YOUR  SPIRITUAL  LIFE ,  

DEAD OR  DYNAMIC?
LESSON  # 1   (2-16-03)

INTRODUCTION

1. We are left on this earth after salvation for a purpose.  That purpose is to glorify God by growing up spiritually (I Peter 3:18, Rom. 12:2, II Tim. 2:15).

2. Growing up spiritually results in the following:

a. It enables us to stand firm for the faith which enlightens and encourages others.

b. It strengthens us so that we become winners rather than whiners.

c. It replaces confusion, doubt, and indecision with purpose, confidence, and resolve.

d. It gives us the capacity we need in order to receive our escrow blessings from God.

             Supergrace Blessings in Time: 

  I) Spiritual 

                4) Historical impact

              2) Temporal                              5) Undeserved suffering

              3) Blessings by association      6) Dying grace

              Surpassing Blessings in Eternity including crowns, decorations, privileges, and rewards   such as: 

1) The Order of the Morning Star  

2) A uniform of gory 

3) Your history inscribed in the Library of Heaven  

4) Authority to rule with Christ in the Millenium

5) A Title of Heraldry  

6) Special access to the New Jerusalem and the Paradise Club of God                                                                                  

e. It gives us a personal sense of destiny and the capacity to have appreciation and reciprocal love for God.



f. It gives us the honor of being witnesses for the prosecution in the appeal trial of the angelic conflict. 

g. It builds an Edification Complex of the soul which enables us to maintain our +H regardless of circumstances. 

h. All this is glorifying to God.
WHAT SPIRITUAL GROWTH  IS  NOT

1. It is not an emotional experience.

2. It is not achieved or maintained by good works or Christian service.

3. It is more than being a nice, moral person that is eager to do good in this world.

4. It is not acquired by observing Communion or by confession of sin.

5. It is not attained by superior intellect or any other special ability.

6. It is not automatically brought about by church attendance, sincerity, or zeal.

7. It is more than an academic knowledge of Biblical facts.

WHAT SPIRITUAL GROWTH  IS

1. Growing spiritually is more than memorizing and reciting information from Bible lessons.   It is a process of changing a person’s thinking, what he believes, and what he does.

2. It is a gradual operation that changes our thinking to line up with Christ’s thinking.   The  Word of God is referred to as “The mind of Christ” ( I Cor. 2:16 ).

3 This process replaces common “human viewpoint”  with an extraordinary way of thinking called “divine viewpoint”.
 LESSON  # 2   (2-23-03)
4. Spiritual growth is learning, thinking, and applying Bible doctrine.  These are not isolated activities to be done only while at church.

a. Believers who think about and talk about Bible doctrine only at church are not growing believers.  

b. Believers who get Bible teaching only at church have severely limited their chances of ever reaching spiritual maturity.

c. The world, the flesh (OSN), and the devil never take a day off, so when we take a day off from thinking or learning doctrine, we succumb to their corrupting influence.

d. Books, pamphlets, printed notes, cassette tapes, video tapes, and doctrinal websites are made available to believers so they can keep their spiritual momentum going every day.         

e.  Spiritual momentum in the Christian life is fueled by knowledge of doctrine and   accelerated by proper application of doctrine.
MEASURING SPIRITUALGROWTH

1. Spiritual growth is achieved by learning Bible doctrine. Therefore, your level of spiritual maturity is directly proportional to your intake of Bible doctrine.

2. It is impossible to be in neutral spiritually.  You are either advancing by consistently learning doctrine, or regressing because something else has become more important to you.

