JOSHUA

CHAPTER 11
LESSON #49  (10-30-11) 
The northern campaign begins. All that has happened thus far in the book of Joshua up to Joshua 10:43 probably took place in less than a year.  But the events that took place in Joshua 11:1-23 lasted as long as five to six years. 

So why is everything so condensed in this chapter? We have already seen Joshua and the Israelites' pattern of victory over the Canaanites, so the only thing that’s left to do in chapter 11 is to describe the closing phase of the conquest.  

In chapter 11, we see a change taking place. For the first time, the Canaanites took the initiative and attacked the Israelites. The Canaanites fled behind the city walls at Jericho. The same thing was true at Ai. Even in chapter 10, they amassed to attack the Gibeonites instead of Israel. But now in chapter 11, we have a tremendous Satanic counterattack on Joshua.

There was a trend here we don’t want to miss. As Joshua got closer to defeating the Canaanites and taking over the Land, the violence intensified because Satanic resistance reinforced itself. This is what is happening today. The closer we get to the Rapture, the more evident it will become. In the Tribulation, Satan will make a desperate last ditch effort to take over the world to prove God can't keep His promises and is, therefore, unfit to rule. Even now, you would have to be blind not to see how things are heating up and intensifying worldwide.

1. Israel is presently in the Land, and the Arab world is growing more confident to strike

2. Anti-Semitism is growing worldwide

3. We seem to be on the brink of a worldwide economic collapse 

4. Worldwide famine is being predicted

5. Most believers seem to be ignorant, apathetic, and embracing false doctrine

6. Immorality is rampant, even among those professing to be Christians

7. 2 Tim 3:1-5 . . . But realize this, that in the last days, difficult times will come. 2) For men will be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, revilers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy,  3) unloving, irreconcilable, malicious gossips, without self-control, brutal, haters of good,  4) treacherous, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God;  5) holding to a form of godliness, although they have denied its power; and avoid such men as these.

Joshua and the Israelites used violence to take over the Land that Satanic forces had controlled for eons. Jesus Christ will use violence when He returns to take the earth back from the evil one who has been ruling over it. We engage in spiritual battle every day, but our struggle doesn’t involve physical violence. One could say that it does involve mental violence.

We have head-on collisions with secular humanistic ideas and thinking every day. Essentially, it has taken over. If you are not having any head-on collisions, it's quite possible that the enemy has already taken you captive.

Verse 1    So Jabin, King of Hazor, hit the panic button and sent out word in every direction to amass together in order to go and obliterate the Israelites. [See Map] This is similar to what Saul did later on in 1 Sam 11:7. He received word that King Nahash was about to destroy his brethren in Jabash-Giiead, so he got the word out to all Israel to assemble together to help them.

Verse 2    "Kinnereth (Josh. 11:2; confer 13:27) is an early name for the Sea of Galilee and also the name of a town on the coast of the lake. 'Kinnereth,' meaning harp, may refer to the lake’s harp-like shape. The New Testament sometimes refers to the Sea of Galilee as the Lake of Gennesaret, a Greek spelling for the Hebrew Kinnereth (for example: Luke 5:1)."  The Bible Knowledge Commentary : An Exposition of the Scriptures
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Verse 4    So the enemy troops assembled. Josephus gives us the following figures for this army: infantry totaled 300,000 which would be equivalent to 25-30 infantry divisions today, more than what we could muster right now to go to Vietnam thanks to all the disarmament people;  20,000 horses; 10,000 chariots. So that is a tremendous, tremendous army. Think of that . . . over a quarter of a million men amassed in this valley.  And they'd come from all kinds of sundry places listed in verse 2-3.

Israel had very few if any horses, and they had no chariots. Chariots to the ancient world were as important in battle as tanks are in modern-day warfare. Israel had none. Remember Ben Hur?

It’s been estimated that Joshua was outnumbered about two to one.  That’s nothing new for believers. 

We might as well face it, as Christian soldiers, we will always be outnumbered when we are engaged in spiritual warfare.
Verse 5   “waters of Merom” was a lake about 4 ½ miles long x 3 ½ miles wide through which the Jordan River flowed. It is only about seven feet higher than the Mediterranean Sea.
Verse 6  . . . Then the LORD said to Joshua, "Do not be afraid. . ."  

The Lord is always sensitive to our needs. He knew at this point that Joshua needed reassurance, so He made Joshua a promise. Did Joshua believe Him?

Verse 7    You betcha !  How do we know? Joshua acted. He and the people immediately moved out, Joshua 10:7-8. They had a long way to go, 60-70 miles. If they could cover 20 miles per day, it would take 3 to 3 ½ days to get there. That was plenty of time to change their minds and go back to camp. It was definitely a time for them to use Faith-Rest.

Joshua had to develop strategy and use tactics. He was mobile and couldn’t wait around, so he hit them fast and hit them hard. We have been studying spiritual strategy and tactics on Tuesday and Thursday nights about how to engage unbelievers. Those who are smart are obedient and therefore, are learning what tactics they need to be victorious in spiritual battle.

We already know what the unbeliever is going to say, so we are learning what we need in order to be ready for him. What will you do when you tell a believer that salvation is faith alone in Christ alone and he says, “Yea, but faith without works is dead.”

Verse 8    God kept His promise. Joshua was obedient and killed all the people and he mutilated the horses on God’s orders.  

“Hamstrung” ʿâqar, AW-KAR´; a primary root; to pluck up (by the roots); specifically to ham-string; figuratively; to exterminate:  dig down, hew, pluck up, root up."  A Concise Dictionary of the Words in the Greek Testament and The Hebrew Bible (91).  
He also burned all the chariots. Why would God have Joshua maim the horses and burn the chariots? 

1. God wanted His people to trust in Him and not trust in weapons of warfare. 

Psalm 20:7 . . . Some boast in chariots, and some in horses; but we will boast in the name of the LORD, our God.

2. The Canaanites used horses and chariots to destroy God’s people, but God prevented them from ever being able to do that again.

3. The same thing would be done later in 

2 Kings 23:11 . . . And he did away with the horses which the kings of Judah had given to the sun, at the entrance of the house of the LORD, by the chamber of Nathan-melech the official, which was in the precincts; and he burned the chariots of the sun with fire.

Verse 9-12    Joshua continues to bash the Canaanites just as he was commanded to do. City after city;  we are spared the details because the same thing happened over and over again.

We’ve already gone over the details in verse 11 and God’s justification concerning His command-ments to Joshua. If you have a problem with verse 11, the problem is with your thinking, not God’s character.
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Verse 13    Why did Joshua single out Hazor for special destruction? 
a. Hazor was by far the largest of the city states, about 200 acres, and it was the head of the 

    federation of city states.

b. The king of Hazor was the one who formed the coalition against Israel.

c. This city occupied a position of immense strategic importance. It dominated several branches of an ancient highway which led from Egypt to Syria then on to Assyria and Babylon.

