GOD’S MESSAGE IN THE STARS

“The heavens declare the glory of God…” Psalm 19:1

STARS #1  (9-8-13)
If you stick around for the entire “Star Series”, this verse will take on a whole new meaning for you.
I want to start by explaining:

WHAT THE STAR SERIES IS NOT ABOUT.  It is not about ASTROLOGY !
Astrology is the study of the sun, moon, planets, and stars in an attempt to predict the future by analyzing the movement of these heavenly bodies. Some believe they influence individuals and the course of human events.

Although the word “astrology” does not appear in the Bible, the word “astrologers” does. The prophet Isaiah taunted the Babylonians to go to the powerless astrologers, the stargazers, and monthly prognosticators, for deliverance from God’s wrath. 

PP  Isaiah 47:11-13    But evil will come on you which you will not know how to charm away; and disaster will fall on you for which you cannot atone, and destruction about which you do not know will come on you suddenly.  12) "Stand fast now in your spells and in your many sorceries with which you have labored from your youth; perhaps you will be able to profit, perhaps you may cause trembling.  13) "You are wearied with your many counsels; let now the astrologers, those who prophesy by the stars, those who predict by the new moons, stand up and save you from what will come upon you.
The word “astrologers” is found eight times in the book of Daniel. 

They are associated with “magicians”, “sorcerers”, and “soothsayers”. 
Astrology is a Satanic counterfeit to God’s true message in the stars. 
To biblical writers, going to the stars for guidance was the same as idolatry. 

PP  Deuteronomy 4:19   When you look up to the sky and see the sun, moon, and stars—the whole heavenly creation—you must not be seduced to worship and serve them, for the Lord your God has assigned them to all the people of the world.

PP  Any Israelite who served or worshiped the sun, moon, or stars was condemned to death under the Mosaic Law, Deut. 17:2-4.

Satan tries to encourage people and go to the stars, the creation, rather than to God, the Creator, to worship and for guidance. It is God who created our universe and who controls every aspect of it. We are to put our trust in Him, not in the stars for help and guidance.

IS THERE REALLY A MESSAGE FROM GOD IN THE STARS?  

People don’t pay too much attention to the stars these days. I’m talking about the stars in the sky, not the stars in Hollywood. Hardly a day goes by that we don’t hear about Hollywood stars, but the stars over our heads go pretty much unnoticed.
Most people today live in cities, and even on a clear night, they can only see a few stars. It hasn’t always been that way. A mere 100 years ago, most people were still using oil lamps to light their homes. There was essentially no light pollution, people sat out on their porches in the evening more, and so they were more aware of the quietness, beauty and serenity of the stars back then.
When you are in a place where you can see the stars clearly, what do you see?  A multitude of them, and they’re a beautiful sight, but can you read anything intelligible in their design? They seem to be randomly scattered over the face of the sky. There doesn’t appear to be any order or arrangement to them whatsoever. But the Bible says that they contain a message!
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PP  Romans 10:13-18  … for "Whoever will call upon the name of the LORD will be saved."  14) How then shall they call upon Him in whom they have not believed? And how shall they believe in Him whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher?  15) And how shall they preach unless they are sent? Just as it is written, "How beautiful are the feet of those who bring glad tidings of good things!"  16) However, they did not all heed the glad tidings; for Isaiah says, "LORD, who has believed our report?"  17) So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ.  18) But I say, surely they have never heard, have they? Indeed they have; PP "Their voice has gone out into all the earth, and their words to the ends of the world."
Paul was expressing an excuse people used to dodge accountability for rejecting the gospel. 

14) “How shall they believe in Him whom they have not heard?” 
He responds by saying, 
16) “they did not all heed the glad tidings;”  They had to hear glad tidings to reject them. 

He agrees that hearing is essential 17) “faith comes from hearing” . 
Then he once again expresses the unbeliever’s excuse, 
18) “surely they have never heard, have they?”
Then he answers their question in an assertive dogmatic way, “Indeed they have.” 
Now this is where it starts to get very interesting. 
Where did they hear the glad tidings; from where did they get God’s message? 
Paul answered the question by quoting a scripture from Psalm 19. 

Psalm 19:1  The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament shows His handiwork.

Declare, Heb. KAFAR; is a word denoting communication. It means to declare, show forth, number, write, or speak

Shows,  Heb. NAGAD, translates as “tell” 222 times, “declare” 63 times, and “show” , 59 times, 

Psalm 97:6   The heavens declare His righteousness, and all the peoples have seen His glory.

Psalm 89:5   The heavens will praise Your wonders, O Lord …
Psalm 19:2   Day to day utters speech, and night to night reveals knowledge. 

Speech,  Heb. AMAR, translated “speak” 179 times in the O.T.

Reveals,  Heb. CHAVAH;  to tell, declare, show, make known. Another way of saying “reveals knowledge” is “delivers a message”.
Psalm 19:3   There is no speech, nor are there words; their voice is not heard.  

The stars do not speak to us audibly, but they carry a message; they are telling us something.

Psalm 19:4    Their line has gone out through all the earth, and their utterances to the end of the world. In them He has placed a tent for the sun…
Line,  Heb. KAV; line, measuring-line. The RSV, ESV, NET, and NIV Bibles translates this word as “voice”. 
When a guy tries to engage a girl in conversation by trying to impress her, what do we call it? 
He is giving her a _______?

Utterances, Heb. MILLAH;  translated as “word” and “speech” as well.

Psalm 19 is divided into two parts. The first six verses deal with the heavens and the next seven verses deal with the Word of God. Both parts harmonize perfectly, presenting the twofold revelation of God to man. The first part uses sign language and the second uses words.
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What glory was David talking about when he wrote these words?  He knew nothing of the immensity of space, nothing about light years, pulsars, or super novae. He never saw the rings around Saturn, the giant red spot on Jupiter, the smoke Ring Nebula, or galaxies. These astronomical images show forth God’s handwork, verse 1, and His magnificent creative ability, but they had nothing to do with the glory David wrote about. He didn’t have a telescope so he wasn’t aware of such things. Therefore, the glory he referred to had to be something other than the astronomical facts and images that are known to us today.

But David knew facts about the stars that many people don’t know:
· He knew that God made the stars. 
Genesis 1:1   In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.
Genesis 1:16   God made the two great lights, the greater light to govern the day, and the lesser light to govern the night; He made the stars also.

Psalm 89:11   The heavens are Yours, the earth also is Yours; the world and all it contains, You have founded them.
· He knew that it was God, not chance, that set them in their specific places and keeps track of them. 

Isaiah 40:26a   Lift up your eyes on high and see who has created these stars, the One who leads forth their host by number…
· He knew that God gave names to every one of the stars which are innumerable. 
Psalm 147:4   He counts the number of the stars; He gives names to all of them.

Isaiah 40:26b  … He calls them all by name, by the greatness of His might and the strength of His power; not one is missing.
· He knew the names of many stars and their meaning. 
· He knew that God gave the stars specific names and placed them in specific places for a purpose.
· He knew that God has a message in the stars and he knew what it meant. 

Verse 4   Their voice has gone out through all the earth, and their utterances to the end of the world. 

HOW DO STARS COMMUNICATE? 

When they can’t speak, how do they communicate a message that the entire world can understand? 
ANSWER:  Through PICTURES, IMAGES, SIGNS. 
The stars are aligned together into groups called constellations which form pictures, images, and signs. Pictures or signs speak a universal language that everyone can understand.

PP Genesis 1:14   Then God said, "Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens to separate the day from the night, and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years…
This verse reveals two purposes for the heavens: “days and years” clearly denotes the use of astronomical bodies for measuring time. The other purpose is associated with “signs and for seasons”.
Signs, Heb. OTH; convey information:  

1)  A military ensign, and especially that of each particular tribe,  
2)  It can refer to a sign of something past which serves to keep something in memory; hence a memorial, or monument. 
3)  A sign of something future; a portent.    

