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The Lord’s Supper




Joshua 23:1  Now it came about after many days, when the LORD had given rest to Israel from all their enemies on every side, and Joshua was old, advanced in years… 
1. The time reference was about 15 yrs after the land of Canaan was distributed to all tribes of Israel. 
2. The Israelites had conquered most of the land but there were still pockets of resistance still located in certain parts of Canaan.
3. (KJV)  Josh. 23:1 And it came to pass a long time after that the Lord had given rest unto Israel from all their enemies round about, that Joshua waxed old and stricken in age. 

The pressure of leadership in ministry has a tendency to prematurely age the body.  

Now we know from certain hints in the text that Caleb was actually older than Joshua because when the spy mission was sent out, Caleb was put in command, not Joshua. This means that Caleb had seniority over Joshua.  And it means that Joshua is not as old as Caleb, and yet this passage suggests that Joshua is exhausted; physically he’s a wreck. Caleb was older and yet in much better condition. 

Joshua 14:10-11   Now behold, the LORD has let me live, just as He spoke, these forty-five years, from the time that the LORD spoke this word to Moses, when Israel walked in the wilderness; and now behold, I am eighty-five years old today.  11) "I am still as strong today as I was in the day Moses sent me; as my strength was then, so my strength is now, for war and for going out and coming in.

Joshua’s body had deteriorated due to the pressures related to the responsibilities of leadership.

In Acts 7:58, Paul is called “an aged” man when he was just a little over 55. All of the missionary trips and the weight of leadership took their toll on him. This same premature aging is seen on the faces of our own presidents as well. PP
LESSON  #114  (7-21-13)






Joshua 23:2  … that Joshua called for all Israel, for their elders and their heads and their judges and their officers, and said to them, "I am old, advanced in years.”
1. Joshua first addressed the leadership in Israel; later he would address everyone in the nation.
2. They had come without hesitation in response to Joshua’s call to hear the last words of their great chief. 
Joshua 23:3   And you have seen all that the LORD your God has done to all these nations because of you, for the LORD your God is He who has been fighting for you.

· He stopped the Jordan River so they could cross. 

· He felled the walls of Jericho so they could defeat their enemy 

· He delivered Rahab and her family to safety
· He sent the hail and stopped the sun in Joshua 10; Joshua  gets the all-time miracle for answered prayer
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Joshua 23:4   See, I have apportioned to you these nations which remain as an inheritance for your tribes, with all the nations which I have cut off, from the Jordan even to the Great Sea toward the setting of the sun.
1. It was the Lord who cut off these God-rejecting people. But some “nations” of Canaanite pagans still remained in the land. 
2. Joshua was very careful not to take any credit to himself. He knew that all credit goes to the Lord. who gives us the victory when we depend on Him. 
Psalm 44:3  For by their own sword they did not possess the land, and their own arm did not save them, but Your right hand and Your arm and the light of Your presence, for You favored them.

Now the Israelites receive another promise from the Lord that he will drive out the pagans that remain..

Joshua 23:5   The LORD your God, He will thrust them out from before you and drive them from before you; and you will possess their land, just as the LORD your God promised you.

But Joshua knew human nature, so he warned them what would happen if they were not strong in obedience. He knew there was the temptation for them to be weak, to be influenced by the pagans, to succumb to intermarrying with pagan women and then, to join them in their idol worship. 
Joshua 23:6   Be very firm, then, to keep and do all that is written in the book of the law of Moses, so that you may not turn aside from it to the right hand or to the left,
Joshua knew that the people would stay strong when they were encountering the unknown on every hand and meet fear on every side as they faced the Canaanites in battle. But they had entered into rest and now that they were enjoying prosperity and plenty, they would drift away from God. That is the story of human nature. It never changes.
The most dangerous period any people can go through is not the time of grave danger and suffering, but the time of prosperity. I am very concerned about our country. We have turned our back on God, and so He will turn His back on us.
CYCLES OF HISTORY
From bondage to spiritual faith; 
From spiritual faith to great courage; 
From courage to liberty; 
From liberty to abundance; 
From abundance to complacency; 
From complacency to apathy; 
From apathy to dependence; 
From dependence back into bondage.
How has America done in passing the prosperity test? 