LESSON #50  (11-6-11) 
Verse 14-19   Read then go to Power Point 
Verse 20   This reminds us of when God hardened Pharaoh’s heart. The hardening of pharaoh’s heart must be seen in the context of the pharaoh’s stubbornness and resistance to the Lord, and the same is true for the Canaanites. Pharaoh hardened his own heart several times before God “hardened” it. 

"Pharaoh responded to Moses and Aaron’s request to be allowed to leave Egypt with a defiant statement: “Who is the Lord, that I should obey him and let Israel go? I do not know the Lord and I will not let Israel go” (Ex. 5:2). He repeatedly hardened his own heart (Ex. 7:13–14, 22; 8:15) Howard, D. M., Jr. (2001). Vol. 5: Joshua (electronic ed.). Logos Library System; The New American Commentary (274). Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers 
There is no way of knowing how many Egyptians were saved by God’s mighty omnipotence being displayed through the 10 plagues they witnessed. We know that a host of Egyptians left with the Israelites when they departed from Egypt.

The Canaanites heard of the great victories and about the omnipotent God of Israel, Joshua 2:9-11; 5:1; 9:1, 3; 10:1; 11:1. They all had a chance to submit to Him, but by this time they were so hardened, nothing would make them yield. If they had submitted to God, they could have been spared like Rahab and the Gibionites were who did not defy Him, but since they persisted in their defiance, they were utterly destroyed. 

This principle is not only true for nations, it’s true for individuals as well. And this is true for both believers and unbelievers. God may send a catastrophe to an area that has a high concentration of fiendish unbelievers, such as the earthquake that hit Haiti. 

LESSON #51  (11-20-11) 
2 Cor. 10:3-5;  Like Joshua, we either move forward to be victorious or are defeated. There's no middle ground; we need to use our divinely powerful weapons to bring down Satanic fortresses
LESSON #52  (11-27-11) 
2 Cor. 10:5 . . . Bring into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ . . . faithfully, obediently, agressively using divinely powerful spiritual weapons to bring down Satanic false doctrines.

LESSON #53  (12-4-11) 
Believers who defy God by ignoring His mandates with an ongoing indifference are not immune from His wrath. 

Hebrews 10:26-27 . . . For if we go on sinning willfully after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins,  27) but a terrifying expectation of judgment and the fury of a fire which will consume the adversaries. Power Point
James 2:14 . . . What use is it, my brethren, if someone says he has faith [doctrine] but he has no works [application]? Can that faith save him [from a premature death]? PP
James was speaking to believers who were in danger of coming under severe divine discipline because they were hearers and not doers of the Word. They had believed the gospel, they had eternal security, and they thought that nothing else was required of them. 
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Ephesians 2:10 . . . For we [believers] are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them. Power Point
Romans 12:1-2 . . . I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.  2) And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind . . . 
It was important that all of the Canaanite people were annihilated, like cancer. Any portion that remained could be deadly. The time for the punishment of these demonic pagans had come, Gen. 15:16. That is why the Israelites were not allowed to make a treaty with them, Deut. 7:2, and they were commanded to kill everything that drew breath. 

Verse 21-22     Zamzummim (Deut. 2:20), Anakim (Deut. 2:10), Raphaim, Og (Joshua 13:12)
"The Anakim, men of a Canaanite nation, famous on account of their height, who inhabited Hebron previous to the Hebrews taking possession of the land (Josh. 11:21); they were almost utterly extirpated by them, but a few remained in the cities of the Philistines." Gesenius' Hebrew and Chaldee lexicon to the Old Testament Scriptures (644). Bellingham, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc.

"Their formidable warlike appearance, as described by the spies sent to search the land, filled the Israelites with terror. They seem to have identified them with the Nephilim, the “giants” (Gen. 6:4; Num. 13:33) of the antediluvian age. Joshua finally expelled them from the land, except a remnant that found a refuge in the cities of Gaza, Gath, and Ashdod (Josh. 11:22). The Philistine giants whom David encountered (2 Sam. 21:15–22) were descendants of the Anakim."  Easton's Bible dictionary. Oak Harbor, WA
LESSON #54  (12-11-11) 
Now most people read about David and Goliath [400 yrs. later], 1 Sam. 17:40, the 5 stones, and the sling shot incident, but fail to remember that Goliath had four brothers. We have three of their names in the Bible:  one was Ishbi-benob, the second one was Saph, sometimes known as Sippaii, the  third was Lahmi, and the fourth was unknown, but he’s described as a having had six fingers on each hand and six toes on each foot. Abishi killed him in 1 Chron. 20:4-7 and 2 Sam. 21:16-22.  Power Point
We have evidence of skeletons ranging from 9-10' tall found in Palestine, 1 Sam. 17:4-7.  So we have clear archeological evidence that the Bible knows what it’s talking about when it’s reporting the existence of this lost race of giants. 

Let's study David’s test from his brother Eliab, from Saul regarding wearing his amour, and from Goliath, 1 Sam. 45-50, Psa. 33:18-22, Psa. 34:7.
Are any of you facing a giant problem much bigger than you are capable of handling? You can face it alone, or you can turn it over to the Lord, claim His promises, and say with David, “The battle is the Lord's!”
LESSON #55  (12-18-11) 
Verse 23  functions as a “hinge” or pivotal verse looking back to summarize conquests and looking forward to anticipate the Land inheritance. 

Joshua 11:23 . . . So Joshua took the whole land, according to all that the LORD had spoken to Moses, and Joshua gave it for an inheritance to Israel according to their divisions by their tribes. Thus the land had rest from war.  
Everything stated in verse 23 is true, but it does not mean the Israelites took possession of all the land they had conquered or that there were no more enemies left in the land.

Joshua 13:1  . . . the LORD said to him, "You are old and advanced in years, and very much of the land remains to be possessed.
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"Joshua had broken down all resistance; but before he completed his conquests to their full extent, he had to provide for the peaceable settlement of the tribes in the territory he had seized.    If all of the Canaanites were annihilated, it would throw the land out of cultivation, and expose its possessors to the usual inconveniences of depopulated districts." The Pulpit Commentary: Joshua '04 (H.D.M. Spence-Jones, Ed.) (193). 
Deuteronomy 7:22 . . . The LORD your God will clear away these nations before you little by little; you will not be able to put an end to them quickly, for the wild beasts would grow too numerous for you.

Exodus 23:29-30 . . . I will not drive them out before you in a single year, that the land may not become desolate and the beasts of the field become too numerous for you.  30) "I will drive them out before you little by little, until you become fruitful and take possession of the land.

Sometimes God fulfills His promises gradually.  

Verse 23  . . . “the land had REST from war.”   

This does not say the people entered God’s rest.