THE STARS ARE SIGNS in their constellations for our instruction, enjoyment, and blessing. However, those who believe the lies of astrology are sometimes fearful of star images.
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Jeremiah 10:2   Thus says the LORD, "Do not learn the way of the nations, and do not be terrified by the signs of the heavens although the nations are terrified by them…
The sign was a mark of something other than itself. PP For example: 
The image of a skull and crossbones is not deadly itself but it represents something that is.
Signs can communicate without using words. PP


The Scriptures contain the complete, accurate, and final revelation of God to man. God’s message in the stars does not add to the Scriptures nor does it contradict them. Indeed, it verifies them. 

It is encouraging and exciting to realize that the same biblical message in the Bible is also found in the names of the stars and in the images they form.

Those who lived before writing became widely used during the approximate two thousand years of human history were not deprived of a way to learn about God and His wonderful plan and promises. Every evening around dusk, the first star that appeared announced the beginning of the spectacular nightly production by the Creator shown on the stage of our immense sky. 

PP  Psalm 89:37   It  [God’s covenant]  shall be established forever like the moon, and the witness in the sky is faithful.

STARS #2  (9-15-13)

In most constellations, you can’t tell what the image of the constellation is by the configuration of the stars that form it.  PP 
Stars’ names relate directly to the images that the constellations form and those images convey the same message as the Bible. 


The meaning of the names of the stars have not changed nor has the location and configuration of the constellations. PP
NAMES OF THE STARS

“Cultures as diverse as those of the Chinese, the Babylonians, the Egyptians, the Greeks, the Romans, and the Sumerians, to name a few, all had firsthand knowledge concerning the constellations. And yet, all these ancient, widely dispersed societies recognized the same twelve constellations, and all their names and for them meant the same thing. In fact, each culture has pictured each of these twelve constellations in ways too similar to have come about by accident. Such pictures include universal images of snakes, kings, and great men and women.” 
John Klein, Anatomy of the Heavens, God’s Message in the Stars, Covenant Research Institute, 2013, p. 89

“This uniformity of the constellation “pictures”, being agreed on in this same fashion in ancient cultures all over the world, is truly remarkable. At a minimum this suggests that these ancient versions of what the constellations represent pictorially, which have persisted throughout the centuries, all had a common source.”  Ibid p. 90
“… ancient ideas associated with the constellations are not manmade. How could uniformly recognized constellations that did not correlate visually with their starry backgrounds be invented in all these different societies? And at the same time be given similar names?”  Ibid
So who or what is the source behind the constellations and the stars that form them?  
This would be a good time to remind you that God allowed Adam to name the animals, Gen. 2:19, but He left the more important job of naming the stars to Himself because of their prophetic significance.
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Isaiah 40:26   Lift up your eyes on high, and see Who has created these things, Who brings out their host by number; He calls them all by name, by the greatness of His might and the strength of His power; not one is missing.  PP
Since God created the stars and named them, He is the source behind the pictorial messages that the constellations convey. The truth of His message does not change over time nor from culture to culture. We should expect His message in the stars to be consistent with His message in the Bible. We will see that they not only complement each other, they are indeed one and the same.

It stands to reason that Jesus Christ taught Adam about His message in the stars and pointed out the figures in the constellations and taught him the names of the stars as well. Adam would pass along what he learned about the stars on to his progeny. At the Tower of Babel the names of stars and constellations would be spoken in different languages but they still meant the same thing. 

“During the time of the “Dark Ages”, the Arabs were the keepers and developers of ancient Greek astronomy. When the Europeans rediscovered astronomy during the late Middle Ages, it was often by way of Arabic translations of the Greek texts.”   Chet Ramo, 365 Starry Nights, Prentice-Hall, 1982, p. 4

Most stars today are known by their Arabic names.

“The Alexandrian astronomer, Ptolemy, drew up a catalog of stars in AD 137 in which he described 48 constellations, but the earliest complete description of the 48 constellations is in the poem Phaenomina by Aratus, which was written about 270 BC. The Apostle Paul quotes from this poem in his sermon on Mars Hill in Athens (Acts 17:27-28).”  

Stewart Custer, The Stars Speak, PJU Press, p. 17
“Clearly, Paul was quite familiar with Aratus’s poem on the constellations. Aratus, however, did not discover the constellations. As early as 1,000 BC Homer could refer to these 48 constel-lations as well-known and needing no explanation.”   Ibid p. 18
“The constellations and their associated traditions are themselves, in their original, from the very same prophetic spirit whence the Sacred Scriptures have come, and that they are of a piece with the biblical records in the system of God’s universal enunciations of the Christ.” 
Ibid p. 6
“Over 3,000 years ago the ancient Babylonian astronomers were making careful records of their observations of the paths of the planets and the rising and setting of the sun, moon, and stars. Their ancient records, written on clay tablets, have been discovered by archaeologists, and these Babylonian observations look very much like the tables found in a modern nautical almanac.”   Stewart Custer, The Stars Speak, PJU Press, p. 41
“E. Walter Maunder, the former head of the Greewich Observatory in England, made some interesting calculations about the 48 ancient constellations [concluding … the 48 constellations were probably named as early as 2,700 BC.” Of course the constellations are the oldest of them all and may go back well beyond 3,000 BC.”  Stewart Custer, The Stars Speak, PJU Press, p. 24
In the Egyptian temple of Dendera, which dates only from the Hellenistic Period, archaeologists found a circular zodiac … the Egyptians were observing the stars before 4,300 BC. Of course, this date goes back beyond recorded history, and such traditions cannot be proved. 

“It would not be strange if, before any part of the Bible was recorded, the ancient patriarchs found in the constellations signs to embody their oldest truths.”  Ibid p. 27
Now I must address what the zodiac is and why 48 constellations are so important. 
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Job 38:31-32   Can you bind the cluster of the Pleiades, or loose the belt of Orion? 32) Can you bring out Mazzaroth in its season? Or can you guide the Great Bear with its cubs? PP
WHAT IS THE MAZZAROTH?  

It is the band of sky that the sun, moon, and planets travel on in their apparent path around the earth. PP
“The Zodiac is a band that follows the apparent orbit of the sun around the earth, consisting of 12 equal segments of 30 degrees of space, each containing a sign or constellation. Merrill Unger interprets Mazzaroth as “the twelve sings of the Zodiac.” 
Merill E. Unger, The New Unger’s Bible Dictionary, R.K Harrison, Moody Press, 1988, p. 828

The Zodiac spans eight or nine degrees of the line of the sun’s apparent course. The moon makes 12 complete revolutions while making one complete trip around the Zodiac. So the great circle is divided into 12 parts, each consisting of 30 degree sections. The word “Zodiac” comes from the primitive root ZOAD, meaning a walk, or going by steps.
“The learned author of Mazzaroth was correct in saying that from the latent significance of the names and emblems of the ancient astronomy “we may learn the all-important fact that God has spoken, that He gave to the earliest of mankind a revelation equally important to the latest, even those very truths afterward written, for our admonition.” 
Joseph A. Seiss, The Gospel in the Stars, Kregel Publications, 1972, p. 12

The Book of Job is believed to be the oldest book in the Bible. The writer probably lived before Abraham and the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah.

“In the time of Job, the heavens were already charted and arranged astronomically. The Zodiac existed, with constellations and stars contained therein, named; the figures drawn and recorded.”  E. Ramond Capt, The Glory of the Stars, Artisan Sales, 1976, p. 27
Our God is omnipotent and is certainly able to preserve the names that He gave to the stars. 

Job mentions the Bear, Orion, and the Pleiades. 

