MOTHER'’S DAY
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The “Mother’s Day” concept has a long history of religious connections
which in modern times seem to have been predominantly Christian.

In ancient Greece, the idea of paying tribute to motherhood was given
expression with a regular festival tantamount to mother-worship.
Formal ceremonies to Cybele, or Rhea, the “Great Mother of the
Gods,” were performed on the Ides of March throughout Asia Minor.

For Christianity, the concept seems to date back to establishment of
England’s “Mothering Sunday,” a custom of the people which provided
that one attend the mother church in which he was baptized on Mid-
Lent Sunday. Gifts were to be offered at the altar to the church and to
worshippers’ mothers. The concept was divorced of any “mother

worship,” but nevertheless perpetuated its religious association. Paul

Lee Tan, Encyclopedia of 7700 lllustrations: Signs of the Times (Garland, TX: Bible
Communications, Inc., 1996), 857.

Throughout the ages, people have honored their mothers.

Thomas Edison’s tribute to his mother:

| did not have my mother long, but she cast over me a good influence
that lasted all my life. The good effects of her early training | can never
lose. If it had not been for her appreciation and her faith in me at a
critical time in my experience, | would never likely have become an
inventor. | was always a careless boy, and with a mother of different
mental caliber, | would have turned out badly. But her firmness, her
sweetness, her goodness, were potent powers to keep me on the right
path. My mother was the making of me. The memory of her will always

be a blessing to me. Roy B. Zuck, The Speaker’s Quote Book: Over 4,500 lllustrations
and Quotations for All Occasions (Grand Rapids, MI: Kregel Publications, 1997), 262.



The newest development in manufacturing is robotics. Robots put in
endless hours, function in different environments, never seem to run
down, cost very little to maintain, and do it all without praise, personal
attention, or stroking. Actually, robotics are nothing new. They used to

be called mothers. Roy B. Zuck, The Speaker’s Quote Book: Over 4,500 Illustrations and
Quotations for All Occasions (Grand Rapids, MI: Kregel Publications, 1997), 263.

Men want to improve only the world, but mothers want to improve their
whole family. That’s a much harder task.
Harriet Freezer

James A. Garfield’s mother was an earnest Christian who taught her
children that “the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.” A
widow with four children, she not only managed her farm, but built
with her own hands a log house which was also used as a church.
There she taught her own children as well as others the Scriptures.

1 Timothy 5:14 Therefore, | want younger widows to get married, bear
children, keep house, and give the enemy no occasion for reproach;

Proverbs 6:20 My son, observe the commandment of your father, And
do not forsake the teaching of your mother;

2 Timothy 1:5 For | am mindful of the sincere faith within you, which
first dwelt in your grandmother Lois, and your mother Eunice, and | am
sure that it is in you as well.

Proverbs 31:10-31 An excellent wife, who can find? For her worth is
far above jewels. 11 The heart of her husband trusts in her, And he will
have no lack of gain. 12 She does him good and not evil All the days
of her life. 13 She looks for wool and flax, And works with her hands
in delight. 14 She is like merchant ships; She brings her food from
afar. 15 She rises also while it is still night, And gives food to her
household, And portions to her maidens. 16 She considers a field and
buys it; From her earnings she plants a vineyard. 17 She girds herself
with strength, And makes her arms strong. 18 She senses that her




gain is good; Her lamp does not go out at night. 19 She stretches out
her hands to the distaff, And her hands grasp the spindle. 20 She
extends her hand to the poor; And she stretches out her hands to the
needy. 21 She is not afraid of the snow for her household, For all her
household are clothed with scarlet. 22 She makes coverings for
herself; Her clothing is fine linen and purple. 23 Her husband is
known in the gates, When he sits among the elders of the land. 24 She
makes linen garments and sells them, And supplies belts to the
tradesmen. 25 Strength and dignity are her clothing, And she smiles
at the future. 26 She opens her mouth in wisdom, And the teaching of
kindness is on her tongue. 27 She looks well to the ways of her
household, And does not eat the bread of idleness. 28 Her children
rise up and bless her; Her husband also, and he praises her, saying:
29 "Many daughters have done nobly, But you excel them all.” 30
Charm is deceitful, and beauty is vain, But a woman who fears the
LORD, she shall be praised. 31 Give her the product of her hands, And
let her works praise her in the gates.