This is the "rest" promised back in these verses:

Deuteronomy 12:10 . . . When you cross the Jordan and live in the land which the LORD your God is giving you to inherit, and He gives you REST from all your enemies around you so that you live in security . . .

Joshua 1:13-15 . . . "Remember the word which Moses the servant of the LORD commanded you, saying, 'The LORD your God gives you REST and will give you this land.'  14) "Your wives, your little ones, and your cattle shall remain in the land which Moses gave you beyond the Jordan, but you shall cross before your brothers in battle array, all your valiant warriors, and shall help them,  15) until the LORD gives your brothers REST, as He gives you, and they also possess the land which the LORD your God is giving them. Then you shall return to your own land, and possess that which Moses the servant of the LORD gave you beyond the Jordan toward the sunrise."
"Not only did Moses fail to lead the people into rest (Heb.3:16–19); Joshua also did not (4:8). Whereas Moses and Joshua did not lead the people into rest, those who believe in the Lord do enter into the rest. there is an emphasis on the inability of the old ordinances to pro-duce internal change.  The writer stresses the necessity of continuing with Christ lest the believers become like unbelieving Israel." Vol. 39: Westminster Theological Journal. 1976 (1) (74). Philadelphia: Westminster Theological Seminary.
There is a comparison between the first generation of Israelites who disobeyed God and failed to enter  the "rest" they could have had, and believers today who fail to secure rest in their souls because they disobey God.

LESSON #56  (1-8-12) 

2 Corinthians 10:3 . . . For though we walk in the flesh  [human bodies], we do not war [engage in spiritual conflict] according to the flesh  [human ability or the OSN]. 
2 Corinthians 10:4 . . . for the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh  [physical or mental abilities], but divinely powerful  [divine dynamite] for the destruction of fortresses  [Satanic systems of thought].
2 Corinthians 10:5 . . . We are destroying [pres. tense]  speculations and every lofty thing raised up [pres. tense] against the knowledge of God [B.D.] , and we are taking every thought captive to the obedience of Christ. 
This is so important to understand. The spiritual battleground for believers is located in soul, both the “nous”, the mind, and the KARDIA, the heart. Every day we are assaulted from within and from without by every kind of poison imaginable. 
     SATANIFC FORTRESSES
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Ecumenism


Theory of Evolution 
Internationalism 

Political correctness 
Multi-culturalism 

Acceptance of  homosexuality
Communism 

Movies & TV gross immorality 
Anti-Semitism

Same sex marriage
Atheism 


Co-habitation 
Agnosticism 

50/50 marriages
Works based salvation 
No fault divorce
Catholicism 


Universalism 
Systems of penance 
Materialism 
Armenianism 

Feminism 
Pluralism 

 
Post modernism
Covenant theology 
Mormonism 
Reformed theology 
Hinduism
Replacement theology 
Buddhism
Mental Attitude Sins (MAS) lusts, doubts, fears, anger, ect. come from our OSN, and lies, deception, and temptations come from a Satanic world system. 

LESSON #57  (1-15-12)
HOW CAN WE OVERCOME ALL THIS? 
  
How do we take every thought captive to the obedience of Christ? 
How do we destroy Satanic fortresses with the weapons that are like divine dynamite? 
How can we replace human viewpoint in our souls with divine viewpoint? 
Answer: By learning and applying Bible doctrine. 
By studying to show ourselves approved, 2 Tim. 2:15. 
The enemy’s assault is ongoing, moment to moment, day to day, it never lets up. Our only hope of not succumbing to it is to be as vigilant in filling our souls with truth as Satan is in trying to  fill it with lies. 
We can control what we think. We can destroy evil thinking [human viewpoint] and we can recognize what is true and identify what is false. But we can’t do this if we are indifferent towards the Word of God. If we want victory, we must stay the course. 
We can be victorious through God’s grace: 
Common Grace
        Super Grace
Efficacious Grace          Dying Grace
Logistical Grace            Surpassing Grace
Hebrews 3:5-6 . . . Now Moses was faithful in all His house as a servant, for a testimony of those things which were to be spoken later;  6) but Christ was faithful as a Son over His house whose house we are [who’s example we follow], if we hold fast our confidence and the boast of our hope firm until the end [like Christ and Moses did]. 
The Greek word for “servant” is not the usual word expected, DOULOS. Here it's but THERAPON, a word used for one who willingly and voluntarily serves. It is used for someone who has a higher status than an ordinary slave.
The term “house” means a household, family,  or group and is used in verse 6 for those who are faithful. We are in that group if we "if we hold fast our confidence and the boast of our hope firm until the end".
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Hebrews 3:7-11 . . . Therefore, just as the Holy Spirit says [Psa 95:7-11] , "today if 3rd you hear his voice, 8) do not harden your hearts as when they provoked me, as in the day of trial in the wilderness,  9) where your fathers tried me by testing me, and saw my works for forty years.  10) therefore I was angry with this generation, and said, 'they always go astray in their heart, and they did not know My ways';  11) as I swore in My wrath, 'they shall not enter MY REST.  
What is GOD’S REST?

1. It is an RMA (Relaxed Mental Attitude)

2. It’s being free of Mental Attitude Sins (MAS), worry, fear, anger . . .
3. It’s an attitude of contentment regardless of circumstances

4.  It’s a sense of security based on the faithfulness of God 

5.  It’s confidence based on God’s promises

6.  It’s letting go and letting God
LESSON #58  (1-22-12)
. . . 12) Take care, brethren, that there not be in any one of you an evil, unbelieving heart  [no F/R]  that falls away from the living God.
Notice that believers (3:1) can have an evil, unbelieving heart and can fall away from the living God. This does not suggest that they can lose their salvation but that they can come under God’s divine discipline.
. . . 13) But encourage one another day after day, as long as it is still called "Today," lest any one of you be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.
How do believers encourage one another?

1. By reminding them of God’s promises

2. By faithfully attending Bible class

3. 
By your application of doctrine

Hebrews 3:14-18 . . .For we have become [v. rai] partakers of Christ, if 3rd we hold fast the beginning of our assurance firm until the end;  15) while it is said, "Today if 3rd you hear His voice, Do not harden your hearts, as when they provoked [MERIBAH] Me." 16) For who provoked Him when they had heard? Indeed, did not all those who came out of Egypt led by Moses?  17) And with whom was He angry for forty years? Was it not with those who sinned, whose bodies fell in the wilderness?  18) And to whom did He swear that they should not enter His rest, but to those who were disobedient ?   [APEITHEO (), an obstinate refusal to believe].  19) And so we see that they were not able to enter because of unbelief  [belief determines behavior]. 
Hebrews 4:1-12 . . . Therefore, let us fear lest, while a promise remains of entering His rest, any one of you should seem to have come short of it.  2) For indeed we have had good news preached to us, just as they also; but the word they heard did not profit them, because it was not united by faith   [this is the key]   in those who heard.  3) For we who have believed enter that rest, just as He has said, "As I swore in My wrath, They shall not enter My rest," although His works were finished from the foundation of the world.  4) For He has thus said somewhere somewhere  [Gen. 2:2]  concerning the seventh day, "And God rested on the seventh day from all His works";  5) and again in this passage, "They shall not enter My rest."  6) Since therefore it remains for some to enter it, and those who formerly had good news preached to them failed to enter because of disobedience, [APEITHEO]  7) He again fixes a certain day, "Today," saying through David after so long a time just as has been said before  [3rd time], "Today if you hear His voice, Do not harden your hearts."  8) For if Joshua had given them rest  [but he didn’t], He would not have spoken of another day after that.  
One can have neg. vol. two ways: 
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  1)  Not hearing His voice, hearing B.D.
  2)  Hardening your heart, being negative to B.D. 

