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1ST THESSALONIANS 

LESSON #1  (1-19-10)

INTRODUCTION

Thessalonica was a capital city of the Roman province of Macedonia in Northern Greece.  It was a prosperous port on the Aegean Sea across the bay from Mt. Olympus.  It also stood on the Egnatian Way, the land trade route. The only larger city in that area was Athens.  

The church was founded there about 50 A.D. during Paul’s second missionary journey and was made up primarily of Gentiles, Acts 17:1-14.  Paul moved on to Berea, then to Athens, and from there, he sent Timothy back to encourage the Thessalonian believers as well as to find out how things were going.  So Timothy traveled to Thessalonica and then rejoined Paul in Corinth to give him his report which is when Paul wrote both letters to the Thessalonians. This first epistle was written circa 51 A.D.  (info on the world news at that time)

First, Paul evangelized both Jews and Greeks, and then he taught them doctrine in a relatively short period of time. 

This letter is distinctive in four ways:

1) It is called an eschatological epistle because it refers to future things. In every chapter, there is some reference to the future second advent or the Rapture of the Church.

a. There are no less than twenty references to the returning of the Lord in both letters.

b. His return is mentioned at the close of every chapter of 1 Thessalonians, 

1 Thess 1:10 . . . and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead . . .

1 Thess 2:19  . . . in the presence of our Lord Jesus at His coming . . .

1 Thess 3:13 . . . at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all His saints . . .

1 Thess 4:17 . . . caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air . . .

1 Thess 5:23 . . . and may your spirit and soul and body be preserved complete, without blame at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ . . .

2)  An unusual fact about this epistle is that there are no Old testament citations. This is the only epistle of Paul’s where he does not quote the Old Testament even once.

3)  It is a short letter, and yet it has a tremendous amount of doctrine in it.

4)  The issue of the oral teachings of the apostle: Apparently from this epistle it is concluded that before the canon of scripture was written, the oral teachings of the apostle had divine authority. Once the canon of scripture was completed, however, oral teachings passed into history and we do not know the exact content or details of them.

The first letters Paul wrote were primarily eschatological. On his third missionary journey, Paul wrote Galatians, 1 and 2 Corinthians, and Romans which are generally characterized by the doctrine of soteriology.  It is interesting that before Paul ever got to writing about salvation, he was writing about the Rapture of the Church, second advent of Christ, and other eschatological subjects.

During the first Roman imprisonment, Paul wrote Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, and Philemon in which Christology was the subject. Then during his second Roman imprisonment, he wrote the pastoral epistles, 1 and 2 Timothy and Titus in which the subject was ecclesiology or the doctrine of the Church. 
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LESSON #2  (1-21-10)

1 Thessalonians 1:1     

Paul and Silvanus and Timothy to the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace.

1.   This is a typical Greco-Roman salutation which includes the name of the author, those 

      who are being addressed, and a formal greeting.

2. Paul’s name is given first as the author, but he was also writing on behalf of Silvanus (a    Latinization) and Timothy. He used the pronoun “we” at times to include these two in his thoughts. 

3. Of course, Paul was the apostle whose Hebrew name was “Saul” of Tarsus which meant “asked for”.  “Paul” actually was a nickname that our Lord gave to Saul and it means “little”.

4.   Silas was a prominent member of the church at Jerusalem; also called Silvanus.  He assisted Paul there in his evangelistic labors and was also chosen by him to be his companion on his second missionary tour, *Acts 16:16–32. There is no record of the time or place of his death.  (M.G. Easton, Easton's Bible Dictionary (Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc., 1996, c1897).

Certainly Silas was an important figure in the Macedonian churches.  Acts 18:18 suggests that he may have remained in Macedonia when Paul left and may have been regarded as an apostle, 1 Thess. 2:6; cf. 2 Cor. 1:19. His early connections with the church in Jerusalem were no doubt helpful in giving added theological legitimacy to the Pauline mission. Silas’s Roman citizenship as reported in Acts 16:37-38 would also have been of considerable personal help to Paul on his travels.
(Paul J. Achtemeier, Publishers Harper & Row and Society of Biblical Literature, Harper's Bible Dictionary, Includes Index., 1st ed. (San Francisco: Harper & Row, 1985, 951.)

Read Acts 15:36-40 and Acts 16:16-32

5.   Timothy was a young man Paul led to faith in Jesus Christ, probably during Paul’s visit to Asia Minor on his first missionary journey, 1 Tim. 1:2.  His name means “honored by God” or “God-honorer”.  His mother and grandmother had reared him in the faith, 2 Tim. 1:5.  His father was a Greek, probably an unbeliever, and his mother was a Jew, Acts 16:1.   

6.  . . . to the church of the Thessalonians . . .  Paul founded this church in a short time.  Three facts concerning this church should be noted: 

1) It was self-supporting; they didn’t have to rely on other churches for funding. 

2) It was self-governing.  The leaders, administration, and policies were in place and functioning. 
3) The church was self-propagating. The members themselves went out and witnessed.
     This does not mean that the church had no problems. Some of them were unruly, and they were not all treating one another with unconditional love;  this letter addresses such issues.

     . . . to the church . . . EKKLESIA  n. dsf.  This dative is the dative of advantage which means it is to the advantage of believers to be organized into local churches for worship, for fellowship, for edification, for the organized teaching of the Word of God, and many other blessings which will come as a result of being part of a local church. 
7. . . . in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. . .  Of course this phrase               3 represents the Lord Jesus Christ on the same plane as God the Father. Lord (Kurios, s) = Deity, Jesus (Iesous, s)  = Savior, Christ (Christos, s) = Messiah.

