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IntroductIon 

“The events of this book cover the turbulent period in Israel’s 

history from about, 1380 – to 1050 B.C., from the conquest 

of Palestine to the beginnings of the monarchy. Though the 

land had been bypassed leaving their subjugation to individual 

Israelite tribes. The book of Judges described this as the 

Hebrews who tried to complete their occupation of the land. 

The judges were military and civil leaders ruling during this 

time when the nation was a loose confederacy. Some of the 

judges ruled concurrently since each one did not necessarily 

rule over the entire land.  

Though the author of the book is unknown, the Talmud 

suggests Samuel, and it is possible that he may have written 

portions. Judges was written after the death of Samson and 

after the coronation of King Saul, but bore the conquest of 

Jerusalem by David about 990 B.C. 



 

 Historically, the book serves to link the conquest of Palestine 

and the monarchy. Theologically, it provides many examples 

of the principle that obedience to the law brings peace, while 

disobedience means oppression and death. Spiritually the 

faithfulness of God in forgiving His penitent people is seen 

even in this period when “every man did what was right in 

his own eyes” (Judges 17:6 & 21:25). Ryrie Study Bible, New American 

Standard version, the Book of Judges. 
 

The introduction to Judges will review and summarize the 

entire history for us and outline the cycles of deliverance. 

The main section shows the breakdown of the leadership of 

the nation and shows that when people’s value systems 

have deteriorated it affects leadership as well. The leaders 

come out from the culture as a whole, they are not distinct 

from the culture as a whole, so that when we have leaders 

and we look at them and see their value systems, their 

morals, their character, they are often a mirror of the culture 

as a whole. The last four chapters of the book show how the 

spiritual values of the people have completely broken down.  

The theme of judges is rejection of divine authority and the 

concept of paganization of the nation Israel. The people 

have adopted pagan principles. “Pagan” is a term to 

describe anyone, no matter how wonderful they are, whose 

thought system is not based on the Scriptures. When a 

culture is paganized, we will see that it takes on pagan 



 

principles, policies, philosophies, politics, political theory, and 

procedures. Procedures are methodology, they are how you 

do what you do. Often people think that methodology is 

neutral, that it does not matter how we do what we do as 

long as it accomplishes what is desired. That is called the 

end justifies the means. It is as important how you do what 

you do, what your procedures are, as it is the ultimate goal. 

We will see that Israel adopts pagan principles, policies, 

philosophies, politics, and procedures, and that paganizes 

the culture so that by the end of the book they really do not 

look any different from the Canaanite culture that surrounds 

them because they failed to remove them from the land. 

God commanded His people, the Israelites, to drive out the 

pagan nations that inhabited the land that God had promised 

to the decedents of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  

Joshua 3:9-10 So Joshua said to the children of Israel, 

"Come here, and hear the words of the LORD your God."  

10) And Joshua said, "By this you shall know that the 

living God is among you, and that He will without fail 

drive out from before you the Canaanites and the 

Hittites and the Hivites and the Perizzites and the 

Girgashites and the Amorites and the Jebusites: 

Doctrine of Kingship, Freedom & Tyranny; Judges 20:31 

                             No king in the land. 



 

Judges is a book that is rarely taught in any church. What is 

impressive about this book is the theme. The last verse in 

Judges: “In those days there was no king in Israel; every 

man did that which was right in his own eyes.”  

Judges was in many ways the dark ages of Israel’s history: 

they rejected the authority of God, they rejected the authority 

of Scripture, and in its place, they substituted their own 

authority. In other words, instead of looking to God and His 

Word for absolutes and structuring all their thought under 

that umbrella, they looked to the community, to one another, 

to themselves as the source of absolute right and wrong.  

So, there was a culture that was drenched in moral relativism 

(the doctrine that knowledge, truth, and morality exist in 

relation to culture, society, or historical context.) It should not 

take too long to figure out what the application is and how it 

relates to our culture in the twenty first century today.  

 

JUDGES – LESSON 2 (3-1-26) 

We will see a number of themes that are developed and we 

are going to see the pathology of an apostate, anti-God, 

relativistic culture and how it affects everything: how it 

changes worship practices, how it affects the role of men and 

women in a society in contrast to God’s plan for the role of 

men and women, and how degraded a culture can become 

when they are paganized.  



 

That is exactly what happens in the Judges narrative. We 

should remember the context here. They had gone into the 

land and completely destroyed the Canaanites. The 

Canaanites represent the most extreme paganization of the 

ancient world: what happens when a people reject God and 

live out their own assumptions about life on their own authority? 

It is just a rank, evil culture.  

All cultures are not equal (but it is what kids are being taught in 

school that usually determines their future).  

The purpose for any introduction of a book of the Bible is to 

give us some orientation to that book, an overview, so that 

when we get into the text, we can have some frame of 

reference for putting together all the various details that are 

going on in that particular book.  

It is important to read the Bible every day to be oriented to 

what is going on. We need to orient ourselves both historically 

and biblically. Now a major principle in the interpretation of 

Scripture is that all Scripture must be interpreted in the time in 

which it was written. We will pick this up below. 
 

