PROPHECY
LESSON  #11  (1-29-08)
Many times in the New Testament the anticipation of the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ is made the basis for exhortations to Christians to live godly lives well pleasing to God. 

1 John 2:28   And now, little children, abide in Him, so that when He appears, we may have confidence and not shrink away from Him in shame at His coming.

Philippians 1:9-10   And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in real knowledge and all discernment,  10 so that you may approve the things that are excellent, in order to be sincere and blameless until the day of Christ;

Philippians 3:20 -21  20 For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ;  21 who will transform the body of our humble state into conformity with the body of His glory, by the exertion of the power that He has even to subject all things to Himself.  
1 Corinthians 1:7-8   so that you are not lacking in any gift, awaiting eagerly the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ,  8 who shall also confirm you to the end, blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.

1 Thessalonians 1:9-10     9 For they themselves report about us what kind of a reception we had with you, and how you turned to God from idols to serve a living and true God, and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, that is Jesus, who delivers us from the wrath to come.
Titus 2:11-15   For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men,  12 instructing us to deny ungodliness and worldly desires and to live sensibly, righteously and godly in the present age,  13 looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus; 14 who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and purify for Himself a people for His own possession, zealous for good deeds.  15 These things speak and exhort and reprove with all authority. Let no one disregard you.

2 Timothy 4:8    in the future there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the right- eous Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to all who have loved His appearing.

When it comes to a comparison between John 14:1-3 and 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 we see amazing parallels. That John 14:1-3 is a Rapture reference is supported by the progression of words and thoughts when compared to Paul's more extensive Rapture passage (1 Thess. 4:13-18). Observe the following comparison:

John 14:1-3   "Let not your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me.  2 "In My Father's house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you.  3 "And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also.
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18  13 But we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren, about those who are asleep, that you may not grieve, as do the rest who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus.  15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, and remain until the coming of the Lord, shall not precede those who have fallen asleep.  16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet of God; and the dead in Christ shall rise first.  17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and thus we shall always be with the Lord.  18 Therefore comfort one another with these words.

	John 14:1-3
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Dr. Smith notes the following observations as a result of these comparisons: The words or phrases are almost an exact parallel.  They follow one another in both passages in exactly the same order.  Only the righteous are dealt with in each case.  There is not a single irregularity in the progression of words from first to last.  Either column takes the believer from the troubles of earth to the glories of heaven.

In light of comparing Scripture with Scripture, it appears obvious that Jesus' teaching in John 14:1-3 and Paul's revelation in 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 speak of the same event. Dr. Smith concludes, "It is but consistent to interpret each passage as dealing with the same event-the rapture of the church."[21] How else does one explain the progression of eight specific words/phrases in exactly the same order, in two different passages, by two different spokesmen? It is clear that these passages refer to a single future event-the Rapture of the church. We learn that the church's Blessed Hope was first revealed by our Lord on the eve of His crucifixion to His disciples as they grieved over His departure. Later, the doctrine of the Rapture was explained in greater detail via Paul's revelation to give comfort to the Thessalonians who were faced with a similar problem of departing loved ones that Jesus dealt with in the Upper Room with His disciples. Now, 2,000 years later and half-way around the world, today's church can be comforted by the Blessed Hope that in the next moment of time we could be face-to-face with our Lord, in the Father's house, via the Rapture of the Church. May it be today. Maranatha!    http://www.pre-trib.org/article-view.php?id=35    The Rapture and John 14  by Tommy Ice
LESSON  #12  (1-31-08)

As Ye See the Day Approaching  

William K. Harrison  
Dallas Theological Seminary. (1959; 2002). Bibliotheca Sacra Volume 116 (116:67).
One thing seems certain: if regenerated people were really looking expectantly for the coming of the Lord they would inevitably conduct themselves in a godly manner indicating that expectancy. It is well known that very few people give much concern to things beyond the immediate future. Coming events or responsibilities long distant are known and discussed, but only as they become truly close at hand do most of us really extend ourselves to prepare and be ready for them. This human trait prevails in reference to the Lord’s coming as it does in other matters. Unhappily the failure to see the Lord’s coming as a governing incentive to holy living is apparent in many of us who believe that the rapture will occur before the great tribulation, and as far as we can tell may occur at any time. In other words, our interest in the time of His coming seems to be primarily academic, rather than realistic and motivating.  
There are cogent reasons for believing that the great tribulation is not far distant, and therefore (as the writer believes) that the rapture is even closer. In saying this, it is recognized that in the past there have been many such predictions based on what appeared at the time to be signs of the times. Such signs have always been more or less general, and therefore not definitive, or they have probably been based on wishful interpretations of the Scripture. The ones to be discussed in this article, however, are new and definite; they could never have occurred before now, and they constitute trends which if not greatly altered seem almost certainly to lead to conditions which the Bible places in the period immediately preceding the second advent of the Lord Jesus Christ, that is, in the great tribulation.
LESSON  #13  (2-5-08)

