JOSHUA

יְהוֹשֻׁעַ

JOSHUA LESSON #1  (10-31-10)

INTRODUCTION
Why Joshua?

It is part of the Bible, 2 Tim. 3:16.


It is about the Israelite’s journey into the Promise Land. They had to cross the dangerously torrential Jordan River and deal with the ferocious and wicked pagans on the other side. They had to go where they have never gone before, facing the unknown. They had to trust in God every step of the way. Isn’t that what we must do? Don’t we have to deal with ruthless, wicked people? Don’t we have to go places and do things we’ve never done before? Don’t we have to trust God every step of the way?

Every believer embarks on a journey from the moment of salvation till the time of physical death. Where are they going? What is their goal? Unfortunately, most believers don’t have a clue. They don’t know where they’re going or what they’re doing so they make little or no progress, usually going around in circles. Their life is essentially secular because they have no Bible doctrine.

They have no idea what their life should be about once they are saved. God has a plan and purpose for their life but they don’t know what it is and don’t know that not knowing is the problem !

If they go to church, they hear Bible stories but get no sound exegetical teaching. So, they think they should try to be as nice and moral as they can be and continue to go to a friendly, Disneyland church and hope for the best. When the beautiful music, power of positive thinking message, and invigorating surroundings emotionally charge them up, they think they certainly must be spiritual then, but that emotional high can never last for long. They don’t know what their true purpose, mission, or goal is, so they have no motivation to “reach for the prize” of their high calling in Christ.

1 Corinthians 9:24 . . . Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but only one receives the prize? Run in such a way that you may win. 

Philippians 3:14 . . . I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 

Colossians 2:18 . . . Let no one keep defrauding you of your prize . . .  

It’s sad that so many people, believers included, think “the prize” or “the goal” is heaven and they must work hard and strive daily to make sure they get there. What is their problem? IGNORANCE!   

The journey for the believer in Jesus Christ is to go from spiritual babyhood to spiritual maturity. The goal is to glorify the Lord by being a good and faithful servant to Him.  That cannot be accomplished if one remains in spiritual babyhood. God uses prepared believers, not spiritually ignorant ones. 

The challenges along our journey to spiritual maturity can be compared to those faced by Joshua and the Israelites and the pioneers who crossed our great land in covered wagons. They faced similar challenges like raging rivers, pagan hostiles, wild animals, searing heat, frigid cold, lack of water, lack of food, fatigue, storms, mud, rattlesnakes, horseflies, equipment breakdown, illness, injury, treacherous gorges, and high mountains.

Every morning they woke up, they had no idea what trials they would face or what problems would develop. They had to be willing to orient and adjust to the constantly changing circumstances.
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The book of Joshua encourages us because it shows how the Lord can bless and deliver a nation that trusts Him and obeys Him. It inspires us individually to be strong and courageous as we face  personal calamities in our own lives. The Israelites and their leaders had to be strong and courageous. They were called on to recognize that their strength was in the Lord. We are called to do the same. 

The Title:

It is interesting that the title of the book is the name of the most prominent person in the book and is also what the book is about. The name Joshua means “Jehovah, the Savior” or “Jehovah saves”. It is the Hebrew form for the name “Jesus”. 

The Person:

He was born a slave in Egypt and was probably the age of Caleb with whom he is sometimes associated. He must have been about forty years old at the time of the Exodus. He was the son of Nun of the tribe of Ephraim and the successor of Moses as the leader of Israel. He is first mentioned in Ex. 17:9 where Moses instructed him to choose some men and go out and fight the Amalekites at Rephidim. 

Joshua was Moses’ right-hand man. Moses took him along when he went up Mt. Sinai and God gave him the Ten Commandments, Ex. 24:13. He was one of the twelve spies who was sent to check out the Promised Land, and he and Caleb were the only ones who trusted God and urged the people to take the land, Num. 14:6-9. 

He was originally named Hoshea [help] but Moses changed his name to Joshua, Num. 16:16. The Lord instructed Moses to commission Joshua before the entire congregation, Num. 27:18-23. Later, the Lord Himself commissioned Joshua:

Deuteronomy 31:14 . . . Then the LORD said to Moses, "Behold, the time for you to die is near; call Joshua, and present yourselves at the tent of meeting, that I may commission him." So Moses and Joshua went and presented themselves at the tent of meeting.
Deuteronomy 31:23 . . .Then He commissioned Joshua the son of Nun, and said, "Be strong and courageous, for you shall bring the sons of Israel into the land which I swore to them, and I will be with you."

Six nations and thirty-one kings were conquered by him, Josh. 11:18–23; 12:24. The people came to revere Joshua just as they had Moses, Josh. 4:14.  A gate in the wall around Jerusalem was named after him during the late monarchical period, 2 Kings 23:8.  

Joshua has been regarded as a type of Christ, Heb. 4:8, in the following particulars: 

(1) In the name common to both; 

(2) Joshua brings the people into the possession of the Promised Land, as Jesus brings his people to the heavenly Canaan; and 

(3) as Joshua succeeded Moses, so the Gospel succeeds the Law. Easton's Bible Dictionary. Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc

He died at the age of one hundred and ten after he had fulfilled his commission. He was buried in the land allotted to his tribe, Ephraim, Josh. 24:29-30. 

