JOSHUA

יְהוֹשֻׁעַ
CHAPTER 10

LESSON #41  (8-28-11) 

Verse 1   Adoni-zedek sounds similar to another king called Melchizedek, a king of ancient Jerusalem, city name meaning "foundationof peace".   ZEDEK is the Hebrew word for righteousness.   

ADONI is Hebrew for the word Lord  +  ZEDEK  =  “the lord of righteousness”, self-righteousness.  

MELCHI is Hebrew for the word for king + ZEDEK  =  "the King of Righteousness". 

These two king’s names sound similar but are actually opposites. 

Why would a pagan king be named “lord of righteousness”?  Because Satan is the great counterfeiter.  Just because somebody uses religious vocabulary and talks to you about the Lord, redemption, and grace, doesn’t mean they are a true believer or that they're saved. Remember Satan transforms himself into a minister of light and uses sweet, pious-looking people who lie and deceive.   

Verse 2  Notice that the Gibeonites are called “mighty men”. Heb. GEBOR;  strong, valiant, or brave. The Gibeonites did not surrender to Israel because they were cowards but because they believed that the God of Israel was truly The God.  

Just as the Gibeonites incurred wrath from the other kings when they believed in the God of Israel, so it is with believers when they trust in Jesus Christ. They are considered traitors by Satan and incur his wrath. Satan does everything he can to trip up a new believer.

Verse 3  1) king of Hebron  (alliance)  HOHAM  =  to make noise, destroy, crush 

2) king of Jarmuth (high, height) PIRAM  = a wild ass

3) king of Lachish (impregnable) JAPHIA   = illustrious; splendid; shining or gleaming 

4) king of Eglon (fine bull calf; large & fat)  DEBIR  = an oracle or speaker

Verse 4-5  The five kings attack Gibeon, which means high hill or dweller on a high hill.

Verse 6      The Gibeonites asked Joshua for help. 

"Do not abandon  [KJV: Slack not thy hand from]  your servants; come up to us quickly and save us. . .This is where Joshua really has to trust God’s promises of Chapter 1, verses 5 and 9.

Joshua 1:5 . . . No man will be able to stand before you all the days of your life. Just as I have been with Moses, I will be with you; I will not fail you or forsake you. 

Joshua 1:9 . . . Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous! Do not tremble or be dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go."    

Notice that the Gibeonites referred to themselves as “servants”. This is a way they were declaring their submission to Israel. 

The Israelites were safely in the Lord’s hands and He would not let go, and the Gibeonites were in the Israelites hands and they would not let go. Why would the Israelites not let go of the Gibeonites? The oath that Joshua and the leaders of Israel made. The Gibeonites knew their deliverance was connected to Israel and Israel’s God. They knew that God would not let the Israelites down, and that’s why they sought after them in the first place and why they were asking them for help. 

Can we be sure that we are safe in God’s hands and that they will not grow slack and let us fall?

John 10:27-29 . . . My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me:  28) And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand.  29) My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father's hand.
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Verse 7  Joshua didn’t hesitate, he assembled the troops that very night and marched to Gibeon. He didn’t form a committee and discuss it, he didn’t pole the people to see what they thought, he took the lead and did what he knew was the right thing to do.

Verse 8  Verses 8-10 gives us an overview or summary of the battle.  Verses 11-14 give us the details, which is the typical way of Hebrew writing, first you get the general summary and then you get the details. Joshua was recanting what the Lord had already told him in Joshua 1:3,5, and 9.
Verse 9  They would march all night, 15-20 miles and then go into battle the next morning. It was a tiresome journey with an ascent of 4,000 feet up steep and difficult terrain. There was no opportunity to rest.

Joshua didn’t decide to go their aid because strategically to his advantage, he went because he knew it was God’s will for him to do it and that God was faithful to His promises.
Verse 10-11  It was God that gave the Israelites victory through confounding their enemy. “confounding”,  HAMAM, qal. Imp; to make noise, to confuse, or discomfit, 

The Israelite army could not have won the battle without God’s help. Most of the enemy were killed by giant hailstones. The world is extremely impressed with the weapons of war mankind has devised, but they can’t begin to compare to the weapons of God. He uses nature itself;  He controls the entire natural environment.

Job 38:22-23 . . . Have you entered the storehouses of the snow, or have you seen the storehouses of the hail,  23) which I have reserved for the time of distress, for the day of war and battle?

Within seconds, God could knock out every major weapons system of both Russia and America, our ICBM’s and everything else, by simply manipulating the electromagnetic field of the earth. The instruments located in missile nose cones have their instructions electronically implanted, so a change in the magnetic field would completely erase them.

Earthquakes can destroy runway missiles and their silos. Tsunamis can sink ships and destroy coastlines. Rainy conditions can ground bombers and bog down mechanized units in mud. It only took a severe Russian winter to stop the Germans just miles outside of Moscow. 

