I PETER 2 : 17-25
LESSON  # 76   (2-6-07)  
1 Peter 2:17

Honor all men; love the brotherhood, fear God, honor the king.

1.  Peter concludes this section with a four point summary of Christian citizenship.

2.  Honor all men,  TIMAO  v. aam, respect, honor, value, esteem, give recognition, and PANTOS  s)  adj. apm, all, everyone. This is a general statement meaning that we are to have regard for all mankind. This does not refer to men only, but to every person.  The Greek word translated “all men” is in the masculine gender, but that does not mean that it refers to men only.  

3.  There is a tendency to show regard for wealthy affluent people and to disregard those who are considered to be the cast-offs of society.  Blue collar workers, garbage collectors, ditch diggers, maids, and dishwashers should be treated with no less respect than doctors, CEOs, business owners, professors, or politicians.

4.  Often, the true character of a person is exposed by the way that he treats a person that is considered to be low on the social order.

5.  Love the brotherhood,   AGAPAO v. pam, to unconditionally love + HO (o) art, the + ADELPHOTES  s) n. asf,  brotherhood.  All believers are part of the family of God, so we are brothers and sisters in the Lord. We are to have unconditional love towards our brethren.  Peter emphasized this point often:  1 Peter 1:2  - fervently love one another from the heart;   1 Peter 4:8  -  Above all, keep fervent in your love for one another” 1 Peter 5:14  -  Greet one another with a kiss of love. 

6.  fear God,  PHOBEOMAI  v. pdm,  to fear, to be afraid, to respect, reverence, awe. And  HO (o) the + THEOS  s) n.asm. We are not to cringe, tremble, or cower before our God because He is gracious, loving, and merciful. However, we are to be afraid of defying Him because we are not to be deceived, God is not mocked. We are to have something higher for God than we have for those who are in places of high authority.

7.  honor the king,  TIMAO  v. pam, respect, honor, value, esteem, give recognition + HO (o) the + BASILEOS  s) n. asm,  king, emperor.  Certainly not every king, emperor, or president deserves our respect, but we are to respect their office and treat them with proper deference and esteem.

LESSON  # 77   (2-8-07)
1 Peter 2:18
Servants, be submissive to your masters with all respect, not only to those who are good and gentle, but also to those who are unreasonable.

1.  Servants,  OIKETOS (s) n. voc. pm, house servant, domestic slave.  Remember oikos means “house”. Peter was addressing the slaves in the congregations, and again he stressed the importance of submission.

2.  Some newly converted slaves thought that their spiritual freedom guaranteed personal and political freedom also, and they created problems for themselves and the churches. Paul dealt with this problem in 1 Corinthians 7:20–24, and he touched on it in his letter to his friend Philemon as well.

3.  This same idea of submission applies to employees, too. We are to be submissive to those who are over us, whether they are kind or unkind to us. Christian employees must never take advantage of Christian employers. Each worker should do a good day’s work and honestly earn his pay. 

Colossians 3:22-24   -  Slaves, in all things obey those who are your masters on earth, not with external service, as those who merely please men, but with sincerity of heart, fearing the Lord.  23) Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men;  24) knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance. It is the Lord Christ whom you serve.

Ephesians 6:5-8   -  Slaves, be obedient to those who are your masters according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in the sincerity of your heart, as to Christ;  6) not by way of eye-service, as men-pleasers, but as slaves of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart.  7) With good will render service, as to the Lord, and not to men,  8) knowing that whatever good thing each one does, this he will receive back from the Lord, whether slave or free.

Titus 2:9-10   -  Urge bondslaves to be subject to their own masters in everything, to be well-pleasing, not argumentative,  10) not pilfering, but showing all good faith that they may adorn the doctrine of God our Savior in every respect.

4.   Paul advocated the same principle Peter did with regards to submission and slavery:

1 Timothy 6:1   -   All who are under the yoke as slaves are to regard their own masters as worthy of all honor so that the name of God and our doctrine will not be spoken against.

5.   masters,  DESPOTES  s)  n. dpm, ruler, master, sovereign, lord, owner.  While this word has a negative connotation today, such was not the case when used in this verse.  a) : a ruler with absolute power and authority b) : a person exercising power tyrannically  (Merriam-Webster, I., 1996, c1993. Merriam-Webster's collegiate dictionary. Includes index. 10th ed.).  This word is sometimes used to refer to the Lord, Acts 4:24, 2 Peter 2:1, Jude 4, & Rev. 6:10.
6.   all respect,   PAS (s)  adj. dsm  all, every  PHOBOS  s)  n. dsm, fear, reverence, respect  This is one of those words that has both a positive and negative connotation. The one in authority may not deserve respect, but we are to show them respect anyway because we respect our real Boss.