How are we doing as a nation in not turning aside from B.D.?

Quote from “Assist News Service / Agape Press”:
“The lack of biblical literacy in America is at epidemic levels, says Ron Rhodes, President of Reasoning from the Scriptures Ministries. And when he talks about the lack of Bible reading among Americans, he is not talking about the population in general - he is talking about people who call themselves born-again Christians.”
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“In an interview with Assist News Service Rhodes quotes a recent poll, which indicates that 35% of born-again Christians do not read the Bible at all. In addition, Rhodes indicates that among those who say they read the Bible, the vast majority only read it during the one hour they attend church each Sunday morning. Rhodes says such statistics make it more than obvious why many Christians are easy prey for spiritual deception. The level of biblical illiteracy among Christians may be one reason why many believers hesitate to stand for Godly values on the public scene. (Assist News Service / Agape Press, 25/26 December)”

“Recent studies by The Barna Group and the Gallup Organization conclude that any reasonable understanding of biblical facts and truths is seriously lacking among Americans. Today, basic Christian truths are virtually unknown to a majority in this nation.”

“About one American in seven reports an involvement that goes beyond reading the Bible. Fourteen percent currently belong to a Bible study group.”

Read: Hosea 4:1-7
It is imperative that we faithfully learn and apply the Word of God!

WHEN WE STAY IN THE WORD, THE WORD STAYS IN US!

He was passing along what the Lord had told him Joshua 1:7

Joshua 23:7  … so that you will not associate with these nations, these which remain among you, or mention the name of their gods, or make anyone swear by them, or serve them, or bow down to them.
The point is, stay away from nations or individuals who reject God and His Word. We support Muslim nations like Egypt with billions of dollars and are arming the Muslim Brotherhood in Syria with the latest, most sophisticated fighter jets. Our president and the media are paying homage to Nelson Mandela of South Africa who committed countless atrocities in South Africa.   

The push for America to become part of a One World Order requires us to give up our sovereignty in order to associate and align ourselves with the godless nations of this world.

One day God will set up a righteous One World Order, but the one that is being touted and promoted by Satan today is a counterfeit of that glorious kingdom.

Is the admonition to stay away from people who are God-hating, Christ-rejecters found only in the OT?

2 Timothy 3:1-5   But realize this, that in the last days difficult times will come.  2) For men will be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, revilers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy,  3) unloving, irreconcilable, malicious gossips, without self-control, brutal, haters of good,  4) treacherous, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God,  5) holding to a form of godliness, although they have denied its power; Avoid such men as these.
Another application of this occurs when parents scrimp and scrape up a king’s ransom to send their children off to college where they are taught by liberal professors and associate with wild, immoral students who mock the Bible and Christianity.
After the children have been there awhile, they come home and the parents don’t even recognize them. The values and character their kids once had are gone and have been replaced with an “anything goes” liberalism and defiance.     
LESSON  #115  (7-28-13)   
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Joshua 23:8-9   But you are to cling to the LORD your God, as you have done to this day.  9) "For the LORD has driven out great and strong nations from before you; and as for you, no man has stood before you to this day.
Joshua kept on reminding them of what the Lord did for them in the past and encouraged them to trust Him in the future.

Joshua 23:10-11   One of your men puts to flight a thousand, for the LORD your God is He who fights for you, just as He promised you.  11) So take diligent heed to yourselves to love the LORD your God.
One of your men puts to flight a thousand… Read: Deut. 32:15-47
Deuteronomy 32:29-30    O that they  [Israel]  were wise, that they understood this, that they would consider their latter end! 30) How should one   [of Israel’s enemies]  chase a thousand  [Israelites],  and two put ten thousand to flight, except their Rock had sold them  [given them over to death], and the LORD had shut them up   [handed them over to their enemies]?