. . . 9) There remains therefore a Sabbath rest for the people of God.  10) For the one who has entered His rest has himself also rested from his works, as God did from His.  11) Let us therefore be diligent  [SPOUDAZO, v. aas]   to enter that rest, lest anyone fall through following the same example of disobedience.  12) For the word of God is living and active [alive & powerful]  and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.  [God’s Word goes where nothing else can. It penetrates our soul and spirit, it discerns our thoughts and detects our intentions.]
Hebrews 3:5-6 . . . Now Moses was faithful in all His house as a servant, for a testimony of those things which were to be spoken later;  6) but Christ was faithful as a Son over His house, whose house we are, if 3rd we hold fast our confidence and the boast of our hope firm until the end.  [We are Christ’s house, He abides in us experientially if . . . ]

confidence . . . PARRESIA (n.asf; compound word: PAS = all, RHESIS = to speak, a use of speech that conceals nothing and passes over nothing; outspokenness, frankness, plainness; freedom or frankness in one's speech.  N.T. meanings: freedom in speaking all one thinks or pleases.

This is not encouraging us to be a blabber mouth, but to not hold back from telling others about our mighty God and His Word.
boast . . . KAUCHEMA n. asn; act of taking pride in something; that which constitutes a source of pride. This kind of boast is not arrogant because it is not boasting in self, but in the greatness and faithfulness of our mighty God.

hope . . . ELPIS s) n. gsf; the looking forward to something with reason and confidence, expecting fulfillment; hope, expectation.

Hebrews 3:7-12 . . . Therefore, just as the Holy Spirit says, "today if you hear his voice,  8) do not harden your hearts as when they provoked me, as in the day of trial in the wilderness,  9) where your fathers tried me by testing me, and saw my works for forty years.  10) "therefore I was angry with this generation, and said, 'they always go astray in their heart, and they did not know My ways';  11) as I swore in My wrath, 'they shall not enter my REST.' "  12) Take care, brethren, that there not be in any one of you an evil, unbelieving heart that falls away from the living God.

REST . . . KATAPAUSIS  s) n. asf; state of cessation of work or activity, rest, or the place of rest, from KATAPAÚŌ  (v) to make to cease.

This is a quote from Psalm 95:7-11. The first generation Israelites did not experience the rest in the land because they didn’t trust God, so they didn’t have Faith-Rest in their souls. READ verses 13-19.  
Heb. 3:14 . . .“ we have become partakers”  

METOCHOI adj. nmp. sharing/participating in something; partner or companion. Reference to a mature believer.
“if we hold fast the beginning of our assurance firm until the end,”  HUPOSTASIS s)  n. gsf; that which underlies the apparent, that which is the basis of something, hence, assurance guarantee, confidence; The ground of confidence, assurance, guarantee, or proof; that quality which leads one to stand under, endure, or undertake something, firmness, boldness, confidence.

Hebrews 4:1 . . . Therefore, let us fear  [v. aps.]  if, while a promise remains of entering His rest, any one of you may seem to have come short of it  [God's Rest].
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The good news here is that the promise of entering His rest remains. The bad news is that we can “come short of ” it . . . HUSTEREO  inf. ra; to miss out on something through one’s own fault, to lack, fail, or come short of something.

 We can come short of the REST God has provided for us in the same way the first generation of Israelites did, through lack of faith. If we don’t unite our faith with the promises of God, we are just like them. Notice verse 2.

LESSON #59  (1-29-12)
Hebrews 4:2 . . . For indeed we have had good news preached to us, just as they also; but the word they heard did not profit them, because it was not united by  [with]   faith  [this is the whole key]  in those who heard.

We call uniting our faith with God’s promises = Faith Rest.   This rest is in our soul or heart.

Hebrews 4:3 . . . For we who have believed enter that rest, just as He has said, [Psa. 95:11] "as I swore in my wrath, they shall not enter My rest," although His works were finished from the foundation of the world.

His works . . . refers to the personal, specific escrow blessings God created for us in eternity past. We call these Super Grace blessings. These far exceed the logistical grace God gives to every believer. These potential blessings are so great that they are beyond our comprehension. We can experience them both now and in eternity. 

In eternity past, God designed the Promise Land, Canaan, for His people, the Jews. They realized that it was everything they hoped it would be, “a land flowing with milk and honey”,  Num. 13:27, but they missed out on it all. Just think of what they missed out on. Think about what happened to them. Instead of blessing, they got cursing. There is no middle ground.

Hebrews 4:4-5 . . . For He has said somewhere  [Gen. 2:2]  concerning the seventh day: "and God rested on the seventh day from all his works";  5) and again in this passage, "they shall not enter my rest."

God did not rest on the 7th day because He was tired, but because He had completed His work. Everything was done. It was perfect. Jews were not commanded to rest on the 7th day to rest their bodies only, but also so they would remember to trust in God’s promises and grace provisions.
Hebrews 4:6 . . . Therefore, since it  [REST]  remains for some [us] to enter it, and those who formerly had good news preached to them   [1st Exodus generation]  failed to enter because of disobedience [APEITHEIA, obstinate unwillingness to be persuaded; willful unbelief]
Hebrews 4:7 . . .  He  [God]  again fixes a certain day, "Today," saying through David  [Psa.95:7]  after so long a time  [from Exodus generation to David’s generation 400 yrs. +/-]   just as has been said before  [2 times], "today if  [3rd]  you (1) hear  [subjunctive]  his voice  [by taking in doctrine], (2) do not harden [subjunctive]  your hearts  [neg. toward doctrine]." 

 This is the 3rd time this is said besides Heb. 3:8, 15 and 4:7, so it should get our attention.
Remember, you can be negative in 2 ways:  

1) Negative volition to the hearing of doctrine 

2) Negative volition to the doctrine being taught.

Heb 4:8 . . .  For if  [2nd]  Joshua had given them rest  [but he didn't],  He would not have spoken [the H.S. speaking through David, Psalm 95:7]  of another day  [today]  after that  [after Joshua’s time].

