  Your spiritual life:   

DEAD OR  DYNAMIC?

INTRODUCTION

1. We are left on this earth after salvation for a purpose.  That purpose is to glorify God by growing up spiritually, I Peter 3:18, Rom. 12:2, II Tim. 2:15.

2. Growing up spiritually results in the following:

a. It enables us to stand firm for the faith that enlightens and encourages others.

b. It strengthens us so that we become winners rather than whiners.

c. It replaces confusion, doubt, and indecision with purpose, confidence, & resolve.

d. It gives us the capacity we need to receive our escrow blessings from God.

           Supergrace Blessings in Time: 

I)   Spiritual 
4) Historical impact

2)  Temporal                         
5) Undeserved suffering

3)  Blessings by association   
6) Dying grace

Surpassing Blessings in Eternity including crowns, decorations, privileges, & rewards such as: 

1) The Order of the Morning Star  

2) A uniform of gory 

3) Your history inscribed in the Library of Heaven  

4) Authority to rule with Christ in the Millenium

5) A Title of Heraldry  

6) Special access to the New Jerusalem and the Paradise Club of God                                                                                  

e. It gives us a Personal Sense of Destiny and the capacity to have appreciation and reciprocal love for God.



f. It gives us the honor of being witnesses for the prosecution in the appeal trial of the angelic conflict. 

g. It builds an Edification Complex of the soul which enables us to maintain our +Happiness regardless of circumstances. 

h. All this is glorifying to God.

WHAT SPIRITUAL GROWTH  IS  NOT

1. It is not an emotional experience.

2. It is not achieved or maintained by good works or Christian service.

3. It is not acquired by observing Communion or by confession of sin.

4. It is not attained by superior intellect or any other special ability.

5. It is not automatically brought about by church attendance, sincerity, or zeal.

6. It is more than an academic knowledge of Biblical facts.

7. It is more than being a nice, moral person eager to do good in this world. It is not cleaning up your language and behavior which can grow into a legalistic, better-than-thou, judgmen-tal attitude.

WHAT SPIRITUAL GROWTH  IS

1. Growing spiritually is more than memorizing and reciting information from Bible lessons.  It is a process of changing a person’s thinking, and what he believes and what he does.

2. It is a gradual operation that changes our thinking to line up with Christ’s thinking.   The  Word of God is referred to as “The mind of Christ”,  I Cor. 2:16.

3 This process replaces common human viewpoint with an extraordinary way of thinking called Divine Viewpoint.

4. Spiritual growth is learning, thinking, and applying Bible doctrine.  THOUGHT, DECISION, and ACTION. These are not isolated activities that are only done while at church.
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a. Believers who only think about and talk about Bible doctrine at church are not growing believers.  

b. Believers who only get Bible teaching at church have severely limited their chances of ever reaching spiritual maturity. 
c. The world, the flesh (OSN), and the devil never take a day off, so when we take a day off from thinking or learning doctrine, we succumb to their corrupting influence.

d. The Lord has graciously provided books, pamphlets, printed notes, CDs, MP3s, DVDs, and doctrinal websites so believers can keep their spiritual momentum going every day.         

e. Spiritual momentum in the Christian life is fueled by knowledge of doctrine and accelerated by proper application of doctrine.

MEASURING SPIRITUALGROWTH

1. Spiritual growth is achieved by learning Bible doctrine. Therefore, your level of spiritual maturity is directly proportional to your intake of Bible doctrine.

2. It is impossible to be in neutral spiritually.  You are either advancing by consistently learning doctrine, or regressing because something else has become more important to you.

3. No one reaches spiritual maturity without making Bible doctrine their number one priority in life.  Is it your number one priority? The following questions will help you to answer that question:

a. Do you wrestle with the decision to go to Bible class or do you look for an excuse to miss?

b. Do you look forward to going to Bible class, listening to audios, studying BD and your Bible?

c. Do you like to discuss Bible doctrine with other people?

d. Do you think about the doctrinal principles you have learned and strive to apply them to your circumstances?  Do you take The Lord shopping with you and ask Him to help you make wise choices? Do you ask Him to help you do the best job you can cleaning toilets or whatever?
e.  How is your prayer life?   Are you leaving God out of your life, trying to go it alone?
Do you pray for the Father to guide your words as you are speaking with someone?
f.   How do you handle pressure?  Do you ever apply doctrine in every circumstance of life as well as adversity and see for yourself that it really works?

g.   Do you get embarrassed  because you don’t know the Biblical answer to questions that you should know? Do you eagerly seek answers for those questions?

SYSTEMS OF POWER

None of us are truly independent even though we have free will.  The choices and decisions we make will place us in either one of two systems of power which are operating in our lives whether we are aware of them or not. They could be called the systems of good and evil, but we are going to call them:

God’s system of power:       The Divine Domain
Satan’s system of power:    The Cosmic Compound
GOD’S PLAN  AND THE  DIVINE  DOMAIN

1. God’s individual plan for each of us actually begins the moment we believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, but it does not stop there.  We find in the New Testament hundreds of commands to obey.  

2. These mandates are not isolated from each other but can be viewed as related parts of an integrated system that operates in the Divine Domain.  Learning how to function inside the Divine Domain is an essential part of growing spiritually.

3. Our Lord proved that this system works under ultimate  pressure and adversity when he stayed inside the Divine Domain and never once fell into the Cosmic Compound even when bearing our sins in the cross.  
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4. Christ was under much more pressure and faced more adversity than any of us will ever face, however He demonstrated that the Divine Domain worked.  In the midst of His suffering, He was able to say:

Matt. 11:30 . . . My yoke is easy and My burden is light.
5. He bequeathed the Divine Domain as a legacy of His great Love to us.

John 15:10 . . . Just as the Father has loved Me, I have also loved you;  abide in My legacy of love. 
I John 3:9 . . . At the moment anyone is born from God   [the moment of salvation] he is not sinning  [it is impossible to sin inside the Divine Domain],  because His seed  [the believer]  keeps residing in it  [the Divine Domain].  Furthermore, he is not able to sin  [inside the Divine Domain / filled with the H.S.]  because he has been born of God.  
6. The Greek word for it is the pronoun AUTO which takes the same form in both the neuter and masculine genders.  The context determines its usage so, 

“keep residing in it”  [the Divine Domain]  is the better rendering.

7. Our Lord Jesus Christ voluntarily restricted the independent use of His divine attributes in compliance with the Father's plan for the Incarnation. 

a. This is known as the doctrine of KENOSIS. It is derived from the Greek word KENOO which means to empty oneself or to deprive oneself of a proper function,  Phil  2:7a.

b. He veiled the preincarnate glory of His deity when He voluntarily took on Himself the form of man,  Matt. 17:2.

c. His humanity was still subject to temptation, distress, weakness, pain, sorrow, and limitation.

He never used His divine attributes to benefit Himself.  He depended on the power inside the Divine Domain to fulfill the Father’s plan in order to prove to us that it works.
THE  DIVINE  DOMAIN:     AN ORGANIZED  SYSTEM
1. The Divine Domain is similar to the analogy of the Roman soldier’s uniform given in Eph. 6:13-17.  The belt, breastplate, sandals, shield, helmet and sword are separate items that together make up the full armor of God.

2. The Divine Domain consists of 10 separate parts which coordinate all the divine impera-tives into a single system to enable the believer to execute the Christian way of life.

3. The parts of the Divine Domain can more easily be visualized as the floors of a luxurious, multi-level palace.  

4. Of course every building needs a foundation. The foundation of the Divine Domain has the same foundation as the entire Church:  The living Word, Jesus Christ, and the written Word, Bible doctrine.
5

Matt. 7:24-27 . . . Therefore, everyone who hears these words [gospel] of Mine and does them  [believes in Christ]  is like a wise man who built his house on rock  [Jesus, our foundation] 25) The rain fell, the flood came, and the winds beat against that house; but it did not collapse because it was founded on the rock with the result that it remained standing forever and ever [per.pas.ind., doctrine of eternal security].  26)  Everyone who hears these words of Mine and does not do them is like a foolish man [unbeliever] who built his house on sand. 

27)  The rain fell, the flood came, and the winds beat against the house, and it collapsed; it was a tremendous fall  [judgment of the unbeliever].
I Cor. 3:10-13 . . . According to the grace of God, which was given [a.p.pt.] to me [Paul] as a wise master builder, I laid  [a.a.i.]  a foundation and another is building  [p.a.i.] on it.  But let each man be careful  [p.a.m.] how he builds upon it.
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11)  For no man can lay a foundation other than the one which is laid which is Jesus Christ.

12)  Now if  [1st class]  any man [believer] builds on this foundation with gold [wisdom acquired from spiritual growth], silver [production of divine good], and precious stones [the conveyance of escrow blessings in time]; wood, hay, and stubble [expressions of human good].
13)  Each man’s work  [not sins]  will become evident, for the day  [Judgment Seat of Christ]  will show it . . .

    I Timothy 2:19 . .. However, the firm foundation from God [Bible doctrine], stands fast / holds its ground . . .

THE  1st  FLOOR:    REBOUND
1.  Above the foundation is the ground or first floor with nine floors above it.  This first floor of the Divine Domain is given the same designation as the way we enter it through the front door of REBOUND.  This floor is where all unrighteous trash is collected and tossed out that door.
2.  Rebound is a term used to describe the believer’s divine solution for recovering fellow- 

      ship with God.  Biblical terms for Rebound:


3.   It is the only way to obey the command in Eph. 5:18 . . .  be filled with the Spirit.  

Rebound  results in the filling of the Holy Spirit and restores the spiritual life so it can function.
 

4 All sin is related to arrogance:  

James 4:6 . . . God makes war against the arrogant, but gives grace to the humble.                   By rebounding, a believer demonstrates his humility by admitting his sins to God.
5. The best explanation of Rebound is found in: 

I John 1:9 . . . If we confess [cite, acknowledge] our [known] sins, He  [God the Father] is faithful and just to forgive us our [known] sins and to cleanse us from all [unknown] unrighteousness.
 6.  Rebound is all about grace!  All attempts at self-effacement, to make atonement, restitution, or penance are unaccepted by God.

 7.  Misconceptions that cause people to misunderstand Rebound:

1) Some do not understand that there was no forgiveness for sins at the cross: 

a. They were judged, but forgiveness does not occur until one believes in Jesus Christ.  

b. All past sins are then forgiven.  Post-salvation sins are not forgiven until the believer Rebounds.

c. Post-salvation sins are the cause for divine discipline, not condemnation.

2) That one must feel sorry for his sins before he can receive forgiveness is a miscon-ception.  Emotions have nothing to do with it !

a. No one is saved because he feels saved, and no one is forgiven because he feels forgiven.

b. “Confess” is translated from the Greek word HOMOLOGEO  which means to cite, acknowledge, or state your case as in a courtroom setting. There is no emotion in this Greek word. 

c. Correct translation of: 

II Cor. 7:8-10 . . . For though I caused you sorrow  [LUPEO,  mental anguish, to be hurt, grieved, sad, insulted, irritated, or offended]  by my letter, I do not repent  [METAMELOMAI,  to have regret], 
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 though I did repent  [He reacted emotionally to the Corinthian’s reaction to his letter, then he Rebounded]  for I see that letter caused you sorrow  [LUPEO], though only for a while  9)  I now rejoice, not that you were made sorry, but that you were made  sorrowful to the point of repentance  [METANOIA change of mind. They had to stop emoting, making excuses, and accept Paul’s letter of rebuke],  for you were made sorry according to the will of God, that you might not suffer loss in anything  [blessings in Time and rewards in eternity]  through us.  10) For the sorrow  [distress]  that is according to the will of God  [divine discipline] produces a repentance  [change of mind, METANOIA]  without regret   [METAMELOMAI], resulting in salvation  [deliverance from divine discipline through Rebound]  but the sorrow  [distress]  of the world   [reversionism]  produces death  [Sin Unto Death]. 
3) That God will not forgive you after Rebound if you continue to commit the same sin over and over again is a misconception. “He is faithful . . ."  means that He will forgive you every time you Rebound, period !  
4) It is a misconception that Rebound gives us a license to sin.  

a. Those who think Rebound is a gimmick that can be used to get away with sin are ignoring the law of volitional responsibility which includes self-induced misery.

b. Trying to use Rebound in this way is a form of arrogance that will throw you into the Cosmic Compound and set you up for divine discipline, Prov. 8:7, Prov. 22:8, Gal.6:7, Col. 3:25. 

5) There's the misconception that Rebound doesn’t work because things don’t always improve after we confess our sins.

a. It must be remembered that Rebound does not necessarily change your circum-stances, it changes you !

b. Suffering may continue, but it is no longer punitive or unbearable suffering designed to get the believer to Rebound.

c. Post-Rebound suffering is always bearable and is for the purpose of blessing.  It gives the believer the chance to accelerate his spiritual growth by him applying doctrine to the    

      situation.  
6) It is a misconception that we must ask and in some cases beg God for forgiveness.

a. When you pray for forgiveness, you do so in ignorance and in carnality because you cannot regain fellowship with God your way;  it must be God’s way.

b. You can apologize, say you are sorry, try to make it up to God, or go through all sorts of penance, but it will not bring forgiveness.

c. God’s love for you never changes regardless of your sins. Prayer for forgiveness really assumes that God Himself needs to be changed in His attitude towards you when you sin.

7) That “The Lord’s Prayer” commands us to ask God to forgive us of our sins is a major misconception.

a. Matt. 6:9-13 was a pattern for believers to use during the time of our Lord’s incarn-ation.    
b.  “Forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.” 

· This was a command to use God’s forgiveness as a pattern to forgive others.

· The law of retribution of an eye for an eye, Deut.19:21, in the Mosaic Law was to be substituted for the law of grace.

c.   Mt. 6:14-15  shows God will not forgive a person who is implacable [unforgiving].  Psa. 66:18 . . . If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me.

d. Nowhere do these scriptures command us to ask God for forgiveness.  We don't say "Please forgive us of all our sins". We are to acknowledge our specific sins to Him.
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And that’s it. "Father, I have been worried, afraid, have not trusted You, and have been jealous in this troubling matter today."
8) Thinking that Rebound is for unbelievers is a misconception.

a. Some think that confessing sins or asking for forgiveness of sins is necessary for salvation.  They think that 1 John 1:9  is a prayer offered for salvation.

b. Nothing but faith alone in Christ alone is necessary for salvation, John 3:16 7 36, Acts 16:31, Eph. 2:8-9, Gal. 2:16, Titus 3:5.

8. Naming your sins to God is non-meritorious.  Adding anything to “confess” cancels out recovery of fellowship just like adding anything to “faith” cancels out salvation.

9. Rebound is not victory over sin or carnality; rebound is recovery from sin and carnality.

10. Rebound is the only spiritual dynamic that will function in the status of carnality.  The reason why is because of the doctrine of the universal priesthood of the believer.

a. The believer’s priesthood is irrevocable, cannot be lost, and is not affected by the carnality of a believer.

b. Since the priesthood is irrevocable, when the priest is carnal, he still represents himself before God.  

11. Rebound accomplishes the following:

a. Recovers the filling of the Holy Spirit

b. Restores fellowship with God

c. Resumes the spiritual life

12. Rebound means that God forgets our sins; SO SHOULD WE !

Isa. 43:25 . . . I, even I, am the One who wipes out your trans-gressions for My own sake; and I will not remember your sins.

       Phil. 3:13  . . . but one thing I do; forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward  [moving on] to what lies ahead.

The 2nd Floor:   Filling of the Holy Spirit                

1. Rebound places the believer inside the Divine Domain on the first floor with an escalator which takes him immediately to the second  floor which is the Filling of the Holy Spirit  (F/HS).

2. The filling of the Holy Spirit plugs us into the power of the spiritual life which is where the things that really matter happen.

3. Confusion reigns when it comes to this subject, and there are few issues that are so misunder-stood as this one.

4. Most believers try to live the Christian life by obeying the Mosaic Law, specifically the Ten Commandments.  They do not know that believers today are not under the Law.  

a) The Law was given only to Israel, and when Christ fulfilled it perfectly, it was set aside.

Rom. 10:4 . . . For Christ is the end of the Law of righteousness to everyone who believes.

b) Rom. 6:14 - . . . we  [Church Age believers]   are not under the   [Mosaic]   Law, but  under grace [key word for God’s policy]. This does not mean that we are lawless or have a credit card to sin.

c) Rom. 8:2-4 . . . For the law of the  [Holy] Spirit of life in Christ Jesus [Filling of the Holy Spirit]  has set you free from the  [Mosaic]  law of sin and death.   For what the Law could not do  [provide salvation],  weak as it was through the flesh  [OSN],  God did,  sending His Son. . . In order that the requirement of the Law might be fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit.
d) When He controls our soul, the Holy Spirit fulfills the Law in us by breaking the control of our OSN.  

e) The only way we can fulfill the righteous requirement of the Mosaic Law is to live the spiritual life by means of the power of the Holy Spirit.
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5.   Commands concerning the filling of the Holy Spirit,  Eph.5:14-17, were given to Church Age believers called a new law,  Romans 8, and a new commandment,  Ephesians 5.