Josh. 32:10 
God fought for them 

Deut. 32:30 
God fought against them.

Joshua changed from exhorting and encouraging them to seriously warning them:
Joshua 23:12-13   For if you ever go back and cling to the rest of these nations, these which remain among you, and intermarry with them, so that you associate with them and they with you,  13) know with certainty that the LORD your God will not continue to drive these nations out from before you; but they will be a snare and a trap to you, and a whip on your sides and thorns in your eyes, until you perish from off this good land which the LORD your God has given you.
Israel’s greatest danger was not a military issue. It was a moral and spiritual issue.
What was true for Israel back then is true for America today.

Joshua 23:14   Now behold, today I am going the way of all the earth, and you know in all your hearts and in all your souls that not one word of all the good words which the LORD your God spoke concerning you has failed; all have been fulfilled for you, not one of them has failed.

I am going the way of all the earth… this is an idiom for having a short time left to live. 

1 Kings 2:1-2   As David's time to die drew near, he charged Solomon his son, saying,  2) "I am going the way of all the earth. Be strong, therefore, and show yourself a man.
Verse 14 is the good news that Joshua wanted the people to know: God is faithful !  He wanted to leave them with that thought that they could have complete confidence and trust in Him. 

Now, here comes the bad news:
LESSON  #116  (8-4-13)
Joshua 23:15-16   It shall come about that just as all the good words which the LORD your God spoke to you have come upon you, so the LORD will bring upon you all the threats, until He has destroyed you from off this good land which the LORD your God has given you.  
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16) "When you transgress the covenant of the LORD your God, which He commanded you, and go and serve other gods and bow down to them, then the anger of the LORD will burn against you, and you will perish quickly from off the good land which He has given you."
This same principle is found in Lev. 26:14-33and Deut. 28:15-68.

After Solomon’s death the nation broke apart into the Northern Kingdom (Israel) and the Southern Kingdom (Judah). 
· The Northern Kingdom was destroyed in 722 BC

· The Southern Kingdom (Judah) went into captivity in 587 BC

· The Jewish nation was destroyed in 70 AD and Jews were dispersed around the world.

· In 1941-1945 during WWII, Adolf Hitler tried to annihilate the Jews in the death camps of Ausqitz, Triblinka, Bukenwald, and others.

What does God have in store for US!  Since God destroyed the nation of His special chosen people, are we so foolish as to think that He wouldn’t do the same, if not worse, to US?

The fatal mistake the Israelites made is the same one America is making:  they didn’t think it would happen to them. Notice the promise “you will perish quickly” in verse 16. God could wipe out our nation overnight.

Deuteronomy 11:16-17    Beware, lest your hearts be deceived and you turn away and serve other gods and worship them.  17) "Or the anger of the LORD will be kindled against you, and He will shut up the heavens so that there will be no rain and the ground will not yield its fruit; and you will perish quickly from the good land which the LORD is giving you.

If we are to avoid the wrath of God from crashing down upon us, we must humble ourselves and acknowledge that our country has turned its back on God the same way Israel did. We must see our country not as we would like it to be, but as it truly is.

Homosexuals are accepted and welcomed into our military.

Several states now have legalized same-sex marriage.

The Boy Scouts are now accepting homosexuals.

Several denominations are ordaining homosexual pastors.

Cities across the country celebrate Gay Pride Day with parades and parties.

Military personnel can be discharged for expressing faith in Jesus Christ.

Chaplains are not allowed to pray in Christ’s name.

The Ten Commandments cannot be displayed in court houses or schools.

The public discourse has become crude, crass, and vulgar. Profanity and cursing can be heard even from females, especially females.

What use to be considered soft porn is now seen on primetime TV.

Decency, propriety, and respectful behavior is nearly non-existent. 