Never until today have the weapons been available to cause such world-wide and terrible destruction as is prophesied in the Bible. Never until today have the international relationships and interdependence been so complex as to insure that practically any major war will become a world war involving the whole world. Destruction has always been great in war, sometimes totally destructive in a locality. Today the weapons are able to cause death far from where they explode, because of the spread and fall out of radioactive particles or the spread of weapon-caused pestilence. The weapons will become increasingly destructive. 

Matthew 24:22  "And unless those days had been cut short, no life would have been saved; but for the sake of the elect those days shall be cut short.
Israel and Its Land

There are ample indications in the Old and New Testaments which show that during the great tribulation a considerable part of the Jewish people will have returned to Israel in unbelief, will have a government and a temple. (Isa 4; Ezek 38:8, 12, 14, 16; Dan 8:11–12, 17–19; 9:27 ; Joel 2; 3:9–21 ; Zeph 2:1–2; Zech 12:4–9; 13:8–9 ; 14:1–4 ; Matt 24:3, 15–30).
Ezek. 38-39   - “that they will know that I am the Lord” is used 63 times in the book of Ezekiel. It is used 5 times in chpts. 38 & 39.   
EZEKIEL  38-39
If it [the invasion] happens after the rapture but before the tribulation, it will be during the interval of days, weeks, months or years between the rapture and the start of the seven-year tribulation. This view also accounts for the seven years of Ezekiel 39:9. I have always thought that one of the strengths of this view is the way in which it could set the stage for the Biblical scenario of the tribulation. If the tribulation is closely preceded by a failed regional invasion of Israel, in other words Russia and her Muslim allies, then this would remove much of the Russian and Muslim influence currently in the world today and allow a Euro-centric orientation to arise. So the tribulation is preceded by a failed regional attack on Israel and this is why the tribulation ends with all the peoples of the world attacking Israel at Armageddon. It could also set the stage for the rebuilding of the Temple as a result of Islamic humiliation.   
Perhaps the most widely held view put forth within dispensational literature is that this invasion will take place around the middle of the seven-year tribulation. This view often identifies Ezekiel 38 and 39 with an invasion of the king of the north in Daniel 11:40. Another major argument is based upon the statement that Israel will be "living securely, all of them" (Ezek. 38:8), which is the result of the false peace brought by the anti-Christ in the first half of the tribulation. This view has a lot in its favor.

Verse 4  Lawson Younger explains the meaning and use of the Hebrew word for "hook" as follows:

While the literal meaning of hah is "thorn," in the OT it is used metaphorically for a hook. In the majority of occurrences, hah is employed in military contexts for a hook put through the nose or cheek of captives: of Sennacherib, in whose nose God will put a hook (2 Kgs 19:28; Isa. 37:29); of Jehoahaz taken to Egypt by hook (Ezek 19:4); of Zedekiah taken to Babylon by hook (19:9); of Pharaoh, in whose jaw God will put a hook (29:4; and of Gog, in whose jaw God will also put hooks (38:4) 

As we continue to look more closely at Ezekiel 38:4 we see that the Lord, after having put hooks in Gog's jaw will bring him out of his place. The Hebrew verb translated "I [God] will bring you [Gog] out" is in a causative stem meaning that God will use the hook in the jaw to bring Gog out of his place. Once again, this is not something that Gog would have instigated had not God intervened to bring him out to their eventual destruction.

Arnold Fruchtenbaum summarizes this section by reminding us: 

It is God Who is in control; it is He who is bringing the invasion about. Thus, while studying this passage, one should note the sovereignty of God in this invasion. This will be the means by which God will punish Russia for her sins. The key sin is her long history of anti-Semitism, a problem that persists in Russia to this day.