6. What happens when the commands are obeyed?

Eph. 3:16 . . . That He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with power through His Spirit in the inner man.

The Holy Spirit’s control of our soul is what empowers our spiritual lives.

Eph. 3:17 . . . So that Christ may dwell in your hearts  [minds]  through faith; and that you will be rooted and grounded in love.

Christ dwells in your mind when the Holy Spirit controls your soul.  Christianity is what you think and how you are motivated , not the emotional facade you produce on the outside.

8. Basic information concerning the filling of the Holy Spirit:
a) Sin moves the believer from his spiritual status to carnal status, I Cor. 3:1-3.  Spiritual growth is relative, but spirituality and carnality are absolutes, and therefore, are mutually exclusive.

b) Some believers are confused because they do not understand the difference between the indwelling of the H. S., Rom 8:11; 1 Cor 3:16, 6:19-20; 2 Cor 6:16, and the filling of the H. S., Eph.5:18.  

c) Sin in our lives puts the OSN in control of our souls which grieves the H.S., Eph. 4:30, or quenches the H.S., I Thess. 5:19. 

d) There is a constant battle in our soul as to who will be in control, the H. S. or the OSN.  Our volition determines who is in charge.
Gal. 5:17 . . . For the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit, what is contrary to the sinful nature. They are in conflict with each other so that you do not do what you want.

Rom. 7:15 . . . For that which I am doing  [sinning],  I do not under stand; for I am not practicing what I would like to do  [living the spiritual life],  but I am doing the very thing I hate.

e) The following illustrates the fluctuation from the one absolute status to the other in every believer:  1 John 2:10-11
SPIRITUALITY  -  SIN  =  SPIRITUALITY

SPIRITUALITY +  SIN  =  CARNALITY

CARNALITY  -   REBOUND  =  CARNALITY

CARNALITY  +  REBOUND  =  SPIRITUALITY

f) The following is the reasoning of the average believer who does not understand basic Bible doctrine:

SPIRITUALITY  +  SMALL SIN  = SPIRITUAL / CARNAL

SPIRITUALITY  +  BIG  SIN       =  CARNALITY

CARNALITY   -  GOOD  WORKS       =  CARNALITY

CARNALITY   +  FEW  GOOD  WORKS  =   SPIRITUAL /  CARNAL

CARNALITY +  MANY GOOD WORKS  =  SPIRITUALITY

g) The filling of the Holy Spirit is not related to emotions,  speaking in tongues, hearing voices, seeing visions, healing  the sick, or performing miracles.
9. “Anointing" or "unction" of the Holly Spirit:

a) These terms are synonymous with the indwelling of the Holy Spirit in 1 John 2:20 & 27 and with the filling of the Holy Spirit in Acts 4:27, 10:38, & 2 Cor 1:21.

b) The indwelling of the Holy Spirit breaks the sovereignty of the Old Sin Nature's rule over the believer’s life experientially. The baptism of the Holy Spirit breaks it positionally,  

c) The indwelling of the Holy Spirit involves the physical body of the believer;  the filling of the Holy Spirit involves the soul of the believer.
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10.  The ministry of God the Holy Spirit to our Lord during the First Advent, Isa.11:2,  42:1, is the same for Church Age believers. 

11. We are being transformed into the same image as the humanity of Christ under the filling of the Spirit through seeing ourselves clearly in the Word of God. 

12. We obey the command to imitate God when we are filled with the Holy Spirit, Gal.4:19, Eph.5:1.

13. The filling of the Holy Spirit (F/HS) is required for the true function of worship for the Royal Family, Jn 4:24; Phil.3:3.

14.    F/HS is necessary for effective witnessing, Acts 1:8,  and effective prayer, Gal.6:18.
15. F/HS provides the ability to learn doctrine and to apply doctrine as the fulfillment of the Christian way of life, John 14:26, 16:12, 1Cor 2:9-16; 1 John 2:27.
16. F/HS makes it possible for us to assemble with other believers  in a local church, protects us from  getting our eyes on people,  and gives us understanding and toleration of others.

17.  F/HS allows us to produce the things that God requires of us:

Gal 5:22-23 . . . But the fruit  [singular, referring to the character of the humanity of Christ and our divine good production]  of the Spirit is love, joy, peace  [first three listed are things you think], patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.  Against such things there is no law.
18. We must refrain from trying to live the Christian way of life using our own power.           

Zech 4:6 . . . 'Not by might, nor by power, but by My Spirit,' says the Lord.

THE  3rd  FLOOR:   FAITH REST
1. We live in a very mobile society where nearly everyone is rushing around.  Many are hustling to find something satisfying that will bring them happiness and peace.  

2. Most people think that happiness depends upon being fortunate enough to have things go their way.  Some call this “good luck.”  Some have said, “If it wasn’t for bad luck, I’d have no luck at all.”

3. Is it really rational to think that our all-powerful God, who loves us enough to send His own Son to die in our place, would leave our happiness to the arbitrary fate of good or bad luck?   How can His power and faithfulness be established if our happiness depends on our circumstances?

4. Some people erroneously claim that when you accept Christ as your savior, your troubles are over.  But what does the Bible say?

Job 5:7 . . . For man is born to trouble as surely as sparks fly upward.

Job 14:1 . . . Man, who is born of woman is short-lived and full of turmoil.  

John 16:33 . . . I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace.  In this world you will have trouble . . . But take heart!   I have overcome the world.

5.    It may be shocking to some, but God eventually brings every believer to a place that appears to be hopeless, where he has to recognize that he is absolutely helpless.  

6.    It is there that believers find peace, stability, power, confidence, and courage by simply trusting God.  We call this FAITH REST. When we have FAITH, we can REST.

7.  Every believer can enter into this rest where the “peace of God passes all understanding,” Phil. 4:7.  It is a place of contentment, happiness, strength and stability, where no pressure or stress can intrude no matter how difficult the circumstances may be.

8. If God did the hardest thing for us in providing for our salvation while we were His enemies, Rom. 5:10, surely He is able to take care of the difficulties we face now that we are His children.

 Rom. 8:32 . . . He that spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all,     

      how will He not with Him also freely give us all things?
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9.  God puts believers to the test to see if they really believe this.  Exodus 17:1-7 is a good illustration of this.  This is known as “the First Meribah Incident.”   MERIBAH is a Hebrew word which means quarreling, complaining, and strife.

10. The Bible records another incident where a new generation of Israelites came back to the same place forty years later and we  can tell what happened because it is known as “the Second  Meribah Incident.” It is recorded in Numbers 20: 1-13.

12. These incidents are brought up again in Heb.3:7-11 which quotes Psa.95:7-11.  This is a warning to us not to fall into the same unbelieving, fearful pattern that the Israelites did.

13.   One of the hardest things to do when we are under the pressures of adversity is to stand still and trust or wait on the Lord.  But God has made it easier for us by giving us over seven thousand promises on which we can rely.

Exod. 14:13 . . . And Moses said to the people, ‘Fear not, stand still, and see the deliverance of the LORD which he will show to you today…’
Job 37:14 . . . Hearken to this, O Job: stand still, and consider the wondrous works of God.  Standing still means to stop conniving, trying to manipulate things, and just trust in the Lord.

Psa. 46:1 . . . God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.

Phil. 4:19 . . . But my God will supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.

1 Pet. 5:7 . . . Therefore, by casting all your cares on Him, because He cares for you, you allow yourselves to be humble under God’s mighty hand, that He may promote you at the proper time.

I Sam. 17:47 . . . The battle is the Lord’s.

Psa. 37:4-5 . . .  Delight yourself also in the LORD; and He will give you the desires of your heart.  Commit your way to the LORD;  trust also in Him; and He will bring it to pass.

Prov. 3:5-6 . . . Trust in Lord with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge Him and He will direct your paths.

Psa. 34:18-19 . . . The LORD is close to the brokenhearted and delivers those who are crushed in spirit.  Many are the afflictions of the righteous; but the LORD delivers him from them all.

Psa. 55:22 . . . Cast your cares on the LORD and He will sustain you; He will never let the righteous fall.

Deut. 31:8 . . .  The LORD, He is the one that goes before you; He will be with you, He will not fail you, nor forsake you: fear not, nor be dismayed.

Isa. 40:31 . . . But they that wait upon the LORD will renew their strength; they will mount up with wings as eagles; they will run, and not be weary, and they will walk, and not faint.

Isa. 41:10 . . . Fear  not, for I am with you. Be not dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you; yes, I will help you; yes, I will uphold you with the right hand of my righteousness.

13. Abraham, the father of the Jewish race, is an example of someone who believed the promises of God:

Rom. 4:20-21 . . . He staggered not at the promise of God throughunbelief, but was    

strong in faith, giving glory to God, and being fully persuaded that, what He had promised, He was also able to perform.   

14. When calamity knocks us off balance, claiming God’s promises stabilizes us so that we can start applying doctrines we have learned to the situation.  How important is it that we do this?
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1 Pet. 1:7 . . . These momentum tests of all kinds are so that your faith, being much more precious than gold that perishes, though it be tried with fire, might be found to praise and honor and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ.  

15. Understanding the purpose why we are left on this planet after salvation makes a big difference.  I have said many times that believers are left here to grow up spiritually, but that is the secondary reason to the main reason which is to glorify Jesus Christ.

16. We glorify Him, not by what we do, but by what He does for us.  He allows us to go through “no water” situations of undeserved suffering so that He can demonstrate His power, love, and faithfulness to us.  
17. Most people think that their happiness depends on their circumstances.  They either don’t know or don’t believe God has a place of perfect rest for them in the midst of adversity.  This is not a physical rest, but a mental rest.  The battlefield of the angelic conflict is in the soul, and this is where we can have this perfect rest.

HEBREWS  4: 12     
1. “alive or living”, ZON,  pres. act. pt.;  Life without God’s Word is not living.

2. “powerful or active”, ENERGES,  meaning operationally powerful, full of energy.

3. “sword”,  MACHAIRA, sharp, two-edged, Roman, “state of the art” weapon of its day.

4. “piercing”, DIIKNEOMAI,  pres. mid. pt., meaning to keep on cutting deep.

5. Nothing, no bullet, lazer, sword or spear, can penetrate the immaterial part of man.

6. The Bible is the only book that recognizes the immaterial part of regenerate man as having two parts, a soul and a human spirit.
7. This passage uses an example that can be better understood today than in the past with regards to the analogy of the joints and marrow.  

a. Even in ancient times, a person could understand that a distinction made between joints and marrow of the body would be dealing with precise and specific details.

b. Today we know that the DNA of our bodies has a coded language unique to each person that determines which cells will form hair and which cells will form eyes.   DNA divides cells so that some become joints and some become marrow.  

c. We are amazed at the incredible ability of our bodies to make such distinctions, but who designed it and made it work?   The body of every person from the first man and woman on is comprised of DNA, yet it has taken us over 6,000 years to discover it.

d. However marvelous the coded language of DNA is, it is nothing compared  to the Word of God ! 

8. “It judges” or critiques us and points out the error of our ways.   Now you know why so many people do not read the Bible or care to hear others read or talk about it.

9. “thoughts and motivations” . . . It judges, not only what we do, but also what we think.   You may be able to hide what you are thinking from others but not from God.   

a. You may be able to fool others into believing that you are really great by what you say and do, but the Word of God makes you look at yourself the way God sees you.

b. It doesn’t fool around and it doesn’t pull any punches.  It will rip you to pieces and then build you up into something wonderful.  It wounds and then heals.

10. If you are humble and learn God’s Word, it will change your life.  You will have a peace and calm that you never knew existed.   

11. As you learn Bible doctrine, you will find out that it is true and that you can trust it.  You will gain the confidence, courage, and stability that everyone out there is looking for.  It is designed to give you perfect +Happiness and stability in every circumstance of life.  In pressure, it is your refuge;  in prosperity, it is your joy.

12. It doesn’t matter what  problem, pressure, suffering, or adversity we face. God is the solution!  By simply putting our trust in THE ONE we cannot see, we enter that place of rest and have tranquility of soul.                              
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Matthew 11:28 . . . Come to Me  [trust Me]  all you who are weary and heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 

13. It is easy to trust God when everything is going good or when we are emotionally stirred up by a sermon or a song each Sunday.  But what about during the week when distress and trouble take over, when you physically feel like a whipped puppy, or you are alone in the dark trying to sleep and it’s just you and your thoughts?   Can you trust Him then?  Are you really confident that He will perfectly resolve this problem?  Are you totally relaxed and content to be in this situation? Are you actually happy and patiently watching Him fight this battle? 

14. What about when you have cast this burden on the Lord and everything gets worse, a whole lot worse?  Can you trust Him then?  The only way you can answer “yes” to these questions is if the Lord is more real to you than your problem.

15. It is impossible for that to be the case if you:

a. Rarely think about God

b. Seldom talk to Him

c. Know only few or no promises

d. Are inconsistent in assemblying to hear Bible doctrine being taught 


16. Unfortunately, the above point describes most believers today. Few believers are able to remain stable in the midst of disaster.  Most believers don’t know about this place of moment-by-moment rest God provided for us, and the few who do actually place their problems in the Lord's hands to enter that rest. It takes a lot of BD and spiritual growth to do that consistently.



FAITH-REST

1.   Faith-Rest has been made available to every believer of every dispensation.

2. God's Happiness does not depend on circumstances;  +H depends on what you think. 
3. Can you face any problem in life and handle it by using the doctrine circulating in your stream of consciousness ?   Are you capable of making the right choices that help resolve the problems in your life?   Resolving problems depends on what you have in your soul.

4. You make decisions as to whether you will have stress or tranquility in your soul.  Stress in the soul knocks out the filling of the Spirit and doctrinal orientation.

5. Adversity is an outside pressure; stress is an inside pressure of soul.

6. Adversity is what circumstances do to you. Stress is what you do to yourself.

7. Adversity is inevitable; stress is optional.

8. God did not design us to be slaves to our circumstances.

9. A believer who consistently uses the Faith-Rest drill fulfills 
2 Cor 5:7 . . .  We walk by faith and not by sight  [human viewpoint].
10.    We have studied the expression “Faith-Rest.”

a. God offers His Rest to us.  It is a place where there is contentment, security, stability and peace of mind even in the midst of adversity.

b. The way to get there is by faith, trusting in Him and His Word.

11. We have studied the 1st and 2nd Meribah Incidents found in Exodus 17 and Numbers 20. 

12. We studied Hebrews, Chapter 4, about how His Rest is still available to us.

a. We learned from verse 10 that when we enter this Rest, we stop working and start waiting on the Lord.  Our job, our mission is completely fulfilled when we trust the Lord !

b. Verse 11 commands us to “be diligent” to enter this Rest.

c. We learned that being diligent means to consistently study the Word, everyday.  That is the only way the Lord will become more real to you than your problems.

d. We learned in verse 12 that “the Word of God is alive and powerful.”
e. We learned that prayer is linked with Faith Rest in verse 16.

We studied Phil. 4: 
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a. Verse 1 exhorts us that the one thing we SHOULD FEAR is NOT entering His Rest which happens when we fail to claim promises and believe them.
b. Verse 6  commands us to stop worrying and to start praying.

c.   Verse 7 promises us that we will receive “the peace of God that passes all under-standing.”  

d.   Verses 11 and 12 tells us how Paul had to learn how to be content in every circum-stance.
e.   Verse 13  is Paul saying, “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.”  We can too !
f .  Verse 19  says God will supply all our needs . . . But  my God shall  supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.

13. This is sometimes referred to as using a doctrinal rationale.  The following are examples:

ESSENCE OF GOD RATIONALE:   God’s very nature guarantees His promises. Concen-trating on WHO GOD IS tends to shrink our problems down to the puny reality they are.

LOGISTICAL GRACE  RATIONALE:   Emphasizes God’s faithfulness to supply our needs.  Logistical Grace is “Get-By” grace support for all of God’s children.  Jesus said three times in Matt.6:25, 31, & 34  to  KEEP  ON  STOP  WORRYING about your life.  
II Cor.9:8, God is able to make all grace abound to you abundantly to every good work.  Phil. 4:19  also says that GOD  promises to supply ALL your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus..
PLAN OF GOD RATIONALE:   Reminds us of our place in God’s plan and the spiritual assets He has given us.  Concentrating on GOD'S ULTIMATE PLAN for us to presently and eternally share in His Divine nature and glory tends to shrink our problems down to nothing even more.

THE PLAN OF GOD:    SEVEN IMPUTATIONS
#1  IMPUTATION  OF SOUL LIFE  (REAL)
1. At the moment of birth, God imputes soul life which is  the “spark of life” (Heb. NESHAMMAH) to the human baby's biological body exiting the mother's womb with it's first breath just like it happened to Adam in Gen. 2:7.  
Isaiah 43:7 . . . everyone who is called by my name, whom I created  [Heb. “BARA”, to create something out of nothing, referring to the human soul]  for my glory, whom I formed and made  [Heb. “ASAH”  to build out of something already existing. Refers to biological life or the human body] 
                  Job 33:4  . . . The spirit of God has made  [ASAH out of material]  me [biological life] and the breath  [NESHAMAH, life force; lives]   of the Almighty has given me  [soul]  life.