Authorship:

“There is every reason for concluding that the uniform tradition of the Jews is correct when they assign the authorship of the book to Joshua, all except the concluding section; the last verses, Josh. 24:29–33, were added by some other hand.” Easton's Bible Dictionary. Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc.

JOSHUA LESSON #2  (11-7-10)
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The Place:    “In the Bible, Canaan is the son of Ham and the grandson of Noah. He is first encountered in the story of Noah’s drunkenness, Gen. 9:18-27.
“Here Canaan’s father, Ham, incites the anger of Noah by ‘looking on the nakedness’ of inebriate Noah, and in retribution for this impropriety, Noah curses Ham’s son Canaan. Canaan is to be a slave, a curse that may reflect the fate of some elements of the Canaanite population in Israel, Judg. 1:28. Since ‘to look on the nakedness’ of someone suggests a sexual offense, the story may express Israel’s disdain for the sexual immorality of the Canaanite world.” 
“Canaan, Canaanites, the ancient name of a territory and its inhabitants that included parts of what is now Israel (with occupied territories) and Lebanon. The boundary of Canaan is given in  Gen. 10:19." Achtemeier, P. J., Harper & Row, P., & Society of Biblical Literature. (1985). Harper's Bible Dictionary (1st ed.) (151). San Francisco: Harper & Row.
Date:   The conquest of Canaan under Joshua took place around 1400 B.C. when the Philistines were strong in Palestine.  
The Book:  This is the sixth book of the Old Testament, the first of the historical books, which conclude with Nehemiah. This book stands first in the second of the three sections, (1) the Law, (2) the Prophets (historical), (3) the “other writings” into which the Jewish Church divided the Old Testament. It gives us the account of God’s chosen people, the Israelites, from the death of Moses, through the acquisition of the “promised land, Cannan” until the death of Joshua. 
“The Amarna tablets are among the most remarkable discoveries of the age. Dating from about B.C. 1480 down to the time of Joshua, and consisting of official communications from Amorite, Phoenician, and Philistine chiefs to the king of Egypt, they afford a glimpse into the actual condition of Palestine prior to the Hebrew invasion, and illustrate and confirm the history of the conquest. A letter, also still extant, from a military officer, “master of the captains of Egypt,” dating from near the end of the reign of Rameses II., gives a curious account of a journey, probably official, which he undertook through Palestine as far north as to Aleppo, and an insight into the social condition of the country at that time. 

“Among the things brought to light by this letter and the Amarna tablets is the state of confusion and decay that had now fallen on Egypt. The Egyptian garrisons that had held possession of Palestine from the time of Thothmes III., some two hundred years before, had now been withdrawn. The way was thus opened for the Hebrews. In the history of the conquest there is no mention of Joshua having encountered any Egyptian force. The tablets contain many appeals to the king of Egypt for help against the inroads of the Hebrews, but no help seems ever to have been sent. Is not this just such a state of things as might have been anticipated as the result of the disaster of the Exodus? In many points, as shown under various articles, the progress of the conquest is remarkably illustrated by the tablets. The value of modern discoveries in their relation to Old Testament history has been thus well described: 

 “The difficulty of establishing the charge of lack of historical credibility, as against the testimony of the Old Testament, has of late years greatly increased. The outcome of recent excavations and explorations is altogether against it. 

“Recent discoveries touch the events recorded in the Bible at very many different points in many different generations, mentioning the same persons, countries, peoples, events that are mentioned in the Bible, and showing beyond question that these were strictly historic.” Easton's Bible Dictionary. Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc.
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The Book of Joshua records the fulfillment of the patriarchal promise made centuries before by her faithful God that Israel would appropriate Land pledged to her. 

JOSHUA LESSON #3  (11-14-10)

God’s Perfect Timing:                                      

God did not promote Joshua until he was ready. God uses prepared believers and He  prepared Joshua over time. Joshua learned much from Moses and demonstrated that he was ready to take over the reins. He had been Moses’ attendant from his youth, Num. 11:28. 

· He lead a military victory over the Amalekites, Ex. 17:8-10.
· He was with Moses on mountain when Moses receive the 10 Commandments, Ex. 24:13.
· He and Caleb were the only 2 sent on the reconnaissance mission who trusted God, Num. 14:6-9.
Moses knew he would not enter the Promised Land and demonstrated his great love towards the people by asking God to appoint a man to take his place, Num. 27:15-17. Moses knew that none but the Lord had authority to choose his successor. He did not nominate anyone because none but the Lord would know who the most competent man was and only the Lord would furnish him with wisdom and valor the office required. 

When the Church finds itself in want of a man fit to be entrusted with some office of high responsibility, it is the God of the spirits of all flesh that can furnish the right man; He, and no other.  God answered Moses' request and instructed him to commission Joshua to be the next leader over Israel, Num. 27: 18-19.