JUDGES – LESSON 3 (3-8-26) 

I C E - Acronym for Isagogics, Categories, and Exegesis, 

three analytical tools that form one overall method for 

interpreting Scripture and reaching doctrinal conclusions. 

These threefold biblical hermeneutics that allows those with 



 

the gift of pastor-teacher to accurately study and teach God’s 

Word (2 Tim. 2:15).  

2 Timothy 2:15 - Study to shew thyself approved unto 

God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly 

dividing the word of truth. 

Under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, correct interpretation of 

any portion of Scripture requires the following. 

Isagogics – Interpretation of the text within its historical context 

or setting. Isagogics demand consideration of the time the 

passage was written, as well as the background and customs 

of the author’s intended audience. 

Categories – Classification of biblical doctrine according to its 

subject matter. To determine category, Scripture must be 

compared with Scripture and dispensational distinctions 

considered. Categorial analysis takes a doctrine located in a 

passage and relates it to other passages dealing with the 

same doctrine to progressively build truth upon truth, complex 

doctrine upon basic doctrine. 

Exegesis - Grammatical, etymological, syntactical, and  

contextual analysis of Scripture from the original Hebrew (OT), 

Aramaic (OT), and Greek (NT). Every verse must be correctly 

translated for the verse to be accurately interpreted. 

That means that if we are to properly interpret the Scriptures, 

we must understand the dynamics of what was going on in the 



 

ancient world. We need to notice when a book was written, its 

historical context, the purpose of the writing, and the basic 

thematic structure of the book.  

Actually, that is true for anything we read. The purpose of the 

book is given in Judges 21:25 - In those days there was no 

king in Israel; everyone did what was right in his own 

eyes.  

We are going to understand that there are a lot of secondary 

themes throughout the book developing a biblical philosophy—

what the Bible teaches about government function and the role 

of government, leadership, social structures, the roles of men 

and women in a biblical society and how that is transformed 

through distorted morals and how it affects the roles of the 

sexes.  

Judges is the first real history book that was ever written. The 

date of its writing is somewhat uncertain. It was probably 

written by Samuel during Saul’s monarchy. When Judges was 

written there had never been written in the history of man a 

historical analysis of man. Judges is really the first book that 

gives us a philosophy of history, not just a record of events.  

It portrays man as he is. We see all his sinfulness, his carnality, 

all of his negative aspects. It is to display in Israel’s history the 

causation, which is their negative volition. It is grounded in the 

cursing and blessing chapters of Deuteronomy.  

 



 

Deuteronomy 28 - Promises of blessings for being obedient 

from verses 1 – 14. 

Deuteronomy 28 - Promises of cursing for disobedience from 

verses 15 – 68. 

Judges is the outworking of the cursing aspect of the 

Deuteronomic law, the Mosaic law, in Israel because of their 

failure to maintain the covenant and to walk in obedience to 

God. This displays a view of history that has as its force the 

concept of progress. As a Christian we can look at history as 

something that is progressing and is moving toward an ultimate 

goal which is the culmination of God’s plan and purposes in 

history.  

In the context of what is going on in Israel’s history, Deuteronomy 

provides the constitution of the theocratic government of Israel, 

and instruction in every area of life for the citizens of Israel.  

JUDGES – LESSON 4 (3-15-26) 

Joshua, then, is known for the conquest of the land. What is 

needed for a nation is land, a body of law or a constitution and 

the will to keep it. The people were brought out of Egypt at the 

Exodus, given a body of law or a constitution at Sinai which is 

reiterated to the second generation (The first generation went 

into bondage for refusing to cross the Jordan River because 

they were afraid of the people on the other side), but the 

second generation were not afraid, so they were given the 



 

land. This goes back to the land promise in the Abrahamic 

covenant. 

Joshua relates to us the conquest of the land as God gives the 

land to the nation Israel. Judges, then, is the history book that 

records how Israel has responded to God. In this case, it is in 

negative volition, but we still see God’s grace despite Israel’s 

failures. So, Judges will begin the prophetic analysis of history.  
 

We have seen in Deuteronomy 17 that the king was required to 

make a copy of the law and to read it on a daily basis. This 

emphasizes the fact that the ultimate authority for any judicial or 

political system must be derived from God’s Word. When that 

absolute base is cut loose from the nation, then it is set adrift on 

a sea of relativism, and that leads to the internal collapse of the 

nation. Judges will portray for us what happened in Israel and 

what also is happening in our own nation. 

The introduction to Judges will review and summarize the 

entire history for us and outline the cycles of deliverance. The 

main section shows the breakdown of the leadership of the 

nation and shows that when people’s value systems have 

deteriorated, it affects the leadership as well. The leaders come 

out from the culture, they are not distinct from the culture as a 

whole, so that when we have leaders and we look at them and 

see their value systems, their morals, and their character. They 

are often a mirror of the culture as a whole. The last four 



 

chapters of the book show how the spiritual values of the 

people have completely broken down. 