Mart Zuckerman, editor of U. S. News & World Report has said, "Russian President Vladimir Putin, in an interview several years ago, criticized America's decision to go to war against Iraq and told me, "The real threat is Iran." He was right. But Russia has become part of the problem, not the solution." It is no secret that Russia has played a role of enabler to Iran, which has risen to the top of the list of rogue states that threaten to bring great destabilization to the current world order. "And Russia has made the threat more real. It sold the nuclear power plant at Bushehr to Iran and contracted to sell even more to bring cash into its nuclear industry. As one American diplomat put it, this business is a 'giant hook in Russia's jaw.'" What? Could you repeat that last statement? The American diplomat said, "this business is a 'giant hook in Russia's jaw.'" That's right, the diplomat used a phrase right out of Bible prophecy to describe Russia's current role with Iran.

For over fifteen years I have speculated that the "hook in the jaw" of Gog that God could use to bring a reluctant Russia down upon the land of Israel could be some thing like the following scenario that I articulated to Hal Lindsey on a National television show in 1991 on the day the first Gulf War ended: I could see the Muslims approaching the Russians and telling them that America has set a precedent for an outside power coming into the Middle East to right a perceived wrong. (America has done it again in recent years by going into Afghanistan and Iraq.) On that basis, Russia should help her Muslim friends by leading them in an overwhelming invasion of Israel in order to solve the Middle East Conflict in favor of the Islamic nations. Will this be the "hook in the Jaw" of Gog? Only time will tell. But something is up in the Middle East and Russia appears to have her fingerprints all over things. We know that the Bible predicts just such an alignment and invasion to take place "in the latter years" (Ezek. 38:8).
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The role of Gog, however, is different than that of past invaders such as the Assyrians and Babylonians who had been called the "rods of God's wrath" (cf. Isaiah 10:5). On the one hand Gog's willful decision to invade (verse 11) is based on his own passions (verses 12-13), but on the other hand he is drawn (as with hooks in his jaw, verse 4) in order to make possible a divine demonstration of God's power and intervention for Israel to the nations (verses 21, 23; 39:27) and Israel itself (39:28).   “that they will know that I am the Lord”
Thus, it seems unlikely that this prophecy refers to a past disciplinary action by God where He uses other nations to chastise Israel, as He did with Assyrian against the Northern Kingdom (722 b.c.) and against the Southern Kingdom with the Babylonians (586 b.c.). If such were the case then God would not intervene on behalf of Israel as He does in this passage. When God uses a pagan nation to discipline Israel, He never intervenes to protect Israel during such an invasion.

Weapons Used in verse 4
If the battle takes place in the Tribulation period, the conditions predicted for that time, such as seismic activity, meteor showers, increased solar effects, and other cosmic and terrestrial catastrophes (Matthew 24:7; Revelation 6:12-14; 8:7-12; 16:8-9, 18-21) would so disrupt the environment that present technology depending on satellite and computer-guided systems as well as meteorological stability would utterly fail. Under such conditions most of our modern weapons would be useless and more basic weapons would have to be substituted. At any rate, there is no reason to relegate the text to the past on the basis of supposedly anachronistic language.

LESSON  #14  (2-7-08) 

Prophecies Concerning Israel

1. God employed the 5th cycle of discipline onto the Jews and they would be scattered all over the earth.  This occurred in A.D. 70.
Deuteronomy 28:64-66   "Moreover, the LORD will scatter you among all peoples, from one end of the earth to the other end of the earth; and there you shall serve other gods, wood and stone, which you or your fathers have not known.  65 "And among those nations you shall find no rest, and there shall be no resting place for the sole of your foot; but there the LORD will give you a trembling heart, failing of eyes, and despair of soul.  66 "So your life shall hang in doubt before you; and you shall be in dread night and day, and shall have no assurance of your life.

Daniel 9:26  26 "Then after the sixty-two weeks the Messiah will be cut off and have nothing, and the people of the prince who is to come [the Romans] will destroy the city and the sanctuary.
Luke 21:24  24 and they [the Jews] will fall by the edge of the sword, and will be led captive into all the nations; and Jerusalem will be trampled under foot by the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled. 

2. God would re-gather the Jews from all corners of the earth:

Ezekiel 36:24  24 "For I will take you from the nations, gather you from all the lands, and bring you into your own land.

Ezekiel 37:21-22   "And say to them, 'Thus says the Lord God, "Behold, I will take the sons of Israel from among the nations where they have gone, and I will gather them from every side and bring them into their own land;  22 and I will make them one nation in the land . . .

