JOSHUA

יְהוֹשֻׁעַ
CHAPTER 9

LESSON #35  (7-17-11) 
Chapters 9-10 deal with the central and southern campaigns of the conquest of the land. It can be divided into three parts:

Part 1:  Verses 9:1-27 reports the Gibeonite incident where all the trouble started. 

Verses 3-27 is actually a parenthesis. 

Part 2:  Verses 10:1-27 gives us the result of the Gibeonite incident. 

Part 3:  Verses 28 to chapter's end deals with the Israelites' southern campaign.

Joshua is cutting the land in half to set up a corridor so that he’s always attacking with his logistic lines directly behind him and controlled by him; this is described in the military as interior lines. 

By splitting the land, he broke up the communication lines of the enemy. He’s going to drive south, wipe it out, and then quickly move to wipe out the north.  
1 Corinthians 10:11 . . . Now these things happened to them as an example, and they were written for our instruction, upon whom the ends of the ages have come.

There are a few parallels between Israel conquering the land of  Canaan and eschatology of the Bible. Satan had a strong hold on the land and would not give it up easily. This campaign to free the land from the pagans was a very bloody affair. 

These chapters about Joshua's struggle to defeat the enemy is but a small version of Tribulational events. Many things that will happen in the Tribulation happened back here with Joshua in a similar way. Both time periods in history usher in a kingdom. The Kingdom of Israel was ushered into the land of Canaan in 1400 BC with great bloodshed just as many thousands of the Lord's enemies will be personally slaughtered by Him at the Tribulation's end to usher in the Kingdom of God.  

(Visual: Dispensations)
Neither the Kingdom of Israel nor the Kingdom of God can be erected inside history until the powers of Satan and all those in allegiance have first been smashed and demonic hordes forcibly removed. 

The angelic conflict continues to rage and Satan never rests. He could not penetrate the wall of protection around Joshua and the Israelites who faithfully obeyed God’s command to build an altar and worship right in the middle of enemy territory. But he influenced the enemy to prepare a counterattack while they were worshiping.

Joshua set up a beachhead. He moved both west and northwest right into the belly of the land that was a vital piece of real estate.  The reaction was not long in coming. Up till then, the warfare had been defensively fought by the Canaanites who fled behind city walls and depended on them for protection.  

But now, Joshua is going to be counterattacked from what we read in the first two verses. Verse 2 reminds us of the similar event at Tribulation's end. 

Isaiah 66:18 . . . For I know their works and their thoughts; the time is coming to gather all nations and tongues. And they shall come and see My glory.
Habakkuk 2:5 . . . He also gathers to himself all nations and collects to himself all peoples.

In Psalm 2, we see another gathering of kings who tried to defeat God’s anointed, Jesus Christ.
What is not seen but lurks behind the physical picture of both gatherings of kings, both in Joshua’s day and in our day and the Tribulation, is Satan's all-out attempt to undermine Israel's spiritual life.
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Satan knows the Kingdom is coming and he uses everything he can, especially kings, to try to stop it.

Verse 1 . . . all the kings  

verse 2 . . . gathered themselves together with one accord to fight with Joshua and with Israel.

The unity of the Canaanites is very unusual because this is one of the few times in history that the Canaanites ever got together. They were all loners and fiercely independent. They never could work together, however, opposing God’s will was the one thing that solidified them. Does that remind you of any kind of people today? Muslims perhaps? 
Verses 3-5  Joshua and the Israelites were conned. The Gibeonites consisted of a minor alliance of cities: Gibeon, Chephirah, Beeroth, and Kiriath-jearim. And to their south was another group of kings in Jerusalem, Hebron, Jarmuth, Lachish and Eglon that also formed an alliance part and parcel with Gibeon.

But the Gibeonites forgot about their allegiance with these fellow pagans south of them and headed north to ally themselves with Joshua.

It appears that at least a part of the Gibeonites were believers.  They heard the gospel through the grapevine just as Rahab had done and came to the same conclusion she did that the God of Israel was The One and only True God. 

They not only heard and believed the supernatural, historical accounts of Israel, but they saw something else:  that the Israelites' God was the One giving them great victories. 

