LESSON  # 9   (4-13-03)
THE  THIRD  FLOOR  -   FAITH  REST

1. We live in a very mobile society where nearly everyone is rushing around.  Many are hustling to find something satisfying that will bring them happiness and peace.  

2. Most people think that happiness depends upon being fortunate enough to have things go their way.  Some call this “good luck.”  Some have said, “If it wasn’t for bad luck, I’d have no luck at all.”

3. Is it really rational to think that our all-powerful God, who loves us enough to send His own Son to die in our place, would leave our happiness to the arbitrary fate of good or bad luck?   How can His power and faithfulness be established if our happiness depends on our circumstances?

4. Some people erroneously claim that when you accept Christ as your savior, your troubles are over.  But what does the Bible say?

Job 5:7 - For man is born to trouble as surely as sparks fly upward.

Job 14:1 -  Man, who is born of woman is short-lived and full of turmoil.  

John 16:33 -  I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace.  In this world you will have trouble.  But take heart!   I have overcome the world.

5.    It may be shocking to some, but God eventually brings every believer to a place that appears to be hopeless, where he has to recognize that he is absolutely helpless.  

6.    It is there that believers find peace, stability, power, confidence, and  

courage by simply trusting God.  We call this FAITH REST. When we have FAITH, we can REST.

7.  Every believer can enter into this rest where the “peace of God  

       passes all understanding (Phil. 4:7).”  It is a place of contentment,  

       happiness, strength and stability, where no pressure or stress can 

       intrude, no matter how difficult the circumstances may be.

8. If God did the hardest thing for us in providing for our salvation while we were His enemies (Rom. 5:10), surely He is able to take care of the difficulties we face now that we are His children.

 Rom. 8:32  -  He that spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all,     

      how will He not with Him also freely give us all things?

9.  God puts believers to the test to see if they really believe this.    

Exodus 17:1-7 is a good illustration of this.  This is known as “the First Meribah Incident.”   Meribah is a Hebrew word which means quarreling, complaining, and strife.

 10.  The Bible records another incident where a new generation of Israelites came  

    back to the same place forty years later and we  can tell what happened because  

    it is known as “the Second  Meribah Incident.” It is recorded in Numbers 20: 1-13.

LESSON  # 10   (4-27-03)
11. These incidents are brought up again in Heb.3:7-11 which quotes Psa.95:7-11.     

       This is a warning to us not to fall into the same unbelieving, fearful pattern that the  

        Israelites did.

12. One of the hardest things to do when we are under the pressures of adversity is to   stand still and trust or wait on the Lord.  But God has made it easier for us by giving us over seven thousand promises on which we can rely.

Exod. 14:13 - And Moses said to the people, ‘Fear not, stand still, and see the deliverance of the LORD which he will show to you today…’
Job 37:14 - Hearken to this, O Job: stand still, and consider the  

wondrous works of God.  Standing still means to stop conniving and trying to manipulate things . Just trust in the Lord.

Psa. 46:1 -  God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.

Phil. 4:19  -  But my God will supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.

1 Pet. 5:7  -  Therefore, by casting all your cares on Him, because He cares for you, you allow yourselves to be humble under God’s mighty hand, that He may promote you at the proper time.

I Sam. 17:47 -  The battle is the Lord’s.

Psa. 37:4-5  -  Delight yourself also in the LORD; and He will give you the desires of your heart.  Commit your way to the LORD;  trust also in Him; and He will bring it to pass.

Prov. 3:5-6 - Trust in Lord with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge Him and He will direct your paths.

Psa. 34:18-19  -  The LORD is close to the brokenhearted and delivers those who are crushed in spirit.  Many are the afflictions of the righteous; but the LORD delivers him from them all.

Psa. 55:22 -  Cast your cares on the LORD and He will sustain you; He will never let the righteous fall.

Deut. 31:8  -  The LORD, He is the one that goes before you; He will be with you, He will not fail you, nor forsake you: fear not, nor be dismayed.

Isa. 40:31 -  But they that wait upon the LORD will renew their strength; they will mount up with wings as eagles; they will run, and not be weary, and they will walk, and not faint.

Isa. 41:10 -  Fear  not, for I am with you. Be not dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you; yes, I will help you; yes, I will uphold you with the right hand of my righteousness.