LESSON  #15  (2-12-08)

2. God would re-gather the Jews from all corners of the earth:

Ezekiel 36:24  24 "For I will take you from the nations, gather you from all the lands, and bring you into your own land.

Ezekiel 37:21-22  "And say to them, 'Thus says the Lord God, "Behold, I will take the sons of Israel from among the nations where they have gone, and I will gather them from every side and bring them into their own land;  22 and I will make them one nation in the land . . .

THE FUTURE OF ISRAEL:
Ezek. 36:1-11 & Amos  9:14-15,  a detailed exposition.
What About Figs and Fig Trees?

Jeremiah 24:1-10

Mark 11:11-14

1. The fig tree loaded with leaves but bearing no spiritual fruit was an illustration of religious Israel who had rejected Christ.  They put up a religious front, an appearance of +R, but they had no fruit, as they were unbelievers.

2. Verse 14, ever again or forever  is a mistranslation. It is from the Greek word aion which is in the singular, and should have been translated a certain period of time. If Aion were in the plural, it would then be translated “forever”such as “aions and aions.”  
3. Christ meant that there would be no fruit from Israel for a certain period of time, not forever.(Rom. 11:25)

4. Mark 11:19-21  The fig tree was withered from the roots up.  It was not completely destroyed, it had the ability to grow again and produce fruit.

Rom  11:1, 11-25, a detailed exposition.

LESSON  #16  (2-14-08)  History of Valentines’  and  Review above passages

Mark 11:19-21;  The fig tree was withered from the roots up.  It was not completely destroyed, it had the ability to grow again and produce fruit.

Rom. 11:17-25

Matt. 24:32-34   God’s timepiece for closing this dispensation is the re-gathering of Israel, Matt. 24:32-34.   

LESSON  #17  (2-19-08)              

THE TIMES OF THE GENTILES
This is certainly the majority view today.

2 Peter 3:3-4  3 First of all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers will come, scoffing and following their own evil desires.  4 They will say, "Where is this 'coming' he promised? Ever since our fathers died, everything goes on as it has since the beginning of creation."

However, we have an important responsibility.

1 Peter 3:15  15 But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect,

The glory of God was present when Solomon dedicated the Temple.

1 Kings 8:10-11  10 When the priests withdrew from the Holy Place, the cloud filled the temple of the LORD.  11 And the priests could not perform their service because of the cloud, for the glory of the LORD filled his temple.

If Solomon or his sons disobeyed the Lord and worshiped idols, God would cut them off from the Land.

1 Kings 9:6-7  6 "But if you or your sons turn away from me and do not observe the commands and decrees I have given you and go off to serve other gods and worship them,  7 then I will cut off Israel from the land I have given them and will reject this temple I have consecrated for my Name. Israel will then become a byword and an object of ridicule among all peoples.

They disobeyed and God removed them from the Land.

Luke 21:24  24 They will fall by the sword and will be taken as prisoners to all the nations. Jerusalem will be trampled on by the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.

The glory of the Lord [Shekinah glory] departed from the Temple.

Ezekiel 11:22-23  22 Then the cherubim, with the wheels beside them, spread their wings, and the glory of the God of Israel was above them.  23 The glory of the LORD went up from within the city and stopped above the mountain east of it.

It will return again in the future.

Ezekiel 43:2. 4-5  2 and I saw the glory of the God of Israel coming from the east. His voice was like the roar of rushing waters, and the land was radiant with his glory.   4 The glory of the LORD entered the temple through the gate facing east.  5 Then the Spirit lifted me up and brought me into the inner court, and the glory of the LORD filled the temple.

God foretold the end of the line of kings descending down from King David.

2 Chronicles 36:20  He [Nebuchadnezzar] carried into exile to Babylon the remnant, who escaped from the sword, and they became servants to him and his sons until the kingdom of Persia came to power. . .

God gave Daniel a vision of a man divided into parts, each part representing a Gentile nation that would one day dominate the world and subjugate the Jews.

Daniel 2:32-33  32 "The head of that statue was made of fine gold, its breast and its arms of silver, its belly and its thighs of bronze,  33 its legs of iron, its feet partly of iron and partly of clay.

After 70 years of captivity as punishment for missing 70 Sabbatical years, God would then use a ruler and even prophesied his name, “Cyrus”, to return the Jews back to the their land.

2 Chronicles 36:22& 23  22 In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, in order to fulfill the word of the LORD spoken by Jeremiah, the LORD moved the heart of Cyrus king of Persia to make a proclamation. . .  23)  'The LORD, the God of heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of the earth, and He has appointed me to build Him a house in Jerusalem, which is in Judah. Whoever there is among you of all His people, may the LORD his God be with him, and let him go up!'"