LESSON #3  (1-26-10)

8.  . . . Grace to you and peace. . . This is Paul’s standard greeting. Notice that grace always comes before peace.  This does not mean that you will have nothing but peace in your life and that you can depend on pleasant circumstances and smooth sailing for the rest of your days because of God’s grace.

No, it means that because of what Christ did for us on the cross, we now can have peace with God by believing in Jesus Christ. It refers to our relationship with God; Christ broke down the barrier between God and man when He voluntarily took on the punishment that was meant for us on the cross.

Romans 5:1 . . . Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: 

It is faith alone in Christ alone that justifies us before God which enables us to have peace with God. As a result of having peace with God [positional sanctification], we can have the peace of God [experiential sanctification] which passes all understanding. 

Philippians 4:7 . . . And the peace of God, which passes all understanding, shall keep [guard] your hearts [kardia] and minds  [thoughts]  through Christ Jesus.

Everyone wants peace of mind but very few know where or how to get it.  All believers have peace with God because of the cross, but the peace of God is that unshakable steadfastness of mind, that secure contented stability of soul, which is only for believers who are learning and applying Bible doctrine.

1 Thessalonians 1:2-5   

We give thanks to God always for all of you, making mention of you in our prayers;  3) constantly bearing in mind your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ in the presence of our God and Father,  4) knowing, brethren beloved by God, His choice of you;  5) for our gospel did not come to you in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know what kind of men we proved to be among you for your sake.       (This is one sentence in the Greek;  Eng., 96 words;  Greek, 81 words)

In general, the first three chapters of 1 Thessalonians are personal in nature, and the last two are practical.

Verse 2 . . . We give thanks to God . . .  

Paul includes Silas and Timothy here when he expresses gratitude to God. The Greek word for “thanks” is EUCHARISTEO v. pai; to be thankful; to show appreciation and gratitude.  It should be translated, “We keep on giving thanks to God. . .”  

They rightfully gave thanks to where gratitude is due, and that, of course, is to God, Ja.1:17.  

These men had the capacity to love and to be thankful; these two qualities always go together.  One sure sign of a believer who is learning and applying doctrine is a sense of gratitude which is something sorely lacking in most people today.

. . . always for you all . . . No doubt there were a few Thessalonians who were real stinkers, and even the most amiable ones could be hard to get along with from time to time. 

So what was it that enabled these men to always have gratitude for all of the Thessalonians?  It was unconditional/impersonal love. 
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There was also an appreciation Paul and his fellow missionaries had for God for the         transforming work He had accomplished in these new converts. 

. . . making mention of you in our prayers. . .  This trio recognized the importance of prayer. Do you remember to include friends and family in your prayers? Do you pray for your church family?  Do you pray for those on the prayer list? Do you pray for this church; the pastor, the deacons, the Jr. class, the nursery, those involved in producing the CDs and DVDs, for our webmaster and internet, for those who work hard to keep CBC looking clean and beautiful, both on the inside and outside, for those who prepare the Lord’s Supper and the fellowship dinner that follows, and for the church building itself?  Do you keep on giving thanks to God for all the above?

Verse 3  . . . constantly bearing in mind. . .  ADIALEIPTOS  s is an adverb which means continually; without ceasing.  The Thessalonians must have made a great impression on Paul because this word is used four times in the N.T. and three of those are found in this letter, 1:3, 2:13, 5:17.

 . . . your work of faith . . .  It is important to note that faith is not a work, but faith motivates or produces work. It was because of their faith that they witnessed to all they came into contact with, vs. 8.  The same was true with regards to them turning away from idols, vs. 9.  The idea that when one believes in Christ for salvation, nothing further is required of them, is foreign to the Scriptures. 

Some people believe that unless one has a complete outward transformation at salvation, they are not truly saved, but we must be careful not to go to the other extreme either of believing that there is no work, no service, nothing required of a new royal family member of God once he is saved.  

LESSON #4  (1-28-10)
There are believers who know they have eternal life and are going to heaven, but are not interested in learning Bible doctrine or serving the Lord in anyway.  The only thing that matters to them is that they make it to heaven. They either ignore or they’re ignorant of the following maladies:

a. Self-induced misery from bad decisions

b. Confusion and consternation as a result of having no purpose, no courage, no confidence, and no peace of mind 

c. Divine discipline

d. Loss of super-grace blessings that could be received in time

e. The danger of dying the sin unto death

f. Shame at the Judgment Seat of Christ

g. Loss of eternal rewards

. . . and labor of love . . .  KOPOS  s)  n. gsm.  Paul did not use the same word “work,” ergon, as he did in the phrase above.  ERGON is used when referring to work in order to get something done, to achieve a goal, or to work for compensation.  KOPOS means toil, labor, wearisome effort. It is used to describe wailing, grief with beating the breast, lamentation, vexation. “Used to denote not so much the actual exertion which a man makes, but the weariness which he experiences from that exertion. . .”  Spiros Zodhiates, The Complete Word Study Dictionary : New Testament,








What does this tell us?  Love is not an emotion. It is a choice.  Love involves work and you must decide if you are willing to put forth the effort or “labor” it takes to love someone.  Relationships are hard. Forget about the fairytale myths you see in the movies. Love, AGAPE, involves trust, communication, toleration, forgiveness, encouragement, patience, humility, 
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objectivity, sensitivity, compassion, and truthfulness. None of these are part of our inherent nature; they must first be learned and then practiced, and this is accomplished through the power of the filling of the Holy Spirit for believers.