13. Abraham, the father of the Jewish race, is an example of someone who believed the promises of God:

Rom. 4:20-21 -  He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief, but was    

strong in faith, giving glory to God, and being fully persuaded that, what He had promised, He was also able to perform.   

14. When calamity knocks us off balance, claiming God’s promises stabilizes us so that we can start applying doctrines we have learned to the situation.  How important is it that we do this?

1 Pet. 1:7 -  These momentum tests of all kinds are so that your faith, being much more precious than gold that perishes, though it be tried with fire, might be found to praise and honor and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ.  

15. Understanding the purpose why we are left on this planet after salvation makes a big 

      difference.  I have said many times that believers are left here to grow up spiritually, but that is the secondary reason to the main reason which is to glorify Jesus Christ.

16. We glorify Him, not by what we do, but by what He does for us.  He allows us to go
 through “no water” situations of undeserved suffering so that He can demonstrate His power, love, and faithfulness to us.  
17. Most people think that their happiness depends on their circumstances.  They either don’t know or don’t believe that God has a place of perfect rest for them in the midst of adversity.  

This is not a physical rest, but a mental rest.  The battlefield of the angelic conflict is in the soul, and this is where we can have this perfect rest.

LESSON  # 11   (5-4-03)  No Classnotes

LESSON  # 12   (5-11-03)
HEBREWS  4: 12     (Study Insert))
1. “alive or living,”  (Zon)  pres. act. pt.     Life without God’s Word is not living.

2. “powerful or active,”  (Energes)  meaning operationally powerful, full of energy.

3. “sword,”  (Machaira)  sharp, two-edged, Roman, “state of the art” weapon of its day.

4. “piercing,” (Diikneomai)  pres. mid. pt., meaning to keep on cutting deep.

5. Nothing, no bullet, lazer, sword or spear, can penetrate the immaterial part of man.

6. The Bible is the only book that recognizes the immaterial part of regenerate man as having two parts, a soul and a human spirit.
7. This passage uses an example that can be better understood today than in the past with regards to the analogy of the joints and marrow.  

a. Even in ancient times, a person could understand that a distinction made between joints and marrow of the body would be dealing with precise and specific details.

b. Today we know that the DNA of our bodies has a coded language unique to each person that determines which cells will form hair and which cells will form eyes.   DNA divides cells so that some become joints and some become marrow.  

c. We are amazed at the incredible ability of our bodies to make such distinctions, but  who designed it and made it work?   The body of every person from the first man and woman on is comprised of DNA, yet it has taken us over 6,000 years to discover it.

d. However marvelous the coded language of DNA is, it is nothing compared  to the Word of God ! ! !

8. “It judges” -  It critiques us and points out the error of our ways.   Now you know why so many people do not read the Bible or care to hear others read or talk about it.

9. “thoughts and motivations”  It judges, not only what we do but also, what we think.   You may be able to hide what you are thinking from others but not from God.   

a. You may be able to fool others into believing that you are really great by what you say and do, but the Word of God makes you look at yourself the way God sees you.

b. It doesn’t fool around and it doesn’t pull any punches.  It will rip you to pieces and then build you up into something wonderful.   It wounds and then heals.

10.   If you are humble and learn God’s  Word, it will change your life.  You will have a peace and calm that you never knew existed.   

11.   As you learn Bible doctrine, you will find out that it is true and that you can trust it.   You will gain the confidence, courage, and stability that everyone is looking for.  It is designed to give you perfect +Happiness and stability in every circumstance of life.    In pressure it is your refuge, in prosperity it is your joy.

LESSON  # 13   (5-18-03)  Resuming THIRD FLOOR Study
12. It doesn’t matter what  problem, pressure, suffering, or adversity we face, God is the   

      solution!   By simply putting our trust in THE ONE we cannot see, we enter that place 

      of rest and have tranquility of soul.                              
             
      Matthew 11:28 -  Come to Me (trust Me) all you who are weary and heavy laden,  

      and I will give you rest. 

13. It is easy to trust God when everything is going good or when we are emotionally stirred up by a sermon or a song.  But what about when distress and trouble take over, you physically feel like a whipped puppy, you are alone in the dark trying to sleep, and it’s just you and your thoughts?   Can you trust Him then?  Are you really confident that He will perfectly resolve this problem?  Are you totally relaxed, content to be in this situation, happy, and patiently watching Him fight this battle? 