The point of this in terms of application as Church Age believers 

is that this portrays the principles of warfare. We know that as 

believers we are in spiritual warfare. It is our task to have 

victory over thought processes in our lives. We are to take 

captive every thought for Jesus Christ. We need to look at 

Israel’s going into the land in terms of a new believer looking at 

our mind and our thinking in the same way Israel looked at the 

land.  

God has given them the land. He has promised it to them, it 

was theirs by right, He gives them the title deeds, but it was 

their responsibility to take control of the land, just as it is the 

believer’s responsibility to look at his mind which is the basis 

for living life—everything we think determines what we are.  

So, it is our task to go in and to root out every single aspect of 

human viewpoint thinking, every single false concept in our 

minds so that we can think as God thinks about life around us. 

That is a phenomenal task, and we can only do it if we have 

absolutes, if we have the Word of God. 

Causes for National Failure; Judges 1:1-36 

From Judges 1:1-36 where we have the introduction to this 

entire book the main theme is Israel’s failure in the holy war. The 

mandate was to go into the land and to completely annihilate the 



 

Canaanites. Immediately that runs contrary to modern concepts 

of warfare—wiping out the women, children, & animals. God did 

not want the Jews to be dependent in any way, shape, or form 

on a pagan culture. God was going to demonstrate that He was 

completely sufficient for everything in the nation Israel. They did 

not need to borrow anything from a pagan culture. They did not 

need to get their cattle, sheep, or anything; God would provide 

for Israel. Yet they failed to trust Him and the result was national 

discipline and national disaster. So, the first three chapters are 

going to summarize the entire period of the judges. We are going 

to see the basic trends of history that go through this period.  

Chapter one will summarize Israel’s military response to the 

problem of Canaanite possession of the land. What we will see 

here is that they decide to become comfortable and to settle 

down and co-exist with the Canaanites. That is typical of most 

believers: during the first two or three years they decide what 

their terms of spiritual growth might be. They decide what their 

priorities are, how committed they are, how positive they are, 

and how far they really want to grow in the Christian life.  

What happens is that they decide that maybe they will take out 

the major parts of human viewpoint thinking, but golly, they do 

not want to seem to be too enthusiastic or radical, or somebody 

might think they are fanatics. “Let’s just deal with the basic 

issues of the faith and not get carried away with these things!”  



 

But that is not the picture that the Bible portrays and the result is 

that once you reach that level of compromise and you are ready 

to co-exist with certain levels of false thinking in your mind [that 

is what human viewpoint really is], then that will eventually be 

your downfall, and it may take another fifteen or twenty years 

before that human viewpoint works itself out, but it will destroy 

your spiritual growth eventually.  

God calls for people to be fully committed. That is why Joshua 

said, “As for me and my house, we will follow the Lord. 

Choose you this day who you will follow.”  

Are you really committed? Do you really want to go all the way to 

Spiritual Maturity, or do you just want to make sure that your 

basic problems in life are somehow solved and that God will 

come along like a magical Santa Claus and deal with your 

problems here and there, whenever you have them?  

Unfortunately, that is how many people approach the Christian 

life; it is not a lifestyle. Doctrine is a lifestyle. That is why we need 

to be in Bible class every time there is one. It is the only way we 

can engage the process of continually renovating our thinking. 
 

If we compare the battles in Joshua, Joshua is the general and 

all twelve tribes are united, they crossed the river Jordan, all 

the tribes did battle; it was a national effort. But when we come 

to Judges chapter one, it is a tribal effort. In Joshua there is 

only one major war with various campaigns, whereas in Judges 



 

once it is broken down into a series of battles and it is not 

viewed as one total war.  

If we compare Joshua with Judges, we see that Joshua 

portrays more of an idealized or perfect war that is highly 

organized and successful. Why? Because God was giving 

Joshua and the people the victory over their enemies because 

they trusted Him and obeyed Him. 

Yet in Judges there is not that perfect type of organized warfare. 

In fact, it is extremely negative and the further we get into 

Judges, the more negative the comments become. The warfare 

is piecemeal and disorganized.  

Liberals say they are both telling the same story, but they do not 

understand that there is a difference in the attitude of Joshua 

and his people towards God, and the attitude of the people in 

Judges towards God.  

JUDGES – LESSON 5 (3-22-26) 

JUDGES CHAPTER 1 

Judges 1:1 - Now it came about after the death of Joshua 

that the sons of Israel inquired of the LORD, saying, “Who 

shall go up first for us against the Canaanites, to fight 

against them?”  

Joshua was a great leader, and the people loved him, so when 

he died, he was 120 years old, they were in a quandary, but 

they did the right thing by going to the Lord. The first thing they 



 

asked was who would be the first to engage the Canaanites to 

fight against them. 

The Lord told His people to annihilate the pagan nations, but 

there were still pagans residing in it the land and the Canaanites 

were probably the most ferocious of the other nations. 

  The weakness of the tribes is revealed from the word “go up.” 

They asked the Lord what they should do and who would go 

for them against the Canaanites. The Canaanites were well 

entrenched in the land because the Israelites had failed to 

drive them out. They were a thorn in Israel’s side during the 

reigns of Saul and David. J. Vernon McGee, Thru the Bible Commentary, electronic 

ed., vol. 2 (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1997), 46. 