“Moses laid his hands upon him. This is the earliest example in Scripture of a rite of investiture which was afterwards much in use, which was transferred by the apostles to the New Testament Church, and is the familiar custom of the Churches of Christ still.” The Pulpit Commentary: Numbers. 2004 (H. D. M. Spence-Jones, Ed.) (373). Bellingham, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc.
Moses gave Joshua a charge. The scope and substance of the charge are recorded in:

Deuteronomy 3:28 . . . Charge Joshua and encourage him and strengthen him, for he shall go across at the head of this people, and he will give them as an inheritance the land which you will see.  

Deuteronomy 31:7-8 . . . Then Moses called to Joshua and said to him in the sight of all Israel, "Be strong and courageous, for you shall go with this people into the land which the LORD has sworn to their fathers to give them, and you shall give it to them as an inheritance.  8) The LORD is the one who goes ahead of you; He will be with you. He will not fail you or forsake you. Do not fear or be dismayed."

The encouragement Moses gave Joshua was not a glib, sound-bite but was based on the long history of God’s faithfulness Moses witnessed beginning when God commissioned him from the burning bush.

God also instructed Moses to delegate some of his authority to Joshua, Num. 27:20, so the people could grow accustomed to Joshua and there would be a smooth transition when he took over. God was preparing both Joshua and the people for the challenges ahead.

God also instructed Joshua to stand before Eleazar the High Priest, Num. 27:21, in order to establish the relationship between Joshua and the priesthood. God would reveal His instructions through the priests to Joshua.

“Unlike Moses, who enjoyed direct access to Yahweh in seeking his will, Joshua’s authority was complemented by Eleazar, who would assist in decision making by inquiring of the Lord via the Urim, the sacred lots. The Urim, usually listed in conjunction with the Thummim, were among the stones placed in the high priest’s breastplate, and probably were in addition to the twelve stones representing the tribes of Israel (Exod 28:30; Lev 8:8). 
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“The Urim and Thummim were instruments of divine illumination via a priestly intermediary, though the physical shape and the methodology of utilization are not revealed in Scripture. 

Harrison notes concerning these two words, which begin with the first (ālep) and last (tāw) letters of the Hebrew alphabet, ‘If this is the merismus motif, in which opposites are paired to denote totality, it could be interpreted to mean ‘complete truth in revelation.’  Later in Israelite history the prophets, as spokesmen for the Lord, superseded the Urim and Thummim as instruments of divine revelation.”  Cole, R. D. (2001). Vol. 3B: Numbers (electronic ed.). Logos Library System; The New American Commentary (469). Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers.
There were times when God would speak directly to Joshua.

Joshua at a glance:

Joshua 1:1-2  

Now it came about after the death of Moses the servant of the LORD, that the LORD spoke to Joshua the son of Nun, Moses' servant, saying, 2) "Moses My servant is dead; now therefore arise, cross this Jordan, you and all this people, to the land which I am giving to them, to the sons of Israel.
. . . the death of Moses . . . Moses was not allowed to enter the Promised Land, Numbers 20:1-12, Deut. 32:48-52.
Moses’ death, Deut. 34:1-9:

“A mountain in the land of Moab from which Moses looked for the first and the last time on the Promised Land (Deut. 32:49; 34:1). It has been identified with Jebel Nebah, on the eastern shore of the Dead Sea, near its northern end, and about 5 miles south-west of Heshbon. It was the summit of the ridge of Pisgah (q.v.), which was a part of the range of the “mountains of Abarim.” It is about 2,643 feet in height, but from its position it commands a view of Western Palestine. Close below it are the plains of Moab, where Balaam, and afterwards Moses, saw the tents of Israel spread along.” Easton, M. (1996). Easton's Bible Dictionary. Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc.
. . . the servant of the LORD . . .

“Interestingly Moses is called “the servant of the Lord” 3 times in Josh. 1 [1, 13, 15; cf Ex. 14:31], and 13 times elsewhere in the Book of Josh. And at the end of Joshua’s life he too was called “the servant of the Lord” [Josh. 24:29].”  Walvoord, J. F., Zuck, R. B., & Dallas Theological Seminary. (1983-). The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures (Jos 1:2). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books.
The Book of Joshua carefully refrains from calling Joshua by this honorific title until the very last chapter when Joshua dies.  He is finally accorded the title of “servant of the Lord” 

Joshua the son of Nun :

This is the Old Testament way of giving the lineage of a person. They didn’t have last names like we do, so they would give the name of the father to help identify.

. . . [Joshua] Moses' servant . . .  שָׁרַת (šā∙rǎ), render assistance or help, usually as a lower status person serving a superior.  There is a big difference between being called “Moses’ servant” and being called “the servant of the Lord”.  The latter is much more important.
Verse 2

. . . Moses My servant . . .  עֶבֶד (ě∙běd), bond servant, i.e., one who is owned by another

JOSHUA LESSON #4  (11-21-10)

. . . arise . . .  קוּם (qûm) qal, imp.; to stand, to have a higher status, raise up, be in opposition to a foe or opponent, to be empowered or strengthened.
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. . . cross this Jordan . . . עָבַר (abar) qual, act. imp.;  to cross over; to travel through. This is the second command given in this verse. The word “this” in association with “Jordan” suggests that the Lord wanted them to cross at that particular spot. It was the season the Jordan was known to flood.