Psalm 100:3 . . . Know ye that the Lord He is God, it is He who has made us and not  we ourselves…

2. Since God gave us life, we have the right to conclude that He has a plan for our lives.

#2   IMPUTATION OF ADAM’S ORIGINAL SIN  (REAL)
1.  The condemnation for Adam’s original sin is imputed to the genetically formed Old Sin Nature which is passed down by the male, Rom. 5:12.

2. While the Old Sin Nature originated from the original sin of Adam, it is now transmitted through the twenty-three male chromosomes in the sperm which fertilizes the female ovum, generally during copulation. 

3. This explains the importance of the virgin pregnancy.  The Holy Spirit provided twenty‑three perfect male chromosomes; without this, there could be no salvation. 
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4. Just as Adam was created perfect, so Christ was born perfect.  That is why He is called the “Last Adam” in I Cor. 15:45. Like the first Adam, He was trichotomous. This means that no one ever goes to hell because of his sins since Christ paid for them on the cross.

5. The imputation of Adam's original sin at birth is the basis for spiritual death, Rom. 5:12‑21, not our personal sins.

6.  No one is condemned on the basis of  personal sins.

#3  IMPUTATION OF PERSONAL SINS TO CHRIST ON THE CROSS   (JUDICIAL)
1. All personal sins of every person were imputed to Jesus Christ on the cross and were judged. Christ was not a home or target for them because He was perfect in His humanity.

2 Cor. 5:21 . . .  For he has made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.
Rom.5:8 . . .  But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

Rom. 5:10 . . . For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we will be saved by his life.
Gal .3:13 . . . Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, for it is written: ‘Cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree.’
          Isa .53:6 . . .  We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.

Heb.2:9 . . . But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honor; that he by the grace of God should taste death for every man.

#4  IMPUTATION OF +R,  GOD’S PERFECT RIGHTEOUSNESS    (JUDCIAL)
1.   God does not lower His perfect standards for anyone, so the moment we believed in Jesus Christ, He imputed His own +R to us who had none, even though we were not a compatible home or target.

2.   God’s +R in us is a target for fantastic blessings that flow through a  “Grace Pipeline.”
2 Cor. 5:21 . . .  "He  [Father]  made Him  [Son]  who knew no sin to be made sin on our behalf, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him

Rom. 4:5 . . . But to him that works not, but believes on him that justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness.


Gen.15:6  . . . Abram believed the LORD, and he  credited it to him as righteousness.

Rom. 9:30-32 . . .  What then shall we say? That the Gentiles, who did not pursue righteousness, have obtained it, a righteousness that is by faith; but Israel, who pursued a law of righteousness, has not attained it.  Why not? Because they pursued it not by faith but as if it were by works. 

#5  IMPUTATION OF ETERNAL LIFE   (REAL)
1.   Eternal life is imputed on the basis of faith in Jesus Christ.  The home or target is our human spirit which the Holy Spirit creates the instant we are “born again”.  This is called regeneration. And this human spirit is our means of relationship and fellowship with God.

2.   The imputation of soul life is irrevocable as well as the imputation of eternal life.  

1 John 5:11‑12 . . . In fact, this is the deposition, God has given to us eternal life; In fact, this life is resident in His Son.  He who has the Son has life  [eternal life], He who does not have the Son does not have life.  Jn.3:16,36, 6:47, 20:31
John 3:16 . . . For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believes in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.
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John 3:36 . . . He that believes on the Son has everlasting life: and he that believes not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abides on him.

#6 IMPUTATION OF SUPERGRACE BLESSINGS IN TIME   (REAL)
1.  Believers do not receive supergrace blessings until they gain the capacity to receive them without being knocked off course from their number one priority, the intake of Bible doctrine. 

2.  Supergrace blessings in time are called “greater grace” in James 4:6 . . . But he gives a greater grace. That is why Scripture says: ‘God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.’

3. In eternity past, God placed blessings on deposit in escrow until we gain capacity for them in time.

Eph. 1:3-4 . . .  Worthy of praise, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,  Who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in heavenly places in Christ. For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. 

4. Supergrace blessings and escrow blessings are one and the same. They are described in:

      Eph. 3:20 . . . Now unto Him who is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to His power that works in us.

     5.  Every believer receives Logistical grace based on the +R that is imputed at salvation.  Some believers receive supergrace blessings in time which are based on the capacity they develop from the consistent intake of Bible doctrine.

#7   IMPUTATION OF SURPASSING  GRACE BLESSINGS IN ETERNITY     (REAL)
1.   Once a believer reaches spiritual maturity and starts to receive supergrace blessings in time, he must maintain his spiritual momentum through learning doctrine. Remember, there is no NEUTRAL gear in our spiritual transmission, so no one can coast.  Latin Phrase:

Qui  Non  Proficit  Deficit

He who does not go forward, goes backward.

2.   Every believer must give an account at the Judgment Seat of Christ as to how he spent his time on earth after salvation, Rom. 14:12, I Cor. 3:13-15, II Cor. 5:10.   Believers who maintain their spiritual momentum are winners to be rewarded with crowns, decorations, privileges, and honors that last for all eternity.    
3.   Those who receive blessings in time but become distracted from their aggressive pursuit of knowledge,  love for, and relationship with God, will experience the same temporary embar-rassment losers who never reached spiritual maturity will have at the Judgment Seat of Christ.

4.   Supergrace blessings in time are so fantastic, but there is only one problem. They are temporary!   The surpassing grace blessings of eternity will last forever.

5.  The great news is that we don’t have to depend on our own power or wisdom to pass tests, to stand firm for the faith, or to reach and keep the spiritual high ground of:
Eph. 4:13b . . . until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness  [PLEROMA]  of Christ.
II Cor. 4:16  . . . Therefore, we do not lose heart, but though our outer man is decaying, yet our inner man is being renewed day by day.
Romans 16:25 . . .  Now to Him who is able to establish you   [to make you able to stand]    according to my gospel . . .
Jude 1:24-25 . . . Now unto Him who is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy; to the only wise God, our Savior, be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now and forever more. Amen.
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6.   All believers will be faultless in heaven because they will not have old sin natures, but only winner believers will receive surpassing grace blessings which include being presented to God the Father by Jesus Christ Himself !  Surpassing grace blessings are mentioned in the second and third chapters of Revelation. 

Heb 10:35-36 . . . Do not throw

away your confidence;      
[Don't slack off of B.D. & your advance to the adult spiritual life]

it will be richly rewarded      
[SG Blessings in time & Surpassing Grace Blessings in eternity]                                                   

You need to persevere       
[in learning and applying doctrine]

So that when you have                

done the will of God 
[fulfilled the conditions of the escrow agreement]
You will receive what                     


He has promised 
[Escrow blessings in time and in eternity]

7.   The fact that God created our escrow package of blessings before we existed means that there is no  way we can do anything to earn or deserve them.  It is strictly a matter of grace.  That’s why we call them “Grace Blessings”.

8. When we are under pressure, our confidence and courage are strengthened if we meditate on this fantastic plan.  All of the magnificent things God has already done for us gives us encouragement to press on to the goal, receiving the last two imputations. 

FAMILY RATIONALE:   If we as parents protect and provide for our families with our limited resources, then surely God, who has unlimited power and abundance, is able to protect and provide for us.

9. Doctrinal rationales lead us to doctrinal conclusions which enable us to relax and to use divine viewpoint.  It is possible that fear, doubt, and worry can become a thing of the past.     

Rom. 8:31 . . . What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us?

2 Cor. 5:7 . . . For we walk by faith, not by sight.

THE 4th FLOOR:   HUMILITY, OBJECTIVITY, TEACHABILITY 
GRACE-ORIENTATION
1. The first three floors of the Divine Domain are designed for believers  in spiritual childhood.  The next two floors are for believers who have reached spiritual adolescence, and the last five are for those who reach spiritual adulthood. Spiritual adolesence can be a dangerous phase in that the believer can think he knows it all just like teenagers often do. He can lose His teachability.

2. A believer can learn the basic spiritual skills of the first three floors and still flounder if he or she does not reach the fourth floor, which is GRACE-ORIENTATION made possible by one's HUMILITY, OBJECTIVITY, and TEACHABILITY,  H.O.T.  The more of these we have, the more grace we willingly receive and appreciate.

3. Things people learn as children usually stay with them for a lifetime.  Some of these things are beneficial, but many are not.  Old habits are hard to change, but old, erroneous beliefs are even harder to change. 

4. If we are not willing to comply with God’s mandates by changing the way we think and act, then we will never advance spiritually. Instead, we will retrogress and become confused, frustrated, and miserable. Relaxing and letting the Holy Spirit teach us is the best way to exploit more and more of God's grace.

5. Change, especially for men, is difficult.  But the way to do it is to acknowledge that God’s way, the grace way, is the best way.   When scripture clashes with what we have always believed, we must acquiesce and give it up if we truly want to live a life pleasing to God. 










        DEAD or DYNAM.   16
6. Being humble and teachable is the key. And as always, arrogance is the enemy. We must decide what is more important, clinging to the notion that we are right in order to protect our inflated opinion of ourselves, or objectively submit to God's plan and accept God’s grace provision of His infallible Word, the church, and the Pastor-Teacher.
Psalm 25:8-9 . . . Good and honorable is the Lord. Therefore,  He instructs sinners in the way  [His way, the best way].  In justice He guides the humble.  Consequently, He teaches the humble His way.
7. Even after we have learned the spiritual dynamics of the mystery doctrines of the Church Age, some believers refuse to adopt them. The song made famous by Frank Sinatra, “I Did It My Way,” could be their theme song.

8. The idea of “doing it my way” manifests itself in some people who insist that they do not need a pastor-teacher but can grow to spiritual maturity studying the Bible on their own.

a. They ignore Heb. 13:7 and 17.
b. They ignore Heb. 10:25.
c. They ignore Eph. 6:11-13.
9. We must not rely on our own perception and understanding but rather depend on God’s Word which is revealed to us by the ministry of the Holy Spirit through the Grace System of Perception.

Proverbs 3:5-6 . . . Trust in the Lord with all your heart and  lean not upon your own understanding.  In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make your paths straight  [accurate].

           Prov. 11:2 . . . When arrogance comes, then comes dishonor, but with the humble is wisdom.

           Prov. 29:23 . . . A person’s arrogance will bring him low, but a spirit of humility will attain honor.

          Pro.v 16:18 . . . Pride goes before destruction, a haughty spirit before a fall.

James 4:6 . . . God makes war against the arrogant, but He gives grace to the humble. 

10. The problem with so many believers is that they know a little Bible doctrine at adolesence yet  think it is a lot. This recalls to our minds the old saying, “A little knowledge is a dangerous thing.”  

11.   Some people never received enforced humility, training and discipline, at home as children, so they are not oriented to authority.  They never developed genuine humility  (self-discipline).

a) This can hinder the spiritual growth of believers.  Since they were not made to be H.O.T., they did not learn to comply and adapt to their parents’ ways of doing things. So many believers in adolesence they find it hard to comply and adapt to God’s way of doing things.

b) Whether believer or unbeliever, such people become defiant when exposed to the authoritative truth of God.

c) Rather than giving it an open hearing, they resist with such phrases as:  

· "The Bible was written by men and can’t be taken literally." 

· "Well, that’s just your opinion, your interpretation."
· "That’s not what Brother Jones always taught."

· "That might be so, but I have always believed . . ."

·  "Well the Lord spoke to me and said . . ."

·  "Well, I just don't believe that."
12. The old sin nature must be restrained. Parents accomplish this through enforced humility so that children restrain it themselves with a genuine humility when they leave home.

13. The believer who has genuine humility is teachable and becomes grace-oriented as he learns that under God’s policy of grace, everything depends on the ability of God;  nothing depends on the ability of the believer.  
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14. The simplest definition of grace:  All that God is free to do for mankind on the basis of the salvation work of Christ on the cross.

15.  Humility learns that divine blessing comes from grace  which excludes any form of human merit, human works,  self-righteousness, feelings, or any other activity of man.

16. Humility eagerly accepts grace while, arrogance foolishly rejects it.  Salvation is by grace.  Cognition of B.D. is by grace. Spirituality Is by grace. Execution of the plan of God is by grace.  And glorification of God is by grace.  All of these are based on non-meritorious responses to the grace of God.

17. Believers who are willing to comply to God’s mandates and adapt their thinking to the Word of God become invisible heroes. This is not to imply that the good works and positive impact they have on others is unseen, but they are not usually seen as anything special from society’s point of view.

 18.  The apostle John put it this way:  John 3:30 . . . He must increase but I must  decrease.    Invisible God, plus invisible assets, plus invisible power, equals invisible heroes.

19.    Supergrace invisible heroes may be invisible to the general public, but they certainly are not invisible to angels or to God.  Though they may not be noticed in time, in eternity they will be the winner believers who shine the brightest with their crowns, decorations, rewards, benefits, and special privileges.

20.    Every believer has equal opportunity to become an invisible  hero.  Every believer has the Grace System of Perception, at least one right pastor-teacher, the completed canon of scripture, logistical grace, and his own special package of escrow blessings.

21.    The thoughts, decisions, and actions of a believer who is filled with the Holy Spirit are very important, and they never go unnoticed.  The life of every Church Age believer is related to a higher and greater invisible conflict, I Cor. 4:9; Eph. 3:10; 1 Tim. 5:21; *Heb. 13:2, 1 Pet. 1:12.                                                                         

22.    Invisible impact of invisible heroes: 

a)  Prayer  

b)  Blessings by association 

c)  Being part of the pivot that saves a nation 

d)  Unconditional love  

e)  Faith-Rest  

f)   Instilling genuine humility in children  

g)  Other applications of doctrine

THE  5th  FLOOR:     DOCTRINAL ADVANCE
1. The fifth floor is the most important because it is where Bible doctrine is perceived, GNOSIS, believed and metabolized, EPIGNOSIS, and then applied.  Therefore we call it the floor of DOCTRINAL ADVANCE.

2. The first four floors support the function of the fifth, and the following floors result from the function of this fifth one. 

3. This is the reason we are left on planet earth, to build and function based on this floor:  
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II Peter 3:18 . . .Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ."   
4.  Unbelievers can understand and choose to accept the Laws of Divine Establishment or the moral code under which civilized nations are founded.  But they cannot understand the spiritual truths in the Bible, I Cor. 2:14.  No unbeliever can understand the Bible, but every believer can.

5.   Bible doctrine surpasses any subject taught in school or college because it is supernatural information beyond the range of human intelligence or empirical powers.

6.   Doctrinal advance is more than learning and reciting academic subjects; it constitutes a way of life that generates spiritual momentum in the lives of believers.                                              
7.   YOUR  ATTITUDE  TOWARDS  DOCTRINE  IS  YOUR  ATTITUDE  TOWARDS  GOD !
8.   We are commanded to consistently learn God’s Word:

Matt. 4:4   . . . It is written, 'Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God'.

      Heb.5:13-14 . . . Anyone who lives on milk  [Bible stories], being still an infant [spiritually],  is not acquainted with the teaching about righteousness.  But solid food  [ICE teaching]  is for the  [spiritually] mature who by constant use  [because of pos.vol.]  have trained themselves [self-discipline] to distinguish good from evil.

2 Tim. 2:15 . . .  Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needs not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 

      Rom. 15:4 . . .  For everything that was written in the past  was written to teach us, so that through endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures, we might have hope.
Tim. 3:16-17 . . . All scripture is God-breathed, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: that the man of God may be complete,  thoroughly furnished unto all good works.
                          

Heb. 10:25 . . .  Stop forsaking the assembling together of yourselves [for Bible class] as the manner of some is . . .
9.  The first four floors of the Divine Domain provide the power, objectivity, and teachability needed for the intake of doctrine so that the believer has the momentum to move forward.

10. Without spiritual momentum, the believer’s life starts to stagnate and his soul will resort to the usual, non-beneficial human viewpoint.  Even when everything is going great, something isn’t right; something is missing. Not getting the “Big Picture” and concentrating on the details of life makes us lose our way. There is no sense of direction or purpose.

Rom. 12:1-2 . . .  I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye  present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy [set apart],  acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.   And be not conformed to this world  [thinking h.vpt.]:  but be  transformed  [from human to Divine viewpoint] by the renewing of your mind  [by the intake of B.D.], that you may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.

a) COURAGE:  Most people go through life being afraid of one thing or another, but that is not God’s desire for us.

Joshua 1:9 . . . Have I not commanded you?  Be strong  and courageous.  Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go.   Deut. 20:1, Psa. 27:1-2, 46: 1-2, 56:2-4, Isa. 41:10, Heb. 13:6

b) CONFIDENCE:  This is not a cocky assurance in self, but rather, a sureness and a confidence based on the infallible Word of God.