. . . and steadfastness of hope . . . HUPOMONE  n. gsf;  HUPO = under + MONE = to remain;  to remain under, patience, endurance.  This refers to the ability to hold up under trials and adverse circumstances.  It is more than strength of character because it is linked with hope.  “Hope” ELPIS s) n. gsf; means confident expectation.  One of the worst things that can happen to a person is to be without hope.

1 Thess. 4:13 . . . But we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren, about those who are asleep, that you may not grieve, as do the rest who have no hope.

1 Cor. 15:17-19 . . .  and if Christ has not been raised, your faith is worthless; you are still in your sins.  18) Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished.  19) If we have hoped in Christ in this life only, we are of all men most to be pitied.

Eph. 2:12  . . . Remember that you were at that time separate from Christ, . . . having no hope and without God in the world.

LESSON #5  (2-2-10)   
Our hope is always IN CHRIST!

1 Peter 1:13  . . . fix your hope completely on the grace to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.

Paul recognized their steadfastness of hope also in his second letter to them:

2 Thess. 1:4 . . . therefore, we ourselves speak proudly of you among the churches of God for your perseverance and faith in the midst of all your persecutions and afflictions which you endure.

Most believers today are “double minded”, Ja 1:5-8, and “carried about by every wind of doctrine”, Eph 4:14.
. . . in our Lord Jesus Christ . . .  The confident expectation is not in self, but in the Lord. It is based on the promises of God’s Word. One particular promise that kept the Thessa-lonians positive and stable was our Lord’s promise that He would return. That promise is prominent in both letters to the Thessalonians.

You are trusting that the Lord will help you and protect you just as He has promised. It is your strong conviction and your faithful work and service done under the power of the Holy Spirit that impacts everything, God is glorified by it, and it will be rewarded forever. 

2 Cor. 4:17-18 . . . For momentary, light affliction is producing for us an eternal weight of glory far beyond all comparison,  18) while we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen; for the things which are seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal.

Psalm 37:4-5 . . . Delight yourself in the LORD, and He will give you the desires of your heart.  5 Commit your way to the LORD, Trust also in Him, and He will do it.

It is steadfastness of hope in the Lord that produces the peace that passes all understanding even while experiencing the worst of trials and tribulations. Hope in self or others always results in frustration and discouragement. Hope in the Lord always results in steadfastness of soul, encouragement, and satisfaction. 
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Most people don’t have stability and steadfastness of soul because they don’t have           confidence in the Lord. They don’t have confidence in the Lord because they either don’t know His Word or don’t believe His Word.

. . . in the presence of our God and Father. . . This has to do with prayer “before God the Father” to whom we go and direct all prayer.

Verse 4 . . . knowing, brethren beloved by God . . . OIDA  (part. ra; 1492 οἶδα [eido, oida /i·do/] v. A root word; translates as “know” 282 times, “cannot tell + 3756” eight times, “know how” seven times, “wist” six times, translated miscellaneously 19 times, “see” 314 times, “behold” 16 times, “look” five times, “perceive” five times, “vr see” three times, and “vr know” once. 

1 to see. 1a to perceive with the eyes. 1b to perceive by any of the senses. 1c to perceive, notice, discern, discover. 1d to see. 1d1 i.e. to turn the eyes, the mind, the attention to anything. 1d2 to pay attention, observe. 1d3 to see about something. 1d31 i.e. to ascertain what must be done about it. 1d4 to inspect, examine. 1d5 to look at, behold. 1e to experience any state or condition. 1f to see i.e. have an interview with, to visit. 

2 to know. 2a to know of anything. 2b to know, i.e. get knowledge of, understand, perceive. 2b1 of any fact. 2b2 the force and meaning of something which has definite meaning. 2b3 to know how, to be skilled in. 2c to have regard for one, cherish, pay attention to, 1Th. 5:12. Additional Information: For synonyms see entries 1097, ginosko; 1987, epistamai; and 4920, suniemi. See entry 5825 for comparison of synonyms.   James Strong, The Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible : Showing Every Word of the Text of the Common English Version of the Canonical Books, and Every Occurrence of Each Word in Regular Order., electronic ed. (Ontario: Woodside Bible Fellowship., 1996), G1492. 

. . . brethren . . . This is a very personal warm letter, Paul used the word ADELPHOI  brothers, brethren, no less than 15 times in this short epistle and he used it 7 times in his second letter to them. The fact that Paul was calling these Gentile believers “brothers”, demonstrates that he gotten down off of his spiritual high horse of legalism and prejudice, and now was grace oriented. 

LESSON #6  (2-4-10)
. . . beloved by God . . . AGAPAO part. rp; to esteem, love, indicating a direction of the will and finding one’s joy in something or someone. Spiros Zodhiates, The Complete Word Study Dict: NT 

Translates as “love” 135 times, and “beloved” seven times. 1 of persons. 1a to welcome, to entertain, to be fond of, to love dearly. 2 of things. 2a to be well pleased, to be contented at or with a thing.  James Strong, The Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible : Showing Every Word of the Text of the Common English Version of the Canonical Books, and Every Occurrence of Each Word in Regular Order.
This word is used in the perfect passive only two other times in the NT:

Colossians 3:12 . . . And so, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience;

2 Thessalonians 2:13 . . . But we should always give thanks to God for you, brethren beloved by the Lord, because God has chosen you from the beginning for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and faith in the truth. 14)  And it was for this He called you through our gospel, that you may gain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.

The perfect tense emphasizes the ongoing results of an action that occurred in the past.  God loved us in eternity past. One might say, “Well, doesn’t God love everyone?”  The answer is yes, John 3:16, but only believers are called “beloved”.  God loves everyone unconditionally which is demonstrated by Christ’s unlimited atonement on the cross.  
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However, only those who accept the free gift of salvation through Jesus Christ become      God’s children and are called beloved.  God does not love us because of who we are or because of what we do; He loves us based on who He is and because of what He has done. 