All the people were to cross with Joshua because the time to cross over and take the land had finally come. God promised to give the land to the descendents of Abraham.

Genesis 15:18 . . . On that day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, "To your descendants I have given this land, from the river of Egypt as far as the great river, the river Euphrates: [circa 2028]

It was around 700 years after this promise was made to Abraham, his descendents are ready to cross over the river and take the Promised Land.

Genesis 15:13 . . . God said to Abram, "Know for certain that your descendants will be strangers in a land that is not theirs  [Egypt],  where they will be enslaved and oppressed four hundred years.

The heathens who lived in the land of Canaan had all that time to respond to God’s grace but they refused and remained in horrible degeneracy. God waited until their iniquity was full, Gen. 15:16. During that time, He prepared His people to take over the land, and now, the time was right.

Joshua 1:3  

Every place on which the sole of your foot treads, I have given it to you, just as I spoke to Moses.  

See Joshua 16:6-9, Deut. 11:22-24.
God had given the Israelites the Land, but they would only possess what land the sole of their feet tread on. The problem was that the land was already occupied and those people would not give it up without a fight. So what did Joshua and the Israelites need to do? They needed to trust God and start walking.

They demonstrated their faith and acquired their inheritance by physically walking over the land. We acquire our inheritance by walking also but our walk is spiritual, not physical.

2 Corinthians 5:7 . . .  for we walk by faith, not by sight . . .
Joshua 1:4  

The details of the boundaries of the Promised Land is given here. Although God gave Israel the Land, they never possessed all of it. It is very easy for us to sit in judgment of them, but what about us?  God has given us tremendous spiritual assets so that we can possess wonderful escrow blessings awaiting us up ahead, but most believers will never possess them.

Ephesians 1:3 . . . Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ,
"God gave Israel 300,000 square miles of land and the most they ever claimed was 30,000 square miles. They did not do very well, did they? They took possession of about one-tenth of what God had given them. That is about the same amount of spiritual possessions claimed by believers today." McGee, J. V. (1997). Thru the Bible Commentary (electronic ed.) (Jos 1:4). Nashville: Thomas Nelson
Joshua 1:5 

No man will be able to stand before you all the days of your life. Just as I have been with Moses, I will be with you; I will not fail you or forsake you.
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What a great promise Joshua received from God. No man would be able to stand before him. God would be with Joshua just as He was with Moses. Joshua would remember how God never let Moses down, ever, and He knew God would always be there for him, too.

. . . I will not fail you or forsake you . . . How great is this promise?  No one but God can make this promise and keep it.  Here's a similar promise for us:

Hebrews 13:5 . . . Make sure that your character is free from the love of money, being content with what you have; for He Himself has said, "I WILL NEVER DESERT YOU, NOR WILL I EVER FORSAKE YOU."

So Joshua received four promises from the Lord in verse 5:

1) Not any man will be able to stand before you.

2) I will be with you as I was with Moses.

3) I will not fail you.

4) I will not forsake you.

Do these same promises given to Joshua and Old Testament believers apply to Church Age believers today?

Acts 18:9-10 . . . And the Lord said to Paul in the night by a vision, "Do not be afraid any longer, but go on speaking and do not be silent;  10) for I am with you, and no man will attack you in order to harm you, for I have many people in this city."
Hebrews 13:5 . . . Let your character be free from the love of money, being content with what you have; for He Himself has said  [in Joshua 1:5],  “I will never desert you, nor will I ever forsake you.” 6) So that we confidently say,  [along with David in Psalm 118:6], “The Lord is my helper, I will not be afraid.”

2 Peter 1:4 . . . He has granted to us His precious and magnificent promises in order that by them you might become partakers of the divine nature . . . 

The promises given to Joshua and the Israelites were designed to motivate them to act so that they would receive their inheritance. We Church Age believers have been given promises concerning our inheritance which happens to be an eternal inheritance.
1 Pet 1:4 . . . "We have an inheritance which is incorruptible and undefiled, and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you 5) who are guarded by the power of God through faith [doctrine] resulting in a deliverance, ready to be revealed in the last time."

The physical inheritance of the Land given to the people of Israel is an illustration of the spiritual inheritance of the believer in the Church Age.

JOSHUA LESSON #5  (11-28-10)

Joshua 1:6  

Be strong and courageous, for you shall give this people possession of the land which I swore to their fathers to give them.
. . . Be strong and courageous . . . This is the message that is so important.  We find this phrase used three times in the first chapter (v. 6,9, 18).  Fear is our great enemy but believing God’s promises to us dispels fear. Psa.a34:9-10, Lam.3:21-23, 2 Pet.1:3, 1 Pet.2:24

Joshua needed this encouragement from the Lord to carry out the orders to cross the Jordan and take the land because the people who lived there were powerful. They were big and they were bad.