Heb. 10:35 . . . Cast not away therefore your confidence, which has great recompence of reward.

I Jn. 2:28 . . . And now, dear children, continue in him, so that when he appears we may be confident and unashamed before him at his coming.
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c) PEACE / STABILITY  OF  MIND:   This is something everyone wants but few have even though it is free.                

Isa. 33:6 . . . He will be the sure foundation for your times, a rich store of salvation and wisdom and knowledge; the fear of the LORD is the key to this treasure.

Isa. 26:3‑4 . . . You will keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on You; because he trusts in You. Trust in the Lord forever: for in the Lord Jehovah everlasting  strength.

 Phil. 4: 7 . . .  In fact, the peace from God which surpasses all understanding shall keep guard over your hearts   [KARDIA, dominate portion of the soul]  and minds  [thoughts] in Christ Jesus. 

John 14:27 . . . Peace I leave with you; my peace  [ tranquility, harmony, RMA]  I give to you.  I do not give to you as the  world gives  [human viewpoint, religion, legalism, works].  Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.

11. As doctrine accumulates in your soul, the Holy Spirit uses that doctrine to increase your capacity to understand more doctrine. The more you learn, the more you can learn, so doctrine builds on doctrine.

12. We depend on the Holy Spirit in order to: 

a) Understand doctrine  

b) Retain doctrine 

c) Apply doctrine.  
This means doctrine can be rejected during any one of these or in all three.   

13. After salvation, believers must sooner or later answer the question, “Why am I still here?”  Until that question is answered, they will remain confused, they will lack direction, they will be unstable, and they will remain in spiritual childhood.


WHAT  ARE  YOU  SEEKING ?
1. God has revealed Himself in creation and in His Word.  Unless people are mentally incompetent, every person on this planet will choose to seek God or not.  Two categories of seeking God:

a) Seeking God for salvation. How long does it take to be saved?  An instant.

Jer.29:13  . . . You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart.
b) Seeking God after salvation. How long does that take?  A lifetime.
Ps.119:2 . . . Blessed are they who keep his statutes & seek him with all their heart.

Ps.119:10 . . . I seek you with all my heart; do not let me stray from your commands.

Ps.119:58 . . . I have sought your face with all my heart; be gracious to me accor-ding to your promise.
2. Few believers continue to “seek after God with all their heart” after they are saved.

a) They don’t want to spend the time and effort.  What they want is an instant fix for their problems, and why not?

b) We have instant coffee, instant oatmeal, instant pictures, fast food, fast car-washes, drive-through pharmacies, and drive-through banking with instant money at ATMs.  So, why not have instant, supersonic spiritual solutions?

c) People want instant joy and +H in their lives without seeking God. 

d) But there is no magic wand, no sensational sermon, no superpowerful pill, no remar-kable ritual, no extraordinary experience, and no shortcut that will bring lasting peace and contentment.
e) We cannot glorify God or receive escrow blessings from learning a few verses and going to church whenever it suits us.  THERE IS A WHOLE BODY OF TRUTH THAT MUST BE LEARNED AND APPLIED !

3. Ignorance is the enemy !   
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Hosea 4:6 . . . My people are destroyed from lack of knowledge. 

     We are all born ignorant, but we make decisions every day to stay that way or to learn how to live a life that is fantastic for us and pleasing to God.

4.  Illustration:  Health and nutrition compared to our spiritual life:  
a) We grow up having acquired the diet and health habits of our parents.

We grow up having acquired the “religious routines” of our parents.

b) When we leave home, we chose to continue those habits or form new ones.

When we leave home, our worship remains the same or we change it.
c) There is a body of truth about health and nutrition that must be learned and applied in order to be physically healthy.

There is a body of Truth that must be learned and applied in order to be spiritually healthy.

d) If you make uninformed decisions about physical food, you suffer physically.

If you make uninformed decisions about spiritual food, you suffer spiritually.

e) Everyday, you decide what goes into your stomach.

Everyday, you decide what goes into your soul.

f) There is a lot of propaganda and deception in food and drug advertising.

There is a lot of false doctrine and deception taught on TV, radio, books, and churches.

g) The natural inclination is to follow the crowd, do what everyone else does:

Remember, most people are not healthy.  
Remember, most people aren’t going to heaven.

Matt. 7:13-14 . . . Enter through the narrow gate [gospel].   For wide is the gate [religion; salvation through man's works] and broad is the road that leads to [eternal] destruction, and many enter through it.  But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to [eternal] life, and only a few find it.

5.   We have been focusing on spiritual momentum.  The positive volition of spiritual momentum could also be referred to as a zeal, hunger, eagerness, passion or desire.  God has designed us to be creatures with passion and desire where the only thing that truly satisfies us is Him.  

a) When we turn our backs on doctrine, we are turning our backs on a relationship with 

God. So we redirect our passion and it temporarily allows us to escape the pain of our isolation from God. In essence, we exchange the one true God for a false god.  But there's always a price to pay.

b) We mistakenly believe we can find true satisfaction by taking matters into our own hands and treating our desires and passions as mere physical appetites. 

c) The root of the problem is idolatry which is the worship of anything or anyone other than the one true God.  The New Testament goes so far as to say that misdirected passions are idolatry, Eph. 5:5; Col. 3:5.

d) When adversity takes its toll on us, rather than placing our burden on God, we try to solve the problem ourselves with a temporary physical fix.  But the passionate desire for intimacy with God is too deeply imbedded in the human heart for that to work.  Why don’t we turn it over to the Lord?  Because we really don’t trust Him to handle our problems.  

e)  Psa. 37:4 . . . Delight yourself also in the LORD, and He shall give  you the desires of your heart" 

This doesn't mean if we delight in God we will get whatever we want. It does mean that God is so good, so loving, so powerful, so close to us, and so committed to our well-being, that only He can satisfy our deepest longings.

f)   The great hindrance to our worship through study of God's Word is that we are willing to settle for pitiful, temporarily fulfilling pleasures.
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h) Considering what God has offered to us for seeking a deepening relationship with Him, it would seem that our Lord finds our desires not too strong, but too weak.  It is the difference between desiring mud pies or holidays on the beach.

i) God always allows our volition to function, and if we continue to seek happiness and satisfaction by fulfilling our lusts, He will give us over to the control of sinful things that we prefer more than Him.

                                                  ___________END of WHAT ARE YOU SEEKING?____________


RESUMING  THE 5TH FLOOR DIVINE DOMAIN:   DOCTRINAL ADVANCE
14. Volition is always the key factor.  God’s system is designed to be self-motivating once you are inside of it. But no one can force you to be interested in doctrine or to obey God’s commands.

15.   The concentration of a new believer is usually weak, therefore he can easily become indifferent, distracted, or led astray.

16.   Most believers have a burst of enthusiasm towards their spiritual life right after they are saved, but it is usually short-lived because it is based on emotions.  If they don’t receive good teaching soon, their motivation is lost, and they revert back to their old familiar routine where God and His Word are left out.

17.   Many believers try to keep spiritual momentum going through emotional stimulation, but that is a cheap and hollow substitute for true momentum that comes from learning doctrine. 

18. Going to church out of habit or as a matter of routine without truly being interested or having proper motivation gets you nowhere.  That is being a hearer of the Word, not a doer of the Word.     

James 1:22 . . . Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. 

Do [pres. mid. imp.] what it says.

a) “merely listen to the word” is only gnosis knowledge. Those who listen but lack one of the following, deceive themselves:

1) Great hunger or eagerness for the Word being taught

2) Humility 

3) Concentration

4) Being filled with the Holy Spirit

b) “deceive yourselves”  How?  By thinking that just warming a pew means automatic blessing and spiritual growth.  Some try to convince themselves that they are happy without epignosis doctrine in their souls. 

c) “do what it says”  is not just the overt action of obeying commands.  It is:  
1) Getting into God’s Word   
2) Building an edification complex in your soul, and   
3) Advancing to the top floor of the Divine Domain.


                       HEARERS AND  DOERS

1. Metaphor:  the application of a word or a phrase used to suggest a comparison with another object or concept.

2. The Mirror Metaphor:  Mirrors in the ancient world were made out of polished metal and had to be polished daily, analogous to the daily perception and metabolization of doctrine.

3. The mirror in our verse refers to Bible doctrine.  Usually, people use mirrors for self-analysis.  The believer looks into the mirror of God’s Word for the purpose of examining his life with biblical accuracy.
4. Objective and accurate self-analysis is a part of the application of doctrine to experience.  
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The accurate application of doctrine to experience is directional and includes four categories:
(a)  Toward God      James 4:6-8; 2:19-26.
(b)  Toward people  James 2:1-13
(c)  Toward self       James 1:23-25,  the mirror metaphor.

(d)  Toward prayer  James 4:3; 5:16-18.
5.  The mirror metaphor is the application of Bible doctrine toward yourself.  
Self-analysis rather than self-absorption is objectivity.  
Every believer can use the privacy of his priesthood for objective self-analysis which avoids the subjective self-analysis related to arrogance or running to someone else for counseling.  

6.  James 1:23-24  makes a comparison between a “hearer” and a “doer" of the Word”. 
HEARERS OF THE WORD:
a)  Hearers of the Word fail to create the mirror in their souls to help them examine their lives from the privacy of their own priesthoods. They hear the Word taught but they do not believe it.  Therefore, they lack the absolute source of truth that is needed for accurate self-analysis.

b) Losers look in the Bible to justify something they are doing that is wrong.  Others look in the Word of God to admire themselves.  We all get different impressions by looking into a mirror.   When you look into the mirror alone, it is like reading the Bible for yourself.  Someone else looking into the mirror with you and describing what you look like is like the pastor teaching BD to you.

c) Hearing the Word without being positive to doctrine causes the loser-believer to reject any doctrinal teaching that would condemn him or what he is doing.

d) The hearer of the Word generally lies to himself.  He sees something in the word of God but says to himself that it does not really apply to him when in fact it does.  When you are full of self-justification, it is inevitable that you will deceive yourself.

e) The hearer glances at himself in the mirror and rejects what he sees because it is very unflattering.  He claims something must be wrong with the messenger or the message rather that himself.

f) The less amount of doctrine you have in your soul, the more foggy the mirror, and you can't see yourself as you really are. The fact that the hearer immediately forgets what he saw means the doctrine taught him did not register in his mind as applicable to him.  

g) Hearers only produce wood, hay, and stubble which are human good, dead works and evil.

6. James 1:25  focuses on the 

DOERS OF THE WORD:
a) When you are positive to doctrine, you see yourself as you really are.  You are not commanded by God to get counseling from others.  You are commanded to analyze yourself and apply doctrine to your own experience.  God designed you to be spiritually self-sustaining. 

b) Doers of the Word look intently at the mirror which means to be filled with the Holy Spirit and to concentrate as you consistently take in the Word of God.

c) The doer recognizes that the Bible is the only the textbook for objective and accurate self-analysis. If you make right decisions from your self-analysis, you will have self-respect or spiritual self-esteem.

d) Doers of the Word take advantage of the perfect law of freedom which refers to the Word of God.  
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God has provided true equal opportunity and true freedom for every Church Age believer to learn Bible doctrine.

e) John 8:32 . . . You shall know the truth and the truth shall set you free.  
Only God can provide true equality and true freedom because He is infinitely fair and just.   The Grace System of Perception is available to every believer.
f) The “doer of the Word” does not refer to Christian service.  It refers to the believer who executes the Christian way of life through the intake, metabolization, and application of Bible doctrine.  He consistently Rebounds as he advances to the top floors of the Divine Domain.

g) The positive believer does not look into the mirror of the Word of God to produce his own reflection but to produce the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ,  II Cor. 3:17-18.
h) The great glory that belongs to the believer will never be revealed until the resurrection or Rapture of the Church.  That is when the invisible heroes will be the most visible people in eternity.
7. James 1:23-24 . . . Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like a man who looks at his face [soul] in a mirror [the Bible] and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like.  This describes believers who sporadically attend church and believers who are hearers only. They listen to doctrines being taught but then go away and immediately forget what they heard.
James 1:25 . . .But the man who looks intently [PARAKUPTO  ; to stoop down and look closely]  into the perfect law  [B.D.]  that gives  [spiritual] freedom, and continues to do this, not forgetting what he has heard, but doing it, he will be blessed  [+H]  in what he does.  
            

RESUMING  5TH FLOOR DIVINE DOMAIN:   DOCTRINAL ADVANCE

19.   Believers who are merely “hearers to the Word” have little if any spiritual momentum.  But believers who are “doers of the word” have their priorities straight and great spiritual momentum.    

20.   Just as the adolescent must make a transition from the home into adulthood, the adolescent believer must make the transition from spiritual childhood into spiritual adulthood.

21.   Both transitions require humility.  Unlike the child who eventually leaves parental authority behind, the believer must remain under the authority of doctrinal teaching from his right pastor-teacher.

1 Pet. 5:6-7 . . . Therefore, by casting all your cares on Him, because He keeps on caring for you, you allow yourselves to be humbled  [genuine humility, aorist, passive, imperative]  under the of God’s mighty hand of authority, that He may promote you [with supergrace blessing] at the proper time [after you reach spiritual maturity].  
1 Pet. 5:6-7 . . . Therefore, because He keeps on caring for you,  by casting all your cares on Him, you allow yourselves to be humbled [genuine humility-aorist, passive, imperative] under the mighty hand of God’s authority, that He may promote you [with supergrace blessing] at the proper time [after you reach spiritual maturity].  
THE  6th  FLOOR:   Personal Sense of Destiny

1. Now, we come to the advanced floors of the Divine Domain. Believers who reach spiritual adulthood begin developing a Personal Sense of Destiny which is entrance into the sophisticated spiritual life.

2. A believer with a Personal Sense of Destiny concentrates on the absolutes of Bible doctrine.  By doing this, he resolves the various problems he faces in life.
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3. There is no Personal Sense of Destiny until the believer understands God's plan for him.
4. Immediately upon our salvation, we have a destiny.  The forty things we receive at salvation are part of it.  All believers receive a destiny but all destinies are not alike. There will be great differences between destinies of winner and loser believers.

5. Those who have developed a Personal Sense of Destiny do not think, apply doctrine, or solve problems using the mind or the thinking of another person. The believer who depends on counseling or guidance from others has failed to use the spiritual dynamics the Lord has provided for him to be spiritually self-sustaining

6. After salvation, if you continue to make decisions on the basis of false values, then your decisions are wrong.  Therefore all decisions related to learning doctrine become the most important decisions of the your life.

7. Believers who become bogged down with the reality of their problems never seem to find divine solutions. The believer with a Personal Sense of Destiny sees the solution, while others without a Personal Sense of Destiny can only see the problem.

8. You cannot have a Personal Sense of Destiny without:  
1)  The teaching ministry of God the Holy Spirit     
2)  Understanding the uniqueness of the Church Age   
3)  Understanding the grace policy of God   
4)  The objective of becoming a winner in God’s Plan. 

9. Every believer has equal opportunity with all other believers to attain a personal sense of destiny.

10. A true and false destiny are found in Phil 3:4-8.  Paul was an unsaved celebrity with a false, personal sense of destiny. As a citizen of the Roman Empire, Paul was famous in the field of Judaism and was well-trained in Hellenistic culture. He became one of the greatest of the Pharisees at a young age.  

11. Later, as an adult believer under the ministry of God the Holy Spirit, he explained the things that determine happiness in life: 
                  positive volition  +  right priorities  =  right decisions  =  +H
12. When a person believes in Christ and carries all of his pre-salvation success standards over into his spiritual life, he is handicapped in fulfilling the protocol plan of God because he wants to use his own human power and human dynamics that made him successful as an unbeliever rather than God’s.


13. When success distracts you away from the priorities of the spiritual life such as the filling of the Spirit and Bible doctrine, you are a loser even though successful, humanly-speaking.

14. A false Personal Sense of Destiny occurs: 
1)  Because people are divorced from reality on the one hand and will not take responsibility for their bad decisions on the other hand.  
2)  Some people put a lot of stock in their successes in life but fail to put these achieve-ments into proper perspective. They are nothing compared to spiritual accomplishments that carry over and last throughout eternity.

2 Cor. 4:18 . . . while we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen; for the things which are seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal.
15. Your happiness is not dependent on circumstances or the gratification of your lust pattern.  Nor is your motivation to advance in the spiritual life based on the motivation of arrogance, inordinate  ambition, inordinate competition, or gaining the approbation of others. 

16. Most believers concentrate solely on not sinning to the exclusion of seeing the importance of Divine Good accomplished under the filling of the Holy Spirit.  If you are not responding to Bible doctrine circulating in your stream of consciousness under the power of the Holy Spirit, your Christian works are worthless.
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17. Part of our Personal Sense of Destiny is our confidence in God’s faithfulness to reward us for learning and then executing the unique spiritual life of the Church Age.  Your attitude toward B.D. will determine whether you are headed for fame or shame.

1 John 2:28 . . . And now, my children, stay in fellow  ship with Him, that if He should appear, we may have confidence and not be put to shame at His coming.