An extra thick fog enabled Washington and colonial troops to cross the Delaware river completely un-noticed by the British.

Read: 1 Sam. 7:3-13   

We need to make sure we are right with God, focus on serving Him, and He will take care of everything else.

Matthew 6:33 . . . seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.

God discomfited Sisera in Judges 4:15.  He discomfited 185,000 Asyrians in Sennacherib’s army when Hezekiah and the people in Jerusalem trusted in the Lord.

Read: Judges 4:15, Ex.23:23-37, and 2 Kings 9:35. He discomfits our enemies IF we trust in Him and obey Him.  He will clobber your every problem.

LESSON #42  (9-4-11) The Lord's Supper;  Looking back at salvation & forward to His coming.
The Israelite army was tired.  They had nothing to eat, yet had to pursue the enemy for 30–40 more miles on foot. So God used His own artillery. His artillery is perfect and hits the target every time without a single miss.

This is not the last time God will use hailstones to confound and punish men.
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Revelation 16:21 . . . And huge hailstones, about one hundred pounds each, came down from heaven upon men; and men blasphemed God because of the plague of the hail, because its plague was extremely severe.

Verse 12-13   What Joshua said in verse 12 is a petitionary prayer which he says first before he addresses the sun and the moon.

Joshua knew he and his men could not finish the victory by pursuing these men any longer. He needed time and he needed light because it was obvious that the Canaanite troops could disperse very easily in the dark, having complete familiarity with the terrain, and that it would be the end of the Israelites in their exhausted condition.

He was in a very dangerous situation because his troops were in the field without sleep for over 48 hours, and he saw he would have to bivouac right out in the middle of enemy territory where they’d be sure to face annihilation. So he counted on the Lord for even more divine help.


It is important to recognize that our situation in life is much like that of Joshua. If he didn’t depend on the Lord, he would have been overcome and destroyed by the enemy. Mediocre believers who put the details of life before God and His Word don’t get it. They don’t realize they are in spiritual combat every single day. If they don’t aggressively seek the Lord they will most certainly become spiritual casualties. 

Joshua spoke to the sun and the moon to stay put. God accommodated his desire. This enabled them to wipe out the resistance so they could camp in that area that night without being attacked.  

The Book of Jasher was also known as the Book of the Upright or the Book of the Just Ones.

The lost Book of Jasher had various content in it such as military science, music, and poetry. 

"It was probably a kind of national sacred song-book, a collection of songs in praise of the heroes of Israel, a “book of golden deeds,” a national anthology. We have only two specimens from the book, (1) the words of Joshua which he spake to the Lord at the crisis of the battle of Beth-horon (Josh. 10:12, 13); and (2) “the Song of the Bow,” that beautiful and touching mournful elegy which David composed on the occasion of the death of Saul and Jonathan (2 Sam. 1:17–18)." 

 Easton, M. (1996). Easton's Bible dictionary. Oak Harbor, WA:
Some people just simply don’t believe this event happened.

Some say that it's not scientifically correct to say the sun stood still because what actually happened is that the earth stopped spinning. The sun doesn’t go around the earth. 

1. We know this today, and yet we still hear weather reports that include statements like, “sunrise will be at 6:32 tomorrow morning". Many churches have “sunrise services” on Easter.

2. Habakkuk 3:11 clearly says the sun and the moon stood still.

3. Things were written in the 16th century that contain Mexican traditions going back before 1000 BC..  Notice, that Mexico is in the western hemisphere where they speak of "a hail of stones", a long night, and earthquakes following a previous catastrophe 52 years before.  So we have this very interesting report similar the one in Joshua, and notice, too, that it’s not just a borrowed legend from the Bible somehow that leads to the western hemisphere because this isn’t reporting a long day. It's reporting a long night in the western hemisphere which is what you'd expect if there was a long day in the eastern hemisphere.  
LESSON #43  (9-18-11)
Verse 14  has a phrase that captures the whole subject of this chapter. . . the Lord fought for Israel. 
LECHAM, niphel participle;  to fight, make war, overcome, or to conquer. 

The niphel participle means that God was fighting, and fighting, and fighting every step of the way for Joshua and His chosen people of Israel. 
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This is what our God loves to do because it brings Him glory. He loves to come to our rescue when we depend on Him in any and all circumstances, especially when we have no solutions and there seems to be no hope. 

When was the last time your fat was in the fire? 
When did you last ask for something big?  

You can't ask God for anything too big. We don't have because we don't ask.

We do have directions. We have an assembly book.
Is the Lord #1 on your list of priorities? You are either depending on Him or yourself, never both.
Verse 15  This is a summery statement, verses 16-27 amplify what happened before they returned to Gilgal.  

Verse 16-19  The five kings from verse 3 thought they would be safe from God’s wrath by hiding in a cave. Rev. 6:15-17 says this same thing will happen again in the Tribulation. The justice of God could not humble them and they continued to defy Him and be embittered against Him just as many leaders will be in the Tribulation.