The times of the Gentiles will continue from Nebuchadnezzar’s conquest of Judah, 586 B.C. until Jesus Christ returns at the 2nd Advent to end the domination of the Gentiles.  Below, Daniel described Nebuchadnezzar’s dream: Jesus Christ is “the stone cut without hands”.

Daniel 2:34-35  34 "You continued looking until a stone was cut out without hands, and it struck the statue on its feet of iron and clay, and crushed them.  35 "Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver and the gold [Gentile nations] were crushed all at the same time, and became like chaff from the summer threshing floors; and the wind carried them away so that not a trace of them was found. But the stone that struck the statue became a great mountain and filled the whole earth [the Millennium].

Jesus foretold the destruction of the Temple and the worldwide Jewish dispersion that would take place in 70 A.D.

Luke 19:43-44  43 "For the days shall come upon you when your enemies will throw up a bank before you, and surround you, and hem you in on every side,  44 and will level you to the ground and your children within you, and they will not leave in you one stone upon another, because you did not recognize the time of your visitation."

Jesus also spoke of the events that will precede the Tribulation.

Matthew 24:5-8  5 "For many will come in My name, saying, 'I am the Christ,' and will mislead many.  6 "And you will be hearing of wars and rumors of wars; see that you are not frightened, for those things must take place, but that is not yet the end.  7 "For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom, and in various places there will be famines and earthquakes.  8 "But all these things are merely the beginning of birth pangs.

Luke 21:24   24 and they will fall by the edge of the sword, and will be led captive into all the nations; and Jerusalem will be trampled under foot by the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled.

We are reassured that the Jews will be re-gathered to their land.

Ezekiel 36:24  24 "For I will take you from the nations, gather you from all the lands, and bring you into your own land.

Jerusalem will become a worldwide problem that could trigger WW III.

Zechariah 12:2-3   2 "Behold, I am going to make Jerusalem a cup that causes reeling to all the peoples around . . .3 "And it will come about in that day that I will make Jerusalem a heavy stone for all the peoples; all who lift it will be severely injured. And all the nations of the earth will be gathered against it.


Prophecies Concerning Israel

LESSON  #18  (2-21-08)

1.   God employed the 5th cycle of discipline onto the Jews and they would be scattered all over the 


earth.  This occurred in A.D. 70.

Deuteronomy 28:64-66   "Moreover, the LORD will scatter you among all peoples, from one end of the earth to the other end of the earth; and there you shall serve other gods, wood and stone, which you or your fathers have not known.  65 "And among those nations you shall find no rest, and there shall be no resting place for the sole of your foot; but there the LORD will give you a trembling heart, failing of eyes, and despair of soul.  66 "So your life shall hang in doubt before you; and you shall be in dread night and day, and shall have no assurance of your life.

Daniel 9:26  26 "Then after the sixty-two weeks the Messiah will be cut off and have nothing, and the people of the prince who is to come [the Romans] will destroy the city and the sanctuary.

Luke 21:24  24 and they [the Jews] will fall by the edge of the sword, and will be led captive into all the nations; and Jerusalem will be trampled under foot by the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled. 

2.   God will re-gather the Jews from all corners of the earth:

Ezekiel 36:24  24 "For I will take you from the nations, gather you from all the lands, and bring you into your own land.

Ezekiel 37:21-22  "And say to them, 'Thus says the Lord God, "Behold, I will take the sons of Israel from among the nations where they have gone, and I will gather them from every side and bring them into their own land;  22 and I will make them one nation in the land . . .

3.   When the Jews returned to Palestine, the land would be desolate:

Ezekiel 38:8  8 "After many days you will be summoned; in the latter years you will come into the land that is restored from the sword, whose inhabitants have been gathered from many nations to the mountains of Israel which had been a continual waste; but its people were brought out from the nations, and they are living securely, all of them.
4.   Returning Israel would have to buy back the land:

Jeremiah 32:40-44  40 "And I will make an everlasting covenant with them that I will not turn away from them, to do them good; and I will put the fear of Me in their hearts so that they will not turn away from Me.  41 "And I will rejoice over them to do them good, and I will faithfully plant them in this land with all My heart and with all My soul.  42 "For thus says the LORD, 'Just as I brought all this great disaster on this people, so I am going to bring on them all the good that I am promising them.  43 'And fields shall be bought in this land of which you say, "It is a desolation, without man or beast; it is given into the hand of the Chaldeans."  44 'Men shall buy fields for money, sign and seal deeds, and call in witnesses in the land of Benjamin, in the environs of Jerusalem . . .
5. 
They would be gathered together in a state of unbelief:
Zephaniah 2:1-2  Gather yourselves together, yes, gather, O nation without shame [that they have rejected their Messiah],  2 Before the decree takes effect-- The day passes like the chaff-- Before the burning anger of the LORD comes upon you [the Tribulation], Before the day of the LORD's anger comes upon you.