Rom. 5:5 . . . And confident expectation makes us not ashamed, because the love for God has been poured out in our hearts by the agency of the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.
2 Tim. 2:15 . . . Study [SPOUDAZO] to present yourself approved by God, a person evaluated as a hero who does not need to be ashamed, handling accurately the word of truth.

Phil. 1:20 . . . on the basis of my earnest expectation and confidence, that I shall not be put to shame in anything, but with all confidence, Christ shall even now, as always, be glorified in my body, whether by life or by death.

Gal. 5:5 . . . For we through the Spirit, by faith, are waiting for the confident expectation of righteousness  [capacity righteousness from God for rewards in the eternal state].
Heb. 10:35-36 . . .Therefore, do not throw away as worthless your confidence, which keeps on resulting in the distribution of blessing. For you keep on having need for perseverance, so that when you have done the will of God, you may carry off the deposit which was promised  [Escrow Blessings].
18. The confidence mentioned in these verses is a Personal Sense of Destiny.  It is all thrown away when there is no doctrine metabolized and circulating in your stream of consciousness.  

19.   Confidence in God’s Word:

a) Replaces fear with courage, Psa. 112:7
b) Enhances concentration

c) Motivates the production of good works (Divine Good)

d) Gets the attention of both believers and unbelievers

e) Is an essential ingredient of perseverance
f) Is found in every mature believer

 20.  Most people, both unbelievers and believers, are so totally consumed with the details of this life that they never think about what’s next.  After this very brief time on earth has passed, what then? 

 21. The Bible repeatedly tells the believer where his thoughts should be. 
       

Col. 3:1-2 . . . Since, then, you have been raised with Christ  [Positional Truth], set your hearts on [keep on thinking about, desiring and endeavoring to obtain], things above [knowledge of God and heaven], where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. (2) Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things  [Details of Life].             
When you are thinking doctrine and applying it to your circumstances, you are obeying this verse.  You are setting your mind on the things above.

Psa. 119:36-37 . . . Turn my heart toward your statutes and not toward selfish gain.  Turn my eyes away from worthless things; preserve  [refresh]  my life according to [with] your word  [B.D.].
Rom. 8:5-6 . . . Those who live according to the sinful nature have their minds set on what that nature desires; but those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit desires.  (6) The mindset of sinful man is death  [spiritual death for unbelievers, operational death to dying discipline for believers]  but the mindset controlled by the Spirit is  [capacity for]  life and peace  [inner prosperity].

22. High school counselors give information to students concerning their current options so that they can make informed decisions about their futures.
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a) They ask students what they want in life and then tell them what it will take academically in order to get it.

b) Students cannot use ignorance as an excuse for being unsuccessful because they know what is required.  They know that the decisions they make now will shape their futures.

23. As your Pastor-Teacher, I give you information about your current options so that you can make informed decisions about your future.

a) What do you want in life and what do you want after you die?

b) Do you want to be a common mediocre believer?  Confused, afraid, ignorant, living by your emotions and desperately hoping you make it to heaven? If that’s what you want, just keep on being obsessed with the details of life and don’t be concerned about God and His Word.

c) Or, would you rather live the abundant life and be free of worry, fear, and doubt?   Do you want to have inner peace, joy, and contentment regardless of your circumstances?  Do you want to be among the winners on earth and be an even a bigger winner in heaven?  This will never be more than a wish if you are an arrogant, spiritually ignorant or apathetic believer with wrong priorities.  

d) The things you think about and focus on will determine the quality of your life now as well as in eternity.  

I Jn. 2:15-17 . . . Do not love the world  [Cosmic System]  or anything in the world [materialism].  If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father  [including impersonal or unconditional love]   is not in him. (16) For everything in the  world. the cravings of sinful man  [from the OSN],  the lust of his eyes and the boasting of what he has and does, comes not from the Father but from the world.  (17)  The world and its desires pass away, but the man who does the will of God [advances to spiritual maturity]  lives forever  [in a superior resurrection body].   
This is not an eternal security verse.  It is a command to believers with a promise at the end.  

Psa. 10:4   In his pride the wicked does not seek him; in all his thoughts there is no room for God.  

24. OVERCOMING THE WORLD 
All believers overcome the world when they believe in Jesus Christ. At that point in time, they become a child of God and are positioned "in Christ".  This is because they are kept by the power of God unto salvation, I Pet. 1:5. This positional overcoming [Top Circle] depends on God, not us!  
Positional overcoming provided by God at salvation is common to all believers because all believers are “in Christ” through the Baptism of the H.S.  This is called “positional sanctification” meaning believers have been permanently set apart by God for special blessing.  This concept is found in I John 5:4-5 and Rev. 21:7.

I John 5:4-5 . . . For whoever is born   [GENNAO,  per. pas. part.]   of God overcomes  [NIKAO,  pres. act. ind. 3rd per. sing.]   the world   [positionally in sense of being Royal family; Top Circle];   and this is the  [initial]  victory  [NIKE.  that has overcome  [NIKAO. aor. act. ind.]   the world, even our faith  [in Jesus Christ].  5)  And who is the one who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God.

However, there is another type of overcoming which can be referred to as experiential overcoming  [Bottom Circle]  which is a potential for every believer but is only realized by those who learn how to overcome the world by consistent doctrinal growth, thought, decision and action. This overcoming depends on the believer reaching spiritual maturity whch is not a 
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common experience every believer enjoys even though it's attainment is available to every believer. This concept is found in Rev 2:7-26, 3:5, 12, 21. 
It will remain a potential for most believers who never learn enough about God’s Word for it to ever become a reality.  WHAT A SHAME!  What they lose:

· +H in time

· The motivating factor of having a personal sense of destiny

· Their customized package of super grace / escrow blessings  

· Six categories of super grace blessings designed for time:

Spiritual
Blessings by Association   
Undeserved Suffering

Temporal
Historical Impact
Dying Grace

· Surpassing Grace blessings for all eternity:

· Crown of Life

· Crown of Joy

· Crown of Righteousness

· Order of the Morning Star

Rev. 22:7 . . . Behold, I am coming soon [suddenly] !  Blessed is he who keeps the words of the prophecy in this book.

Rev. 22:12 . . . Behold, I am coming soon [suddenly] !   My reward is with me, and I will give to everyone according to what he as done.

I Cor.9:24 . . . Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the PRIZE?  Run [TRECHO, pres.act.imp., progress rapidly & freely]  in such a way as to get the prize  [Super grace blessings of James 4:6] .

Phil.3:13-14 . . . Forgetting what lies behind and reaching for what lies ahead, I press toward the mark for the PRIZE of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.  [Prize, BRABEION, is a reward or prize, not a gift.]

GIFTS ARE NOT EARNED OR WORKED FOR, BUT PRIZES ARE.  
Boxers enter the prizefight ring in order to win the prize which can be the  
Heavy Weight Champion of the World Belt and all that goes with it.   
SALVATION IS BY GRACE  [Belileve, PISTEUO, aorist tense],    
BUT REWARDS ARE EARNED [Run, TRECHO, is in the present tense] !   
How do we run?  By learning the unique spiritual life of the Church Age and using its superior system of thinking in every circumstance.

· Uniform of Glory

· History recorded in the Archives of Heaven

· Authority to rule with Christ in the Millennium 

· Being presented to G.F. by Jesus Christ

· A new name, a Title of Heraldry, a Coat of Arms

· Eat from the Tree of Life in the Paradise of God

25. PROSDOKAO (  is a verb, meaning to expect; to look for something; to look forward with hope meaning confidence.  It is best translated “looking forward to”: 
II Peter 3:12-14 . . . As you look forward   [pres. act. ptcp.]  to the day of God   [the eternal state]  and speed its coming. That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat.  13)  Nevertheless, in keeping with His promise   [of a new universe and tremendous blessings in the new universe]  we  [believers with a PSD]   are looking forward   [pres.act.ind.]   to a new heaven and a new earth, the home of righteousness. 
Note: Isaiah 65:17 has the promise of the new heaven and earth and the old one forgotten. Blessings  forever in the new universe are described in Revelation.
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14) So then, dear friends, since you are looking forward  [pres.act.ptcp.]  to this, be diligent   [SPOUDAZO]   to be found spotless  [keep Rebounding],  blameless  [filled with the H.S.]  and at peace with Him.

26. A Personal Sense of Destiny looks forward with confidence to the creation of the new universe of the eternal state.  Five things survive the destruction of the universe and therefore, are of the highest value in life and are essential parts of our PSD for our eternal future:

a) Eternal salvation through faith alone in Christ alone.  Our soul and spirit will survive the destruction of the universe. 

b) Our resurrection body survives the destruction of the universe to enter into the eternal state.

c) The infallible Word of God survives: 
Isa. 40:8 . . . The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our Lord stands forever.  
Mt.24:35 . . . Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words shall not pass away.
d) Escrow blessings for the eternal state.  A PSD accepts the challenge to use volition in order to attain escrow blessings and then to stay motivated so as to run the race to win.

e) The historical records of the invisible hero survive the destruction of the universe.  His name, his title, and his deeds are a part of the permanent historical record of the Church Age in the hall of records in heaven.
27.   We must remember that our citizenship is in heaven, Phil. 3:20.
    A PSD anticipates the fulfillment of better things in the eternal state and lives on the basis of divine promises.

Rom. 8:28 . . . Now we know that to those who love God, He causes all things to work together for good, to those who are called on the basis of a predetermined plan.
28.   A Personal Sense of Destiny begins when we can fulfill the first three words: 
"Now we know."  This verse applies to those who have reached a Personal Sense of Destiny and to no one else.
29.   Our PSD is based on faith, PISTIS  (s), which can be translated three different ways:

1) That which causes trust and faith;  translated faithfulness, reliability, proof, or pledge.

2) Faith in the active tense; the act of believing; translated faith, trust, confidence.

3) Faith in the instrumental case:  that which is believed; the whole “body of faith;” therefore should be translated “doctrine”.

Heb. 11:1-2 . . . Now faith  [what is believed, doctrine]  is the substance of things hoped for  [ELPIS, with confidence],  the evidence of things not seen.  For by means of it  [doctrine circulating in the stream of consciousness]  men of old attained approval.
ROMANS 8:28
Now   we know    that       all        things   work together    for

s
     perfect active indicative                    present active indicative

the good    to those who                  love      the      God

s

                                          present active participle
30. Abraham used his Personal Sense of Destiny to overcome doubts that he and Sarah would actually have a son at the age of 100.  He used his PSD to overcome the temptation to forego obeying the Lord's order that he sacrifice his son.  He believed what God said above everything else in life.
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31. Joseph made his brothers promise to carry his bones into the land God promised to the descendents of Abraham.  His body was preserved in Egypt, but it was 475 years before it was taken into the promised land.

32. Hebrews 11:24-27 demonstrates the fantastic PSD of Moses.

33. David demonstrated his PSD when he stood before Goliath and said, “the battle is the Lord’s and He will give you into our hands,”  I Sam. 17:47    David faced this giant after he had already been anointed by Samuel to be the next king of Israel.

34. Eight key words in understanding a PSD:

1) Grace    A PSD includes continually depends on the grace provision of God for ALL circumstances and things. 

2) HUMILITY    Arrogance is your greatest enemy.  You’re in big trouble the moment you think you can ignore God and get by with it.  We must keep on remembering that, 
“God makes war against the arrogant but He gives grace to the humble,” 1 Pet .5:5. 
3) Knowledge    A Personal Sense of Destiny means one has knowledge of pertinent Bible doctrines related to the unique mystery doctrines of the Church Age.   

4)  Priority   A PSD  means assigning number one priority in one’s life to Bible doctrine.  If you have not done this, you will never have a PSD.  We are nothing without Bible doctrine norms, standards and thinking.
5)   Volition    The issue in life is not environment or circumstances but volition.  The   sooner you learn to take the responsibility for your decisions, the sooner you grow up.
6)  Function   A Personal Sense of Destiny demands that the believer consistently utilize the function of Rebound, Filling of the H.S., the Grace System of Perception, and the Faith Rest Drill.  This is the only means of executing the Plan of God, becoming a winner believer, and glorifying God as an invisible hero. 

7)  Power    A Personal Sense of Destiny lives by the power and grace provision of God rather than by one's own pathetically, puny human power.   

8)  Focus    A Personal Sense of Destiny focuses on becoming a winner believer by
taking the offensive in the unique spiritual life that belongs to the dispensation of the Church.  A PSD never looks back. You have to look forward to see where you are going.
35. You have something far greater than miracles. You have equal privilege and opportunity to receive by far the greatest and most phenomenal blessings of all time.

36. There is a big difference between living a life with little or no expectations for the future and living a life beyond expectations, both now and the future!  These are realistic expectations because they are based on the promises of God.

37. A person with a Personal Sense of Destiny has made a conscious decision to become a winner believer.  He takes the offensive by learning and applying the spiritual dynamics that the grace of God has provided for him.

38. The rate of learning doctrine must exceed the rate of forgetting in order to maintain a PSD.  That is the only way Divine viewpoint will replace human viewpoint.
39. Let's look at Christ's PSD as our supreme example. The Bible expounds on His birth, says very little about Him as a child, and gives more details when His ministry starts, but we see His PSD revealed the best during the last week of His life.
A. Christ at the Garden of Gethsemane  

1. He was grieved and distraught at what must occur, but HE WAS NOT AFRAID !   

2. Luke 22:43-44  is not in original transcripts that says an angel appeared to Him, strengthened him when He was in agony, and His sweat were like drops of blood that fell to the ground.  NOT THERE !

3. His disciples were absolutely no help whatsoever.  They failed him there, not once, not twice, but three times,  Matt. 26:31-44.
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B. His Arrest

1. John 18:3 says that a Roman cohort consisting of 300 to 600 soldiers came to arrest Him.

2.  This multitude also included a mob sent by the chief priest and elders of the Jews carrying swords and clubs, Matt. 26:47.  Christ asked them, “Whom do you seek?,” and they said, “Jesus the Nazarene.”  And Jesus said, “I am He,” and they drew back and fell to the ground. John 18:6  /  Ex. 3:1.4
3.  Judas’ kiss:   Christ still called him friend, Matt. 26:50.
4.   Peter cuts off the right ear of Malchus, John 18:10.  Rather than attacking Peter, Jesus teaches him Doctrine of capital punishment, Matt. 26:52.   Christ put the ear back on, Luke 22:51.
5.   I love what Christ told them in Matt. 26:55.    
6.   Jesus knew what was in store for Him and wanted to avoid the cross if it was at all possible.  So the question is, “Why did he voluntarily submit to it? “
Jesus knew what was in store for Him and wanted to avoid the cross if it was at all  possible.  So the question is, “Why did he voluntarily submit to it? “
7.   Because He was sinless and always submitted to the Father’s plan.  Yes, that is true.  But we must remember that Jesus Christ was not only deity. He was and is also true humanity with volition.

8.   I think the answer is found in HEBREWS 2:1-2
"Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses   [a list of some of the supergrace believers who are examples to us, given in chpt. 11],   let us throw off everything that hinders   [distractions, details of life;  How? By setting our priorities right and focusing on what is really important in life]   and the sin that so easily entangles   [sin from the area of weakness from our OSN. How?  By Rebounding and keep moving]  and let us run with perseverance the race  [reaching supergrace is not a sprint] marked out for us. [God has a specific race layed out for each of us with a finish line of being a winner in time and eternity.] 

2)  Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith  [that which is believed, doctrine],   who for the joy set before him   [His PSD looked past the cross to the glory of saving millions of people who would believe, His Bride]   endured the cross, despising its shame,   [murdering the Savior of the world was the most shameful thing mankind has ever done]   and sat down   [in His resurrection body]  at the right hand of the throne of God  [the highest place of honor].    

C.
SESSION:   to sit;  waiting for something to be accomplished;  "sessionem"  in Latin.  He has all authority, so why doesn’t He come on down and start His Millennial Rule?  He is waiting for “His body, His Bride” to be formed both quantitatively and qualitatively.  In the meantime, J.C. is acting as our Advocate and High Priest, and is preparing a place for us in heaven, John 14:2-3.
D.
ASCENSION:  Acts 1:9-10 is similar to what will happen to us in the Rapture.  Christ paved the way for us humans to launch off of earth and warp out it to heaven.

1.  Rev. 12:5  says that Christ was “caught up”, HARPAZO, v. api, to God.  The same word used in I Thes. 4:17 says what will happen to us at the Rapture.

· It is a demonstration of Christ’s victory in the Angelic Conflict.

· His position in heaven marks our position in the heavenlies, Eph. 1:20,2:6-7.

· It demonstrates the manner of His future coming: visible, physical, literal, Acts 1:11.