In chapter 8, Joshua broke the military principle of pursuing the enemy when they are on the run because it was more important to obey God’s command to go to Sheckem to worship Him. But here, he had no such command, so he kept the enemy on the run.

Verse 20  After all of this, there were still enemy troops and the 5 kings who escaped.
Verse 21  The first miracle was the hail stones from heaven; the second miracle was the sun standing still, and now, the third one is zero casualties.  This is an idiom which means not one; not even one of the army of Israel was injured; there were no wounded, no fatalities, zero casualties.    

Verse 22-23  Joshua now deals with the five kings who hid in a cave, thinking they could avoid the wrath of God.     
(Visual: Joshua Map, Foot On Neck God's Message in the Stars, 9-18-11)
FALLING ON THE NECK  Verse 24 . . .  falling on the neck 
1. This expression can be used as an emotional embrace in a greeting or farewell, Gen. 33:4, KJV Acts 20:37.
2. "The word “neck” is also used to speak of one’s spiritual condition. To stiffen or harden one’s neck means to rebel or resist, KJV Deut. 31:27.  A stiffnecked person is a stubborn, self-willed person who is determined to resist God’s will, Acts 7:51."  Nelson's new illustrated Bible dictionary. 1995

3. Sometimes bands or chains were put around the neck to enslave people, Isa. 8:8,52:2, Jer. 27:12. 

4. But it refers here to the total subjection of the enemy.  

LESSON #44  (9-25-11)










(Visual: One With Israel)   We are standing with Israel against the forces of evil that presently surround her, who keep on chipping away at her ability to defend herself and are calling amongst themselves for her destruction. Peace will never happen until the Prince of Peace returns.

Review of  Verse 24 . . .  falling on the neck and the verses that reveal how Satan bruised Christ but Christ will crush Satan's head with his foot, representing absolute subjection, and the fact that God gave Christ this supreme victory, Gen. 3:15. 

(Visual: Joshua Map, Foot On Neck, God's Message in the Stars, 9-18-11)  

Read Job 38:32, Rom.10:14-18, Psa.19:1-5

God's message is in the stars where Serpens, the snake (Satan), is reaching for Corona Homeasis, the crown, and Ophiuchus, the snake-handler (JC), has his foot on the head of Scorpio, the scorpion (Satan). 
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Hercules (JC) is about to cut off the head of Draco, the dragon (Satan). Each little part of God's message to us in the sky teaches us who will triumph in the end starting with the constellation Virgo, the virgin birth, and ending with the 12th constellation, Leo the Lion, representing the ultimate victor and hero, Jesus Christ of the tribe of Judah. Every night, there is another act. Job mentions Orion, the Pleiades, and other constellations that teach us how believers in Christ have nothing fear because we are on the winning side.

LESSON #45  (10-2-11)

Verse 24 . . . falling on the neck . . . describes something that goes much deeper than five kings with their heads in the dirt and Israel's general staff coming along to put their feet on their necks. That act depicted a much more real issue that affects the lives of all mankind. Joshua demonstrated something very profound to his staff, people, and to us.
Most people lackadasically think there is a mere fight going on between God and Satan and that it's not certain yet or unclear who will win. But from the get-go and besides showing it to us in the stars, the Lord gave us a written, succinct, and vivid picture of the greatest galactic battle, defeat, and victory of all time as well as its' outcome. Here is the first hint that God was going to send a savior.

Gen. 3:15 . . . And I will put enmity between you [Satan] and the woman, and between your seed and her seed [JC]; He shall bruise you on the head, and you shall bruise Him on the heel.
The Seed of the woman, Jesus Christ, tramples on the head of the serpent, then, crushes the serpent’s head, but incurs damage to His own heel. A wound to the head is often fatal, but not so for a wound to the heel. Our Lord suffered on the cross, but Satan will suffer for all eternity in the Lake of Fire. Isn’t it interesting that in Rev 13:3, we read of the Beast with a head that seems to have a mortal wound? 

A number of texts reflect the imagary of Gen 3:14-15 where God gave us this picture of the end game right off the bat. Skulls crushed, enemies broken, the rebellious trodden underfoot, the defeated seed of the serpent licking the dust, and serpents smushed. Isa.27:1, Psa.74:12-14, Isa.51:9, Lk.10:18-19

Romans 16:20 . . . The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet. The grace of our Lord Jesus be with you.  [Be of good cheer. You are in the war, but Satan is toast already!]

Ephesians 1:22 . . . And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the church. . . [as in marriage, Eph.5-18-20]
Psalm 110:1 . . . The LORD says to my Lord: "Sit at My right hand Until I make your enemies a footstool for Your feet." [1 Cor.15 quotes this also]

Hebrews 10:12-13 . . . but He [J.C.], having offered one sacrifice for sins for all time, sat down at the right hand of God,  13) waiting from that time onward until His enemies be made a footstool for His feet.
Acts 2:34-35 . . . The Lord said to my Lord, "sit at my right hand,  35) until I make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet.
Luke 20:42-43 . . . For David himself says in the book of Psalms, 'The Lord said to my LORD, "Sit at My right hand,  43) until I make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet."  