The Exodus Generation failed so they could not enter into the "rest" / Canaan / SuperGrace. The next generation, called the Joshua Generation, entered the land but did not conquer it completely as they 
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were supposed to. They also failed.  And, for 400 years until David's Generation, not all of Canaan was gained by the Jews even though God had promised it to them.

Conclusion:   We can obtain the Rest, Super Grace Blessings, that they missed out on. God is waiting to pour out Super Grace blessings.  Do you have a cup of capacity ready?

LESSON #60-62  (2-5 to 2-19-12) 
Hebrews 4:9 . . . So there remains a Sabbath rest for the people of God.

The usual Greek word for "rest" being used in this chapter was KATAPAUSIS.  But when referring to "rest"  here, the word SABBATISMOS is used. So it is translated "sabbatical rest" this time. This is the potential for Rest/Super Grace blessings that God provided for us before time. 

We can only earn them through FAITH . . . first in Christ, and thereafter through FAITHFULNESS to study His Word and grow to spiritual maturity by grace.

Hebrews 4:10 . . . For the one who has entered His rest has himself also rested from his works, as God did from His.

When a believer Faith-Rests, he no longer trusts in himself to solve his problems because he trusts God to intercede on his behalf. He knows when he trusts in God, the battle is the Lord’s. He stops  worrying, fretting, conniving and scheming. He has peace of mind and gratitude for the Lord.

Before you Faith-Rest, you reap what you sow. After you Faith-Rest, you reap what God sows and you’ve done everything that is needed to be done just as God did on the 7th day of creation. Your work is done. It's in His hands now. That's how you complete your mission spiritually.

CLAIM YOUR PROMISES:  Heb.13:5, Deut.31:6, 8, Psa.37:25, Isa.41:10, Psa.50:15, Psa. 102:17, 2 Cor.12:8-9, 1 Cor.10:13, Heb.4:1-12
Hebrews 4:11 . . . Therefore let us be diligent  [to take in the Word, SPOUDAZO]  to enter that rest  [S.G.],  so that no one will fall  [into reversionism],  through following the same example of disobedience [the Exodus generation were guilty of].  

The thought of this fourth chapter of Hebrews can be traced with: 
4 Hortatory Subjunctives.  Hortatory [to exhort] Subjunctives [a verb form, possibility stated with emotion!] 
1) Verse 1:   Let us begin to fear 

2) Verse 11: Let us be diligent 

3) Verse 14: Let us hold fast 

4) Verse 16: Let us come boldly to the throne of grace

Heb. 4:14 . . . Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has gone through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess.
Hebrews 4:16 . . . Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 

In Time         REWARDS !        In Eternity


R.M.A.
  CONFIDENCE
   Faith-Rest



Suffering      ENDURANCE       Adversity


          PERSISTENT INTAKE OF B.D.

Fear of Discipline  MOTIVATION   Desiring Rewards
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Hebrews 4:12 . . . For the word of God is living  [alive]  and active  [powerful] and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.

Hebrews 3:6 . . . but Christ was faithful as a Son over His house, whose house we are, if we hold fast our confidence and the boast of our hope firm until the end.

Hebrews 10:36-39 . . . For you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God, you may receive what was promised  [rewards].  37) for yet in a very little while, He who is coming will come, and will not delay.  38) but my righteous one  [bel.w/exp.+R]  shall live by faith [Faith-Rest]; and if he shrinks back  [- volition, no BD, no F-R], my soul has no pleasure in him  [Divine discipline].  39) But we are not of those who shrink back to destruction  [Sin Unto Death], but of those who have faith  [Faith-Rest] to the preserving of the soul  [deliverence from SUD].

Who you will be, what you will do, and what you will have for all eternity depends on whether you keep enduring or not !  Will you keep learning doctrine? Will you keep trusting the Lord, Faith-resting?
LESSON #63  (2-26-12) 

THE ESSENCE BOX

GOD'S JUSTICE

DEFINITION:  
The quality of being just; righteousness, equitableness, or moral rightness. 

The moral principle determining just conduct; to act or treat justly or fairly.

The administering of deserved punishment or reward. 

Everyone can be saved and everyone is saved the same way. 

EXAMPLE OF OUR LORD’S JUSTICE:

Deuteronomy 32:41-42 . . . If I sharpen My flashing sword, And My hand takes hold on justice, I will render vengeance on My adversaries, And I will repay those who hate Me.  42 'I will make My arrows drunk with blood, And My sword shall devour flesh, With the blood of the slain and the captives, From the long-haired leaders of the enemy.' 
God is always perfectly fair; it is impossible for Him to be unfair.
Psalm 19:9 . . . The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever; The judgments of the LORD are true; they are righteous altogether. 

Psalm 36:6 . . . Thy righteousness is like the mountains of God; Thy judgments are like a great deep.

Psalm 89:14 . . . Righteousness and justice are the foundation of Thy throne; Loving-kindness and truth go before Thee.
Deuteronomy 32:4 . . . The Rock!  His work is perfect, for all His ways are just; a God of faithfulness and without injustice, Righteous and upright is He.  

Revelation 16:7 . . . And I heard the altar saying, "Yes, O Lord God, the Almighty, true and righteous are Thy judgments."
WHAT ABOUT THE HEATHEN?

Romans 1:18-19 . . . For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, 19) because that which is known about God is evident within them; for God made it evident to them.
It’s not that they don’t know the truth about God but that they suppress the truth about God. 
Romans 1:20 . . . For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through what has been made, so that they are without excuse.  
LESSON #64  (3-4-12) 
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ARE THE HEATHEN WHO HAVE NEVER HEARD THE GOSPEL LOST? 
Paul shows that they are lost, not because of knowledge they don’t have, but because of the light

they do have yet they refuse to accept it !  The things that may be known of God in creation have been revealed to them. God has not left them without a revelation of Himself. 
Romans 1:21 . . . For even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God or give thanks, but they became futile in their speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened.  
The argument here is clear: 

Creation demands a Creator.                
Design demands a Designer.     
By looking up to behold the sun, moon, and stars, anyone can know there is a God. 

The answer to the question “What about the heathen?” is this: they are without excuse.  
God has revealed Himself to them in creation, but they have not responded to this revelation nor desired to have a relationship with Him. If they did, He would bring them the gospel. 

So, people are not condemned for rejecting a Savior they have never heard of, but for being willfully ignorant of the things of God and for having no desire to know Him.
God desires that none “should perish but that all should come to repentance”. 2 Peter 3:9. 
This indicates that God also cares for those who have not heard the gospel. He has demonstrated this by sending His Son to die in their place. 
“While we were yet sinners, Christ died for us”, Romans 5:8.