Read Deut. 9:1-5.  Before they ever got to the people who were said to be unconquerable, they first had to cross a flood-swollen, raging river that seemed impossible to traverse and yet another reason to apply the Faith-Rest technique.
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. . . Be strong . . .  CHAZAQ  [qal imperative]; to bind together in order to strengthen; a mind determined to act with resolution, firmness, intrepidity, steadiness, and constancy, in opposition to being timorous, faint-hearted, careless, remiss, and indifferent.  Wilson’s Old Testament Word Studies, p. 425

. . . and courageous . . .  ’AMATS [qal imperative]; to be strong, resolute, vigorous; to act with great spirit and undaunted courage. These two words combined denote intrepidity, fearlessness, and a resolute mind. The first time these words are put together is in Deuteronomy 31:3-8
JOSHUA LESSON #6  (12-5-10)
Joshua 1:7  

Only be strong and very courageous; be careful to do according to all the law which Moses My servant commanded you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, so that you may have success wherever you go.

. . . Only be strong and very courageous . . .  We have the command once again same as before, but this time, we have the adverb “very” added. 

. . . be careful to do according to all the law which Moses My servant commanded you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left . . . What we have here are the conditions that must be met in order to carry out the mandate to be strong and very courageous. 
. . . so that you may have success wherever you go . . . Now we have blessings promised to be received when one develops courage and strength from being faithfully obedient.  

Confidence gained from believing encouraging, divine promises  [“I will never fail you or forsake you”] motivates the believer to concentrate on the conditions contained in the divine mandates  [“do not turn from it to the right or left”].  When the conditions are met, the divine mandates  [“be strong and courageous”]  are obeyed, so then, blessing  [“have success wherever you go”]  is realized.

Being strong is a motivational virtue that can be described as confidence in God. Physical strength is nice but it can hardly be compared to spiritual strength. It is part of our royal priesthood which is invisible and privately directed toward God. We can have confidence in God because His immutable promises are statements of eternal truth that cannot be altered or annulled and must be irrevocably carried out by His divine omnipotence and omniscience.
Courage is a functional virtue motivated by the spiritual strength of our priesthood. It is part of our royal ambassadorship that is visibly and publicly directed toward men and circumstances. Confidence toward God is the invisible strength behind the believer’s visible courage toward man and circumstances.

We have courage to carry out God’s mandates because we have confidence in His promises to back our efforts to serve Him. Doubting God and fearing man are vulnerabilities we all face, but the remedy is keeping our spiritual momentum moving forward by consistently learning and applying His Word.

It all starts with your decision as a believer to learn all you can about God by taking in His Word. That produces spiritual momentum and results in confidence towards God that produces courage towards man and circumstances. 

JOSHUA LESSON #7  (12-12-10)   
Success is dependent on obedience. The importance of obedience is emphasized in:

Joshua 1:8  

This book of the law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it; for then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have success.
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Critics argue that these Scriptures were not written until several centuries later, but this verse clearly references an authoritative “Book of the Law” which we must conclude is the Pentateuch.

Verse 8 gives instructions for doing three things with the Scripture:

1. THINK ABOUT IT

Psalm 1:2 . . . his delight is in the law of the LORD, And in His law he meditates day and night.

Psalm 119:97 . . . O how I love Your law! It is my meditation all the day.

2. TALK ABOUT IT

Deuteronomy 6:7 . . . You shall teach them diligently to your sons and shall talk of them when you sit in your house and when you walk by the way and when you lie down and when you rise up.
3. DO IT

Ezra 7:10 . . . For Ezra had set his heart to study the law of the LORD and to practice it, and to teach His statutes and ordinances in Israel.

James 1:22 . . . But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not merely hearers who delude themselves.

If the believer did these three things, then he was promised prosperity and success. The key to Joshua’s success was spiritual, being rooted in God’s Word and his obedience to it. In today’s world, people associate prosperity and success with money, but that is not the Scripture’s meaning of them.

Proverbs 23:4-5 . . . Do not weary yourself to gain wealth, Cease from your consideration of it.  5) When you set your eyes on it, it is gone. For wealth certainly makes itself wings Like an eagle that flies toward the heavens.

1 Timothy 6:10 . . . For the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, and some by longing for it have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.

Hebrews 13:5 . . . Make sure that your character is free from the love of money, being content with what you have; for He Himself has said, "I WILL NEVER DESERT YOU, NOR WILL I EVER FORSAKE YOU,"

How does the Bible describe wealth?

                 1 Timothy 6:6-8 . . . godliness actually is a means of great gain when accompanied by contentment.  7) For we have brought nothing into the world, so we cannot take anything out of it either.  8) If we have food and covering, with these we shall be content.


Proverbs 3:13-15 . . . How blessed is the man who finds wisdom [BD] And the man who gains understanding.  14) For her profit is better than the profit of silver And her gain better than fine gold.  15) She is more precious than jewels; And nothing you desire compares with her.

Success in life lies in being focused upon God and consistent faithfulness to Him and His revealed word.