“The metaphor of a footstool is most likely taken from the custom of the ancient Near East in which a victorious king placed his foot on the necks of his conquered foes.  It indicates the complete subjugation of those who have been defeated to those who have overcome them.” Vol. 10: Detroit Baptist Seminary Journal 10. 2005 (107).
Review God's Message in the Stars  (Visual: Joshua Map, Foot On Neck, Stars, 9-18-11)    
Then, David proclaims that his enemies fell under his feet. 
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2 Samuel 22:33-39 . . . "God is my strong fortress; and He sets the blameless in His way.  34) "He makes my feet like hinds' feet, and sets me on my high places.  35) "He trains my hands for battle, so that my arms can bend a bow of bronze.  36) "You have also given me the shield of Your salvation, and Your help makes me great.  37) "You enlarge my steps under me, and my feet have not slipped.  38) "I pursued my enemies and destroyed them, and I did not turn back until they were consumed.  39) "And I have devoured them and shattered them, so that they did not rise; and they fell under my feet.

Psalm 44:5-7 . . . Through You we will push back our adversaries; through Your name we will trample down those who rise up against us. 6) For I will not trust in my bow, nor will my sword save me. 7) But You have saved us from our adversaries, & You have put to shame those who hate us.

Psalm 60:12 & 108:14 . . .Through God we shall do valiantly, and it is He who will tread down our adversaries.

Psalm 91:10-13 . . . No evil will befall you, nor will any plague come near your tent.  11) For He will give His angels charge concerning you, to guard you in all your ways.  12) They will bear you up in their hands, that you do not strike your foot against a stone.  13) You will tread upon the lion and cobra, the young lion and the serpent you will trample down.

This verse refers to the protection and help the angelic realm provides Church Age believers, even when we tread upon the seeds of the serpent. Satan distorted this verse when he tempted our Lord to commit suicide in Mt. 4:6 by adding the words, “lest at any time”, trying to get the Lord to arrogantly take the dare and go outside God's will and plan by using His own diety to save Himself after jumping off the cliff, but the New American Standard version left this out. The King James correctly shows it.

Psalm 91:14-16 . . . Because he has loved Me, therefore I will deliver him; I will set him securely on high, because he has known My name.  15) "He will call upon Me, and I will answer him; I will be with him in trouble; I will rescue him and honor him.  16) "With a long life, I will satisfy him and let him see My salvation."  

In these verses, we see that God’s deliverance is conditional. When we know Him, love Him, and call on Him, He blesses us and empowers us to win the smaller tactical victories. Look what our Lord is going to do when He returns at the 2nd Advent.
Isaiah 63:1-3 . . . Who is this who comes from Edom, with garments of glowing colors from Bozrah, this One who is majestic in His apparel, marching in the greatness of His strength? "It is I who speak in righteousness, mighty to save."  2) Why is Your apparel red, and Your garments like the one who treads in the wine press?  3) "I have trodden the wine trough alone, and from the peoples there was no man with Me. I also trod them in My anger and trampled them in My wrath; and their lifeblood is sprinkled on My garments, and I stained all My raiment.   

It won’t be grapes that our Lord will be trodding; it will be unbelievers who will be the seed of the serpent the Lord will crush and smush like grapes in a windpress.    

1 Corinthians 15:25-27 . . . For He must reign  [in the Millennium]  until He has put all His enemies under His feet.  26) The last enemy that will be abolished is death.  27) For HE  [GTF] HAS PUT ALL THINGS IN SUBJECTION UNDER HIS  [JC's]  FEET.

One more passage in the New Testament demonstrates how Christ has already attained strategic victory over the powers of darkness so that we can potentially obtain tactical victories ourselves. 

Colossians 2:15 . . . When He had disarmed the rulers and authorities, He made a public display of them, having triumphed over them through Him it  ([the cross].

1 Corinthians 15:57 . . . Thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 















        7    Are you going to succomb to fear, sit on the bench, whine and complain, and bring the whole team down, or are you going to trust in the Coach, train, get in the game, contribute, & share in the victory Christ already won?
LESSON #46  (10-9-11)

Verse 25 . . . Joshua then said to them, "Do not fear or be dismayed! Be strong and courageous, for thus the LORD will do to all your enemies with whom you fight."
This verse summarized what the foot on the neck ritual was all about. It taught Joshua's army commanders that the promise of God’s victory was just as valid in their generation as it was in Moses’s day. In other words, God's promise to Moses would not diminish in force for them. They had empirical evidence that God was faithful to keep His promise and would give them victory every bit as much as He did for Moses.  Moses had passed on these words to Joshua:

Moses spoke these words to Joshua.