14. What about when you have cast this burden on the Lord and everything gets worse, a lot worse?  Can you trust Him then?  The only way you can answer “yes” to these questions is if the Lord is more real to you than your problem.

15. It is impossible for that to be the case if you:

a. Rarely think about God

b. Seldom talk to Him

LESSON  # 14   (6-1-03)
c. Know only few or no promises

d. Are inconsistent in hearing Bible doctrine being taught 


16. Unfortunately, the above point describes most believers today.  Very few are able to remain stable in the midst of disaster.   Most believers don’t know about the place of moment-by moment rest that God has provided for us, and very few of the ones who do know about it know how to obtain it.

LESSON  # 15   (6-8-03)




               FAITH  REST

1.   Faith Rest is available to every dispensation believer.

2. Happiness does not depend on circumstances;  +H depends on what you think. 
3. Can you face any problem in life and handle it by using the doctrine circulating in your stream of consciousness ?   Are you capable of making the right choices that help resolve the problems in your life?   Resolving problems depends on what you have in your soul.

4. You make decisions as to whether you will have stress or tranquility in your soul.  Stress in the soul knocks out the filling of the Spirit and doctrinal orientation.

5. Adversity is an outside pressure; stress is an inside pressure of life.

6. Adversity is what circumstances do to you. Stress is what you do to yourself.

7. Adversity is inevitable; stress is optional.

8. God did not design us to be the slaves of our circumstances.

9.   A believer who consistently uses the Faith Rest drill fulfills 2   

      Cor 5:7  -  We walk by faith and not by sight (human  

      viewpoint).
10. We have studied the expression, “Faith Rest.”

a. God offers His Rest to us.  It is a place where there is contentment,  security, stability and peace of mind, even in the midst of adversity.

b. The way to get there is by faith, trusting in Him and His Word.

11. We have studied the 1st and 2nd Meribah Incidents found in Exodus 17 and Numbers 20. 

12. We studied Hebrews, Chapter 4, about how His Rest is still available to us.

a. We learned from verse 10 that when we enter this Rest, we stop working and start waiting on the Lord.  Our job is complete when we trust the Lord !

b. Verse 11 commands us to “be diligent” to enter this Rest.

c. We learned that being diligent means to consistently study the Word, everyday.  That is the only way the Lord will become more real to you than your problems.

d. We learned in verse 12 that “the Word of God is alive and powerful.”
e. We learned that prayer is linked with Faith Rest in verse 16.

13. We studied Phil. 4:

a. Verse 1 tells us to fear NOT entering His Rest which happens when we fail to claim promises.

 
b.   Verse 6 commands us to stop worrying and to start praying.
c.   Verse 7 promises that we will receive “the peace of God that passes all  

      understanding. . .”  

      d.   Verses 11 and 12 tells us that Paul had to learn how to be content in  every 
            circumstance..
      e.   Verse 13 is Paul saying that he could “do all things  through Christ who    

            strengthens us.”   We can too!

f .  Verse 19 says that God will supply all of our needs.      
           Phil.4:19  -  But  my God shall  supply all your need according to his   

           riches in glory by Christ Jesus.

LESSON  # 16   (6-22-03)
14. This is sometimes referred to as using a doctrinal rationale.  The following are a few examples:

ESSENCE OF  GOD  RATIONALE  -   God’s very nature guarantees His promises.

LOGISTICAL  GRACE  RATIONALE -  emphasizes God’s faithfulness in supplying our needs.

LESSON  # 17   (6-29-03)
Logistical Grace is “Get-By” grace support of all of God’s children.  Jesus said three times in Matt.6:25, 31, & 34 to keep on STOP  WORRYING about your life!   II Cor.9:8  -  God is able to make all grace abound to you abundantly to every good work.  Phil.4:19 says that  ALL  your needs, YOUR  GOD  promises to supply !

PLAN  OF  GOD  R ATIONALE  -  Reminds us of our place in God’s plan and the spiritual assets He has given us.  Concentrating on WHO  GOD  IS tends to shrink our problems down to the puny reality they are.

LESSONS  # 18-20  (7-6-03, 7-13-03, & 7-20-03)
  THE  PLAN  OF  GOD:     SEVEN  IMPUTATIONS

#1  IMPUTATION  OF SOUL LIFE   (REAL)

1. At the moment of birth, God imputes soul life which is  the “spark of life” (Heb. NESHAMMAH).  Its target is the biological life that emerges from the womb.