. . . His choice of you . . .  EKLOGE n. asf;  to choose, to elect. It is where we get our English word “election”.  It is used five ways by Paul In 1 Thess. and Romans:

1) For the divine selection in the history of the patriarchs, Romans 9:11
2) For the election of all Israel in the fathers, Romans 11:28
3) For the election of the whole Christian community to faith, 1 Thes. 1:4
4) Selecting a part of Israel out of the whole, Romans 11:5
5) The elected portion in distinction from Israel as a whole, Romans 11:7
“Elect” is a technical word in the Bible for believers only; it is never used for unbelievers. We know from the following verse that God elected or chose certain people in eternity past. Notice that election is associated with being “in Christ”.  

Ephesians 1:3-4 . . . Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ,  4) just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before Him. 

2 Timothy 1:9 . . . who has saved us, and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was granted us in Christ Jesus from all eternity,

Romans 8:28-30 . . . And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.  29) For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the first-born among many brethren;  30) and whom He predestined, these He also called; and whom He called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified.

Foreknowledge           Predestined           Called          Justified          Glorified

LESSON #7  (2-9-10)

It is important to note that foreknowledge, predestination, and election appear in our Bibles, not for the purpose of emphasizing God’s sovereignty, but to emphasize His omniscience.

The Divine Decrees inform us of God’s omniscience which helps us understand election.

DIVINE  DECREES

The decree of God is His eternal, holy, wise, and sovereign  purpose, comprehending simultaneously all things that ever were or will be in their causes, conditions, successions, relations and determining their certain futurition.
  The omniscience of God knew simultaneously in eternity past everything that would happen in human      

  history (the thought, action, and decision of every person in his life ),  furthermore, everything in  

  relation to all of the things pertaining to it.          See the Divine Decrees in Visuals.
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LESSON #8  (2-11-10)   Review Verse 4, Study Rm.9:3-15, Gen.25:23, Mal.1-2-5, Rm.9:15

. . . I will have mercy . . . compassion. . . [future active indicative, Divine Decrees] on whom I have mercy . . . compassion. . . [present subjunctive, belief in Jesus Christ & spiritual growth].  Paul loved the Jews so much, but here, he is having to compare them to the unbelieving, pagan, Gentile Pharaoh. God hardens those who reject His grace and mercy after they have said “no” so many times. He locks them into their negative volition. 

LESSON #9  (2-16-10)   Rm.9:16, Ex.4:21, 7:3-5, 9:11, 16, Josh. 2:10-11  on hardening.
Jesus Christ was elected by God the Father in eternity past, Isa. 42:1; all Church Age believers are “in Christ” and therefore have also been elected in eternity past, Eph. 1:4. 

Verse 5 . . . for our gospel did not come to you in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know what kind of men we proved to be among you for your sake.
LESSON #10  (2-18-10)   
. . . for our gospel . . . EUAGGELION  () n. nsn;  EU = good, + AGGELLO = tidings, news. Gospel means good news and with it is the possessive pronoun our. This does not mean that there is more than one gospel as if I have a gospel and you have a different gospel and someone else has yet another gospel. There is only one gospel.

Jesus Christ is the Son of God who died on the cross for your sins. He was buried and rose from the grave and will give eternal life to anyone who trusts in Him and Him alone for it.

Galatians 1:6-8 . . . I am amazed that you are so quickly deserting Him who called you by the grace of Christ, for a different gospel;  7) which is really not another; only there are some who are disturbing you, and want to distort the gospel of Christ. 

 8) But even though we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary to that which we have preached to you, let him be accursed.

Once a person believes the gospel, it becomes his own. He knows the promise of salvation applies to him because he accepted it through faith. It is not “a gospel” or even “the gospel”. It becomes “my gospel” and “our gospel”.  The good news is to be shared with others.

. . . did not come to you in word only . . . The point is that words are not the only thing needed when giving the gospel.

Romans 10:17 . . . So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ.

It is true that we must hear or read the gospel in order to believe it but there are three things that must accompany our words. 

. . . but also in power . . . DUNAMUS  (s) n. dsf;  intrinsic power. Here, it refers to God’s power. God is omnipotent; there is no limit to His power. It is not our eloquence, our articulation, our art of persuasion, our flair, or anything else that we produce that gives the gospel its power. It is giving the gospel accurately that matters. 

1 Corinthians 1:17-18 . . .  For Christ did not send me to baptize but to preach the gospel, and not with words of eloquent wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power.  18) For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 

Romans 1:16 . . . For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes . . .

. . . and in the Holy Spirit . . . The Holy Spirit is involved when the gospel is given through common grace and His convicting ministry.  Common Grace is the term we use to describe 
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how a spiritually dead person can understand the spiritual phenomena of the gospel. The Holy Spirit acts as a human spirit in the unbeliever so that he can understand the gospel.

John 16:8-9 . . . and when He  [the Holy Spirit]  comes, He will convict the world concer-ning sin and righteousness and judgment. . .

Matthew 16:16-17 . . . Simon Peter replied, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God."  17) And Jesus answered him, "Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven.