There is a principle here we don’t want to miss.  Some people are impressed when they see God at work in the lives of others. This doesn’t mean all people or even a majority are going to be impressed because the majority of people in Palestine weren’t impressed enough to come over to Joshua’s side. But we do see two examples who responded, Rahab and the Gibeonites.  

The Israelite’s obedience and trust in God proves that when you act upon your faith, you make an impact on others around you. Some will respond to God’s call because of your life.  Your life can be a testimony that attracts people to our Lord Jesus Christ.  

There is a startling parallel between Rahab as an individual and the Gibeonites as a group, and it illustrates another principle:  God’s grace is always open to a last-minute reception of Jesus Christ.  Always.  
It is tremendous to see people recognize who God is and act on that belief. On the other hand, we see here that new believers will revert to their old pre-salvation behavior patterns until they learn better.  
Verse 6   The Gibionites tried to get into the physical kingdom of God by deception when they didn’t have to. Like Rahab, they’re going to LIE because they’re use to relying on their old wheel-rut, pre-Christian  behavior.

Why did they lie?

These people were believers who tried to use human viewpoint solutions to save their necks.  

Israel’s foreign policy had two parts. Turn to Deut. 20:10-15  and see how all cities outside the boundaries of Israel's map were covered by the foreign policy described there.  Israel could make league with them if they wanted peace, verse 11.  In other words, if there was a city outside the land of Canaan that voluntarily accepted Yahweh as their God, the entire city could be annexed into Israel and come into covenant relationship with her.

Deut. 20:16-18 refers to cities in the central part of the land of Canaan that was to be utterly destroyed. The Gibeonites in this area did not believe the Israelites could be defeated because they believed Israel's God was the true God protecting Israel.
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Verse 7   The Hitites were also people who lived within the area to be totally wiped out.  Deut. 7:1 lists them as one of the Canaanite peoples that were to be to be annihilated.

Verse 8-9  The Gibeonites very cleverly deceived Joshua and the Israelites to believe that they lived outside Canaanite territory to be destroyed when they actually lived nearby ! They put on an act like they hadn't heard about Israel's victory over Jericho and Ai in order to lead Joshua and the Israelites to think that they lived very far away and the news traveling at a snail's pace hadn't reached them yet. So they lied and acted ignorant in order to save their own skins. 

Verse 10-11   The Logical Test: Just because something seems to fit together does not prove it’s true. All you can say about it is that it doesn’t have any apparent error in it so far.

Verse 12-13   The Empirical Test: This is also a test to falsify but not verify, used only to disprove. If it doesn’t fit, then it’s wrong, but if it does fit, that still doesn’t finally prove the case.  

These tests can expose the error but cannot prove the truth.  They can show if something is wrong but can’t show if it’s right.  

The Logical Test looked good and so did The Empirical Test. But how can you be sure you're deciding the right thing?  There may always be another piece of information you’re missing.

One of the things that makes discernment hard is that the Gibionites mixed truth with error. Satan and all of the cults do this as well.

LESSON #36  (7-24-11) 
Verse 14  shows us what not to do !  They went ahead and made a deal without consulting the “mouth”   [Heb. PEH]  or “counsel” of God. What is the “mouth of God”?
Numbers 27:21 . . . Moreover, he  [Joshua]  shall stand before Eleazar the priest, who shall inquire for him by the judgment of the Urim before the LORD. At his command they shall go out and at his command they shall come in, both he and the sons of Israel with him, even all the congregation.

God didn’t speak directly to Joshua like He did Moses except on rare occasions.  

They could get the answer straight from God through Urim and Thummim on the breastplate of the High Priest. Joshua failed to use the right procedure and right protocol.

How does this correspond to us today?  The Urim and Thummim corresponds to the conscience of the believer, but our conscience must not work with the unknown in doubt.  
Read Rom. 14:19-22

Romans 14:23 . . . But he who doubts is condemned if he eats, because his eating is not from faith  [against his conscience];  and whatever is not from faith  [going against his conscience]  is sin.

Walking by faith is really walking in certainty. It’s walking in doctrine. It is knowing the will of God and walking in it. This doesn’t mean that we know the outcome of walking in faith and it may be a bumpy ride, but we walk in it anyway. Why? Because God is on our side and will deliver us through the hard times, 1 Cor. 10:13. 