Job 9:9   Who makes the Bear, Orion, and the Pleiades, and the chambers of the south;

The Pleiades refers to a beautiful star cluster. Guess what we call it today? The Pleiades. PP
The Big Dipper is actually part of a larger constellation called the Big Bear.

Today, what do we call the constellation that Job called “Orion”?  Orion.

We also see these names in the book of Amos.

Amos 5:8-9  He who made the Pleiades and Orion and changes deep darkness into morning, Who also darkens day into night, Who calls for the waters of the sea and pours them out on the surface of the earth, the LORD is His name.  

Here is a list of star names and meanings of the brightest 24 stars. PP
STARS #3  (9-22-13)

Where are we?
What is our location? PP
Street?  
3150 William B. Travis Lane

City? 
Brenham

County?  
Washington

State?  
Texas

Country?  
USA

Continent?  
North America

Planet? 
Earth

Galaxy? 
Milky Way PP

SIZE OF PLANETS PP
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SIZE OF STARS and planets, as well as facts on the sun. PP
If we are to understand God’s message in the stars, we need to know some general information about the stars. Let’s start with their size. 
Psalm 148:3    Praise Him, sun and moon; praise Him, all you stars of light!

NUMBER OF STARS

How many stars are there?
Jeremiah 33:22   As the host of heaven cannot be counted and the sand of the sea cannot be measured, so I will multiply the descendants of David My servant …

Jeremiah 31:37   Thus says the LORD, "If the heavens above can be measured And the foundations of the earth searched out below, Then I will also cast off all the offspring of Israel For all that they have done," declares the LORD.

Isaiah 40:25-26   To whom then will you liken Me That I would be his equal?" says the Holy One.  26) Lift up your eyes on high And see who has created these stars, The One who leads forth their host by number, He calls them all by name; Because of the greatness of His might and the strength of His power, Not one of them is missing.

Genesis 15:5   And He took him outside and said, "Now look toward the heavens, and count the stars, if you are able to count them." And He said to him, "So shall your descendants be."

There are so many stars in space that the night sky could show solid stars from horizon to horizon. The fact that we see mostly dark sky shows the immense effect of all the dust and gas in space.

DISTANCE OF STARS 
The distance of stellular space is measured in time rather than miles. We do that sometimes, when a person asks,How far is Austin from Brenham, we might say “Oh, about an hour and a half. 

In 1995 a Concorde jet broke the world record when it flew around the world 22,858 miles in 31 hrs. 27 minutes. Light travels 6 times that distance in one second.It travels at 186,000 per second.

The nearest star to us is the sun, 93 million miles away. How far is the next nearest star to us? How much further is it away from us than our sun? 

300,000 times further than the sun. That is 4.326 light years away.

If a ball was shot from a cannon moving at the rate of 500 miles an hour, how long would it take to reach the nearest star to us? 13 million years!Joseph Seiss, The Gospel in the Stars, Kregel Pub. 1972, p. 10

If we could shrink the Sun down to the size of a ping pong ball, the earth would be the size of a grain of salt 13 feet away, Sirius, (8.8 Lt. Years away) would be 1,400 miles away. 

Our Milky Way Galaxy is 100,000 light years in diameter. One of the closest galaxies to us is the Andromeda galaxy that is considered to be in our neighborhood. Do you know how many light years away it is? 2,000,000 light years away! It is the only galaxy you can see with the naked eye.Galaxy PP
The sun moves around the center of the Milky Way at a rate of about 43,200 miles per hour. How long would it take to make one complete revolution around it? It would take 18,000,000 years.

There are hundreds of billions of other galaxies beyond those in neighborhood.

God has created a universe so immense that it leaves us speechless. 
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Psalm 8:3-4  When I consider Your heavens, the work of Your fingers, The moon and the stars, which You have ordained;  4 What is man that You take thought of him, And the son of man that You care for him?
The stars are moving at tremendous speeds in various directions. Arcturus for example is within our galaxy and moves at a speed of 270,000 miles per hour, and yet it would take around 50 thousand years for it to move ¼ of an inch in the sky from our perspective.

HOW STARLIGHT GETS TO US FROM MILLIONS OF LIGHT YRS AWAY

How can that be if the earth is less than eight thousands of years old?

Assumption 1:  The vast distances assigned to the stars are real. The stars could have been much closer when they were first created so their light could get to earth much sooner. 

Assumption 2:  We know for certain how light travels in deep space. To insist on this would seem rather presumptuous. We don’t really know how light travels millions of light years away from us.

Assumption 3:  Light has always traveled at the same speed throughout the history of the universe. We have no way of knowing this.

Assumption 4:  The universe could not have been created "fully functioning," with people on earth seeing stars with the light already arriving from the beginning. This assumes that God is not a God of infinite power, and so is the most presumptuous of all. Biblical creation by definition is a miracle, using processes which are not now in operation. God is not dependent on the physical laws which we observe in the present, since He instituted these Himself. To say that God could not have created a universe which was both large and very young is thus challenging the very nature of God as revealed in His word, not just challenging the fact of recent creation as revealed therein.  

Assumption 5:  The earth is less than eight thousand years old. 

The Blue Dot picture. PP
THE DIFFERENCE IN STARS

Brightness

Some stars are much brighter than others. Some that are not very bright from our perspective are actually much brighter than our sun. It is their tremendous distance from us that make them harder to see. The star Deneb for instance, located in the Cygnus constellation is 60,000 times brighter than our sun.

Color

The temperature, size, and distance determine the brightness of a star.

They vary in color. Some have a distinct color of red, ruddy colored, and rose. Others are blue, yellow, greenish and topaz colored. Even the white stars show chromatic variations. PP
Density

Some stars have density lighter than air while others, like white dwarfs, have unbelievable density. Their density is so great that one teaspoon full of their Tmaterial would weigh several tons.

Astronomers can tell you what constellation a star is in, the size of a star, if it is increasing or decreasing in size, how far it is from earth, what direction it is moving, how fast it’s moving, it’s temperature, if it’s getting hotter or colder, what it is made out of, what it’s density is, if it is a double star, or a variable star, what color it is, how bright it is, if it’s in a galaxy, if it is in a nebula, and a complete history on it.

STARS #4   (9-29-13)

Last Sunday, we recognized the difference in the size of the sun compared to the planets. 

We compared the difference between the size, number, distance between the stars. 
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1 light year = 4 trillion miles
Applying that rate to paying off our national debt, paying $1 million every 5.5 seconds, $1 billion every hour and a half, it would take about 4 ½ years to pay off our $17 trillion debt. 22 years if you include Social Security & Medicare.

We also noted the different characteristics of the stars in color, density, speed, direction, 

We saw beautiful pictures of galaxies, global clusters, and nebulas. All of this helps us to recognize how absolutely awesome our God is.

Moses wrote the Torah around 1,500 BC. What about all the people who lived before then? How did they find out about the gospel and Jesus Christ? Was it only through word of mouth passed on from person to person?  No, we are finding out that God’s message to mankind has been written it the stars this entire time.

Luke 1:70   “Blessed is the Lord God of Israel, for He has visited and redeemed His people, 69 And has raised up a horn of salvation for us In the house of His servant David, 70) As He spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets, Who have been since the world began… ” (NKJV)
Since, APO, since or from, the world began, AION; a long period of time, without referring to a beginning or an end; time immemorial.
Our God’s phenomenal plan of redemption for mankind existed before He created anything. When He created the stars, named them, and placed them in their specific places, they became “holy prophets” who would communicate the good news of Christ’s victory over sin towards our salvation.