If God can save someone like Rahab out of such a thoroughly pagan society, He can save anyone anywhere who seeks Him.
God demonstrated how much justice means to Him when He imputed all the sins of mankind onto His perfect beloved Son. How could such a God be unjust to anyone? Especially consi-dering that His Son died for their sins.
People who ask, “What about the heathen who never heard the gospel?” should be very careful not to impugn the character of God. To suggest that God is unfair to condemn those who haven’t heard the gospel in order to dodge accountability for themselves is a very dangerous place to be.

RIGHTEOUSNESS 
DEFINITION:  
The quality or state of being just or rightful.  

+ Righteousness is characterized by proceeding from or in accordance with accepted standards of morality, justice, or uprightness; virtuous/ 

“God’s Righteousness is that perfection of his nature whereby he is infinitely righteous in himself and in all he does, the righteousness of the divine nature exercised in his moral government.”  Easton, M. (1996). Easton's Bible Dictionary. 

What the righteousness of God demands, the justice of God carries out.

Gods Righteousness is not relative; He is absolutely + Righteous in all things at all times; totally perfect. 
Psalm 119:142 . . . Thy righteousness is an everlasting righteousness, and Thy law is truth. 

Psalm 71:19 . . . For Thy righteousness, O God, reaches to the heavens, Thou who hast done great things; O God, who is like Thee? 

 Psalm 145:17-18 . . . The LORD is righteous in all His ways, and kind in all His deeds.  18) The LORD is near to all who call upon Him, 

1 Samuel 2:2 . . . There is no one holy like the LORD, Indeed, there is no one besides Thee, nor is there any rock like our God. 
LOVE    
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DEFINITION:  

Warm personal attachment or deep affection, 

“All renderings in English only approximate the richness of God’s love. It contains the idea of devotion, loyalty, and covenant faithfulness.” Harper's Bible dictionary (1st ed.)

Nothing can separates us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus. Rom. 8:35-39
Paul gives a good description of love in 1 Corinthians 13: 1-7
God’s love exists in two forms: Personal and Impersonal.  
His Personal Love is directed to only that which is perfect. 
His Impersonal Love is directed towards that which is imperfect. 
Romans 5:8 . . . But God demonstrates His own [Impersonal] love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 

Romans 8:38-39 . . . For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers,  39) nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the  [Personal]  love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Why is the Rom. 8:39 Personal Love?
What does one have in Romans 8 that was missing in Romans 5?   GOD’S RIGHTEOUSNESS
VERACITY
DEFINITION:  
Habitual observance of truth in speech or statement; truthfulness.

Conformity to truth, honesty.

It is impossible for God to lie. Titus 1:2, Heb. 6:18
God is absolute truth. It is impossible for God to lie.
2 Samuel 7:28 . . . And now, O Lord God, Thou art God, and Thy words are truth,

John 17:17 . . . Sanctify them in the truth; Thy word is truth.

Numbers 23:19 . . . God is not a man, that He should lie, nor a son of man, that He should repent; has He said, and will He not do it? Or has He spoken, and will He not make it good? 

Titus 1:1-2 . . . the knowledge of the truth which is according to godliness,  2) in the hope of eternal life, which God, who cannot lie, . . .

Hebrews 6:18 . . .  in order that by two unchangeable things, in which it is impossible for God to lie, we may have strong encouragement.

LESSON #65  (3-11-12) 

OMNISCIENCE
DEFINITION:  
Having infinite knowledge or understanding. 

OMNI, unlimited  +  SCIENCE, knowledge

There is nothing God does not know even to the numbers of hairs on your head. Mt.10:30, Lk 12:7 

God’s knowledge is unlimited. He knows not only everything that ever happens, but  also all the possibilities that could ever happen, and hold all of this is in His mind at all times.
Isaiah 46:9-10 . . . Remember the former things long past, For I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is no one like Me,  10) Declaring the end from the beginning And from ancient times things which have not been done, Saying, 'My purpose will be established,  [Sovereignty]  and I will accomplish all My good pleasure'. 

Isaiah 41:26 . . . Who has declared this from the beginning, that we might know? Or from former times, that we may say, "He is right!"?
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Romans 11:33 . . . Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments and unfathomable His ways! 

OMNIPOTENCE

DEFINITION:

Supreme, infinite, unlimited power. A word applicable only to God. God’s power is unlimited
!
Genesis 18:14 . . . Is anything too difficult for the LORD? At the appointed time I will return to you, at this time next year, and Sarah will have a son.“

Jeremiah 32:27 . . . Behold, I am the LORD, the God of all flesh; is anything too difficult for Me?" 

Psalm 147:4-5 . . . He counts the number of the stars;  He gives names to all of them.  5) Great is our Lord and abundant in strength;  His understanding is infinite. 
Col 1:16-17 . . . all things have been created through Him and for Him. 17) He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together
Isaiah 40:26 . . . Because of the greatness of His might and the strength of His power, Not one of them  [stars]  is missing. 
Hebrews 1:3  . . .  upholds all things by the word of His power . .
Jeremiah 27:5 . . . I have made  [ASAH]  the earth, the men and the beasts which are on the face of the earth by My great power and by My outstretched arm, and I will give it to the one who is pleasing in My sight. 
OMNIPRESENCE

DEFINITION:

Presence everywhere at the same time, unbounded universal presence. This word is also only applicable only to God.  God is ever present because He is not limited to time and space. No one can escape from His presence. 

Jeremiah 23:24 . . . Can a man hide himself in hiding places, So I do not see him?" declares the LORD. "Do I not fill the heavens and the earth?" declares the LORD. 
Isaiah 66:1-2 . . . Thus says the LORD, "Heaven is My throne, and the earth is My footstool. Where then is a house you could build for Me? And where is a place that I may rest?  2 "For My hand made all these things, Thus all these things came into being," declares the LORD. "But to this one I will look, To him who is humble and contrite of spirit, and who trembles at My word. 
LESSON #66  (3-18-12) 

SOVEREIGNTY
DEFINITION:
The status, dominion, power, or authority of a sovereign; royalty. Supreme and independent power or authority.  God is the ultimate authority of the universe and can do whatever He wants, but He will never do anything that is contrary to any of   His  attributes. They are in perfect harmony at all times.
Job 9:12 . . . Were He to snatch away, who could restrain Him?  Who could say to Him, 'What art Thou doing?' 
Psalm 47:2 . . . For the LORD Most High is to be feared, a great King over all the earth.
Isaiah 45:6 . . . That men may know from the rising to the setting of the sun that there is no one besides Me. I am the LORD, and there is no other, 
1 Timothy 6:15 . . . He who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords. 
Psalm 115:3 . . . But our God is in the heavens; He does whatever He pleases. 
ETERNAL LIFE
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DEFINITION:   

God is eternal, He has no beginning or end. There has never been a time when He did not exist.
Job 36:26 . . . Behold, God is exalted, and we do not know Him; The number of His years is un-searchable. 
Psalm 90:2 . . . Before the mountains were born, Or Thou didst give birth to the earth and the world, Even from everlasting to everlasting, Thou art God. 
Psalm 135:13 . . . Thy name, O LORD, is everlasting, Thy remembrance, O LORD, throughout all generations. 
Revelation 1:8 . . . I am the Alpha and the Omega," says the Lord God, "who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty." 
IMMUTABILITY

DEFINITION:

Unchanging, unalterable, unvacilating.

