WHAT IS THE ISSUE IN SALVATION:

Sin     condemnation     FAITH     forgiveness     CONFESSION     FELLOWSHIP

1.    There is only one condition that must be met for eternal life:  Faith Alone In Christ Alone!  Turning from sin or committing one’s life to Christ never saved anyone.

2.    SIN IS NOT THE ISSUE IN SALVATION !  Why?   

John 1:29 -  John said, "Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!

a. Jesus emphasized Himself, not sins, nor the sinner.  He is the issue, the only issue, in salvation.

b. The basis of condemnation is unbelief, not sinfulness, John 3:18, 1 John 2:2, Rev. 20:11-15.
c. Jesus never mentioned sin to Nicodemus in John 3, nor did He tell the woman at the well in John 4 that she must confess, feel sorry for, or repent of her sins to be saved.
d. The words repent and repentance aren’t even found in John’s Gospel.
3.    Jesus never told anyone that they must commit their lives to Him to be saved.  He is the one who made the commitment to go to the cross and to give eternal life to anyone who would accept his sacrifice for them, John 6:47.
4.    If God did not completely take care of all personal sins on the cross, then why aren’t sins mentioned at the JSC or the GWT?

5.    What about John 8:24?  I   [Christ]  said therefore to you [unbelievers],  that you shall die in your sins; for unless you believe that I am He  [the Messiah],  you shall die in your sins.  
Was Christ telling these unbelievers that He did not die for their sins, so they would be held accountable for them when they died?

6.   Christ was condemned for the sins of the entire world.  Therefore, the penalty for all personal sins, past, present, and future was paid in full.  No one is condemned for their sins. Law of double jeopardy. 

7.   So sins were paid for on the cross, but they were not forgiven on the cross.  When are they forgiven?

8.   When a person believes in Christ, all the sins he ever committed up to that point are forgiven, Col. 2:13.  Any sin he commits after that puts him out of fellowship with God and is forgiven when he confesses it to God, 1 John 1:9.

9.   The unbelievers in John 8:24 would die in their sins because their sins were never forgiven. They were never forgiven because they refused to believe in Christ, so they never had a relationship with God.  

10.    Forgiveness is a fellowship issue.   Condemnation is a judicial issue.

a. Unbelievers are condemned for rejecting Christ, not because of their sins or because their sins weren’t forgiven.  Why? 

b. The cross is a judicial issue. Only innocence or guilt is relevant. Forgiveness is never an issue in judicial cases. 

c.   Sins must be forgiven in order to establish a relationship with God, and forgiveness is based on faith in Christ.            No Faith, No Forgiveness.     No Forgiveness, No Relationship.     No Relationship, No Fellowship.

d.   a relationship is established with God, and fellowship begins with Him the moment someone believes in Christ because all the personal sins they committed are forgiven.     

e. Post-salvation sins break that fellowship with God but are forgiven when we acknowledge those sins to Him and then, fellowship with Him is once again restored.  

f. Believers who do not confess their sins forfeit their fellowship with God even though they are still God’s children.  Like recalcitrant children, they are estranged from their parents because they refuse to take responsibility for their bad attitude or behavior.

g. Many believers who believe all sins, past, present, and future, were forgiven on the cross, believe confession of sins is not necessary since they have already been forgiven. 

h. These believers are confused in thinking that 1 John 1:9 refers to eternal salvation rather than the giving us God’s way we of restoring and continuing our fellowship with Him. The entire first chapter is addressed to believers and is about fellowship with God and therefore, with one another.  