The 12 constellations in the Zodiac tells a story, but they are arranged in a circle, so where does the story begin? PP
The Zodiac of Dendereh is over 2,000 years old and is found in the Temple of Esneh in Egypt on the ceiling of the portico. It has a picture of the Sphinx between the constellation of Virgo, the virgin and Leo, the lion. The virgin represents Jesus Christ’s virgin birth and the lion represents Christ returning to earth as the Lion of Judah at the Second Coming. The Sphinx is an image that is made up of a body of a lion and the head of a woman. PP  Many scholars believe that it confirms the starting point of God’s message in the stars and its ending point which solves the “riddle” of the sphinx.
Of course starting with the constellation of Virgo also harmonizes with the narrative found in the Bible.
Psalm 148:3   Praise Him, sun and moon; praise Him, all you stars of light!

THE CURTON IS GOING UP ON THE BIGGEST STORY IN THE UNIVERSE PP
GOD’S THREE-ACT PLAY IN THE SKY PP
[You may want to print out the next 2 pages to refer to throughout this study]  
Jesus Christ is the Master Theme of the Written Word and the Stellar Revelation

ACT 1:  THE REDEEMER PROMISED     Christ delivers man from the PENALTY of sin
 1.  VIRGO:  The Seed of the Woman,  Christ the Incarnate Man  

(1)  COMA    

The Desire of the Nations

(2)  CENTAURUS  
The Dual Natured Centaur

(3)  BOOTES  
The Exalted Shepherd and Harvester
2.  LIBRA:      The Scales and the Required Price Paid,  Christ the Redeemer

(1)  CRUX  

The Cross to be Endured

(2)  LUPUS  

The Slain Victim

(3)  CORONA  
The Crown Purchased
3.  SCORPIO:    The Mortal Conflict, Christ the Sufferer
      
(1)  SERPENS  
The Serpent Struggles w/ the Seed of the Women

(2)  OPHIUCHUS 
The Mighty One Handles the Serpent

(3)  HERCULES   
The Mighty Man Humbled Yet Victorious
4. SAGITTARIUS:  The Archer with a Drawn Bow, The Final Triumph, Christ the Conqueror

(1)  LYRA  

The Harp or Lyre of Gladness 

(2)  ARA   

The Fire of Judgment

(3)  DRACO   
The Dragon Cast Down 

ACT 2:  THE REDEEMER’S PEOPLE     Christ delivers man from the POWER of sin
5.  CAPRICORNUS: The Sea Goat, Life Out of Death, Christ the Sacrifice

(1)  SAGATTA   
The Arrow of God

(2)  AQUILA  
The Falling Eagle 

(3)  DELPHINUS  
Springing Up In Resurrection From Death
6.  AQUARIUS:   The Water of Life Blessing Poured Out on the Redeemed, Christ the Living Water

(1)  PISCIS  

Drink In Heavenly Food

(2)  PEGASUS 
The Winged Horse and the Return of the Redeemer

(3)  CYGNUS
The Swan and the Return of the Redeemer
7.  PISCES:     Deliverance Out of Bondage, Christ the Liberator
      
(1)  THE BAND
Upheld and Governed by the Lamb

(2)  ANDROMEDA 
The Intended Bride Bound and Afflicted 

(3)  CEPHEUS   
The Crowned King
8.  ARIES :   Glory Out of Humiliation,  Christ the Crowned Lamb

(1)  CASSIOPEIA
The Bride Released and Made Ready

(2)  CEUTUS  
The Great Sea Monster Bound

(3)  PERSEUS  
The Mighty Deliverer  

ACT 3:  THE REDEMPTION COMPLETED  Christ delivers man from the PRESENCE of sin
9.  TARUS:   The Bull, the Invincible Ruler Comes;  Christ the Judge

(1)  ORION   

The Prince of Glory Triumphs 

(2)  ERIDANUS  
The River of Fire and Judgment

(3)  AURIGA  
The All Ruling Shepherd
10.  GEMINI :  The Twins, the Coming of the Prince Ruler on Earth and Savior,  Christ the King


(1)  LEPUS  
The Enemy Trodden Underfoot


(2)  CANIS Major 
The Prince Coming in Glory


(3)  CANIS MINOR
The Coming Redeemer
11.  CANCER:  The Possession Secured, Christ the Protector
      
(1)  URSA MINOR  
The Sheepfold


(2)  URSA MAJOR  
The Assembled Flock 


(3)  ARGO  

The Ship in Harbor, Travelers Safely Home
12.  LEO:  The Lion, the King Triumphant, Christ the Victor 

(1)  HYDRA  

The Serpent Destroyed

(2)  CRATER  
The Wrath of God Poured Out 

(3)  CORVUS 
The Raven, the Carcass Devoured 
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       “THE VIRGIN”,   Christ the Incarnate Man
                   MAJOR  CONSTELLATION,   SCENE 1
The O.T. prophecies told of the Savior who would be born of a virgin. 
Isaiah 7:14   Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: behold, a virgin will be with child and bear a son, and she will call His name Immanuel.

The N.T. starts with the story of Mary, a virgin, who would give birth to the Messiah, the Savior, He would be the seed of the woman spoken of in Gen. 3:15.

Matthew 1:23  "… behold, the virgin shall be with child and shall bear a son, and they shall call His name ‘Emmanuel’, which translated means, ’God with us.’ "

Matthew 1:25   … but  [Joseph]  kept her a virgin until she gave birth to a Son; and he called His name Jesus.

We know that the Savior would have to be born of a virgin to be qualified to take on the sins of the world. If He had a human father, he would have an old sin nature which would disqualify Him from being a pure, uncontaminated, unsinful or perfect sacrifice.

In terms of area, Virgo is the second largest constellation in the sky. 

Virgo is Latin for Virgin. To the Egyptians, she was known as Isis, the wife of Osirus, and was called “Aspolia” which means “the seed”, confirming the connection between the virgin and her son.

She holds a branch in her right hand and ears of wheat in her left hand. 

The names of the stars in Virgo amplify its basic meaning:

STAR: SPICA  is by far the brightest STAR in Virgo, is thousands of times more luminous than our sun, and is several hundred light years away. The name means “seed”.
This Seed is none other than the seed of the woman!

Genesis 3:15   And I  [God]  will put enmity between you  [Satan]  and the woman  [Eve], and between your seed  [unregenerate man] and her seed  [Jesus Christ]; He [Christ]  shall bruise [crush] you  [Satan] on the head  [Lake of Fire] , and you [Satan] hall bruise him on the heel  [the cross]."

Notice: Salvation is promised before judgment is pronounced on the woman or the man. 
This is the principle that is found throughout the Bible: grace always precedes judgment. 
God never judges the human race without first of all offering the opportunity of grace, and remember that judgment is always the alternative to grace. In effect, judgment is the result of rejecting grace. The principle behind this is that man is always given a chance by God, and any man who is judged by God has it coming to him!
The “Seed of the Woman” is the first title for Jesus Christ given to the human race. The first announcement of salvation emphasizes the virgin birth. 

She is a virgin, yet she produces and holds forth a Seed contemplated as being far greater than herself. Christ referred to Himself as a seed of wheat that needed to fall to the ground and die in order to bring forth life.
John 12:23-24   And Jesus answered them, saying, "The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified.  24) "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 
STARS #5  (10-6-13)  
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STAR:  VINDERMIATRIX  means “The branch who cometh”, found in the right hand of the virgin.  

JESUS CHRIST is called “the branch” in several scriptures.

Zechariah 3:8 … I am going to bring in My servant the Branch.

Who is the servant?

Isaiah 42:1   Behold, My Servant, whom I uphold; My chosen one in whom My soul delights. I have put My Spirit upon Him; He will bring forth justice to the nations.

Isaiah 11:1-4  There shall come forth a Rod from the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots.  2) The Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon Him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, The Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the 
LORD.  3) His delight is in the fear of the LORD, and He shall not judge by the sight of His eyes, nor decide by the hearing of His ears;  4) But with righteousness He shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; He shall strike the earth with the rod of His mouth, and with the breath of His lips He shall slay the wicked.