Deuteronomy 31:8 . . . The LORD is the one who goes ahead of you; He will be with you. He will not fail you or forsake you. Do not fear or be dismayed.

God Himself had spoken these words to Joshua to reinforce what Moses said:



 
Joshua 8:1 . . . Now the LORD said to Joshua, "Do not fear or be dismayed."

Joshua 1:9 . . . Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous! Do not tremble or be dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go.

Here we see Joshua speaking these same words to the people to bolster their confidence:

Verse 26 . . . So afterward Joshua struck them and put them to death, and he hanged them on five trees; and they hung on the trees until evening.

Starting here, it gets a little hard for some people to take. [read scripture]

There’s something operating behind these five kings and its found in Deut. 18:9-12.  

They had sold themselves and prostituted themselves to demonic forces of darkness.  

Deuteronomy 18:9 . . . When you enter the land which the LORD your God gives you, you shall not learn to imitate the detestable things of those nations.  “the nations” referrs to the nations of these five kings.

“Those nations” refers to the nations of these five kings who had sold and prostituted themselves to demonic forces of darkness.  The land  of Canaan was saturated with demonic activity.

Deuteronomy 18:10-12  Spiritism is described, which sadly, has come back into America.  
Joshua 8:29 . . . And he [Joshua] hung the king of Ai on a tree until evening; and at sunset Joshua gave command and they took his body down from the tree, and threw it at the entrance of the city gate, and raised over it a great heap of stones that stands to this day.

Deuteronomy 21:22-23 . . . And if a man has committed a sin worthy of death, and he is put to death, and you hang him on a tree,  23) his corpse shall not hang all night on the tree, but you shall surely bury him on the same day (for he who is hanged is accursed of God), so that you do not defile your land which the LORD your God gives you as an inheritance.

Our great Savior was accursed as He hung on the tree of Calvary for us.  

Galatians 3:13 . . . Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law, having become a curse for us, for it is written, "Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree "

2 Corinthians 5:21 . . . He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.

Verse 27  (From notes on Joshua 8:29) 
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The king of Ai was executed and hung before the people, then his body was buried at the gate of the city with a great heap of stones placed over it as a memorial. Sound familiar? 

What was left behind after the Israelites crossed the River Jordan? 

What was left behind when the Israelites left Jericho? 

Heaps of stones from fallen walls. 

What was left on top of Achan's body who disobeyed God and caused the defeat of Israel? A great heap of stones. 

Another heap of stones was left on top of the body of the king of Ai. 

Now stones were placed over the cave of the five executed pagan kings. What is going on here?

They were leaving a historical memorial behind to link God’s actions to space and time. This would remind people of God’s power and faithfulness to Israel for ages to come.

Verse 27-43

Four of the five cities are destroyed; the one city that is not destroyed is the city of Jerusalem, saved for 400 years for David to take over.

It certainly is true that the Lord fought for Israel but we should bear in mind that Joshua obeyed the our Lord’s command of to meditate on His Word day and night. This fact is to be taken into account as one pagan stronghold after another fell before Him. God turned cursing into blessing because Joshua was faithful.

Verse 29-30

Makkedah:  place of shepherds. It's been identified with the modern el-Moghâr, 25 miles northwest of Jerusalem where there are two caves large enough to contain five men each. Smith's Bible Dictionary
Libnah:  Hebrew meaning white for a heavily fortified position on a limestone cliff.  One of the royal cities of the Canaanites. It became one of the Levitical towns in the tribe of Judah (21:13), and was strongly fortified. The Assyrian king Sennacherib turned to Libnah after the siege of Lachish in 701 B.C., 2 Kings 19:8; Isa. 37:8.  Easton's Bible Dictionary
Verse 31-32

Lachish:  is a highly fortified position.  Lachish was a place that was so important that both Sennacherib in 700 BC of the Assyrian army, and Nebuchadnezzar in 600 BC with the Neo-Babylonian army both expended thousands of troops trying to secure Lachish because Lachish guarded the main road that moved from Jerusalem southwest to Egypt.

During the time of Hezekiah in 701 B.C., Sennacherib, King of Assyria, attacked Lachish, 2 Kin. 18:13–17, 2 Chr. 32:9. Its capture was so important to Sennacherib that he memorialized it in a magnificent relief on the wall of his palace at Nineveh. He also sent a letter to Hezekiah, demanding his surrender, 2 Kin. 18:14, 17; 19:8. One thing he did not put on the relief was the night our Lord killed 185,000 of his soldiers after threatening King Hezekiah, then attacking Jerusalem with all his might, but King Hezekiah trusted in the Lord, 2 Kings 19:35.
Sennacherib’s devastation of Lachish is not only documented in the Bible in 2 Kings 18:13, but was also memorialized in relief on the palace walls of the Assyrian royal city at Nineveh, which is modern Kuyunjik, opposite modern Mosul in northern Iraq. Harper's Bible Dictionary
About 100 years later, Lachish was again a stronghold in the nation of Judah. Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon, attacked and defeated, then Judah into captivity in 586 B.C., Jer. 34:7. When the Jews returned from their years of captivity in Babylon, the city of Lachish was inhabited once again, Neh. 11:30.  Nelson's New Illustrated Bible Dictionary. 1995
(Visual: Joshua Maps, 10-9-11)    

Joshua used a blitzkrieg type warfare; he was mobile, moving quickly from city to city.