Everything changes except God and His Word. Aren’t you Glad that He never changes!
Malachi 3:6 . . . For I, the LORD, do not change; therefore you, O sons of Jacob, are not consumed. 
Luke 21:33 . . . Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will not pass away. 
Hebrews 1:12 . . . As a garment they [the earth and heaven] will also be changed. But Thou art the same, and Thy years will not come to an end.
Hebrews 13:8 . . . Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today, yes and forever. 
James 1:17 . . . Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning. 
LESSON #67  (3-25-12)   DOCTRINE OF LOGISTICAL GRACE

Definition of logistics: The science of the movement, supply, and maintenance of military forces in the field. World English Dictionary
Spiritual Definition of LOGISTICAL GRACE:  Divine planning, divine support, divine provision, and divine blessing for the execution of God’s plan for every member of the Royal Family of God.

1.   Logistical Grace is provided for every Church Age believer, both winners and losers.  

a. Is this fair and just? Absolutely, the target of L.G. is the +Righteousness of God which is found in both winner and loser believers. Personal merit has nothing to do with it, that’s why we call it Logistical Grace.

b. Winners take advantage of logistical grace, losers have it, but never utilize it.

2.   Logistical support depends on who and what God is, not on who and what we are.
The integrity of God is perfect because it is based on His perfect +Righteousness and Justice.

(1)  What the +Righteousness of God demands, the Justice of God executes.

(2)  What the +Righteousness of God rejects, the Justice of God judges.

(3) What the +Righteousness of God accepts, the Justice of God blesses. 

(4) At the moment of salvation, the +Righteousness of God is imputed to the believer by the Justice of God. That +Righteousness demands blessing from the Justice of God whether we fail or succeed as Christians. 

 LESSON #68  (4-1-12) 

Matthew 6:33 . . . But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness; and all these things  [logistical grace]  shall be added unto you.
Romans 3:21-22 . . . But now apart from the Law the righteousness of God has been manifested . . .  22) even the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all those who believe; for there is no distinction . . .
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Philippians 3:9 . . . and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith.

Because He imputed to Christ something He didn’t deserve, our sins, so that He could impute something to us that we don’t deserve, His +Righteousness. These are called "Judicial Imputations".  

Romans 4:5 . . . But to the one who does not work, but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is credited as righteousness,

Romans 5:1 . . . Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.


           We have His +Righteousness !

3.   There are three results from the imputation of Divine +Righteousness to the believer.

1) Justification: God looks at His own +Righteousness imputed to us & declares us "justified".

2) God’s impersonal love is changed to personal love because we possess His +Rghteousness.

3) We receive Logistical Grace.

4.  God's perfect +Righteousness is the principle of divine integrity, while God's perfect Justice is the function of divine integrity. 
1)  God cannot accept or bless anything less than perfect +Righteousness as the object of divine blessing. Man’s righteousness is totally unacceptable.

Isaiah 64:6 . . . For all of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy garment; and all of us wither like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.
Titus 3:5 . . . He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteous-ness, but according to His mercy . . .
2)  The imputed +Righteousness of God in every believer is the recipient of all life support and all blessing from God.
3)  Between His perfect +ighteousness and Justice, God has found a way to administer logistical grace blessing to every Church Age believer. 
4)  Therefore, a GRACE PIPELINE is established between the two attributes of divine holiness or integrity that excludes all human works and abilities.

5.  Since every believer receives the imputation of God’s +Righteousness when he or she believes in Christ, and since that is the target for blessings and logistical grace support, every believer has equal privilege and equal opportunity to execute God's plan and glorify God.

6.  God can provide equal opportunity for every believer to reach spiritual maturity and receive super grace blessings in time and eternity because of the Grace Pipeline Principle.
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7.  The only limitation in the spiritual realm is the believer’s own negative volition. No believer can legitimately blame God for failing to supply all that was necessary to take him all the way to spiritual maturity and Super Grace. 

8.  Total provision for both temporal and spiritual needs are provided through Logistical Grace.

a.   Temporal Needs:   food, water, air, clothing, housing, transportation, time, health, money, parents or guardians, education 

b.   Spiritual Needs:   a human spirit, the indwelling, filling, sealing, teaching, and guiding ministries of the Holy Spirit, the Bible, a local church, spiritual gifts including male believers with the gift of Pastor-Teacher.

DOCUMENTATION:

Deuteronomy 33:26-27 . . . There is none like unto the God of Jeshurun [mature believers], who rideth upon the heaven to thy help, and in his excellency on the sky.  27) The eternal God is thy refuge, and underneath are the everlasting arms:

2 Corinthians 9:8 . . . And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that always having all sufficiency in everything  [Logistical Grace], you may have an abundance for every good deed . . .
Note that this sufficiency is not qualified by occurring during prosperous times. We have sufficiency in all circumstances, including maximum historical disaster.  
Philippians 4:19  . . . And my God will supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus.
God will never run out of riches to support you.  
Psalm 37:25 . . . I have been young and now I am old, yet I have not seen the righteous forsaken or his descendants begging bread.
Logistical Grace blessing to you can extend as far as the third generation.

Ephesians 1:3 . . . Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ.
2 Peter 1:2-4 . . . Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord;  3) seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence.  
LESSON #69  (4-15-12)
WHY WAS IT IMPERATIVE THAT CHRIST RISE FROM THE DEAD?
1.  Because He said he would, John 2:19-22
2.  To prove that God the Father accepted His sacrifice for sin, Heb. 10:12-13
3.  To conquer death and share His victory with us, 1 Cor.15:57 
4.  To prove that He is the Son of God and has power over death, 2 Tim. 1:10, Rom. 6:9
5.  So that we don’t have to fear death, Heb. 2:14-15
6.  To be our advocate to the Father, 1 John 2:1, Heb. 7:25
7.  To be head of the Church, Eph. 5:23
8.  To go and prepare a place for us, John 14:3 

9.  To come back to earth to resurrect us, 1 Thess. 4:16
10.   To return to set up His millennial kingdom. 
11.   To fulfill the four unconditional covenants to Israel. 
12.   To break the seals on the scroll in heaven and take back planet earth from Satan, Rev. 5:5.