7.  unreasonable,  SKOLIOSIS  s)  adj. dpm, crooked, bent, unscrupulous, corrupt.  The medical term “scoliosis,” used  for the curvature of the spine comes from this word.  A boss may be incompetent, rude, thoughtless, obnoxious, hateful, foul, vulgar, or odious, but we are still to respect his position of authority. 
 1 Peter 2:19-20
For this finds favor, if for the sake of conscience toward God a man bears up under sorrows when suffering unjustly.  20) For what credit is there if, when you sin and are harshly treated, you endure it with patience? But if when you do what is right and suffer for it you patiently endure it, this finds favor with God.

1.  We all want to find favor with God. This verse tells us how to do it.  If is a first class conditional clause, if and it’s true. 

2.  conscience,  SUNEIDESIS  (s)  n. asf, conscience, the psychological faculty that distinguishes between right and wrong  Here again, we have the importance of knowledge in a believer’s life.  

3.  This verse makes it very clear that undeserved suffering finds favor with God.  We all have had our share of deserved suffering, and hopefully we learned from it.  The goal is to “Learn and live” rather than “Live and learn”.  We have the opportunity to learn in Bible class, or we will be enrolled in the school of hard knocks and have to learn the hard way.

4.  For this finds favor;  The Greek literally says, “For this is grace.”  CHARIS.  We treat others in grace when we willingly bear up under others’ harsh treatment who do not deserve our obedience or kindness. Wasn’t this our Lord’s standard operating procedure?

5.   bears up under sorrows when suffering unjustly,   HUPOPHERO  v. pai, to endure, bear up under  +   HUPO = under  +  PHERO = to bring.  This same word is used in I Cor. 10:13.

     An interesting use of it in  Prov. 18:14  -  The spirit of a man can endure his sickness, But a broken spirit, who can bear?

6.  Vs. 20  -  when you sin and are harshly treated,  KOLAPHIZO part., pp, npm, to beat, to strike with a fist. This is what one should expect when ongoing sin occurs.

7.  So why should we be motivated to bear up under undeserved suffering other than that it pleases the Lord?   W .I .I .F .U.?

     What’s In It For Us?

LESSON  # 78   (2-13-07)
Matthew 5:10-12   -  Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  11) Blessed are you when men cast insults at you, and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely, on account of Me.  12) Rejoice, and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

Luke 6:22-23   -  Blessed are you when men hate you, and ostracize you, and cast insults at you, and spurn your name as evil, for the sake of the Son of Man.  23)  Be glad in that day, and leap for joy, for behold, your reward is great in heaven;

Acts 5:40-41  -  after calling the apostles in, they flogged them and ordered them to speak no more in the name of Jesus, and then released them.  41) So they went on their way from the presence of the Council, rejoicing that they had been considered worthy to suffer shame for His name.

Romans 8:18   -  For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us.

2 Timothy 1:12  -  For this reason I also suffer these things, but I am not ashamed; for I know whom I have believed and I am convinced that He is able to guard what I have entrusted to Him until that day.

2 Corinthians 4:17-18   -  For momentary, light affliction is producing for us an eternal weight of glory far beyond all comparison,  18) while we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen; for the things which are seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal.

1 Peter 4:12-13   -  Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, which comes upon you for your testing, as though some strange thing were happening to you;  13)  but to the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing; so that also at the revelation of His glory, you may rejoice with exultation.

8.  2 Corinthians 1:5  -  For just as the sufferings of Christ are ours in abundance [overflow to us], so also our comfort [the blessings from undeserved suffering]  is abundant  [overflow]  through  [the mind of]  Christ   [which is B.D.], 

2 Cor.1: 6-7  -  But if we are afflicted, it is for your comfort and salvation; or if we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which is effective in the patient enduring of the same sufferings which we also suffer;  7) and our hope for you is firmly grounded, knowing that as you are sharers of our sufferings, so also you are sharers of our comfort.

What is all this about?  It is about “suffering by association” and “blessing by association”.  If we suffer because of our association with Christ, then we will also be blessed by our association with Him.  Not only does His sufferings and blessings overflow to us, our sufferings and blessings overflow to others.  This is blessing by association.

9.   2 Timothy 2:12  -  If we suffer, we shall also reign with him: if we deny him, he also will deny us:
     Not all believers suffer for Christ, and those who ignore or deny Him will also be denied rewards which includes the honor of reigning with Him. This does not mean that they will be denied entrance into heaven. But those who experience undeserved suffering and bear up under it by applying doctrine to their circumstances without complaining and acrimony can look forward to reigning with Jesus Christ  some day.  