Isaiah 4:2   In that day the Branch of the LORD will be beautiful and glorious, and the fruit of the earth will be the pride and the adornment of the survivors of Israel.

Jeremiah 23:5   Behold, the days are coming," declares the LORD, "When I will raise up for David a righteous Branch; and He will reign as king and act wisely and do justice and righteousness in the land.

The language of these prophecies is identical to the symbols in Virgo.

Notice what the people were doing when Jesus road into Jerusalem on a donkey on the day known as “Palm Sunday”.  

Matthew 21:6-8  The disciples went and did just as Jesus had instructed them,  7) and brought the donkey and the colt, and laid their coats on them; and He sat on the coats.  8) Most of the crowd spread their coats in the road, and others were cutting branches from the trees and spreading them in the road.

John 12:12-13   On the next day the large crowd who had come to the feast, when they heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem,  13) took the branches of the palm trees and went out to meet Him, and began to shout, "Hosanna! BLESSED IS HE WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD, even the King of Israel."

She is shown in a horizontal position to depict a helpless, fallen state. It is what she holds in her hands, the Branch and Seed, representing a savior in WHOM lies the only hope for a fallen humanity, including herself, to have an acceptable standing before our righteous God.

In a broader prophetic sense, Virgo represents “the virgin, the daughter of Zion” which is another name for Israel. Israel is often spoken of as the figure of a woman, the “wife” of Jehovah, or the “virgin” of Zion”.

Jeremiah 14:17   You will say this word to them, 'Let my eyes flow down with tears night and day, and let them not cease; for the virgin daughter of my people has been crushed with a mighty blow, with a sorely infected wound.’
Jeremiah 18:13   Therefore thus says the LORD, 'Ask now among the nations, who ever heard the like of this? The virgin of Israel has done a most appalling thing.’
Amos 5:1-2   Hear this word which I take up for you as a dirge, O house of Israel:  2) She has fallen, she will not rise again-- the virgin Israel. She lies neglected on her land; there is none to raise her up.
                      “The Desired One”,  DECAN CONSTELLATION  
      STARS SERIES, pg. 12
Most modern star charts call this constellation Coma Berenice (Berenice’s hair). It is based on the ancient name that was changed to commemorate a mythological story. In antiquity, the constellation Coma was a picture of a woman with her child. In Hebrew. Coma means “The Desired One” and in ancient Egypt the name was Shes-nu “the Desired Son”.
The Egyptian temple of Dendereh shows Coma as a seated woman with her child in her lap. The woman in Coma and the woman in Virgo are one and the same. The infant in Coma is identified with the Seed and the Branch in Virgo. The Hebrew form of the root Coma is the very word which the prophet Haggai used when speaking of the coming Messiah.

Haggai 2:7  ‘and I will shake all nations, and they shall come to the Desire of All Nations, and I will fill this temple with glory,’ says the LORD of hosts.
Isaiah 9:6   For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given; and the government will be upon His shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

Genesis 22:18   "In your [Abraham’s] seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice."

Romans 15:8-12   Now I say that Jesus Christ has become a servant to the circumcision for the truth of God, to confirm the promises made to the fathers,  9) and that the Gentiles might glorify God for His mercy, as it is written: "For this reason I will confess to You among the Gentiles, And sing to Your name."  10 And again he says: "Rejoice, O Gentiles, with His people!"  11) And again: "Praise the LORD, all you Gentiles! Laud Him, all you peoples!"  12) And again, Isaiah says: "There shall be a root of Jesse; And He who shall rise to reign over the Gentiles, In Him the Gentiles shall hope."

Jesus Christ our Lord was this longed-for Son who was born in Bethlehem.


                                     “The Despised”,  DECAN CONSTELLATION
The constellation of Centaurus is named after the mythical figure which was half man and half horse. This depicts the dual nature of our Lord Jesus Christ.

He is both God and man, but He is not part God and part man but 100% deity and 100% humanity, united in one Person. He is the only theanthropic Person in the entire universe! This falls under the heading of the hypostatic union of Jesus Christ.

Hebrews 1:3    And He [Jesus Christ]  is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His  [God The Father] nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power.  PP
Nature, Gr. HUPOSTASIS  sthe essential or basic structure/nature of an entity; substantial nature, essence, actual being, or reality.
John 1:1-2   In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  2) He was in the beginning with God.

John 1:14   And the Word  [deity]  became flesh  [hypostatic union],  and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.

It is interesting that in COMA, the Seed of the woman is called ”The Desired One”, and in CENTAURUS, is called ”The Despised One”. Of course, this describes Jesus Christ. He was the “Desired One” that the Jews anxiously anticipated, and yet they rejected Him and despised Him.

Isaiah 53:3   He was despised and forsaken of men, A man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; and like one from whom men hide their face, He was despised, and we did not esteem Him.
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Isaiah 50:6    I  [Jesus]  gave My back to those who strike Me, And My cheeks to those who pluck out the beard; I did not cover My face from humiliation and spitting.
Matthew 26:67   Then they spat in His face and beat Him with their fists; and others slapped Him,

Mark 15:17-20    And they dressed Him up in purple, and after weaving a crown of thorns, they put it on Him;  18) and they began to acclaim Him, "Hail, King of the Jews!"  19) And they kept beating His head with a reed, and spitting at Him, and kneeling and bowing before Him.  20) And after they had mocked Him, they took the purple off Him, and put His garments on Him. And they led Him out to crucify Him.
Centaurus depicts a centaur in the act of piercing the enemy, Lupus with a spear, and at the same time, he is standing over a cross, which speaks of His life out from death. The cross is the Southern Cross which is a DECAN of another constellation.

The chief STAR in CENTAURUS is ALPHA CENTAURI which is the third brightest star in the sky. It is actually a group of three stars orbiting around one another. The smallest of them is PROXIMA CENTAURI, which is famous for being the closest star to earth, 4 ½ light years away. The ancient name for this star is TOLIMAN, which means ”The Heretofore and The Hereafter”.
This name fits the description in Rev. 1:8 of Jesus Christ.

Revelation 1:8    I am the Alpha and the Omega," says the Lord God, "who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.

The name of the constellation of CENTAURUS, The Despised One, connected with the meaning of it, chief star Toliman depicts the dual-nature of our Lord.

As Man He was the despised Sin-Offering, and as God, He is the eternal One.

The Greek name given to Centaurus was “Cheiron”, which means “the pierced” or “who pierces”. 


                           “The Coming Shepherd”,   DECAN CONSTELLATION
In Great Britain, this constellation is known as the Ploughman, but most ancient zodiacs picture Bootes as a herdsman, or shepherd. His name is from the Hebrew root Bo, meaning ”The Coming”. He has a sickle in his left hand and a staff in his right hand. This constellation’s brightest 
STAR:   ARCTURUS, which means ”He Comes”. Job mentioned this star by name:
Job 38:32   Can You bring forth Mazzaroth in his season? Or can You guide Arcturus with his sons?
Job was probably referring to the constellation of Bootes rather than the specific star of Arcturus. The Greeks called Bootes, Arcturus, the watcher, guardian, keeper and protector of the Arktos, meaning the flock or sheepfold. They saw this figure as a shepherd that would come. Christ called Himself a Shepherd:

John 10:11-15  "I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep.  12) "He who is a hireling, and not a shepherd, who is not the owner of the sheep, beholds the wolf coming, and leaves the sheep, and flees, and the wolf snatches them, and scatters them.  13) "He flees because he is a hireling, and is not concerned about the sheep.  14) "I am the good shepherd; and I know My own, and My own know Me,  15) even as the Father knows Me and I know the Father; and I lay down My life for the sheep.

Psalm 23:1   The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.




       






                 STARS SERIES, pg. 14 Psalm 80:1   O Shepherd of Israel, You who lead Joseph like a flock; You who dwell between the cherubim, shine forth! 