3. No one reaches spiritual maturity without making Bible doctrine their number one priority in life.  Is it your number one priority? The following questions will help you to answer that question:

a. Do you wrestle with the decision to go to Bible class or do you look for an excuse to miss?

b. Do you look forward to going to Bible class, listening to tapes, and studying Bible doctrine?

c. Do you like to discuss Bible doctrine with other people?

d. Do you think about the doctrinal principles you have learned and strive to apply them to your circumstances?

 e.  How is your prayer life?   Are you leaving God out of your life, trying to go it alone?

 f.  How do you handle pressure?  Do you ever apply doctrine in adversity and see for   yourself that it really works?

g.  Do you get embarrassed  because you don’t know the Biblical answer to questions  that you should know? Do you eagerly seek answers for those questions?

SYSTEMS OF POWER

None of us are truly independent even though we have free will.  The choices and decisions we make place us in one of two systems of power which are operating in our lives, whether we are aware of them or not.

They could be called the systems of good and evil, but we are going to call them:

        God’s system of power – The Divine Domain
        Satan’s system of power – The Cosmic Compound
GOD’S PLAN  AND THE  DIVINE  DOMAIN

1. God’s individual plan for each of us actually begins the moment we believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, but it does not stop there.  We find in the New Testament hundreds of commands to obey.  

2. These mandates are not isolated from each other but can be viewed as related parts of an integrated system that operates in the Divine Domain.  Learning how to function inside the Divine Domain is an essential part of growing spiritually.

3. Our Lord proved that the system works under ultimate  pressure and adversity when he stayed inside the Divine Domain and never once fell into the Cosmic Compound..  

4. Christ was under much more pressure and faced more adversity than any of us will ever face, however He demonstrated that the Divine Domain worked.  In the midst of His suffering, He was able to say:

          Matt. 11:30 -  My yoke is easy and My burden is light.
5. He bequeathed the Divine Domain as a legacy of His great Love to us.

John 15:10 – Just as the Father has loved Me, I have also loved you;  abide in My (legacy of) love. 
I John 3:9  -  At the moment anyone is born from God  [the moment of salvation) he is not sinning  (it is impossible to sin inside the Divine Domain),  because His seed  (the believer)  keeps residing in it  (the Divine Domain).  Furthermore, he is not able to sin  (inside the Divine Domain / filled with the H.S.)  because he has been born of God.  
6. The Greek word for it is the pronoun AUTO   which takes the same form in both the neuter and masculine genders.  The context determines its usage so “keep residing in it” [the Divine Domain] is the better rendering.

LESSON  # 3   (3-2-03)
7. Our Lord Jesus Christ voluntarily restricted the independent use of His divine attributes in compliance with the Father's plan for the Incarnation. 

a. This is known as the doctrine of KENOSIS. It is derived from the Greek word KENOO  , which means to empty oneself or to deprive oneself of a proper function  (Phil  2:7a).

b. He veiled the pre-incarnate glory of His deity when He voluntarily took on Himself the form of man (Matt. 17:2).

c. His humanity was still subject to temptation, distress, weakness, pain, sorrow, and limitation.

He never used His divine attributes to benefit Himself.  He depended on the power inside the Divine Domain to fulfill the Father’s plan in order to prove to us that it works.
THE  DIVINE  DOMAIN – AN ORGANIZED  SYSTEM

1. The Divine Domain is similar to the analogy of the Roman soldier’s uniform given in Eph. 6:13-17.  The belt, breastplate, sandals,  shield, helmet and sword are separate items that together make up the full armor of God.

2. The Divine Domain also consists of separate parts (10) which coordinate all the divine imperatives into a single system that enables the believer to execute the Christian way of life.

3. The parts of the Divine Domain can more easily be visualized as the floors of a palatial, multi-level palace.  Of course every building needs a foundation.

4. The foundation of the Divine Domain has the same foundation as  the Church –  The living Word (Jesus Christ), and the written Word (Bible doctrine).

Matt. 7:24 - 27   Therefore, everyone who hears these  

words (gospel) of Mine and does them (believes in Christ) is like a wise man who built his house on rock (Jesus is the foundation) 25] The rain fell, the flood came, and the winds beat against that house; but it did not collapse because it was founded on the rock with the result that it remained standing forever and ever (per.pas.ind. doctrine of eternal security).  26]  Everyone who hears these words of Mine and does not do them is like a foolish man (unbeliever) who built his house on sand. 