1 Peter 1:12  . . . they were serving not themselves but you, in the things that have now been announced to you through those who preached the good news to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven . . .   It is the Holy Spirit that is the soul winner, not us.
LESSON #11  (2-25-10)  Review Gal.1:6-8, Rom.10:17, 1:16, 1 Cor.1:17-18.  and above.
. . . and with full conviction . . . PLEROPHORIA  () n. dsf; complete certainty, full assurance, certitude, conviction   When a believer gives the gospel, he should do It with complete conviction and certitude. You are fulfilling your duty as a royal ambassador of The Most High and you are not to vacillate, equivocate, or beat around the bush. Speak dogmatically and assertively.  Salvation is faith alone in Christ alone.

People who reject what you say or ridicule you should not deter you in the slightest. They may have a depraved darkened heart or they may put up a front as if your words are not affecting them at all, when in reality, they are. What they say doesn’t matter. Your course remains the same; their negativity should not deter you in any way.

You should commit to memory the following verses: John3:16, John 3:36, Eph. 2:8-9, Rom. 6:23, Rom. 4:5, Titus 3:5, and Acts 16:31. 

LESSON #12   (3-2-10)  

. . . just as you know what kind of men we proved to be among you. . . People judge the validity of what you say by the way you treat them and the way you treat others.  We should be examples of what we proclaim lest our actions invalidate our message in the minds of others. Paul, Timothy, and Silas made it easy for the Thessalonians to believe the gospel because they saw the love, devotion, and trust these men had for the Lord as well as their love and dedication to their fellow man. 

. . . for your sake. . . These apostles were not living their lives for their own sakes. They were not thinking, “What’s in it for me?”. They had the capacity to think about someone other than themselves. They were ready to suffer for the sake of those to whom they were witnessing and ministering. The following verses describe the behavior of these men. 

Philippians 2:3-4 . . . Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind let each of you regard one another as more important than himself;  4) do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others.

Colossians 3:12-14   Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compass- sion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience,  13) bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive.  14) And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony.

I THESSALONIANS 1: 6-7  

And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for you received the word in much affliction, with the joy of the Holy Spirit,  7) so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia.
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. . . And you became . . . GINOMAI  v. api;  to begin to be, to come into           existence, a change of state.  They came to be something that they were not before and 

this change did not come about by their own effort. “Became” is in the passive voice meaning they received something that caused them to change.

. . . imitators of us and of the Lord . . .  MIMETES  s)  n. npm;  to imitate or mimic, to be a follower. We get our English words, “mime” and “mimic,” from this Greek word.  It is very important to recognize that the Thessalonians were not trying to imitate  their teachers; that would take the active voice.  They became imitators by receiving the Word of God, not by imitating the personalities or actions of their teachers. They did not make external changes or use their own human effort to change their thought, decisions, and actions. It was the Word of God + F/HS that made the changes in their souls.

If there’s anything we should imitate about our teachers or other believers, it would be their humility, objectivity, teachability, eagerness and love for God’s Word, their faithfulness to study it everyday, their joyful and diligent use of their spiritual gifts, and their ever-preparedness and desire to give everyone they meet the good news.  But it takes learning the Word in order to develop such motivation and wonderful qualities.   

Believers should be themselves and not try to take on the personality of someone else. Trying to become someone you admire is not what is being taught here. It is fine if others  inspire you to become a better person as long as you don’t try to become that person.
. . . for you received the word . . .  DECHOMAI  part. am;  receive, welcome, believe, take hold of.  The aorist participle always precedes the action of the main verb which, in this case, is became imitators.  By rearranging the word order to better match the Greek, we can clearly see that the Thessalonians received the Word before they became imitators of their teachers and the Lord. 

. . . for you received the word in much affliction and you became imitators of us and of the Lord . . . 
The middle voice means that the subject, the Thessalonians, were benefited by the action of the verb, receiving the Word. A very important principle should be noted here. These men did not just give the gospel and then move on; they taught Bible doctrine to their new converts. In fact, they taught them how to be teachers.  

If you cannot personally take a new convert under your wing, encourage them to take in doctrine, and train them, then you can at least give them our website address, CBC booklets, CDs, DVDs, or notes. Try to stay in contact with them if at all possible.

New believers are like babies; they need a lot of attention and care. They desperately need the pure milk of the Word. 

1 Peter 2:2 . . . like newborn babes, long for the pure milk of the word, that by it you may grow in respect to salvation.

A wonderful change could take place if everyone in this church were witnessing and training new converts to witness and go out and train other new converts. It doesn’t take large numbers to make a difference.  A few motivated, Spirit-filled believers with doctrine can turn the world upside down.  

Acts 17:6  . . . These men   [Paul, Silas, and Timothy]  who have upset the world, have come here also.
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. . . in much affliction . . .  These new converts had much trouble and it didn’t matter whether they were Jew or Gentile.  The new Jewish believers were scorned, ridiculed, shunned, and attacked by their fellow Jews. The temptation to hide their faith or even to deny Christ was ever present.

John 12:42-43 . . . Nevertheless many even of the rulers believed in Him, but because of the Pharisees they were not confessing Him, lest they should be put out of the synagogue;  43) for they loved the approval of men rather than the approval of God.

Matthew 26:74-75  . . .Then he began to curse and swear, "I do not know the man!" And immediately a cock crowed.  75) And Peter remembered the word which Jesus had said, "Before a cock crows, you will deny Me three times." And he went out and wept bitterly.  

The Gentiles did not have it much better, however their affliction came primarily from the pagans. They too, were scorned, ridiculed, shunned, and attacked. Many of the Gentiles hated the Jews and when a fellow Gentile started worshiping a Jewish Messiah, they would not tolerate it but lash out in anger against the new believer.

It was particularly hard for the new converts who were married to an unbeliever. Often the community would side with the unbelieving spouse and the marriage ended in divorce. Of course the believing spouse does not have the right to divorce just because his or her spouse remains an unbeliever. Paul addressed this issue in 1 Cor. 7:12-15.