LESSON #47  (10-16-11)    (Visual: Joshua Maps, 10-16-11) 
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Verse 33-34  Horam, King of Gezer came up to help Lachish and got his come-uppance, too.

Eglon:  Hebrew for young bull;  It was a city-state situated seven miles southwest of Lachish
in the low country, and Joshua took this city in one day.

Verse 35-36

Hebron:  Hebrew for alliance. It was a capital city among many cities and the favorite home of Abraham where he pitched his tent under the oaks of Mamre. Its name later came to be known as Hebron and is the place where Sarah died and was buried.  Easton's Bible Dictionary
Joshua later gave Hebron to Caleb, who used his volition to obey as an inheritance in Josh.14:13   
When David became king of Judah, this was his royal residence where he resided for seven and a half years, 2 Sam. 5:5, and was anointed king over all Israel there, 2 Sam. 2:1–4, 11; 1 Kings 2:11.

Verse 38-39

Debir:  Hebrew for inmost part of the sanctuary.  The earlier name of Debir was Kirjath-sepher, “city of book,” Josh.15:15; Judges 1:11, and Kirjath-sannah, “city of palm”, Josh.15:49.    Smith's Bible Dict.
Verse 40-43

Sums everything up.

Deuteronomy 9:4-6 . . . Do not say in your heart when the LORD your God has driven them out before you, 'Because of my righteousness, the LORD has brought me in to possess this land,' but it is because of the wickedness of these nations that the LORD is dispossessing them before you.  5) "It is not for your righteousness or for the uprightness of your heart that you are going to possess their land, but it is because of the wickedness of these nations that the LORD your God is driving them out before you, in order to confirm the oath which the LORD swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  6) "Know, then, it is not because of your righteousness that the LORD your God is giving you this good land to possess, for you are a stubborn people.

The + Righteousness of the Lord protected Israel from the horrors of idolatry and human sacrifices. The Lord gave them victory over the whole southern Canaanite territory and fought for them because they obeyed Him. 

How do all these battles relate to us today? Israel's real battles were spiritual dependence on the Lord just as ours are.  Most of us have never been in the military or have been in battle. Or have we? We may never have fought on a battlefield anywhere on this earth, but we engage in spiritual warfare every single day.

2 Corinthians 10:3 . . .  For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh.  

The Christian approach to any basic problem must be different than that of a worldly viewpoint if one expects to win battles. 

Phillips Bible . . .  The truth is that, although, of course, we lead normal human lives, the battle we are fighting is on the spiritual level. 

We are not to rely on our own human thinking and understanding when facing the problems of this life. A good illustration of such a problem would be an odious coach, husband, boss, drill sergeant or teacher who is never satisified with you, is condescending, and tries to demean you. You are inclined to get mad, seek revenge, and to hate them rather than love them unconditionally. 

But you must rely on God's thinking, His direction, His provision, and His protection rather than  connive or manipulate to get the upper hand. Simply trust the Lord and His thinking to protect you and provide the solution to your problems. It's up to you. You can be a conqueror or a loser. But you can't win these battles using human viewpoint thinking.
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2 Corinthians 10:4 . . . for the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but divinely powerful for the destruction of fortresses.  
Joshua had no boats, pontoons, floats or rafts when they got to the River Jordan. They had no battering rams, towers, ramps, or catapults when they faced Jericho. They had no cavalry, horses, or chariots when they fought on the plains surrounding Gibeon. Do you know what their greatest weapon was?  

BIBLE DOCTRINE IN THE SOUL. It enabled them to trust the Lord & to wait for His deliverance.  

People tend to rely on their area of strength to deal with their problems as if weapons of warfare. But, these are weapons of the flesh.


A beautiful woman depends on her beauty.


Someone who is unusually bright depends on his intelligence.


A man that is big and strong depends on his size 


A rich person depends on his money 


A person with a bad temper depends on his anger 


A weak person depends on his ability to solicit pity, plays the victim


Criminals depend on their ability to hide and deceive

So what do you default to when you face problems? Ability to outsmart, beauty, intimidation, anger?

You must decide:  are you going to rely on your own pitiful puny power, or are you going to rely on God’s magnificent, unending power? I think one reason we usually opt for the puny rather than the mighty is because waiting is usually involved when we opt for the mighty. Who likes to have to wait for a solution when they are under pressure?