27]  The rain fell, the flood came, and the winds beat against the house, and it collapsed; it was a tremendous fall (judgment of the unbeliever).
I Cor. 3:10 - 13 – According to the grace of God, which was given (a.p.pt.) to me (Paul) as a wise master builder, I laid (a.a.i.) a foundation and another is     

     building (p.a.i.) on it.  But let each man be careful (p.a.m.) how he builds   upon it.

11]  For no man can lay a foundation other than the one which is laid which is Jesus Christ.

12]  Now if (ist cl.) any man (believer) builds on this foundation with gold (wisdom acquired from spiritual growth), silver (production of divine good), and precious stones ( the conveyance of escrow blessings in time); wood, hay, and stubble (expressions of human good).

LESSON  # 4   (3-9-03)
13]  Each man’s work (not sins) will become evident, for the day (Judgment Seat of Christ) will show it . . .

  I Timothy 2:19 – However, the firm foundation from God (Bible doctrine), stands fast / holds its ground . . .

THE  FIRST  FLOOR    -   REBOUND

1. Above the foundation is the ground or first floor with nine floors above it.  This first floor of the Divine Domain is given the same designation as ithe way we enter it, the front door of REBOUND.
2.  Rebound is a term used to describe the believer’s divine solution    

    for recovering fellowship with God.    Biblical terms for Rebound:

      *   confess our sins                *    judge ourselves     

      *   yield ourselves to God       *    put off the old man
      *   present our bodies             *    stand up again from out of death
      *   lay aside every weight       *    make straight paths

 3.  It is the only way to obey the command in Eph. 5:18 - …  be filled with the Spirit.        

      Rebound results in the filling of the Holy Spirit and  restores the spiritual life.
 

 4  All sin is related to arrogance:  James 4:6  - God makes war against the arrogant, but gives grace to the humble.    By rebounding, a believer demonstrates his humility by admitting his sins to God.
5. The best explanation of Rebound is found in I John 1:9  -
If we confess (cite, acknowledge) our sins, He (God the Father) is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

 6. Rebound is all about grace! All attempts at self-effacement, to make atonement,   

      restitution, or penance are unaccepted by God.

 7. Misconceptions that cause people to misunderstand Rebound:

1) Some do not understand that there was no forgiveness for sins at the cross: 

a. They were judged, but forgiveness does not occur until one believes in Jesus Christ.  

b. All past sins are then forgiven.  Post-salvational sins are not forgiven until the believer Rebounds.

c. Post-salvational sins are the cause for divine discipline, not condemnation.

2) That one must feel sorry for his sins before he can receive forgiveness is a misconception.   Emotions have nothing to do with it!

a. No one is saved because he feels saved, and no one is forgiven because he feels forgiven.

b. “Confess” is translated from the Greek word “Homologeo “ which means to cite, acknowledge, or state your case as in a courtroom setting. There is no emotion in this Greek word. 

c. Correct translation of II Cor. 7:8-10:

Vs. 8 -  For though I caused you sorrow (“lupeo” – mental anguish, to be hurt, grieved, sad, insulted, irritated, or offended) by my letter, I do not repent “metamelomai” – to have regret), though I did repent (He reacted emotionally to the Corinthian’s reaction to his letter, then he Rebounded) for

I see that letter caused you sorrow (“lupeo”). though only for a while

Vs. 9 - I now rejoice, not that you were made sorry, but that you were made  sorrowful to the point of  repentance 

 “metanoia”- change of mind.  They had to stop emoting and making excuses and accept Paul’s letter of rebuke), for you were made sorry according to the will of God, that you   might not suffer loss in anything (blessings in Time
and rewards in eternity) through us.