Ezekiel 34:12   As a shepherd seeks out his flock on the day he is among his scattered sheep, so will I seek out My sheep and deliver them from all the places where they were scattered on a cloudy and dark day.

Hebrews 13:20   Now may the God of peace who brought up our Lord Jesus from the dead, that great Shepherd of the sheep... 

STARS #6  (10-13-13)

STAR:  NEKKAR, is found in the head of the shepherd, meaning “The Pierced”. 

Zechariah 12:10   And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications: and they shall look upon me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one mourns for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn.

Psalm 22:16    For dogs have surrounded Me; The congregation of the wicked has enclosed Me. They pierced My hands and My feet;

Revelation 1:7   Behold, He is coming with clouds, and every eye will see Him, even they who pierced Him.
STAR:  MUFRID, is to the lower right of Arcturus and means ”Who Separate”.

Matthew 25:32-33   All the nations will be gathered before Him, and He will separate them one from another, as a shepherd divides his sheep from the goats.  33) "And He will set the sheep on His right hand, but the goats on the left.
Jeremiah 31:10   Hear the word of the LORD, O nations, and declare it in the isles afar off, and say, 'He who scattered Israel will gather him, and keep him as a shepherd does his flock.'

The Shepherd has a sickle in his left hand which speaks of a harvester.

Revelation 14:15-16   And another angel came out of the temple, crying with a loud voice to Him who sat on the cloud, "Thrust in Your sickle and reap, for the time has come for You to reap, for the harvest of the earth is ripe."  16) So He who sat on the cloud thrust in His sickle on the earth, and the earth was reaped.

Conclusion of our first constellation and it’s three DECANs:

The great prophetic truths pictured in the sky are that He who was coming would be the Seed of the virgin, the desired One, who would be the God/man, who would be despised but would eventually rule and guard as the coming Shepherd of His own sheep [all those who believe in Him].
“We are beginning to see that what is written in the Scriptures was first written in the stars. Since God inspired these signs, we may expect to find the rest as rich and telling as this opening series, each amplifying the other, till all the sublime wonders of redemptions stand revealed upon the sky.” Joseph A. Seiss, The Gospel in the Stars, p. 33
There is also the Gravitational Time Dilation Effect theoretical solution to the YE problem of distant starlight.  Read more: http://www.gotquestions.org/star-light.html#ixzz2fV5D8L4e
Conclusion of our first constellation and it’s three DECANs, PP
1.  VIRGO:  The Woman with the Seed & Branch,  Christ the Incarnate Man  

(1)  COMA    
The Desire of the Nations

(2)  CENTAURUS  
The Dual Natured Centaur

(3)  BOOTES  
The Exalted Shepherd and Harvester



       






                 STARS SERIES, pg. 15 Jesus Christ was born of a virgin and would be the desired Seed and Branch, who was promised by the prophets, the God/man Messiah of the Jews who would despise Him when He came, even though 
He was their Shepherd.

“We are beginning to see that what is written in the Scriptures was first written in the stars. Since God inspired these signs, we may expect to find the rest as rich and telling as this opening series, each amplifying the other, till all the sublime wonders of redemption stand revealed upon the sky.” 
Joseph A. Seiss, The Gospel in the Stars, p. 33

                       
                “THE SCALES”,   “THE REQUIRED PRICE”,  Christ the Redeemer  

                            MAJOR CONSTELLATION,    SCENE 2 
As the great stage of heaven moves around slowly, Libra comes into view.

Libra follows Virgo and the truth it reveals follows logically the truth revealed in Virgo. Libra reveals the price that the Seed of the woman must pay in order to redeem mankind.

Libra is pictured as a pair of old-fashioned scales used for weighing objects. We still associate weights and measures with something purchased and its price. We still have scales hanging in the produce section of our grocery stores.

Libra does not have any particularly bright stars in it. PP
These scales are often seen in on buildings and statues as a symbol of law and justice. 
The Hebrews called this sign Mozanaim,  The “Scales  or Weighing”. 

Isaiah 40:12    Who has measured the waters in the hollow of His hand, Measured heaven with a span and calculated the dust of the earth in a measure? Weighed the mountains in scales and the hills in a balance?

You may notice that the three stars named in Libra are Arabic and all three names have the same beginning: Al Zubena, which means The Purchase or The Redemption. 

STAR:  ZUBIN AL GENUBI,  “The price which is deficient”. PP There is no way than man can pay for his own redemption. We all are totally helpless and depraved and there is no way we can satisfy the righteousness and justice of God. We need a Savior!

Daniel 5:24-27  Then the hand was sent from Him, and this inscription was written out.  25) "Now this is the inscription that was written out: 'MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN.'  26) "This is the interpretation of the message: 'MENE '-- God has numbered your kingdom and put an end to it.  27) "'TEKEL '-- you have been weighed on the scales and found deficient.

The Babylonian king, Belshazzar, was weighed in the balance and found lacking. This is true of every person who has ever lived except the Seed of the woman, our Lord Jesus Christ.

Psalm 62:9   Surely men of low degree are a vapor, Men of high degree are a lie; If they are weighed on the scales, They are altogether lighter than vapor.
Romans 3:23  ... for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 

Ephesians 2:11a-12  Therefore remember that you … 12) were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world.  13) But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.

Can someone work hard enough to balance the scales and be accepted by God?
Ephesians 2:8-9   For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves [you didn’t work for it]; it is the gift of God, 9) not of works, lest anyone should boast.
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Romans 11:6  But if it is by grace, it is no longer on the basis of works, otherwise grace is no longer grace.

Titus 3:5   ... not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us,
1 Samuel 2:3  Boast no more so very proudly, Do not let arrogance come out of your mouth; For the LORD is a God of knowledge, and with Him actions are weighed.

STARS #7  (10-27-13)
STAR:  ZUBIN AL CHEMALI,  “The Price Which Covers”.   PP 
There is only One who could ever be qualified to pay the sufficient price to purchase our redemption.
Acts 4:12   And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has been given among men, by which we must be saved." 

John 14:6   Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father, but through Me.

1 Peter 1:18-19  ... knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers,  19) but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ.

Jesus asked if there was any other way to complete His mission of redeeming mankind, but of course, there was not, Luke 22:42. Only the sacrifice of a perfect impeccable sacrifice could propitiate the justice and righteousness of God.

The lamb that the Israelites used to sacrifice at the Passover, represented our Lord Jesus Christ, so it had to be spotless to portray His impeccable sinless life, Ex. 12:5.
STAR:  ZUBIN AL AKRABI,  “The price of the conflict”.  PP
When Lucifer, chose to betray God and form a conspiracy against Him, it started the conflict of the ages that still rages today. When Adam chose to disobey God and eat of the forbidden fruit, we were drawn into it. We call it the angelic conflict and the stakes couldn’t be higher. Is there suffering involved, absolutely. However:

Philippians 1:29-30   For to you it has been granted for Christ's sake, not only to believe in Him, but also to suffer for His sake,  30) experiencing the same conflict which you saw in me, and now hear to be in me.

We should face this conflict and suffering with courage and confidence. Why?

Philippians 4:13   I [we] can do all things through Him who strengthens me [us].

Furthermore, we have this encouragement:

Romans 8:18    For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us.

There should be no fear or dread about this ongoing conflict because God is on our side and we already know that we are on the winning side!

Libra points the first DECAN that accompanies it, the place where God’s love and justice meets.