FAITH/REST is really a wait test. No one can pass that test apart from thinking Bible doctrine. It is the DIVINE VIEWPOINT that is divinely powerful and so effective in destroying evil fortresses. 

It is BD that produces the proper norms and standards and the vocabulary with which to think and apply. You cannot think and apply if you do not have a doctrinal vocabulary. 

BD is Truth, and once we operate on the basis of truth, we develop other powerful weapons. AGAPE

LOVE is a powerful weapon capable of pulling down strongholds if it is of the unconditional type described in 1 Cor. 13. This love is not conditioned on someone's attractiveness or how they treat us. It is based or patterned after how the Lord treats us and loves us, unconditionally.

EXPERIENTIAL RIGHTEOUSNESS is produced by the Holy Spirit when believers are filled with Him and is the process of growth in grace, building up of an edification complex in the soul by applying BD, God's thinking, to circumstances; it is the development of character, called "integrity"; it's also the process of being experientially sanctified or set apart for special blessing. This is our mighty weapon !

2 Corinthians 6:4 . . .  in everything commending ourselves as servants of God . . . 6)  in genuine love . . . 7)  in the word of truth, in the power of God; by the weapons of  [experiential] righteousness for the right hand and the left.

PRAYER is another mighty weapon because it changes things like nothing else !

Isaiah 37:21-22 & 33    . . . Then Isaiah, the son of Amoz, sent word to Hezekiah, saying,’Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, 'BECAUSE YOU HAVE PRAYED to Me about Sennacherib king of Assyria,  22) this is the word that the LORD has spoken against him . . . 33) Therefore, thus says the LORD concerning the king of Assyria, 'He shall not come to this city, or shoot an arrow there; neither shall he come before it with a shield, nor throw up a mound against it.

Now there is something important in 2 Cor. 10:4 concerning the words used that we don’t want to miss. The enemies have fortresses which means that they are on the defensive. 
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The next verse presents the believer on the offensive, destroying Satanic systems of thought and prideful arrogance which are the two pillars on which evil fortresses stand. God has given us the weapons to bring down enemy fortresses.

2 Corinthians 10:5 . . . We are destroying [pres. tense]  speculations  [Satanic systems of thought]  and every lofty thing   [pride]  raised up against the knowledge of God, and we are taking every thought captive to the obedience of Christ . . .

Satanic systems of thought are absolutely everywhere. Our news and TV are saturated with political correctness and cosmic thinking. It is thought that either rebels against God or ignores Him. These thoughts are lies that appeal to our nature to believe them through arrogance and ignorance. 

We are bombarded every day with humanistic lies that are so tempting to believe because prideful arrogance is ever present within us. I don’t know if you caught on by now, but the fortresses that need destroying are in us, in our thinking.

So the real battleground is in our soul, in our thinking. That is why the next phrase says that we are "taking every thought captive to the obedience to Christ". There is good news in this phrase. We have dominion over what we think. We can capture those thoughts that rise up against the knowledge of God. 

We are not doomed to be controlled by every sinful thought that pops into our heads. We can use divinely powerful weapons to capture them and destroy them. For every mental attitude sin, MAS, there is a doctrine to neutralize it.  See Mechanics of Applying Doctrine series.

LESSON #48  (10-23-11)
2 Corinthians 4:18 . . . While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen; for the things which are seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal.  

TAKING DOWN FORTRESSES: 

Comparing JOSHUA10 with 2 CORINTHIANS 10

2 Corinthians 10:3 . . . For though we walk in the flesh [human bodies], we do not war [engage in spiritual conflict] according to the flesh [human ability or the OSN].

flesh = SARX, (Can refer to 

(1) the human body (2) the flesh that covers our body (3) the human nature we call Old Sin Nature. 

There is a characteristic of flesh that no one denies, it is corruptible. It is only temporary because it will eventually decay. So in this sense, it is weak.

Romans 8:2-4 . . . For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus [spirituality by filling of the H.S.] has set you free from the law of sin and of death.  3 For what the Law could not do, weak as it was through the flesh, God did: sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering for sin, He condemned sin in the flesh,  4 so that the requirement of the Law might be fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the [filling of] Spirit.
war = STRATEUO (pres. mid. ind. To engage in conflict, wage battle, fight. Every believer is in a war, the question is, Do you fight, and if you do, how do you fight?

2 Corinthians 10:4 . . . for the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh [physical or mental abilities], but divinely powerful for the destruction of fortresses.

weapons = HOPLON ( weapons, arms, armor  We noted last time that our weapons are:

1) Truth / Bible Doctrine / Divine Viewpoint

2) Love / Impersonal / Unconditional

3) Experiential Righteousness / Character / Integrity

4) Prayer
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divinely =TOI THEOI Godlike  powerful = DUNATOS sfrom dunamai, meaning powerful, strong, mighty  It means our weapons are like Godlike dynamite. 

fortresses = OCHUROMA  a stronghold, fortification, fortress  Joshua and the Israelites faced fortified cities with thick walls surrounding them. Their fortresses were visible, ours or not. The next verse describes the fortresses that we are to destroy.