The US has the highest crime rate in the world http://www.mapsofworld.com/world-top-ten/countries-with-highest-reported-crime-rates.html

It has the highest number of people imprisoned per-capita in the world.

71% of black children are born out of wedlock.
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Sixty-five million people, about 22%, are living with STDs in the United States, and each year, 15 million people contract one or more infections.

1. 50 % of sexually active youths will contract an STD by age 25.

2. 20 % of high-school girls have an STD.

One half of marriages end in divorce, including Christian marriages.

The number of cohabiting, unmarried partners increased by 88% between 1990 and 2007. 

U.S. Census Bureau. “America’s Families and Living Arrangements: 2007.”

The majority of couples marrying today cohabited first.

The United States places 17th in the developed world for education but is number one in amount spent on education.
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/11/27/best-education-in-the-wor_n_2199795.html  
All three branches of our government appear to be out of control and our leaders regularly break their oath to the Constitution, they ignore it and some openly mock it.

Our nation is 17 trillion dollars in debt. It increases $16 billion per day, that’s over $600 million per hour. http://www.chacha.com/question/how-much-does-the-national-debt-increase-each-day 
Pointing out the unpleasant truth about one’s country will not make a person popular. In fact some might call it “America bashing”.  But it is the one who truly loves his country that will sound the alarm when it is in danger, not the one who stands idly by as it self-destructs. 

When a person accuses someone in your family of child abuse, it’s normal to be offended, to get angry, or deny it. But what is most important is to determine if the allegations are true, and if they are, then it is necessary to confront the guilty family member in order to stop the abuse. To look the other way would be condoning it and would make you guilty as well.

The same principle applies when someone accuses your government of abusing its citizens. If the allegations are true and you look the other way rather than confronting the abuser, then you are guilty as well. Attacking the one who exposed the problem will not stop the abuse nor doesit remove the guilt of condoning abuse. 

Our subordination to the Bible and the government’s subordination to the Constitution can be compared to the Israelites subordination to the Mosaic Law.  PP
I believe we will cease to be free if we lack the objectivity and courage to see our government as it truly is and to be willing to confront its abuse and unconstitutional acts. More importantly, I am afraid that God will soon judge our nation, we have not resisted evil, instead, we have allowed it to flourish. We have not stood for righteousness and justice, We have become arrogant, ignorant, and indifferent. We now depend on government rather than God to provide for our needs. We trust the hollow promises made by politicians rather that the immutable promises of God.

What can we do?

2 Chronicles 7:14    If my people who are called by My name humble themselves and pray, and seek My face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.
This verse applies to Israel, but if we will do what is called for in this verse, wouldn’t God heal our land as well?

LESSON  #117  (8-18-13)             JOSHUA
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CHAPTER 24
What can we do individually?



1. Pray for our nation and our leaders.                                                                             
1 Kings 15:25-26NowNadab the son of Jeroboam became king over Israel in the second year of Asa king of Judah, and he reigned over Israel two years.  26 And he did evil in the sight of the LORD, and walked in the way of his father and in his sin which he made Israel sin.

This phrase is used 18 times in 1st and 2nd Kings.

Our leaders have tremendous influence over the people.

The Bible records what happens to people who do not resist an evil abusive ruler. God held the people responsible for doing nothing to resist the wicked actions of their king.

Jeremiah 15:4     And I   [God]   shall make them [the people] an object of horror among all the kingdoms of the earth because of Manasseh, the son of Hezekiah, the king of Judah, for what he did in Jerusalem.
This is a very interesting verse because it highlights the danger of not resisting authority that is evil.

2. Pray for pastors and encourage them to boldly teach the entire realm of doctrine.

3. Consistently take in BD and educate yourself about our history, the Constitution, and the Bill of Rights. Learn to think for yourself as the free independent individual that God made you to be. 