                   “The Cross, Redemption Accomplished”,  DECAN CONSTELLATION
Crux is the Latin word for “cross”. It is formed by four bright stars in the shape of a cross and is better known as the Southern Cross. 
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It is located in the Southern Hemisphere and cannot be seen by those in the Northern Hemisphere. It is one of the most well known constellations in the sky and is found on the flags of Australia and New Guinea. PP
The Hebrew name for this constellation is “Adom” which means “cutting off”. Cutting off was a euphemism used in the OT for killed or executed.
Daniel 9:26   Then after the sixty-two weeks the Messiah will be cut off …
Not only does the book of Daniel tell us that the Jewish Messiah would be killed, but also reveals the time period, between the time that Jesus would have His triumphant entry into Jerusalem and when the Temple would be destroyed in 70 AD.
 “Amerigo Vespucci on his voyages on the Atlantic Ocean at the end of the fifteenth century say the Southern Cross and congratulated himself on having rediscovered what had been lost for so long. He associated these four stars with a reference in Dante’s Purgatorio, which says, “Four stars ne’er seen before save by the ken of our first parents.” How Dante may have known of them is an interesting question.” 
Kenneth C. Fleming, God’s Message in the Stars, Loizeaux Brother, p. 48
There are no named stars in this constellation, they are designated 

It is interesting that crucifixion did not even exist until about 519 BC* and yet the cross was part of the Zodiac from the beginning of time. *Wikipedia


                   “The Slain Victim”,  DECAN CONSTELLATION
The second DECAN in Libra is known as Lupus (The Wolf) because the old illustrations resembled a wolf, but it could be any animal. In some ancient drawings it appears to be a lamb. The main point is that the animal has been killed and has fallen down dead.

Lupus was slain by the spear of Centaurus. PP
Remember that Centaurus signified Jesus Christ, the despised One who is the God/man. Lupus signifies Jesus Christ, the Victim, slain by His own act by volunteering to be our Sacrifice. 

Hebrews 9:26  ... but now once at the consummation of the ages He has been manifested to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself.  

John 10:17-18   "For this reason the Father loves Me, because I lay down My life that I may take it again.  18) "No one has taken it away from Me, but I lay it down on My own initiative. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again.

Isaiah 53:7   He was oppressed and He was afflicted, Yet He did not open His mouth; Like a lamb that is led to slaughter, And like a sheep that is silent before its shearers, So He did not open His mouth.

1 John 3:16   We know love by this, that He laid down His life for us;

The image also depicts the victim being pierced.

Isaiah 53:5   But He was pierced through for our transgressions,

John 19:34   ... but one of the soldiers pierced His side with a spear,

Zechariah 12:10   And I [Jesus] will pour out on the house of David and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the Spirit of grace and of supplication, so that they will look on Me whom they have pierced;

Revelation 1:7    Behold, He is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see Him, even those who pierced Him;




       







      STARS SERIES, pg. 18 Remember the statement I made while teaching about Centauraus when I said that I would later tell you about who Centauraus, the Seed of the woman, was slaying? It turns out that it was Himself. Remember the quote? The Greek name given to Centaurus was “Cheiron”, which means “the pierced” or “who pierces”. 

There are no stars that are named in this constellation.  

                             “The Crown of Christ”,  DECAN CONSTELLATION
Corona is a relatively small but beautiful constellation in the shape of a semi-circle that looks like a crown. PP

If Corona was missing, this would be a sad story indeed but the story would not be complete without it. Seldom do the Scriptures tell of the sufferings of Christ without mentioning the revelation of His future glory. The cross is followed by the crown. The Jews wanted Jesus to take the crown without the cross. 
Hebrews 2:9   But we do see Him who has been made for a little while lower than the angels, namely, Jesus, because of the suffering of death crowned with glory and honor, that by the grace of God He might taste death for everyone.

The Hebrew name for Corona is ATARAH, meaning ”Royal Crown”. 

The Greek word for the type of crown that a king would wear is diadem. The type that is promised to believers who will receive crowns at the Judgment Seat of Christ, is STEPHANOS. 

Revelation 19:12    And His eyes are a flame of fire, and upon His head are many diadems; and He has a name written upon Him which no one knows except Himself.

STAR:  ALPACCA is the only one meaning “The Shining”. This reminds me of the description of Christ at the Mount of Transfiguration. 

Matthew 17:2    And He was transfigured before them; and His face shone like the sun, and His garments became as white as light.

To us Thy cross with all its shame,

With all its grace, be given,

Though earth disowns Thy lowly name,

God honors it in heaven.              
By Thomas Kelly
Conclusion of our second constellation and it’s three DECANs, PP
2.  LIBRA:  The Scales and the Required Price Paid, Christ the Redeemer

(1)  CRUX  
The Cross to be Endured

(2)  LUPUS  
The Slain Victim

(3)  CORONA  
The Crown Purchased
STARS #8  (11-3-13)  Brief review on LIBRA

                            “THE SCORPION CRUSHED IN THE MORTAL CONFLICT”
                             MAJOR CONSTELLATION,    SCENE 3,    Christ the Sufferer
Our third constellation depicts the conflict of the ages where our Lord triumphs over the old serpent, the devil. It is the most brilliant of the twelve signs of the Zodiac. 



       







      STARS SERIES, pg. 19 Ophiuchus wrestles with the great snake, Serpens who is reaching up to seize the crown while Scorpio, the scorpion tries to sting him on the heel. While at the same time he has his foot is crushing the head of the scorpion.   

Virgo presented Jesus Christ, the Seed of the woman. Libra pointed out the price He would have to pay to redeem man. Now Scorpio points out the conflict He would win. Genesis 3:15 is played out in the constellation of Scorpio and its DECANs!
These celestial prophesies were given to man in the beginning, then later they expanded into the written Scriptures. The strategic battle was won on the cross and the tactical battle will be won at the Second Advent.

Jesus sent 70 messengers to go to cities that He would travel to prepare them for His visit to them. He gave them this incredible information:

Luke 10:19   Behold, I give you the authority to trample on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall by any means hurt you. 
I think the imagery He used is interesting, it describes what is written in the stars as well as in the Scriptures. Locus that have the power to sting like scorpions will be used in the Tribulation to torment enemies of Christ.

Revelation 9:2-4   And he opened the bottomless pit, and smoke arose out of the pit like the smoke of a great furnace. So the sun and the air were darkened because of the smoke of the pit.  3) Then out of the smoke locusts came upon the earth. And to them was given power, as the scorpions of the earth have power.  4) They were commanded not to harm the grass of the earth, or any green thing, or any tree, but only those men who do not have the seal of God on their foreheads   [Rev. 7:3 indicates that the 144,000 messengers will be sealed on the forehead]. 
The name of this constellation in Hebrew AKRAB which means, “scorpion”, “wounded”, “conflict”, and “war”. What comes to mind when you hear these words?  Maybe the Angelic Conflict?
STAR:  ANTERES means “the Wounding” and is the brightest star in Scorpio, 1,000 light-years away, and is the 15th brightest star in the sky. It is a “red giant” 350 times larger than our sun. When we get to the next constellation. you will understand the significance of this star and its name.
Isaiah 53:5   But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.
STAR:  LESATH  in the scorpion’s tail means both “the Stinger” and “the Perverse”. This name is certainly appropriate for the evil scorpion, representing Satan, who is trying to accomplish evil to destroy the Seed of the woman.

This act has been played out in Scripture several times: 

1) Satan motivated Cain to murder Abel, Gen. 4:8.
2) The cohabitation of angels with women, Gen. 6:2.
3) Pharaoh tried to kill the little male Hebrew babies, Ex. 1:16 & 22, 2.
4) Wicked Queen Athaliah tried to kill off the royal seed, 2 Kings 11:1. However, the Lord saved Ahaziah from her.
5) Satan inspired Haman to kill all the Jews but God used Esther to foil his plans, Esther 3:6.
6) When the humanity of Jesus was born in Bethlehem, King Herod ordered all the male Hebrew babies to be killed, Matt. 2:16.
7) Satan tempted Jesus to jump off the pinnacle of the Temple, Matt. 4:5-6.
8) The Pharisees tried to kill Jesus several times before the cross, Matt. 26:4, Mk 14:1, Jn 10:39.
9) Satan will motivate the anti-Christ to annihilate the Jews in the Tribulation, Rev. 12:1-6.
STARS #9  (11-10-13)  





                           STARS SERIES, pg. 20

                                                    “The Seed of the Woman Keeping the Serpent In Check”,       

                                DECAN CONSTELLATION  
OPHIUCHUS is the serpent handler who wrestled the serpent.