Judges 1:2 - And the LORD said, "Judah shall go up; 

behold, I have given the land into his hand."   
 

Genesis 49:8 - Judah, your brothers shall praise you; Your 

hand shall be on the neck of your enemies; Your father's 

sons shall bow down to you. 

  Judah’s tribe received God’s first go-ahead to push for a more 

thorough conquest of its territory. The reason probably lay in 

God’s choice that Judah be the leader among the tribes (Gen. 

49:8–12; 1 Chr. 5:1-2) and set the example for them in the 

other territories. John MacArthur Jr., ed., The MacArthur Study Bible, electronic ed. (Nashville, 

TN: Word Pub., 1997), 336. 



 

Joshua 3:10 - And Joshua said, "By this you shall know 

that the living God is among you, and that He will 

assuredly dispossess from before you the Canaanite, the 

Hittite, the Hivite, the Perizzite, the Girgashite, the Amorite, 

and the Jebusite. 
 

Psalm 135:10-13   He smote many nations, And slew 

mighty kings, 11) Sihon, king of the Amorites, And Og, 

king of Bashan, And all the kingdoms of Canaan; 12) And 

He gave their land as a heritage, A heritage to Israel His 

people. 13) Thy name, O LORD, is everlasting, Thy 

remembrance, O LORD, throughout all generations. 

Judges 1:3 Then Judah said to Simeon his brother, "Come 

up with me into the territory allotted me, that we may fight 

against the Canaanites; and I in turn will go with you into 

the territory allotted you." So, Simeon went with him. 

  At first, this looked like a fine sign of cooperation between 

Judah and Simeon, and it was, but it was also a sign of 

weakness. The tribe of Judah had no business asking for help 

to drive the Canaanites out of their particular portion of land. 

With God’s help they should have been able to do it. As a 

result, the Canaanites were never completely driven out of the 

land. J. Vernon McGee, Thru the Bible Commentary, electronic ed., vol. 2 (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 

1997), 46. 

    Judah played a crucial role in leading Israel to war against 

external and internal enemies at the beginning and at the 



 

end of Judges (Judges 20:18). The writer is aware that the 

righteous leadership Israel needed will come from the tribe 

of Judah. Because its inheritance lay within Judah’s borders, 

Simeon assisted Judah and gradually lost its own tribal 

identity, while Judah became powerful in the southern part of 

Canaan. Inc Thomas Nelson, The Woman’s Study Bible (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1995), 

Judges 1:2. 

    Judges 20:18 - Now the sons of Israel arose, went up to 

Bethel, and inquired of God, and said, "Who shall go up 

first for us to battle against the sons of Benjamin?" 

Then the LORD said, "Judah shall go up first." 
 

 



 

 
 

You may have noticed that one tribe was surrounded by 

another tribe. The Simeon tribe was surrounded by Judah’s 

tribe. There was a reason for this, it was part of God’s 

punishment for Simeon. 

Turn in your Bibles to Gensis 34:1 

Simeon and Levi sinned atrociously against God and He 

disciplined them, but Levi stood up for Moses and God at the 

right moment during the Golden Calf incident.  



 

Exodus 32:26-28 …then Moses stood in the gate of the 

camp, and said, "Whoever is for the LORD, come to me!" 

And all Exodus, the sons of Levi gathered together to him. 

27) And he said to them, "Thus says the LORD, the God of 

Israel, 'Every man of you put his sword upon his thigh, 

and go back and forth from gate to gate in the camp, and 

kill every man his brother, and every man his friend, and 

every man his neighbor.'  28) So, the sons of Levi did as 

Moses instructed, and about three thousand men of the 

people fell that day. 

Judges 1:4   And Judah went up, and the LORD gave the 

Canaanites and the Perizzites into their hands; and they 

defeated ten thousand men at Bezek. 

   You would think that after this first step of victory, the people 
in Judah would be confident that God would deliver their 
inheritance into their hands. J. Vernon McGee, Thru the Bible Commentary, 

electronic ed., vol. 2 (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1997), 46. 

  The tribal military alliance of Judah and Simeon was a logical 

one since the allotted inheritance of the Simeonites was 

within the southern boundaries of the tribe of Judah (Joshua 

19:1–9). Also, Judah and Simeon had a natural bond as 

offspring of Jacob and Leah (Gen. 29:33–35). Their common 

enemy was the Canaanites, probably used here as a generic 

term for all the inhabitants of Canaan in the area west of the 

Jordan River. F. Duane Lindsey, “Judges,” in The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition 

of the Scriptures, ed. J. F. Walvoord and R. B. Zuck, vol. 1 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1985), 377. 



 

Judges 1:5-6 - And they found Adoni-bezek (a King in Bezek, 

a ruler in Canaan) in Bezek and fought against him and they 

defeated the Canaanites and the Perizzites. 6) But Adoni-

bezek fled; and they pursued him, caught him, and cut off 

his thumbs and big toes. 

   Adoni-Bezek is probably a title meaning “prince of Bezek.” 