2 Corinthians 10:5  We are destroying speculations and every lofty thing raised up [pres. tense] against the knowledge of God [B.D.] , and we are taking  [pres. tense] every thought captive to the obedience of Christ.    
destroying = KATHAIREO pres. act. part. from KATA = down, HAIREO = to take, to take down, to demolish or destroy. You never saw Joshua negotiating or bargaining with the enemy hiding behind the fortresses. He obliterated, demolished, and annihilated them through the power that God gave him.

Joshua 10:42 . . . Joshua captured all these kings and their lands at one time, because the LORD, the God of Israel, fought for Israel.

Since this word is a present tense and active voice, it means that we are on the offensive, we are doing the attacking. Satan was on the defensive when the Israelites were destroying one pagan city fortress after another and he is also on the defensive now as believers attack and destroy every Satanic system of thought and take it captive unto Christ.

We don’t go on the offensive against Satan or attack demons, we capture every Satanic thought that arises and destroy it through the power of the H.S. and the doctrine in our soul.

Philippians 2:5 . . . Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus . . . 

Romans 12:2 . . . And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.

Ephesians 4:22-23 . . . in reference to your former manner of life, you lay aside the old self, which is being corrupted in accordance with the lusts of deceit,  23) and that you be renewed in the spirit of your mind. . .

speculations = LOGISMOS sfrom logizomai; A reckoning, calculation, consideration. The product of a cognitive process, thought. The consideration and reasoning that precedes and determines conduct. 

Romans 1:21 . . . For even though they [unbelievers] knew God [exists], they did not honor Him as God or give thanks, but they became futile in their speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened.

Psalm 10:4 . . . The wicked, in the haughtiness of his countenance, does not seek Him. All his thoughts are, "There is no God."

Proverbs 24:9 . . . The devising of folly is sin, And the scoffer is an abomination to men.

Matthew 15:19 . . . "For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, slanders.

There is nothing inherently wrong with speculations unless they are contrary to God and His Word.

lofty thing = HUPSOMA from hupsóō meaning height. Something made high, elevated, a high place, high elevation. Figuratively of a proud adversary, a lofty tower or fortress built up proudly by the enemy.  Zodhiates, S. (2000). The Complete Word Study Dictionary : New Testament
A lofty thing is actually an obstacle of pride which manifests itself by human viewpoint. 

1 Corinthians 3:19 . . . For the wisdom [human viewpoint] of this world is foolishness before God.















     13 Jude 1:19 . . . These are the ones who cause divisions, worldly-minded, devoid of the Spirit.
James 3:15 . . . This wisdom  [human viewpoint]  is not that which comes down from above, but is earthly, natural  [unspiritual],  demonic.

1 Timothy 4:1 . . . But the Spirit explicitly says that in later times some will fall away from the faith, paying attention to deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons.

LESSON #48  (10-23-11) Brief Review
The following are examples of the lofty things / fortresses the enemy has erected against the know-ledge of God that are supported by the arrogance and pride of those who reject Bible doctrine but accept Satanic systems of thought:

Theory of evolution



Acceptance of homosexuality




Same sex marriage





No fault divorce






Co-habitation / shacking up



50/50 marriages




Movies and TV gross immorality

Lordship salvation / based on works

Systems of penance

Reformed theology

Replacement theology

Covenant theology

Post modernism

Universalism

Armenianism 




Ecumenism 





Pluralism 





Atheism

Agnosticism

Materialism

Internationalism

Multi-culturism

Anti-Semitism 




Women pastors 




Speaking in tongues

Divine healers

Attacks on the Bible

Gun control 






Hate crime legislation



Child Protective Service abus

. . .we are taking  [pres. tense]  every thought captive . . .

“Assaulting and demolishing Satanic systems of thoughts, and every obstacle of pride attacking against the objective knowledge of the God, and making a prisoner of every human viewpoint system of thought to the authority of the Christ.” 

2 Corinthians 2:14 . . . But thanks be to God, who always leads us in triumph in Christ, and manifests through us the sweet aroma of the knowledge of Him in every place.

Ephesians 6:10-13 . . . Finally, be strong in  the Lord and in the strength of His might. 11 Put on the full armor of God, so that you  will be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil.  12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers  [ARCHE, demon generals], against the powers  [EXOUSIA, high-ranking demon officers], against the world forces [KOSMOSKRATOR, evil world rulers]  of this darkness, against the spiritual forces  [rank and file demons]of wickedness in the heavenly places.  13 Therefore, take up the full armor of God, so that you will be able to resist in the evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm.
FULL ARMOR OF GOD
Helmet of Salvation 
Breastplate of Righteousness
Ammo Belt of Truth
Shield of Faith
Boots of Gospel
Sword is the Word of God