Joshua passed on these instructions at the end of his life:

Joshua 23:6 . . . Be very firm, then, to keep and do all that is written in the book of the law of Moses, so that you may not turn aside from it to the right hand or to the left . . .
Although Joshua was the Governor of Israel and General of the Armies, the Word of God outranked him. Even those in the highest positions of authority are under the greater authority of law. Joshua did not have the prerogative to personally develop and codify new laws but rather was to be regulated solely by the Law of Moses. 

Joshua 1:9  
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Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous! Do not tremble or be dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go."

. . . Be strong and courageous! . . . This is the third time in four verses this command appears. No matter what age, sex, nationality, or religion, no one is exempt from fear. 

From Ann Landers
“It is reported that the newspaper counselor, Ann Landers, receives an avenge of 10,000 letters each month, and nearly all of them from people burdened with problems. She was asked if there was any one of them which predominates throughout the letters she receives, and her reply was the one problem above all others seems to be fear. People are afraid of losing their health, their wealth, their loved ones. People are afraid of life itself.” Encyclopedia of 7700 illustrations: A treasury of illustrations, anecdotes, facts and quotations for pastors, teachers and Christian workers. —The Bible Friend
Fear is the greatest danger to our spiritual life. It is a Mental Attitude Sin (MAS) and a lack of application of doctrine to circumstances. It breaks our concentration on the Lord so that confidence fades, thinking diminishes, and emotions take over.

. . . Do not tremble . . . ARATS;  dread, fear, terror; to be afraid to the point of trembling. This is the more severe type of fear. Sometimes we use the idiom of “the knees knocking” to describe this kind of fear. It describes someone who has hit the panic button.

. . . or be dismayed . . . CHATAT;  broken, afraid, or dismayed. The literal meaning is “to be broken” but it took on abstract meanings which describe human mental conditions related to fear and demoralization.

“dismay”: Utter loss of moral courage in prospect of danger or difficulty; faintness of heart from terror or from inability to cope with peril or calamity. To deprive of moral courage at the prospect of peril or trouble; to paralyze with fear or the feeling of being undone; to utterly discourage, daunt; or dishearten; to lose courage entirely.  

Oxford English Dictionary
Fear is characterized by several emotions:

Apprehension:  anticipation of something adverse; fearful of what may be about to happen [OED].

Dread:  extreme fear; apprehension or anxiety as to future events; adds to the idea of fear as an intense reluctance to face or meet a situation [OED].  (see Psa. 112:7)
Panic:  a sudden and excessive feeling of fear usually affecting a body of persons, originating in some real or supposed danger vaguely apprehended, and leading to extravagant or injudicious efforts to secure safety.

Emotion is designed to respond to thinking. When a person is afraid, his emotions take over and his thinking shuts down. Emotion left to its own devices cannot initiate thought or replace thought.  When it is asked to do so, it can only produce sins from the emotional complex of sons such as fear, worry, dread, anxiety, insecurity, terror, depression, self-pity, recklessness, bitterness, anger, vengeance, and violence.  

Fear is the absence of thinking under pressure while courage is the ability to think under pressure.

Fear is a voracious monster; the more you give into it, the more it eats you alive.

JOSHUA LESSON #8  (12-26-10)

The more things you run from or refuse to face, the more fear takes over your life.

Fear focuses on the danger; courage focuses on the Lord. 

Cowards are arrogant because they are pre-occupied with themselves.

Those who excuse their fear have not taken advantage of what God has made available. 
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2 Timothy 1:7 . . . For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.
A few verses where God commands us to “Fear Not!”

Isaiah 41:10 . . . Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness.

Isaiah 41:13-14 . . . For I am the LORD your God, who upholds your right hand, Who says to you, 'Do not fear, I will help you.'  14) "Do not fear, you worm Jacob, you men of Israel; I will help you," declares the LORD, "and your Redeemer is the Holy One of Israel.

Isaiah 12:2 . . . Behold, God is my salvation, I will trust and not be afraid; for the LORD God is my strength and song, and He has become my salvation."

Isaiah 43:1  . . . Do not fear, for I have redeemed you;

Isaiah 43:5 . . . "Do not fear, for I am with you;

Isaiah 51:12-13 . . . "I, even I, am He who comforts you. Who are you that you are afraid of man who dies, and of the son of man who is made like grass;  13) that you have forgotten the LORD your Maker, who stretched out the heavens, and laid the foundations of the earth;  that you fear continually all day long because of the fury of the oppressor, as he makes ready to destroy? But where is the fury of the oppressor?

Genesis 15:1 . . . the LORD came to Abram in a vision, saying, "Do not fear, Abram, I am a shield to you;

Deuteronomy 20:1 . . . When you go out to battle against your enemies and see horses and chariots and people more numerous than you, do not be afraid of them; for the LORD your God, who brought you up from the land of Egypt, is with you.
Psalm 27:1 . . . The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The LORD is the defense of my life; whom shall I dread?  (read Psalm 27)

Psalm 34:4 . . . I sought the LORD, and He answered me, and delivered me from all my fears.