However, some scholars identify the name with Adoni-Zedek, 

a king of Jerusalem (Joshua 10:1, 3). 

The barbarous act by which the Israelites cut off his thumbs 

and big toes was neither commanded nor commended by 

God; yet it was recognized by Adoni-Bezek as an act of divine 

retribution since he had done the same thing to 70 kings 

(apparently over a long period of time). It appears from his 

confession that he was acknowledging that he deserved what 

would happen to him. 

Though barbarous by modern standards, this act was 

pragmatic since the loss of the thumbs made it difficult to hold 

a weapon, and the loss of the big toes hindered one’s footing 

in combat. Since the major function of a king was to lead in 

battle (cf. 2 Sam. 11:1), this mutilation apparently disqualified 

him from further royal office. His own people took him to the 

important Canaanite city-state of Jerusalem to live out his 

days. F. Duane Lindsey, “Judges,” in The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the 

Scriptures, ed. J. F. Walvoord and R. B. Zuck, vol. 1 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1985), 377. 



 

Judges 1:7 - And Adoni-bezek said, "Seventy kings with 

their thumbs and their big toes cut off used to gather up 

scraps under my table; as I have done, so God has repaid 

me." So, they brought him to Jerusalem and he died there. 

Adoni-Bezek uses his own mouth to demonstrate that he was 

cruel and arrogant and that God would repay him for what he 

had done to others. 

Leviticus 24:19   'And if a man injures his neighbor, just as 

he has done, so it shall be done to him: 

Judges 1:8 - Then the sons of Judah fought against 

Jerusalem, captured it, and struck it with the edge of the 

sword and set the city on fire.  

Jerusalem was temporarily and partially captured (v. 21 and 

note on Joshua 15:63) 

Judges 1:9 - And afterward, the sons of Judah went down  

to fight against the Canaanites living in the hill country 

and in the Negev and in the lowland. 

Judges 1:10 – So, Judah went against the Canaanites who 

lived in Hebron (now the name of Hebron formerly was 

Kiriatharba); and they struck Sheshai (Sheshai – a man) and 

Ahiman (Ahiman a descendant of Anak, a man) Talmai (son of 

Anak). 



 

Judges 1:11  Then from there he went against the 

inhabitants of Debir (now the name of Debir formerly was 

Kiriath-Sepher). 
 

Kiriath-Sepher   

Location - City of books, Joshua 15:15; same as Kirjath-

sannah, now represented by the valley of ed-Dhaberiyeh, 

south-west of Hebron. The name of this town is evidence 

that the Canaanites were acquainted with writing and books. 

Judges 1:12-15   And Caleb said, "The one who attacks 

Kiriath-sepher and captures it, I will even give him my 

daughter Achsah for a wife."  13) And Othniel the son of 

Kenaz, Caleb's younger brother, captured it; so, he gave 

him his daughter Achsah for a wife. 14) Then it came about 

when she came to him, that she persuaded him to ask her 

father for a field. Then she alighted from her donkey, and 

Caleb said to her, "What do you want?"  15) And she said 

to him, "Give me a blessing, since you have given me the 

land of the Negev, give me also springs of water." So, 

Caleb gave her the upper springs and the lower springs. 

Caleb’s wife wanted a blessing because she was going to live 

in the dry desert region in the southern portion of Israel which 

is the Negev. 

READ: Judges 1:15-36 

 



 

JUDGES – LESSON 7 (4-12-26) 

Read: Judges 2:1-5 

Judges 2:1  Now the angel of the LORD came up from 

Gilgal to Bochim. And he said, "I brought you up out of 

Egypt and led you into the land which I have sworn to your 

fathers; and I said, 'I will never break My covenant with you, 
 

The Angel of the Lord is a messenger sent by God to provide 

revelation, guidance, protection, and deliverance, or to act as 

an agent handing down destruction and judgment.  

The “Angel of the Lord” has two distinct identities in Scripture: 

(1) In the Old Testament usage, the phrase “the angel of the 

Lord [Yahweh]” identifies a theophany of the preincarnate 

Second Person of the Trinity, Jesus Christ (Gen. 16:7-13, 

Ex. 3:1-2, Judg. 6:12-21, 13:3-23). Once Christ arrived in 

the flesh, He would no longer appear as a visual angel.  
 

Synonyms: “angel of Jehovah” & “angel of Yaweh”. 
 

(2) In the New Testament usage, the phrase “an angel of the 

Lord [kurios]; refers to a high-ranking, angelic messenger   

sometimes identified as the angel Gabriel. 
 

  Yahweh – Title of God derived from the Sacred Tetragrammaton 

- (YHWH, “the self-existent One”). Synonym: Jehovah.  
 



 

 THEOPHANY - Theological designation for the appearances of 

Jesus Christ prior to the First Advent. No one has seen the 

Father or the Spirit “at any time,” but Jesus Christ, the only 

revealed member of the Godhead, shows Himself to man (John 

1:18, 6:46:1 John 4:12a),  

Theophanies are the visible manifestations of Christ in His              

preincarnate state. “The angel of the Lord” is the primary form in 

which He appeared during the Old Testament period (Gen. 16:7-

13, Judg. 6:11-23, 1 Chron. 21:15-18). 
 