· He lead Old Testament saints out of Paradise to heaven, Eph. 4:8-10.
2. Jesus Christ, the Son of man, meaning true humanity, sits at the right hand of the Father.  This means that a human, not an angel, is in the driver’s seat of the entire 
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universe, Heb. 1:13.   And here is the good news:  we are related to Him.  J.C., Son of David, will continue the Davidic reign on earth when He rules the universe from Jerusalem, Acts 2:34-36.  
3. He will rule the nations at the Second Advent with a rod of iron, Psa. 2:9,  Rev. 2:27, 12:5,19:5. 
Rev 2:26 . . .To him who overcomes and does my will to the end, I will give autho-rity over the nations…
4. He is waiting while those who are winner believers of the Church Age become apparent, and those will be the ones who will share His inheritance and reign.  How does one become a winner believer and secure his inheritance?   The same way Christ did, through obedience. 
Heb 5:8 . . . Although He  [J.C.]   was a Son  [deity],  He learned obedience from what he suffered.

Brief Review Points 35-38 and last 2 points in PERSONAL SENSE OF DESTINY:

35.   You have something far greater than miracles. You have equal privilege and opportunity to receive the greatest and most phenomenal blessings of all time.
36.   There is a big difference between living a life with little or no expectations for the future, and living a life beyond expectations, both now and in the future!  These are realistic expectations because they are based on the promises of God.
37.   A person with a Personal Sense of Destiny has made a conscious decision to become a winner believer.  He takes the offensive by learning and applying the spiritual dynamics that the grace of God has provided for him. 

38.   The rate of learning doctrine must exceed the rate of forgetting in order to maintain a PSD.  That is the only way that divine viewpoint will replace human viewpoint.
39.   Poise, composure, and an RMA under pressure are the products of a PSD.
40. Many times we can’t figure out the source or the details behind the things that cause us to suffer but that’s all right.  We do not always have to be aware of the facts surrounding the adversity that comes into our lives because it really doesn’t matter.  By using our PSD, we advance right through it regardless of who or what is causing us trouble.        

THE 7th FLOOR:    Personal Love FOR God    PHILEO
1. How can we finite beings come to know and love God?  We have a huge problem to begin with. The eternal God who created us is infinite, eternal, and invisible whereas we are finite, temporal, and visible.  

2. God solved this problem by taking the initiative and revealing Himself to us through creation and through His Word.  The very order and structure of the universe from the atom to the many galaxies of the universe give evidence of the immanent and transcendent being, which we call "God,"

Rom 1:20 . . . For since the creation of the world God's  invisible qualities, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse.

        Heb 11:3 . . . By faith  [doctrine]  we understand that the  universe was formed at God's command, so that what is seen was not made out of what was visible.

3. There is no subject more exalted to which the human mind can address itself than contemplating and learning of the person and character of the almighty God of the universe.
4. The love of God, PHILEO, is based on the fact that He loved us first before we loved Him.
1 John 4:19-20 . . . We love, because He first loved us [AGAPE].  If someone says, `I love God' and hates his brother, he is a liar; for the one who does not love his brother, whom he has seen, is not able to love God whom he has not seen."
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Rom 5:8 . . . But God demonstrates His own love  [AGAPE]  toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died as a substitute for us."

a) There is no greater problem than to be born spiritually dead under the condemnation of God and to not be able to do able to do anything about it. 

b) We should be eternally grateful to God for taking the initiative in solving our problem through the cross.

· God the Father planned it

· God the Son executed it.

· God the Holy Spirit reveals it.
5.   A problem develops when God’s love is thought to be like the love that we have for each other.  God’s AGAPE love for us is related to His divine attributes


6.  God’s love for us never increases or decreases because His love does not depend on who and what we are but on who and what He is.  This can be called UNCONDITIONAL LOVE  [or  IMPERSONAL LOVE  [AGAPE].  
7.   God can also love us based on something good or attractive about us because of our F/HS and spiritual growth and this is called CONDITIONAL or PERSONAL LOVE  [PHILEO].       


8. We are commanded to love God: 

Deut 6:5 . . . You shall love [PHILEO] the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your might.  [Jesus quoted this in Matt. 22:37]
II Th 3:5 . . . May the Lord direct your hearts into God's love and Christ's perse-verance.

Jude 1:21 . . . Keep yourselves in God's love as you wait for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to bring you to eternal life.

Matt 10:37 . . . He that loves his father or mother more than me is not worthy of me: and he that loves his son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me.   

9.  The believer is exhorted to love each member of the Trinity:    
2 Cor .13:14 . . . The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with all of you.
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“the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ”  =  Unconditional Love

“the love of God”  =  Occupation with Christ

“the fellowship of the Holy Spirit”  =  Filling of the Holy Spirit         

These are different ways of how believers express their love for each member of the Godhead.

10.   No one can love God unless he knows God, and no one can know God unless he knows Bible doctrine.
a. You cannot love someone you do not know.

b. Getting emotional, sentimental, or aroused by someone is not love. How quickly a person can get emotionally stimulated is not an accurate measurement of his capacity to love. 

11. Believers can lose their love for God by becoming distracted.  We all have to constantly be on guard against distractions. Satan’s most effective weapon against advancing believers.  
a. Permitting distraction is to be ignorant of doctrine, and these distractions usually occur at critical points in one’s advance in the spiritual battle.

b. An ignorant believer is a loser believer.  A loser believer can be just as mean and nasty as any unbeliever, and sometimes worse.

c. A distracted believer always becomes emotional.  Emotions, arrogance, and frustration unite to form into the fragmented believer who becomes a monster that can explode when the slightest amount of pressure is exerted.

1 John 2:5 . . . But whoever guards His word, truly in him the love for God has been perfected.  By this we know that we are in Him.
Jude 21 . . . Keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting anxiously for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to eternal life.
Rom. 8:28 . . . For we know that to those who love God, He causes all things to work together for good, to those who are elected on the basis of a predetermined plan.
James 1:12 . . . Blessed is the person who perseveres under testing; because when he becomes approved, he will receive the crown of life, which God has promised to those who love Him.

           Matt. 24:12-13 . . . Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, but he who endures to the end will be saved.

12.   Capacity for loving God the Father does not come from emotional surges, but from the Bible doctrine resident in one’s soul.  The capacity to love God is based on knowing God’s Word, not on emotions.
13.   A personal, conditional PHILEO love for God motivates unconditional AGAPE love for man.  We cannot have true love for one another unless we first love God.

I John 5:2 . . . By this we verify the fact that we keep on loving the children of God, when we love God and execute His mandates.

14.   True love for God always manifests itself in gratitude: I Thes.5:18, Col.1:10-12, Col. 2:7, I Pet 1:8
15.   The Greek verb AGAPAO means "to have virtue love."  The cognate noun is the word AGAPE, meaning "virtue love." Personal PHILEO love for God the Father and uncon-ditional AGAPE love for all mankind is the virtue system that produces capacity for true love.
16.   Virtue is the only system of true love and is a synonym for true love in life. There are five concepts of virtue-love:

1)  MOTIVATION:   Motivation for virtue-love comes from personal love for God the Father.
2)  CAPACITY:   All true love must have capacity.  Capacity means mental or perceptive ability.  There is no capacity for love until you have Bible doctrine circulating in your stream of consciousness as you function under the filling of the Holy Spirit. 
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3)  VERIFICATION:   Verification comes as you advance upwards through the floors of the Divine Domain and confirms the authenticity and the accuracy of motivation and capacity for virtue-love.  There is no verification of your capacity for love until you.

4)  VALIDITY:   that you love God comes gradually as you advance spiritually.
 [You grow in your LOVE of studying His Word which is the highest form of worship and display of love for Him. You look forward to going to Bible Class, feel like you have attended a feast, and consider that time spent the most pleasurable and worthwhile of your days, weeks, and years ! ]
5)  REALITY:   “The proof is in the pudding. “  When  motivation, capacity, verification, and validity are present, you know that you have virtue love.
17.   Personal love for God provides the motivation to keep advancing in the spiritual life. If you love doctrine, you love God.
18.   Unconditional love for all mankind gives the capacity for personal love toward others.  Personal love among members of the human race has no virtue.
19.   For the unbeliever, there is no true love without morality, and for the believer, there is no true love without virtue.  Man needs a power greater than himself to generate God's virtue-love, and of course, God provides that inside the Divine Domain. 

[That Virtrue AGAPE Divine Love is His. We can't come up with it on our own energy.]
20.   Virtue:  comes from the Latin word “Virtus” which is based on the root word “vir” referring to courage, strength, and excellence in physical, mental, and moral standards.  Virtue refers to man as God designed him to be.

2 Pet.1:3-4 . . . His divine power  [inside the Divine Domain]  has given us everything we need for life  [logistical grace] and godliness  [blessings of maturity]  through the true knowledge of Him  [J.C.]  who called us by his own glory and excellence [VIRTUE, ARÊTE]. 4)  Through these  [the glory and virtue produced inside the Divine Domain]  He has given us his very great and precious promises, so that through them  [Bible doctrine learned and applied]  you may become partakers of the divine nature  [including virtue] and escape the corruption that is in the world  [Cosmic System]  by lust.

21.  We believers are commanded to concentrate on having virtue in our lives.

        Phil. 4:8 . . . If there is any excellence  [ARÊTE, virtue]  and anything worthy of praise, concentrate on these things.  

22.   When believers ask, “What Would Jesus Do?”, they are really asking, “What is the virtuous thing to do in this case?”

23.   Christian virtue is not superficial adherence to religious tradition or self-righteous obser-vance of taboos; it is strength of character based on Bible doctrine circulating in the stream of consciousness.     
24.   All virtue has direction.  Motivational virtues are directed toward God and functional virtues are directed toward man and circumstances.

      
      INVISIBLE
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25.   Motivational virtues are related to our priesthood and functional virtues are related to our ambassadorship.         
26.   There is great confusion and trouble when virtue goes in the wrong direction.

27.   Motivation precedes function; your priesthood precedes your ambassadorship; your relationship with God precedes and strengthens you in your relationship with people. 

28.   The lack of unconditional love for others can be seen and indicates the lack of personal love for God that cannot be seen.  Malfunction of the visible means that there is malfunction with the invisible.

29.   Love is only as strong as the virtue behind it.  This is why we can always depend on God’s love for us because He has perfect virtue.  Our standard for virtue is God Himself, not some relative system of human ethics.

30.   Personal love is weak because it is virtue dependent. The only exception is personal love for God because it is a virtue in itself.

31.   Love for God determines capacity for Super Grace blessings, I Cor. 2:9, James 1:12
32.   Believers with personal love for God have learned how to focus on the solution rather than the problem. They know that focusing on the problem is tantamount to rejecting the divine solution.

33.   Believers with capacity to love God do not falter when sudden or severe adversity comes into their lives.  

34.   Personal love is very unstable or transient [because it depends on appearance, physical attraction, lust, desire, admiration, security, self-improvement, peer pressure, social acceptance, social climbing, stimulation, entertainment, lack of boredom, etc.].  
35.   No believer can be successful in marriage unless he has the right priorities. Right priorities demand that God has first place in your life. God cannot have first place unless Bible doctrine has number one priority.

36.   Personal love has a major role to play in marriage for believers.

Eph.5:25 . . . Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church and gave himself for it . . .  [does not mean tolerating their disrespect.]
        The husband is commanded to live with his wife on the basis of knowledge 1 Pet 3:7.
Love without virtue is marriage without happiness.
37.   For those who are not married, human viewpoint says, "Find the right person."  Bible doctrine says, "Be the right person." A person is no better in marriage than he is as a person. Marriage does not improve him or make him any happier, especially if he is not already a happy person. An arrogant, self-centered, or emotional person has no capacity for marriage and is self-destructive in marriage.  

38.   Our love for God is inseparably linked to our intake of the Word.
1 John 2:5 . . . Whoever guards the Word, truly in him, the love for God has been perfected.         We guard the Word by always keeping it as our number one priority.
THE EIGHTH FLOOR:   UNCONDITIONAL LOVE FOR MAN   AGAPE
1.  Personal love always emphasizes the object being loved, how attractive or wonderful they are.  

Unconditional love always emphasizes the integrity, honor, humility and virtue of the one doing the loving and has nothing to do with the worthiness of the one being loved.

2.   Personal love is always conditional. With unconditional love, it doesn’t matter if the object is unattractive, unpleasant, thoughtless of others, obnoxious, rude, or hateful.

3.   Personal love is for friends and family whereas unconditional love is for everyone.  Unconditional love for all others as Christ loved us is commanded while personal love is not.

4.   Personal love is a possessive and a subjective attitude toward a few.  
Unconditional love is an objective and relaxed attitude toward the entire human race.
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[As you grow spiritually, the kind of people you hang out with is going to change. Your love is naturally going to gravitate towards others who love the Word as much as you do and love discussing it more than talking about themselves, people, things, or circumstances. You will prefer being around them and their SPOUDAZO because it is great encouragement to your own spiritual progress. And you wont be able to shut your Divine viewpoint up. You will receive the greatest enjoyment in life expressing it to others, what doctrines you have learned lately, and take tremendous pleasure hearing them express their D.vpt. to you.]
5. Personal love for most people is about man’s ego. Unconditional love is about man’s virtue.  
Personal love depends on the virtue of unconditional love to maintain its stability.
6.   One of the ironies of this life is that  when we allow our relationships with people to become more important to us than our relationship with God, we doom those very relationships.  

7.   We never have unconditional love for others until we first have love for God because we have no natural motive within our sinful selves to love everyone.

8.   It is imperative that we learn and use unconditional love in our lives because if we don’t, our relationships will simply not last and our daily contact with others will drive us out of our minds.

9.   Our capacity to love increases as our impersonal love increases.

10.  Unconditional love is not emotional.  Emotions were designed to appreciate relationships, but they were never designed to establish or to maintain them.  Love is thought, not emotion.

Unconditional love is commanded
John 15:12 & 17 . . .  This is my commandment, that you love one another, as I have loved you.  These things I command you, that you love one another.

Rom. 13:8 . . . Owe no man anything but to love one another: for he that loves another has fulfilled the law.

1 Pet. 2:17 . . . Show proper respect to everyone: Love the brotherhood of believers, fear God, honor the king.

1 Pet. 3:8 . . . Finally, all of you, live in harmony with one another; be sympathetic, love as brothers, be compassionate and humble.

I Jn. 3:23 . . . And this is his command: to believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and to love one another as he commanded us.

Mark 12:30-31 . . . And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength: this is the first command-ment.

Mark 12:30-31 . . . And the second is like namely this: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. There is no other commandment greater than these.

Gal. 5:14 . . . The entire law is summed up in a single command: "Love your neighbor as yourself."

James 2:8 . . . If you really keep the royal law found in Scripture, "Love your neighbor as yourself," you are doing right.

Note: The last three verses listed above do not imply that the love for self is the standard to be used to love others. The standard must be based on the spiritual self-esteem of the believer.  

Prov. 19:8 . . . He who gets wisdom  [B.D.]  loves his own soul  [spiritual self-esteem]; He who keeps understanding, prospers [is promoted into spiritual adulthood].     
Spiritual self-esteem is not developed in the believer until he has reached the 6th floor of the Divine Domain which is the beginning of the sophisticated spiritual life.
UNCONDITIONAL LOVE & THE ROYAL FAMILY HONOR CODE

1.  Definition:  an aristocracy; a governing body of upper class usually made up of an hereditary nobility. All believers are spiritual aristocrats because when they were born again, they became part of the royal family of God. 








                             DEAD or DYNAM.   37
Jesus Christ founded our royal dynasty by His sinless life and His victory over Satan on the cross, earning Him the title, “King of Kings and Lord of Lords.”

2.  His example has been passed on to us which can be seen as an honor code that is taught throughout the New Testament.

3.  Two requirements are absolutely necessary for The Royal Family Honor Code (RFHC) to function in the life of a believer:

a)  The filling of the Holy Spirit

b)  Bible doctrine circulating in the stream of consciousness.
6.  God the Holy Spirit uses the Bible doctrine resident in the believer’s soul to produce integrity needed to live by the Royal Family Honor Code. The Laws of Divine Establishment and morality are for the entire  human race and do not need supernatural power to execute. While the RFHC does not exclude morality, it far surpasses it by including standards greatly superior to morality that apply only to God’s royal family.

7. “Live and let live” is the guiding principle of the RFHC. This includes privacy.  It is imperative that we respect the privacy of others.  Every believer has the right to attend a local church without his personal life or business being an issue, without being maligned or gossiped about, and without being the subject of criticism or rumor.  Privacy includes tolerating erroneous ideas of others on nonessential matters.  

8. It must be the HS who convicts us from the teaching of the Word and not our peers who fail to mind their own business and try to advise us with human viewpoint.

9. Documentation concerning respecting other people’s privacy:

II Th. 3:11-12 . . . For we hear that there are some which walk among you disorderly, working not at all, but are busybodies.  Now them that are such we command and exhort by our Lord Jesus Christ, that with quietness they work, and eat their own bread  [idiom for minding your own business unless someone wants to hear doctrinal encouragement from you].

1 Tim. 5:13 . . . Besides, they [young widows]  get into the habit of being idle and going about from house to house. And not only do they become idlers, but also gossips and busybodies, saying things they ought not to.