Psalm 46:1-2 . . . God is our refuge and strength, A very present help in trouble.  2) Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change, And though the mountains slip into the heart of the sea;

Psalm 56:3-4 . . . When I am afraid, I will put my trust in Thee.  4) In God, whose word I praise, In God I have put my trust; I shall not be afraid. What can mere man do to me?

2 Chron. 20:17, 32:8, Psa. 46:7, Luke 1:13, 30, 2:10, 2 Tim. 1:7 

Four Impelling Motives

There are four great impelling motives that move men to action: Fear, Hope, Faith, and Love—these four, but the greatest of these is Fear. Fear is first in order, first in force, first in fruit. Indeed, fear is “the beginning of wisdom” [Psa. 111:10, Prov. 9:10] Scripture summarizes the chief cause of sin and crime: “There is no fear of God before their eyes.” Tan, P. L. (1996). Encyclopedia of 7700 illustrations: A treasury of illustrations,  anecdotes, facts and quotations for pastors, teachers and Christian workers. —Prairie Overcomer    

Psalm 111:10 . . . The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom . . . 

The most prevalent fear among people is the fear of death. So many can never enjoy life because they are so afraid of death.
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Death Manufacturer Fears Death 

“Alfred Krupp, the Prussian manufacturer of death, known as (the Cannon King) was so in dread of death himself that it is said he never forgave anyone who brought up the subject in his presence. All his employees were strictly forbidden, under fear of discharge to speak of death when he was about. A relative of his wife who was visiting with them died suddenly, and Krupp fled from the house in terror. 

Later, when his wife remonstrated with him about his act, he forsook her and never lived with her again. As he sensed age taking its toll, he offered his physician a sum amounting to one million dollars if he would prolong his life ten years. Of course no doctor can guarantee life to anyone, and Krupp died.” Encyclopedia of 7700 illustrations: A treasury of illustrations, anecdotes, facts and quotations for pastors, teachers and Christian workers—Evangelistic Illustration 
Unless fear of death is resolved by means of one’s confidence in God’s Word, the believer receives no pleasure out of living.  Read 1 Cor. 15:51-57. 

Being constantly limited by fear of losing of logistical support, prosperity, or life is certainly not the way God wants us to live.

When you realize there is nothing to fear about death, then you begin to realize that there is really nothing to fear in life.

Psalm 23:4 . . . Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me.

Being constantly limited by fear of losing logistical support, prosperity, or life is certainly not the way God wants us to live.

2 Timothy 1:7  For God has not given us a spirit of timidity, but of power and love and discipline.
Psalm 56:3-4  When I am afraid, I will put my trust in Thee.  4) In God, whose word I praise, In God I have put my trust; I shall not be afraid. What can mere man do to me?

JOSHUA  LESSON #9  (1-2-11)

Quotes:

“Fear is that little darkroom where negatives are developed.”   ~ Michael Pritchard ~
“The wise man in the storm prays to God, not for safety from danger, but for deliverance from fear.”  ~ Ralph Waldo Emerson ~  
“No passion so effectually robs the mind of all its powers of acting and reasoning as fear.” 

~ Edmund Burke ~  

“Fear knocked on the door, faith answered, no one was there. ~ Unknown ~
“There is nothing to fear but fear itself” ~ Franklin D. Roosevelt ~  

Joshua 1:10-11 

Then Joshua commanded the officers of the people, saying,  11) "Pass through the midst of the camp and command the people, saying, 'Prepare provisions for yourselves, for within three days you are to cross this Jordan, to go in to possess the land which the LORD your God is giving you, to possess it.'"
Joshua had received encouragement and instructions from the Lord and it was time to make preparations to move out. He used the proper chain of command using officers to carry out his orders to inform the people what to do and make sure that they did it.
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Joshua’s situation at the Jordan was very similar to the one of Moses at the Red Sea. Both faced what appeared to be an insurmountable problem with water. It was impossible to address by natural means so they had to have an implicit trust and absolute dependence on God. 

"The crossing of the Jordan was considered the first step of the campaign (Deut. 32:47; Josh. 3:10–13). Although normally not very wide this close to Jericho, at flood stage the river could have been a mile wide." Thomas Nelson, I. (1997). Woman's Study Bible . (Jos 1:2). Nashville: Thomas Nelson.

There was no visible way of getting over it, at least not at this place and at this time, when all the banks were over-flown, Joshua 3:15. He had no pontoons or bridge of boats by which to convey them over, and yet he must believe that God, who had ordered them over, would open a way for them. Henry, M. (1996). Matthew Henry's commentary on the whole Bible : Complete and unabridged in one volume (Jos 1:1–9). Peabody: Hendrickson.
Israel’s ownership of the land is unconditional, but Israel’s possession of it is conditional. Israel had to take the land but before they could do that, they had to cross the river. The only thing they were commanded to prepare was food.               TSEYDAH  victuals, provision, meat, venison, provisions, food.  They were not commanded to build pontoons, boats, or rafts.      

Notice that Joshua did not say, “We are going to try to cross this Jordan and possess the land”. He was absolutely dogmatic based on God’s Word.