4. Don’t be afraid to stand for your convictions.

5. Stop voting for the lesser of two evils and learn about the powerful three votes you can cast.

Joshua knew the importance of focusing on the history of his people. How could Israel, or any nation, build a better future if they don’t know how they got where they are?
“In the April 15, 1978 issue of Saturday Review, the late author and editor Norman Cousins called history “a vast early warning system”; and philosopher George Santayana said, “Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it.”

Joshua 24:1    Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and called for the elders of Israel and for their heads and their judges and their officers; and they presented themselves before God.
Shechem was the ideal location for this moving farewell address by Israel’s great leader. It was at Shechem that God promised Abraham that his descendants would inherit the land (Gen. 12:6–7). Shechem was located between Mt. Ebal and Mt. Gerizim, where the people of Israel had reaffirmed their commitment to the Lord (Josh. 8:30–35). Shechem was indeed “holy ground” to the Israelites.”    Warren W. Wiersbe, Be Strong, “Be” Commentary Series (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1996), 149.
Joshua’s focused on the Lord in his farewell address, he referred to the Lord 21 times in 33 verses. He also focused on service, it is found 17 times in this chapter. 

Joshua 24:2   Joshua said to all the people, "Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, 'From ancient times your fathers lived beyond the River, namely, Terah, the father of Abraham and the father of Nahor, and they served other gods.

It was as if the Lord Himself was talking to the people from verse 2-13 because Lord is used in the 1st person.

There was nothing special about Terah, Abraham, or Nahor for God to use them to start a special race of people who would become His chosen people.







                                                 JOSH 23-24, pg. 8
Joshua started with Abraham, the father of the Jewish race. This is the same place Stephen started in his farewell address, Acts 7:1-7. 
Joshua 24:3-4   'Then I took your father Abraham from beyond the River, and led him through all the land of Canaan, and multiplied his descendants and gave him Isaac.  4) 'To Isaac I gave Jacob and Esau, and to Esau I gave Mount Seir to possess it; but Jacob and his sons went down to Egypt.  

Abraham and his family were idolaters when God called Abraham to leave Ur of the Chaldees and go to Canaan, Gen. 11:27-12:9. It was not Abraham who sought after God, but God who came to Abraham. So right away, what is emphasized is God’s grace working to deliver them and prosper them.

Jesus told His disciples, “You did not choose Me,” but I chose you and appointed you”, John 15:16. We also were chosen in Christ “before the foundation of the world”, Eph. 1:4.

Isaac’s birth was a miracle but he was not Abraham’s firstborn. Ishmael was. Isaac had two sons, Esau and Jacob, and Jacob was not the firstborn either. Esau became the father of the Edomites and Jacob’s became the father of the Twelve Tribes of Israel.  God sent Joseph ahead to Egypt to preserve the nation during the famine, Ps. 105:16-22.

Joshua 24:5-7    Then I sent Moses and Aaron, and I plagued Egypt by what I did in its midst; and afterward I brought you out.  6) 'I brought your fathers out of Egypt, and you came to the sea; and Egypt pursued your fathers with chariots and horsemen to the Red Sea.  7) 'But when they cried out to the LORD, He put darkness between you and the Egyptians, and brought the sea upon them and covered them; and your own eyes saw what I did in Egypt. And you lived in the wilderness for a long time.
Then God sent Moses and Aaron to deliver the nation from bondage, Ps.105:23-45. God judged the rulers of Egypt by sending ten plagues to the land. Pharaoh let the people go, but then he changed his mind and sent his army after them. 

God not only brought His people out, but He also led them through the Red Sea and drowned the Egyptian army behind them in its waters, chaps. 14-15.

Joshua 24:8-10   Then I brought you into the land of the Amorites who lived beyond the Jordan, and they fought with you; and I gave them into your hand, and you took possession of their land when I destroyed them before you. 9) 'Then Balak the son of Zippor, king of Moab, arose and fought against Israel, and he sent and summoned Balaam the son of Beor to curse you.  10) 'But I was not willing to listen to Balaam. So he had to bless you, and I delivered you from his hand.