LESSON  # 79   (2-15-07)
10. The word “endure” occurs twice in verse 20,  HYPOMENO v. fai;   HYPO = under , MENO = remain, to remain, to remain under, i.e., to persevere, endure, sustain.  Believers are not merely to survive the difficulties they encounter but are to bear up under each heavy load with patience. 

11.  Remember that we must endure to the end by remaining faithful in order to be saved from a futile, wasted life with accompanying misery and Divine discipline.  We do not have to endure to the end or remain faithful to ensure place in heaven.

     
Matthew 10:22  - . . . the one who has endured to the end who will be saved.     

      
Matthew 24:13  - . . . the one who endures to the end, he shall be saved.

      
Mark 13:13  - . . . the one who endures to the end, he shall be saved.

1 Peter 2:21-24
For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps,  22) who committed no sin, nor was any deceit found in His mouth;  23) and while being reviled, He did not revile in return;  while suffering, He uttered no threats, but kept entrusting Himself to Him who judges righteously;  24) and He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed.

4 TYPES OF SUFFERING:

  

· SELF- INDUCED  (Unbearable)   Making ourselves miserable through bad decisions

· DESERVED / DISCIPLINE (Unbearable)   Gets our attention and brings us to humility and Rebound. 

· POST REBOUND SUFFERING  (Bearable)   For teaching and accelerating spiritual growth 

· UNDESERVED  (Bearable)   Opportunity to influence unbelievers, to glorify Christ , and to gain rewards

THE PURPOSE OF SUFFERING: 
 (1)  Undeserved Suffering is designed to show off the power and provision of God's grace, II Cor. 12:1-10.
 (2)  It teaches the value of Bible doctrine, Ps. 119:67-68, 71.       
 (3)  It is designed to manifest the ministry of God the Holy Spirit,   2 Cor. 4:8-11.
 (4)  It is designed to put muscle on faith through the operation of the Faith-Rest Drill, to accelerate spiritual growth, and to keep the believer occupied with his eternal future, Rom 8:36, 5:3-5.

 (5)  It helps us to identify with others who suffer, I Cor. 1:3-24.
 (6)  It provides excellent opportunities for us to witness for Christ,  II Cor. 2:3-4, II Tim. 2:8-9.
 (7)  Deserved suffering is divine discipline for the purpose of getting believers back on course, Heb. 12:5-15.
FAITH-REST TECHNIQUE:
1. Claim a promise.

2. Concentrate on doctrine using a rationale.

a. Logistical Grace rationale

b. Essence of God rationale

c. Plan of God rationale

3. Apply the doctrinal ration-ale to the problem.

4.  Doctrinal conclusion is found and rest is enjoyed.
1.  Sometimes we think it unusual or strange when we experience undeserved suffering, but we should expect it.  

John 15:20  - Remember the word that I said to you, 'A slave is not greater than his master.'  If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you;

2.   We have been called to suffer undeserved suffering.  The apostle Paul sent Timothy to the believers at Thessalonica to remind them that they were destined to suffer:  I Thes. 3: 2-3  -  and we sent Timothy . . .  to strengthen and encourage you as to your faith, 3)  so that no one would be disturbed by these afflictions; for you yourselves know that  we have been destined for this. 

3. example,   HYPOGRAMMOS  s)  n. asm,  an example, a model.  This is the only place in the New Testament that this word is found.  In common Greek usage, this word designated a tablet that contained the entire Greek alphabet. Students would use this to trace the alphabet, learning each letter from alpha to omega. The life of Jesus, a life of suffering, is just such a tracing tablet. We, the learners of Jesus, are to trace His life, beginning from alpha and going on to omega.

4. Satan is the ruler of this world, and it is saturated with wickedness and evil. Anyone who stands for truth and righteous- ness will come under attack. This should not be a source of fear or dread. In fact, James 1:2  tells us: Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials.  
5.  for you to follow in His steps,   EPAKOLOUTHEO  v. aas  imitate, follow after, devote oneself to.  The subjunctive mood indicates that each believer will make a choice to follow the Lord or not.  Those who follow Him will experience undeserved suffering.  Those who don’t, will experience self-induced misery and Divine discipline.  

6.  The point is that you cannot choose whether you will suffer or not suffer. We will all experience suffering.  However, you can choose the type of suffering that you will suffer, deserved or undeserved.