This verse demonstrates that doctrine can be applied to one’s circumstances immediately after it is learned. The Thessalonians did not fiddle-faddle around, wasting time. They learned doctrine, they applied doctrine, and they became examples for other believers to follow. 

Some believers learn doctrine but are hesitant to use it because they are afraid to. Don’t hesitate – initiate!  It’s fun! THINGS START POPPIN’ WHEN YOU APPLY DOCTRINE. Nothing is more fun than to see Bible doctrine work in your life.

. . . with the joy of the Holy Spirit . . . with means “accompanied by”. The multitude of afflictions they were experiencing were accompanied by joy. Think about it. The greater their troubles, the greater their joy. The happiness of these believers did not depend on their circumstances. Doctrine set them free from being enslaved to circumstances.

John 8:32 . . . and you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.

. . . of the Holy Spirit . . . is the genitive of source meaning that the Holy Spirit is the source of inner happiness. He helps us, not only to learn Bible doctrine, but to apply it.  

A believer’s joy, his inner happiness, is determined by his relationship with the Lord, not by his circumstances. This is why unbelievers and reversionistic believers cannot experience this type of joy. They can have a good time and have fun temporarily, but they do not have the inner happiness growing believers have. Their attitude changes with their circumstances. Even in good times, the ever present mental attitude sins (MAS) can change a pleasant mood into a bombastic one that lashes out at anyone or anything that gets in their way.                                      

What a great gift God has given us, freedom from the bondage of our circumstances.  

James 1:2-3 . . . Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials,          3) knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance.

This verse can be understood only by believers who are growing in grace and knowledge.
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Verse 7 . . . so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia.
. . . so that you became . . . GINOMAI inf. ad; to become, to be, to come into existence.  This is an ingressive aorist emphasizing the beginning of something.

. . . an example  . . . TYPOS  s)  n. asm;  a mark, print, or impression; a person bearing the form and figure of another.  The fact that this is in the singular means they were not imitating individual believers, but the church as a whole became an example or blueprint for other believers to follow.

. . . to all the believers . . . PISTEUO  part. dpm pa;  This word is used more as an adjective and it is the dative of advantage.  This is an example of blessings by association.  It is to everyone’s advantage to believe in Jesus Christ.  

LESSON #14   (3-11-10)
. . . in Macedonia and in Achaia . . .  Roman province in NT times, beginning as a kingdom in the seventh century bc. Little is known about the first several centuries of its history, but with the coming to power of the Greek king Philip II (359–336 bc), and especially of his son Alexander III (the Great, 336–323 bc), Macedonia became a world power. After Alexander’s death, the empire was divided among his successors into several regions, one of them the original Macedonian kingdom. Instability held sway for the next 150 years, and in 167 bc Macedonia came under Roman rule. Initially divided into four districts by the Romans (Acts 16:12 is a possible reference to this division), this territory was made into a Roman province in 14 bc with Thessalonica as its capital. Briefly, from ad 15–44, Macedonia was combined with Achaia and Moesia (other parts of Greece) into one large province; however, in ad 44, the three were again separated. Macedonia’s importance continued through the Roman era, and it remained a separate entity down to modern times, though at present no Macedonian state exists.
The Roman province of Macedonia included the northern region of Greece and southern sections of present-day Albania, Yugoslavia (former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia), and Bulgaria. Noted for its gold, silver, timber, and farmlands, the region also served as a land route for trade between Asia and the West. Shortly after the Romans incorporated Macedonia as a province, they built the Via Egnatia, a paved road over 500 miles (804.5 kilometers) long, running from the Adriatic coast to the Aegean, no doubt traveled by the apostle Paul as he moved through the Macedonian cities of Neapolis, Philippi, Amphipolis, Apollonia, and Thessalonica (Acts 16:11–12; 17:1).

The gospel was introduced to Europe by way of Macedonia when Paul responded to a vision while on his second missionary journey (Acts 16:9–12). Details of that work, centering in Philippi and Thessalonica, are described in Acts 16:11-17:15. On his third journey, though delayed initially (19:21–22), Paul later returned to Macedonia, and again after a stay in Corinth (20:1–3; 1 Cor 16:5; 2 Cor 1:16, 2:13 for references to Macedonia visits).Walter A. Elwell and Philip Wesley Comfort, Tyndale Bible Dictionary, Tyndale reference library (Wheaton, Ill.: Tyndale House Publishers, 2001), 841.
1 Thessalonians 1:8  

For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from (APO) you, not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place your faith toward God has gone forth, so that we have no need to say anything.

. . . For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you . . . EXECHOMAI  v. rpi;  EK = out or forth + ECHEO = to sound forth; to ring out.  The Thessalonians gave the gospel and doctrine to everyone they came into contact with. They taught people to teach people to teach people, and on and on it went. But notice that “has sounded forth” is in the passive voice. God used the Thessalonians as a giant speaker to get His message out. 
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The results of the actions of the Thessalonian believers continued right on up to our present     day. We learn from what they did. We are not only responsible to witness to others, we are also responsible to teach them doctrine. 

2 Corinthians 5:18-20 . . . Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ, and gave us the ministry of reconciliation,  19) namely, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and He has committed to us the word of reconciliation.  20) Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were *entreating through us; we beg [implore] you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.

. . . entreating . . . PARAKALEO  part. pa;  to call, help, comfort, encourage.

. . . from (APO) . . . This preposition means “out from the source” and it is used three different ways.

1) Source of identification    One is identified with some outfit and that is their source.