Walking outside of faith is walking in doubt. It is not knowing the will of God and doing something that goes against your conscience. If you can’t get agreement from your conscience, don’t do it!
Faith is not blind; there’s no such thing in Scripture as blind faith. Faith certainly depends on evidence, logical and empirical. You see, faith is an issue of the intellect, but it is also an issue of conscience.  Let’s take a look a the relationship between intellect and conscience.

Read 1 Cor. 8:4-6
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1 Corinthians 8:7 . . . However, not all men have this knowledge  [that eating meat sacrificed to idols means nothing];  but some, being accustomed to the idol until now, eat food as if it were sacrificed to an idol; and their conscience being weak is defiled.

You see, the conscience that is weak is not filled with the norms and the standards from the intellect,  the Word of God.  The intellect is the source of standards for the conscience. If those standards are missing, you should not act. But once those standards are established and the conscience begins to use them, then you can act;  you can make decisions with certitude. (Visual:  Laws For Believers)
LESSON #37  (7-31-11) 
1 John 3:18-21 . . . Little children, let us not love with word or with tongue, but in deed and truth.  19) We will know by this that we are of the truth, and will assure our heart before Him  

20) in whatever our heart condemns us [going against our conscience = sin];  for God is greater than our heart and knows all things  [so when we go against our conscience, we need to Rebound].   

21) Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us   [because we know we are in God’s will or because we have Rebounded],  we have confidence before God . . .  [Confidence comes from a cleansed conscience]. 

Our source of strength is the truth of what we believe.  Confidence towards God = Courage towards man.

1 John 3:22 . . . and whatever we ask we receive from Him, because we keep His commandments and do the things that are pleasing in His sight.

Remember that verse 22 depends on verse 21.  Knowing what God’s will is for us and having a clear conscience is pleasing in His sight.

We should never pressure someone to do something they are not comfortable with, especially something that would cause them to go against their conscience.

Verse 15 Joshua and the leaders make a mistake.

Verses 16-27  demonstrate how to recover from a satanic deception.  This is a very important passage because it gives us the principles to put into practice after we make a goof.  

So many people do the wrong thing when they find they did something wrong. The tendency is to immediately panic and try to undo everything you did wrong while deceived.  But that is wrong.  Two wrongs do not make a right as you’ll find out in these verses.

Verse 18   The leaders were wrong to make a treaty in the first place, but it would be wrong to break the treaty once it was made and sworn in Jehovah’s name.
These leaders got back on track and did not cave in to public opinion. They knew they were doing the right thing to keep their word even though they caught a lot of heat and scorn from the people. It is very rare to see this type of character from leaders today.

Principle:   Once an oath is made, even if it’s a wrong one, it has to be kept, regardless, period, over and out, no exceptions.  

Example:   Ezek. 17:12-19  Why does God make so much of oaths?  Because He has made an oath with you if you are a believer. God keeps His word and He expects you to do the same. God uses the very concept of an oath to get eternal security across to the believer.  

God is stuck with you and me by His oaths or promises just like Joshua was stuck with the Gibeonites.  

LESSON #38  (8-7-11) 
Read Psalm 15:1-4  with the emphasis on verse 4.  Once we see we have done something stupid and decide to trust in the Lord to provide our needs, He will superintend and supercede our foolishness by protecting us. 
`
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Application:  Some may be thinking, “What does this have to do with me?  I don’t make oaths. 

Are you sure? Are you married? This same principle applies if you did something stupid and got married for the wrong reasons. Trust the Lord to make the best of the situation.  It’s that simple. 
Verse 23    Here these people are outside of The Kingdom of God, condemned to judgment, and yet they are brought into The Kingdom and placed right next to the Tabernacle which is a picture of Jesus Christ.  It is ironic that the Gibeonites, who started out in this chapter to be great deceivers, wind up in the presence of the Lord Jesus Christ as He is pictured in the Tabernacle.  

Read:  2 Sam. 21:1-7  which occurred 400 yrs. after this incident in Joshua.

Read:  2 Sam. 20:5-16  and  Deut.24:16