Isaiah 43:7  …everyone who is called by my name, whom I created (Heb. “BARA” – to create something out of nothing, referring to the human soul)  for my glory, whom I formed and made (Heb. “ASAH”  to build out of something already existing. Refers to biological life or the human body) 
                  Job 33:4    -  The spirit of God has made (ASAH out of material)   me  (biological life) and the breath  ( NESHAMAH –  life force )  of the Almighty has given me  (soul)  life.

      Psalm 100:3 - Know ye that the Lord He  is God, it is He who has  

       made us and not  we ourselves…

2. Since God gave us life, we have the right to conclude that He has a plan for our lives.

#2   IMPUTATION OF ADAM’S ORIGINAL SIN   (REAL)
1.  The condemnation for Adam’s original sin is imputed to  the genetically formed  

      Old Sin Nature which is passed down by the male ( Rom. 5:12 ).

2. While the Old Sin Nature originated from the original sin of Adam, it is now transmitted through the twenty-three male chromosomes in the sperm which fertilizes the female ovum, generally during copulation. 

3. This explains the importance of the virgin pregnancy.  The Holy Spirit provided twenty‑three perfect male chromosomes; without this there could be no salvation. 

4. Just as Adam was created perfect, so Christ was born perfect.  That is why He is called the “Last Adam” in  

I Cor. 15:45. Like the first Adam, He was trichotomous.

5. The imputation of Adam's original sin at birth is the basis for spiritual death, Rom. 5:12‑21, not our personal sins.

6.  No one is condemned on the basis of   

      personal sins.

#3    IMPUTATION OF PERSONAL SINS TO CHRIST ON THE CROSS     

        (JUDICIAL)

 1.  All personal sins of every person were imputed to  Jesus Christ on the cross and were judged. Christ was no home or target for them because He was perfect

       in His humanity.

  2.  This means that no one ever goes to hell because of his sins since Christ paid for them on the cross.

2 Cor. 5:21   -  For he has made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.
Rom.5:8   -  But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

Rom. 5:10  -  For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we will be saved by his life.
Gal .3:13  -  Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, for it is written: ‘Cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree.’
          Isa .53:6  -  We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.

         Heb.2:9  -  But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honor; that he by the grace of God should taste death for every man.

#4   IMPUTATION OF +R,  GOD’S  PERFECT  RIGHTEOUSNESS        

       (JUDCIAL)
1.  God does not lower His perfect standards for anyone, so the moment we believed in Jesus Christ, He imputed His own +R to us who had none.

2.  God’s +R in us is the target for fantastic blessings which  flow through a   

   “Grace Pipeline.”
      2 Cor. 5:21  -  "He (Father) made Him (Son) who knew no sin to be made sin   

      on our behalf, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.

Rom. 4:5  -  But to him that works not, but believes on him that justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness.


Gen.15:6  - Abram believed the LORD, and he  credited it to him as  \

             righteousness.

Rom. 9:30-32  -  What then shall we say? That the Gentiles, who did not pursue righteousness, have obtained it, a righteousness that is by faith; but Israel, who pursued a law of righteousness, has not attained it.  Why not? Because they pursued it not by faith but as if it were by works. 

#5    IMPUTATION OF ETERNAL LIFE   (REAL)
1.  Eternal live is imputed on the basis of faith in Jesus  Christ.    The home or target  

            is our human spirit which the Holy Spirit creates the instant we are “born again”.  

           This is called regeneration. 

2.  The imputation of soul life is irrevocable as well as the imputation of eternal life.  

1 Jn.5:11‑12   In fact, this is the deposition, God has given to us eternal life; In fact, this life is resident in His Son.  He who has the Son has life (eternal life), He who does not have the Son does not have life.  Jn.3:16,36, 6:47, 20:31
John 3:16  -  For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believes in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.
John 3:36 -  He that believes on the Son has everlasting life: and he that believes not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abides on him.

#6    IMPUTATION OF SUPERGRACE BLESSINGS IN TIME   (REAL)
 1. Believers do not receive supergrace blessings until they gain the capacity to receive them without being knocked off course from their number one priority  which is the intake of Bible doctrine. 

       2. Supergrace blessings in time are called “greater grace” in James 45:6 : But he  

      gives a greater grace. That is why Scripture says: ‘God opposes  the proud  

      but gives grace to the humble.’