CHRISTOPHANY – The Theological designation for the post-

resurrection appearances of Jesus Christ. Between His 

resurrection and ascension, Jesus Christ in His resurrection 

body  made Himself visible to hundreds of people. 

 

Judges 2:1 -"I brought you up out of Egypt and led you 

into the land which I have sworn to your fathers. 

The Lord took Abraham’s twelve sons (including Joseph) to 

Egypt to protect them from a drought, then a Pharoah enslaved 

them for 400 years. When the time was right, He led them to the 

promise land. 

and I said, 'I will never break My covenant with you… 

The Lord made a promise to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob which 

is an unconditional promise of the land. Even when the 



 

Israelites disobeyed the Lord, He never broke His covenant to 

their fathers. 

Judges 2:2  and as for you, you shall make no covenant 

with the inhabitants of this land; you shall tear down their 

altars.' But you have not obeyed Me; what is this you have 

done? 

“and as for you, you shall make no covenant with the 

inhabitants of this land;” 

The angel of the Lord commanded the people not to make a 

covenant with the inhabitants/pagans living in the promised land. 

you shall tear down their altars.'  This was another command 

to the people, and obeying this command would tend to keep 

the pagans away from the Israelites. 

But you have not obeyed Me;  The Lord knew that His people 

were disobedient to Him, and He let them know that He knew 

all about their disobedience. 

“what is this you have done?”  He was trying to show them 

how serious their actions were against Him. 

Judges 2:3 Therefore I also said, 'I will not drive them out 

before you; but they shall become as thorns in your sides, 

and their gods shall be a snare to you.'" 

“Therefore, I also said, 'I will not drive them out before you;” 

The Lord had promised that He would drive the pagans out 

before them so they could drive them out of their land. But 



 

now, since they did not obey Him, they would have to drive 

them out of the land without the Lord’s help. 

  “ But they shall become as thorns in your sides,” The   

Canaanites and the other pagans were not easy to remove or 

to drive them out of their land.   

   “And their gods shall be a snare to you.' The inhabitants 

of the land were constantly trying to entice the Israelites to 

worship their false gods. Of course, their gods would drive 

them away from the true God.  
 

     Judges 2:4  And it came about when the angel of the 

LORD spoke these words to all the sons of Israel, that 

the people lifted up their voices and wept.   

     The angel of the Lord addressed the sons of Israel with 

regard to turning their back to the Lord, their disobedience, 

their worshiping of false gods, their lack of humility, and their 

inability to drive the pagans completely out of the land. 
 

      “that the people lifted up their voices and wept.”   

       This would indicate that the people were genuinely weeping 

and were ready to turn back to the Lord to worship Him and 

to obey Him. 

      Judges 2:5 So, they named that place Bochim; and 

there they sacrificed to the LORD. 



 

       “they named that place Bochim;” The name “Bochim” 

means “Weepers”.  

        “and there they sacrificed to the LORD.” This was also 

a good indication that they will no longer sacrifice to the false 

gods, but would correctly and willingly sacrifice to the Lord. 

JUDGES – LESSON 8 (4-19-26) 

Emotionalism Gets You Nowhere   Judges 2:1-5 

This shows how a nation becomes paganized. In other words, 

how the nation of Israel went from being a nation dedicated to 

God, a nation where they were dominated mostly by believers 

who were positive and obedient to doctrine as exemplified by the 

tribe of Judah at the beginning of chapter one, by Caleb, by 

Joshua, by the next generation represented by a young warrior 

named Othniel. However, it wasn’t long before degradation, 

degeneration, perversion, and were compromising with the 

Canaanite culture all around them. 

Instead of having victory in battles, they were losing battles, and 

finally they were just settling down and compromising with those 

around them. Eventually they were not even defeating their 

enemies, they were having to retreat from positions previously 

held. It is an illustration, as it were, of the spiritual life of the 

believer in reversionism. But in a historical context, it gives us a 

look at what takes place in the deterioration of a nation. 



 

Israel started off at Mount Sinai with the greatest law code, the 

greatest system of freedom, ever to exist in human history. They 

did not have a government as such, as we are used to, they 

simply had an executive branch that was God Himself.    

God would rule through a bureaucracy that was known as the 

priesthood. Through the priesthood the people would come 

before God when there was a need for someone with a 

leadership stature and God would raise up judges. There were 

provisions for these men in Deuteronomy chapter seventeen.  

God made provision for everything, and yet what we see is this 

nation (Israel) that enters the land victoriously, with the 

tremendous conquests at Jericho, Ai (a city in Canaan), and 

other battles that they fought as they secured the major 

strongholds in the land and defeated the Canaanites in Joshua’s 

generation. However, in one generation they began to lose 

battles, began to  compromise, instead of carrying out the 

destruction of the Canaanites, they decided that maybe there 

was a better way—let the cattle live, let the people live—and 

they began to live off the prosperity of the pagans around them.  
 

Some might ask, why God would want a culture eradicated? 