Ezekiel 37:8  8 And I looked, and behold, sinews were on them, and flesh grew, and skin covered them; but there was no breath in them [no spiritual life]…

6. 
They will be regathered not as two nations, but as one:
Ezekiel 37:21-22  21 "And say to them, 'Thus says the Lord God, "Behold, I will take the sons of Israel from among the nations where they have gone, and I will gather them from every side and bring them into their own land;  22 and I will make them one nation in the land, on the mountains of Israel; and one king will be king for all of them; and they will no longer be two nations, and they will no longer be divided into two kingdoms.

LESSON  #19  (2-26-08)

7.   The order of their return will be from the East (Mid-east), West (Europe), North (Russia), and South (Ethiopia):

Isaiah 43:5-6  5 "Do not fear, for I am with you; I will bring your offspring from the east, And gather you from the west.  6 "I will say to the north, 'Give them up!' And to the south, 'Do not hold them back.' Bring My sons from afar, And My daughters from the ends of the earth. . .   
8.
Israel would be reborn in a day:

Isaiah 66:7-9   7 "Before she travailed, she brought forth; Before her pain came, she gave birth to a boy.  8 "Who has heard such a thing? Who has seen such things? Can a land be born in one day? Can a nation be brought forth all at once? As soon as Zion travailed, she also brought forth her sons.  9 "Shall I bring to the point of birth, and not give delivery?" says the LORD. "Or shall I who gives delivery shut the womb?" says your God.
9.  The Jews would take the desolate land and make it abundantly prosperous:

Isaiah 35:1 The wilderness and the desert will be glad, And the Arabah will rejoice and blossom; Like the crocus.

Ezekiel 36:35-36   Ezekiel 36:34-35  34 "And the desolate land will be cultivated instead of being a desolation in the sight of everyone who passed by.  35 "And they will say, 'This desolate land has become like the garden of Eden. . .

Hosea 14:5   will be like the dew to Israel; He will blossom like the lily, And he will take root like the cedars of Lebanon.

10.   When Israel was re-gathered back to their land, the cities would be renamed according to Biblical names:

Ezekiel 36:11   'And I will multiply on you man and beast; and they will increase and be fruitful; and I will cause you to be inhabited as you were formerly and will treat you better than at the first. Thus you will know that I am the LORD.

11.   Hebrew would again become the official national language of Israel:

Zephaniah 3:8-9   "Therefore, wait for Me," declares the LORD, "For the day when I rise up to the prey. Indeed, My decision is to gather nations, To assemble kingdoms, To pour out on them My indignation, All My burning anger; For all the earth will be devoured By the fire of My zeal.  9 "For then I will give to the peoples purified lips, That all of them may call on the name of the LORD, To serve Him shoulder to shoulder.
12.  Jerusalem would become an international problem:

Zechariah 12:2-3   "Behold, I am going to make Jerusalem a cup that causes reeling to all the peoples around; and when the siege is against Jerusalem, it will also be against Judah.  3 "And it will come about in that day that I will make Jerusalem a heavy stone for all the peoples; all who lift it will be severely injured. And all the nations of the earth will be gathered against it.

13.   Israel, though small in size and number, would be invincible in war:

Zechariah 12:6   "In that day I will make the clans of Judah like a firepot among pieces of wood and a flaming torch among sheaves, so they will consume on the right hand and on the left all the surrounding peoples, while the inhabitants of Jerusalem again dwell on their own sites in Jerusalem.

14.  Israel would have a democratic form of government with governors when returned to the land:

Zechariah 12:5   And the governors of Judah shall say in their heart, The inhabitants of Jerusalem shall be my strength in the LORD of hosts their God.

15.   Trees would again be plentiful in Israel. When the Jews became a nation in 1948, there were fourteen thousand acres of forested area; today there are over two hundred and fifty thousand acres.

