JOSHUA

יְהוֹשֻׁעַ
CHAPTER 5

LESSON #24  (4-17-11)

1. Joshua used the concentration of power concept in order to defeat the Canaanites. He always was on the offensive and used all twelve tribes every time he attacked a city. The Canaanite armies would have greatly outnumbered the Israelites if they would have left their cities and gone out onto the plain to attack them. 

Joshua 6:1 . . . Now Jericho was straitly shut up because of the children of Israel: none went out, and none came in.
But they used a strategy of defense which is disastrous. Wars are not won by taking a defensive posture. The reason the pagans did not leave their fortified cities in order to concentrate their forces was because they were afraid.

No one can be victorious with a strategy of defense. This is especially true in the spiritual realm.

Characteristics of believers who have gone on the defensive rather than the offensive:

(1) They rely on doctrine they learned in the past because they are now no longer learning.

(2) They don’t look for opportunities to give the gospel or talk about doctrine;  in fact they often go out of their way to avoid anything that may be uncomfortable or embarrassing.

(3) They take the path of least resistance in life because they are uncomfortable taking a doctrinal stand.

(4) Being a good ambassador for Christ by getting spiritually prepared and rightly dividing the Word of Truth is not a priority for them.

(5) They are afraid to talk to Mormons, Jehovah Witnesses, or anyone who might confront them about their faith. 

(6) They gage their spiritual growth more by their moral purity than by their knowledge of doctrine. 

(7) They really don’t realize that we are engaged in spiritual combat. In this conflict, taking the offensive does not mean doing great things for Christ.  It means trusting Christ to do great things for us.
2. Joshua also followed another principle of war, the principle of unity. Joshua very cleverly made it a point of having one camp that consisted of all the tribes.  At the center of the camp was the Ark of the Covenant in order to maintain the Lord as the focal point of their unity.  
a) We must do the same in this local church.

b) We must also do this in our families.

3. Joshua 5:2-8  was a disaster from a military and tactical viewpoint.  Once again, Joshua had to trust God and not rely on his own excellent military experience.

This tells us something about operating on divine viewpoint.  There will come times in your life as a believer where you are led to do something that doesn’t make sense to you.  

Proverbs 3:5-6 . . . Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding.  6 In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.

Isaiah 55:8-9  For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Neither are your ways My ways," declares the LORD.  9 "For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher than your ways, And My thoughts than your thoughts.
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Isaiah 26:3-4 . . . Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee:  because he trusteth in thee.  4) Trust ye in the LORD for ever: for in the LORD JEHOVAH is everlasting strength:

4. Why weren’t the younger men circumcised?  

Abraham was circumcised when he was 99 to commemorate a covenant between him and God. His name was changed from Abram to Abraham to help identify the Israelites as God’s chosen people. It was a sign of faith in God, a seal of the imputed righteousness Abraham received when he believed in Christ. It was also associated with the great blessings Abraham received from God. 

The Israelites who refused to cross the Jordan and take the promised land had no faith in God. It was not fitting for circumcision to be practiced while they were being punished. Num. 14:33 says  the children must “bear their whoredoms of their unbelieving parents. The children then must carry upon them a mark of spiritual adultery.  

What is the mark of spiritual adultery?  No circumcision.  And this is why the male babies were not circumcised for forty years.  God must have commanded them to stop the ordinance because they had no right to wear the uniform of Abraham since the disgrace of their fathers had not been removed. Therefore circumcision was not restored until the nation was fully redeemed by their faith in the Lord to cross the raging Jordan River. 

LESSON #25  (5-1-11)

5. Verse 10, We have already seen the significance of the Ark of the Covenant in helping the people focus on the Lord while crossing the Jordan and reaching the other side on the 10th of the month. They then take time to observe the Passover on the 14th which helped them to keep their focus on the Lord Jesus Christ. God’s timing is perfect. 

    There is another aspect of observing the Passover at that place and time.

Psalm 23:5 . . . You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies . . .
The adversities and vicissitudes of life never prevent God from preparing a table before us in the presence of our enemies when we are trusting in Him. The Lord’s Supper is a ritual that remembers how wonderful, loving, and awesome our Lord is.  And we can observe it at any time.

The first Passover observed by the Israelites took place in Egypt the night before their deliverance from Egyptian bondage and oppression, Ex. 12:1-28. The second Passover was observed at Mount Sinai just before the people broke camp and moved toward Canaan, Num. 9:1-5.

Apparently, the Passover was not observed during the wilderness wanderings, but finally, at Gilgal in Canaan, the feast was once again observed for the third time. Those who were under 20 yrs. could remember the first Passover, the death of the first born, and the drowning of Egyptian soldiers in the Red Sea in pursuit of Israel crossing it. This was a preview of the Canaanites who would be slain after Israel crossed the Jordan.
Israel’s observance of the Passover reminds us that Christ is our Passover, 1 Cor. 5:7.  We were all under the sentence of eternal death, but the Lord Jesus Christ became our sacrificial lamb. He went to the cross to receive God's wrath of in our place so that we will never have to receive that wrath ourselves.