2) Ultimate source or far source    Something or someone can be traced back to the ultimate or original source. It is used this way in this verse, the new believers that Paul came into contact with could be traced back through the Thessalonian believers all the way to Paul who was the original source of the gospel.

3)  Near source or immediate source   This source is immediate and apparent, no research or tracing is necessary.  
. . . not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place your faith toward God has gone forth . . .EXERCHO (v. rai;  to go out.

LESSON #15   (3-16-10)
Don’t ever underestimate the impact that occurs when you teach someone Bible doctrine. The gospel was trumpeted out to the world from Thessalonica, but the Thessalonians were not tooting their horn about what they did. And God caused it to be heard all over the world. 

Isaiah 55:10-11 . . . For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, And do not return there without watering the earth, And making it bear and sprout, And furnishing seed to the sower and bread to the eater;  11) So shall My word be which goes forth from My mouth;  It shall not return to Me empty, Without accomplishing what I desire, And without succeeding in the matter for which I sent it.

. . . so that we have no need to say anything . . . The Word had spread to such an extent that everywhere Paul and his companions went, they found believers who had heard the gospel from the Thessalonians or from their converts.

1 Thessalonians 1:9-10  

For they themselves  [Thessalonian converts]  report  [keep on reporting] about us what kind of a reception we had with you  [the Thessalonians], and how you turned to God from (APO) idols to serve a living and true God,  10) and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, that is Jesus, who delivers us from the wrath to come.  

. . . For they themselves . . . refers to the converts of the Thessalonian believers.

. . . report about us . . . APANGELLO  v. pai;  to tell, declare, announce; to bring a message from someone.  
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. . . about us what kind of a reception we had with you . . . EISODOS  s n. asm;  from EIS = into + HODOS = a way.  So here, it means a way into a relationship with the Thessalonian believers.  The new converts were relating the story of how Paul and his companions went into Thessalonica and lead the people to the Lord. The new converts  were using the same method Paul used to convert the Thessalonians who converted them. The best way to train a new convert how to witness to others is to show them how you witnessed to them.

. . . and how you turned to God from idols . . .  EPISTREPHO  v. aai;  to turn oneself upon or toward; to turn to the service and worship of the true God. It means to turn from something, to something.  They turned from idols to the living God. 

Something had to happen before they made that turn, what was it?  First of all they had to change their mind (METANOEO) about Jesus Christ. 
J. Vernon McGee made an interesting point in “Through The Bible With J. Vernon McGee”.  He pointed out that Paul said  “they turned to God from idols” not that “they turned from idols to God”.  The point is, Paul did not go in denouncing idols or give a series of messages on the evil of idolatry.  He didn’t have to; he simply preached Jesus Christ and Him crucified.

1 Corinthians 2:1-2 . . . And when I came to you, brethren, I did not come with superiority of speech or of wisdom, proclaiming to you the testimony of God.  2) For I determined to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.

One must turn from dependence on his own works to dependence on Christ and His work in order to receive the free gift of eternal life. However, the dependence on Christ comes first;  it is never the other way around. 

No one has ever had to give up anything or turn from anything in order to be saved. It’s true that Idol worshipers would probably stop worshipping idols after they accepted Christ but never would it be required before they accepted Christ.

Some allege that if a man doesn’t turn from his sin, it is because he hasn’t turned to Christ.

Is this true?  What do you think?  People get confused when they read the Bible and see the commands to believers to straighten up their behavior and stop allowing sin to control their lives. They think these commands are required of unbelievers to gain salvation or of believers to maintain their salvation. 

Is it possible for a drunk to be truly saved if he keeps on drinking after he said he accepted the gospel?  What if a homosexual continues to have sex with other men?  What about an idol worshipper who continues to worship idols?  What if a person was a Muslim before he accepted the gospel and then went back to Islam?  What if he was a Buddhist or a Hindu?  

LESSON #16   (3-18-10)        2 Tim. 2:11-13, Matt. 26:34 
. . . from idols . . . EIDOLON  n. gpn;  an image, idol, or statue; a formed object that is worshipped. It comes from EIDOS which means to see; external appearance; to be visible.  

Demon activity is associated with idolatry, Deut. 32:17, 1 Cor. 10:14-20 (Power Point)
. . . from (APO) idols . . . This preposition is used as the source of identification. The new converts were no longer identified with idols but were now identified with fellow believers.
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. . . to serve . . . DOULEUO   inf. pa;  to serve; to be a slave. It is a derivative of the noun DOULOS which means slave. It is important to notice that this word is in the present tense and not the aorist tense which means that serving is not a one-time endeavor or an effort made every once in a while. It is a present, on-going, day-by-day duty.

The reason these believers were able to serve is because of what is said about them in verse 6, . . . having received the word, which is a present middle participle. No one is ready to serve until they know how to serve which requires knowledge of B.D. including eschatology and prophecy. 
. . . a living and true God . . . The NASV is the only modern version of the Bible that translates this, “a living and true God”. The others translate it, “the living and true God”.  The Greek does not have a definite article here, so technically, the indefinite article “a” is correct.  It contrasts all of the idol, dead, false gods with a living and true God. 

LESSON #17   (3-23-10)        
Verse10 . . . and to wait for His Son from (EK) heaven, whom He raised from (EK) the dead, that is Jesus, who delivers us from (EK) the wrath to come.  

. . . and to wait for His Son from (EK) heaven(s) . . . ANAMENO  inf. pa; ANA = stress + MENO = to wait.  Why were they waiting for Jesus to come back?  Because He said He must go away but He would return, John 7:33,13:3, 14:2-3,28, 16:5,7,10,28, Acts 1:9,11, 1 Thess. 4:16-17, 2 Thess. 2:1, Heb. 9:28, 1 John 3:2. 