Three reasons: One. had to do with divine discipline on that 

culture itself because of its rank carnality, immorality, perversion, 

and God wanted that culture removed from the face of the earth; 

Secondly, to protect the believers in Israel from this influence; 



 

and Third, He wanted to demonstrate that believers do not need 

to rely upon unbelievers for their sustenance or provision, and 

that God’s grace was sufficient for everything.  

They did not need to depend upon anything that was produced 

by the Canaanite culture. Judges is designed to show that man 

in his depravity will always tend toward rejecting God—that is the 

trend—and that there is always a necessity for human govern- 

ment, a strong governmental authority in order to restrain evil.  

The “theocracy” (government by state by immediate divine guidance) 

in Israel failed, not because of its leadership which was God, but 

it failed because they had no capacity for freedom, because they 

had lost the doctrine in their souls. 

There are various social problems that take place—poverty, 

marital failure, racism, inequities, violence, all kinds of problems 

that we see in life. They are not the problem; they are merely 

the symptoms of the problem. The ultimate problem is 

spiritual problems. The solution is not a political solution, not 

an economic solution, not developing government programs and 

throwing money at it; if there is no internal change in the mental 

attitude and volition of the nation, then these things will just 

continue to plague and deteriorate the nation over time. 

The point that comes through time and again in the first chapter 

is how God is gracious even when the Jews are failures. One of 

the things we will note throughout this book is that God continues 



 

to deal with Israel based on His covenant as a gracious God, 

even when they don’t repent and come back to Him. 

The lesson of chapter one is that Israel has compromised, and 

the more they compromise the less they are able to have any 

kind of military victory until they were left with simply co-existence 

with the Canaanites.  

That is a perfect illustration of what happens in the lives of most 

believers because they start compromising with human view-

point thinking, and what seems to be an innocuous, subtle 

level—it’s not really going to make a difference if I do this or think 

like that—and they really don’t think it has an impact on the 

spiritual life. But it does, it has a cumulative effect until eventually 

they are letting into their souls a co-existence of ideas, human 

viewpoint and divine viewpoint, and they become complacent. 

Eventually they wonder why “doctrine doesn’t work”!  The reason 

doctrine doesn’t work is because you are basically negative, 

have given up, and you are no longer fully, radically, militantly 

trusting Christ. 

Judges 2:6  When Joshua had dismissed the people, the 

sons of Israel went each to his inheritance to possess the 

land.                                  (Also found in Joshua 24:28) 

The basic cause of deterioration in Israel wasn’t because they 

didn’t have the right kind of government, it wasn’t a problem of 

human monarchy, it was a problem of the divine theocracy 

when Israel rejected the authority of God. That is why the 



 

authority of God is the fundamental core issue in our lives. If 

we are not properly oriented to God and His authority in our 

lives, then we can rest assured that we will go through personally, 

the same cycles of discipline that Israel goes through as a 

nation in the book of Judges. 
 

In chapter two, there is a significant break between verses five 

and six. In Judges 1:1 we read “after the death of Joshua”; in 

Judges 2:6 we read “And when Joshua let the people go.” In 

chapter one, the first verse sets the temporal context of when 

these events take place: after the death of Joshua. Chapter one 

simply traces the history of the military mopping-up operation. 

There are hints there in terms of the compromise of the people 

with the thinking of the Canaanites, the pagan population of the 

land, but it is not until we get to chapter two that we see the 

divine interpretation of those events. 

JUDGES – LESSON 9 (4-26-26) 

Joshua is telling the nation: This is why we are here, why you 

are a nation. God has a purpose for your life. It is comparable 

to Peter’s statement that we are to be ready to give an answer 

about the hope that is in us. We need to know why we are 

here. We are here because Christ died for us on the cross, He 

redeemed us as a royal people, a royal family of God, and 

God has given us a mission (Matthew 28:18-20).  



 

There is an analogy between the fact of what Christ did on the 

cross, He then gave the disciples and the church the great 

commission that we are to be involved in witnessing, and in 

the same way by analogy, Israel had this redemptive event, 

coming into the land, God gave them the land, not for them to 

spend on their own pleasure, to do whatever they wanted to in 

self-absorption and self-indulgence, but for them to advance 

to spiritual maturity and to be a witness to all the nations 

around them. 

Death of Joshua 

Judges 2:7 And the people served the LORD all the days 
of Joshua, and all the days of the elders who survived 
Joshua, who had seen all the great work of the LORD 
which He had done for Israel.           (Joshua 24:31) 

Judges 2:8  Then Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of 
the LORD, died at the age of one hundred and ten. 

                                                               (Joshua 24:29)  

Judges 2:9  And they buried him in the territory of his 

inheritance in Timnath-heres, in the hill country of 

Ephraim, north of Mount Gaash.            (Joshua 24:30)  
 

Judges 2:10  And all that generation also were gathered to 

their fathers; and there arose another generation after 

them who did not know the LORD, nor yet the work which 

He had done for Israel.                    



 

The parents of the second generation failed to tell their children 

about their forefathers and about the Lord Jesus Christ and all 

that he had done for Israel. When children are not educated 

about the Bible, they always get into trouble, and it has been 

that way from the beginning. 