Rom. 14:10 & 13 . . . You, then, why do you judge your brother? Or why do you look down on your brother? For we will all stand before God's judgment seat.  13) Therefore let us stop passing judgment on one another. Instead, make up your mind not to put any stumbling block or obstacle in your brother's way.

Rom. 14:4 . . . You, who are you to keep judging a servant that belongs to another?  To his own Lord he stands or falls; and stand he will, for the Lord is able to make him stand.

We are never called upon to change or to reform others. BD does that. Prodding and coercion only drives people away. So what can you do? Pray for them, set a good example, be there for them with Divine viewpoint if they ask to hear it.

6.  The old sin nature in all of us seeks unconditional love from others but offers only conditional love in return.

7.  Unconditional love excludes retaliation, revenge, prejudice, discrimination, arrogance, hatred, self-righteousness, self-pity, jealousy, implacability, vindictiveness, slander, gossip, maligning, manipulating, and judging.

8.  Luke 6:31-37 demonstrates the commonality of personal love.

     “AND THEY LIVED HAPPILY EVER AFTER”   FAIRYTALE

a.  Unconditional love solves problems whereas personal love manufactures problems.  Personal love complicates life by combining the problems of two people, an amal-gamation that can intensify stress in life.
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b.  Unconditional love is a relaxed mental attitude toward all whereas personal love is an intense and possessive attitude toward a few.

c.   A lack of reciprocation in personal love intensifies frustration and disillusionment that usually results in a not-so-pretty emotional reaction.

d.  When personal love lacks the support of unconditional love, the object of your love controls your life and becomes the custodian of your happiness.

e.  Reaction to others means you have given control of your life to someone else and only virtue love can protect you from this.
9.  Unconditional love is so powerful that there is no person in the world that you cannot tolerate.  Bible doctrine in the soul builds virtue and integrity in the believer that exceeds the unattractiveness in the worst kinds of people.
10.   Unconditional love does not involve personal feelings or emotions.  It is characterized by sensitivity, the expression of thoughtfulness,    courtesy, and good manners toward others, even when they  don’t deserve it.
11.   Lack of unconditional love always produces unrealistic expectations.
12.   Since it is a spiritual function, it cannot be duplicated by unbelievers or carnal believers.
13.   You will derive more happiness from having unconditional love for many than you will ever have loving only a few personally.
14.   Without uncondtitional love, we are vulnerable to:
· personality conflicts

· legalism due to moral degeneracy

· unfaithfulness due to immoral degeneracy

· lack of motivation to continue relationships due to physical, mental, or spiritual changes.
15. You should not depend on others in order to be happy, but if you haven’t developed unconditional love through B.D., that is exactly what will happen. Depend on them and you will suffer the consequences. 
16. The only person you can change is yourself.  Changes must come from the consistent intake of B.D., not from other people’s pressure.
17. What you don’t know can hurt you.  Ignorance is not bliss; it is disaster. Believers who know nothing about the RFHC and unconditional love will never experience real stability or capacity for happiness.
18. Unconditional love does not mean we must endure or tolerate abuse or anything that might cause harm, nor is anyone required to be a party to anything illegal or immoral in order to comply with the principle of UL.
19. All human relationships depend on unconditional love for their success as well as their perpetuation.  It cannot be developed by gritting your teeth and making yourself to be nice to people you don’t like or who rub you the wrong way. It can only be developed by growing spiritually as you advance through the floors of the Divine Domain.  

THE NINTH FLOOR:    OCCUPATION WITH CHRIST
1.   Occupation with Christ  (O/C) is personal love for our Lord Jesus Christ through maximum doctrine circulating in the stream of consciousness of the heart by means of the filling of the Holy Spirit.  
2.   I Cor. 2:16 says that we have the mind of Christ. This refers specifically to the mystery doctrines of the Church Age. You can’t love anyone until you know what  they think.

3.   Having the thinking of Christ results in O/C in contrast to having preoccupation with self and other people.

4.  When we reach the point of occupation with Christ, then we have the mental attitude and thinking of our Lord.
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5.  1 Peter 1:8 . . . And even though you have not seen Him, you love Him  [occupation with Christ];  and though you do not see Him now but believe in Him, you greatly rejoice with inexpressible happiness [+H] and full of glory.

6.  Capacity to love someone who is invisible requires a tremendous amount of information, Bible verses, passages, and doctrines in the soul.  

7.  There are two commands that must be obeyed before O/C can develop found in 
Heb. 12:2 . . . Be concentrating on Jesus . . . 

I Peter 3:15 . . . But sanctify the Lord Christ in your heart . . .
8.  O/C results in tremendous happiness and glory. The glory is invisible glory to man, but very visible to the angelic creatures. The same Shekinah glory that filled the Tabernacle and the Temple now fills the believer's soul.

9.  Occupation with Christ is also referred to as fellowship with the Son.  
1 Cor. 1:9 . . . God is faithful, through whom you were called into fellowship with His Son  [O/C],  Jesus Christ our Lord.    

10.  II Cor. 13:14 refers to fellowship with the Holy Spirit which is another way of describing the filling of the Holy Spirit. We must first have fellowship with the Holy Spirit before we can have fellowship with Christ.

11.  We can have fellowship with the Holy Spirit without having fellowship with Christ, but we cannot have fellowship with Christ without first having it with the Holy Spirit.

12.  One of the tremendous benefits in having O/C is encouragement. 

       Phil. 2:1-2 . . . If there is any encouragement from being united  [occupied]  with Christ [and there is], if any comfort from his love, if any fellowship with the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, 2) then make my joy complete by being like-minded [with divine viewpoint], having the same  [virtue]  love, being one in spirit and purpose.

13.  We all need encouragement from time to time, and those who are O/C do not depend on circumstances or people for encouragement although the Lord may sometimes provide it in that way.

THE ATTAINMENT OF OCCUPATION WITH CHRIST IS GRADUAL
1.  Our Lord becomes our role model over time:

Eph.3:14-19 . . . For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 15)  if whom the whole family in the heavens and earth is named, 16)  that he would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with might by His Spirit in the inner man; 17)  That Christ may dwell  [ be at home]  in your hearts  [O/C]  by faith  [B.D.] and in  [virtue] love,; that you, being rooted  [pt.rp] and grounded [pt.rp] 18)  May be able to comprehend with all saints  [GSP] what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height; 19)  And to know the love of Christ, which passes knowledge  [GNOSIS], that ye might be filled  [PLEROO v. aps]  with all the fullness [PLEROMA] of God.

2.  The fullness of God is acquired when there is a maximum amount of  EPIGNOSIS doctrine circulating in the stream of consciousness.  No believer reaches PLEROMA status unless he is Occupied with Christ.   
3.  O/C occurs through consistent perception, metabolization, and utilization of doctrine.  It doesn’t happen overnight !

· Perception / Reception:  Hearing the Word of God taught

· Metabolization / Retention:  Believing it.  Definition of metabolization:  The chemical changes in living cells by which energy is provided for vital process and activities and new material is assimilated to repair the waste.  Bible doctrine in the soul does this on a spiritual level.
· Utilization  / Recall:   Applying B.D. to the circumstances of life.
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4.  As you grow spiritually, your relationship with the Lord strengthens & subtle changes develop in your soul.  Dependence on people for happiness, fellowship, motivation, help, strength or a listening ear changes into dependence on the Lord. You begin to prefer Him over them.

FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD  VS  FELLOWSHIP WITH PEOPLE
1.  Occupation with Christ results in God-emphasis taking precedence over people-emphasis. Fellowship with God is infinitely more important than fellowship with people.  
2.   O / C eliminates human viewpoint towards others:

II Cor. 5:15 . . . He [Christ] died a substitute for all  [unlimited atonement], in order that those who live  [inside the Divine Domain] should no longer live for themselves, but for Him who died and was resurrected [O/C]. Therefore, in the future, we regard no one from the flesh  [human viewpoint]  even though we have known Christ  [as unbelievers] from the flesh  [ human viewpoint].
a) Human viewpoint towards others, makes you miserable.  It is totally void of any manifestation of unconditional love.

b) Human viewpoint can be recognized by:

· Arguing with others about everything 

· Intolerance of anyone else’s opinions 
· Trying to superficially please, impress, help them in the energy of the flesh
· An attitude of revenge, getting even with people

· Hypersensitivity about self, insensitivity towards others needs, desires or feelings
· Constant complaining about things other people do.

 3.  True Christian fellowship is fellowship with God the Father, the filling of the Holy Spirit, and occupation with Christ.  Fellowship with other Christians can be a wonderful experience, but only if it is preceded by true Christian fellowship.
4.   Believers do not grow up spiritually or execute the plan of God through Christian fellowship or interaction with people.  Fellowship with God is commanded while fellowship with other Christians is optional.  

5.  There is nothing wrong with having fellowship with others. It is enjoyable and many times encouraging to hear about what they are facing and what Divine viewpoint they apply. But it will be unrewarding and short-lived if human viewpoint creeps in and the RFHC is ignored.

6.   God demands that He be first in our lives, numero uno, # 1 priority, second to none, Mt.10:37, Mt. 22:37-40.  Personal love for God always precedes unconditional love for others. 

7.  We must always be more concerned about what God thinks about us than what others think about us. Our motivation to please Him must always supercede our desire to please others.

8.  God must come first in your life in order for you to execute God's plan. While there's nothing wrong with having relationships with people, the issue is that people should not be your number one priority.

9.  Jer.17:5 . . . Thus says the Lord, “Cursed is the man who puts his trust in mankind, who depends on people for his strength, and whose heart turns away from the Lord.’
10.  To depend on people for strength means that you have to get your encouragement to live the Christian life from fellowship with other Christians, from being told how wonderful you are, and from being pumped up. And if you depend on these, you're in trouble. Sooner or later people will let you down, but the Lord never will.
11.   Fellowship with other believers may be uplifting, but true encouragement comes from inside from Bible doctrine and from fellowship with God.
12.   One who turns his heart away from the Lord  is one who has negative volition towards doctrine. Inevitably, the more one depends on people, the more one turns away from Bible doctrine. People who are spiritually malnourished seek happiness from the approbation or manipulation of others. 








                             DEAD or DYNAM.   41 Jer.17:6 . . . ‘For he  [negative believer]  will be like a tumbleweed in the desert;  he will not see prosperity when it comes, but he will live in parched places of the desert, a land of salt  where no one lives  [has no capacity for life].’
"A tumbleweed", negative believer, has no roots, no doctrine, and is carried away in whatever direction the wind of emotions blows.  A believer who isn’t learning and applying doctrine is an unstable, hypersensitive person who lives by his emotions and will turn on you if there is the slightest disagreement or irritation.
13.   Jer.17:7 . . . But happy is the man who trusts in the Lord, whose confidence is in Him.
14. Trust and confidence always accompany O/C.  It doesn’t matter how much money, fame, success, talent, beauty, or intelligence a person has;  if he is not O/C, he is unstable, unsatisfied, and unhappy.
15.   You should strive to make friends with positive believers who have virtue, integrity, and who understand the principle of live and let live.  See II Tim 3:2-5, Rom. 16:17-18 , II Thes. 3:6.  These are those special believers you can be around and just be yourself.

16.    But one thing must be remembered. It is not the good character of your friends that insures great relationships, but your own personal relationship with the Lord that does that.
17.   Christian fellowship is absolutely wonderful, but it can never take the place of fellowship with God. It cannot advance you spiritually. Only B.D. can do that. 
18.   Spiritually mature friends are encouraging, great examples, and even helpful in explaining doctrine, but they can't take the place of your right pastor-teacher.  God expects us to become spiritually self-sustaining through the consistent intake of doctrine as taught from a pastor-teacher.  
19.   Churches that do not make the teaching of God’s Word their number one priority usually emphasize programs, retreats, pageants, and fellowship.  Many, many, churches have become nothing more than country clubs with a cross hanging on the front of the building.

PAUL DEMONSTRATED THE  ULTIMATE  IN  O/C
phil 1:20-21 . . . I eagerly expect and hope that I will in no way be ashamed, but will have sufficient courage so that now as always christ will be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death.  21) for to me, living – christ!  Dying – gain!
The apostle Paul diligently labored in teaching doctrine so that all believers could join him in the sentiment expressed above.  This is how he expressed it to the Galatians: 
My children, with whom I am again in labor until Christ is formed in you [until you are O/C], Gal. 4:19.  Christ would be formed in them as He is formed us, O/C.  The way to be occupied with the living Word is by being occupied with the written Word.  
THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN O/C AND THE INDWELLING OF CHRIST
1.  O/C is a Christian experience in spiritual adulthood, while the indwelling of Christ is not an experience.

2.  The indwelling of Christ happens to every believer and is permanent whether they are winners or losers in their spiritual lives. Jn.14:20, 17:21 & 26, Rom.8:10-11, Col.1:27.
3.  But  O/C is an experience that belongs only to the positive believer who advances to spiritual adulthood.

4.  In the O.T., the Shekinah Glory dwelt in the Temple, a physical building; now the Shekinah Glory resides in the physical body of believers.

5.  The indwelling of Christ is a status quo, not an experience.  Christ at home in our hearts is an experience related to spiritual self-esteem and spiritual maturity.

6.  Phrases related to O/C:

  
Gal. 4:19 . . . "Christ being formed in you."
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Phil.1:20 . . . “Christ shall even now, as always, be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death."
7.  O/C makes an issue out of Bible doctrine, right priorities, execution of the God’s plan, and the glorification of God in this dispensation of the Church.
8.  Only believers in the Church Age are indwelt by Christ.  Occupation with the wrong priorities in life results in preoccupation with self to the exclusion of metabolized doctrine in the right lobe.  Phil.3:10 . . . "I may know Him."  This means that you come to understand who and what Christ is by putting together all the doctrine you have ever learned.
C.T.   Eph.3:17 . . . That Christ may be at home in your hearts through doctrine  [the object of faith]  when you have been rooted and established in virtue-love.  [rooted and grounded are both perfect, passive, participles]  
OCCUPATION  WITH  CHRIST  VERSES:
Hebrews 11:27 . . . By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the king's anger; he persevered because he saw him who is invisible.
Jeremiah 9:23-24 . . . Thus says the LORD, ‘Let not a wise man boast of his wisdom, and let not the mighty man boast of his might, let not a rich man boast of his riches;  24 but let him who boasts boast of this, that he understands and knows Me, that I am the LORD who exercises lovingkindness, justice, and righteousness on earth; for I delight in these things,’ declares the LORD.
Psalm 16:8 . . . I have set the LORD continually before me; Because He is at my right hand, I will not be shaken.
Psalm 139:17-18 . . . How precious also are Thy thoughts to me, O God! How vast is the sum of them!  18 If I should count them, they would outnumber the sand. When I awake, I am still with Thee.
Psalm 37:4-5 . . . Delight thyself also in the LORD; and he shall give thee the desires of thine heart.  5 Commit thy way unto the LORD; trust also in him; and he shall bring it to pass.
Hebrews 12:3 . . . For consider Him who has endured such hostility by sinners against Himself, so that you may not grow weary and lose heart.  
Philippians 3:7-8 . . . But whatever things were gain to me, those things I have counted as loss for the sake of Christ.  8 More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but dung in order that I may gain Christ [O/C].
Ephesians 3:19 . . . and to know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge [GNOSIS], that you may be filled up to all the fulness of God [PLEROMA].



THE TENTH FLOOR     SHARING THE +H OF GOD
"We are endowed by our Creator with certain inalienable rights, among those are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness." Our Constitution has granted us the right to pursue happiness, but very few have found it or even know what it is.  Most people never find it because happi-ness is related to God.   No God, No Happiness.  Know God, Know Happiness.
1.  English words used in the Bible for happiness:

a. JOY,  n., a state of happiness, or bliss, or of something which causes happiness. This word is never used in the New Testament for a superficial type of fun.

b. REJOICE,  v., an expression of a state of happiness.
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c.   HAPPINESS, n., a state of well-being characterized by a relative or permanent contentment.

d.   It must be remembered that these English words do not necessarily reflect the original languages of Scripture.

2.  Hebrew words used for happiness:
ESHOR,  translated blessed, blessedness, happiness.  It is usually found in the construct form ASHERE, generally translated happiness, blessing, blessed.  This is the greater happiness the believer attains in the execution of the spiritual life in. 

3.  Greek words used for happiness.

a. CHARA.  n., is translated "joy".  But the Romans and Greeks were very cynical about happiness and didn't seek it in things and people as we do.  So these Koine Greek words have different connotations from their English translations.

MAKARIOS  usually in the plural MAKAROI,  translated "blessed" or "happiness".  But again, the words used to translate it do not explain the Biblical doctrine of happiness.

c.   AUTARKES, n., comes a little closer because it means contentment, to be content, to be self-sufficient.  It actually describes the happiness of spiritual adulthood.

d.   ARKEO, v. in the active voice, means to be sufficient; therefore to be self-sufficient.  This comes closest to describing what Biblical happiness really is. In the passive voice, this verb means to be satisfied and content.
4.   We cannot discover from these words alone what happiness is because one word cannot really describe it, so we will use the word “happy” to describe it.