This is the Greek word for waiting which includes the sense of anticipation or expectation.

This word [ANAMENO] is used one time in the LLX :

Job 7:2 . . . As a slave who pants for the shade, and as a hired man who EAGERLY WAITS for his wages . . .

1 Corinthians 1:7 . . .  so that you are not lacking in any gift, awaiting eagerly the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ . . .

1 Corinthians 4:5 . . . wait until the Lord comes . . .

Philippians 3:20 . . . For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ;

2 Timothy 4:8 . . . in the future, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day;  and not only to me, but also to all who have loved His appearing.

Titus 2:13 . . . looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus;

James 5:7 . . . Be patient, therefore, brethren, until the coming of the Lord.

We have two present active infinitives, “to serve” and “to wait”.  This is telling them that they were not to sit around shirking their responsibilities but were to actively serve the Lord while awaiting His return. They had the desire to please the Lord, but it was an anxious anticipation of His return that motivated them to serve Him.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

. . . from heaven . . . OURANOS  sn. gpm;  heaven, sky, air.  Notice that this word is in the plural and should be translated “heavens”.  Jesus had to pass the first and second heavens to get to the third heaven when He ascended, so He’ll pass through them again when He returns.

                                                                                                                                             16
Notice that the believers in Thessalonica were waiting for the Lord’s return, the Rapture. If there were certain things that must take place before His return that would prevent Him from returning during their lifetime, certainly Paul would have informed them of that fact. 

LESSON #17   (3-25-10)        
. . . whom He [GTF] raised from (EK)  the dead . . .  EGEIRO  v. aai;  to rise up.  Jesus was in the grave three days and three nights, then was resurrected in an instant.  If this were not true, our faith is in vain and we have no salvation.

1 Corinthians 15:16-19 . . . For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ has been raised;  17 and if Christ has not been raised, your faith is worthless; you are still in your sins.  18 Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished.  19 If we have hoped in Christ in this life only, we are of all men most to be pitied.
. . . that is Jesus . . . Emphasis here is on the humanity of Christ.

. . . who delivers us from (EK) the wrath to come. . .  RHUOMAI  part. pa; 

to draw or snatch from danger; rescue; deliver. This is a present active participle of sequence meaning that the wrath will begin at a point in time and believers will be delivered from it. This is more correctly translated with the meaning of drawing to oneself than merely rescuing someone or something. 

Notice that the word “from” is used three times in this verse. The first two times we have  1) Christ coming out of heaven because 2) He came out of death. This construction is called an effective parallelism. 

However, it is used in a different way the third time. There is a time element in the first two. Christ spent time in the grave, then was raised out from it. He has been in heaven for approximately 2,000 years and will come out of it. 

However, believers will be delivered from the wrath to come, not out of the wrath to come. The present active participle of sequence means that when the wrath comes, it will be the next event of God’s unfolding plan and believers will be delivered from it. It does not mean they will go through part of it and then be delivered out of the middle of the wrath.

The context of this verse strongly suggests that the wrath to come is not some indiscriminate or random wrath but a distinct, particular wrath that characterizes the dispensation of the Tribulation. So, the next event after Christ’s return for His church will be the seven-year Tribulation characterized by God’s wrath. 
Paul, the Thessalonian believers, and Christians today will escape all aspects of God’s wrath, general and specific, including the Tribulation period. The clear implication of this verse is that Paul hoped in the Lord’s imminent return. Otherwise Paul would have told his readers to prepare for the Tribulation.

In the phrase “from the coming wrath” the word translated “from” means that Christians are kept from it, not taken out of it. The same verb (rescues) and preposition (from) are used in 2 Corinthians 1:10 where Paul said he was delivered from a deadly peril. Obviously this does not mean Paul died and was resurrected. Christians will be kept away from God’s wrath, not just kept safe through it. John F. Walvoord, Roy B. Zuck and Dallas Theological Seminary, The Bible Knowledge Commentary : An Exposition of the Scriptures (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1983-c1985), 2:693.
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What “wrath to come” is this? Since Christ’s appearance “out of heaven” is later described in  1 Thess. 4:15-17 as the rapture, this “coming wrath” must be the same wrath described in 1 Thess. 5:3,9, God’s wrath in the future Tribulation. The general context of both Thessalonian epistles is the Day of the Lord, especially that aspect of God’s judgment that precedes and leads up to Christ’s second coming. Indeed, the fact that 1:10 calls it a “coming wrath” implies that the “rescue” is related to Christ’s return. 

Biblical Evidence for the Imminence of the Rapture, by Wayne A. Brindle Dallas Theological Seminary, Bibliotheca Sacra Volume 158 (Dallas Theological Seminary, 2001; 2002), 158:142.

The “wrath to come” in this verse is the same wrath mentioned in 1 Thess. 5:9 . . For God has not destined us for wrath . . .”

Revelation 6:17 states, “For the great day of their wrath is come; and who is able to stand?” The character of the judgments which will fall is such that they will affect everyone—famine, pestilence, sword, earthquake, stars falling from heaven. The only way one could be kept from that day of wrath would be to be delivered beforehand. The same context in 1 Thessalonians 5 also affirms that the believer will not be overtaken by the day of destruction like a thief in the night and that the believer is not to be included with the children of darkness who are doomed for destruction.     John F. Walvoord, Dallas Theological Seminary, Bibliotheca Sacra Volume 111 (Dallas Theological Seminary, 1954; 2002), 111:296-297.







