19. But a careful reading of James 2:19 shows that the issue was not the shallowness of the demon's faith, but the wrong object of their faith. They believed God was one. This is not saving truth. A person is not saved by a belief in monotheism or the Trinity, but by faith alone in Christ's finished, substitutionary death on the cross.” 
There are many Christian leaders today who, like MacArthur, place the assurance of their salvation on their behavior rather than the promises of God.

“I am committed to the biblical truth that salvation is forever. Contemporary Christians have

come to refer to this as the doctrine of eternal security. Perhaps the Puritans' terminology is

more appropriate; they spoke of the perseverance of the saints. The point is not that God

guarantees security to everyone who will say he accepts Christ, but rather that those whose

faith is genuine will prove their salvation is secure by persevering to the end in the way of

righteousness. True believers will persevere. If a person turns against Christ, it is proof that person was never saved.”  “Gospel According to Jesus”, John MacArthur, p. 98
If a moral reformation is the basis for assurance of eternal life, how can one determine the difference between a religious moral reformation of an unbeliever and the spiritual renovation of  a believer?  If the ground of assurance is in a transformed life, then many unbelievers who have gone through a moral renovation could easily have a false sense of security.