Exodus 5:2  But Pharaoh said, "Who is the LORD that I 

should obey His voice to let Israel go? I do not know the 

LORD, and besides, I will not let Israel go." 

1 Samuel 2:12-13   Now the sons of Eli were worthless men; 

they did not know the LORD  13) and the custom of the 

priests with the people. 

Titus 1:15-16  To the pure, all things are pure; but to those 

who are defiled and unbelieving, nothing is pure, but both 

their mind and their conscience are defiled.  16) They 

profess to know God, but by their deeds they deny Him, 

being detestable and disobedient, and worthless for any 

good deed. 

Psalm 92:5-6  How great are Thy works, O LORD! Thy 

thoughts are very deep.  6) A senseless man has no 

knowledge; Nor does a stupid man understand this... 

Israel Serves Baal           

“Baal” (Bay-hul) Considered the standard English pronunciation. 

"BAH-hul" or "BALL": A closer, more accurate pronunciation to 

the original Hebrew. 



 

It is a Canaanite word which means lord or master Canaanite, 

and it came to be applied to a particular deity in the Canaanite 

pantheon. In the Canaanite pantheon the highest deity was the 

god El. It referred roughly to the Greek or Roman god Saturn or 

Uranus and he basically becomes usurped by his son Baal.  

This Baal has several titles depending on what city he was with 

and what was being emphasized. That is why he is listed in the 

Hebrew text with an im, which is the plural, because there were 

all kinds of Baals. He has a half-sister called Astarte and 

various terms such as Aphrodite or Venus in the Greek or 

Roman system and she, like Baal, is associated with fertility. In 

the mythology when they procreate the result is fertility, so this 

is then imitated in the worship where if you were a farmer and 

wanted to have good crops then before you planted, in order to 

somehow motivate the gods to be gracious to you and kind to 

you, you would go down to the temple and pay one of the 

temple prostitutes and have sex. That would be a symbolic act 

of what would be taking place in the heavens between Astarte 

and Baal, and the result is fertility.  

And so, it is nothing more than the health and wealth gospel 

that is being promoted today, and that is the biggest problem 

we have, we worship success rather than God. And this is just 

the ancient pagan form of that which becomes just a physical 

idol form of worship. So, this is what is going on here. 



 

They served the Baals in v.11b, and then the next statement is 

they abandoned Yahweh, v.12, “And they forsook the Lord 

God of their fathers.” The English says they “forsook” but the 

Hebrew word is much stronger than that. They abandoned 

Yahweh … and pursued other gods.” This is the first statement 

of negative volition and rejection of God.  

In v.12c we see that “they bowed themselves down to them”, 

i.e. they worshipped them. This is the expression of 

obedience, which is what worship is. Worship is not coming 

together and singing praise to God. Technically in the Bible, 

that is praise, not worship. In the common ignorant parlance of 

modern evangelicalism, we have come to make worship the 

key terminology for singing.  

So, now in the churches, they have what they call “worship 

leaders,” it is no longer the pastor who knows the truth and 

teaches the truth, it is now the song leader. The emphasis is 

shifted from the content and learning what God says to us so 

that we can respond in obedience to Him, but now, it is just 

singing praises to God. Praise is a response to what God has 

done in our life, but if there is no content, how can we know 

what God has done for us?  

So then, it just becomes a mystical subjective experience and the 

emphasis then, becomes how you feel and your personal 

psychological state rather than on the Word of God. Worship in 

the Scriptures is responding in submission and obedience to God.            



 

If you are going to obey someone it means that you are 

responding to their authority and what they are telling you to do, 

and if you spend no time in learning the Word, then you have no 

idea of what God wants you to do, you don’t understand the plan 

of God, you can’t understand the grace of God, and all you can 

do is operate on emotion.  

JUDGES – LESSON 10 (5-3-26) 

Judges 2:11-12  Then the sons of Israel did evil in the sight 

of the LORD, and served the Baals,  12) and they forsook 

the LORD, the God of their fathers, who had brought them 

out of the land of Egypt, and followed other gods from 

among the gods of the peoples who were around them, 

and bowed themselves down to them; thus they provoked 

the LORD to anger. 

Judges 8:33-34  Then it came about, as soon as Gideon was 

dead, that the sons of Israel again played the harlot with the 

Baals, and made Baal-berith their god.  34) Thus, the sons of 

Israel did not remember the LORD their God, who had delivered 

them from the hands of all their enemies on every side. 

Judges 3:5-6   And the sons of Israel lived among the 

Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, 

and the Jebusites; 6) and they took their daughters for themselves 

as wives, and gave their own daughters to their sons, and 

served their gods. 7)  And the sons of Israel did what was evil in 



 

the sight of the LORD, and forgot the LORD their God, and 

served the Baals and the Asherah. 

Although He had always met the need of His people, they had 

not obeyed His voice. This is the beginning of Israel’s “hoop of 

history.” They repeated the weary round of forsaking God, 

sinning, being reduced to servitude by the enemy, returning to 

God in repentance, being delivered by God-appointed judges, 

back to obedience to God. 

 