13.   To be our great high priest. Heb. 4:14.

14.   To take OT saints in Paradise to heaven with Him when He ascended:

Ephesians 1:3 . . .Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ.
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Matthew 6:24-34 . . . No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.  
25) "For this reason I say to you, do not be worried about your life, as to what you will eat or what you will drink; nor for your body, as to what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing?  
26) "Look at the birds of the air, that they do not sow, nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not worth much more than they?  
27) "And who of you by being worried can add a single hour to his life?  
28) "And why are you worried about clothing? Observe how the lilies of the field grow; they do not toil nor do they spin,  
29) yet I say to you that not even Solomon in all his glory clothed himself like one of these.  
30) "But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the furnace, will He not much more clothe you? You of little faith!  
31) "Do not worry then, saying, 'What will we eat?' or 'What will we drink?' or 'What will we wear for clothing?'  
32) "For the Gentiles eagerly seek all these things; for your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. 
 33) "But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.  
34) "So do not worry about tomorrow; for tomorrow will care for itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own. 
FAITH-REST
1.  Faith Rest is available to every dispensation believer, to O.T. believers, to David, and now to us.

2.  Happiness does not depend on circumstances;  +H depends on what you think. You are not chained to circumstances. They really matter not as much as what you are thinking. 
3.  Can you face any problem in life and handle it by using the doctrine circulating in your stream of consciousness?   Are you capable of making the right choices that help resolve the problems in your life?   Resolving problems depends on what you have in your soul.

4.  You make decisions as to whether you will have stress or tranquility in your soul.

5.  Stress in the soul knocks out the filling of the Spirit, RMA, and doctrinal orientation.

6.  Adversity is an outside pressure; stress is an inside pressure of life.  Adversity is what circum-stances do to you and you usually have no control over them. Stress is what you do to yourself and that, you can control and keep it from overrunning your soul.

7.  Adversity is inevitable; stress is optional.

8.  God did not design us to be the slaves of our circumstances.
9. A believer who consistently uses the Faith Rest drill fulfills 

2 Cor 5:7 . . . We walk by faith  [F-R]  and not by sight  [human viewpoint].  

WAYS TO FAITH-REST
1.  Claim a promise like, 2 Cor. 9:8,  Deut.33:26-27   
2.  Essence Box, [See Visual or notes above] 
3.  Grace Pipeline / Logistical Grace,  Phil.4:19, 2 Pet 1:2-4,  Eph.1:3, Mt.6:24-35  [See Visual]
4. God’s Plan of Seven Imputations   (See Visual:  7 Imputations / Plan of God)
5. A Fortiori Logic 
LESSON #70-71  (4-22 thru 4-29-12)    (See Visual:  7 Imputations / Plan of God)

SIX CATAGORIES OF SUPER GRACE BLESSINGS 

1.  SPIRITUAL BLESSINGS 











  

 JOSH 11,  page 19    
a.  The ability to correctly interpret contemporary history, to evaluate current events in the light of the Word of God. 

b.  Freedom from slavery to circumstances in life and adaptability to changing circumstances. 
c.  Grace orientation, freedom orientation, authority orientation, common sense. 

d.  A total sense of security, whether in prosperity or disaster. 

2.  TEMPORAL BLESSINGS 

 a. Wealth, either received or acquired. 

 b. Professional prosperity: promotion, recognition in one's sphere of life. The ability to assume responsibility and authority. 
 c. Social prosperity, great friends. 

 d. Sexual prosperity with one's spouse. 

 e. Technical prosperity or mental prosperity: the ability to think, and concentrate increase. 

 f.  Cultural prosperity: maximum enjoyment of drama, art, literature, music, history. 

 g. Establishment prosperity:  enjoyment of freedom, privacy, protection of life and property from criminals and reprisal. 

 h. Health.
3.  BLESSINGS BY ASSOCIATION 

a. Those around a mature believer are blessed by their association or relationship with that person.  The supergrace believer shares his blessings with others. 

b.  There are peripheral areas of blessing by association such as loved ones, in business life, in social life, and to those in a local church. 

c.   There are also geographical blessings to the supergrace believer's city, state and nation. 

4.  HISTORICAL BLESSINGS  
The mature believer carries his generation He stabilizes his generation and becomes a stabilizer for future generations. The supergrace believer remains calm and fearless even during times of historical disaster. 

5.  UNDESERVED SUFFERING 

a.  Only in time does God have the opportunity to give us pressure, disaster, and undeserved suffering to prove His total sufficiency.
b.  God gives us the ability to handle suffering and turn suffering into blessing Rom 8:28. 
c.  Undeserved suffering is also used by God to help you keep your eyes on God and your focus an eternity.  Rev 2:10; 2 Cor 12:9-10. 

e.  Undeserved suffering teaches us the value of Bible doctrine, Ps 119:67-71. 

f.   Undeserved suffering is designed to manifest the ministry of God the Holy Spirit, 2 Cor 4:8-11. 

g.  Undeserved suffering is designed occupy the believer with eternal values, Rom 8:36, 5:3-5. 

6.  DYING BLESSINGS OR DYING GRACE   
a.  Every believer has a choice in time between being positive to Bible doctrine and receiving dying grace, or being negative to doctrine and dying the sin unto death. 
b.  It is the antithesis of the sin unto death.  The perfect happiness of the supergrace believer in time is exceeded by his +H in dying grace. Therefore, the mature believer has the best of life, better in dying, and better than the best for all eternity.  
Ps 116:15 . . . Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His godly ones. 
AFORTIORI  LOGIC

1.  Afortiori =  a Latin prepositional phrase meaning “with greater reason” and many times in the Bible is prefaced by the words "much more then".
2.  A system of logic that deals with inference and comparison; (inference) to arrive at a conclusion by reasoning from facts or evidence. 
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3.   It is a comparison of a greater with a lesser difficulty. It is used as a system of debate which takes an accepted fact and by comparison produces an inescapable fact.

4.  The Latin is the exact equivalent of the Greek expression found here. This is known in grammar as an idiom of greater degree. 
5.  It is composed of the dative singular adjective  

     POLUS meaning "much" + the comparative adverb MALLON meaning "more"

6.  Afortiori logic has two parts:  “the greater” and the “less”  The greater is found in the prodosis        and the lesser is found in the apodosis. 
Rom 5:8-9 . . . But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 9) Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him. 
Rom 5:10 . . . For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. 

Prov 19:7 . . . All the brothers of a poor man hate him; How much more do his friends abandon him!

Prov 21:27 . . .The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination, How much more when he brings it with evil intent!  

1 Cor 6:3 . . . Do you not know that we will judge angels? How much more matters of this life? 

Matthew 6:30 . . .  But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the furnace, will He not much more clothe you? You of little faith! 
Luke 12:24 . . .  Consider the ravens, for they neither sow nor reap; they have no storeroom nor barn, and yet God feeds them;  how much more valuable you are than the birds! 

   

 How can God impute His +Righteousness to us when we believe in Christ without compromising His perfect essence?








           Now we have something else to consider:      JUSTIFICATION





How can God justify us when we believe in Christ without compromising His perfect essence?