3. In eternity past, God placed blessings on deposit in escrow until we gain capacity for them in time.

Eph. 1:3-4  -  Worthy of praise, even the Father of  our Lord Jesus Christ,                      

Who has blessed us withevery spiritual blessing in heavenly places in  

            Christ. For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy           

            and blameless in his sight. 

4. Supergrace blessings and escrow blessings are one and the same. They  

      are described in:
            Eph. 3:20  -  Now  unto Him who is able to do exceeding abundantly   

            above all that we ask or think, according to His power that works in us.

       5.   Every believer receives Logistical grace based on the +R that is imputed at salvation.     Some believers receive supergrace blessings in time which are based on the capacity they develop from the consistent intake of Bible doctrine.

LESSON  # 22   (8-3-03)
#7    IMPUTATION OF SURPASSING  GRACE BLESSINGS  IN ETERNITY        

        (REAL)
1.  Once a believer reaches spiritual maturity and starts to receive supergrace blessings in time, he must maintain his spiritual momentum through learning doctrine. Remember, there is no NEUTRAL gear in our spiritual transmission, so no one can coast.

                          Qui  Non  Proficit  Deficit

                                               Latin Phrase

         He who does not go forward,

              goes backward.

2.  Every believer must give an account at the Judgment Seat of  Christ as to how he spent his   time on earth after salvation, Rom. 14:12, I Cor. 3:13-15, II Cor. 5:10.  

      Believers who maintain their spiritual momentum are winners and will be rewarded with crowns, decorations, privileges, and honors that last for all eternity.    

3.  Those who receive blessings in time and become distracted away from their aggressive pursuit of knowledge,  love of, and relationship with God, will experience temporary embarrassment that losers, who never reached spiritual maturity, will face at the Judgment Seat of Christ.

4.  Supergrace blessings in time are so fantastic, but there is only one problem – they are temporary!   The surpassing grace blessings of eternity will last forever.

5.  The great news is that we don’t have to depend on our own power or wisdom to pass tests, to stand firm for the faith, or to reach and keep the spiritual high ground of “pleroma”:
Eph. 4:13b -  .  .  . until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness (“pleroma”) of Christ.
II Cor. 4:16  -  Therefore, we do not lose heart, but though our outer man is decaying, yet our inner man is being renewed day by day.
Romans 16:25   -   Now to Him who is able to establish you  (to make you able to stand) according to my gospel . . .
Jude 1:24-25  -  Now unto Him who is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy; to the only wise God, our Savior, be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now and forever more. Amen.

LESSON  # 23   (8-10-03)
6.  All believers will be faultless in heaven because they will not have old sin natures, but only winner believers wil receive surpassing grace blessings which include being presented to God the Father by Jesus Christ Himself !  Surpassing grace blessings are mentioned in the second nd third chapters of Revelation. 

Heb. 10:35-36  -  Do not throw    [B.D. & the advance to the

away your confidence;                adult spiritual life]

it will be richly rewarded             [Super Grace Blessings in Time 

                                                       & Surpassing Grace Blessings

                                                        in eternity]                                                   

       You need to persevere                  [in learning and applying doctrine]

      So that when you have                  [fulfilled the conditions of the    

      done the will of God                       escrow agreement]
You will receive what                     [Escrow blessings in time and in 

      He has promised                            in eternity]

7.   The fact that God created our escrow package of blessings before we existed means that there is no way we can do anything to earn or deserve them.  It is strictly a matter of grace.  That’s why we call them “Grace Blessings”.

8. When we are under pressure, our confidence and courage are strengthened if  we   

      meditate on this fantastic plan.  All of the magnificent things God has already done  

      for us gives us encouragement to press on to the goal  -  receiving the last two 

       imputations. 


RESUMING 3th FLOOR   FAITH REST

LESSON  # 25   (8-24-03)
FAMILY  RATIONALE  -  If we as parents protect and provide for our families with our limited resources, then surely God, who has unlimited power and abundance, is able to protect and provide for us.

9. Doctrinal rationales lead us to doctrinal conclusions which enable us to relax and to use divine viewpoint.  It is possible that fear, doubt, and worry can become a thing of the past.     

Rom. 8:31  -  
What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us?

2 Cor. 5:7   -  For we walk by faith, not by sight.