Vs. 10 -  For the sorrow (distress) that is according to the will of God(divine discipline) produces a repentance (change of mind “metanoia”) without regret (“metamelomai”), resulting in salvation (deliverance from divine discipline through Rebound) 


but the sorrow (distress) of the world (reversionism) produces death(sin unto death).
3) That God will not forgive you after Rebound if you continue to commit the same sin over and over again is a misconception.
       “He is faithful . . . means that He will forgive you every  time you Rebound      

        – period!  

4) It is a misconception that Rebound gives us a license to sin.  

a. Those who think that Rebound is a gimmick that can be used to get away with sin are ignoring the law of volitional responsibility which includes self-induced misery.

b. Trying to use Rebound this way is a form of arrogance that will throw you into the Cosmic Compound and set you up for divine discipline (Prov. 8:7, Prov. 22:8, Gal.6:7, Col. 3:25). 

LESSON  # 5   (3-16-03)
5) The misconception that Rebound doesn’t work because things don’t always improve  after one confesses his sin.

a. It must be remembered that Rebound does not necessarily change your circum-stances, it changes you!

b. Suffering may continue, but it is no longer punitive or unbearable suffering designed to get the believer to Rebound.

c. Post-Rebound suffering is always bearable and is for the purpose of blessing.   It gives the believer the chance to accelerate his spiritual growth from applying doctrine to the    

      situation.  
6) It is a misconception that we must ask, and in some cases beg, God for forgiveness.

a. When you pray for forgiveness, you do so in ignorance and in carnality because you cannot regain fellowship with God your way;  it must be God’s way.

b. You can apologize, say you are sorry, try to make it up to God, or go through all sorts of penance, but it will not bring forgiveness.

c. God’s love for you never changes regardless of your sins.

Prayer for forgiveness really assumes that God Himself

needs to be changed in His attitude towards you when you sin.

7) That “The Lord’s Prayer” commands us to ask God to forgive

us of our sins is a major misconception.

a. Matt. 6:9-13 was a pattern for believers to use during the 

      time of our Lord’s incarnation.    
b.   “Forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.” 

· This was a command to use God’s forgiveness as a pattern to forgive others.

· The law of retribution of an eye for an eye (Deut.19:21) of the Mosaic Law was to be substituted for the law of grace.

c.   Matt. 6:14-15 demonstrates that God will not forgive a person who is implacable (unforgiving). Psa. 66:18 – If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me.

d.  Nowhere do these scriptures command us to ask God for forgiveness.   We are to acknowledge our sins to Him, that’s it.

8)  Thinking that Rebound is for unbelievers is a misconception.

a. Some think that confessing sins or asking for forgiveness of sins is necessary for salvation.  They think that 1 John 1:9 is a prayer offered for salvation.

b. Nothing but faith alone in Christ alone is necessary for

salvation (John 3:16 7 36, Acts 16:31, Eph. 2:8-9, Gal. 2:16, Titus 3:5).

8. Naming your sins to God is non-meritorious.   Adding anything to “confess” cancels out recovery of fellowship, just as adding anything to “faith” cancels out salvation.

9. Rebound is not victory over sin or carnality; rebound is recovery from sin and carnality.

LESSON  # 6   (3-23-03)
10. Rebound is the only spiritual dynamic that will function in the status of carnality.   The reason why is because of the doctrine of the universal priesthood of the believer.

a. The believer’s priesthood is irrevocable, cannot be lost, and is not affected by the carnality of a believer.

b. Since the priesthood is irrevocable, when the priest is carnal, he still represents himself before God.  

11.  Rebound accomplishes the following.  It:

a. Recovers the filling of the Holy Spirit

b. Restores fellowship with God

c. Resumes the spiritual life

12. Rebound means that God forgets our sins; so should we!

Isa. 43:25 – I, even I, am the One who wipes out your transgressions for My own sake; and I will not remember your sins.

       Phil. 3:13 – . . . but one thing I do; forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward (moving on) to what lies ahead.