Joshua 1:12-15  

And to the Reubenites and to the Gadites and to the half-tribe of Manasseh, Joshua said,  13) "Remember the word which Moses the servant of the LORD commanded you, saying, 'The LORD your God gives you rest, and will give you this land.'  14) "Your wives, your little ones, and your cattle shall remain in the land which Moses gave you beyond the Jordan, but you shall cross before your brothers in battle array, all your valiant warriors, and shall help them,  15) until the LORD gives your brothers rest, as He gives you, and they also possess the land which the LORD your God is giving them. Then you shall return to your own land, and possess that which Moses the servant of the LORD gave you beyond the Jordan toward the sunrise."
"The Reubenites, Gadites, and the half-tribe of Manasseh were located on the East side of the Jordan River. They wanted to settle in the land East of the Jordan because it was more suitable for the abundance of cattle they owned. Moses agreed to allow them to possess it if they would cross the Jordan to help the other tribes conquer Canaan on the West side. Then they could return to the East side and possess the land there (Numbers 32 & Deut. 3:12-20).
"According to verse 14, the warriors of these tribes would be the shock troops that crossed the Jordan first to engage the enemy. “According to Josh. 4:13, there were only about 40,000 men belonging to the two tribes and a half who crossed the Jordan to take part in the war; whereas, according to Num. 26:7, 18, 34, there were 110,000 men in these tribes who were capable of bearing arms, so that 70,000 must have remained behind for the protection of the women and children and of the flocks and herds, and to defend the land of which they had taken possession.” Keil, C. F., & Delitzsch, F. (2002). Commentary on the Old Testament. (Jos 1:12–18). Peabody, MA: Hendrickson.
“In some hymns, crossing the Jordan is likened to death and the land of Canaan pictures heaven. But there was conflict in Canaan, whereas there is no conflict in heaven. Actually the land of Canaan pictures our present spiritual inheritance. It is all ours, but we must possess it by obeying the Word, claiming the promises, and fighting the good fight of faith.”

MacDonald, W., & Farstad, A. (1997). Believer's Bible Commentary : Old and New Testaments (Jos 1:10–18). Nashville: Thomas Nelson.
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Joshua 1:16-18  

They answered Joshua, saying, "All that you have commanded us we will do, and wherever you send us we will go.  17) "Just as we obeyed Moses in all things, so we will obey you; only may the LORD your God be with you as He was with Moses.  18) "Anyone who rebels against your command and does not obey your words in all that you command him, shall be put to death; only be strong and courageous."

What a difference between the generation in verse 16 and the first generation that constantly murmured, complained, and challenged Moses’ authority, Num. 12:1-16, Ex. 17:1-7, Num. 20:1-5.
The Israelites said, “We will do everything the Lord has said; we will obey”, Exod 24:3, 7. Yet, within a very short time, Aaron was leading the people in building a golden calf, Exod 32.

It is much easier to profess obedience than to be obedient, even when one is sincere. It is not uncommon for people to challenge authority over time. Moses’ own sister and brother challenged his authority.   [read] Numbers 12:1-15.
Obedience can be difficult at times. Authority-orientation is not a problem for those who receive proper training in the home through enforced humility or through teaching of God's Word in the church. Submission becomes much easier when one recognizes that obedience to legitimate authority is based on obedience to the Lord.  
People in authority such as parents, husbands, bosses, coaches, teachers, peace officers, and pastors, must be alert to signs of insubordination or disrespect in those under their authority. Authority figures may choose to play and fool around with their subordinates, but they must be careful because some subordinates take the fun too far and have difficulty recognizing when it's over. 

There is an old saying, “Familiarity breeds contempt”. Parents must not allow their children to treat them the same way their children treat their friends or pals. Parents should have fun with their children and play with them when they can, but children need to be taught boundaries to playtime with Dad and Mom. Teaching children to always show their respect for their elders with, “Yes sir” and “Yes mam” helps to maintain proper respect. 

This second generation in Vs. 17  were much more respectful and obedient to Moses than their fathers were whose bones were scattered all over the wilderness because of their rebellion to God and Moses. They had good intentions, but over time, they became lax in fulfilling the promise they made to obey. They were commanded to annihilate the Canaanites from the land but failed to do so, Joshua 11:22, 13:1, 15:63, 16:10, 17:12-13.
. . . only may the LORD your God be with you as He was with Moses . . .  

The people’s obedience was not unqualified. They would obey Joshua as long as he was faithful to the Lord and acted as a minister of God for good.

Verse 18 seems to contain an exceedingly harsh penalty for disobedience. God is very serious about disobedience, especially under combat conditions. This was not an idle warning but was actually carried out in Joshua 7:19-26. 

. . . only be strong and courageous . . .  This is the fourth time this imperative is found in the first chapter. The first three times came from God in verses 6,7, & 9, but this time, it comes from the people to Joshua to especially be strong and courageous. How can people be expected to be strong and courageous if their leader isn’t?  Courage and confidence is contagious. 

This is a command for a leader to be strong and courageous. 

צֵיצֵידָה