5.   We carry the entrenched notion that some set of circumstances, things, or people can "make" us happy.  But happiness is not something that can be made or manufactured by us.  We must never confuse happiness, as taught in the Word of God, with the various stimuli of life that may be enjoyable for the moment but lack the ability to sustain us day to day. 

6.   Whatever happiness is, it is something we have with us all the time and is related to the immaterial part of man.  
BIBLICAL CATAGORIES OF HAPPINESS

1.  Pseudo Happiness or Minus Happiness  (-H)

a. Pseudo happiness is Satan's attempt to counterfeit the happiness, contentment, and blessing God has provided for us (+H).

b. Satan successfully propagandizes people into thinking that people and pleasant circumstances can make them happy.

c. He likes to fool people into thinking that they can find happiness through cheap counterfeits of stimulation, inordinate ambition, and self-indulgence.

d. Money, fame, success, clothes, cars, houses, social life, sexual life, power, travel, good health, and doing everything you like to do can be very pleasur-able but cannot make you happy or carry you through suffering.                    

e.  You are weak to the extent that you depend on people, circumstances, or any accouter-ments of life (stuff) for happiness.

f.   Most people think happiness is the pleasure they experience when they are being entertained, when they are being stimulated, or when they are having fun.  Of course the pleasure derived from these is enjoyable, but it is temporary and certainly is not happiness.  That is why it is called - H.

g.  Focusing on the fun times does not carry you through the bad times, routine times, or dull times. True happiness is an attitude of contentment, a viewpoint of satisfaction, and a confident method of thinking that carries you through the worst of times.
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No one finds happiness by seeking happiness.  Happiness is found by seeking God !  
1.   Psalm 37:4-5 . . . Delight thyself also in the LORD; and he shall give thee the desires of your heart.  5 Commit thy way unto the LORD; trust also in him; and he shall bring it to pass.
Matthew 6:33 . . . But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his Righteousness, and all these things shall be added unto you.
a. You are weak to the degree that you depend on people, prosperity, and pleasant circumstances for happiness.

b. Being able to indulge yourself with anything you want does not make you happy.  You could have every whim of your life answered and it would not make you happy.  Happiness requires capacity and capacity requires doctrine.
c. You are strong to the degree that you have faithfully received, retained, and recalled Bible doctrine which gives great inner happiness that you take with you wherever you go.

2.  Neutral happiness

a.  The unbeliever who functions under morality without arrogance will have neutral H from the laws of divine establishment.

b.  Neutral happiness is better than pseudo happiness, but it doesn’t come close to plus happiness. 

c.  Neutral H is for people who have replaced arrogance in their lives with humility which results in capacity for life.  They have honor, integrity, and limited virtue.  It is limited because it is based on human power rather than divine power.

d.  The two areas of life in which they can experience a measure of happiness is their work and their marriage, Eccl. 9:9.
e.  An unbeliever in neutral H is much happier than a believer in - H.  One LDE is family, and the Bible acknowledges neutral H for those who rear their children well, Prov. 23:24-25.

f.   Unfortunately for the unbeliever, his neutral H is not perpetuated beyond the grave, and of course, he could always lose his job and his wife.

3.  Plus Happiness  (+H )

a. This is a happiness for positive believers only that is day-by-day, moment by-moment, and carries you through the darkest of nights or the most difficult of times.

b.  This happiness is only experienced by positive believers who have developed capacity for +H through the consistent intake of doctrine, Luke 11:27-28.

STATUS  DOES  NOT  MATTER
1.  All of us go through two phases of life, the living stage and the dying stage. If    you have happiness in living, you will have happiness in dying no matter if it is   a prolonged-and-painful or a short-and-sweet death .

2.  If you live poorly, you will have - H in living, and therefore - H in dying; you will die miserably. But if you have developed capacity for happiness, you will have a magnificent life and a magnificent time while dying.

3.  Happiness does not depend on our marital status.  If you have - H and are single, you wish you were married, and if you are married, you wish you were single.  But it doesn't make any difference whether you are single or married if you have +H.

a. When Adam and Eve left the garden, God gave each one a mandate: 

     "Husband, work!  Wife, bear children!"  But God didn't tell them, "Go forth  and be happy."  Throughout the Scripture, there are no mandates to be happy in marriage, because marriage is not a state of happiness.

b.   A happy marriage is when two happy people enter into a state of matrimony and in that state retain their happiness.   
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c.   An unhappy marriage is when two unhappy people get married and retain their unhappiness.  Or it is when a happy person and an unhappy person get married, and the unhappy person dominates and controls the marriage so that the happy person loses his happiness.
d.  Marriage cannot make you happy!  If you are involved in the Cosmic System, marriage will intensify and increase your misery.
e.  There is a silly notion that a person should make his decision as to who to marry based on who can make him the happiest. No one can make you happy!  If people could only get this into their heads, it would save them a tremendous amount of trouble and grief.

f.   It is impossible for believers to have a happy marriage apart from spiritual growth, execution of the plan of God, and each one attaining God's own +H.  In other words, a happy marriage depends on both the husband and wife growing up spiritually. The actual marriage has nothing to do with it; it is a spiritual factor.  

g.  The best potential for a great marriage belongs to believers who are positive toward doctrine.  That potential is lost when a believer marries an unbeliever and that is why God forbids it, II Cor. 6:14.  

h.  There is very little difference between a believer marrying an unbeliever and a positive believer marrying a negative or apathetic believer. A wise believer will not do either one. 

i.    Happiness is a state of the soul, not something that someone can do for you. Arrogance developed from negative volition toward Bible doctrine destroys any potential for happi-ness or any capacity for contentment..

j.    Getting out of a marriage cannot make you happy.  Once you have developed the capacity to be happy, you have the same happiness and the same capacity for happiness in adversity as well as in prosperity.

k.   Many people seek to get out of a marriage because they think that the grass is greener on the other side.  Two things wrong with this:



1)  The grass is never greener.



2)  You carry your -happiness with you to the other side.
ILLUSIONS ABOUT HAPPINESS
1.  You can't build happiness on someone else’s unhappiness.

2.  You can't build happiness on people, romance, marriage, friendship, children, or social activity.
3.  You can't build happiness on the details of life:  money, success, fame, pleasure, power, health, sex, or status symbols.
4.  You can't build happiness by changing the devil's world through reform crusades, social engineering, violence, civil disobedience, or revolution.    
5.  Satan cannot make you unhappy.  He provides the system and you decide to use it.  You make the decision to believe his lies.
a.  Satan, the present ruling usurper of this world, has tremendous power, beauty, and intelligence, yet he is miserable, frustrated, and very unhappy.  He has more of what he says will make a person happy than anyone, yet it hasn’t made him one bit happy. So why should anyone believe him?

b.  Satan sets traps through lies and deception that promise great happiness but can only deliver - H.  We derive - H when we believe his lies only to become as miserable and frustrated as he is.

HAPPINESS  IS  A  SYSTEM  OF  THINKING
C.T.  Rom 12:3 . . . For I say through the grace which has been given to me to everyone who is among you:  stop thinking of self in terms of arrogance beyond the point you 
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ought to think, but think in terms of sanity for the purpose of being rational without illusion, as God has assigned to each one a standard of thinking from doctrine."
1.   This verse hints at what some necessary ingredients of happiness are:
a. Stop thinking of yourself in terms of arrogance

b. Think in terms of sanity, being rational without illusion
c. Thinking from the standard of doctrine
Prov. 3:13 . . . Happiness belongs to the person who finds wisdom, even to the person who gains understanding.  Wisdom is associated with applying Bible doctrine to circum-stances.  It is personified in Proverbs 8-9.   
Proverbs 8:34-36 . . . Blessed  [+H]  is the man who listens to me [wisdom], Watching daily at my gates  [consistent intake of doctrine],  waiting at my doorposts [positive volition].  35 For he who finds me [wisdom]  finds  [capacity for] life, and obtains favor  [super grace]  from the LORD.  36 But he who sins against me [negative volition] injures himself;  All those who hate me  [doctrine]  love death  [SUD]. 

Proverbs 9:10 . . . The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, And the knowledge of the Holy One is understanding.
2.  In His thirty-three years on earth until His resurrection, ascension, and session, our Lord had perfect happiness.  There is a potential for believers to have that same +H, but not unless they learn to think like Christ thinks.

John 15:11 . . . I have taught you these things, in order that My happiness [+H] might be in you, and that your happiness might be completed [fulfilled].
3.  Notice that the +H our Lord desires for us resides in us (B.D.), it doesn’t depend on anything outside of us.     

 The world has nothing to bestow;
 From our own self, our joys must flow.
4.   Also notice that +H is related to things that are learned and not to things that are purchased or acquired. 
 5. To say that happiness becomes complete or full means it develops in stages. Growing up spiritually is a gradual process, and as you grow, your capacity for happiness increases in proportion to your spiritual growth.

6.  True happiness is a system of thought in the soul rather than an association with stimulation or pleasure.  It is not something someone can do for you.  

7.  People with unhappy souls who wait for others to make them happy have a  long, long, wait.

DO YOU  REALLY BELIEVE  GOD CAN MAKE YOU HAPPY?
Ephesians 3:20 . . . Now to Him who is able to do exceeding abundantly beyond all that we ask or think, according to the power that works within us . . .
1.  This great happiness is a witness to the fantastic grace of God in making the divine solution available to us even in time of adversity or disaster.
2.  The believer glorifies God to the maximum by the +H God has given him.

a.  The potential for the super abundance of happiness is the same for all believers.  

b.  Every Church Age believer has the same equal privilege and opportunity of executing the spiritual life, attaining spiritual maturity, and having this super abundance of happiness.  We all are given everything necessary to fulfill this potential.
3.  This verse says that He is able to make us happy beyond our wildest dreams, but whether that potential becomes a reality or not depends on us.
 Psalm 119:2 . . . Blessed [+H] are they who keep his statutes and seek him with all their heart.

Psalm 84:12 . . . O LORD of hosts [armies], How blessed [+H] is the man who keeps on trusting in Thee!
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Psalm 112:1 . . . Praise the LORD! How blessed  [+H]  is the man who fears the LORD, Who greatly delights in His commandments.

Psalm 16:11 . . . Thou wilt make known to me the path of life;  In Thy presence is fullness of joy; In Thy right hand there are pleasures forever.
TRUE  HAPPINESS DOES NOT DEPEND ON CIRCUMSTANCES
James 1:2-4 . . . Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials,  3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance.  4 And let endurance have its perfect result, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.

James 1:12 . . . Blessed [+h] is a man who keeps on persevering under trial; for once he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life, which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.
1 Thessalonians 1:6 . . . You became imitators of us and of the Lord; in spite of severe suffering, you welcomed the message with the joy given by the Holy Spirit.

Matt. 5:10-12, Acts 5:40-41, Rom. 8:16-18, Phil. 2:17-18, Heb. 10:34-36, I Pet. 4:12-14
1.  To be truly happy takes facing and handling opposition in life, not trying to ignore 

or avoid it, Psalm 112:7.  it is the discomfort in life which cultivates our strength in Christ and reliance on Him. It is a fact that when things fall apart, our true happiness is made evident!  
2.   If you are not happy, it is because you have rejected some facet of your spiritual life.  
If you can pass through a tragedy and still remain calm, peaceful, and content, you know you have the happiness of God. But, if you fall apart and lose your  contentment and peace then you know your happiness was based on circumstances and that is pseudo happiness!
James 1:2 . . . Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials…

2 Cor12:1 . . . For this reason I find contentment  [beginning of perfect

happiness]  in weaknesses  [having grace orientation]  in slanders  [people testing],  in pressures [thought testing]  in persecutions  [system testing],  in stresses  [disaster testing]  on behalf of Christ.  For when I am weak, then I am strong.
1 Peter 3:14 . . . But if ye suffer for righteousness' sake, happy are ye:
HAPPINESS  AND  THE  HOLY  SPIRIT

Romans 14:17;   For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking, but of righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit, +H is the second fruit of the Spirit mentioned in Gal. 5:22.
WE  ARE  COMMANDED  TO  BE  HAPPY
Psalm 97:12 . . . Be glad in the LORD, you righteous ones; And give thanks to His holy name.

Romans 12:12 . . . Be joyful in hope, persevere in hardship; keep praying regularly;

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 . . . Rejoice always;  17 pray without ceasing; in everything give thanks; for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus.
Philippians 3:1 . . . Finally, my brethren, keep on rejoicing in the Lord.
Philippians 4:4 . . . Keep on rejoicing (v. pam) in the Lord always; again I 

will say, keep on rejoicing ! 
1.  How do we obey this command?  We can’t manufacture +H ourselves so what are we to do?  We must remember that God never gives us a command unless He gives us what we 
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need to carry it out.  He can never legitimately be blamed for our –H.  He has given us the

spiritual dynamics that are necessary for +H, whether we learn and apply them is up to us.
2.  The problem is that most Christians want instant solutions, they want God to perform a miracle to get rid of the problem and the pain.  Even though traveling from one floor to the next of the Divine Domain is the road to +H, most believers reject it because they don’t want to wait long enough to learn God’s system for happiness.  They want some pastor or evangelist to wave a magic wand to make everything better right away.

3.  Chronic complaining is a sign that a person has not obeyed the command to rejoice always.  So why do people complain?  They deceive themselves in 2 ways.
1)  They expect life to be a bed of roses.  

Job 5:7 . . . Yet man is born to trouble, as the sparks fly upward.

 Job 14:1 . . . Man, who is born of woman, is short-lived and full of turmoil.

2)  They expect their circumstances to make them happy.  Unhappy people complain since their desires have not been met. Why? Because in pseudo happiness they have no capacity to appreciate what they have and they want more and more.  
HAPPINESS  AND  GOOD  LUCK
1.  Some people think that only people who are lucky can be truly happy.  Webster’s Seventh New Collegiate Dictionary defines “happy” this way: 1. Favored by luck or fortune; fortunate.  “Happiness” is defined: 1. good fortune; prosperity, characterized  by good luck; 2. a state of well-being and contentment.  “Happily” is defined as 1. fortunately, luckily  2. by chance  3. in a happy manner or state  4. successfully

2.   Its no wonder that people associate happiness with good luck and prosperity. There is no such thing as luck, good or bad !  

3.  Some times, people blame their unhappiness on bad luck, and some call it bad Karma.  MALARKY ! ! !   They blame their misery and discontent on bad luck rather than their own bad attitude and bad decisions.

4. There is a purpose for everything that happens in a believers life.  Nothing can come into his live. good or bad, unless God allows it. The height of arrogance is when a believer is blessed by God and he ascribes it to good luck, even going so far as to thank his lucky stars rather than the Lord.

5. Believers who think that they are unlucky because they don’t have as much as others are usually full of self-pity, envy, and ungratefulness.

CONTENTMENT  AND  HAPPINESS
1.  Contentment is satisfaction with what possessions you have, with what your social status is, and with what your present circumstances are.  How much is enough for a person to be contented?  What does it take in order for you to be contented?   What does God’s Word say? 


1 Timothy 6:6-7 . . . But godliness actually is a means of great gain, when accompanied by contentment.  7 For we have brought nothing into the world, so we cannot take anything out of it either.8 But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that.  9 But those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a snare and many foolish and harmful desires which plunge men into ruin and destruction.
Hebrews 13:5 . . . Let your character be free from the love of money, being content with what you have; for He Himself has said, "I will never desert you, nor will I ever forsake you,"  

2.  We don't need more to be thankful for.  We need to be more thankful !   
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3.  There is nothing wrong with being ambitious and working hard to better your condition, but if you’re not happy during the journey to the top, you’ll never be content when you get there.

4.  Contentment is something that does not come natural. It must be learned. It is ultimate testing to be content while feeling sick and hurting, when imprisoned, or when we've lost loved ones or been rejected in some way.
Philippians 4:11-13 . . . Not that I  [Paul]  speak from want; for I have learned to be content in whatever circumstances I am.  12 I know how to get along with humble means, and I also know how to live in prosperity; in any and every circumstance I have learned the secret of being filled and going hungry, both of having abundance and suffering need.  13 I can do all things through Him  [H.S.]  who strengthens me.
CONCLUSION
Our magnificent God has enabled us to break away from the slavery of circumstances.  We can have the most wonderful joy and contentment right here in the devil’s world and don’t have to wait till we reach glory to experience it.  The fact that the world, the flesh, or the devil can rob us of our +H is proof that “greater is He who is in us than he who is in the world”.  God has provided a system for us, the Divine Domain, that guarantees that we'll not be disappointed, but it is up to us to first learn it and then use it.  There’s a penthouse suite with your name on it.  Don’t let it go vacant.  God's happiness He shares with you does not come from doing what you like to do, but from liking Him and liking doing for Him !
*   Confess our sins           	*  Judge ourselves     


*    Yield ourselves to God  	*   Put off the old man


*    Present our bodies        	*   Stand up again from out of death


*    Lay aside every weight 	*   Make straight paths
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