Isaiah 41:19-20  19 "I will put the cedar in the wilderness, The acacia, and the myrtle, and the olive tree; I will place the juniper in the desert, Together with the box tree and the cypress,  20 That they may see and recognize, And consider and gain insight as well, That the hand of the LORD has done this, And the Holy One of Israel has created it.

16. Vultures will return to await the Battle of Armageddon.

Isaiah 34:14-15  14 The wild beasts of the desert shall also meet with the wild beasts of the island, and the satyr shall cry to his fellow; the screech owl also shall rest there, and find for herself a place of rest.  15 There shall the great owl make her nest, and lay, and hatch, and gather under her shadow: there shall the vultures also be gathered, every one with her mate.

Ezekiel 39:17   "And as for you, son of man, thus says the Lord God, 'Speak to every kind of bird and to every beast of the field, "Assemble and come, gather from every side to My sacrifice which I am going to sacrifice for you, as a great sacrifice on the mountains of Israel, that you may eat flesh and drink blood.

17. The Eastern Gate is still shut as prophesied.
BACKGROUND FOR EASTERN GATE

1 Kings 8:10-11   The glory of God appeared at the dedication of the Temple.
1 Kings 9:6-7   God warned them what would happen if they disobeyed Him and worshiped idols.
God would not share His dwelling place, the Temple, with other ”gods,“ and the sanctuary had been polluted with idolatry.  So God was going to use coals to purge His ”holy“ city.  
Ezekiel 10:1-2   Then I looked, and behold, in the expanse that was over the heads of the cherubim something like a sapphire stone, in appearance resembling a throne, appeared above them.  2 And He spoke to the man clothed in linen and said, "Enter between the whirling wheels under the cherubim, and fill your hands with coals of fire from between the cherubim, and scatter them over the city." And he entered in my sight.

God’s judgment as a fire scattered on Jerusalem thus enacted the divine purification of Jerusalem.

2 Kings 25:8-9   8 Now on the seventh day of the fifth month, which was the nineteenth year of King Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard, a servant of the king of Babylon, came to Jerusalem.  9 And he burned the house of the LORD, the king's house, and all the houses of Jerusalem; even every great house he burned with fire.

       The Glory of the Lord departs. 
Ezekiel 10:18  18 Then the glory of the LORD departed from the threshold of the temple. . . 

Ezekiel 11:1 Moreover, the Spirit lifted me up and brought me to the east gate of the LORD's house which faced eastward.
Ezekiel 11:23  23 And the glory of the LORD went up from the midst of the city, and stood over the mountain which is east of the city.

        The Glory of the Lord returns.  
Ezekiel 43:1-4  Then he led me to the gate, the gate facing toward the east;  2 and behold, the glory of the God of Israel was coming from the way of the east. And His voice was like the sound of many waters; and the earth shone with His glory.  3 And it was like the appearance of the vision which I saw, like the vision which I saw when He came to destroy the city.  And the visions were like the vision which I saw by the river Chebar; and I fell on my face.  4 And the glory of the LORD came into the house by the way of the gate facing toward the east.

Palm Sunday  Matthew 21:1  And when they had approached Jerusalem and had come to Bethphage, to the Mount of Olives [on the east side of Jerusalem], then Jesus sent two disciples,

Matthew 21:12   And Jesus entered the temple and cast out all those who were buying and selling in the temple,

About 600 years later, Jesus entered Jerusalem through the East Gate, riding on the back of a donkey. This has been deduced by scholars based upon the account found in the book of Luke, chapter 19:28-48. Moreover, because Mt. Calvary is located outside of the Mercy Gate, we know that the Lord was taken out of the city through this gate on the day he was crucified. Thus the "prince" had "entered by the porch of that gate" and went out "by way of the same", Ezekiel 44:3.  http://www.testimonyofprophecy.com/pr001b.html 

Ezekiel 44:1-2  Then He brought me back by the way of the outer gate of the sanctuary, which faces the east; and it was shut.  2 And the LORD said to me, "This gate shall be shut; it shall not be opened, and no one shall enter by it, for the LORD God of Israel has entered by it; therefore it shall be shut.