7.  Deserved Suffering vs. Undeserved Suffering

8.  In verse 22, Peter cites an example of how Christ endured undeserved suffering by quoting Isaiah 53:9.  Jesus Christ never committed even one single solitary sin of any kind His entire lifetime even though He endured more suffering and was tested beyond any other person who has ever been born. 

9.  Verse 23 presents the greatest demonstration of enduring undeserved suffering of all time.  He did not lash out at the ones who were committing the greatest crime of all time against Him.  He shouted no threats but kept on entrusting Himself to the One who judges righteously.  Luke 23:46 / Psa. 31:5, Psa. 37:1-5,  Psa. 55:22 / 1 Peter 5:7, 1 Peter 4:19 

10. kept entrusting Himself,  PARADIDOMI v. iai;   PARA = to the side of, over to  +  DIDOMI = to give, to deliver over or up to the power of someone. It is vitally important for us to understand this word. When we are suffering, we must learn to deliver our pain, agony, misery, and torment over to the Lord.  Trust Him with the entire situation that He will do the right thing.  Trust Him to see you through it; trust Him to take care of the evildoers; and trust Him to reward your faithful obedience and your trust in Him.

11.  We must remember that the plan of God is greater than any suffering, any disaster, any catastrophe or pressure in this life. We must also remember that His grace is sufficient for our every need, 2 Cor. 12:9.
DESERVED  

UNDESERVED
SUFFERING  

SUFFERING
                

DIVINE         

TESTING
          


DISCIPLINE 

SUFFERING FOR:



ISSUE

SIN


BLESSING

STATUS
CARNALITY

SPIRITUAL

INTENSITY  
UNBEARABLE

BEARABLE
VIEWPOINT 
ARROGANCE  

HUMILITY

SOLUTION  
REBOUND

APPLY B.D.
INTENDED    
CURSING TURNED 
ACCELERATED
RESULT
TO BLESSING          
GROWTH
LESSON  # 80 & 81   (2-20-07 and 2-22-07)
12.  that we might die to sin and live to righteousness . . .  

What does it mean to “die to sin”?  Does it mean that we will never commit another sin?  Does it mean that we will no longer have the desire to sin?   No.  It means that we are dead to sin in a positional sense and it has no power over us.  In an experiential sense, it means that the OSN no longer has an absolute control over us.  


Remember K. A. S. T.


K  KNOWING     

Romans 6:6   -  KNOWING this, that our old self was crucified with Him, that our body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin;  7) for he who has died is freed from sin.

    A   ACKNOWLEDGE   

Romans 6:11-  Even so consider yourselves to be dead to sin,  [ACKNOWLEDGE the fact that you are dead to sin]  but alive to God in Christ Jesus.

    S   SUBMIT    

Romans 6:13  -  and do not go on presenting the members of your body to sin as instruments of unrighteousness; but present yourselves  [SUBMIT]  to God as those alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God.   

    T  THANKFULNESS   

Romans 6:17-18  -  But THANKS be to God that though you were slaves of sin, you became obedient from the heart to that form of teaching to which you were committed,  18) and having been freed from sin, you became slaves of righteousness.

13.  for by His wounds you were healed;   The word translated “wounds” in the English is in the singular in the Greek.  Also the English word translated “stripes” in Isa. 53:5 is in the singular in the Hebrew.  It does not refer to the stripes He received from  physical beatings He endured but to the singular event of the imputations of our sins to Him as He hung on the cross.

14.  healed   IAOMAI   v. api  to heal, to bring together, to renew. It does not refer to physical healing because the verb’s past tense indicates completed action, the “healing” is an accomplished fact.  It means to heal, to cure; it also means to restore from a state of condemnation. It means to restore someone from the consequences of sin and it refers here technically to the doctrine of reconciliation. It does not refer to physical healing. The Hebrew counterpart means to bring together: “by his bruise we are reconciled, we are drawn together, with God.” So there is no physical healing involved in the atonement.

THE DOCTRINE OF RECONCILIATION

1. Reconciliation is the removal of the barrier between God and man,  Ephesians 2:16; Colossians 1:20,21; 2 Corinthians 5.

2. The barrier includes sin. Sin is removed from the barrier by unlimited atonement and by the doctrine of redemption, Galatians 3:13;1 Peter 1:18,19; Ephesians 1:7; Romans 3:24; Hebrews 9:15.

3. The penalty of sin is spiritual death. This penalty in the barrier was removed by expiation, Colossians 2:14; Psalm 22:1-6. The sins of the world are poured out upon Christ and judged. 

4. A part of the barrier is the fact that we are born physically alive and at the same time spiritually dead. The problem of physical birth is solved by regeneration. John 3:1-18; 1 Peter 1:23; Titus 3:5. 