6. Verse 11, God’s wonderful provision. The Israelites ate the grain the Canaanites had planted and harvested. They were so full of fear when they heard that the Israelites crossed the Jordan on dry ground that they hurried into their city fortresses and didn’t even take time to bring in their harvest with them.
God’s promise that Canaan was a land of abundance was true.
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Deuteronomy 8:7-10 . . . For the LORD your God is bringing you into a good land . . .  8 a land of wheat and barley, of vines and fig trees and pomegranates, a land of olive oil and honey . . . 10  When you have eaten and are satisfied, you shall bless the LORD your God for the good land which He has given you.

Now that they had tasted the fruit of the land, they realized it was a foretaste of blessings to come.

7. Verse 12, we see once again the faithfulness of God to provide manna for the people when they were wandering in the wilderness. For the coming year, they would not be able to plow, plant, and harvest because they were conquering the land, so they would eat what the pagans produced for that year. God provided sustenance for the people when they could not provide it for themselves. Once they could, His supernatural provision ceased.

This is a fulfillment of: 

Deuteronomy 6:10-11 . . . Then it shall come about when the LORD your God brings you into the land which He swore to your fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, to give you, great and splendid cities which you did not build,  11) and houses full of all good things which you did not fill, and hewn cisterns which you did not dig, vineyards and olive trees which you did not plant, and you eat and are satisfied,

God did not stop providing manna when the people complained about it, Num. 11:3, nor when they failed to trust in Him and cross the Jordan the first time at Kadesh Barnea. (logistical grace)

Now was no doubt a joyous occasion, for the Israelites were finally able to partake of the promised land’s richness, and this was a tangible sign that their wilderness exile was over!

8. Verse 13,  Joshua had never led an attack against a fortified city prepared to defend itself from a a long siege. Israel’s army had no siege engines, no battering rams, no catapults, no ladders, and no moving towers. Their only weapons were slings, arrows, swords, and spears.

Joshua received no instructions or commands from the Lord to move out against Jericho, so he was checking the city out, trying to decide what to do when he saw what appeared to be a soldier coming with a drawn sword.

Who was it? Why did he have his sword drawn? Why did he show up right then? 

This was not a vision or hallucination. Joshua approached him and carried on a conversation with whoever this was. Joshua wasn’t young any more, so to approach such a daunting figure with drawn sword was pretty gutsy. He asked the man, "Are you for us or against us?"
9.  Verse 14
The answer Joshua received revealed the man’s identity. He said he was the captain of the host of the Lord. Joshua must have been confused at that point because he thought he was the captain of the armies of the Lord. “Host of Jehovah” is a technical expression used for angels, Psa. 103:20, 148:2.  

It's not certain in verse 14 whether Joshua recognized he was talking to deity. We are sure of 

one thing, however. Joshua recognized that he was out-ranked. He recognized that no matter how high you advance, you will always have an authority over you.

10.  Verse 15  and what the Captain of the Lord’s host said to Joshua compared with what was said to Moses in Ex. 3:5 was the way the Lord let Joshua know without a doubt who Joshua was talking to.

The only person of the Godhead who is ever seen at any time in history is God the Son. Therefore, whenever God is made visible throughout history, it is always God the Son that is seen.  So this is actually a pre-incarnate appearance of Jesus Christ.  

 In Genesis 18:1-3,  Jesus appeared to Abraham as a pilgrim or traveler. 

What was Abraham? A  pilgrim and traveler. 
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Jesus appeared to Joshua as a soldier. What was Joshua? It appears that  there is an identification between how Christ appears and the believer's particular situation.  In other 

      words, God identifies Himself with the situation of the one He visits.

Why is it that Jesus Christ appeared to Abraham as a traveler but appeared to  Moses as a fire, Exodus 3:1-6 ?  

Deuteronomy 4:20 . . . But the LORD has taken you and brought you out of the iron furnace from Egypt to be a people for His own possession . . .

Over and over again, the situation of Jewish believers persecuted in Egypt was pictured as a hellacious, fiery furnace.  They were slaves making bricks in firey ovens. So when Christ appeared to Moses, He appeared as fire. We know from the New Testament passage, Heb. 11:26, that Moses “esteemed the reproach of Christ as greater riches than the treasures in Egypt,”  which proves that Moses indeed met Jesus Christ, the burning bush, in person.

When Jesus came to earth at His incarnation, He identified Himself with man's situation of frailty and weakness. He identified Himself totally with us. This is why one of His titles is the Son of Man.  Jesus is the Son of Man who can totally identity with us.

This entire experience must have been unsettling in one sense but reassuring and a relief in another sense. Joshua recognized that he didn’t need to bear the heavy burden and responsibility of leadership alone. The Lord made it clear that the battle belonged to Him. 

Just as the Lord was there for Moses and Joshua before they faced the enemy, He is always here for us as well. We don’t see Him in a burning bush or as a soldier with drawn sword. We see Him in our Bibles, the Word of God, the mind of Christ.

Angel of Jehovah

Zechariah 1:7-16   
“In the Old Testament you have at least two persons of the Godhead revealed, and it’s through this angel of Jehovah. There’s Jehovah and then there’s the angel of Jehovah, but both are regarded as Jehovah.  The angel of Jehovah is worshiped and He is called Jehovah.” Charlie Clough notes on Jehovah.