Almost 2,000 years after this prophecy was written, the Gate of Mercy was permanently sealed. In the year 1543, Arabs under the direction of Sultan Suleiman “the Magnificent” walled up the gate with block and mortar. It has been permanently shut ever since. God has ordained that the Gate of Mercy in Jerusalem will never be opened until the Prince comes. The fulfillment of this prophecy has proven to be miraculous. Since the time the Gate of Mercy was sealed (in 1543,) it has remained sealed year after year. Throughout all the years of violence, wars, and foreign occupations, this gate has never been opened. The Gate of Mercy continues to be sealed today. It is a testimony to the Word of God.

LESSON  #20  (2-28-08)

Review of The Eastern Gate and The Glory Of The Lord departing through it in history and returning through it in the future.

18.  The Walls of Jerusalem
Isaiah 60:10  10 "And foreigners will build up your walls, And their kings will minister to you; For in My wrath I struck you, And in My favor I have had compassion on you.

The walls of Jerusalem have been rebuilt twice in the city's history:
1.  In the year 444 B.C., about 250 years after Isaiah wrote his prophecy, Jews under the direction of Nehemiah rebuilt the walls of the holy city. Since Jews and not foreigners rebuilt the walls at this time, it may have appeared to some that Isaiah's prophecy had failed.

2. In the 16th century, A.D. under the direction of Sultan Suleiman, “the Magnificent”, the leader of the Ottoman Empire, the Arabs rebuilt Jerusalem's walls between the years 1537 and 1541. These are the same walls that surround the Old City of Jerusalem today.

The Jews preserved the words of Isaiah even though it may have appeared that his prophecy had failed. He predicted that foreigners will rebuild the walls of Jerusalem, yet 200 years later, Jews rebuilt the walls. This reveals that the Bible was not altered to correct what appeared to be a mistake. Jerusalem's walls were destroyed again by the Romans about 600 years after Isaiah wrote this prophecy and then rebuilt by Gentiles 2000 years later. 

19.  Jews turn over the TEMPLE MOUNT to the Arabs (1967).
Ezekiel 44:8    "And you have not kept charge of My holy things yourselves, but you have set foreigners to keep charge of My sanctuary."
20.  Dividing of the Land and Jerusalem

Joel 3:1-2    "For behold, in those days and at that time, When I restore the fortunes of Judah and Jerusalem,  2 I will gather all the nations, And bring them down to the valley of Jehoshaphat. Then I will enter into judgment with them there On behalf of My people and My inheritance, Israel, Whom they have scattered among the nations; And they have divided up My land. 

Zechariah 14:1  Behold, a day is coming for the LORD when the spoil taken from you will be divided among you.  2) For I will gather all the nations against Jerusalem to battle, and the city will be captured, the houses plundered, the women ravished, and half of the city exiled, but the rest of the people will not be cut off from the city.

A “spoil” is something taken as the result of a war. This precisely matches the current history of the Middle East. The Jews did not own the entire city of Jerusalem for almost 2,000 years until 1967, when they took the city as a spoil of the Six Day War.

“I will gather all the nations against Jerusalem” – A global army.  The U.N. forces?
Ezekiel 44:1-2  Then He brought me back by the way of the outer gate of the sanctuary, which faces the east; and it was shut.  2 And the LORD said to me, "This gate shall be shut; it shall not be opened, and no one shall enter by it, for the LORD God of Israel has entered by it; therefore it shall be shut.  

       
21.   The shekel, Israel’s coin that had not been used since the return from Babylonian captivity, was reinstituted by the Israeli government in 1980.  They had been using the British-Palestinian pound.  When Messiah appears, offerings and oblations must be made in shekels.

Ez.45:12-13,16   “And the shekel…is the oblation that you shall offer…all the people of the land shall give this oblation for the prince in Israel.”  
22. The land the Jews would return to would be called “Israel”. Numerous times, God spoke through His prophets about the return of His people to the “land of Israel”.  

Ezekiel 38:18   "And it will come about on that day, when Gog comes against the land of Israel,” declares the Lord God, "that My fury will mount up in My anger.    

When Ezekiel made this prophecy, the Northern Kingdom, called “Israel”, had been destroyed, and the Southern Kingdom was called Judah. No nation at that time was called Israel, and yet God knew there would be a nation once again called “Israel” 2500 years later.                            

(END OF SERIES)







In the year 1543, under the direction of Sultan Suleiman “the Magnificent”, Arabs walled up the gate with block and mortar. Later, a girls’ school was built ON the TEMPLE MOUNT to block the gate from the inside. On top of all that, Muslims BURIED their dead in front of the blocked gate to further ensure that Bible prophecy concerning it would not be fulfilled.