God brought Israel out of Egypt so that He could bring them into the Promised Land, Deut. 6:23. The Lord defeated Satan whether he came against Israel as the lion, such as the army of the Amorites, or as the serpent, that is compared with the curses of Balaam.

Joshua 24:11-12   'You crossed the Jordan and came to Jericho; and the citizens of Jericho fought against you, and the Amorite and the Perizzite and the Canaanite and the Hittite and the Girgashite, the Hivite and the Jebusite. Thus I gave them into your hand.  12) 'Then I sent the hornet before you and it drove out the two kings of the Amorites from before you, but not by your sword or your bow.  
The “hornet” mentioned in verse 12 as well as Ex. 23:28 and Deut. 7:20 may have been the insect whose sting is extremely painful, but it’s possible that the word is an image of something else. Invading armies are also compared to bees in Deut. 1:44; Ps. 118:12; Isa. 7:18,

Some believe God sent other armies like hornets into Canaan to weaken the people and prepare them for the invasion of Israel.
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Exodus 23:27-28   "I will send My terror ahead of you, and throw into confusion all the people among whom you come, and I will make all your enemies turn their backs to you.  28) "I will send hornets ahead of you so that they will drive out the Hivites, the Canaanites, and the Hittites before you.
LESSON  #118  (8-25-13)

Others believe that the hornets represent the reports that came to Canaan about Israel’s conquests and such reports frightened and almost paralyzed the inhabitants of the land entirely. 

Joshua 24:13   'I gave you a land on which you had not labored, and cities which you had not built, and you have lived in them; you are eating of vineyards and olive groves which you did not plant.'

By this time, the people had to have been so inspired and thankful to God. Remember, these people actually crossed the Jordan, saw the walls of Jericho fall, saw the heavenly barrage of hail fall only on their enemy, saw the sun stand still, and saw one pagan city after another fall as God used His people to judge the wicked nations.

Joshua emphasized the goodness of God and all that He did for Israel because He loved them. When the Jews started taking their blessings for granted, they began to drift away from the Lord. A grateful heart is a strong defense against apathy and indifference to the Lord.

Now the focus changes in verses 14-33 from what the Lord has already done for them, to: 
What they need to do for the Lord.  Service is the key word.
Joshua 24:14-15   Now, therefore, fear the LORD and serve Him in sincerity and truth; and put away the gods  [destroy your idols as Jacob’s family did in Gen. 35:4]  which your fathers served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD.  15) "If it is disagreeable in your sight to serve the LORD, choose for yourselves today whom you will serve: whether the gods which your fathers served which were beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; BUT AS FOR ME AND MY HOUSE, WE WILL SERVE THE LORD."
Joshua made it clear that the people had a decision to make. They would either serve the Lord or they would serve false gods and idols. There could be no neutrality, they had to choose. He also made it clear that if they chose to serve the Lord, then they would have to get rid of the false gods some of them were secretly worshiping.

Jacob had said the same thing to his family, Gen. 35:2, and Samuel said the same thing in his day, 1 Sam. 7:3.

Two main points that Joshua made:

1. They had to choose one or the other; they couldn’t serve both!

2. Not serving one or the other was not an option. If you don’t choose to serve the Lord, then you automatically serve false gods.

How about you, are you secretly worshiping another god?

Do you know the 1st Commandment?  Ex 20:3   You shall have no other gods before Me.
Is there anything or anyone more important to you than God?
Could it be materialism, a big house, a nice car, a boat, a big bank account, nice clothes, jewelry?

Could it be power or prestige, a title, or credentials?

Could it be popularity, fame, social status, or being accepted by your peers?

Could it be a person, a husband, a wife, a boyfriend or girlfriend, or maybe your children?

Could it be school, a scholarship, a college degree, a job, or a career?

CAN YOU DECLARE WHAT JOSHUA DECLARED? 
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“AS FOR ME AND MY HOUSE, WE WILL SERVE THE LORD.”

Who in the home has the primary responsibility for this to become a reality?