5. Man’s human good and relative righteousness is also removed as a part of the barrier. As a result of the cross God imputes to every believer His own righteousness,  Romans 3:22; Philippians 3:9; 2 Corinthians 5:21; Hebrews 10:14. As a result of the imputation of God’s righteousness the believer is vindicated or justified,  Romans 4:1-5; 5:1; Titus 3:7; Galatians 2:16.

6. God has perfect character and cannot associate with imperfection. The cross also resolves this problem through propitiation,  Romans 3:22-26; 1 John 2:1-2.  The problem of position in Adam is replaced by position in Christ. This is made possible by the cross, 1 Corinthians 15:22; 2 Corinthians 5:17; Ephesians 1:3-6.

7.  Verse 21  tells us that we are called to suffer and Jesus Christ is our example as to how to deal with undeserved suffering.  There are a few things we should remember:  When a person exercises faith alone in Christ alone, he is automatically enrolled into the “School of Faith”.  In this school,  students are tested just as they are in other  schools.

1) We should expect tests from God, Gen. 22:1.
2) Not every adversity we face is a test from God.  We face adversity sometimes because of our own bad decisions and our disobedience to God.

3) Testing or trials is not the same as temptations, and we must be able to distinguish between the two.

Temptations come from the desires within us, James 1:12-16, whereas testing comes from God with the purpose of refining us so that we can be promoted and blessed.

4)   Temptations are used by Satan to bring out the worst in us while testing is used by the Holy Spirit to bring out the best in us, James 1:1-6.
5)  Temptations seem logical while trials seem to be unreasonable because they include undeserved suffering. Our faith is not really tested until God allows these circumstances that seem unbearable to interrupt our comfortable lives. And He expects us to bear them and do what seems unreasonable or what seems impossible.

6)   We should realize by now that God knows what He is doing, and we shouldn’t expect or demand explanations. The first thing we are tempted to do when we are tested is to ask, “Why?” or “Why me?”  Remember, faith does not demand explanations; faith rests on promises.

7)   Believers are not tested until they are ready for it, and they are never tested beyond what they are able to bear, 1 Cor. 10:13  -  . . . God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will provide the way of escape also, that you may be able to endure it.

8) God will not demonstrate His power and glory through believers who whine and complain about the undeserved suffering that He sends their way. Nor will He reveal it through believers who rely on anything or anyone else other than Him.

9) In times of testing, it is easy to think only about ourselves and what we want rather than on Christ and what He wants.    We often ask ourselves, “How can I get out of this?” rather than, “What can I learn from this?”   We sometimes waste our suffering when we neglect or ignore opportunities to reveal Christ to others who are watching us go through the furnace.

LESSON  # 82 & 83   (2-27-07 and 3-1-07)
10) It is easy to focus on the problems instead of God’s promises.  Focusing on the problems makes us weak and brings us down.  Focusing on the promises makes us strong and lifts us up. Instead of desperately seeking a solution to the problem, earnestly seek the Lord and He will take care of it.  Charles Spurgeon used to say that the promises of God never shine brighter than in the furnace of affliction.  

11)  We can be comforted by the fact that when we depend upon the Lord as we  experience the pain and anguish of undeserved suffering, it’s not all for nothing. Our faith, obedience, and suffering are precious in the sight of God, and He promises us that it will be rewarded.  (See verses listed under point #7 on page 54).
1 Peter 2:25 

For you were continually straying like sheep, but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Guardian of your souls.

1.  This is a quote from Isa. 53:6  -  All of us like sheep have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; but the LORD has caused the iniquity of us all to fall on Him.

2.  but you have returned,   EPISTREPHOMAI  v. adi;   (a) literally, of physical movement, turn around, turn about, return, turn back;  (b) figuratively, of religious or moral change, to change one’s ways, repent, to change one’s beliefs, to change an opinion.

3.  We all want to do what we want to do, to go in the direction we want to go, and we don’t like anyone telling us anything different.  This verse recognizes that about us, but Proverbs 14:12  and 16:25 comes to mind: There is a way which seems right to a man, but its end is the way of death. 

4.  Notice that Shepherd has a capital “S”.  The Greek word is POIMEN  n. asm,  a shepherd, pastor, minister. Jesus Christ is the Shepherd, and all pastor-teachers are the under-shepherds. They should be in total subordination to Him.   

5.  Peter had much more to say to Christian slaves than he did to Christian masters because there were many more slaves than there were masters in that day.  He did address the masters in Eph. 6:9 and Col. 4:1