                        “The Serpent Reaches for the Crown”,  DECAN CONSTELLATION 

These two constellations are intertwined and must be seen together to understand their prophetic significance and are in an epic contest for dominion of the world and the crown of ruler ship.
SCORPIO and its companion constellations is a pictorial view of the great Angelic Conflict. 

SCORPIO representsSatan, the one who wounds the heel of OPHIUCHUS, representing Christ, is now the serpent who is defeated while trying to steal the crown while OPHIUCHUS crushes the head of Scorpio. 

Satan’s time is limited. So we have nothing to fear from him because our Lord Jesus Christ has him under control and he can do nothing to royal family believers who love and trust in the Lord:
Psalm 91:11-16    For He will give His angels charge concerning you, to guard you in all your ways. 12) They will bear you up in their hands, that you do not strike your foot against a stone.  13) You will tread upon the lion and cobra, the young lion and the serpent you will trample down. 14) "Because he [the mature believer] has loved Me, therefore I will deliver him; I will set him securely on high, because he has known My name. 15)"He will call upon Me, and I will answer him; I will be with him in trouble; I will rescue him and honor him. 16) "With a long life I will satisfy him and let him see My salvation."

There are serpents on the ground that can cause you great pain, but there are also serpents who walk on two legs that can cause you pain as well.

Psalm 140:1-3    For the choir director. A Psalm of David. Rescue me, O Lord, from evil men; Preserve me from violent men  2)Who devise evil things in their hearts; they continually stir up wars.  3) They sharpen their tongues as a serpent; poison of a viper is under their lips. Selah.

There is also something that comes in a bottle that bites like a serpent:

Proverbs 23:30-34    Those who linger long over wine, those who go to taste mixed wine.  31) Do not look on the wine when it is red, when it sparkles in the cup, when it goes down smoothly;  32) At the last it bites like a serpent and stings like a viper.  33) Your eyes will see strange things and your mind will utter perverse things.  34) And you will be like one who lies down in the middle of the sea, or like one who lies down on the top of a mast.
Satan, that old serpent will be kicked out of heaven pretty soon  [middle of the Tribulation].
Revelation 12:7-9    And there was war in heaven, Michael and his angels waging war with the dragon. The dragon and his angels waged war,  8) and they were not strong enough, and there was no longer a place found for them in heaven.  9) And the great dragon was thrown down, the serpent of old who is called the devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him.

STAR:  RAS EL HAGUS,  “The head of Him who holds”
Colossians 1:18   And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence.

Ephesians 5:23   For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the saviour of the body.
   

       







                 STARS SERIES, pg. 21
1 Corinthians 11:3   But I would have you know, that the head of every man is Christ; and the head of the woman is the man; and the head of Christ is God.

The Lord holds onto Satan so that he won’t snatch away the crown, but He holds us to protect us and keep us secure.

John 10:27-29  My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me;  28)  and I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them out of My hand.  29) "My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father's hand.
STAR:  CHELEB,  “The serpent enfolding” (enclosing, enveloping, surrounding)
Habakkuk 1:4  Therefore the law is ignored And justice is never upheld. For the wicked surround the righteous; Therefore justice comes out perverted.

When Christ entered Jerusalem on Palm Sunday He was sad because He knew that the city would soon be destroyed because the Jews did not recognize the time of their visitation, verse 44.

Luke 19:43   For the days will come upon you when your enemies will throw up a barricade against you, and surround you and hem you in on every side.
STAR:  UNUK,  “Encompassing” 
David said the following, but it pertained to Jesus Christ:

Psalm 22:16    For dogs have surrounded me; a band of evildoers has encompassed me; they pierced my hands and my feet. 
STARS #10  (11-17-13)  

David took courage in the Lord when he was facing death:

Psalm 116:1-9    I love the LORD, because He hears My voice and my supplications.  
2) Because He has inclined His ear to me, therefore I shall call upon Him as long as I live.  
3) The cords of death encompassed me and the terrors of Sheol came upon me; I found distress and sorrow.  4) Then I called upon the name of the LORD: "O LORD, I beseech You, save my life!"  5) Gracious is the LORD, and righteous; Yes, our God is compassionate.  
6) The LORD preserves the simple; I was brought low, and He saved me.  7) Return to your rest, O my soul, for the LORD has dealt bountifully with you.  8) For You have rescued my soul from death, My eyes from tears, My feet from stumbling.  9) I shall walk before the LORD In the land of the living.
STAR:  MAGEROS,  “Contending”  to strive or vie in contest or rivalry or against difficulties; to struggle, oppose, or resist. 
1 Samuel 2:10  Those who contend with the LORD will be shattered; Against them He will thunder in the heavens…

Psalm 35:1   A Psalm of David. Contend, O LORD, with those who contend with me; Fight against those who fight against me.

Does God ever do that?

Isaiah 49:25  For I will contend with the one who contends with you, and I will save your sons.
Jude 1:3   I [Jude] felt the necessity to write to you appealing that you contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all handed down to the saints.

We are urged to contend for the faith, ie. Bible doctrine. Contend, ἐπαγωνίζομαι:  to exert intense effort on behalf of something; to strive in debate. Merriam-Webster 
God can contend for you, or He can contend against you. It all depends on your attitude towards Him.
STAR:  SAIPH,  “Bruised” 





                STARS SERIES, pg. 22
Genesis 3:15   And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, and between your seed and her seed; He shall bruise you on the head, and you shall bruise him on the heel.

Isaiah 53:5   But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and by his stripe we are healed.
STAR:  TRIOPHAS,  “Treading underfoot” 

Psalm 108:12-13   Give us help from trouble: for vain is the help of man.  13) Through God we shall do valiantly: for he it is that shall tread down our enemies.  

Luke 10:19   Behold, I give unto you power to tread on serpentsand scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt you.


                         “The Mighty Victor”   (Steve Reeves) PP


                     DECAN CONSTELLATION

The third and last DECAN in this scene lies between Ophiuchus and Draco the dragon. 

Hercules is pictured as a mighty hero bending down on one knee with his right heel lifted up as if he had been wounded. This symbolizes Christ suffering death on the cross. His left foot is placed over the head of Draco, the great dragon, symbolizing strategic victory over the enemy. And Hercules is wearing a lion’s skin he has slain, representing Satan, “the roaring lion”.

1 Peter 5:8   Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls about like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.
Hercules holds a large club in his right hand and a three-headed monster in his left hand called CERBERUS who also represents Satan. 

In the Egypian zodiac of Denereh, He is called “BAU” meaning “Who Comes”.
In Arabic his name means “The Strong One”.
STAR:  RAS EL GETHI,  “The Head of Him Who Bruises”, is the star in Hercules’ head,  

STAR:  KORNEPHORUS,  “The Branch, Kneeling” 

STAR:  CAIAM,  “Punishing”
STAR:  MORSIC,  “The Wounding”
STAR:  MASSYN,  “The Sin Offering”
STAR:  CERBERUS,  “The Three-headed creature” in his left hand.PP

Conclusion of our third constellation and it’s three DECANs, PP

3. SCORPIO:   The Scorpion Wounds but is Crushed,  Christ the Sufferer

(1) OPHICHUS 
The Seed of the Woman Keeping the Serpent In Check
(2) SERPENS
The Serpent Reaches for the Crown

(3) HERCULES
The Mighty Man, Humbled Yet Victorious

The heavens declare the glory of God !
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