JOSHUA

יְהוֹשֻׁעַ
CHAPTER 8

The book of Joshua presents history in triplet form: the Lord said; Joshua said; the people did.  
This cycle was broken in chapter 7 because Joshua did not consult the Lord, and that is one reason they had big-time trouble.

Now in verse one, the cycle is re-established: “Now the Lord said to Joshua”
Verse 1  

When we don’t have spiritual victory, it's not because God has let us down. It is usually because we   depend upon our own ability rather than God's. We think we have everything under control. 
“Don’t worry about this one God. I’ve got it covered.”   That’s what the Israelites thought about Ai.
Joshua went to the Lord with the problem. God told him what the problem was and how to deal with it. Joshua carried out God’s instructions, so now their relationship is back on track. 
“Do not fear or be dismayed” is the phrase found in Deut. 31:8, Joshua 1:9, & 10:8. Things are back on track because  Joshua 7:27 said the Lord’s anger was turned away. God does not hold a grudge against us when we make a mess of things, acknowledge it, and humbly seek His guidance.

The city of Ai was not going to be bypassed.  God will turn their defeat into a victory. They wouldn’t go to another city or take another step until God made it clear to them that Ai was not the problem. Their attitude was the problem. Now that they were humble and ready to trust and obey God, Ai was no longer a problem.

This is true in our lives as well. We can't avoid issues that overcome us with anxiety, fear, and frustration. We can’t move forward in our spiritual lives until we figure out that the problem is not the issue but our own attitude. We must get right with God first, then God will give us the victory.

Principle:   God turns defeat into victory !
Just as God told Joshua He had given him the king of Jericho, He now gives him the king of Ai. 

LESSON #33  (6-26-11)




Verse 2

Just as they took no prisoners in Jericho, they were to take no prisoners in Ai, Deut. 20:16-18 and Joshua 8:8. However they would be able to take the spoils and cattle. If Achan had just been a little more patient, he could have taken all the plunder he wanted without having to hide it or incriminate himself. 
Another thing we notice is that this city would be taken in a completely different way from Jericho.  God doesn’t use the same tactics or solution for every challenge we face. We have to have fresh divine guidance for each issue we face. We can’t operate on yesterday's instructions.  Divine viewpoint and guidance needs to be uploaded constantly. 

Ai would not be taken by its walls miraculously falling outward, but by good military strategy. 

Verse 3-9

Joshua used a very clever military tactic called envelopment. The Canaanites were in a defensive mode behind fixed fortifications whereas Joshua was in an offensive mode where he could move and maneuver his troops to his advantage. 
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Joshua was a great general and had brilliant tactics but verse 7 reminds us of something very important, “for the LORD your God will deliver it  [Ai]  into your hand.”
Verse 10-17

Arrogance and overconfidence brought the Canaanites out of their fortified walls. It was a huge tactical blunder to leave their city completely unguarded.  In verse 14, the king of Ai saw what he thought was a great opportunity to defeat the Israelites and become a famous victor among his people.
Verse 18-22

The trap was closed with perfect timing and the enemy was annihilated. 

Verse 23-26

The king of Ai was temporarily spared, but none of the people were spared. 

Verse 27-28

The Israelites took the spoil of the city and the cattle because God allowed it this time. Then they burned the city.

Verse 29

The king of Ai was executed and hung before the people, then his body was buried at the gate of the city with a great heap of stones placed over it as a memorial. Sound familiar? What was left behind after the Israelites crossed the River Jordan? What was left behind when the Israelites left Jericho? Heaps of stones from fallen walls. What was left on top of the body of Achan who disobeyed God and caused the defeat of Israel? A great heap of stones. Now another heap of stones is left behind on top of the body of the king of Ai. What is going on here?

They were leaving a historical memory behind to link God’s actions to space and time. They would remind people for ages to come of the God of Israel's faithfulness, power and greatness.

The word “Ai” in the Hebrew means desolation or ruins.

LESSON #34  (7-10-11)


Verse 30-35

”This is the first official worship center that is established in the land.  You’re going to see the first worship center established that creates a conflict from this time forward in history that is still going on to our day in 1971. This began an incident of the Samaritan revolt. In other words, the Samaritans believed that because Shechem was the place where the first authorized worship was to be conducted that Jerusalem was therefore the wrong place. So the Samaritans broke away and  the Samaritans who are now living in our time believe God is going to rule from Shechem on the basis of this passage and others.”  Charlie Clough notes on Joshua  [Woman at the well, John 4]
This is an amazing thing that Joshua is doing. He is right in the center of enemy territory and we know from Joshua 9:1 that the Canaanites were gathering their forces together to smash him and what does he do? He stops to build an alter unto the Lord for worship and to read the entire Law to the people. Rather than preparing his troops for the next battle and maneuvering them into place, he shuts down and starts teaching Bible class.

This is similar to what happened in Joshua 5:2 when they crossed over the Jordan River and most of the warriors were circumcised. Militarily, both incidents were insane, but spiritually, they made perfect sense.

Mount Ebal in chapter 8 Verse 30 was about 25 miles from Ai in the heart of Canaanite territory. Joshua not only moved his army to this mountain but women and children also. (see map) 
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All the rest of the cities were still armed, the kings were gathering their soldiers to do battle, and he exposes all of the women, children, and his whole army to what could have become real disaster. Why? Was he being irresponsible? Had he lost his mind?

No. Turn to Deut. 11:26-32   

Now go to Deut. 27 where we see the exact ceremony Joshua is going to use in Joshua 8. Notice in verse 2, “on the day,” Now that literally does not mean on that literal day because this word is b’yowm in the Hebrew, and this [b’]is the Hebrew is the participle beth, meaning “when.” 
Moses didn’t tell Joshua when to do it; he’s just saying when you cross the river, then do this.  It’s left up to Joshua’s insight and Joshua’s responsibility to seek the Lord in the matter of when to do it.  Moses was giving the general perspective to Joshua, but it’s up to Joshua to be a mature enough believer to fill in the details.

This would not be a permanent monument. It was to remind the people that God was faithful to His promises of blessing and cursing.

Deut. 27:3-4    He is told where to do this and how to do it, but not when to do it. 

Deut. 27:5-6    Now there were two reasons why the stones were to be uncut by man:

1. To separate God’s altar from pagan altars and idols where man had cut out the stone.

2. To demonstrate that man can do no work for his salvation. Cutting the stones might give man a reason to think God depended on man rather than man depending on God to deliver him.

Scan the rest.