Joshua 24:16-18   The people answered and said, "Far be it from us that we should forsake the LORD to serve other gods;  17)for the LORD our God is He who brought us and our fathers up out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage, and who did these great signs in our sight and preserved us through all the way in which we went and among all the peoples through whose midst we passed.  18) "The LORD drove out from before us all the peoples, even the Amorites who lived in the land. We also will serve the LORD, for He is our God."

The people were inspired by what Joshua said and were no doubt very emotional and adamant about their commitment to the Lord. But would it last?

Joshua 24:19-20   Then Joshua said to the people, "You will not be able to serve the LORD, for He is a holy God. He is a jealous God; He will not forgive your transgression or your sins.  20) "If you forsake the LORD and serve foreign gods, then He will turn and do you harm and consume you good to you."
When the former generation had met the Lord at Mt. Sinai, they said, “All that the Lord has spoken we will do”, Ex. 19:8. But a few weeks later, they were worshiping a golden calf !  Joshua knew that it was easy for the people to promise obedience to the Lord but the actual doing of it would not be so easy.
His admonition to them in verse 19 was to keep them from becoming overconfident. 
A commitment that is solely emotional never lasts !
Verse 20   Since they did not bring forth the idols they were secretly worshiping, Joshua didn’t believe they were serious. He knew if they didn’t get rid of their idols, they would eventually forsake the Lord and become idol worshipers.

A firm choice must be made by every generation. 
People must choose between expediency and principle, between this world and eternity, between God and idols,1 Thes. 1:9.
Do you know how relevant this verse is to us today? God has done great things for our country yet we have forsaken Him. What does this verse say He  will do? 
He will turn and do you harm and consume you!
Joshua 24:21-22  The people said to Joshua, "No, but we will serve the LORD."  22) Joshua said to the people, "You are witnesses against yourselves that you have chosen for yourselves the LORD, to serve Him." And they said, "We are witnesses."

Verse 21  This is the second time they confirmed that they would serve the Lord. The first time was in vs.16. 

Verse 22   Joshua said that they themselves were responsible for keeping their commitment to serve the Lord, and they agreed and accepted the responsibility.

LESSON  #119  (9-1-13)

Joshua 24:23-24   Now therefore, put away the foreign gods which are in your midst, and incline your hearts to the LORD, the God of Israel."  24) The people said to Joshua, "We will serve the LORD our God and we will obey His voice."
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Verse 23  Joshua then essentially told them to “put up or shut-up”, or “put your money where your mouth is”. He was saying that he would believe them when they made a gesture of sincerity, like getting rid of their idols first. 
Verse 24  This is the 3rd time the people confirmed their commitment to God to serve Him and Him only. Did they keep their promise? The Book of Judges makes it clear that they soon demonstrated that their faith was indeed shallow and superficial.
Joshua 24:25-26   So Joshua made a covenant with the people that day, and made for them a statute and an ordinance in Shechem.  26) And Joshua wrote these words in the book of the law of God; and he took a large stone and set it up there under the oak that was by the sanctuary of the LORD. 27)  Joshua said to all the people, "Behold, this stone shall be for a witness against us, for it has heard all the words of the LORD which He spoke to us; thus it shall be for a witness against you, so that you do not deny your God."

Stacks of stones and stone monuments were used to remind the Israelites of their commitments and responsibilities. This is the ninth and last memorial mentioned in the Book of Joshua. The nine memorials are:

1. The stones in the midst of the Jordan (4:9).
2. The stones on the western bank of the    Jordan (4:20–24).
3. The stones in the Valley of Achor (7:26).
4. The heap of stones at Ai (8:29).
5. The altar on Mt. Ebal (8:30).
6. The stones of the law on Mt. Ebal (8:32).
7. The stones at the cave at Makkedah (10:27).
8. The altar built by the Transjordanic tribes (22:10ff).
9. Joshua’s stone of witness (24:26–28).  
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